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 rveport shows a handsame suiDios In the
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~Is concerned,

- ?ﬂ! an increased burden upon the
Eu' [M0,00 per annam. Though the
treasury, it would be a risk, und perhajms
fIrreparable mistake, for the Legislatvre
to conclude that there Is less neod for
the exercise of eoonomy than thers has
been In past years. There have becn un-
usual catises for mersase in the revenus
for the last two years; especially has the
lectlon of arrcarages on the delinguent
Jand tax been a potent factor in produc-
ing this result. Weo mumit hear in mind
that the State has collatted in the 1Wo
ars much that should have been cume
In for the last eigat op ten years,
and wa should ot be allured into ex-
travagance, or miake cialetlations which
will not be justified by normol condi-
tlone. By all means we should await the
next assessment of lands before we fix
upon the Trensurf any permanent In-
ereasa In expenditvres further than s
abrolutely necessary.
It the assessod value of property re-
mains as it 15, some othor source of reve-
nua will have to be devised, It s hoped,

will Inereas

however, the assessment
rather than diminlgh, 1 do not fecl, how-
ever, that the lands of the Common

wealth could, In the continued Jow price
of products, stand a greater burden
than now exists, It 1t should be-
comn necessary  thut  any  existing
property should have an Inecceased as-
sessment, 1  believe thut the rallroad
and pome other corporations of the State
would gladly bear n reasonable one on
thelr propertles. They are getting more
and more prosperous every year, and the
amount of taxes pald by them in propor-
tlon to thelr income |8 nothing ke that
pall by other p wriy-holders In the
State, They are interested more than all
other Intereets in the maintenanes of the
credit of the Stute, and It was the gone-
ral understanding, as implied io the report
of the Debt Commission, and undergtood
by at least some of the members of sald
commisgion, If any Increase In the taxes
should be requlred, In order to neet the

ndditional intercst charges, that the rail-
roads woull assume sald incrense
1 believe it to be to the interest of

every rallroad In Virginia to sce that no
question ever ariges in regard to the pay-
ment of our public debt, or the interest
thereon, and that rather than see the In-
terest forfeited for n single year, that
these great t‘*jmrallnh! could well af-
ford to assume, and doabiless would as-
sume, a much larger part, if not the
whaole, Interest fund ftself; and 1 am not
certain that even in guch” an emergency
any very great fnequality would be im-
posed on them by such a course, Our
present system of taxation, as applied to
Tallroads, Is very much less burdensome
that that of many other Btates. All the
first-clang lines in the State are nssessed
At 5000 per mile, while it Is a known
fact that hundreds of, miles of these
roads are mortgaged ot two, thres, ang
four times this amount. It Is not neces-

gary for me to call attontion to the fuet
thnt all properties are generally worth
far more than the amotnt of mortgages
that can be put upon them: and while
there I1s provision for rull I# and all cor-
poratlons to pay under laws an in-
comd tux, yot before paying thls lncome

tax they are nllowed to deduct from thefy
Invome Interest on three or four times the
amount of bonds their road T |
for, 1 would recommend to this Legisia-

is ass

ture that no corporation, In ascertaining
Iy Breome, should be allowed to deduct
Intércet and bopds greater than the
amount of assessmoent for  tuxation
aguninst the property.

GUARD AGAINST FRAUDS.

Lot me try to miuke plaln. For in-
Blance, a ocorgaratiog bt have a net
Income of, say, $175.000, Cng per cent 1=
fome tax on this amount would vield the
State $1L.730. "The directors could ensily
Create o fietitlous debt by Issulng bonds
In exeess of whut ar actually nego-
tiated, of, say, £, AL AN, holding  the
bonds  themsslves, and pay  Interest
on  thege bonds to themselves which
at 6 per cent. would | $800000, thug vn-
drely cutting the Stute out of the wtoo it
of Nx Intome tax. No zuch opportoniily

EROUK be 1eft opon for the practice of sut b
fravds. 1 do not m i tw suy that w
have in the State of Vi gnia eorporntion:
that would do such things, but In this
day of stock and bond tanipulatione, n
i well to provide aenlnst
accomalishment such  purposes,

¥ield to no man in my YLate in the de-
wire to our rallreads and all otha
Industries prosper 1 am in favor of
dolng what s right betwoeen maty anl
man, and as between man and COrpori-
tlons. 1 heartily favor epcournging pib-
He enterprises by showlng them ey ry
possible encouragement under the Inw,
and 1 belleve the invesiment of new cag

the' possibae

tal in gur State s a great and inesil-
mable benelt to all our people. 1 Rives
emptoyment to what would  otherwiu

be ldle hunds; it bullds up waste places
and stimulates trade and develops indus
irles In every directlon, Corporattons,
Justly and equitubly nssesseil und toxed,
“nd held to the sole objoect of their crvi-
tlon, are one of thé great forees in our
modern clviligation In bripeing intg 1
réach of all men the comlorts of liviag
Bo long as they do not Interfere In the
political rights of the people, and do not
seek to avold thefr just share and pro-
portion of the burdens of governmoent,
they are a Dlessing to mankind. In this
connection 1 would recommend, In order
to relleve the rallroads of a burden, for
which no one gets any corresponding
benefit, the atolition of the oMoe of State
Raflroad Commissloner; and i, In tae
wisdom of the Leglslature, any such
commission I8 desirable, that s object
and purposes be clearly  defined, and
that its officers be pald out of the Trou-
sury of the State,
PUBLIC DEBT OF VIRGINIA,

The Genernl Assembly At [ts last gos.
glon, for the third time opened the door
for the funding of the old seouritlcs
which had not been funded under the acl
of February 14, 182, or February 20, 1502
The report of the Second Auditor shows
that under the provislons of this act, the
holders of $6261451 of old securitics sur-
renderod and had them funded und re-
celved In leu thoreof $SL17248 of new 20
Jdonds,  This lucreases the century debt
to §18,002,083.67. As there s stlil oul-
standing a small remnant of bonds wih
tux-receivabie coupons attached, which
may continue to annoy the collectors o
the State's revenue and Intercept a por
tlon of her taxes, 1 wpuld suggest that
the opportunity be sgaln given to fund
these, under auch conditions as In your
Judgment you may think cquitnble,

The Interest on Vieginla bonds has boen
pald promptly under act February i,
182, and Febroary 20, 182, and the pros-
pects that the State will be able 10 con
tnue to do this has largely restored the
Btate's credit, and her bonds are now
popular ag an Investment and have -
creased In market value. Our own peo-
ple are already large holders of (hese
bondy, and will, I think, in a short e
absork the debt.

| ——

THE DELINQUENT-LAND TAX,

The Present Law Has Done Good,
But Needs Amendment,

There bas been a widespread discussion

and satisfuction concerning the et of

the last Legisluture providing for (he
sils of the dellnquent lunds of the Braie
The measure has been found to work
hardship In some of Iis features, and in

L respect should be amended; but st

the same time sultable provivon shoutg
be maintained for colleeting the tuxes
the State. And as under the Larsh

o mwurare already passed, which we must
Admit was bBober than no Inw at all oy
the subject, the greatest hardships have
ulready been passcd through by the ciif
gens of the Ull;e. and so far us that law

| the principal hurm has al-
drady been done. .
It would now e uoawise in the extreme
enact leginlation which would restore
h r.mllﬂlﬂnry vondition as ex.
1 In this Commonwenlth before (he
law was passed.  Moans should
provided (o colleot the waxes

! , could evade the paymen
taxes would be derelict In its duty. It
has been the practice of many parties to
quietly acqulesce In the Jelinquent sale
of thelr Jands, knowing that the Blate
would hold them, and that only the usual
rate of 6 per cent. interest would be
charged at redemption, and In some In-
stances only the first penalty of 5 per
cent. be added. This was equiva-
lent to the Btate loaning sald parties the
pmount of thelr asscssments, whilst
those who were annually paying their
taxes were realizing the threatened dan-
ger of an Increase of tax burdens to
meet the demands of the. State, occa-
gloned by the fallure of some to
pay. Thiz conditlon of affalrs natu-
rally forced the State to take neces-
sary stepa to collect the large sums of
money that had been withheld from the
Treasury, Hénce, the passage of the uct
of February 11, 1998,

The act :‘,l!. as I bave said, defactive in
gome of 118 features, and if it b kep: on the
statute-books shou.e be amended. When
the applicant, for tax-title Is a non-resi-
dent of the county or corporation where
the application is filed, it would be in ul-
most every case far cheaper to piay the
penslty, even when unjust, than to follow
the applicant outside of the county of
carporation and sue for ‘damages donc
by him, thus putting redress practically
beyond the reach of the injured land~
owWnes. \

GIVE THE COURTS POWER.

1t is, thercfore, recommended that, in
any legislatlon looking to the better col-
lection of taxes, the counly or corpora-
tion court whereln the land ls situated
should be veeted with jurisdletion, on mo-
tlon, or by suit, to try and determine ull
questions arising under such legisiation.
The applicant for tax-title being requircd
as a prerequisite to the fling of his ap-
plication for sueh & title to designate by
proper writiug, to be recorded in sald
court, some person In sald county or
corporation upon whom proper legal no-
tloe of such motion or suit can at all
times ba made, I would also recommend
that proviston be made for serviee of
notlee of such application on the present
owner of record whers such owner is dif-
ferent from the person in whose name
the land is ussessed on the last land-book,
It is also recommended that in all such
legtglation provision be made for county
and munlcipal taxes, as well as State
taxon.

It is a well-known fact that many pur-
chasers of renl estate, after years of occu-
pancy and fancied pecurity, hiave been
compelled to pay  delinquent taxes on
thelr lands asscssed In the name of for-
mer owners, which taxes, If known at the
time of nequigition, would have been paid
out of the purchase money,

Therctore, for the better protection of
purchagers of land, and the better collec-
tlon of such taxes, It {g recommended
thiat us n preroqulsite to the recordation
of all deeds and copveyances of laod,
other than wille and releasesdeads, there
shall be endorsed on such conveyance a
certifieate from the proper officer, or oill-
cers, showing that all taxes—Siate,
county, and municipal—in the name of
the grantors upon the property conveyed
prior to the beginning of the current tax
year, have been pald, This, 1t 1= belleved,
will Inaugurinte o simple, Inexpensive pys-
tem, growing more effective year by yeat,
and one which will eventually prove gafle,
gatisfuctory, und etticlent, without hard-
ghip or material expense to the Commorn-
wealth or land-owner, and will obviate |
the necesgity for o liirge amount of tax
legialation.

UUTSTANDING

|

AND UNCOLLECTEID
ASSETS.

Thers nre a number of unpaid eclaims

apd judgments In favor of the Common-
wealth, which, owing to the bulk and
volume of corrent business, It {8 lmpos-

sible for the Attorney-General to give
time, attentdgn, and vigorous special
fort necessary to realize anything there-
Trom.

It s believed by
Lo

that ewrnest effort,
specinl attorney, selpcted with o view
his special titness for this work, would
tealige lurge amounts to the Commons-
wealth from these clalms,

It is, therefore, recommended that the
Gavernor, Auditor, Attorney-General,
nnd State Treasurer, be authorized and
vippowerad o seleet for the performance
speching work an atiorney. He
from the amount realized from

10

vs hls necessaly expenses n-

In the Investigation and prosecu-

tlon thercol, and such percentage from
the amounts renlized ps may be agreed
upon by sald board; sald board to be au-

thorized snu empowered Lo Investigate
and sue far, adjust, compromisge, and set-

te sl obllgations, cldime, or demands
due the State, upon such terms as they
may  deem tar the best interest of the
Stite.  No sult to be Instituted on such
Clikme, powever, unless first authorized
und approved by the Atloruey-General,

amd then ratified and approved by sald
bowrd,

THE PENITENTIARY 18 PAYING.
The reportg of the Superintendent and
Huard of Directors of the Powtentiory
show that that important instliution has
been carefully and successfully managed,
snd during the past two fiscul years hos
contributed to the public treasury the
nel sum of F6100.20-10 wit, $80,08.64 for
the year 1897-'58, and $46,108.06 for 1898-'6,
Ihe expense of transporting prisoners
to and from the penitentiury, wmounting
mder the new and economical  system,
to between $5,000 and 88,000 per nnnum
s not included in these figures, A lurger
showing would have been made for the
st named year, but  for the [m-
perative  necessity  of adding  to
hospital buildings "t the

nd at o the furm, and  énlurging
penitentlary workshops, During

prison
il
buth

provements have been made at the State
furm. The net cush revenue remaining

tentlary for the year just passed is the
largest on record. While these figures
are grotirying from a financlal standpoint,

Judgment, the prisoners are
under o system which i8 the best that
could be hoped for so far us thelr well-
being s concerned, Practically speaking,
all the conviets are worked under the eye
of Btate officers. Experlence has shown
thut the health of convicts bs better when
they are employed than when they nre
Idle, and better under the existing sys-
tem: than it was when prisoners were
hired out upon publle works,

The chief revenue of the Institution
comes from the hires recelved from the
Juseph Davis Boot and Shoe Company.
But the Btate farm has fulfilled the ex-
pectations Indulged o when It was es-
tabliished, The crops there were short
the past yYear on acoount of great freshe-
¢is In the river, which Aocoded our valu-
able low grounds at a critical period,
and by reason of droughts later on. Bui,
as a usual thing, the fanm may be relivd
upon to support the prisoners sent there,
w large portion of whom dre more or
less unfit for work. The farm s In a
high state of cultivation, and Is very
fertile. The State owns M3 acres of Jand
on the noerth side of the James river, and
for several Years past also has becn cul-
tivating, on shares, the best part of Mr,
Tucker's farm on the opposite side of the
tiver. Aun opportunity now presents sl
fur the State to buy the Tucker farm,
and, if In your judgment the price asked
is reasomuble, and the condition of the
State's finances will  permit, 1 would
recotnmend that the purchase be made.
Wi ghould wot then be paying any great-
er rental than we are now paying, and
would be Justificd In making fmprove-
ments there which we could not think of
muking while we are tenants.

NEED OF MORE CELL-ROOM.

While 1L am clearly of the opinion that
the Stute should own more land, 1 do
not belleve that the number of prisoners
at thg State farm can be Incressed ma-
terially in the near future, The contract
with the shoe compuny, which recently
hus been extended to the Year 1813, will
toquire the penitentinry authorities (o
keep here In Richmond (where most of
the protits of the Institution are earncd)
about 120 men and women. It follows,
therefore, that with uil the relief the
farm can afford, the cells in the
men's  depuriment at the penitentiary
must be deplorubly crowded. There Is am-

ple room in the women's wiard, but the
en nre packed beyond the bounds of

i« |

the |

Years a large amount of permanent lm- |

In the Treasury to the credit of the peni- |

has been the subject of n
and inquirics, and thers
has been any question at afl as to the
ness of the demand for more
cell-room. The moral ind physical health
of the prisoners—our duty to these
wrétched men snd our duty to ourselves—
alike urge that early steps be taken
looking to the emlargement of the cell-
house, The appeal In this behalf s made
by the officers of the penitentiary to you
and me with all the more confidence be-
cause the nstitution for many years past
has been paying a large net cash profit
into the public treasury,
CONDITIONAL PARDONS.

The conditional-pardon act, passed at
the last session of the Legislature, has
been halled as a blegsing by the prisoners;
has been beneflelal to the discipline o f the
prison, and is, 1 belleve, approved by the
public. So far a total of 102 conditional
pardons have been granted, and we are
Yot to hear of the first one of the bene-
ficlaries of the act violating the condi-
tlons Imposed upon him when executive
clemency was exerclsed, I ask your at-
tention to what the Board of Directors
has to say about amending the act so as
to bring within the operations of the law
many prigoners who are now excluded
from its beneflts.

The prevalence of gmall-pox In certain
citles and countles of Virginin during the
past year made it necessary that unusual
precautlons should be exercised,

I eoncur with the board and Buperin-
tendent, and emphasize thelr suggestion
as to the desirabllity of appolnting a
chaplaln for the penitentinry. The minis-
ters of the Gospel in this city have done
a great and good work in visiting the pri-
soncrs, and I hope they will eontinue their
visits; but there should be one in dally
attendance upon the prison, and for such
services the Btate should be willing to
piay a reagonable salary.

The health maintained in the peniten-
tlary and at the farm i3 highly credita-
ble to the surgeons and other officers. It
Is also a cause for congratulation that
the Institution s now provided with the
amplest and best hospltal facilities it has
ever had, Yet the necessity remains to
safeguard the penttentlary and farm
agninst epldemic disenses, and for some
months during the past year they were
“gquarantined”’ dGgalnst the small-pox, &
dificult and responsible work, which was
admirably done.

COLORED REFORMATORY.

Our colored ¢itizens, through the zeal
and intelligent effort of one of their num-
ber, Professor John H. Smith, late Mints-
ter resldent and Consul-General to Libe-
ria, through a chartered association,
known as “The Negro Reformatory As
soclution of Virginlu,"” are attempting a
work simiiar to that of the Reform
Sthool of the Prison Association of Vir-
ginlg, for white boys, They have suc-
ceeded In establishing the Virginla Man-
ual School, at Hanover, Va. A plantation
of 1L8M acres of land has been purchased
at a cost of $14,422, by contributlons of
our own citlzens and philunthropic per-
sons from outside of the State, and this
fund hes been supplemented by a gener-
ous gift from Mr, Collis P, Huntington,
of New York, of over $11,00, Some need-

| ed repalrs have been made to the build-

ings, and the school has be#en put In
operation. 1 granted conditional pardon
to seven boyvs under 16 years of age and
sent them to the school, and I am glad
1o report that on & visit of inspection to
the farm by the Board of Managers of
the penitentiary snd myself, we found
them moking most satisfactory progress.
These boys have so far been clothed and
fed by the Institution,

Virginian has given large opportunities
for common school and higher education
for colored children and youths, and yet
there Is a distressing lack of moral ad-
vantement among some of them, as wit«
negsed by the crowded condition of our
poenlteéntlary and Jalls, and the State
should, for Itg own good and the welfars
of this cluss, devise gome plan for saving
the large number of pegro children and
youths who are beyond the influence of
the public gchools or Intelligent home re-
strauinte, It is to the Interest of the Siate
and of soclety that every effort
b made for the moral, religious,
and coducational advancement of  all
clisses of clilzens, This work, of
course, Is In a4 lurge measure ex-
perimental, but, In  etfelent hands
atdd with proper and sufficlent encournge-
ment, iU is well worthy of experiment,
amd it would be well for the Leglslature
to make gome arrangement with the in-
stitution 1o take Incorrigible or eriminal
boys or girls on something like similur
terms as those under which they are
teken at the Laurel Reformatory.

It may be thut the Leglslature will see
Its way clear to make a reasonable ap-
propriation for necessary bulldings.

- ——— v
STATE HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS,

Thelr Condition and Some Sugges-
tlons—How to Regolnte Troasts,

The reports of the varlous State hos-
pitals are before you, und | point you
to the recommendations and BUuggestions
thérein contained. There will be neces-
sity for some measure to be adopted to
relieve the crowded condition of these in-
stitutions and to provide ftor other af-
flicted partles who are demanding wd-
cmlsgton and proper chre,
will no doubt be suggested, and this wiil
recelve at your hunds due conslderation
| and all the hielp possible under the State's
Huanclul conditlon,

The hospital at Marion was planned for
| & much larger number of patlents than
‘ It can at present accommodate, There is

abundant water supply and adminlstra-
| tive accommodations, electrle and
| lng puwer for fully double the present
number,  The bullding was vlanned for

hiedt-

I am glad to be able to say that, in my | very large extensions, and one wing hus |
employed | now an addition almost

ompleted, which,
| #f finished, would accommodite parsibly
| & suMclent number to relieve the
| Bestlon at that Institution and enable o
} to receive thofe who are at home or in
! Julls, who, through thelr friends, ure
| clamuring for admission. T recommend
that the pecesSsury appropriation 1o com-
| plete thi= building be mu su0n
| pracuicable.
[ BOARDS OF PURLIC INSTITUTIONS,

I have endeavared to distelbute through-
out the State the appolntments on the
boirds of our public instiwutions as fur
as possible, § think in this way a more
llnlnn.‘!o- and personal Inierest can be
| developed in all our great public iustitu-
| tlons by all the people of our State, and,

where these appolntments have, by acel-

dent or otherwise, been largely centervd
inu few Jocalities of the Stale, It would
| be all the better for the [nsttutions
| themselves, and for the harmony and
| unity of purpose of our cltizens as o
| body, for other sections of the State to
ba favored te lke extent, for a period,
at leust, dn the future, even It o little
Xt expense shoula be Incurred,

HDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,

I am glad to announve that all of the
educutional Institutions are doing their
work well and dre In a prosperous conli-
Lo,

An epldemie of typhold-fever unfortu-
nately interropted the work of the Vir-
ginla Military Tustitute, but It is now be-
Heved that the cause has been discovered
il removed, and that a recurrence of
such conditions will always be, In the
future, lmpossible,  This Institution, elus-
tered about as it is with such noble and
herole memories, has a great work to do
in the scleniific education of youths und
in drilling them in the art and stience of
war. 1t Is the oniy purely military instj-
tution maintiined by any State of this
Unlon, and, In our civil war and In the
lute Spanish-American  war, furnisied
many courageous and noble snd skilled
officers for our American troops. [t de-
serves your fostering care, and, recelving
such, should perform a work equal ip
thoroughness o that of the Nuationg)
Academy at West Polnt,

THE VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTI.
TUTE.

The Virginla Polytechnic Institute, lo-
eated ul Blacksburg has the largest roll
of students In its history, and, along with
its milltary instruction, Is turning cut

=

s us

Varlous plans |

1 would also take time to commend the
excellent results our normil

bullding up to a higher degres of effi-
clency and thoroughness our whole pub-
He-school system in Vieginia.

I call attention to the recommendi-
tions of the Bourd of Visitors of the
school at Farmvllle, asking for an appro-
priation for some much-needed repairs
and improvements, and hope this will
have favorable consideration.

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA,

The Universlty of Virginla, which Is
now recognized ull over the world as the
first real university organized on the
American Continent, Is prospering more
than at any time In its history. 1 desire
to commend thus publiely the faithfui,
Intelligent, and successful management
of Its affairs by Its Board of Visltors,
and, In view of the great work It is doing
to the honor of our State, as well as to
the honor of our country itself, to ask
the Legislature to restore to it Its annulty,
a8 well as make prowsion for the Inte-
rest charges and sinking fund of its bond-
ed debt. In the past two years, under the
management of lts present board, (he
number of students has nearly doubled,
and the enrolment will reach the present
sesslon fully 0. In the beauty of fts
architeeture and complete comfort and
equipment of Its bulldings, together with
the thoroughness of Its course of lustruc-
tion, 1t has not a supbrior and few equals
In America, and is truly a natlonal as well
is 4 State university. It is justly styled
the “capstone of our public-school sys-
tem,"” and realizes In its present lfe the
Ideals of the immortal Jefferson,

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

I call special attention to the report of
the Superintendent of Publlc Instruction,

It Is a subject of congratulation that
this great work Is making such satisfuc-
tory progress,

VUNFEDERATE SOLDIERS HOME,

The managers of the Boldlers' Home
have been carlng for an Increased num-
ber of old and disabled Confederate sol-
diers, and the faithful and unselfish labors
of the managers of this Institution are
most heartily commended,

The appropriation to this and the gene-
ral appropriation for maimed and depen-
dent soldlers should be continued,

REPAIRS TO THE CAPITOL.

I would call your attention to the fict
that the historic Capitol of this State a
building hallowed by the sucred memo-
ries of a young natlon's rise sl fall, de-
serves conslderation at your hands, look-
ing to Its repalr and preservation. The
roof is getting old and should be removi ad,
and the old wood-work which forms the
same should be substituted with iron
girders and rafters, which woud mitke
the bullding almost fire-proof. 1 would
then recommend that the paitntings which
g0 long hung in the rotunda be brought
h:u‘k and placed in their old posltiona.
They would then be just as safe and be
In a more sultable and desirable position,
It Is algo as necessary for the presery.-
tlon of Houdon's priceless statue of W.au
Ington, and I would recommend that Lhe
room now used at the library bullding
a pleture gallery be put to other puUrpeSos
I would also recommend that the Hght-
Ing aud heating of the Library, the Capl-
tol, the Governor's manslon, and (he
Capltol grounds should all be done Trow
i plant at the Library bullding, and thot
bollers and dynamoes of suthcient siz
and power be put in at that piace for
this purpose

THE REGULATION OF TRUSTSA.

Chartered  companies or corporations
are tho creatures of Stite glaliutures
They get thelr right to exist from such
bidies us your aown, while at the simo
time the channels of thelr operitions
and the expenditure of thelr energlos are
marked out for them by your hunds, You
have the power, not only to creats such
organlzations yoursell, but also to regu-

late the wuy in which the corporations
ereated by other State legislatures shnli
conduct thelr business in the Stule of

Virginla,

This power should be most
Buarded and most copservatively used
On the one hand, by vour failure to
authorize or create a chartersd campuny,
you may lose an opportunity to butld up
your State and bring into We and actton
her dormant wealth. On the other hathi,
by a too free and unguestioning use of e
chartering power, you may give ihto the
hunds of unserupulous men the opporiu-
ity to take away, In 4 remediless man-
ner, some of the dearest righis of ther
fellow-men,

We are confronted with changes of must
stupendous chutacter that are golng on in
the world's Industrin]l affulrs, A strugele
mighty in power and prenciple s form
ing between the coitizen, with nil his
rights and privileges, on the one slile,
and collectivism or combind=m, with all ts
threntened svils, on the other. What the
result of this contest will be, or what
is the practicnl solution of the probiem,
we cannot foreson; nor am T able to point
out a4 remedy entleely gatisfactory to my-
self,

I would suggest, as wholesome checks
on the abuses and oppresslons and threge-
[ vning danger from great corporations and

combiues, certain unmistakable additions
| to the criminal code of our Stiate, which
| 1 hud the honor to nmend in my in-
| nugiral address, delivered before the last

Lagislntuis nd alga that the offieers of
| such sorporations be held to a gtrict ac-
ountabitlity for the falthful discharge of
" dutles, and for honorable and
gealous care of the Interest entrusted to
them.

I would suggest that vou enact laws
for the violdtion of which penalties be
preseriped coveripg in clear terms those
things which no corporation shall be per-
mitted to do in the State of Virginia.
Among these erlminal acts 1 would plice
the use of money by contribution or
atherwise Iu vlections, or primaries; false
returns of taxoble values: the publishing
false Hnancial statements by officers
directors; (Hegal combluations to op-
Press o weak competitor and drive hilm
from a rivalling business. These sirike
me a8 Lelug practicnl suggestions, and it
they will not entively solve the so-culled
frust guestion, they will, at least, put
wholegome resttatnts upon them. Of one
tilpg I feel sure, that unless some such
sufeguards are erected to check and regu-
late the power and Influence of thess
Erasping combines the peaples  will soon
become their manacled sluves. Should
the private and politienl rights of the
people be destroyed, thelr holings con-
fiscuted, and all the wealth and power of
thit government concentrated in a fow
hunds, and every office controlled at their
dictatlon, then, Indeed, will be hope of
our republic bave expired,

zealously

—i
PUNISH BUYING OF VOTES,

Muke Election Returns Falr and Ac-
curnte—=Senntors by Primary.

The Injury and evil arising from the as.
Sertion and publication of the charge of
buying votes, and controlling elections in
the Btate by the use of money and corpo-
riate influence is growing tq an alarming
axtent. Espec.way 1s this the case In re-
gard to county and municipal elections, It
must be admitted that every efforr of
the law-making power should be exerted
Lo prevent such an evil. Virginia should
sel an example to her sister States in
devising plans for purlfying and kKeeping
clean the elective system. The privilege
of Amerlcan citizenship Is a high, and
should be held as a sacred, one, yet It is
frequently charged that votes are bought
and s=old on election-days as ordinary
commodities are bought und sold In the
‘common markets. Where is the safety to
our {nstitutions If this alleged evil 1s per-
mitted to obtaln? The severest penalty
oight Lo be Imposed and the greatest pre-
ciution should be taken to prevent such
crimes. The party who would offer the
bribe should be punished, and In case of
satistactory proof, should be disqualified
from voting or holding offive, und when

curmnﬁvavlﬂuulhchtwhnu-‘

HAVE FAIR ELECTION RETURNS,
The accuracy and falrness of our elec-
tlon returns should be above susplelon.
Alter the voles are deposited the citisens
should have unshaken confidence In the
truth &nd accuracy of the returnsg, Suth
returns should be “like Caesar's wile,
above suspicion.”” It 18 largely In Your
power to accomplish this by the gelection
of the men you put In chargs of the law
und of the conduct of the elections, |1
doubt very much If It 1# I the Ingenulty
of man to devise a plan for a secret bal-
lot whieh, In the hands of unscrupulous
men, may not be subject to abusge and de-
ception. It largely rests in the Indi-
vidual character of the sSeparate judges
of elections, and any complaint or indicts
ment against the accuracy and fairness
of the election returns is a complaint
against the Integrity and honesty of
the citizens In charge of the same. Here
again you can provide for the taking of
testimony and can grant by your enact-
ments ample gpportunity for vindication
or conviction. -~
Many unjust complaints on this score
arlse from political animosities, But it Is
only just te his good name, to give the
Judge who performs this thankless task
an opportunity to unmistakably vindicate
himself, and to stop the cry and clamor
uf the detrpctors of himself and his
State. Hence a man laying a chargs of
this kind should be given full and ample
opportunily to sustain It
FAVORS A SENATORIAL PRIMARY.
While 1 am aware the question of elect-
Ing United States sepators by direct vote

of the people Is, primarily, a natlonal
one, and that the most satlsloctory
means of obtaining  this  would  be

through amendments to the Federal Con
stitution; still experienca has shown, and
the belief 1s firmly fixed In the minds of
the people, that there s but little, If any,
hope for a change through congressional
uetlon, and relief, If it comes, must romsa
through the State legislatures. That
there are a large majority of the people
of Virginia in fuvor of some mode wherv-
by they can give expression of (heir
cholee on this important oflee as they do
in the case of all other of thelr repre-
sentatives, both State and natlonal, is so0
manifest that I do net suppose It will ba
controverted, and as the election of
United States senator I8 50 Intmately
Intérwoven with our State affalrs 1 foel
that it is not improper for me to call the
attention of the Legisluture to this ques-
tion, ¢

I do not feel that it Is necessury, If, in-
decd, 1t would be proper, for me to gol
forth at length why sitch o change s Jde-
sired, and why jt should be adopted.

It is certainly more in Keeping with
our republican institotions that the peo-
plo chogsa dif «otly thelr representatives,
Then, the electlion of a senator
were removed from the Legislature the
representatives would be chiofen more
ally because of their known views
matters of State Interest atd Impor- |
nd not, we there §s danger of, un-
der our present system, becanuse of their
preference for certain candidates for the
United States Senute, thus subordinating
and preventing an expression of the peo-
ple on matters of importance to thele
muterial interest wilch may come up for
legiglntive nction.

Whiles I am glad to say that Virginia in
the past has been free ftom some of the
legiglative scandals that have attended
the election of United States senators in
recent years in some ol our sister Stites,
st we must realizge that there s danger
of such oceurrences, since llKe couses
producy lke results

The reasons are
vincing, and it is so evidently the
of our peopde, that 1 earnestly
mend that the Legisinture pass o

and cone
Tpsira
Fedom-
Renernl

o manifold

primary law, whershy the people ean vote |
directly on thelr cholee for United Sonte s
senntor, and have the same sufeguards |
and assurances that they have In other

general elections that thelr wishes wiil |
be properly recorded, g
1 fell sure that the wisdom of the
Laegislature can devise a law that wiil
give sntire sntisfncilon to all of our peo-
ple. No doubit the experience of our sis-
ter States thut have resorted to this me-
thod will be of value In framing the hill
THE COMMISSIONER OF AGRICUL-
TURE.
I Invite especinl attentlon
comprenensive report of the Commis-

ihle

to the

and

af Agriculture. Were t not that {
my space §s necessarlly limited, T would |
follow my natural Inclination und |iu'v-‘.l|

at length on many matters pertnining to
the great furming Interest of the Btare
I rejoice, however, thet our able and efi-
it Commissioner hus so fully and elup-
orately treated the many subjects o
which he has colled sttention. He hag
glven most Interesting and valuable sug-
gestions, und I am sure his recommenda-
will have your most careful, and, 1
hope fevornble, conslderation. Agricul-
ture should be the noblest and most dig-
il of all callings. It js the grandest
of wll « . and 15, In fact, the bosis of
all oths It basz had s beginnlog in all
countries with the firet daown of oivill-
gatlon. It employs a greuter number of
operatives than uny other calling. It con-
duces more to national prosperity and the
welfare of all classes, It gives cnurgy to
the mind, and health' to the body; and,
above all things, most promotes temperite
and virtuous habits, and Is conducive to
knowledge and purlty of morel character,
which ure the plilurs of all good govern-
ment, and the troe support of national
Independence, and us o cluss has evoer fur-
thelr truest patriots,

tions

nished to nations
pmd deserves at the hands of all law-
making powerg the stimulating. and

strengthenlng Influence of legitimate pro-
tection and healthful encouragement. It
will be ndmitted that the farmers are not
enjoying that measure of prosperity thoat

fs clitimed for those in oth lines of
industry, and they especially FAOTVE
wttention at this time We have yast
areas of land uncultivated, 1o which im-
migration shoukd be lnvited, and, If the
depurtment I8 properly supported with

funds, much can be done in this direc-
tion,

An approprintion sufficlent to make this
department  effeotive  should made,
either direct from the traesury, or, I It
s thought expoedient, by a4 small tonnage
tax on all fertillzors sold, o8 Is suggest-
el by the Commissloner, The standard of
all  tertilizers should be kept up to
the published annlysis, and means should
be afforded the farmer to have fertilizers
tested at all times, The manufactiirers
should not ubiect to the payment of the
necessary expense of Keeplng thelr goods
to the required standard, as it protects
them from competition against spurious
and Impure articles sold under fnlse ana-
lysis as well as the farmer from
purchasing such articles.

The recommendations of Lae Commils-
sloner ag (0 the necessity of a pure-food
law and the establishment of furmers'
Institutes merits your earncst considera-
tion, and 1 would especlally commend the
recommendation  to  properly  publish
the great minernl resources of the State,
We should, by all means, bring to the
attention of the world our undeveloped
mines of wealth, The Btates should not
longer delay this lmportant work of
ordering a tull and comprehensive geolo-
gical survey of her mineral interests
No land under the sun with an  egquat
amount of territory, can boast of greater
advantages than Virginia, In soil, climate,
und minerals, .

THE LABOR BUREAU,

The Leglslature at the last session pass-
ed an act creating a Bureau of Labor and
Industrial Statisties. In addition to the
Natlonal Bureau of Labor, some thirty
Htates have now separate burcaus of this
kind, and they are reported as doing
valuable work.

This s comparatively a new fleld of in-
vestigation In Virginla, ard the
tance of securing the services of the

he

moted.

After a thorough investigation as
to  the qualification of the several
applicants  for the position, 1 ap-

pointed Mr, A. P. Montague, 1 feel that
the State I8 to be congratilated on his
management of the afairs of the ofhee,
He has proven himself to be an ab'c,
palnstaking, and efMelent ofcer,  He Las
given satisfactlon to all clusses of our
people, and the department has been made

popular with both employers and  em
ployoes,
Your attention is respectfully invited

to the able and full report he has muode
of our Industrinl conditions, and I hope
favorabie conslderation mayv be gliia
the changes and improvements he sus-
geates In the law. Maost of tnem
me as belng wholesome and necess;
VIRGINIA-MARYLAND BOUNDAR
On October 2, 1897, my prodecessor, |
appointed Hon. B, T. Gunter, Jr.,
4 commissioner  on e part ot
Virginla to.nct in concert with o comim
sloner on the part of Maryland Lo replace
the buoys aleng the boundary Hupe In-
tween the two States [n the Tangler dnd
Pocomoke sounds. ‘The Governor of
Maryland appointed Hon, Thomas & He
reprossut tl

Ay iine

Special Sale of

Fine Ornaments

Christmas ~ Prsas,

Kid Gloves.

We are hmt{!-
quarters for Fine
Kid Gloves, Opl,
raliable brands
find space in t)is
department
hence onr sinecess

in * the Gl
trade. We are
now prepared

with a fnll lins

for tue nolidays, embracing the
well-known brands.,

#an . commissioner to 3
State, and, at the request of both com- | @0 palrs Hoa! Fine luportad Mechs
migsioners, the General Government de- | Undressed K Gloves, the $.25 k
tailed Captaln J. B. Baylor and Mr. W | for T0e. jair _

. Hodgkins from the United States Cosst .'leJh;’I- ¢ 'l' !i"a';-r”\ letorin ‘“I-I Gloves
and Geodetfc Survey Department, to lo- Our ‘:“ni; I-:-I‘-Iv...'ll _\ir.'-\.Tl.‘:--rlIllali.lx:\‘":_.- (r 1

ciate these points. The report of Mi.
Gunter and these engineers 8 on file in

shades

{0

the executive office, showing this work J I' S I & S

has been satisfactotily done, II “.'S YC e Oﬂ.
Marviond and Virginia were to bon

their part equally In this undertaking | oo o0 techniodl The aMasts o

and 1 hope the Legislature will appropri= | o ng 0 4ove refvsed to b

ate a sum sufficlent to compensute AMi. < rckifsmiaii-hih e apinti g

1

Gunter and Captain Baylor for their
fictent work. Maryland puid Mr. Hodson
$300 for his services and Captaln Hodenios .
& per day. Mr. Gunter only asks $L0, | o,
and I would suggest that the Btate muks |,
ta Captaln Haylor

were not seen, Al ds soon as they

they

the State making complaint. To this the

ufp t

expected to the
inloaal s L3 I thy
rialged et the time Quirk
* necdssary, and the true =
ry obsdivnce woas munifestng

s dutles performed

the same allowance | dne it g
that was paid Mr. Hodgkins by Maryuuih | quorifice and inconventence, 1f ev
Mr. Gunter wans enguged twenty-0ve wid | cuution had not been ke iy
Captain Baylor for thirty-sight days dread digettse had heen allowed 1o
I would renew u recommendation L had | grene loss of Hfe and dnmin
the honor to miuke to the lust Legislature, | vpjgl foterest might have out
suggesting an approprigtion of 00 10| phe wey cenxure waild 3
plainly and permanently mark the hma'.‘-d— heaped upon the authorities w
ury line at the polnts mentioned. The | to do thelr duty. 1. therifors, )
Stutes have within the last twelve mouihs | Legislature will walve pll g
had trouble and beesn put to expense | pwchnleality, and promptly ord
alriost sufficlent to  mark the Il ment of the clalm 1
On the night of February 8, 1890, _l-‘I* NEED NEW BTATE CONSTI
Virginia police schooner, Pocomoke, Cap- In coneluston, I would |
tain Parks commuanding, opetuting N | yention to n subject whicl
ingler Bound, captured two boats be- | pant jx the most lport
longing to cltizens of Maryland—ino ) ooepue  your attention
Water Lily an® the Minnle Estelle-and | o0 which dessrves somo
geveral of thelr respective crews,  Thess |y .09
boats were token to Tangier Island and Virginians can surely |
put in charge of guards, and the prison- | oo makers of constitglic
erg were confined In Accomoc CoUntY oo hes matiers, able to
Juil. The Governor of Maryiand eontends | o oe, g0 nduring sts
ed that the bouts were captured on the | oy e The present Cons
Maryland gide of the line, and requested
their return and the releise of the pri- .
BOners, Alter correspondence  between
the Governor of Muryland, the Common- | ... alioutd
wealth’'s Attorney and Judge of Accompe | oo ) wil
| county and myself, and consultation with | . by golng
the Attorney-General, 1 became convineed exposition  of
that the Governor of Maryland was vight | oo 0 sxie
in hts contantion, and relensed the bonts, of it ahnnets: o i
and the Commonwenlth's Attorney of Ac the qu pom
comue dismissed the procesdings against lans should, snd e
the prisoners, AR AT N
TO PUNISH DEPREDATORS, oonaidaration {0
During ..e correspondence with the | o 0 ointion » tha poig
Guvernor of Marylund, which T submit &% | oooonn to qmend s present A
uh ompanying dooument with this tion through separate and &
message, It will be seen that it was my logistative enactn : L

desire to hive o perménent and satis- select & Joint eow tl

fuetory method established to punish de- -I-q-:'s of the Housi 1 B i

| predutors on our oyster-gronnds, Owing | 05 0 0 o e Loy

to the Indistinctness of the line, and the [ o0 o0 =00 5 oo™ pne e
anture, I

distance each bout hns to patrol, it has from citizens at large, whese du

been impossible to prevent them from ;}““ be 10 study and fof

crossing and tuking ters as long 4% | hunges in the present Coustitu

ild redound most to thoe greatos

Wil

were discovered, hurtying back across the | “t‘u- reatost number, somEwhat

line for safety, and, even If captured, con- | (& TS WG Tl aode of Vir
tending elther that they were on their ':_l;.,‘ 3. ‘This commities could
slile or thiat they did not know that they :; d 'h' o ‘:'_:_u,l‘“‘ and sum:
had sed the lne. This mode of proce- | ' 'y :t e GnOLBEr ture is elec
dure h been very provokiog, and jv is "“1 ..-.-:-n-:'r-l'- hore, (he present on
not to be wondercd at that occasionally | S I be convenid lo speclsl sesston
! : ! pould bhe convel 1
: 1_‘:",‘“”::”:;“.IIJ.” ‘.“‘MI I..‘Hr” i‘ll ¥ans 138 and puss the e omimendations of this
EFANLA. Wiuaad L Loy "\ : ! ao 't Flivn f the same reeom
fo establish a system for the arrest of | © ulni“, o are pissed by anuther Lagis-
these parties after they had crossed the ;“'_ ey g T et ubenitted to 1
Hne would better serve the ends in view, | 2000 f..l “helr ratifeation, we would
und be much more economicul than the f" e Consritution kmapded with

Hve i onsrituts i 12l L

expensive police system rendered neces-| " : . 1 taciiit

sary by the practices | have enumeratod; | P07 W0 AR . '
Tisitii .[ |,-!--:----».| ol r}.t-“n',.,l\-. ::“rl I.,r By adopting such & courds as 1rl. L] ’
Maryiand that parles committing depre- could get rld of t:m : nl\. vaxal _. it
datlons and escuping to either Stare | W und ¢r!ﬂ‘:u‘”: i:l n-‘ln; -:i-.u” e |
shoul e M nds Fiv ¥ ' dent to a4 constitutional convention

wuld b rrong 1 on requisition to the dangers incident to the Indiffor

he Individuu! voters when such 4 ¢

Governor of Marviand gave hils assent
and i thorough agrova L' was mide e | Hon is submitted to them. It =
tween the Attorney-Genernl of Marylan e o grest and worth O EVEne
and the Attorney-Ceneral of this State | While we hava lived very well and

If the oystérmen of Maryland who wara | Pered greatly under the present
In the hablt of coming to Virginla to fign | 19tlon, such a class of clfise
and oyster could be made to fee] that Slate cap ‘boast of Are #ble 1o succud
they were In danger of detection and sur. | Under any conatitution, ll" ey edth -
render, they would, of course, not be s0 defoots We would 4 '._.“ \
bold In thelr s predations, 1 regret to only of our present gensration, 1
say that the plan did not work to fuif | “#€ding  geterations, if we :
frultion, as the Governor of Maryland | WEEDIY question in a spirit of fa

’ of economy, and Intelllgent adjust

falled to honor the frst requisition | made
upon him under this agreement; but a
wholesome [nfluence has been exerted on

of the various parts*of civil governme:
and evolve o written instrument that wi

of thousands dolln

¢ hundreds

aceount of fear of Lelng arrested. The | ™V t .
@ 1 ' rors of thi | and g
liitle complaint has been heard since this J; b r;-‘m--':! !
et id of governmaent, :
A 1 TRIBUTES T0O THE DEAD,
. B i - During the year drawing to a closs
GOOD ORDER MAINTAINED, Siate i oAt SO th Thanrs

Omeer Commended for Proseeoting

losa of an u

msual number of h

guighed sons, most prominent
Lynehers=—New (oustitution, these belng ex-Covernor P. W M

The State has been signully free from | ney, who died at his haome, in 1
mob vielence and disorder. Two or thres | Va., on the first duy of March
Iynching cases oceurred which could not | ex-Governor F. W. M. Hollud
have been prevented, though the leeil | at Winchester, Va., on the
officers did all In thelr power. The Com- | May, 189,
monwealth's Attorney of Patrtek county, They had each served ti- 3 with

J. M. Hooker, Fag., deserves speclal come
mendation for having prosecuted to con-

congplenous fdelity and a
wir and In peace, They had

viction #several partics who were (ndleted | elplents of the highest bonu
for complicity In u lynching in ths\ colit- | gt of thelr people, and as

1y, snd it Is hoped that this example | the State, have mads indeitll i
will have & wholesome Influence I de- | upon the pages of Its hist
terring others from such lawless per- | sured up to the fullest requls
formances, leaders in thought and actlos

A lew ovcasions nave arwen when it | grace and  dignley Lo i
was necessary to have the military injtlon they filled, Each bLos
readiness Lo suppress threatened disor- | his  pergpon  honorable  wound
ders, but T am glad to report that no | dences of chlvalrle devotion to ¢
troops have been ordered out for this pur- | they loved so well, May thele privat

1 bave invariably insisted on the | tus

pose.

a and characteristica of noble ma

ctvil uuthorities axercising control, ghd by | Inspire the young men of our S
firm and judiciogs action every emer- | emulate thelr examples of purity «
triotism

gency has besn met,
YELLOW-FEVER.

Yellow-fever made My  appearance
among the inmates of the Soldlers' Homa
at Hampton on the st of July. I was
notified by Dr. 8. W, Hobson, gquarantine
officer at Newport News, ad soon 88 the
diseurs wus discovered. 1 at once ealled

of

mii
e

up the mayors of this and other con- fl:f
tiguous cltles, and notified the Secretary ,]',
of the State Hoard of Health, Prompt Sta

#teps were taken Lo prevent the spread
of the disease, and by proper precautions
It was Kkept confined to the loeality In
which it origlnated. In obedlence to the
request of the Mayor of Norfolk, T ore
dered the State Naval Reserves and the
State oyster police boats  to  assist
that officer in preserving & strict guads
antlne aryund the city. The Mayor of
Portsmouth summoned Grimes's Battery
to asslst him in, bhelping to form o sUar-
niting liné to protect that clty, The com-
mandant of this battery wired to know 1f
he should obey the summons, and was
answered at once in the afMfirmative, but
with caution to be sure that the sum-
mons was in order and from the proper
authority, and was requested, In the In-
terest of economy, 1o have his commuand
relleved from duly as soon as possihie.
The troops were posted beyond the limits
of the city in Norfolk county, and, owing
to this fact,.and that the Sheriff of Nor-
folk county did not unite in the sum-
mons and the furthber fact that the Gov-
ernor did not give direct order to tals
command as was done in regard to those
in Norfolk city, the Auditor declined 1o
pay the clalms for thelr services. The
Attorney-General sustained the conten-
tion of the Auditor, but the objectlons

lus

T
all

away
legislatare
Laughlin, Samuel F. Coleman. W, H

added to the shining roll of V

Orders for

Among other worthy and lames

our Commonweidlth who have |
#ince the adjournment of ¢
are Judges Willlar

n, F. R. Farrar, and the

i falthful Clerk of the House «
es nnd Kesper of the Rolls of

onel John Bell Blegger

hese  were hopored offlclals
te ot the thme of thely

trious sons. Each one s enthil
special mention, and thelr momors
Instingly enshrined in the hoatis

who knew them.

May your labors and consclentions
deavors to deviee wise and just luws
the best Interest of our State recelve
benedictions of a kind Providence, whi
has ever watched over the affulrs of o
peaple,

J. HOUE TYLER
Governor

HEADACHE,

losowmnie, Hrain  Fag,
Noervousness,  Nausea,
weud all Stomach [hsor
ders are quickly curcl

Wier's Leman-Size.

-
Absolu lvliy...lflr‘l“l' ":‘ \

Srugginta ln
mhkg.'rhﬂamu )

sent 10 he Dispateh

ny will be given prompt atieniion

P —

and the style of work and prices wili be
sure to picase you.




