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t‘niaxmond {obacco business,
< Qepartment has been prosperous
# Suring the past year.
¢ Sure, though slow, Drogress has been
made in every phase of the great weed
Neiivity—advancement on & safe and sub-
stantial basis. If one word was asked
‘for wmthich would best express the condi-
tion ofthe Richmond business for %0,
“wisplidarity™ could very safely be given.
Not a word of complaint as to ihe

T year's results is on any lip. That is an
| lexcolient sign. The tobacco man of Rich-
tnond has leazrned now that, 1o succeed
wnder prasent conditions, he must -bct a
‘hustier, but he goes about his business ;1)-

@4y with a proud, firm sted. and a smile
of complacency and satistaction UPOR his
lips. The future, too, IS faced with 2
Saith. strong hope. But one faflure mars

%o history of a year's work in one of ﬂ;le
. smost fmportant and far-reaching of I_'-k']j

Shond’s activities. That is 2 remarkably
“gine thing to be able 1o sav. Yet it is ‘-A“’;.”
i #ma that faflure was not due to condl-
ii6as o which the year gave rise. But
iwo tobacconists in Richmond have been
Zulled from their posts by death during
the last year. In 133 several well-known
and infinentizl members of the trade were
® cummoned from the mart to 2 greater
| Court. Happy, indeed. the circumstancs

" that the sobacco history for Richmond in

3900 contains so few obituaries. ¢

“On the other hand, new firms hft\‘e
shrung up. Some old frms have dissolved,
and out of them several have been form-
<d, glving ris2 to increased competition,

- the great <timulus, and one of the greatest
| gnoentives to business activiey the world
| - affairs can show. Every new dealer 1s
. fhe indirect circumstance that increases
. the farmer’s bank account.

. PROGRESS IN LEAF AND PLUG.
¥ 7The greatest progress of the year has
i Meen made in the export, in both leaf and
niug departments. New exporters in leaf
Jwve sprang up. Old factories have Leen
yented by nmew concerns, and 0l1d concerns
* save built for themselves New and more
\ eommodious factoriese The plug-makers
have dene o great business. The closing
. gnonths of the year saw & rush in export
% ‘strade probably never equalled in Rich-
~imond. A new tariff iaw about to become

ieffective In Australia explains partially
{this. The great export business of all
“the vear is more or less jndebted to the
fwvars in the Philippines, in China, and
: imarlicularly in South Africa, where 1}1‘ou-
" ysands and thousands of pounds of Rich-
_anond meade plug have gone.

“The bright and dark loose markets have

- 1aon satisfactory. The same can T said

- of the private saie of tobacco—so much,
i speaking generally. Now. as to the va-
 rious departments of the trade.

i THE SUN-CURED TRADE.

 The sun-cured trade of last summer was
excellent. Since 1866 the volume of the
business has increased steadily.

g This tobacco is sold on the Tobacco Ex-
°  ghange in Shockoe Slip during June, July,

- August, and September. Samples are dis-

played upon the ’Change tables, to the
buvers. Among those who =ell on 'Change
@re chiefly these: Stonewall Warehouse,
George A. Haynes, proprietor; Shelburne’s
Warehouse, Silas Shelburne & Co., pro-
prietors; W. B. Palmer & Co.; Shockoe
Warchouse, Richmond Warehouse <Com-
pany, proprietors.

In 1895 the number of packages sold on
Toxchange was 2,556; in 1897, 3,582; in 1895,
4778, and in 1899 and 1900 something over
5.000. The supply of Virginia sun-cured
is mever equal to the demand for TLEEA
Twright future lics before it.

“* “Private sales have been equally aslarge,
_4f not Jarger, than in 1899. But it is simply
' $mpossible to give with accuracy the

number of hogshzads sold. This state-
ment Is explained by another to the ef-
fect that several successfui commission
smerchants will not make a report of their
. gales for publication. It is estimated that
the private sales for 1900 swill aggregate
20,000, egainst 19,000 in 18%) Smokers, leaf
. (dark), lugs (dark), wrappers, fillers, cut-

. ters, and stems are the leading grades

- sold,

5 The jobbing business has been gratify-

- ing.  No jobbers have failed during the
‘wear. The people have more money than
in former vears, and they will have their
smoke and chew when the coin is in the
. pocket.

YBAR WITH THE MANUFACTURERS.

The manufacturers of Richmond have
nothing to complain of. They still have
the naval contracts, and their other or-
ders have kept every factory in the city
running at full blast. No change in the
,owm_e;jship or control of the factories has
ocourred. The numerous reports of the
purchase and consolidation of the various
. export faotories of the city have all
fa.ﬂed to materialize.  In the mean time,
prosperity has had full sway.

“he independent factories have done
‘wrel]’ particularly, the export ones hav-
4ng. been unusually successful. Several
“ have moved into new factories and larger
quarters, among them T. T. Mayo and C.
AV. Spicer & Sops. The volume of busi-
‘mess. has increased, making profits be-
yond former years,

{‘The export trade covers a wider foreign
mrea than ever, and Richmond produced
lug stands high and firm in all coun-
xries of the ecarth; its composition and
feeping qualitics are excellents
“Tha cheroot and all-tobacce cigarette
Husiness has grown ,rapidly, with good
© yay to female labor especially, and the

. Jeemand for that labor grows continually.
> .One new factory for making all-tobacco
;i:héroots has recently opened in Danville,
fswhich would almost certainly have been
ocated here If operatives could have

en secured.

‘Richmond manufacturers are consuming
wear more tobacco grown in the
Awest and North and Northwest, such as
“surlevs and cigar tobaccos.

““The forcign and regie orders for leaf
jbzcco were favorable to the old crops
4898, Planters profited by it
? §s inferior, and yet, com-
Dined with a shortage, has made prices
’ grades high enough to satisfy the
in finer averages for his crop of

this soction.
. THE DARK LOOSE MARKET,
he warehouses which sell dark lcose
‘$obacco are Crenshaw’s, Shockoe, Stone-
“orall, and Shelburne’s.
‘sales on these breaks for the year
1500 aggregate 9,474,008 pounds. Sales for
the foyr years preceding are as follows:
£ %99, ‘7.313378 pounds; 1898, 4,907,032 pounds;
%47, 554,978 pounds; 1896, 4,111,432 pounds.
The counties which send dark loose t0-
Ypaecs  to- Richmond are  Chesterfield,
., Buckirgham, Cumberland, Flu-
Goochland, ilanover, Louisa, Hen-
New kent, King Willilam,
ing 6 (the latter three
es produce very little).
average price for dark loose’ to-
i{s ostimated at $. Putting the
At 7,500,000 pounds, the wvolume of
ess done is $350,000, ;
¢ ¢ mow in Richmond a French,
Austrian, and Spanish order in
and other Virginia dark markets to
‘grades of our dark 1obacco. There

Enliu;e Demand for

in

Jana falr aavance of all old ‘gra

{1 home 1t will

leaf of shipping stock, are for the same
roason more confident of better prices
abroad fon what they have shipped.-The
British markets are holding out well in
prices. on' our export brights: and"darks,
but stocks there are sull’ large enough
to keep down any fancy prices, and yet
aro sufficiently high and firm to make
tha shipper feel comfortable.: -
RECEIPTS AND DELIVERIES.
The storage warehouses of the city re-
port the following total receipts and de-
Bveries for each year up to September
30th last for the past fifteen yearsi

REPORT FOR DECEMBER.
The following is the inspector’s report

for December: . %
Hhds. Tes.

Receipts for month ending De-
cember 31, 1800......... oAl es ee . 018 17

PDeliveries for month ending De-

cember 31, 1900 sececerecccancsces 963 42
Hhds. Tes.
Receipts for three months end-
ing December 31, 1800.......... 3,097 242
Deliveries for three months
ending December 31, 180..... 4543 07T
Hhds. Tes

Stocks on hand December 31,

1900, of inspected tobacco..... 4,895 1,023
Stocks on hand December 81,

1900, of uninspected tobacco.. 6,085 17
Total stock on hand December

31, 1900 eeeeeennneee R aosesbasayy 10,980 1,040
Total stock on hand December

31, 1899 .ececeeacennesneeasonanes ...10,819 1,481
Total stock on hand December

31, 183 ae.es.12,916
Total stock on hand December

31, 1897 S R e 130T 40

Pounds.

Loose tobacco received month end-

ing December 31, 1900..... ceensecesa-1,004,160
Loose tobacco received three

months ending December 31, 1900..1,994,138

501

—ads. Tes.
Inspections for month ending
December 31, 1900......ceeenennn 244 12
Reinspections for month enaging
December 31, 1900 .cciaeoccaaenes 38 [

Total sampling for month

ending December 31, 1900.. 282 18
Hhds. Tcs.

Inspections for last three
MONINS ceveenecnccee sesceceases .. 1,452 566

Reinspections for last three
325 2

Total sampling for last three
SRR 593

months .ceeeeecee-s
THE CHANGES
following deaths among tobacco

The
people have occurred during the past
year:
Jl\Ir. E. T. Crump, former president

.OF A YEAR.

of the Richmond Tobacco Trade, has gone
out of the business, andds now the mana-
ger of the Petershurg snuff-factory.

Mr. J. D. Neal, Jr., formerly with the
Shelburne Warehouse, is now in the in-
surance business.

Mr. Milton Cayce, formerly 2 well-
known and much-esteemed buyer on the
market, passed away early in the sum-
mer. He was not connected with the
trdae at the time of his death.

Mr. Norvell Ryland, of Carter & Ry-
land, one of the most honored members
of the craft, died early in the past year.

Mr.) John A. Aosby, for many years
and almost till his death a member of the

by his former associates. He died in Sep-
tember last.

THE DREWRY-HUGHES COMPANY.

ety
Completes Its Sixtieth Year With
the Largest Business in Its
X History.

In point of seniority, as well as repu-
tation for straightforwardness, honesty,
and enterprise, the Drewry-Hughes Com-
pany, wholeszals dry-goods and notions,
is entitled to a proud place in the busi-
ness annals of Richmond. Its origin
dates back to 1840, when it was founded
by the firm of Londons, Willingham &
Drewry, the present head of the house,
Major Clay Drewry, being a brother to
the last named founder. Later, the
firm name became Ellett & Drewry, then
A. L. Ellett & Co., Drewry & Co., and
Drewry, Hughes & Co. The present com-
pany was chartered in June, 1897, since
which date the organization has been
as follows: Clay Drewry, president;
John C. Freeman, vice-president and
treasurer; W. A. Willlams, secretary.
Directors, the foregoing and S. B.
Hughes, Joseph B. Beasley, A. H.
Drewry, Jr., and Joseph H. Estes.

We think it goes without saying that a
house which can for sixty years not qnly
survive the mutations of time, circum-
stances, and population, but push steadily
ahead, needs none td~sing its praises.
Such a record necessarily shows true
worth, for there is no sentiment in busi-
ness, and merit alone receives recogni-
tion. The past shows that the concern
was born, bred, and nurtured in honest
and thrifty principles, and the present
shows that it -continues to please its
patrons and commands their confidence,
for the business in 1900 was the largest
in the history of the house. To accom-
plish this it has to conduct its business
with the utmost .prudence and fore-
thought. No house can be found that is
more careful.in protecting the interest
of its patrons.. Every article in its vast
stock of dry goods and notions is selected
with special reference to meeting the re-
quirem=nts of the trade of the South
Atlantic States, which territory is served
by a large corps of travelling salesmen,
each of whom carries with him a wagon-
load of samples. From this miniature
stock buyers may select with as much
satisfaction as they could from the stock
in the house in Richmond. To con-
duzy such a business successfully neces-
sitates not only great laber in the man-
agement of innumerable details, but re-
quires extensive and skilled experience
fn buying the goods handled. Their
buyer .in the dry goods department is
Major Clay Drewry, who is now closing
his. twenty-eighth year uas senlor buyer,
to say nothing of his work of, prepara-
tion between 1857 (when he entered the
house) and 1873, when placed in this im-
portant position. Mr. Estes, though still
quite a young man, has had twenty-five
years' .experience as sole buyer in the
notion department. Mr. Freeman, who
is completing his twentieth year with the
house, 1s general manager.

The present gquarters of the company,
at Nos. 1012 and 1014 east Cary street, is
one of the largest business properties in
the city, but even this is inadequate: for
the purposes of the enterprise. <Con-
stantly increasing patronuge in the last
few years has compelled the company to
purchase & new home, and in a few
months  the present establishment: will
move into the warehouse a few . paces
below Cary and Fourteenth street. ' The
change will be made in time to handle
the fall trade o3 1501 from' the new
house. None but persons familiar' with
the vast stock can appreciate the mag-
nitude of such a move. The representa-
tive of the Dispatch, who visited  the
concern somé weeks ago, found pleasure
and’ surprise in inspecting the ‘huge "as-
sortments of goods on the various:floors
of the big building, and was amazed to-
see the enterprise necessary-for the con-'
duet of such ‘a business. 15

{"When the . company goes into its .‘ngw’

“The export leaf men in darks, while
disappointed in the' short and inferiorjc

Recolpts. Deliveries..
)2 Tcs. and. Tes. and
i Hhds. Bxs. Hhds. Bxs.
1000 aeseoe -eeees2h,8420 2,821 24,651, 3,262
1899 .....o ©4719 3518 26813 2538
1898 .....e 5 24933 28,028 2,665
1887 ceeeen 2521 - 22462 2,28
1896 <eeeee mee 2447 21,733 2,348
IR wreece mosesslD, 8 1,684 28,828 2,48
1894 c.eeee 28,823 3,215 29,116, 3,262
1893 ciieem o .28, 2,951 58" 2,707
JRUZ oonear eeeees34,188 4566 30,819 4240
YRY TR 3L 6,2 31,691 5,082
1800 oo..se weeses36,571 4,383 32588 4,656
1SS0 Liiee eeesesdh107 4440 39,835 4,807
1588 Cioice sewsss3L912 4315 32,210 5,270
IS8T iiies eewee.40386 6,929 37371 6,429
IS oioee meee-42,ST2 7,013 35,411 5,649
TOTAL SAMPLING.

Hhds. Tecs.

Year ending December 31, 1900..21,862 4,073
Year ending December 31, 1853—20,054¢ 4.789
Year ending December 31, 1898..21,388 3,80z
Year ending December 31, 1897..23,268 3,835
Year ending December 31 1895..26,662 2,797

trade, is tenderly cherished in memory,

A No'mmmn .‘m:';'m‘g;“'_‘mgp 18 com-
{ rLETED; OTHERS nxmm. }\‘mf.‘*
PROJECTED FOR TER NEW YRIR.

Completion of the S. A. L System—

" Development- of the Ship-Building

New Passenger Station.

The year 1900 in Richmond witnessed
the completion of work on several mo-
table enterprises, while . great progress
was made in other industrial
takings of large magnitude.”  Very. im-
portant projects were launched during;
the year, and will give employment to
workmen during the first cycle of the

twentieth century. :

- Greatest public Interest of the year
centered in the completion of the Rich-
mond, Petersburg and Carolina railway,
which opens up a direct route for Rich-
mond to Tampa. This event in the his-
tory of the Greater Seaboard Air-Line,
occurring June 2d, was commemorated.in
a manner befitting its significance.

Splendid progress has been made in
the Chesapeake and Ohio viaduct work.
The immensity of this ‘undertaking can
be appreciated only after one has visited
the water-front and observed with his
own  eyes the spectacle of giant indus-
try that rises from the rock-ribbed
James. An expenditure of $2,500,000 to
34,000,000 to complete. this work glves an
idea of its magnitude. = The new year,
it is confidently expected, will see the
viaducts finished and cars rushing over
the tracks, above the water, and in and
out among the bridges of the vicinity.

SHIP-YARDS ENLARGED.

A little lower down the river, a won-
derful transformation has been wrought.
The W. R. Trigg Ship-Building Company,
meeting with generous encouragement
from the very inception of the ship-
vard industry here, has enlarged its fa-
cilities and’ improved its property. This
was made possible by the acquirement of
two-thirds of Justis ‘Island,” after the
city: had purchased the whole of that
sand bar.

Several boats were launched during the
year, and the first Virginia-built vessel
to go to the Dark Continent was packed
up and shipped away to Africa in the
summer. The Samuel L. Lapsley now
plies the Congo, carring the Gospel to
the heathen of that benighted land..
ELECTRIC PLANTS AND CONDUITS.

The end of the century witnessed rapid
progress on the Virginia Electrical Rail-
way and Development Company’s power-
house and canal. The company, during
the: vear, gridironed the city with con-
duits and cables, and when, in a short
time,-the power-house is ready, the com-
pany will be prepared to furnish electric
power and light in unlimited quanuty
throughout the city.

Early in the fall the Southern’s new
passenger station, at the foot of Four-
teenth street, was opened. It is com-
modious and imposing, and a structural
ornament to that portion of the city.

Work is now geoing forward on the
Chesapeake and Ohio-Seaboard Air-Line
passenger station. Immense concrete
pedestals dot a considerable area in the
vicinity of Seventeenth and Franklin
streets. Work on the superstructure
will be prosecuted without, cessation dur-
ing this year. When completed the
union station will be one of the hand-
somest in the South.

ON OLD EXCHANGE SITE.

Not far away from the site of the
Chesapeake and Ohio-Seaboard station,
workmen are hurrying forward an im-
mense warebouse on the site of the old
Exchange Hotel, which will be occupied
by M. Cohen & Co. as a wholesale dry-
goods emporium.

The American Tobacco Company’s
storage warehouse—one of the largest in
the country—was finished and occupied
during the year.

PROJECTED FOR NEW YEAR.

Among the large enterprises projeeted
in 1900 are these: The Charlotte Williams
Hospital; Murphy’s Hotel annex; a new
opera-house in the vicinity of the Jef-
ferson, the Mechanics’ Institute, Grove-
Avenue Baptist church, to replace the
burned structure. :

The’' Mutual Assurance Soclety’s ac-—
quirement of a row of buildings at Ninth
and Main was one of the’ most import-
ant developments of the year, when it
is taken in connection with the purpose
of the company to erect an immense
office building. This, however, will not
be done until some late day. Leases of
buildings now occupying the site will
not expire, some of them for a consider-
able period.

The Virginia and North Carolina
Wheel-Works will rebuild a. large plant
on the site of its old establishment, de-
stroyed by fire during the past year.

These are a few of the noteworthy de-
velopments of the year in the building

and constructive industries.
; - :
RAIN HANDICAPPED THEM..
il L

Justice John’s Old Patrons Couldn’t
Get in Much Work Sunday.,
Justice John had quite a long docket
in the Police Court yesterday morning,
but not so large as it would have been
had not Sunday been such a rainy day.
The weather seriously handicappéd the
old patrons of the Court in their usual
operations, which finally land them Dbe-

fore his Honor’s bench.

James Wilkins, a negro -man, used a
brick on B. J. Shocket. He was fined
$2.50 and the costs.

I.ewis Robinson, a colored man, em-
ploved his valuable time Sunday in shying
rocks at the house of Fannie Harris. He
was fined $10 and the costs.

1. ©. Beasley was a vagrant. He was
sent to the rock-pile for thirty days.

Martin Anderson was the next prisoner.
He was charged with being drunk and
interfering with Policeman Robinson in
the aischarge of his duty. Officer Robin-
son asked that only the charge of drunk-
enness he allowed to remain to Ander-
son’s credit. This was done, and the ac-
cused was fined Sl

Pat Wood was up for breaking the
door of Lizzie Brannan.

Ellen MecGriffin - was  charged with
striking Fannie McGriilin.. The  diffi-

culty was settled in_Justice Crutchfield’'s
private office, the defendant’s paying the
costs.

Nathan Smith, a colored man, was up
for being a suspicious character. He
was able to give 2 good acocunt of him-
self and was allowed to go free.

Fred. Smith (colored) was occupied du-
ring Sunday with cursing Elenora Hope
and calling her bad names. He was re-
quired to give security in $100 for sixty
days., He did not meet the requireinent
and went to jail.

Beulah Burke, a colored girl, was ‘up
for shooting Alexander Riley, also color-
ed. The woman was fined $10 and the
costs.

The remgining cases were net impor-
tant. \ ;

"INCREASED REVEN Uil RECKIPTS,

The  Collections Last *Year Ruch
Greater Than in 1899. :

The total internnl~revenue_"c‘ollections for
the Second District of Virginia for: 1800
amount to $3,790,601.561.  This shows the re-
markable increase of $207,751.09. !
The great increase was' in collection
on. clgars, at $.60, ‘which amounted :to
$136,816.09. . The collections on' cigarettes,
at $1.50, show. an increase of $68.92. = - o
The only: decrease, save in ‘exports of

tobacco, at 12c,, amounting to $73,879.38.
“The table below shows tho amount col-

: enjoy gre&ﬂy “‘fner
facilities for still further ‘expansion, and
the Dispatch is glad to  belleve that in
his department of ‘ trade Richmond {5
o meeti all-‘competitors’ and

fully protect its patronm

s&1

< -Many ftho_imand'fdollars“;é.f brought to

‘Richmond each' year by local insurance

companies, and many thousands are sent:
i zﬁgnelgn‘ ompanies,

Iminntrr-—Wox;k on the River Kront.:

under- |

tobacco,  cigars, and. cigarettes, was .on:

-
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His Great Success at Upholstering
and Furniture-llepiliring.

The establishment of Jacob Umlauf, No.
705 west Main (new ’phone 1749), is a
familiar one to every housekeeper and
matron. Mr. Umlauf makes a speciaity
of TUpholstering, Mattress-Making, Fur-
niture Repairing, and Packing. His busi-
ness has increased from a comparatively
small beginning to large proportions. The
success of the house lies in the excellence
of the work it does and in the artistic
taste displayed by the proprietor.
<z 1

The S. Galeski Optical Compuany.

The S. Galeski Optical Company, which
has a suite of handsomely furnished
offices on the southeast corner of Ninth
and Main streets, is one of those business
institutions which believe in expansion.
Since its organization, fourteen years
ago, by Dr. Galeski, the head of the
present establishment, it has established
branch offices at No. 22 Lexington street,
Baltimore, Md., and No. 58 north Eighth
street, Philadelphia. These triple en-
terprises, which have their main- offices
here, do a flourishing trade. They carry
an immeénse stock of Eyve-Glasses, Spec-
tacles, and general Optical Wares, and
are thoroughly equipped with improved
apparatus to handle the volume of busi-
ness entrusted to them. The house here,
which, by the way, is the largest of its
kind in the South, has a large corps cof
efficient employees, who bestow upon
their work that ingenuity and skill which
is ‘'so requisite in this ‘unique line of
business. 5 :

Thousands of dollars are required for
the capitalization  of such: an Institu-
tion, as the S. Galeski Company, whose
stock must meet the individual needs
and requirements of a host of patrons.
But it is the hboast of the institution
that it is always prepared to accommo-
date its customers, whatever may be
their wants in the'optical line. :

Mr. Galeski, the head of the enterprise,

Bank, of this city, S
The Wholesale Department. of the com-

pany.

g practical opticlan.

'(fyo Lare
~home people and home institutions,. you

| Trd

| Island.”

‘| about the beginning of the century.

is ‘also. the founder and Supreme Secre-
tary of the American Guild. “'He lke-'
wise president of ‘the Provident Savings

is in-charge of Mr. B. R. Tucker,

u ars a home body, in favor of |

The. fsland recently purchased by the

Justis, finds a paratiel in that which the

| reminiscent so facetiously describes. May.

the| Triggs’ island. be  so  buttressed
with pile’ and
fate;

“The eastern end

of this shaded walk,”

‘| continues our/ venerable helpmate, Yter-
minated {n a high and steep cliff over- |

hanging. the river which washed its base.
at high-water, but at low-tide admitted
of a narrow walk on the sands. On the
occasion: of a severe ice freshet once, a
great deposit of drift ‘wood, soil, and
‘sand formed a small island some hundred
feet from this cliff. ' Al German, named
_Widewilt, procured a land warrant and
located it on this mew-found land, and,
to secure it against becoming a floating
ls}and, he drove stakes all ’round his
slippery domain and .wattled them 'so
that future freshets might add further
deposits; and thus Widewilt’s Island be-
came a possession of some value as a
fishery and a sz2nd mart. The island re-
mained above water ‘longer than its
founder did above ground; but a similar
accident to that which formed the island
recurred, and destroyed the work of its
predecessor.  An' ice freshet consolidated
the river, and so obstructed the current
that the ice borne over the falls con-
tined to accumulate in height until it
rose to the level of Mayo’s bridge. An
unfrozen current flowed underneath, but
was npt visible for -many miles. .The
immense mass of ice slowly disappeared,
and with it disappeared Widewilt's

THR CLIFF HAS BEEN LEVELLED.
The long cliff, whose grassy surface af-
forded a pleasant promenade to the belles
and beaux of a century ago, has, since
Mr. Mordecai’s day, given further ground
to the unromantic excavator. It has
been pared by pick and spade down to
the level of east Cary street, some
twenty feet or more, and back from its
old base upwards of a hundred feet.

Elderly gentlemen will remember its
aspect fifty or sixty years-ago; its deep
caves dug into the blue moulding sand
by romantic lads; its thousands of holes,
in the uppermost bed of brick earth, into
,which crowds of bank swallows entered
as of right.

As Cary street, below Nineteenth, was
in the air, the only passage into Rich-
mond from below was by the main road,
which came to be called the Main street.
This - chief thoroughfare was rugged
enough' in places, and shaky, too, if we
may believe our valued reminiscent ang
his supporting contemporaries. The tak-
ing ca:tch I give below from memory was
sung in jaunty style Iong years ago, on
the old boards of the Marshalk Theatre,
by one Bob Farrell, who, with our people,
was as great a favorite in low comedy as
Junius Brutus Booth was in high trag-
edy. Farrell was one of Preston’s Stock
Company, who had become so well ac-
quainted with the local traditions of the
town as to need no cue in acting his part.
Samuel Mordecai had not then appeared
as a reminiscent in print, but critical
eyes, if a little old, saw the picture was
faithfully drawn, and gave the actor their
hearty plaudits:

“When this Main street was covered with
brambles,

Hedges and ditches, and ponds of water;

0O, notw it is nothing but bricks and mor-
ar,

Sing peigh! sing ho! we can but grieve,
SIT,

Tor the good old days of Adam and Eve,
sir.””

WHEN THE CENTURY BEGAN.

In sober prose, Richmond’s best histo-
rian thus recounts his recollection of the
condition of our Main street about the be-
ginning of the nineteenth century,

“Main street was not a smooth road to
travel, either on horseback or on foot.
No portion of the carriageway was paved,
and the sidewalks only here and there,
and with ups and downs. The dealers
who wished to entice the ladies to their
shops (stores, I beg pardon), would pre-
sent a paved entrance; those who sought
rpugher customers offered a rough recep-
tion—over gravel or cobblestone. Dust in
summer was insufferable, and in winter
the mud would be ankle deep, and in
some places ‘up to the hub.” By way of
making crossings, a narrow mound of
ashes and cinders would be raised across
the street, and woe to him or her who cn
a dark night gdeviated from the right
path.'”

S OLD HOUSES.

Mr. Aordecai says his earliest impres-
sion of the Main street (‘'it was the only
street on which the buildings were not
‘few and far between’) was that the
houses were of wood, and generally of
one or two stories in height. This im-
pression agrees with the statements made
by travellers who visited Richmond du-
ring the post-Revolutionary period. The
oldest houses of the city were undoubted-
ly of wood. Some of these still remain in
an unaltered state, and may be in all
likelihood older than the Ege house. The
Adams mansion, now occupied by the sis-
ters of Monte Maria, is said to have been
built in 1742. T have reason to believe
there are, or were, others still older. The
late Mr. Thomas H. Drew, who possessed
all his faculties to an extreme age, told
me several years ago that Judge John Ro-
bertson’s frame mansion, which formerly
(18757?) stood at the northeast corner of
Main and Third streets, was an old build-
ing when he came to Richmond to live,
Cap-
tain Gifford, who had antiquarian tastes,
told one of his neighbors, who told me,
that a frame house still standing in
Rocketts was during the Braddock war
(1757-'63) a headquarters of British troops.
T have explored this house from basement
to garret, in order to see if its architec-
ture answered to the fashion of its sup-
posed age. The structure, in all its parts,
confirmed, in my opinion, the story of its
antiquity. We should not be surprised to
find the oldest buildings in the lower sec-
tions of the city, and particularly at
Rocketts, which, as a settlement, is little
less older than Jamestown. By the w4y,
this ancient suburb was named after
Baldwin Rookett, who kept ferry there
and ship-chandlers’ stores.

Many a quaint Dutch-roofed house of
wood in the eastern section of the city
may be (for aught any one knows to the
contrary) of like age as Shockoe's and
Rockett’s, the 'two oldest settlements of
the English on the upland country. When-
ever one sees in Richmond or its suburbs
the old Dutch roof, be sure its supporting
frame was built before 1776. The windows
looking out from the shingled roof, some-
times slanting, and rarely erect, were so
placed, an eminent lawyer informs me, to
avold the bhateful British tax on God's
holy light.

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH.

Grandpa Mordecal, upon whom I again
draw for memories beyond my own, telis
us that ‘the old Parish church of St
John's, which was entitled tq pre'cedencf;
for its sacred character, and probably for
its age also, is preserved in its anclent
purity of architecture, with only the addi-
tion of a tower and belfry, which, rising
in pure white among the tall trees arounq
it, presents one of ‘the most beautiful and
conspicuous objects in the many beautiful
landscapes of which Richmond can boast.
The Masonic - Hall deserves also to be
mentioned among: the ancient and honor-
able edifices, though comparatively of
modern date. Its proportions are credit-
able to' the architect as its good preserva-
tion is to the brethren.” RN

. Mr.: Billy: ‘Booker,  the oldest native-
born citizen of Richmond, now in his 93@
year, is. the grandson of  the architect

nant: Bdmond Bossieux, so {nformed me:
‘If “comparatively of modern date,”’ how

its suburbs surely must bo! Possibly the

stomo as to escape a like | -

delivered by Mr.

‘who_ built the: hall.. ‘My friend, Lieute-:

0ld the-oldest housesiof Richmond and

‘meanors; 35 felonx:;m‘.iéw@i(e;

_Company ‘from-our townsman, Mr. | -
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M ay all our patrons lire lorng
and prosper isthe
NEW YEARS WISH
of
CHAS. JURGEN'S SON.

A happy and

Year.
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expression may have been one of the
Reminiscent’s slips of the pen. Hear him
further on: ‘The oldest public house was
the Bird in Hand, on 3Main street, at the
foot of Church Hill, lately a ruinous
hovel, but now embellished with a new
front of brickbats.
THE OLD CITY TAVERN.

A more modern and a splendid house
in its day was the City Tavern. Hotel was
no more known then than in Meg Dod’s
palmiest days. But the old tavern hav-
ing almost miraculously, as a wooden
building, escaped conflagration, is now de~
graded to a workshop. The smokestack
has succeeded to the smoke-jack; the
table is displaced by the work-bench, and
wheels, bands, and pullies revolve where
minuets, reals, and Congos were danced
at a ball given to General Washington.”

The General must have appeared here
shortly after his return from the West,
where he had gone upon the close of the
war to look after his neglected posses-
sions. The tavern in which the Father of
his Country led the dance, and was hon-
ored as that country’s saviour, to be turn-
ed into a workshop! The Virginians of to-
day are evidently not hero-worshippers.
The organ of veneration fs not surely to
be found uppermost in their practiced
brains.

THE DEAR OLD CITY.

At this point I must take leave of Mr.
Mordecai and our dear old Richmond of
ve olden times. I had hoped, if space per-
mitted, to touch upon many topics of ab-
sorbing interest to the present generation,
such, for instance, as the projection by
\Vashington of a scheme to unite the
waters of the West with those of the
East by means of a canal; the discovery
of the Gulf Stream, and its bearing on
the commerce of the world; the alarm
felt in the State by the usurpations of
the Federal Government under Adams;
the consequent building of the armory,
with barracks, for the Public Guard; the
insurrection of Gabriel, which might have
drenched, but for an, eccident, the city
with the blood of its innocents; the trial
of Burr, revealing a scheme of empire
almost ‘as magnificent’ as that which is
fostered to-day by McKinley and his ig-
norant ' dupes; :the great commercial
houses, whose vessels navigated distant
seas—Brown, Rives & Co. held in commis-
sion at one time as many as. forty-seven
square-rigged and other vessels, some
lying ‘below the city at Warwick, the
rest at the Rocketts wharves; the thea-
tres, the public gardens, the c_hurches,
the fashions, etc. -

These I reserve for a f{lrture paper.

CHARLES‘ g\ ) 8

Faithful Services Kindly Appreci-
a5ER ated. 3
The Sabbath-school Bible class of Grace-
Street Baptist church,- of which Mr.
Vivian McKennon, has been the tgacher
mary years, presented to Mr. McKennon
last. Sabbath a  beautiful gold watch,
chain, and ghurm. asmz;.l tokeaxa :ggst?‘g;
£ esentation ‘a
R prrBerry Stainback, in 2
neat and beautiful address, “which was
gracefully replied to by Mr. McKennon.

Police.

Shinberger, for

the total
misde-

caolored;

¥ Phe report of ‘Sergeant
the month ‘of December, sho
number of arrests. to ‘be -

. The Work of the

‘ordinance " violations,

MEETINGS.
JLasoNic NOTICE.—A SPECIAL 5
mmunication of LODGE OF
STRICT OBSERVANCE, No. 207, m

. s Ha J. Y, Januas
19%’ atrg S DAY, January 1,

By order of the Wo Master, Ad-
R rshipful Master, Ad

CHARLES A. NESBITT.
ja1-1t Secretary.

A STATED COMMUNICATION
OF RICHMOND LODGE, No. 10,

A. F. and A. M., will be helds in
Masonic Temple TUESDAY EVE-
NING at 7:30 o'clock, January 1, 190L
Members of sister lodges and visiting
brethren are cordially invited.

By order of the Worshipful Master.

ja1-1t R. B. SNEAD, Secretary.

Richmond, Va., December 31, 1900.

THE REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE
VIRGINIA TRUST COMPANY, of Rich-
mond, Va., will be held on TUESDAY,
January 15, 1901, at 12 ¢/clock M., in the
office of the company.

de 30-td JOHN MORTON, Secretary.

Richmond, Va., December 3, 130

THE REGULAR .-\N.\‘U:\L MI-?E’%K!
OF THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE
PLANTERS NATIONAL BANK. of
Richmond, Va., will bo held on TUES-
DAY, January 8, 1901, at 12 M. o'cleck, in
the bank bu“di?gk‘mnn

RICHA H. SMI :
de 9-Sun, Tu&LEF t Ja 8 SC:L'sr‘FI

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
STOCKHOLDERS of the SOUTHERN
TRUST COMPANY, Richmond, Va., will
be held at theg office of the company, 1112
east Main street, Richmond, Va., on
JANUARY 16, 1501, at 4:30 P. M.

JOHN TYLER,
de 30&Ja 1,8&15-4t Secretary.
Urnion Bank of Richmond.
Richmond, Va., December 20. 1900

THE REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THIS
BANK will be held in the First Nationai
Bank building on THURSDAY, January
10th, at 12 o'clock ML

J. B. BEASLEY,
de 28-td __ Cashier.
CORPORATION MEETING.

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
STOCKHOLDERS OF THE SISTERS CF
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT FOR IN-
DIANS AND COLORED PEQPLE IN
VIRGINIA will be held at St. Elizabeth’s
Convent. Cornwells, Bucks county, P,
on WEDNESDAY, the 9th day of Janu-
ary, 1901, at 2 o'clock P. M.

ANNIE E. M'CANN,
Secretary.

de 23-t Jau 8 in

The State Bank of Virginia,
Richmend, Va.. cember 22, 1600.
THE REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THIS
BANIK will e held in their banking ho

WEDNESDAY, January 9 191, at
o'clock M. WILLIAM M. HILL,
de 23-td Cashfer.

B REGULAR ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE STOCKHOLDERS O THE
DISPATCH COMPANY will be held af
their office on TUESDAY, the Sth day of
January, 1901, at 11 o'clock A. M.
© H. THEODORE ELLYSON.
de 28-td Secretary.

: Merchants” Natfonal Bank
Richmond, Va., December §, 1900
ANNUAL MEETING
KHOLDERS OF THE
TS NATIONAL BANK wil
thelr banking-house on TUES
1901, at 13 o’clock M.
N F. GLENN.
Cashie

be held at
DAY, January $,

' do6-Th.Sa&Tu td

| Doltars are good things. Keep them all

in this Commonwealth by getting your
Firo Tnsurance Pollcy from the Virshis




