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Would ihe Legislatureé have passed the : V .

THE CASE IS ARGUED,

Commissioner of Valuation Law
in the Supreme Court

——————

BUTH SIDES ABLY PRESENTED

Daniel and Smith One Sida: Hontague
and Carter the Other.

—

A DECISION EXPECTED

Probable That the Court Will Ren-
der an Cpinion Without Delay—Im-
mense Crowd

in Court and Great

Interest Manifested.

case of ex-parte’ W. F. Lambert,
h is to test the constitutionality of
act creating the of commis-
oners of valuation is now with the five
the Supreme Court of Appeals
For four hours yesterday
listened to argument for and
against the law.

office

court

The Supreme Court room was crowded
with spectators—a most unusual sight in
il i1l of this tribunal, where dry legal
1ent seldom attracts a large audi-

Besides the array of distinguished
counsel on either side, many of the most
prominent members of the bar of this
a number of bankers, brokers, and
iess-men;  several wmembers of the
General Assembly, and last, but not least,
zithough most remarkable of all, a num-
ber of ladies had seats in the caurt-room.
A BRILLIANT ARBAY OF COUNSEL.

At the bar were several of the best-
lown lawyers in Virginia. Over to the
the judges—all five of whom were sit-
—were Attorney-General

Montague
and Mr. Hill carter, the well-known law-
er of this city, who defended the con-
stitutionality of the act.  Next 1o Mr.
Carter sat Mr. Randolph Hicks, of Nor-
folk, counsel for Colonel Sale, ihe “om-
missioner for that city; next came: Mr,
4. W. Armstrong, of Alexandria, and
Cclonel Francis L. Smith, of that city,
the two gentlemen who were eriginal
counsel for W. F. Lambert, the assistant
cashier of the Citizens’ National Bank
of Alexandria, who was arrested for re-
fusing to answer questions as propounded
by Colonel L. C. Baliey, Commissioner of
Valuations of Alexandriz. Then came
Judges Horsley, of Lynchburg; then Sen-
ator Daniel; Mr. Maryvus Jones. of Hamp-
iton, mext; then Mr. E. F. Causey, of
Hampton: Major Charles S, Stringfellow,
¢of Richmond; Hon. Beverly B. Munford,
of Richmond; Hon. Frank W. Christian,’
¢f Richmond, and Mr. A. P. Thom, of
Nortolk. All except Mr. Montague and
Mr. Carter were of counsel for those at-
tacking the law in ether cases now
pendmg. It is not often that an array
of abler counsel has been seen in a Vir-
ginia couri. Mr. Robert V. arye, who
has been appointed -Jommissioner of Val-
uation for Richmond, and Colonel W. W.
Sale, the Gommissioner for Norfolk, were
1z the spectators.

argument ted from 10 until 2
o'clock. At the first-named hour Colonel
|3 is L. Smith, of Alexandria. began
2 half-hour speech, attacking the bill.
He chiefly confined himself to outlining
ihe case of his petitioner, Mr. Lambert,
who was arrested because of his refusal
answer questions the account
certain the Citizens’

10 as

depositor

10
n

in conclusion, Colonel Smith attacked
the law upon the ground that it had not
4ssed the General Assembly by 2 con-
i , and that it was odiously
character.
AR. MONTAGUE'S ARGUMENT.
Atltorney-General Montague replied to
olonel Smith in a brilliant argument. He
ntended that a recorded majority vote
ary to the passage of the
C not make an appropriation.
s the :usation of the offi-
aid Mr. ““but that is
different from making an appro-
3 Continuing, ne cited a Cali-
which involved the question

case,

tae constitutionality of a law allow-
2 4 bounty of $5 for every covote killed.
o rt held this mot to be an
: i “An appropriation must
0 s 10 amount and as to
! Montague, and, contin-
s at the bill in question

ordinate or subsequent
¢ purpose of providing
the officials were to
> 10 be compensated in
[or the payment of
e revenue. When the
there was not in the
e penny with which o
= of the revenue. That

¥ or two later.
ention of the court to the
between an creating
one which makes an ap-
- the payment of the man
> office.™
Mr. MNontague said: “We
evidence the enrolied
© the presiding officers
snate, and approved
nd submit to the court
comment or argument the
her the presumption as to
been  properly  passed
what we ¢ shown
The journals of 1he
are silent to the
of the respective
for or against its pas-
as 1o whether the ayes
called, and it wouid, we
ing very far to hold that the
on the person claiming the
1 to show aflirmatively ---at
sed, after it had re-
and approval of
Iegislature and of
. The statement in the reso-
by the Senate on the Mon-
‘ollowing the ge is excepted to,
submit, evidence of any
1o stated.
SHOULD NOT FALL.
nceding 1t this act is un-
T continued Mr. Montague,,
s It muakes an appropriation,
=k the court to distinguish be-
question of salary and the
of official duties. ‘Phe court can
* et is ynconstitutional in that it
© make an appropriation without

te
members
roted
siient
were

as

ihe

of

not

hat

. ce th the formalities required
44 : Constitution, but that does not
2k ; validity of the law In so far
> Teliies 1o the creation of the office

Vcommissioner of yaluation. :
Ud the court say the law was un-
tullonal after applying the tesis?

SOON,

law had the reference to the cost oftprint-
Ing and advertising been left out? Would
ft have passed the law had all re-
fgroncc to the compensation of the offi-
cials been omitted?” He declared that
theze clauses could be eliminated and
that the law would still be Jeft essentially
intact.
REVENUE COMMISSIONERS.

Regarding tne charge that the law was
unconstitutional because it created an
office subtractive of the duties of the
Commissioner of the Revenue, Mr. Mon-
tague said there could be as many com-
missioners of the revenue In the counties
as the General Assembly chose¢ to au-
ihcrize, and the Commissioner of the
Revenue could appoint as many assis-
tants as he chose. The every act of the
Commissioner of Valuation was of direct
assistance t6 the Commissioner of Val-
uation. How could the court say there
was any substantial subtraction from the
duties of the Commissioner of Revenue,
when the Gommigsioner of Valuation was
authorized to assess only four classes of
property—stocks, notes, bends, and in-
comes—leaving more than thirty other
classes of property to be assessed by the
commissioners of the revenue? If the
bill is what it ig; if it

eremies say it
has two objects, the appropriative fea-
wra is not stated in the {itle. Let the
court strike this feature out and leave
the others.

Mr. Montague's argument was charac-
terized by great ciearness, close logic.
and attractive delivery. He covered the
case very fully, and when Mr. Carter,
his associate in the case. rose to follow
him, all must have realized the truth
of his statement, that the ground had
been so completely covered it was diffi-
cult for him to say anything.

MR. CARTER'S SPEECH.

However, Mr. Carter's argument was
well worthy of the reputation he has at-
tained as one of the ablest of Virzinla
lawyers. In the outset he sbPoke of Colo-
nel Smith's allusion to the evil effects of
the law.'* The law can hurt no one,” he
declared, “who is willing to bear his fair
share of the public burdens. Regarding
the argument that the bill carried an ap-
propriation, Mr. Carter was most em-
phatic in his denial. His definition of an
appropriation seemed to the lay mind
very clear and exact, not to say convine-
ing. ‘“‘An apprepriation,” he said, ‘‘is the
designation of some particular sum to the
rayment of some particular object.”

Mr. Carter read from the last general
appropriation bill to show how clear and
distinct was its language as compared
with the allegedly appropriative features
of the comimissicners’ bill. He dwelt upon
the item ‘‘Publc Printing, $25,000." trom
which the cost of printing hooks and
Papers required to be furnished com:mis-
sioners of valuation must be paid.

“Those who obpose this act”” said.Mr.
Carter, *‘argue that it is unconstitutiona]
because it carries an appropriition, and
did not receive a recorded majority vote
when on its passage. They ask that its

fourteen provisions be crushed on this
charge. 1 say that this charge is not sus-

tained. The appiropriation bills passed by
the last Legislature provide for the pay-
ment of public Printing and other debts.
Apropriation does not mean the fixing the
amount that should be received. but in
the actual disposition of funds. Bvery one
knows the difference between fixing the
sum that a person should get and his get-
ting it. XNeither of these acts actually
approbriates money out of the public
treasury. The ninth section merely as-
certains at what rate (the exact amount
cven is not fixed) the commissioner is to
be paid, and when it directs how he is
to be paid, says he is to be paid in the
same manner as compensation is now
made to the Tommissioner of the Reve-
nue. As the Commissioner of the Reve-
nue was paid under the general appro-
priation bill from year to year, and as
the only way in which he could be paid
was under the provisions of this bill,
then pending and about to pass, this lan-
guago amounts to no more than saying
that the Commissioner of Valuation
should be paid as Pprovided for in the
general appropriation bill.

“But whether this view be sound or not,
the ninth section clearly does not appro-
priate, set apart, any money or fund for
the payment of this commission. Nor does
the eighth section do so either. Al] they
do is 1o declare that these expenses are a
proper charge on the State, and that they
may be payable out of the State Trea-
st No fund was appbropriated, or even
signated for the payvment. That was
left for the future et of the Legislature,
and was to be pProvided for by the gene-
ral appropriation bill, in the absence of
which the Auditor would have no au.aog-
ity to pay out any money under either ot
these sections.”

AS TO TTORM OF APPROPRIATION.

Alluding to 2 case reported in 1ZTth
Indiana, cited by Colonel Smith, in which
the Court held that an appropriation need
not be in a specific form,< Mr. Carier
said that in that case the Court was not
trying to overthrow a law but to uphold
one. In the present case it was sought
to have the decision followed in order
to accomplish the overthrow -of a law.
He called the attention of the Court to
its decision in the “‘land-grabbers’” case,
holding that the law was not to be de-
clared unconstitutional because it provides
for the payment of incidental expenses.

Mr. Carter devoted the latter portion
of his speech to arguing that even if the
Court did decide that two of the sections
were in violation of the Constitution, it
could hold the other twelve valid. He
confidently quoted that section of the
Constitution which said that where one
of the objects of a bill not expressed
in the title was declared unconstitutional,
that much and no more should fall. He
alluded to the silence of the Constitution
as to the duties of the Commissioner ot
the Revenue, and declared that where
it was thus silent the duty of such of-
ficial could he changed.

ARGUMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL.

Senator Daniel followed Mr. Carter. The
other speakers had stood behind the table

when addressing the court. Senator
Daniel walked around the end of his
table, and came close to the bench. He
never looked Dbetter, physically, and

lawyers, who have heard him {requently,
say he never made 4 stronger argument.

j\f:er a brief allusion to nglish strug-
gles Tor constitutional liberty, Ssnator
Daniel went on to say that the Consti-
tution of Virginia had prescribed certain
formalities to be observed in the bdassage
of 2 law. imposing a burden upon the
State Treasury. These were not complied
with when the act in question was passed.

«“Phat failure makes it not worth the
paper upon which it is wr en,” he de-
clared. *An aye and nay vote, and a
majority of the votes in each house

was needed to give it the force of law.
Tt received neither. According to Cooley,
it must appear on the face of the journal
that such an act was passed by a con-
stitutional vote.

IT WAS STILL-BORN.

«srhis act, or bill, was still-born.” said
Senator Daniel. It never, had life in
anv of its parts. The day after it was
1):1§sed two-thirds of the Senate declared
it had not passed. Not a single case
quoted by the other side hints or squints
at the brushing away of the Constitutional
formality.

“Furthermore,” continued Senator
Daniel, “‘the act tears down the old law
and malkes the assessor the appointce
of the tral government at the State
canital ad of the creature of the peo-
ple’s cheis 1t puts upon the Commis-
sioner of Valuation the duty of the Com-
missioner of the Revenue. It foists upon

the people an official not of their own
chaosing. 1t gives to him a term of of-

fice of five years’ duration—longer than
that of the assessor whom they elect.”

Continuing. Senator Daniel sald ‘that
was passing strange that  anybody
argne the law carried no appro-
priation. The law named by description
with the utmest nicety tha persons’'who
were to be paid.. Tt specifically savs the
books of the commissioner shall be the
nroperty of the State, and in no sense
that of the commissioners He read in

it
could

" (CONCLUDED ON SIX'TH PAGE)

MACRUMS TALETOLD

Hearng Before Houe Commit-
tee on Foreign Affais,

—_——

WhY LEAVE WAS ASKED,

Private Business Demanded Ex-Con-
sil's Presence at Home.

e

BRITISH HAD OUR CABLE CIPHER.

He Was Not Certain of This, But Has
Since Been Convinced That His

Suspicions Were Correct—Hix Maii

IWas Opened.

WASHINGTON, March 28.—Charles E.
Marcrum, of East ‘Liverpool, O., the
American ex-Consul at Pretoria, appear-
ed hefore the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee to-day, and told of the alleged
indignities he sustained at the hands of
the British during his incumbency.

When he gave out his statement here
some weeks ago, declaring that his official
mail had been opened by British offi-
cials, Representative Wheeler, of Xen-
tucky, introduced a resolution prov_iding
for an investigation. It was subsequently
arranged that the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee should take the matter up, of its
own motion, without any direction from
the House, and Mr. Macrum was sum-
moned to Washington to testify.

Mr. Macrum is a slight man, about 30
yegrs old. He was asked by Chairman
Hitt to make such a statement as he
saw fit regarding the opening of his mail
by the British censor. He expiained that
when he asked for a leave of absence he
desired to come home for private busi-
ness reasons, and also because he de-
sired to place before the TUnited States
Government certain facts which he deem-
ed it essential should be known here. He
understood, he said, that the British
had possession of our cable cypher. He
was not certain of this, but he had since
had information which convinced him
that his suspicions were correct.

He also desired information as to his
course when the settlement should come
at the end of the war. Further, he had
a petition from some American residents
in the Transvaal, asking that the United
States maintain abeolute neutrality,
which he wanted to present to the State
Department. This petition he read to the
committec. It was signed by Gordon, the.
consular agent at Johannesburg!

OPENING OF HIS MAIL.

Asked as to when he was first satisfied
that his mail was being tampered with,
he said that war was declared October
2th. He did not receive any mail be-
tween that date and the second week in
November. Ordinarily, he had a box of
mail every week.

“Did other people receive mail during
that' pe_riod'.’" asked Mr. Williams, of Mis-
sissippi.

“Not that I Kknow of,”
Macrum.

Pressed for specific information as to
how he got the intimation that the Brit-
ish were opening and delaying his malil,
he replied that when his mail did not ar-
rive he telegraphed our Consul at Lou-
renzo Marques, requesting him to inquire
of Cape Town why it was being delayed.
The Consul at Lourenzo Marques replied
that he also had had no mail.

AMr. Macrum said the delay of his mail
created a conviction in his mind that tha
British authorities were responsible. The

replied Mr.

lirst actual evidence he had was the re-

‘ceipt of two opened leiters. He produced
the envelopes, which, he szid, contained
those letters. One was from a private
citizen, addressed to the United Consul
at Pretoria, and the other was to him

by name, from Consul Stowe, at Cape
Town.
STATE DEPARTMENT'S CYPHER.

Mr. William Alden Smith, of Michigan,
interrogated the witness ‘sharply on the
reasons for stating his belief that the
British authorities had possession or the
State Department’s cypher.

Mr. Macrum said he could not affirm
that fact from actual knowledge, but
there were certain facts which convinced
him that ‘such was the case. He ex-
plained that on November ¢th he had
cabled the State Department in cyvpher,
asking for a ieave of absence. That mes-
ge had gone through Durban. The next
day, November 7th, he said, he had been
informed that a newspaper at Durban
printed the fact that he had asked for
leave of absence.

Mr. Smith was proceeding to interro-
gate Mr. Macrum as to the character of
the code used by him in this dispatch,
especially as to whether he had used what
was known as the Slater Code, a com-
mon eode, purchasable anywhere.

Mr. Hitt thought it imProper to touch
the matter of the codes employed by the
government, but it was finally agreed
that no, harm could come from a direct
reply as to whether the Slater code was
used.

“The message,” said Mr. Macrum, ‘“was
sent in the State Department cypher of
the Slater code.”

“And vou claim the substance of that
dispatch was made public?” asked Ay,
Smith.

“I do.”

“Where?"”

“In Natal.”

“Was it an accurate publication?”

*“I dc not know.”

Mr. Macrum said he had never seen the
publication. He had only been intormed
that the fact that he had asked leave of
absence had been printed. He affirmeqd
that no one knew of this fact save him-
self.

A MERE SENSATION?

At this point Mr. Howard, of Georgia,
interposed to question the utility of the
examination or -Mr. Macrum.

“It looks to me.” said he, ‘“like an ef-
fort to concoct a sensation out of no-
thing.""

But the committee decided to proceed,
and in reply to some question from Mr,
Burleson, Mr. Macrum stated that he hag
been granted leave of absence by Secre-
tary Hay on November 15th. He read to
the committee a messige from the cable
company, sayving a cypher cable sent by
him to the Secretary of State November
14th had been held up by the military
‘censor until December 2d.

Asked if other consuls had sufferegd any
inconvenience in- the matter of communi-
cating with their honie 2overnments. Mr.
Macrum said they had.  The Belgian and

German’ consuls both-told him that no

fur t

cypher  telegrams - were allowed  t6  go
through. - ST e : 4
.. “Did you report to. the Statz Depart-

ment that yvour mail had been opeced?’”

asked Mr. Berry, of Kentucky.

*I did not.” : =

“Did you mention it upon your arrival
in Washington?” 5 = of s

“1 did not.”

“Why?” ' 3

“I would prefer not to answer that
question.” This rebly raised a gemneral
laugh in the committee-room.

Mr. Adams, of Pennsylvania, then Pro-
ceeded to  cross-question Mr. Macrum
rather severely upon the duty of a consul
to remain at his post during complica-
tions. &, 3 :
APPEAL FROM STEYN TO M’KINLEY.

Mr. Macrum proceeded to describa an
alleged meeting between President Steyn,
or the Orange Free State, and Consul
Stowe, of Cape Town, at which he was
present, in whiclt he said Steyn was very
anxious that Stowe should do something
to settle the difficulty which was brewing.
He said that President Steyn suggested
an appeal to the President of the United
States, and that Mr. Stowe had replied
that he would be glad if some such thing
could be domne.

‘“And I have reason to believe that the
question was submitted to the President
or the United States,” added :Mr. Mac-
rum, ‘“‘and that he returned an unfavora-
ble reply.”

“What makes you say that?” inguire
Mo Hitro 3

*I was told so by Colonel Stowe.”’

‘‘Was that statement in writing?”

“It was.” T

“Have you the letter?”

“No. It is in the files of the Pretoria
Consulate.”

After further questioning, JMr. Macrum
said he might have a copy of the letter;
he could not say positively. Subsequent-
lv he said be thought he could produce
it in a short time.

WHY HE DID NOT REPORT.

Mr. Macrum went over the exchange of
telegrams with the State Department
relative to his leave, but as these were
in the cypher of the department, the
committee did not call for ..em.  He
stated that this reason for not making a
report to the State Department on the
conditions in South Africa was that when
he called on Assistant-Secretary Hill he
said to Mr. Hill that he undersiood he
had been relieved. Mr. Hill responded
that this was true. Under such circum-
Stances, Mr. Macrum said he had no re-
port to make to the department. He en-
deavored, however, to See the Secretury
of State, but was told that Mr. Hay was
out.

After hearing Mr. Macrum, the com-
mittee went into executive session. Chair-
man Hitt presented a letter from' Secre-
tary Hay, giving in detail the depart-
ment's view of the subject, and this was
subsequently made public. The commit-
tee took no action as to making a report,
and it was stated by members that there
was nothing to be done beyond taking
the testimony.

STATE DEPARTMENT'S ATTITUDE.

Secretary Hay’s letter, giving the of-
ficial view of the case, is as follows:
Washington, March 24, 1900.
Hon. R. R. Hitr, Chairman Committee
on Foreign Affairs, House of Repre-
sentatives:

Sir,—In response to vour inquiries of
this morning I have the honor to report
that up to this date Mr. Macrum. late
Consul of the nited States at Pretoria,
has made no representations to this de-
partment in regard to the opening of his
mail by the British authorities,

‘“Although without any information ex-
cept the allegations of Mr. Macrum, to
which a reference was made in a resolu-
tion of the House of Representatives,
making certain inquiries of this depart-
ment, I mentioned the matter to the
British  Ambassador, who made inquiry
in regard to it of the British Govern-
ment, and was informed in return that

the. Britishk Governumen{ were not awarae |

of any such incident having taken place,
but that if anything of the sort had oc-
curred, it was contrary to the instructions
of that government. I received no further
information in regard to the matter wuntil
the 21st of this month, when this govern-
ment was informed by a dispatch from
Mr. J. G. Stowe, Consul-General of the
United States at Cape Town, that ‘two
letters from this consulate, one to Pre-
toria and one to Lourenzo Marques, were
opened by the censor at Durban.”” Upon
notice of this I called upon the High Com-
missioner, who wired Durban, and a very
satisfactory apology was returned.”
‘“This is all the infermation possessed
by this department in regard to the inci-
dent.
REQUEST FOR MEDIATION.

“In reference to certain allegations as
to our consuls in South Africy having
been apprcached with suggestions of me-
diation, T have the honor to redly that in
a dispatch of the 3d of October, received

at th s desarticent on the sth of Novem- .

ber, and the only one in our file relating
to this matter, Mr. Stowe reported as fol-
lows:

“‘Under the date ot Sentembes <4 |
received from the United States Consular
Agent at Bieewmtontein, O, F. S., a letter,
which reads as follows: I saw Presidené
§le_\'ll this afternoon, by his request, and
ne¢ would like to have you find out at
once, if your (my) government will con-
sent for you to act as arbitrator, and if
you can also find out if the High Com-
missioner would also consent. The Presi-
dent appears to think that whatever is
done should be done at once, and wishes
to know if you can give him this infor-
mation. I replied by wire asg follows:
“Will reply by wire to your letter of the
26th this afternoon.” 7y

‘“*After giving the abnve request care-
ful consideration, I called upon the High
Commissioner the same date, and in 1.Cl"1e
course of conversation said: “When 1
dined withs you the other day vou stated
your government would never consent to
arbitration by outside powers, or repre-
sentatives, and your published w.spatches
so state. Are you of the same opinion?‘-'
and he replied: “What I might like to do

‘I cannot do now, as my hands are tied.”

Then I told him in substance what I had
been askea by the President of the Free
State, and the High Commissioner said:
Please state the following as yeur reply.
which he dictated, and which appears ix;
the following copy of my telegraphic dis-
paich to the United States Consular
Agent at Bloemfontein in the words un-
derlined, to which I added the first five
words not underlined:

* ‘Cannot ask government myself Seen
party requested. Though personally fa-

(CONCLUDED ON SIXTH PAGE,)
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TO GET A DIPLOMA,

What is Necessary in the Dixpateh’y
Home Study Clrcle to Obtzin One.
We have been asked if a verson can

study: any one of the five studies in our
Home Study Circle and receive a diplo-
ma; also, in what month the ex»mina-
tions will' be held. You can stand an ex-
amination and get a diploma on any one
of the studies. The examination questions
will be published immediately after the
close of the sPring term, June 15th.

The oppcrtunity afforded by the Dis-
patch’s Home Study Circle is a golden
one for all who Would improve them-
selves in science, biography, history, and
French conversation. You will find a les-
son that will be interesting and im-
proving on'the editorial page ofvevery is-
sue of the DisPatch, except. Saturday’s.
Devote twenty or thirty minutes dnﬂy to
this course betwWeen now and June 15ih.
and’you will be astonished at the jearn-
ing*vou will acquire. For those of our

subscribers who have Tailed to begin with

the first lesson, we will, ubon application,
‘the back numbers fres of cha

-of charge.

JOUBERT 40 MOR
Brave and ?Huﬁnrah!e Bu_er_ Bene-
ol Passes Away. '

—_———

PRETORIA 1N MOURNING

British Press Pays Tribute to England’s
Departed Foe.

PREOGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICAN WAR

Roberts Said to Be Preparing for

His Advance—Kruger te Take Chief

Boer Command—Consul Hay at
Kroonstag,
LOURENZO MARQUES, March 2.—

General Joubert is dead. =
MOURNING IN PRETORIA.

PRETORIA, March 28.—General Joubert
died last night at 11:30 o’clock. He had
been suffering from a stomach complaint.

The town is plunged into mourning for
the true patriot, gallant general, and up-
right and bhonorable gentleman.

DEATH DUE TO PERITONITIS.

LONDON, March 29.—The Pretoria cor-
respondent of the Daily Mail, telegraphing
yesterday, says:

“General Joubert died of peritonitis.
The funeral will take place to-morrow
(Thursday). The government is pleading’
with the widow to allow a temporary in-
terment here, with a state funeral. Jou-
bert always expressed a desire to be
burled in a mausoleum built on his
farm. -

BOTHA TO SUCCEED.

‘‘His successor in the chief command
will probably be General Louis Botha,
now commanding in Natal.””

BRITISH TRIBUTES.

LONDON, March 25.—The afternoon
newspapers to-day publish long bio-
graphies of General Joubert. Generally,

they are in a kindly tone.

The Pall Mall Gazette says: “Piet
Joubert was the one contemporary Trans-
vaal Boer, except ex-Chief-Justice Kotze,
whose death could call forth a sincere
tribute of respect from Englishmen of
all parties. He was the antipodes in the
Transvaal world of Leyds, ana personally
was honest, straight, and clean-handed.”

GENERAL JOUBERT'S CAREER.
General Pietrus Jacobus Joubert, com-

mandant-general of the Transvaal forces,
better known as Piet Joubert, or “‘Slien
~Piel” (SHim Peter). was born about sixty-
eight vears ago. He was descended from
an old French Huguenot family, which
settled in South Africa many years ago.
He was born in Cape Jolony, but was
taken by his parents, when 7 years old,
to the Orange Free Stale, where he was
taught from -early childhood to shoot
straight and hate *the British. He is de-
scribed as having been utterly fearless.
Of schooling- he had but little, and he
never saw a newspaper until he was 19
vears old. In spite of this his ambition
prompted him to read the few books he
could obtain, and he succeeded in obtain-
ing a fair knowledge of history and lan-
guages.
‘In consequence of the acquisition of
Natal by the British, his family moved
from Natal and settled fn the Transvaal.
Soon afterward he became a Burgher of
the South African republic and a daring
fighter. It was claimed in his behalf that
he could lead a body of men more suc-
cessfully against hostile natives than any
other man in the Transvaal. He came
to be so feared by the natives that the
knowledge that he was at the head of a
punitive expedition usually resulted in
their surrender.

FIRST MEETING WITH KRUGER. °

It was during these wars with the na-
tives that Joubert became acquainted
with Paul Kruger, and the {wo me1 be-
came bosom friends. H= was elected
Vice-President of the Transvaal in 1878,
deteated Sir George Colley at Majuba Hill
in 1881, and acted as President of the re-
public in 1883-84, during Kruger's ab-
sence in Europe.

Gencral Joubert was always in favor of
the use of force irstead of diplomacy,
and President Kruger on several occa-
sions had great difficuity in repressing
his hot-headed colleague, notably in 1879,
when Joubert, with Kruger and Pretorius,
was planning the rebeilion to overtinrow
British rule in the Transvaal. The result
was Majuba Hill and the practical inde-
pendence of the Transvaal.

It was Joubert who organized the
army of the South African republic later
on, dividing the country into seventeen
military departments, and each of these
departments into smaller divisions, with
commandants, field cornets. and lieuten-
ants of various ranks in charge. Accord-
ing to the Geéneral's plans, every man be-
came a trained soldier without leaving
his farm, and had his equipment ready
at hand. To such a pnoint of Perfeoiion
was the system carried that within forty-
eight hours after the Dpresent war was
declared the Boer nation was under arms.

It was also due to General Joubert that
the South African republics succeeded in
amassing the immense stores of war mu-
nitions and provisions which have stcod
them in such good stead during the con-
flict now in progress.

WOULD H.:\VE KILLED JAMESON.

When the Jameson raiders were locked
up in Pretoria Jail, Joubert was strongly
in favor of their immediate execution. It
was not until Joubert and Kruger hagd
been closeted together for a whole night
that the more merciful counsels of Kruger
Pprevailed. :

In spite of these characteristics, Joubert
on some -occasions showed considerabije
regard for ~the wusages o7 civillzation.
When the Boers ralded British territory,
Bechuanaland, in 1884, Joubert was proba-
bly the only prominent Boer who refused
to support the movement, and his OoDDo-
sition resulted in the withdrawal of the
Boers from the territory seized, as he
threatened to resign unles he had his
way, saving: “I positively refuse to hold
office under a government that deliberate-
1y breaks its covenants, and we have
made covenants with England.” 2%

In November last it was repor
General Joubert had been killed in action,
and later reports said he was dangerous-
1y wounded. and had - “a cart In
order to follow the operations in the
fiald- : S S

OLIVIER NORTH OF

qu'eArtva;, Ap -

-pression, which can be traced to the War
-Cfifice, is abroad that the advapce_;wul_ be- |-

.materials for a report to Mr. Chamberlain

n: and Is north. of

‘sent 10,000 troups to

v ‘his: iz @ preliminary to-
the general advance. Iminense guantities
Of ‘stores have now been accnmulzted at
Bloemfentein, and Lord Roberts’s infan-
try is seemingiy- about to mové.  An Im-

gin next Monday.

near Bloemfontein. but Lord Roberts has
135 miles to cover before reaching the
great position which the Boers are pre-
paring at Kroonstad. ; A LS dely
BATTLE TWO WEEKS OFF. -

best he can do with field transport. There-

force for two weeks. The reconstruction
of ‘the railway behind may even delay
an invasion of the Transvaal until May.
Meanwhile. all the important towns:
within the Free State, within Lord Ro-
berts’s. reach., are . being garrisoned.
Thaba Nchu. Fauresmith, and Jagersfon-
tein are thus held:. S
Sir Alfred Milner is touring in the . 8-
turbed newly-acquired territory, investi-
gating conditions and arranging the set-
tlement. He is understood to be getting

concerning 2 plan of civil government.
PRAISE OF JOUBERT. °

All the morning paPers print singularly
kind editorials concerning General Jou-
bert. They praise his military skill, up-
hold his chivalrous conduct, and regret
that so strong and resolute a mind should
be absent from the settlement of the dis-
pute. His raid into the country south of
the Tugels Is considered the best Plece of
Boer leadership during the war. He cross-
ed the Tugela with only 3,000 riflemen and
six guns, but so bold and rapid were his
movements that British commanders
thought tbat 10,000 Boers were marching
on Pietersburg. He isolated General Hild-
vard’s brigade at BEstcourt, and at the
same time threatened Moori. As. the
British were pushed up, Joubert recross-
ed the Tugela, without losing a prisoner
or a zun. General White's opinion of Eim,
pronounced on 'Fuesday befores he died,
as a gentleman, a brave and honorable
opPponent, strikes the tone of all British
comment.
THROUGH PORTUGUESE TERRI-

TORY.
The Foreign Office, according to the

(CONCLUDED ON FIFTH PAGE.)
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PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO.

Healthy and Steady Progress in All
Departments, ol

The fifty-sécond annual statement ' of
the Penn Mutual, published in another
column, will interest its many policy-
holaers, as well as a large number of
persons contemplating insurance.

The Penn contines 1ts operations to this
country alone, believing that the best
interests of its policy-holders can be sub-
served by insuring lives “only in the
healthy portions of the United States, and
by making its investments here. The
past year has been most successful, the
new business of $43,531,§71 being the
largest amount of insurance ever issued
by it in one year, a gain over the pre-
vious year of nearly tive millions.

The total outstanding insurance amounts
to 74,267 policies, insuring $183,528,746, which
is a gain of $20,004,000 over 1898.

Along -witn the increase in membership
and insurance, there have been gains in
both the premium and interest income,
the total income of $9,583,169 being a guin
of $1,211,864 over the previous year. ‘Assets
have increased from $35,565,223 to $39,415,698,
a gain of $3,850,475. :

The surplus shows a substantial gain of

$496,556, and amounts now to $4,966,620;
$3,300,658 was added to the reserve, in-
creasing the total reserva to $34,127,478.
_ The_ interest earnings of the cumpany
were decidedly favorable, the interest in-
come being $1,94%,922, an increase of $232,%0
over the previous yvear. ‘i‘'nls  was
in the face of the well-known fact that
the tendency of interest is downward.
The interest income alone paid the taxes,
salaries, commissions, and all other ex-
penses of the company, and, besides this,
contributed 3$239,781 to assets.

These arg big figures und give evidence
of a steady growth—a growth that has
been healthy, consistent, just, and gain-
ful.

Some insurance journals contend that
many life companies are “‘too expensively
managed,” and are run too much on: the
“high-pressure plan.”” This opinion has
no application to the Penn Mutual, which
transacted the largest business in' its
history in 1899 ‘and at a less ratio of ex-
pense than in 1898, showing that an in-
telligent and efficient management may
materially conirol the cost of insurance
by keeping expenses at a minimum..

‘The assets of the company have been
prudently and wisely invested, under the
divection of the Committee on Finance.
in city loans. mortgages and ground
rents, railroad and water bonds, loans to
policy-holders, und on collateral, and in
real estate in use by the company. The
Penn has many investments in Virginia,
and makes loans on the best properties
in the large cities.

The death losses incurred and paid last
vear were 3$2,007.989. ~while the expected
mortality was 32,710.363. This shows ex-
celient judgment in Ihe selection of
healthy lives and attests the efficiency
and care of the medical and other depart-
ments concerned. )

The prudent insurer demands that his
company have age, experience, and
strengtl, and an unassailable record; and
that the management be true, tried. and
faithful, displaying character and ability
of the highest order. The Penn Mutual
has this, and more, and offers the in-
suring public the best and simplest forms
of policies adapted to every need. Tts re-
cord of fiftv-three years. is unexcelled,
and it is one of the& best and strongest
financial institutions in the country.

The Penn’s General Agent for Virginia
je Captain Cunningham Hall, 1117 east
Main street.
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«pPillsbury’s Best,”
the hest Fiour on earil.

Ile Has Not Reported Them.

The following letter from the Superin-
tendent of the Richmcnd Traction Com-
pany shows that there is no foundation
for the report that Mr. Belvin has re-
ported men on that line:

A Richmond, Va., March 23, 1900.
To Whom It May Concern:

I have been superintendent of this road
since February 1, 1809. 1 cannot recall
any complaint that has come to me du-
ring this time from Mr. Preston BEelvin
against any man in my employment.

Truly vours, S, P. COWARDIN,

Superintendent Traction Company.-
S e i s

Fine Watches.
The Nowlan Comupany ure agents for
the sale of the celebrated Vacheron &
Constantin  Watch, which has a Treputa-
tion extending over a half c@ntur‘y, with
no superior as a timekeeper..- <
——
“pilisbury’s Eest,”
the best Flour on earth.

Best Granulated Sugar, Sic. Pound.
Teas and Coffees retalled at wholesn:
prices. =1 °C. DI KENNY: CO.
Northwest. Broad and Stxth streer,
" Southeast; Main and Seventeenth-street.

: Hg,lni'n’_n_lll_l;" i
“Roses. Violets, Carnations, and’

'other. Cut-Flowers, always on han
cial ‘attention given to weddin;
-corating. SR e

s that Commandant |

ortir of ‘Blosmfontein. [-N

Boer  observation partics are. hovering |

Moving ten miles a day is ‘probahly'_‘lhe' 3

fore, ne can hardly engage the ‘Boers in [

Nor Will the Southern
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Road Figure

New Directors. Tt

" NEW YORK, March 28.—At a meetin
held in this city to-day, the Boiard of Di~
rectors of the Chesapeake and Ohic :
way was reorganized; presumably in 't
interest ot the Pennsylvania road and the
Vanderbilts, by the election of the follc
ing as directors: . 5
S. M. Prevost, Samuel Rea, N. H. Park:
er Shortridge; Chauncey M. Depew,
McKay Twombley, and H. J. Hayden. -
The three first named are said to repre=
sent the Pennsylvania and the three lat.
ter the Vanderbilts. A
The other directors are G. W. Stevens;
president; Decatur Axtell, ‘and H. T,
Wickham. Sl
Rumors have been in circulation for
several days regarding a propeosed exten-
sion of the Chesapeake and Ohie, includ-
ing the acquisition of the Toledo and:
Ohio Central and the Kanawha and Mich-
igan Central railroads. President Calla-
way, of the New York Central rzilway,
when asked to-day about these reports,
said: Ten
NO EXTENSIONS. 3
“There is not a word of truth In it. A
majority of the stock of the Chesapeake
and Ohio is owned by the New Yorlk Cen-
tral and Pennsylvania railways, and there
are to be no extensions. The Chesapeake
and Ohio is now in a position where the
other two roads named have a close in-
terest in its policy and management, and
it will not figure in any outside deals. The
fact that the ChestDeake and Ohio Is.a
natural feeder as well as an outlet of the
Big Four System made it necessary thar
the Vanderbilts should have a velce In its
management:* SRR
Another influential officer in the Van- =
derbilt system said: SR D ST
NO NEW DEALS. =T
“The time has gone by for the Ches§

peake and Ohlo system to be used In agy
new deals. It is the Property of the Van-
derbilts and the Pennsylvania, and 8 ma-
jority of the stock is put away Where
speculators cannot reach it.  Undoubted- -
1y, such traffic alliance as the Chesa
peake and Ohio has which are of advan-
tage will be maintained and strengthen—
ed."” .

The Chesapeake and Ohio runs from
Newport News to Cincinnuati. and is com-
posed of a number of subordinate lines,.
including the Elizabeth, Texington and
Big Sandy:; the Ohio and Big Sandy
River; the Kentucky and Souih Atlantic,
and the Virginia Mldland. There have
also been close traffic relations between
the Chesapeake and Ohio and the ‘Ka-
nawha and Michigan.

The first day of the spring opening as
Fourqurean, Temple & Co.s was the
city’s mercantile sensation of ¥esterday,
and the show of right, rare stuffs for
women’s wear is to continue through the
week. The weather and ‘all the accesso~
ries were propitious to the event; a bright
day, o bright store, a great gathering of
gay and interested crowds.

The decoratlons, sPecially designed for
the occasion, ire Probably the most ar-
tistic ever seen in Richmond, the princi-
pal effect being 2 series of Moorish arches
of delicate trellis work extending around -
the store, done in white and yellow Jon-
quil eslors—the spring’s first flova—and
so decidedly eastern in effect that one al-
most detects the scent of sandal wood or
the odor of orange blossoms. And:the
merchandise, the glory of it all, showed
out with such a setting a feast for'thHe
eye, a revelation to the mind, 2 unique
and instructive assortment of all in the
feminine world that is best and newest.
Each department seemed crowded with
enpugh of interest for am ‘article, but
Tailored Suits, Dress Silks, Block Mate-
rials, and Colored Dress Goods were pre-
sented in such forceful variety, in such
refined and elegant styles and patterns as
to be worthy of particular study and spe-
cial mention. The exhibits will be changed
from day to day so that visitors of yes-
terday will find plenty of interest that fs
new to-day. The firm’s invitation is ex-
tended to the public to come these view-
days as often as they can, and be wel-
came. 24

- ———

Shad! Shad? 3
We will receive to-day 1,000 Virginia

Shad, also Spanish Mackerel, Pampano,
Perch, Rock, Shad Roe, Strawberrries,
‘I'omatoes.
GEORGE B. BULIL COMPANY,
Second Market.
5 e
Old Watchexs Made New.
The Nowlan Company zive speecial at-
tention to Repairing and Remodeiling
Fine Watcnes., and if your watch is not
satisfactory, have them fit one of thei
High-Grade Movements in your gold case,
and you can thus preserve the identity
of your watch and secure an accurate
limek(?eper'!or about hzif the cost of &
new watch- : Sy

It you lack appetite. try half a wine
glass of Angostura Bitters half hour he-
fore meals. Made by J. G. B. Sfegert
Sons. : s i

The Weather.

WASHINGTON, March 28—
Forecast for Thursd2y and Frie
By s s = S ;
S \'!rginln—'cgneml!yh fair 'l.'hun-
day and - Friday; winds mostly fre-h,
northerly. ; S
North: -

FAIR




