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Prominent Party Leaders Call on the
People to Goto Polls Thursday.— _

MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE TO BE DECIDED.

Cogent Reasons Given for Supporting the Coosti-
tutionai Convention Proposition.

STIRRING LETTERS FROM MEN OF INFLUENCE.

State-Chairman EllysonV Governor Tyler, Senator I>niuc], the
Virginia Consrrcssmcn, and Others Urge the Importance of
Voting on Thursday— Address to the Democratic Voters of
Richmond.

There are Tinaiis taxable signs of an increased interest in the constitutional
convention question, as the ©lection day draws near."

The apathy which has characterized the Democrats of Virginia, has. to .a
prc-at extern; disappeared. The people have been thinking.. The result is that
zhe sanction which the State convention convention gave to the convention pro-
posirion at Norfolk has been reinforced by an active and determined public
sentiment.

State Chairman EHyson has received during tho past week advices from the
various county chairmen, showing: that the leaders are bestirring . themselves
There is no reason to expect that a large party vote will be polled but MrEHyson expressed; confidence last night that the party would be' successful The
Democrats have realized since the Norfolk convention that the defeat of theproposition for a new Constitution would mean the defeat of the party in Vir-pinia. The fear of such calamity has had the effect of wonderfully "urousin-
ihe Dcraocrats of the State.

°
The Dispatch prints below letters from a number of the best known Demo-

crnts in Virginia, setting forth in cogent form the reasons for -supporting theproposition for a new Constitution, and urging upon their party brethren thenecessity of voting next Thursday. \u25a0-
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THE CUBAN: "HORRORS !THAT'SJUST THE WAY YOU SPANIARDS USED TO DO."
-.- '

\u25a0 . . ;
—

Chicago Record.

IDRDER: IN PRISON.

T-7^Wcc.Sl;re^ Fair.-iS endCd -
CarniTal closed midnlsbt last n!SHt.V ...u.e a., a.r proved: a great success. As an entertainment it met"expectations;" as \u25a0'- -Ja erowd-bringer^it exceeded the most extravagant estimat-s. '- '

\u25a0

" >.:; \u25a0'\u25a0<"\u25a0
.I::one pointyonly was it conspicuously did not -adequately DlustFaTa :•

tae general- trade and _ mariufacturlngr Industries or this
:communlty>^Biitrfi

:™:
™ weak paint was not as noticeable as it might "have : been; thc^siUn^lcon^ungent consisted of in a strikingly large measure:'. and^the^.o^cfeiS« ere more interested in the Broad street .retail establishments -than in^an^'^aralM.rades and manufactures.;^^ Brqad-striet houses- Were seen at

fhe fair met expectations of visitors. -They found- what theyv^aiiteit^^^j
tainme^; undoub^^
made the shuw -The people, on a holiday: occa.ion.^vant dessert.
.-kiinf^ e'w lSitOrS arebound to admire ;the enterprise -or"Richmond •Inipro^

scale -
There has neTCr been

There-is every promise of a repetition of the: fair next year either In th- *>

wolcoms nest year willbias^cordlalas it.his'bMnthis tim>. ". j

__: . _
t.^.^

flic Great Street' Fair Brought tq.a-""
Triumphant • Conclusion, I

9 EXPECTAHONSTULLY REALI^S
ilie Attendance for the Six Days'-Celebration-^

Tiife;MONSTER'- REVIEW PARADE OF LAST NIGHtIIS
The \u25a0•\u25a0CKJininatlHsr VEvent of the l>ay ana tlio,TVeck-Sostocls .:

Shows Leare-Out Soin?r Trains Laden I>o\vn WitliPeople-^
Final Scenes and Incidents-Association Officers Enth« :.\
siastlc— Pinixnces In Oood Sbapo. '':!**wt\

TIJE LAST DAY IXDETAIL.

BE COMPLETED. IN TWELVE MOUTHS.

THE. NEW "HOSPITAL
GROfXD WlliißjE BROICKh'^VITZI

FORMAL CEREMONIES JULY 15TU.

C.;Elch"elberser, secretary of thi assoca^ltion,-,:to whom .Captain Morgan rK.^MHlilldirected attention as^King >HarrySth«iFirst _Time.'; Mr. E.H.;Clowes" rodentslat-sided dromedary,- 'the :supply 'g'ofM

COXVICT CUTS HIS CELJJ-3IJ.TJi's

THKOAT TS THE PE?aTENTIART.

A DESPERATE DEED, INDEED.
(COXCLUDED OX PAGE .FOCItTEEX^

GHARLOTTES\-ILiE;

r.try alike are Partially in my charge and
|require constant watcMulfiess and atten-!tion Were 1differently situated, Iwould
|padly meet the calls upon me to speakIm behalf of the constitutional conventioni.The considerations, however, that .--houldmove us to hold the convention are mo-
mentous, and may be stated in brief com-
|pass. • .

Virginia is the only Slate in the Unionnow. living under a, carpet-bag' ••hiack-and-tan 11

constitution. Just as soon as
jthe horrors of tho Reconstruction dayswere over every border -State and every
Southern State proceeded to disrobe it-
self of the Constitution which was taint-ed with the evils of those times-

Our Constitution lias been vastly im-proved by amendments. But it vas'mfxj.o
-it.he-a pim^hmer.^t«/^ui-^p^3jJto: >st?soied ?
largely from the Constitution of \ewYork—a populous State— it was ill-fitted
to Virginia. And we have only borne with1211 21 so long because of our natural con-
servatism and good nature, and our
weariness o* strife.

But what a contrast! Virginia of-T778making the first American Constitution—
the first in the world to make the distri-
bution of independent, executive, legisla-tive, and judicial powers— the model of
the United States, and of ever- separate
State itself; and now thf Vir-ginia of 1900. the only State inthe Union . with a carpet-bag- Con-stitution, and the only English-speak-
ing community in the world under a .->6n*-stitutlon not of Anglo-fatherhood. Tt may
be called '•sentiment,'; but whatever, bethe name of the feeling,Ifeel, as do themasses of the Virginia people, that weare not entitled to the humiliating dis-
tinction which belongs to us "solitary
and alone." Outside of this consideration
there are practical economic and businessreasons that should impel us to make anew constitution. Our Legislature fortwenty-live years has had biennial ses-
sions. The members of the House of Del-egates are elected every two years andsit three months in one year. By the
time a member learns the rules, and isno longer a novice, his . term ends. Theresult is that calendars are congested,
and legislation must be hasty, or not
at all. We need a deliberative" body thatcan take its tirae and go sedately over all
the affairs of the Commonwealth,- andthen frame an economic, up-to-date con-
stitution, eliminating the burdens that

."t-re inspired by the copied Constitution
of New York.

Necessity presses upon us. With an ad-ditional burden of interest on the public
debt of near $200,000, to accrue next year,
and with a Confederate pension bill.'esM-
mated to cost a half-million, or maybemore, annually, we shall be put to our wirs
to make buckle and tongue meet, and
any general financial disturbance 'might
completely upset tho finances of the Com-
monwealth. We should take time by the
forelock and provide against the coming
of that evil day. We can only do this
fitly by a State convention. Many otherquestions press for consideration. Iwill
not go on to them now. But the time is

1congenial, and' the opportunity has been
Igiven by the spontaneous and instinctive
jmovement of the people, who have' recog-
inized the situation and are ;anxious toideal with it in the right spirit,
j We must set our house, in order, and Ihe;intellect, character, and energy of the.State should now- concentrate upon the
Paramount question of constitutional re-
form. The first step was taken by the'people. Tho second has been taken by
the legislature in submitting to the

j voters tho question of calling a conven-
jtion. The third was taken by the Demo-
cratic convention at Norfolk, urging thepeople to vote for the convention on The
-4th of May. They will then take the
fourth step, and if it be .as, is hopefully
anticipated, in favor of.a convention. *he

j Rtato v.'il!proceed in one course to frame
ja constitution worthy of its history aa:l
its dignity, and in eonsonanpe with its in-"
terests. Very truly yours.

JOHN W. DANIEL.

OUR I'AUTVIIASSPOIvEX.

It has been decided that ground for
the Charlotte Williams Hospital, to be
located at, the southeast corner of Twelfth
and Broad streets, will be broken on
"or about July.15th.

There will be formal ceremonies of an
interesting character. Ground will be
broken by three little children— Charlotte
Williams Bemiss, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. E. A. Bemiss, and a niece of the
lady to whom the hospital is to be a
memorial; John Skelion Williams, Jr.,
Son of Mr. and Mrs. John Skelton Wil-
liams, and nephew of the late Miss Wil-liams, and little Ann Roy . Johnstondaughter of Dr. George Ben. Johnston,
one of the corporators, and who will be
the chief surgeon of the hospital.

A SILVER SPADE.
The implements to be used on the occa-

sion will be. three little" silver spades,
made of the silver of §100, .representing
the nominal capital stock of the corpora-
tion. The handles will be of wood from
one of the two houses which are to be
torn down to make way for the great
building. The spades will be preserved
as mementoes". .\u25a0 v'

A meeting of the. Board of Trusteeswas held in the office of Dr. George Ben
Johnston last Wednesday night. .The re-
port of the Building-Committee, recom-
mending that- the plans of Mr. Percy
Griffin, the New? York architect, be ac-cepted, was adopted. The committee re-cently went,..to New York and examined
the plans, which are now entirely com-:
Uleted.

The board ordered the committee to
have the buildings on the . site of theproposed hospital torn down, and the'material disposed of. This work is to becompleted by July 10th. As stated theground will be formally broken July' 15thIt is expected ,that the building Vill becompleted within a twelvemonth

—
Assoon as the plans are received in this

;

city local builders will be asked to in-
spect ;them and submit bids.

. ABSotUTJEUT FIREPROOF.
The building.Vwill be of brick, withcement trimmings. It will be as nearlyabsolutely fireproof,' as can 'be construct-ed. Only the doors and the window-boxes will be of wood.
The hospital will be the largest charity

hospital .in the South, save one in NewOrleans.' and will be of the largest in
the -United States.

Tlie.BullUlnis' Will Be Ab^olately

li'lrc—Proof-It in to lie One of the

,LsrKe«t -
Ho:<i»ltais lv llie TJiiitoa

States.

13ied in Jail. •
NOTTO WAY COURTHOUSE VA May15.-(Special.)— Andrew Rogers (colored); a

»KSIGN FOR ]TIIE ;CJTAKTitVrTB' «S HOSPIT'I rmrn,n,r*.!*•-' :^S^&

convicted murderer, "diad. in*jail,here last
:night. Pie' had been complaining for some
time, but his sickness was not thought to
bo sreious,. and when the Sheriff entered
the jail this morning he was surprised
to find him lying dead in his: ceil. The
'jail physician attributes his . death to
heart failure. Rogers was' convicted ot
the murder of Emmitt Ross,- at the Feb-
ruary term of Nottoway County Court,
and sentenced to be hanged. An appeal
was taJcen to the Circuit Court, and Judge
Hancock granted a writ;.of error and.
supersedes.- The-"case had not yet come
up for argument in:the Circuit Court. .

\u25a0 SBTEXAXZiOAH;

'I'yvb Acciileiits—r»ien.«>les— Pasliire- A

-
SSS^^^^S^^^'&^'^^if^v^tT^*^"'

WOODSTOCK, VA., May H!.-(Special.)
Rev. J. B. Mclnturff, a weli-knov/n Bap-
tist minister and :Superintendent of the.
Public schools' of Uiis county, stutnbled
on a pile of stones at his home, in Stras-
burjj,yesterday and broke the large bone
of. th.j.-right wrist.-.;

Evangelise W. H. "Book, of Clifton-
Forge, Va., is^conducting a protracted
meeting in the Christian church at Edin-
burg. > Pie is assisted by Professor H.
Trail, singing evangelist of Kockville,
Md., and is preaching to large crowds.

Peter- Fahnestock, a farmer living at
\u25a0Fisher's Hill, in this county,: cut a larsro
tree on himself -"oh Thursday and mashed
his ley seriously.

\u25a0There are several cases of measles InWoodstock, and the malaiJy has beengoing its.round in the county. The cases
here have been of a severe nature.

Mr. Luton Ij. I.ohr, a prominent young
farmer livingnear Maurertown, and" MissMaggie May Calohan. an accomplished
young lady of Strasburg, were married at
the bride's home, in that place, on Thurs-day; the Rev. M.L. Pence officiating;

Several days ago a public meeting wa?
held at New. Market, and steps were
taken 'to celebrate the coming .fourth oiJuly in a fitting manner.

Mr. Jessie Zirkle, of Manor jNlillaneigh-borhood, in this county, recently shot alarge crane, which measured- 3 feet fcinches from tip to tip, and was 3 tee t 3inch high.
Mr. Cluirles Bauserman, a young farm-er, and Miss Martha Clem, both !of Ham-burg,-in this county, were married at the

home of the bride on yesterday. "Rev. Kci.
L." Folk; of the L,utheran church,

"
offi-

ciated. .
;Tho -drought has almost destroyed thepasture, which is generally good "at thisseason of the .year, and a large number
of stock-raisers ai-f, compelled to buy feed
for their stock. To supply this want a

great many car-load lots, of corn have
b-^en shipped to "different points in the
county, and the corn is being retailed at
5G cents per bushel. Unless there is soon
rebel' from the drought there is no Way
to estimate what the loss will be There
has been no rain of any consequence
tor a month. . . :

- .

Sheet Steel Coiniismy Stock Issue.
TRENTON, .N. J., May;19.-A certifi-cate, was filed with the -Secretary of Stateto-day certifying that "the:American'Sheet Steel Company had ,issued 2-19,000,-

000 of /capital- stock, of which $45,000 000• was :for the^purchase of property and-theremainder, ?i,C00,000, was paid-in cash. -
".The. certificates was- signed; by Geb'rge

B. ' McMurtry,., president," "and
'
H BiWheeler,- secretary, o£ the- company

" "
'"'\u25a0

ITAVAS TU2 CCTTER.

TJie Banghtcr!) 01. the Klns-Chaxi|J
"-.--. -.'.\u25a0':' lotteaville Xotes. '/

;
CnARLOTTKSVIL,L,E. VAv.MayO 19^2

CSpacJai:)~This evening- . there r :bra -^fevvTyi
-txjiceni.of_:the- Episcopal Council.'^^THaTdaiy??
egates departed promptly— sanio lotitheraj^
before adjournment.-

'
Few \u25a0 ''.visltors^triSrflrhain; ;: \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0 , ' ' . : \u25a0\u25a0;

••
-. ••\u25a0:.•\u25a0

./Not .an integral
'
par t;of;thVcouaeil,!!butß

Etill doing a work valuabla "to the -pa'^-t^
rishes.- the. iocal /assembly at I.th'atlDaughters :of th& King:held. t-vro/Taaet^fSings yesterday. At' the \u25a0ifirsV^naeetiiigrso'clS
the" Daughters, Miss Ward'e. •ofC:.Win-.~sChester, tha general secxetaxy of th«-or-'Citier, presided. \u25a0 Tha Rev. J.-C. ,yonei;ToC^
Millwood, mada .an\addroas, after:.whiohlt^
reports cf. the various 'chapters

'I'-"\"wereT^-;.read._ .-These showed, the ord^r;in;flourish^;iS,ing- /condition. -_ . .:..;;"
At the evening masting, the ":Rev. H.Tb^§;

I-ee -presided, and in tha
-
abaence!va£|the> ?|i

appointed speakers, Revs. Preston.'Kash^fof Richmond, and J. O. Jones, of:3IUI»Swood, kindly -consented to -take vVthals^iplaces.- .".-."^.'rivJV--- '-•\u25a0.>' r-Y:.:i-- '.\u25a0'.: ~:~;§si3s£\
Mr. •N.-ish.madeJa verr. ihterastins-Tani^'-:helpful address,- showing1 the .great -:aee^^for such ahr\u25a0ord*r'.>aiid'-" calling- -atteiitioa??!to.,.the fact tliat it. was/ doing.-a^worlJS'among women similar- to ,tba,t . of'-thC^i

Brotherhood of 'St. .Andrew-" amoa^Ban^i
?,'^.;:.Jones was next :introd'ucedrandLi!ispoke -of the .Bucces3f ul".work :beiisg-jaonerSl!
in-the various .-"churches ;::by-.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0these: - differ^)
ent: societies. He.showed also' how- ".val-iif!
uable they wtre. but .urgpd ,;;agalnsii|i]
their becominy triers -machines.
.In the Circuit Court this /mqrnik^thaSi
case of Charles ;.E. Saunders asalnst^E^3 j
R. Goodman was arsiied/'^ ;The"fsalt

";Cin-"£-i
Lvolvcs :salary alleged".to be '\u25a0\u25a0 due :io}'SanSSw
ders as overseer, for C-oodma jn..*.The'J"ats :s!!torneys .in' the' case are Messrs, lD."Har-Sj
moh; for"plaintiff, and Captaizi Woodai-i
for -defendant;. '\u25a0\u25a0._; -/. --^^j

The administrator qf.:Jefferaon£w6'odtS!has secured a verdict "against. the-Chesa-^
peake and Ohio-Railway Company "loafresponsibility; for the death of

'TFopd,?^!
who was killed; near Ivy recently^:/THaflamount ;allowed -

wa3 .5750./.. "^"•sSj. Miss.Hilah .White; ctaujhter of -Jud^af {
John M. White, idied last: eyeningr: of:perU§
tonitis:- after an .illn&st'or-three -"daysi^j
She was not quite 17. and a'verrbrigHi:^
and attractive girl; whoso death. ?is^f
shock to a wide circle of friends/- "woraifby her many .' lovable •

traits.
'
'The .fune^'Sral will take place at" Maplevt

wood. Cemetery at 10 -o'clock
"-Sunda«f

morning. : : ',":--•t^J

The penitentiary .shoe-shop was yes-
terday :the scene of a - cold7blooded, pre-
meditated murder. The deed was com-
mitted by,William Woodson,- a negro con-
vict, sent from this city- to serve- eleven
years

"
for burglary, and his victim was

Ambrose Ferebee, a negro serving live
years for house-breaking in Norfolk coun-
ty. The murder was committed in the
shoe-shop about 8:30 o'clock.

"'
Woodson

using a shoe knife to cut Ferebee's throat,
thrat. .

*
\u25a0

The two men were cell-mates, together
with several :other negroes, -and on Fri-
day night there was a;general fight in
the cell. Woodson engaged in battle with
a negro named Jim Jones and got -worst-
ed. He secured a brick and :attempted
to brain Jones, when Ferebee interfered
and took the brick from the irate Drison-er. Quiet was restored, and St was
thought by the convicts that the inci-
dent had been closed. 'Yesterday morning
the men were marched from their ceil
and given their breakfast. Woodson
want along and ate his breakfast quietly,
making no demonstration, and giving no
evidence of the terrible thoughts thatwere within his brain. ..

CUT HIS THROAT. \u0084

After breakfast the men were, marched
into the shoe-shop, and their day's work
was begun. "Woodson was seated some
distance from. Ferebee. The latter hav-
ing a few moments leisure ,tos \u25a0 engaged
in reading a Testament, when, without
warning, and before the' guards -

couldinterfere, Woodson sprang. from his seat,
rushed over, to where Ferebee was sitting,
and,- grasping his head, pulled it back!
and drew,, a sharp shoe knife across his
throat. ;A gash, .extending: from the- leftear to within two inches of the: right
was madel "The jugular vein was severed,
and the head was almost cut from; the
body. -

As soon a3 he "had accomplished his
foul purpose with Ferebee, Woodson
rushed through the shop to where Jones
was seated, and slashed at him, but-the
guards :interfered before he .couid injure
Jones, and; Woodson "was- put in irons and.
placed in a dungeon. Ferebee .had .been,"
in the mean time, removed to the hospital,'
and Dr. Virginius Harrison; the :surgeon',
was ;summoned to him. The, '•'physician,
did all that he could., to alleviate the
man's suffering, but the unfortunate"
prisoner was too far gone to make it pos-'
sible to save his life, and,, at S:3O o'clock,-
he-breathed; his":last . . ._ : - '... ,TO -BE"' TRIT3I>' 'FOR- MURDER.:

'

.Woodson
'will,be "kept in"the dungeon

: \u25a0 (CO2fCLBSED ON .PAGEOIO.) '\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0/..

;Willlsiiu Woodson Attacks Ambrose

rcrebeeia the SUoe-Slioii aiirt Ends
His LExistence WitU a ICnife—A4-

tiif.-k oil. Anotliey Prisoner.

Thoaslit Bunlc >Va*i\u25a0"Bcins' Bu^jiaSi"'
izeel

—
JJoytlton Briefx.

;- BOYDTON, VA., May ;13^(SpecialoSl
.There v/as'some uneasiness feltiherollasfc^j
night in consequence of a.',"rep'ort->tbat(ttfa-J
Bank of Mecklenburg. :loca^ed>ih^thi3§
town, was being burglarized.- Two?druia«;^

.mers were passing - the ;b&ildins:"durinfffthei§
night;and.heard, as they thought, .sawinsf
and,drilling,going on inside the^banle^iThey notified Cashier E,]W. :Overbßyf -wh<>l:immediately summoned :help, ;and^th^'lparty,proceeded to the bank;;heavily rarm-3§
ed, ;.expecting to.;iirid and overhaul jiVurg3
lays ;and. cap ture

-
them;>_but Xh;;their,; sur-§§

prise, on' entering :the.bank. ';there^wns'notl
a;Uving squl in. it.,:,They" procee;c:ed"jto"iiH2:j§
vestigate the regular ami incessantTnolsejl
and;to;their relief found :Jt w^fronaiailnear-by gutter, which had become chbke^f

\u25a0}S -^avi?» rained a-lev- hours ;;be£oc^ :.j'tijo|
constant dripping in

'
the suUerZxnatleTtiai

unusual sound. \u25a0_ .;; :\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0'./ :. --r: -
-/ .\u25a0"",- \u25a0;..-rv^s?^Bl

v; The trial ofStephen Dapiisr/whoistandfl
charged with the.murder 6£ old >MrTtPete&|Jones, near Buffalo;:"Lithia,Springs*' witt§'
;besin;on Tuesday oZ necc t \weekv;iiunderil
.stand ;- the-- Commonwealth has .rccentljrf
discovered ne v.* ;erfdenee," whlch'^ts Sve-yf
:damagins^to Uhe \u25a0prisoner.S:Rtptlst:As tnQwlconhned jathe Pstersbiirs jail.^l^h^hasfj
;ever secured 'counsel;Ihave neverlieur^c'd^oi'.it. .
T^sWi^tonycityVHwhere he goes^tolatiS
jtend ;thocmeetins offthe^lfnperlsil \Cpunctil
i^i^rfners:.-.which1convenes ion^MSnaayS
;^vejife3;^lr.^el!s:is'a::momberi6^Ac£Sl\u0084Temple;Fof, Richmond; antl-isSmosrical^iOusvMason. \u25a0.'

~ ' ~ •
-\u25a0 ?«vSg

AVoollen-Millst;ifum'ei!. '"-M^MI^^RlgTOlitT^^Ma^l^silc^yHj
corahuarion^SIflesUpyedithejDoe^v^^oHea^MiU^atel

plclin«na 1baa -r'arrlvedJ tn/'l^~a<tonK|ini¥vi

(ireat, Crowd V/itneHsed Last IVight's
I'is.rnde— Closing

'
Scene*,"* •

Tho last day the fair-was ushered
in with,great shaets of rain, which came
down .almost continuously- during1 the
morning hours.; Towards noon .the skies'
became- brighter, and thw sun was shin-ing: during; -..tha greater part of the"
afternoon.. ..:."Clouds again- scurried above
jttie city as afternoon was- merging .into

•evening. -':; The threatened . downpour,
however, failed to materialize, and en-
couraged the people to assembly for the

•final•''event' <->l" the ctifhival—the review
pageant of-the King, which took place
last night on Broad street.,

An immense crowd witnessed -the .pa-
rade." All

''
along; the • aveiiueT [people*

thronged the sidewalks and "gathered in
great groups in 'the street. The parade
was an hour late. in starting-. .The, head
of the procession appeared' on.'west Broo.d
at 0 o'clock. Passing- down the street,'
the procession turned after disappearing

the Tenth-street arch, and came
back-up the street before disbanding. :

WHO PARTICIPATED.
'

The composition; of the procession-- is
shown in tho following order in which it
moved: .-.

"
»

-
Knights of the Golden Horse-ihoe.
King of the carnival, drawn by four

white horses. .;. .
Group of officers of the association rid-

ing camels.
" .. \u25a0

"
\u25a0 -'

Junior Order of United ;American Me-
chanics, with two floats and -he Citizens'
and Blues', -bands. .:

Group of Uniform. Rank, Knights
of Pythias," followed by

-
the Knightsiof.

Pythias float, v \u25a0 . ' . :
• '.."

":'-;,;;
Royal Arcanum float.
The absence of the Fairyland floats was

quickly noted by-the .spectators, -who had
seen the handsome creations ;n;n Tuesday-
night'sJ parade. At the .'last- moment, it
was found impossible to set them, in
shape for the parade. They had been ex-
posed to "-the rain:o£ two days, and con-
siderably worsted.

THE FRATERNAL. ORDERS..:,-;

The feature of ;iast night's procession
was the part taken by the Junior Order
of United American "-Mechanics; the
Pythians, and the Royal Arcanum. This
portion -.of the parade, was under the'.Qi-
rection ofllr. Davis Bottom, chief mar-
shal, whose aides were Messrs. A. C. Isel- <
sen., from No. 12 .Council, chief-of-staff;;
J. G. Pe'arman, No. 1; W. -A. Stack, No. .'\u25a0
7; E. B. Wharton. No. 12; J.--T. L..Wood- \son. No. U: E." W. aiiller, No.'- 57;,-S. »"Ar:;
Coleman. No. 25, and C. A. Kill,No. 40. |
The following councils we're represented |
in the Juniors* procession, taking 'pre-i
cedence' in the order named: Rescue]
Council, No." I,'•_\u25a0 B. G. Garner, :marshal, I
155 men: Jefferson Council,. No. .57,'. J.J."!
Davis, marshal, 30 ;men; Patrick; Henry, j
No. 12. .O. C. -Markham, marshal, 150 men;j
A. W: Glenn. No. "7, R.-.7. Carleton, mar-
shal. 120. men;"Grove, No. 40, C. A.-lIIUI,i
marshal. 75/ men; Goodwill, No. 2G,,J. R.:j
Jewell, marshal. G5 men; Aurora, No.V2S, ;
T. J." Dance, marshal, 125 "men; R. E.i
Lee, No. 11. A:L. Jones, marshal, 50 men. i

The Juniors; marched in - column rof!
fours, the colors— red, white," and blue—i
alternating down the line. Several Araer-!
ican . iiass 'were carried : by the |
marchers: Two floats in. the Juniors' :
ranks represented? the progress, of popu-!
lar':education v in this country, which -isI
one:of

-
the 'things for which the. orderI

stands. The first float. pictured:"a log-•
cabin school- ofithe.old days; the second, \u25a0

a: modern: brick school-house, -with the j
inscription. "Public" \u25a0" Freed brnT over, the i
door.- and the «national colors alor.~ tha j
eaves. • ; - -• --: •

\u25a0 -.
- . \u25a0'

"

. \u25a0 '-\-
KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS. .

'

\u25a0

.;The 'Pythians' float .was a sreat cano- i
pied' stage, 'with nine column supports, '\u25a0
wrapped- about the colors—blue, :
red. .and yellow./ The national 1 colors i
were also in;evidence.- Conspicuous figures'
in;- :the; fioa1; were the traditional!
goat—a real, live;William, with ;a patri-^
archal beard— and :Pluto, robed; in the \
devil's ;red."'. \u25a0A:;-groun , of': 7

including, one. of the -degree .teams, rodein;..the \u25a0 float,- which;
'
represented' \u25a0; nine

rßich'mond lodges, and the new llancheV-
•;te'rJlotlße. " _ -
5
:;.\u25a0 "^THE;ROYAL.-ARCANUM. \ .':: -\u25a0;,\

-\u25a0The'RoyailA.rcanuni had a splendid float
in line., A\ large white:arch -.constituted;
ithe;::principal Conspicti--
'_ou3ly.~"displayed sHowirig 'the \
strength of the."orders-membership." 200^000;-
'reserve fund; '..'\u25a0 ? Sl

:,soo,oo& A erouji -\u25a0'- o?ladies; and --the ;-Koyal:
;Arcanum^flqat.^-Mrs^>PranklinvTi;rfDlcfc^' !

inson; in,-pure'.\u25a0white1'.iwrfs seated uiul«r-the-pretty arjh.%" Mrs^ Irwin\U;:si:ther-^
Jland.-was ;surrounded -by/;the lit-i;'tlol>MlsseVjN>llie;^itartha.-:and^lJnwood?
-'uth'erlarid.v: arid vM:isters -BfU^o'and -.Willie Dabney.

;appearance ;7off;proralnent;sC:irhival'om;
jcereVri4inff-.v;-c^

eye!\^with.'ia.? Turkish-fes.^ .mailc ;"at^ub
iS°M9f"tHeJacsert}^A.tthis; side; >hi:hipfn^
\u25a0hiai£cli: ? to:lcok';c!i2alzed;' ::rda2iiir.:":Harry.

THE DUTY OF DEMOCRATS.

Chairman Kllyson's Stirring Words
n« to I'arty Duty.

To ihe Editor of the Dispatch.

The Democratic State Convention at
Norfolk,. representing the sentiment of
an overwhelming .majority of the Demo-
crats of Virginia, has made the consti-
tutional convention question a parts*
issue, to be supported as such by all loyal
Democrats by their vote, at the polls on
next Thursday, May 24th. Iam firmly
persuaded that the highest interest of
our party, and hence the best -welfare
of the Commonwealth, will be promoted
"by the adoption of anew Constitution. The
Democrats of every other Southern State
have pone ahead ,or us. jn consiitational-
reyision. and have long since replaced
The carpet constitutions put on them
thirty years ago with constitutions of
tbeir own - making. The Democrats ofVirginia will. 1 am sure, fan jjnnon to une
with their southern brethren. While we
suffered less than they did from carpet-
bag ruie during reconstruction times, wehave, in the end. suffered more. They
abolished," the system of State and county
government instituted by the earnet-
taggers ihc instant they regained power,
\u25a0while we have gone on suffering it and
straining every means to find money topay for it for a whole generation. But,
however tardy we may have been in
making the change, the necessity for it
at^this time is imperative. The financial
obligations which Virginia, has assumed
are about to be ncreased In weight. The
alternative is reduction in the cost of
government or increased taxation. The
Democrats of the Srate bear the burden
of :he taxation, and are responsible for
Virginia's credit. They are detei-mined
that, come what may.' there shall be no
impairment of Virginia's credit. They
will enforce this determination by the
adoption, of a Constitution giving us a
system of State and county government
co economical as to make the credit of
Jhe State forever safe. A. new Constitu-
tion will give, us a better system of State
and county government, a -better system
of schools, and yet lighter our taxation.

The greatest] of all questions to be con-
sidered by the convention is that of negro
suffrage. We must, grapple with, asdeliminate, this question from our poli-
tics, or itwill in a *hort time overwhelm
and destroy -us. A new Constitution will
give us some relief from the presence
«f 'he mass of illiteracy in our franchise,rae blunder of making voters of a mass- Ignorant slaves by the instantaneous
stroke of a pen has long been discoveredfind depiored at the Xorth. The remedy
ior it adopted by the Southern States whowore the sufferers by the blunder
\l ?hm.ination. It is the first step, and
"ie only step, now in sight in the South
ior the solution of the negro question.
-M> while Democrat of Virginia needs any
«nnjnX-nt in favor of a Constitution toProduce this reform of an evil fromwhich every wh:t.-> man in the South hassuffered. The Democrats of Virginianave_ never been lar.gard in loyalty tome fair credit of our State, nor in loyalty<" «ie white race. These two are in-
C'"* °? }he banner wh!eh the party«-> nitc-a for us to follow and support
M May 24th: The oblation to vote for
n
'*

COnvtnxion -is as binding upon everyDemocrat of the- State as is ih*> duty-
!,' "P^021 the electoral ticket named att-e Norfolk convention. Let us. then all
-it the polls in time next Thursday"'

-"« Mother State a new birth and a new!tt«u gioriotiß carper: j
X TAYLOR ELL.YSOX

_^
Chairman.

"WE MCST HAVE .1 CII.URK."

Governor T> l<-r IVkos <Uc Xecessity \for >.'e%v Constitution. j
To tho Editor of the Dispatch: !
'I think the necessity for changing the

Present Constitution so jjreat, and my )
Royalty to my party is such, that 1willgo
lVl**;***'t0 jP«laski to vote for it. Theof Democrats is clear.« the tax-payers of Virginia do not!••^.o up io the necessity for seir-protcc-
w',f?ia ri<3 lhewse3ves of the present

•'-^.tcus Constitution, they may expect
J.av« their property confiscated, as.vJs:norv gradually being done.

h,f er>
'

man should be aroused to do his
w >2 VOte for a eonven-•lo". must have a change.

J. UQGIS TYU7R.
«^ . .

STS.VATOH ifAXlIShi {
w'l«y He Urjre* Our INtoide to Call a

Convention.
- !

United States Senate, j
Washington. D. C. May IC, lOtt.: .

J« the Editor of tlie Disj>atch:
-'his is the busiest season: In.Congress, \v-
Jiich is pressing, forward tlie measures •

jt a view: io adjournment' J•~tijm June. Icannot Jeave. as matters;o«*ly:;aftectl«:xhe State and

Lot Its AVillIteOlieycdandUic Con-
vention :.Orilcre(l.

House of Representatives,
.Washington. D. C, May 16/1900.

To the Kditor of the IDispatch: '

Iam heartily in favor of a constitu- ;

Uonal convention, and regret that the
timo is so short ir. which to present this
important matter to the voters.

The, reasons, for the change are appa-
rent. While respecting' the opinions of
those who. oppose 'the., change; and recog-
nizing .tho . <]iflicu!tk-s att-jiwiln.qr/-\u25a0 every ;

transition period. Ifeel confident that the i
benefits to be obtained will;far '•outweigh
thY inconveniences. :ind / dangers:"appre-
hended by some. The pehiberatic narty I
has spoken through; the^NorfoikTeonveii-
tion.:The \u25a0'. Democrats, .otv Virginia are
loyal, and willrespond to.the -'call, of duty.
•'.Let-, their trusted -rservanis and :leaders :
oj opinion: speak." frankly,land-urge: them

;:(O.VTWUEB OS PAGETAVO.)


