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A MONEY-SAVER.

The declsion of the Supreme Court of
WAppeals in the case of the Parks bill, we
believe, will prove to be ‘2 money-saver”
for Virginia.

While it possibly may allow to escape
some revenue due the State, unquestion-
ably it wil] prove to be an immense pro-
tection to the Treasury. We doubt if the
Pprovisions of the Constitution have been
strictly conformed to in all respecis with
reference to pavments out of the Trea-
sury. Liberal, not to say loose, construec-
tion probably has been indulged in by the
warious gentlemen Who have filled the
“‘basement offices” for the three decades
past. Yet, so far as we Know, no great
harm has been done. But think of the
danger involved in the ProPosition that
without so much as a roll-call in either
hoyse, 118 new offices could be created
&nd fees allowed them out of the public
Treasury! Had that precedent been es-
tablished the bars would have been let
down and the Treasury would have been
subject to all sorts of raids, especially at
the end of the legislative session.

The record of our legislatures for a
good many years past ecstablishes the
fact that in the rush and excitement of
the clesing hours of the session there are
times when the average member does not
know what he is voting for. So we in-
£isi, and with but little fear of successful
contradiction, that the decision of the
Supreme Court of Appeals rather than
the Parks bill must be regarded as a
noney-saver for Virginia.

Sa much for that! Now a word to our
farmer friends as to why the Parks bill
was so objectionable tc many., 1t was
odious to business-men for the same rea-
son that a law would be odious to farm-
ers which provided that a special._agent,
or inspector, or detective should come
‘upon their lands and enter their barns ana
there number.and value their farm ani-
mals, their crops on hand, their agricul-
lural machinery, &e. And Dossibly there
is as good ground for such a law in the
one case as in the other, for the ofiicial
Jigures of valuation of personal property
in the various counties are full of sur-
Prises, when compared with one another.

2ut enough of that. We Treitfrate our
conviction that the Supreme Court’s de-
cision in this case will cause the fiscal
officers of the Commonwealth to seruti-
nize closely all acts hercafter passed im-~
POsing approy

iations upon the Treasury.
THE © HOLDERS.

We talie the sollowing irem the edi-
forial columns of the Rockbridge County
News:

“It is stated that the office-holders of
the State are, as a body, opposed to the
Jiolding of a constitutional convention for
fear it may interfere with their ofices.
We are prepared to deny this/assertion.

“We know that a certain proportion
of those who hoid ofiices do not entertain
tnis view.. On the contrary, they look at
the question from the broad view of
good citizenship. It is very unfair to
impugn the motives for the action of as
Fespectable a body of men as those who
@il the offices in this old Commonwealth
because their ofiicial positions may  be
Jeopardized by a convention. In suoch a
matier as the question or holding a con-
stitutional convention they are not ex-
pected to lead one way or the other. That
they wil]l vote as appears to them in the
Dest interests of the State as unquali-
~Afledly as any other class of citizens we

have no reason to doubt.”

We are glad to have this information
from the News. It is 1o be hoped that it
speaks mot only for the office-holders of
1he great and influential county of Rock-
bridge, but for those of the larger part
©of the Staie. In this section of Virginia

- we know of some office-holders who are

Iriends of the constitutional conventicn

scheme; some others are reported 1o

Le hostile to it. - BBut no matter how

ihey stand, the responsibility of the hour
- is with the masses of the people. The
. masses can order the convention if they

wish to. They have the numbers; they
_ have the power. It would be childish for
< 1hem, in the event of the failure to act
"'ot_ the Noriolk convention, to attempt to
~put the blame upon the office-holders.
* In the Democratic State Convention to
be hald at Norfolk May 24, the question
will be, Shall the lcgislative caucus be
sustained; shall the constitutional con-
aention proposition be endorsed?

up the legislative caucus, great will be:
the rejoicing of the encmies of a consti-
tutional convention. S

The. whole matter is now with the
people. They can't shoulder their re-
sponsibilities upon the office-holders. They
must take the credit or blame for whgt
the Norfolk convention does, or fails to
do. 5

Shall the legiclative caucus be sustained?

v ACTIVITY.

Russia is m2king ‘‘news’ at three wl(}e-
ly =cparated points—in Central Asla, in
the far East, and down in the necighbor-
hood of Asia Minor. At the first she is
giving the Ameer of Afghanistan a little

object-lesson in the matter of her in-

creased facilities for transporting troops.
At the second she is bringing pressure to
bear on KorTea. At the third she is ‘'sug-
gesting’ to the Sultan‘that it would be
well for him to grant her certain railway
building privileges. These facts, taken
with the Czar's late deal with the Shah
‘of Persia, have caused a vast amount of -
speculation as to what the culmination
will be, and there are not a few persons
among those of a pessimistic cast of
mind, who predict that ere long ‘‘some-
thing will drop” in Russia to Great Bri-
tain’s serious disadvantage.

Of course, it is always risky to assume
what Russia is going to do, or what her
“‘demonstrations’ mean. Frequently Rus-
sian “movements” have no meaning, and
no significance, so far as the outside
world is ccncerned. They have often no
bearing on Russia’s foreign policy, or pro-
gramme of expansion and conquest, being
merely a sop to that restless and danger-
ous Cerberus, the war party of the em-
pire, whose cravings and - demands
no Czar of modern times has found it
Wise to ignore. Although Nicholas may
have been never so sincere in his peace
conference experiment—and the world is
beginning to entertain grave doubts as to
that—it must be recognized that he is
compelled to pay reasonable deference to
the large and influentizl element in his
domains whose only hope of preferment
lies in the maintenance of a big militaTy
establishment and in Russian aggression.
The current. ‘demonstrations’” may,
therefore, be intended, after all, only for
effect at home.

Eut admitting that this is not the case,
and still keeping in mind that it is un-
safe to attempt to foreshadow Russian
purposes, it is competent to say that the
logic of the situation is opposed to the
contention that an overt act is imminent.
The approaching Parjis Exposition cuts
Russia off not only from the material,
bui practically from the'moral, support of
Jdier only allv in Europe. As long as
French feeling remains what it is in re-
spect of Alsace-Lorraine. the Dreibund
may be expected to endure. Germany, the
head of that combination, is not only the
natural aliy of Great Britain, but has
virtually become her formal ally, so far
as is involved the question of defeating
Russian designs on Asia Minor. Emperor
William of Germany not only has the ear
of the Sultan touching railway conces-
sions in the latter's possessions across the
Bosphorus, but he has it, so to speak,
with Great Britain’s approval. The Mag-
var who dominates the Austro-Hungarian
monarchy, would be only too willing to
spring at the throat of the northern
colossus, and even up the score of 1819;
Italy’s interest, owing to her immense
coast exposure, is with Great Britain as
the chief naval power of the world, and
while it is true Great Britain has a trou-
blesome and exacting task on hand in
South Africa, her colonies have offered to
relieve her of it, should the Imperial
troops be needed elsewhere. Hence it
seems fair to conclude that while Russia
may be setting her pins with a view to
closing with Great Britain eventually,
and in anticipation of the ‘inevitable
strugsle,” nevertheless the grapple is still
far off.

AN EASTER COMIMOTION,

An interesting commotion was recently
raised in England over the question when
Easter-Day falls this yeal. The ecclesias-
tical rule is that “Easter-Day is al-
wayvs the first Sunday after the full moon
which havnpens upon or next after the “ist
day of March, and if the full moon hap-
pens upon a Sunday, Easler-Day is the
Sunday after.” It appears that in Eng-
land the moon fulls a little after 1 A. AL
Sunday mecrning, April 15th, and it was,
therefore, comtended that Easter-Day did
not fal] on that day, as provided by thz
statute, but on the Sunday following, the
22d. Not a few of the London bankers, it
appears, feared that there would be trou-
bie about the pavment of bills due at
Taster, in the event of the official cele-
bration’s being held on the wrong day,
dnd the result was that the matter was
brought before the House of Commons,
in the form of a DProposition that an act
be passed making April 15th of this year
Easter-Day in law, as well as in the
Thurch calendar.

This called forth an explanation from
Sir Richard Webster, the Attorney-Gene-
ral, who, after stating that the existing
statute crdains that Easter shall he ob-
served accerding to certain . tables and
Tules, went on to say that one of these
tables provides that the paschal full moon
in the year 1900 fails on April 14th, and
that the feast of Easter falls'on tbe 15th.
The fact was, he added, that the =ull
mocon referred to in the statute was not
the actual full moon, nor the mean full
moon, but a fictitious or statutory {fuil
moon, sometimes called the ecclesiastical
full moon, and as there was no possibility
of doubt on the question, further legisia-
tion was unnecessary.

Some arrangement- of the kind, he de-
clared, was essential, as otherwise Kaster
might fall on different days in different
parts of the United Kingdom, to the detri-
ment of unity and concord, for which tha
Church cared more than it did for the
cquinox or the moon. Sir Richard also
explained that in the vears of 1818 and 1845
a similar question aroze, and led to the
writing of many learned papers on the
subject.

There is little probability, says the Dan-
ville Register, that the presidental elec-
tion and the constitutional convention
delegates election will be made cotem-
poraneous. Therefore, it concludes, there
is no occasion for unseemly haste, and
that in any event it will be time enough
for arranging details after the conven-
tion movement shall have carried. The
thing to do now: is to arouse the people
to an appreciation of the opportunity to'
express themselves on the question.

Precisely. That is the kernel of the
whole matter for the present. -

Milton’s own copy of ‘‘Paradise Lost,’
scores of letters of Charles Lamb and his
friends, the original aralt of Dr. John-
son's letter to Lord Chesterfleld, the origi-
nal manuscript of “The School for Scan-

dal”* and coples of the fourth folio of |

: ~  BOOK-CRIBBERS.
< A number of rare and costly.
books, forming a part of ‘one: of the mos
valuable collections of the Congressional
Library, tecently have been stolen, and
the ‘Washington authorities are now try-
ing to discover the: thief.

Two of the volumes' smuggled away
were worth $27 aplece, while others of less
value are also missing. It ls said that
since the Library of Congress was es-
tablished in its new building bundreds
of dollars’ worth of books have been
‘taken away, and that, too, despite the
greatest vigilance on the part of the offi-
cials.  Ordinarily, the system in vogue
there suffices to prevent iosses, but de-
spite the caution heretofore observed a
few cunning individuals have been able
to outwit those in charge. Henceforth
a sharp eye will be kept to prevent a re-
currence of the evil, and every effort will
be put forth to capture the person guilty
of the more recent offences.

The experience of the Washington
librarians is by no means different from
that of librarians .in other cities. Where-
ever an effort is made to conduct a pub-
lic library a liberal discount must be
made for losses occurring by theft, spolia-

tion, and failure of borrowers to re-
turn books. There is a certain class,
unfortunately much too large, whose

consciences are so deadened by literary
enthusiasm—if not more sinister reasons—
that they do not hesitate to purloin such
works as strike their fancy, even though
these works are at all times accessible to
them during library hours.

Another class—the careless and selfish—
are equally as dangerous and disreputable.
When they have found what they want
in a book they do not hesitate ‘to sling
it aside or to misplace it, without the
slightest regard for others' convenience.
This contingent are perfectly willing to
dGespoil or mutilate books or manuscripts.
The work or document itself is worth
nothing in their eyes beyond the purpose
it serves them. Their own selfish desires
are paramount to all other considerations,
even though the satisfaction of such de-
sires meets only a passing faney.

Of such ilk was the spoliator—supposed
to have been a Federal soldier—who many
years ago stoie from the magnificent set
of Audubon's works in the State Library
of Virginia some of the most beautiful
pictures which adorned these books. If
we mistake not this set is valued at $1,500.
The extremse rarity of the publication, to-
gether with the immense cost of its
limited production,” has made these
volumes a literary treasure which even
the most ignorant could not fail to ap-
preciate. And yet their covers were in-
vaded by vandal hands and their~ con-
tents despoiled by a thievish sneak.

Of course, there is the deliberate thief
who steals books merely to sell them and
to supply his pockets with cash. He
is always’ with us, but his lack of dis-
criminating power at least clips his claws
to some extent. And then, too, he does
not profess to be an honest man. This
rascal does not belong in the class eof
which we speak. But there does belong
in it the individual who borrows books
from the private libraries of friends and
fails to return them. He has no excuse
for his shortcomings. He is both dis-
courteous and inconsiderate, for he surely
cannot regard a loan as the equivalent
of a gift. The true lover of books looks
upon this individual with contempt, and
abhors him. The very appearance of a
chronic offender creates a panic in a
library. He is irresistible, because he is
plausible and full of promises. He will
have the books back in a fortnight, he
says, but he forgets; in other words, he
does not take the trouble to remember.
Perhaps the work which he has captured
is an old friend of the bibliomaniac’s—
a comlorter and a companion—but that
makes no difference.

So far as the public libraries are con-
cerned, we suppose that experience
gradually teaches the officials 1o guard
their possessions, but with the private
citizen his case is much more difficult.
He can never tell whom to trust, and his
worst enemies ustally come in the guise
of friends. He has only to rely on the
honer which should prevail among read-
ers. Let us all sacredly guard that
honor and never fail to return borrowed
zooks,

KEEP COOL.

The New York Evening Post is very
much cxercised over the plethoric condi-
tion of the Federal Treasury. The month-
Iy excess of receipts over disbursements
is from 35,000,000 to $10,000,000.

Keep cool, friend; keep cool. This Con-
gress has still some time to run, and the
Republicans are in the majority. They
will hardly discredit the record of their
party for raiding the Treasury, and
through the Treasury the pockets of the
tax-payers, in the interest of jobs de-
signed to perpetuate the srip of the party
upon power. There is no danger of an
explosion of the vaults from plethora.

Judging by experience, the Republican
managers can be trusted to provide, be-
fore Congress adjourns, for ‘‘safety
valve” wpolitical schemes that will keep
the pressure down below the danger point,
But even should this confidence be mis-
placed—and that is scarcely within the
range of possibility—the Fhilippines Job
bromises to furnish an ‘‘escape’ for all
the surplus that can be accumulated for
years to come. .

—_—
—_—

Hon, Hoke Smith has the following in
the Atlanta Journal:

“The publication in the Atlanta Consti-
tution, the Macon Telegravh, and other
papers, of a report that I have sold my
stock in the Journal renders it necessary
for me to publish the facts. Tt is true
I have had an offer for my stock, but
no sale has been consummated. I still
own a majority of the stock of the Jour-
ral and control the policy of the paper.
If at any time I should dispose of my

| interest in the paper, the public will be

promptiy notified through the Journal.”

Tips on Chesapcake and Ohio continue-

to circulate freely. The latest rumor is
that the next dividend will be at the rate
of 3 per cent. ‘per annum. There has been
considerable liquidation of the stock du-
ring the last few days, and it seems to be
well supplied above 321-2. Vanderbilt
houses have not recently been buyers, al-
though Wall street gets daily bulletins
telling of their purchases.

So says the New York
financial column yesterday.

Herald in its

The Irvington Citizen is satisfied that
the majority of the party in Lancaster
county are in favor of holding a consti-
tutional convention.
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The bonnets that bloom in' the s
tra-la, 3

May be secn in the milliner's shop;

To get ".'em?'qu __pay_gnd You pay and pay,
~And you pay, ; '

ring,
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with scarce ever a' stop.

Malet is the
the daughter of ‘Charles 'Kingsley.

The 'same firm also announces:
and Pollcy,” “by "Spencer Wilkinson,  the
well-known military critic of the London
Post.. The book will contain many of his
views on the African war, and also mili-
tary. observations on.our. late civil war.

““Current History,”” which has been pub-
lished as a quarterly for the past nine:
years, now makes its appearance as. a
monthly. ~The character, scope, and gen-
eral editorial direction of the work un-
dergo, no. change. The yearly subscrip-
tion price remains the same.

A new work by James Lane Allen, of
Kentucky, is announced. The title is
“The Reign of Law,” and the book ap-
pears to be descriptive of the hemp in-
dustry of the Bluegrass State, though it
may be intended for distribution in some
portions of the Old Dominion.

The Macmillan Company announce a
new historical novel, “A ~Friend of
Caesar,” by William Stearns Davis. The
story, which is laid in Rome, of course,
begins when Julius Caesar is just rising
into power, and ends with his great® vic-
tory and the establishment of his empire.
It is said to be a ‘stirring tale.

A novel, which is said to treat certain
phases of social, theatrical, and literary
life in a manner that is likely to attract
much attention, is announced for early
publication by D. Appleton & Co. *The
Immortal Garland’” is the title and Anna
Robeson Brown is the author.

“Flame, Electricity, and the Camera’
is the title of a volume by George Iles,
which has called forth enthusiastic com-
mendation from Professor John Fiske.
The book illustrates the wonderful ma-
teridl progress of man through the multi-
plying of his resources by each new dis-’
covery on the lines indicated by the title

The Harpers announce for publication
in the spring a volume of political remi-
niscences by Colonel A. K. McClure, the
veteran editor of the Philadelphia Times.
The title will’ be “‘Our Presidents, and
IHow They Are Made.” 'It is promised
that the book will contaln much informa-
tion concerning the inside workings of
various political’ campaigns, and also ‘as
to certain famous political quarrels, in-
cluding that between Cleveland and
Dana. The same firm will publish “The
Rebel,” a new novel by H. B. Marriott
Watson, and “The Nicaragua Canal” by
W. E. Simmons. The latter will not only
be a detailed history of the canal from
its inception to the present day, but an
uncommonly interesting account of the
country, its people, customs, laws, etc.

Robert Hichens, the author of ‘“The
Green Carnation,” is preparing- a new
book, which will be called “Tongues of
‘Conscience.” Tt is’ said to contain the
best work which the author has yvet done.

“‘Love and Mr. Lewisham’ is the ‘name
of a new novel by H. G. Wells, which will
be published by the Harpers.

The TFrederick A. Stokes Company will
issue the “Guide to the Paris Exhibi-
tion,” which will, according to the an-
nouncement, contain about everything
that a visitor to the great show will
want to know, except how to speak the
language. It is, however, as easy to be
robbed in one language as in another. G

Stephen Crane, who has been keeping
rather quiet of late, has not been idle,
but has been incubating another bool to
be tagged with a curious title. The new
literary freak will be called “Wounds in
the Rain.”” Mr. Crane, who is living on
a large estate in Surrey, is also at work on
a historical romance of Ireland, to be
published in the autumn. There is dan-
ger of his title-factory having to work
over time.

John Oliver Hobbes's new play, ‘“The
Wisdom of the Wise,” will soon be pub-
lished in book form.

A story of circus life in this country,
called appropriately “Tne Acrobat,”” and
written by Mr. John D. Barry, is about
to be published in London by JMr. John
}';:me. A ring should be formed to push
1t

Mr. Anthony Hope has a new novel
ready. It is called ‘Quisante,”” and is
described as, in many respects, a very
keen criticism of Benjamin Disraeli,
though why any one should wish  ta
criticise a dead man is not apparent; it
can’t hurt him. Perhaps Disraeli’s works
are meant. -

Mr. Arthur Severn’s recollections of
Ryskin will appear before the end of
the year. Mr. Severn has been coliecting
material for this work for the last seven
years. ~

The Scribners are publishing a novel of
the Middle West, that being the sub-
title of the book. It is by James Wicker-
sham, who is a teacher of languages in
Terre Haute, and his story, “Enoch Wil-
loughby,” describes some strange phases
of life in Indiana a generation ago.

The Indianapolis Public Library has
rejected George Ade’s ‘“Fables in Slang,”
on the ground that it is inane, and yet
the publishers are printing the twenty-
sixth thousand. :

The Convention.
(Lynchburg News.)

It is the almost unanimous sentiment
of Virginia Democrats that the time, has
come to revise our Constitution or to
frame a new one for the Commonwaaltn.
For thirty years we have ondured the
Underwood Constitution, framedq not hy
real Virginians, but foisted ubon the
State by the black-and-tan ccnvention,
and framed with a view to mutitiplica-
tion of offers to be held out as reward
for partisan service.

The single statement that North Cdroling
and Georgia, each of them larger than
Virginia, cnjoys the beaefits of a more
economical government than our . own
State while in efficiency their governments
compare favorably with ours, Speaks
volumes In favor of revision. The Legls-
lature has done its duty in submitting the
question of holding the constitutional con-
vention to the people. The time Is rear at
hand when the Democratic voters will
select their delegates to the Democratic
State Convention, which will take up this
question and decide
whether the Democratic party as a whole
shall be committed to constitutional re-
vision. It is of paramount Importance
that the voters should know beforehand
the sentiments of their delegates on this
burning question. If the voters. are in
favor of constitutional revision let them
see to it that no man is selected o repre-
sent them in the Democratic State Con-
vention who is not in harmony with them
on that point and who will not vote for
making it a party issue in the election
on the fourth Thursday of May.

Phi Beta XXappa Orator nt Harvard.
(Boston Journal.) g

Dr. William JXverett, 59, head master

of Adams Academy at Quincy, will be

the orator of the Phi Beta Kappa Socle-

ty of Harvard this year, and Mr. Clinton

Scollard will be the poet. For a short time

ater graduation Dr. BEverett held a posi-

tion as assistant professor at Harvard,
but later entered into politics, and in 1893
was elected to Congress. -

Mr. Scollard was graduated . from
Hamiltony College in 1881.. Ten years later
he became Professor of Rhetoric ‘there;
and two years after received the appoint-.
ment to the Chair:of English Literature,
a position which he has lately given ‘up
with the intention of devoting ‘all his
time to writing. Mr. Scollard’s writings
in verse include ‘“With Reed and Lyre,”

“Old and New World Lyrics,” ‘“‘Songs of |

Sunrise Lands,” ‘‘Pictures in

: Sorg,’” and.
“A Boy’s SaSheanT

Book of Rhyme.’”" "

His Guess at It.
(Philadelphia Press.)

Teacher: C
spell - “pilot” .perhaps. you can ' tell- me}.
what it is? - 3 3 N e s P s

“War |

authoritatively |

~'Well, Johnay, if .vou lcanty

Sy

~ THE BRI
. Note—These lessons have been. prepared.
for the Dispatch's Home Study Circlé by
Professor Benno  Kirschbaum, :of -Phila-
delphia._ They are intended primarily. for.
Americans who propose attending = the -

Paris Exposition. The lessons include (1) |

common French words .and phrases, (2)

easy conversation, and (3) simple reading
lessons. s o
LESSON KO. 7.
SEPTIEME LECOKR.

A Few Useful Hints.

1. To form the plural of French nouns we
have to add an ‘'s” to the singul_ar. as: le
livre, the book; lun,lee-vr. Les liyres; lay
leezl} gt.lt if anoun erds fn 7 ¢z, 2,7 it
does not change in the plural any more. The
plural then is the same ‘as the singular, as:-
icbras, the arm; —— brah; lesbras. -

Note—There are many more exceptions to the-

atove rules, of which we shall, however,give the
I ostimportant onee only—;mmely:_ . %

3. If>a noun ends in.‘‘aw” or ‘‘ex,’ such
nouns teke *z’*in the plural, as: le chapeau;
the Fat; — shap-oh; les chapequz; lay
shap-oh. Lenevex; tbe nephew; luh auh-
voh; ies neveuz; lay nuh-yuh.

4. Also, if a noun ends in *‘al,” this term!-
nation changes in the plural to “‘auz,” as:
ic cheval; the horse; —— shuh-vabl; l=
chevauz; shuh-voh. : -

N rticles for both the masculine an
13:2;5;?‘:@:::::: are “les” in the.plural, withous
any exception % :

Memory Exercises:
Much-Needed Words and Phrases,
" 1./This gentleman; ce monsiecur;.. suh

v

2. This man; cet homme; sett-tom.
2. This friend: cet ami; sett-tamee.
4. Thislady; cette dame; sett-dahm.
Noje-'I'ne student will see Lere that “this”1s
trapslated in three different ways—ce, cel, cette—

according to the foliowing simple rales, which he |

ought bear in mind, especially in ‘forming'sen-
terces, in writing and when carrying on conver-
gation. = Zoond
ce is used before any masculine noun be-
ginning with a consonant, as: ce train; this
train. !
cet is msed if the noun commences with a
eowel, or k mute, as: cef hdtel; this hotel; cet
étage; this floor; sett-tay-tazj.
cette is used aiways before fex:nh:lue.nounsi
as cefte Tue; this street; and ces before al
plural nouns, as: ces parcs; these parks;
ces_avenues; these avenues.
5. Igo; jevais. -
You go; vous allez.
Ido not go: je ne vais pas. :
You do not go; vous n’allez pas. .
Do you go? ‘allez-vous? X
Do you not go? n’allez-vous past
1 have gone; je suis 1é, s
You have gone; vousve!:egvalli 2
I have not gone; je ne suis paivnll y i
You have not gone; vousn’etes pas.—
alle. >
Have you gone? &tes-vous_allé?
Havq you not gone? n’étes-vous pas_
alle? :

6.

. It is very warm.
11 fait treés chaud.
8. Yesterday it was very hot.
Hier'il a fait_une chaleur excessive.
8. It is not raining.
1l ne pleut pas.
10. Is is not hailing?
Ne gréle-tZil pas?
11. We shall have a storm.
Nous aurons._un._orage. .
12. Tt is raining.
1l pleat.

13. It has rzined all day.

Il a piu toute la journée.
The climate; le climat;
mah.

Note—In French such terms as given above are
expressed in a very peculiar way. Weo may term
11 strictly “idiomestic”; = literal translation into
English would make no sense, since it would,

—— Kklee-

tound: it makes warm, it makes: cold, ew. “The:

verb *fo make” isemployed instead of “1o de” in
rreaking of th €éweather. The student must, there-
fore, 1ry to remember that the Frenchman says:
1t makes warm, It makes snow, eic., as: R

Is it not foggy this morning?

Ne faitZ=il pas un brouillard ce matin? -

14. How is your wifet
Comment va madame?
15. Does your danghtes feel better to-
day? .
Mlle. votre fille se porte-t=elle
mieux 2ujourd’huni?
16. Where is your husband?
On est monsieur?: -
17. Can I see your son?
Puis-je voir M. votre fils?
18. We wish to take a& ride with your
daughter. z ¢
Nous désirons faire une promenaded
cheval avec Bille. votre fille.
Note—The French are very polire in addressing
persons. 1foneis not fawmiliar with a person, he
must always observe tiae polite form, acd speik

as shown above: How is Mrs. your wife? —
Miss your daughter; — Mr. your husband? —

Mr. the doztor. etc. In speaking of one’'s own

samily the same form is used as in English—my
£0n; my wife, evc.

19. Vegetables: les légumes; —— lay-
cuum.
£0. Some green pess;
—— puh-tee pwa.
21. Some string beans; des harlcots verts
—— ah-ree-koh-vair.
22. Selad with mayonnaise dressing.
De la salade 1 la sance mayonnaise.
23. Creamed onions. .
Des oignons_A la erdme. .
—— on-ee-yon zeh lah krem.
24. Caulillowers buttered.
Des choux-flenrs_au beurre.
Day shoo-fioor o buhrr.
25. Plain boiled potatoes. i
Des pommes de terre 2 I’anglaise.
Dar pum duh tairr —
26. Fried potatoes. .
Des pommes de terre frites.
27. Baked potatoes.
Des pommes de terre cuites.
98. Mashed potatoes. 3
Des pommes de terre en purée.
29. Sliced raw tomatoes dressed. 5
Des tomates crues bien._assaisonncas.

des petits-pois;

. IN FRENCH' CONVER
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- 80. Mushrooms with white sance. -~
Des champiznons_a la financidre.
Day sham-peen-yon zah ‘1ah fee-noag- -
. .see-yairs S ] :

31. Stuffed tomatoes.. =+ -

- Des tomates farcies; —

32. Potatoes fried with onloms. - :

. = Des pommes de terre 3 la lyonnaisa.

: —— leecon-ez.’ ~ 35 e
= 88.-To es with mayonnaise dressing.

' Des-tomates_3'la sauce mayonnaise.

84. Chicken salad: - Tosteaa

- Mayonnaise de volaille; —— vo-lyea.

85. Lettuce salad with sculllons. 3
= Salade de laitue aux petits_oignons.

86. Corn; du mais; —— mas co. .

- Prunes; des pruneaux; —— proo-no.*’
Plums; des prunes; —— proon.
-Apple sauce; marmelade 4UX pommes.
Cranberry sauce; - marmelade’ aux

coussinets; —— koo-see-nay. .-
Salt; ‘du sel. 55ty

Pepper;- da poivre.
. Red pepper; du poivre rouge.
Vinegar; du vinaigre; —— vee-nagr.
Crackers; des biscuits; —— beece-

-

37.

kwec. : 3
Toothpicks; des cure-dents; koor-

dang. - _ :
Salt- and pepper-box; la salitre, ls

poivriére. :

Qil- and vinegar-bottle; Ihuilier.
Napkins; des serviettes,
Numbers. Ay
10; dix (diss). S
20; vingt (vant).
- 80; trente (traunt). 3 -
40;-quarante (ka-raunt).. = . =
cinquante (san-kaunt).
60; . soixante (swas-saunt).
"70: ‘soixante-dix.
80; quatre-vingts.

90: quatre-vingt-dix
7~ 100; centi(saun).
*  500; cinq cents (sang-saun).
~1,000; mille (meel).

10,000; dix mille (dee meel).

Note—In order to form' from the cardinal the
ordinnl numbers, add " [dme’" to the cardlnal num-
ber, as: douzidme, twelfth; trentidme, thirtieth.
cinquanti®me, fiftieth, etc. If the cardinal en'd.s i
~e”Itis dropped before “idme.” After: “cing”adl
“u” before it and final /' becomes a t; asneuS
changes into “neuaviéme.”

There are some numbers which the sta-
dent is advised to study and remember from
the very outset; read them over and over
aloud as much as possible and try to commit
them to memory. The most important ones
are: 3 35 SRR
Vingt-et-un (21) i vingt-et-uniéme:(21st).

Soixante (60} ; soixantitme. (60th).-

° Soixante-dix (70) ; soixante-dixi¢me (70th).

71st). . g
CSoixante:d buze . (72) ; -soixante-donzitme
@i T
Quatre-vingts (80);
(SOth).
 .Quatre-vingt -un _ (81);
uniéme (81st). : "
Note—The, conjunction “and,” “ef" (ay). ocoury -
only injoininz the ‘unit 1 (one) or the numberll

Zquatre - 'v!_ngtié'm& .

quatre - vingt-

tion is losn 3 2
Impbrtant for the Study. ..
Before' making any attempt to read the
text of the new French lesson the studeai

knowledge of the lznguage than himself. It .
‘is also important: to try to familiarize one’s
self thoroughly with the meaning and spell-
ing of each word. To promote the latter in
particular it ‘will be well to transcribe as
often as possible from dictation and from
memory some of the important sentences;
then compare them with the originals and
note the mistakes.
Reading Lesson. 5

The following is a proper translation of
the last French exercise:

(1) Wepay $3a day in that hotel. (2)
Idleness is the mother of all vices. (3) The
oranges and the pears that one buys at th:'x:
merchant’s are fine and good. (4), The
rooms of this boarding house are very large.
(5) They are very convenient. (6) Inm g0~
ing to high mass in the cathedral. (7) Come:
with me. (8) Will you go with me? (9)
English is spoken in this restaurant. (10)
So much the better. (11) Will you take
some meat and vegetables? (12) This fried
chicken is delicious. (13) Send us two veal
cutlets, breaded. (14) This roast beef is too
rare.  (15).Take it away. (16) A stuffed
leg of mutton and some jelly. e

Vocabulary—La XNormandie; Normandy.
Les plus besux; the finest. EnvE\_xrope; in
Europe. Pays; country. Le climat; tbe
climate. Prendre; to take. Les eaux; the
waters. - Vite: faat. De ’autre cbté; on tne
other side. Au coin; on the corner. Belless
fine. - Les repas; the meals. Restau-
rant; restaurant. lei; at this place. On sert;
they serve. Excellent: excellent. Raison-
nakles; reasonable. Prix; rates. Nous

-aurons; we shall- have. De la pluie; rain.
Fera besu: will be fine. Comment se porte?
how is? Beau-pere; father-in-law.

Read and translate into Engliih:

(1) Les chevaux de la Normandie sont les
plus beaux_de 1I’Europe. (2) Le _clxmat de
ce pays_est trés doux (warm). (3) IL fait
plusdoux que densnotre pays. (4) Beaucoup
de personnes vont en_Europe pour prenf.lre
les eaux. (3) Cette dame.marche trés vite.
(6) Je suis trés fatigue et je me sens_indis-
pose. Ils sont de 'autre coté de 1a rue. (8)
Quelle est cette maison au‘coin? :(9) Est-ce
13 “Tie Grand Opéra’’? (10) Les légumes en
France son% bien beanx. (11) La cuisine de
ce restaurant est-elle bonme?” (12) Ic_n on
sert d’excellents repas, et & des prix raison-
nables.. (13) Nous aurons de la pluie. (14)
Croyez-vous qu’il fera beau demain? (15)
Comment se porte monsicur votre bezu-perc?

Before taking up a new lesson the student
is edvised to rehearse the text of all previous
lessons, so that as he advances he will be-
.come thoroughly familiar with all words,
phrases and idioms already used.

Note—The English translation-of this
tercise will be found in the following
2sson, which will be published next Sun-
day: : 3 ;

RECENT SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES.

(Copyright, 1900, by Seymour Eaton.)

Note—These papers’on Practical Science
have been prepared for the Dispatch’s
JHome Study Circle, by Professor-William:
J. Hopkins, of Drexel Institute.

II.-WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.
(Concluded.)

'D!nrconi‘s System. -

In this system, as used for directed sig-
nals, there is no vertical wire,. and.'the
transmitting spark gap and the coherer
are eacn placed:in the focus of a para-
bolic mirror. The coherer is here the re-
ceiver of the wave as well as the de-
tector, and its position is important. (In
this case the transmitter .and the re-
ceiver must be tuned to the synchronism
by strips of copper of carefully: adjusted
length.) As usually practiced, however,

coherer becomes a matter of no great im-

its “spark ‘gap serve.only to charge the:
ivertical line:to the ‘necessary potential.
Trains of waves are shut out from this
“vertical’ line - throughout its length, "al-
though the; dre Drobably stronger near
the earth: A

 particular frequency is, therefore, neither’
‘necessary nor useful. | iy A,
FUNCTIONS OF THE APPARATUS. -
In the diagram of the receiving circuits

there is shown' a coil on each 'side of the

are inductive Tesistances, or ‘choking’
coils,” in which the rapldly oscillating
current flows with great difficulty. They
serve to prevent the waste of the energy
of the ether waves which would occur if

: the discharge could pass freely in this

circuit, and:.they compel the discharge to
pass wholly through the coherer)’’ i: -
The action of-the relay, the tapper, and

the recorder are probably suffciently well

; understood from what has gone before. In

: each instrument the break-is. shunted by.
; & non-inductive high resistance. "A high

t

resistance incandescent lamp would anode’

1 : { tthis purpose. These shunts were found
for undirected signals. a vertical wire is ; A
used at 2ach end, and the exact Dposition ;
of the transmitting spark gap or of the i
: i turbances unless. shunted, which Drevent
portance.. In this case the oscillator and :

to be necessary to prevent sparking and
consequent disturbance of the ccherer.
The-tapper and the recorder produce dis-

the coherer from:returning tojits_sensi-

i tive condition, and thus. reduce the  dis-
ttance at which signals can be received. -

.. BECENT IMPROVEMENTS, & *

‘When both récetver and transmitter are
_used at the same station the‘coherer is
likely to be injured byr its nearness to. the
oscillator. ‘Marconi has,: therefore nd
it desirable to inclose all the receiving
apparatus except thé recorder fn" a metal
case, with ‘a small’ openingsand a com-
bined capacity and inductance i5 added to
prevent the oscillations of thé transmitter.

At S LDESL g

}:October was not up to this

Soixante-et-onze (71) ; soixndt&’gt—pnziéma"*

(eleven) to the tens.  In 81, however, this coxuuno_-”:’
‘s two- wires.

should, ‘if- possible, hear it seversl times ,
from the ‘mouth of one who has a'better

‘coherer in the local circuit., These coils i

and it is sald. alsoi that (e 1
coll “Drevents to a great ey o
terference which might be Catisen f:“y n-
trical atmospheric Infivences* 7 el
mospheric influences are crm;i,vf.’m
the vertical wire is longz. In \,.-(l
with kites at Blue Hill 4 =/ -
gave great trouble from thiy ... .
the conclusion was reached e -
cessful working the wire sponiy -
than 200 feet high. el
TR OTHER SYSTEMS.
,Other_systems than Mareony
_use, but no other is so prom
the public, and no other, «
.} known, has been operated :, sie
distance. Lodge has used a difr
of oscillator and-a different
rating with the .third harmonic o
ternating ‘current. With o froqu.
this order, either a coherer ora:
may be used as a detector. Ijr... o0t
found the teleDhone to act in plye, ., >
coherer, ‘and others have neog 3
varfous desizn. Almost any met:
crophone will work. It is anng
also, that a relay has been iny
its: construction is not divnt:m,‘
PERFORMANCES OF THE 3rapca.
= SYSTEM. S AL
Comiunication  has now been «
malintained for two vears gver
of about eighteen miles, ang
states that in his opinion 'y,
kind of matter which can stan -
Iy interfere with the work:
installation.” Messazes were
across the Enzlish channel abo:
ago. a distance of thirty-two m
it Is'stated that the signals ha+
tected at ninety miles. The cvern
now been adopted by two' lines of
steamers.. :
The performance at our vae

g0,

iner

2 YOS andard,
though it was sutcessful for the

Tests were afterward made on e
our navy. The trial board repa
the system was well adante,
squadron signalling. and the
Unimpaired by rain. wind. for
tion of the ships. The distanc
was sixteen to twenty-two m
tween large ships. with masts of
and. torpedo-boats, with ma
the signals can be read on shins
eighty-five miles and on the torpedn-boate
at seven miles. o

The system is adavnted for e
vessels of the' navy. includinz -t
boats ~and dispatch-boats. patrot
seouts, but is not practicabia in a small
bogt. ‘Tt was recommended that -
tem “be given a trial in_ the navv
be tried; also. as a method of =
between' light-ships and the shors. -
has been successfully practiced in E
‘land for- more than a vear.
SUGGESTIONS AS TO FUTURE Dr.
Sy VELOPMENT. §

Professor Elihu Thompson has Snzzest.
€d that if two' vertical wires were placet
at a ‘distance apart equal to half a ws
length“without earth econnection,
would enhance each other's effant.
arrangement would give, alsn. a ps
cantrol of. direction. as the dis
woul@ travel princioally in a line pe
dicular to the plane passinT thronsh the
v Such a transmitter would ba
tuned «to a definite frequency, and tha
.1.signals would. therefore, he selectir %
‘wave length used should not be ton
<~ Flosenden is reported to have do
a - receiver which is 2.000 times as zer
tive as the coherer now in use. By me
‘of this detector, according to a news
paper interview, he hobes to send mas-
sages across the Atlantiec.
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The Conl Merchant's Wooinc,
“If~yvou will be my wife.”” he said,
My efforts n’er shall fail
In zealous aim to bring vour lifs
Up to a higher scale.”

ang

tha sva.

It

She coyly glanced at him, and then
Replied in dulecet phrase—

“I can't decline your offer, sir
You have such winning w
: e e

An Inert Faction.

“I am quite surprised to hear that
Groober moved away from here he
developed into a full-fledged
they say he doesn’t do much els
‘try to manipulate the party wir
town.”” 3
I "I guess that's so; he alwavs
- 2 sneaking fondness for pol
! ““What factlon does he belong to?"

' “Well, from a review of the returs
of their last local election, I should say
it was a petrifaction.”

e TR e R

7 The Surest Way.

, He: Now that we are. betrothed, dear,
the proper thing to do is to make somsa -
public announcement of it; it’s cust
you know, so I had better writs out &
neat little notice for the papers

She: Oh, that isn’t at all
love; I confided the fact tc
Bella, this morning, and told !
say a word about \it.

3 — e

NG Sapient Sammy.

_Sammy’s - Mother ~(with glance in top
S fca

. of refrigerator):.  What? - All
| 8one already! Well, I certainl
ilike to know what kind of ice ¢
i is giving us; we don’t any r
+it In the refrigerator before
! ‘Sammy: If it runs 2
AMother, it must be coward-
i _—_—————
Tanken at His Word.
He: Come, Miss Alice! 1
lmy fate to-night. Sooner or lat
will have to give me an ans

mu

mer, and

iis, no. time like the present.

She: Oh, very well. I
present is “no”” time, I
have to take that for your answer

-
~ Concerning the Open Door.
£ *Are you in favor of the opei-d
about which so much discussion has
; raised?” :

“**Well, as to that, I'd a good deal
have the door open all the time t
have it banged continually, as some [0
are in the habit of doing.”

e e T e

L&

i .. - A Point Welt Taken.
‘Dumbleton:* ¥ suppose you b
very much amused, with the rest ¢
town,  over that elopement of G
man'’s daughter.

Flasher: Not a bit of it: For my I
I never could see anything in a
match to make light of.

i" The Woad-Box Was Empty.
“Husband: Iéé;clare it I ain't near ab
used up; my-
split. J
{ Wife: I guess Pl send for the doctor
Perhaps heican give you something thit
will drive that reelirg into your hands-

It is all very well to have the :
of ‘being a’man of good habits, but i3
even ‘more to one’s credit to have B
reputation of having paid for them.
3 2 - e
" Sparring is not popularly supposed *
recelve judicial sanction, and yet one ¢
“sea a jury box in any court-reom.

h calism  of ; bunilix:g sentences :ﬂt
: telt'by 7{1;& e con\‘ik""d o

f 1

bie-

would

‘head feels as if it W
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