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convention may abdicate its sovereign:
power as: to; this -or that issue raised Miy.
the legislative provisions, but should H
not choose «p to do who is to;coerce it?
Constitutional {conventions have in timefi
jpast abdicated their ;right to \u25a0 override
"ejrislatlve mandates and left issues
raised by" legislative "provisions" to be
determined by the courts. But that does
not affect the principle of inherent sover-
eignty of conventions. •
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ciTy siTnsonirTioxs.
THE DAILY DISPATCH dolivbred

ip*°^Ksubscribers in Richmond and
||»Manchi>ster at SO cents pvr month,
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oarrlw -.•weekly or j

aonihly; the SUNDAY DISI»ATCH. >LSO |
>.* *d*er annum: T5 cents for Mx months. :
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rl::.'.V3"r PaPa~s "irregularly''would do us a
:. -.favor byiv.ckir.g ccmpiaitii to this office.

The plumbers have /found a defender.
Much lias been said In the 'way of abuso
of thiH very useful \u25a0 class :of fcliow-citi-
zeiis,: but .n'of until yesterday had

found any one *cna"lenslris":tii<;f;accura.cy

ot: the oft-repuattd accusations as to tho
prodigality of their charges and the im-
mensity of their incomes. . '•\u25a0 \u25a0 .

In the- New York Sun a correspondent,-
who says lie. is /a. plumber, denies that
his follows are such mercenaries as they
are generally represented to be, or that
they make extravagant profits upon their
work. lie is of'the opinion that* the best
way.-;to lind'out ifplumbers make so very
much money is to look up the huntbar
of wealthy plumbers in New York—not
those rich beyond the dreams. of avarice,
but those worth. sloo,ooo. After going over
the list he says the investigator probably

will find that "rich plumbers exist only

in the imagination of the writers of lie-,

tion." And then he proceeds to say:
"The real truth is that people only,em-

ploy a plumber when they are compelled
to, then they bear, him down in .his
charges as low as -possible. 'and after seem
never willingto pay his bill./. "Ifyou want to hear a genuine tale cf

woe-^ust talk with any plumber about
the' amount of money he has been beat
out of, and then ifyou.are, as Isuppose,
a person of considerable feeling, your
heart -will go out. to that plumber, and
your ..voice ever after be raised in his
defence.
"Itmay be well to add that these me;

chanies have so little capital as a class
ifit was not for their credits with supply
houses 75.per cent, of them would have
to go out of business."

The so-called "humorous paragraphcr"

is largely responsible for the libel so
persip'tontiy circulated against the plumb-
ers, but no doubt he has built upon.
a belief which he found existing in. the
public mind.

The gas Inspector and the plumber are
two men whom all Americans feel at
liberty to abuse. We have here repro-
duced the defence of the plumber, and
for the gas man, we may say, on our
own. account, that- he has no earthly
interest in making an overcharge. As for
the gas-meter itself; we are told that'
though it may frequently fail to record
all the gas consumed, rarely, or never,
can it register gas which does not pass
through- it.

We have found, too, that, as in the
matter of bygone weather, most People
have, short and slippery memories with
respect to last year's gas bills, with,

which they are prone to compare this
year's charges. So, too, they sometimes
forget to mention that they are now
using gas-stoves— a thing with which
they were unacquainted in the halycon
days of low gas bills.

Estab|isH'od ;' 1823.
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r '*. . Greater demands are constantly

I being made on your eyes by tiie advance of civilization.

The most perfect adjustment of Glasses Is called for! Life
is often a failure- through poor sight— your eyes are your .

: . bread- \rinners. Aren't they.

@ We can give the best vision possible— at prices that

I.
'"willappeal to your economy. Examination free !

C. Lumsden &Son,
Opticians and Jewellers.
/ 73 8 East Main Street.

Known far and near as manufacturers of iKe]highest
grade Pianos. Leaders of low prices and

\ accommodating terms.

\u0084

.,
\u0084

A STRONG CONCERN. ;: ,::\u25a0;
The Cable Company, witha paid-up capital of$2,000,000

.makes it the strongest music concern in existence.
\u25a0 \u25a0

'
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Musical Institutions.
Many of the "largest schools, colleges, theatres, and

musical institutions in the country are supplied with
and cheerfully endorse the celebrated Pianos manufac-
tured by this progressive Company.

REAL BARGAINS IN

Every Piano we offer for sale at any season of che
year is a real bargain, because you buy direct from the
maker at the lowest factory .price. Mo shop-worn
Pianos are found in our stock. Every instrument is
new and up-to-date in case design; and in purchasing
a new Piano from us, you can rest assured you have
acted wisely.

\u25a0.213 E. Broad Street

J. G. CORLEY, Manager.

Call and hear the Original Piano-Player, "The talus,' 1
<Wfliillin--.r---n.i-V in- 1,,, .-.MiiMi,..,'. .IIIKMII-.il O •

Wire and Cut Nails,V-CHmp and Corrugated Roofing,
Tin-Plate, Galvanized Gutter and Conductor Pipe/
Elbows arid Shoes, Tarred Paper, Bar Iron[
Poultry Netting, Wire Fencing, Hardware, Carri-
age and Wagon Material, Rope, Glass, &c.

We want to name you prices on all,or any, of
the above lines. . WThy not write us before pla'cino-
your order. -\u25a0 •

'
"\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0•

- c

Opposite OldMarket, . RICHMOND Y\- : ' . fe io-Su.Tu&w ,
'
/
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Window of the Soul.

should always be treated with the

... •
1 inn in tiiedisposal of both children andadults for the correct adjustment -of glasses, so important for

the preservation and improvement of the eyesight.-
Prescription work-is our specialty. Lowest charges and sat-isfaction guaranteed in allcases.

THE S. 6ALESKI OPTICAL CO.,
VEverything Optical and Photographic," *

CORNER NINTH AND MAINSTREETS. '? Isu,tu*t

of his fellow-citizens, is not worthy ofcredence. Believing that' high and hon-orable men will be cho?en to frame thenew constitution, and that their action
w-iu meet with the approval of those
whom they represent, we expect to see
the members of that body deserve and
receive generous praise for the work ac-complished. Instead of being a *'char-
nel. house" for political reputations, the
constitutional convention will afford an
unusual and extraordinary opportunity
for making new reputations and strength-
ening those already made.

There' are certain things that the peoi
pie desire to see accomplished, and for
the accomplishment of which the con-
vention has been called. Urfon these few
essentials there is little division in public
sentiment. The large majority of voters
desire to see m restricted suffrage, a sim-
pler and more economical form of State
and county government, fewer, elections,
and a majority of the officers now chosen
by the Legislature elected by" the people.
There is naturally a variety of opinions
as to how these much-desired ends should
be accomplished, but since the delegates
will almost certainly be influenced by a
common purpose, and be guided by an
overwhelming public sentiment, it seems
impossible that they should fail to reach
such a conclusion as will'meet .with gene-
ral approval. \u25a0

-
No man who honestly desires and pur-

poses, if elected, to carry out the wishes
of the people of Virginia in their reason-
able demands for changes in the Under-
wood Constitution, need apprehend any
loss in public estimation from such ser-
vices to his State. :

'
:

Only traitors need fear and tremble.

TO FIGHT TOBACCO TRUST.

WHICH SAW FARTHEST?
Last May, in a colloquy on the floor of

the Senate, in which Senators Hale and
Spooner became involved, the latter ask-
ed the former this question:

"Has the Senator any suspicion in his
mind that the pledge made in the reso-
lution passed by Congress as to the tem-porary character of our occupation in
Cuba is not to be kept?"
Mr. Hale'replied frankly that he had,

whereupon Mr. Spooner intimated that
air. Hale was a pessimist, thus provok-
ing from Mr. Hale. the following acknowl-
edgment of the soft impeachment:

"Nov.-. let me say to the Senator Ithink
there are very powerful influences in this
country—lthink they are largely located
in New York city,Ithink they are large-
lyspeculative and connected with mciley-
making enterprises— that are determined
that we shall never give vp

r£\iba. * * •
Iam profoundly impressgd-'and profound-
ly depressed by the feet that Ifind in
hundreds of quajfers a determination
that we shall never withdraw from Cuba
but shall retaitfher as a possession of the
United Steves"."

ThsiiT,' so far as Mr. Spooner was con-
-eerned, the colloquy ended, with the de-
claration that—

"Itwillnever turn out, my friend from
Maine (Mr. Hale), that any man in any
country can point,to the Teller resolution
and say with truth that it was a legisla-
tive lie." ,

The Teller resolution, which is one of
the Cuban resolutions, solemnly obligates
this country to leave the government ana
control of Cuba to its people as a sover-
eign and independent nation, when pacill-
cation of the island shall have been ac-
complished. .

Which would it- appear saw farther
into the future, Mr. Hale or"Mr. Spooner;
and inview of recent developments what
must be Mr. Spooner' s feelings when he
reflects upon his championship of Federal
legislative veracity in respect of Cuba?

Unless all signs go for naught, the time
is fast approaching when all men in all
countries will be able to point to the .Tel-
ler resolution and say with truth that if
was a legislative lie.

THE FIIKIJKRICIvSIUIHaSTOCK..
The twelve, months last past witnessed

ajnay.ins cliangcs in railroad organiza-

tions in this country. There is now a
united financial force controlling several
of tho great trunk lines. which.Were for-
merly competitors for business, and which
were "rate-cutters on occasions. Rate-
cutting among them is known no more.
Consequently their bonds and stocks have
taken a great rise.

Those gifted geniuses, who had the
prescience to sec that all this was com-
ing about, ought to be rich; their knowl-
edge, could have been turned into mil-
lions. A few had that foresight, or
father a few had that opportunity to in-
form themselves, but the masses- were
uninformed; the secret ' was jealously
guarded.

We see it all now, but :less than a
year ago we were in darkness. Even
while Virginia was. arranging to sell- her
interest in the Richmond; Fredericksburg

and Potomac railroad a "combine" was
being formed, which took away allies
north of the Potomac that the Seaboard-
rtiled upon. If the Seaboard were now
to build a road from Richmond to Wash-
ington it could make no better transfer
rates at

v
the latter city than it can make

here!
Wo believe the charter for a new road

to Washington was sought in good faith;

the press of Richmond urged it in good

faith, and our community enthusiastically

backed the movement, believing that it
would result in the long-desired competing
roads between this city and Washington

and New York. As things stand, there
can be no competition North or West of
Washington, and we doubt if any capi-

talists can be found who will.put their
money in a purely local road. Mean-
while, the. "Seaboard company and the
various other lines now using the Frede-
ricksburg road are said to have bought

a controlling interest in that road. Mean-
whife, too," the State* has suffered no
loss!
..Now the question, is, Ho.w ought the

.Legislature -to dear with the situation?
We would have the State dispose of her
holdings—the. prospect is not bright now,
but the" time may yet come when a road
Can be built

—
but we want the State to

get all she can for them.
" With the light

before it a year ago the Legislature fixed
a minimum urico on this stock. That
was looked upon as a prudential exer-
cise of oower. It would seem that if
the. status quo can be resumed— and we
guess it can—it would be well to give
authority for the sale of these shares
"at an advanced price." v

As one of the advocates of ih° charter
in question we wish the fact to be made
clear to everybody that the State has not:
lost, and need not lose, a dollar by the
legislation on this subject; but quite the
contrary;

'

The DoorJioefers. of "Lonisville, "Will
Ruild a Large Factury. .

(New York Times.
LOUISVILLE. February 10.— The fact

that John and' Basil Doerhoefer, direc-
tors, until recently, of the American To-
bacco and Continental Tobacco compa-
nies, "mean ..now to fight the trust, was
shown yesterday by the filing of articles
of incorporation of the; Monarch Tobacco
Company -here. The; capital fixed upon at

the beginning is $150,C00, divided into 1.5W
shares of $IGO each, of which John Doer-
hoefer takes HS3;. Basil Doerhoefer, 381;
Marcus Doerhoefer, 353. •\u25a0.\u25a0/\u25a0 . i;: •*They have taken out a permit- for a
four-story' building, and will-engage in
the manufacture, of plug- and. smoking-
tobacco on ah extensive scale, employing
2.000 hands. They, have recently been buy-
ing large lots of old leaf tobacco, which
caii:be used at once for manufacturing
purposes. It is Wrought their factory \yiil
become a very large concern, as the Doer-
hoefers are; still young men, and all have
made great success in the manufacturing
business. ;.

Ifearth with babes 'must be replenisheC,
Till tlie last settlement is' finished,
Do give them honest Christian names,
As Matthew, Thomas, Andrew; James,
Daniel, Ezekiel, Peter.' Paul—
Apostles, prophets, martyrs, all.
Such names .our giandsires .honoredlong,
On author's page, in poet's song-
Such names were towers of strengUi: in-

deed,
'

When mt-n for Liberty, did bleed—
SucJi were the Watchwords of an hour
When /men staked - all for Freedom's
flower.'
Butmow the. time of bronze returns,
And honest cheek with flushes burns. .
Cant affectation, gloss, Tjegohe! .
"Old. times," old. times, return, return. .

Lines by _Hr. Rylniid. \
Walkerton, King arntl\u0084<jueen Co., Va.

To the EdUjor^of--' the Dispatch:

2'htr- following lines were written by
Mr. Josiah Ryland when he was princi-
pal of the Stevensville Academy, in isst>,
and many of the King and Queen peo-
ple, as well as others, will be interested
in seeing them in print. 11. K. P., Jr.

ISS6J
O, aye of varnish, cant and shame,
That wanteth nothing but a name!
King William throws the gauntlet down
111 peerless Bessie Blanc-hie Brown!
Come to the rescue, King and Queen
Produce thy: walker, Doni Ueane!
Unfurl the banner of the sun;
Make way, 'make way, for Fenelon! •

And let- the glory of the day
Burst forth atresh in Ota May!
O,who. the matchless grace shall tell
Of her of VVoodville, Floss Rochellei
But Bessie, Dora, Floss, make way
For the last cherub, baby Gay!
Who. the last Pleiad of the skies.
With ebon hair and azure eyes.
Appears on earth a Peri bright,
To glad our eyes and charm our,sight.
Here, lor a. while, Dame Fortune's Wheel,
Exhausted. by its maddening reel, :
Resis

'
pendent, while new names ,are

found
Of wouid be grace and empty sound.
When "Woman's Rignts" to laws aualn,
And; girls;\u25a0 go courting, might and main,
\u25a0When Bloomer pants become the rage, :
And high-heel gaiters. strut the stage;

-
When buys no longer woo the lasses
But maidens court them to their faces, "

O. what the luckless wights shall save
Fioin anguish, or an early grave?
For girls-.(.from number) mnst, of course,
Attack the beaux ten on a horse!
O Fenelon, my son, my son.
In such a oa.se thou art undone!
Fly fur ihy life, while now tliou may'st,
Or cut thy throat with prudent haste.

'

Old..times .return! restore the reign
Of Polly, Nancy, Siikey, Janei
Jemima, Phoebe, Ann. Eliza,
Abigail, Venus, Eloisa.
Away with varnish cant .and gloss!
Away, with Bessie, Dora, Floss!
No longer with such babies bore. us.

Recent ;experiments \u25a0 show that all
classes of foods! may be completely- di-
gested

'
by
'
a preparation', called .Kodol

Dyspepsia -Cure, which absolutely' digests
what you eat. As it is* the. only combi?
nation .of all;:the natural -diges.ta.nts ever
devised the demand for ifhas become
enormous.'.. .:\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0.-

:. -'.. .':'-.- ;v :,

The Radford Advance thinks that with
Phlegar from Montgomery, Wysor from:
Pulaski, Fulton from" Wythe, Frank
Buchanan .from Smyth, and James
White from Washington, "that tier" of
southwest counties, lying along the Nor-
folk and Western railway, would be
ably represented in the constitutional
convention.

Senator Daniel, who left here yesterday
morning, thinks that the 1-egisiature is
making a mistake in attempting to- bind
the convention on any question. In his
opinion that body should be left untram-
melled oh*all matters upon which it is to
act. ,. The Senator ha's-'given no.advice to
members of the Legislature on this \u25a0or
any other subject, not thinking it is his
province, or that it is delicate for him
to do so.

—
Extract :from Richmond Letter

in the Baltimore Sun.
There are many others who are of-the

same opinion. \u25a0

A mass-meeting of male citizens was
held in Topeka, Kas., Sunday, and adopt-
ed an ultimatum, giving the "jointists".

until noon of next Friday to quit the sa-
loon business and have all their fixtures
shipped from the city. In '.he event of
their not complying, a thousand armed
men are to swoop down upon them- ana
put them out of the business, by force.
Meantime, Mrs. Nation, the author and
leader of the "joinf'-smashing crusade,

doesn't seem to have proved a drawing

card at Chicago. The proposed-lecture to

have been given by her there to-night has
been declared off, it is reported, the man-
agers believing, ifis • further, stated, from
the result of two days' seat sales, which
aggregated less than $12, that the lecture
would be a financial -failure.'

TAXATION.
The Staunton News thinks that one ot

the evils . the constitutional convention
should consider is that of "double taxa-
tion," about which there is, it says, a
great deal of complaint.

The policy of taxing property twice, re-
marks the News, is a foolish one, for,
contends our contemporary, "it furnishes
a pretext to many to dodge paying this
and other taxes too, in the effort to "get
even' with the government which people
sometimes feel is robbing them." Most
people, continues the News, will. pay
their taxes if they feel that they are be-
ing treated fairly, but let them suspect

that the government is taking advantage
of them, and they Will exercise the same
tactics. The News holds that it is of the
utmost importance that every tax laid
should meet- the better judgment of the
people and be recognized as not only

just, but wise, and it believes in simpli-
fying taxation, by laying on at mice

enough to meet the expenses of the gov-
ernment.- It is convinced that unuer
such a system people would payr*th*eir
taxes more cheerfully, collection
of taxes wouldjic-''rnueh easier.
.There is,no"doubt that there is a vast
deal.of complaint in Virginia concerning

•What is termed "double taxation." There
is also no question that in the opinion ot
many persons who have studied our sys-
tem, and who would scorn to dodge the
"tax-gatherer," the system needs simpli-
fying. In how far it would be practica-

ble for the convention to remedy the de-
.fects or evils that now obtain we are not

prepared to say. But there is good rea-
son to assume that the convention willbe
called upon to consider the matter. And
that fact constitutes to our mind one ot
the strongest arguments why there should
be a strong business representation in the
body.

Good chance for a

Standard Piano,
For years we have had, now

and then, enquiries for Chick-
ering Pianos. . We have just
secured a piano that has seen
use but is almost as good as
ne^\v and which originally sold
at $650. Itcan now be bought
for $150

3 stool and cover.
'

We guarantee the piano
fully. / - -.-.-,--
ManlyB^Ramos Company,

119 East Broad Street.
:f de 30^Snn,Tu&P& \u25a0: ;:

".

Tllere are More

GQOK STOVES
sold in the State of Virginia
than any: other brand pf.high-
9r^de cook stoves made. Askyour neighbor.why. We claimbecause they are the best cook
stoves ever soldi perfect bakers,
with extra large ovens. Ifyour
dealer cannot supply you write
tous for particulars^

"

SOUTpRN, STOVE WORKS,
No. 815 to 827 N.Seventeenth St ,

RICHMOND, YA;_ \u25a0;\u25a0 ;}ja i-Tu-F&w:\j
-

\ i

If Pays to Buy the Best

, . The iHotlier'si Favorite.
Chamberlain's Cough.: Remedy is the

mother's favorite.",.lfisipleasant and :safe
for s children to -;take; ?and :";'always cures:
Itisintendedesp&cially for.coughs, colds,
croup, \u25a0 and .whooping cough, ;and :is ;the
best :medicine

- made -for \u25a0 these 'diseases. 1

There is not the least danger, imglving.it
to\children, for "ifcontains, no opiuro^:or
other. injurious drug," and may he-given as
confidently;to \u25a0a :bab« as to an Hadult.

-
For

sale everywhere.: :. ;ja24-Th,Sat&Tu rf

Those in Danger.
(Charlottesvilie Progress.)

.We have never, taken any stock in thefrequently expressed opinion that theconstitutional convention would prove apolitical graveyard for;;those who 'servedin it, regardless of. the action of sueh 1

convention. ;It is easy ito understandwhy the; convention; might very properly
become a morgue for those-'represen ta-
tives who disregard "

the^wishes \u25a0ofitheirconstituents, just as itisipossible for.any'
representative, to "kill;himself" by ignor-
ing, the views and -sentiments, of thosewho have -honored him. -But that any
member of that convention^ who* does hisduty honestly, and • conscientiously— who
seeks-: to;know and :dolthei will;'of'the
people— should suffer in

'
the estimation

="11111111"111111111 %""»«»«»»»«.n».»,,j uliM,,MMI,ltlIIll:
| OR. FRAMOIPSA

1 Grains ofHealth I
1 Coßsjipaliop, congestion, Hgaussfis. i

-
-. foe15-Tuly)

OUtt PAVERS FOH S^H
;,_ 15c, FER^ HUNDRED :
b:":-:-j.:- DISPATCH •OFFICIJ* .-• .

Jis|lil|oi|
. Books forBanks," Courts, Railroads
arid \u25a0 coinuiercial ,purposes^ gerierall v';inade to*any form desired.

We carry a large &toclc of Blank.
Books of

OUJB OWN MAKJE, ,
at prices tojcompete \ with)any;N6rtE;-. crn-made books. , -

\u25a0^

-
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"
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Book nna Job Pruning neatly executedj

WIN&ofI
CURES WOITAN&ULSI

Easy to take, easy, to operate-;

Hood's Pills

Cathartic

There is said to be a warm contest i'ni
store for the seneral convention of the
Episcopal Church, to meet in San. Fran-
cisco next October, on. the subject of the'
recent .Fond ;dv Lac' consecration, ;. which,'
we]believe; v was according to theihighest\
of:;"H:iKh Church" procedure;- and of:

There seems to have been one success-
ful fight, at least, against .the- Standard
Oil Company, the United States Pipe Line
Company having, it is said, finally secured
a seaboard terminal at "Marcus Hook, on
the -'Delaware river. This follows a bit-
ter struggle, we believe, with the oil.con-
cern.
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7 -CAXXOT BIXD.
V: Connecticut is to have a constitutional

-,; convention, and the New England papers
'.I*are; discussing in connection therewith a

that is also up in Virginia—that
4 is, the question of the right o£ the Legis-

lilature to bind the convention.
':-, The Boston Transcript, having stated
-that the "inviolability of 'tlie town is

r; carefully
'
conserved by the legislative

'provision that the convention shall not
:be empowered to embody in the Constltu-

\'::lion'-any article whereby, 'any town may

:br; can cease- to exist as a separate
;~;town.'

"
the . Hartford Courant replies'

that the provision that "the convention'
-"shall:not" is absolutely void;

~V,:VAnd then the Courant. which is Repub-

:;lican, adds that such Democratic journals

"/as* the Hartford Times and NewHaven
:#K<sgister at once conceded' that : the Cou-
icranV' wa« strictly right when it Kaid that
Ef'j^gVconvention, once under way, could
;vnot be bound by any vote of the Legisla-
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-•J,Exactly.- Arlegislature, in calling a con-
vititutional'convention into existence, .may

if by assuming to make pro-

viEions for JU« truidance. the rejection -of

W-vfbich would be unpopular. Such proyj-
jlsionslf may, by- injecting questions; into

&3?et"canvass 'forjmerhbers of the; conven-
w^onl r^ult In the committal of i!;e cyn-

VaiaaU'J to the leglblatlve polity. Thus
%t£Z(fs'irif:iatiira rriuv curry its uointi The

LEE niSTUICT KirXDS.
The owners of the land in Lee District

j-are asking The City Council for an issue
.of 5300,{»00 of bonds, the proceeds to be
used to give that section those im«rove-

. inents which must oxist before it is in-
habited. There is needed a great sewer,
capable of draining the district; also,

._ -water-mains and pipes from which to cis-•
tribute gas.

Thai territory, by an extension of the
city boundaries, was taken in eight years

._ ago. The city sought to annex; the coun-
ty opposed the movement. The object in
view, of course, was to provide for the

verowth of the city. Apart from that con-"
Bideration, no.private interests could ever

riarcinduced the Council to recommend,
nor the Legislature to annex. Has it
contributed to the growth of the city in
point of either population or wealth? No;

.not yet. The land is almost as barren of
\u25a0 dwellings to-day' as when it was taken
.in, and the value of lots has dePreci-

\u25a0 nted enormously. We are told of one
•JOCijare situated on one of the best s'reets,

of feet west of Lc-e monument,
P for which the purchasers paid $23,'J00 in

l£?0. Itwas assessed low as long as it
..: was in the county. In ISSo, 'the lir.-t as-
| sessment in the city, it was put at $12,000.
In3900 it was reassessed, and the owners
\u25a0being dissatisfied with the valuation put
by the city assessors, went before the
courts and had no difficulty in getting
the assessment reduced to $6,000; the city

ithus losing ?$.«00 of taxable values! There
.•\u25a0was no defence to make* against the pe-
tition for a reduction, because it was
only too true as represented by the own-
ers that their property had decreased in
value. ,

There; were numbers of such instances,
and the depreciation in Lee District
makes up a large part ofM.he three mil-
lions in'value of real estate which the ie-

assessment shows the city to have lost.
The policy of the city should be not
only to recover this loss, but to be able
to show an excess in the next five years;
just as -we need

'
the development of a

public spirit here that will re-establish
our growth in population in the next'
census.

"~

The market for real estate ho% icgun
to show improvement; rents v"Tiave gone
•up and Swellings are scarce; so that,
•while there may not be, "a. buildingboom,
the likelihood is that, "house builders will
find more to do Jrf the immediate future
than for a lon^,* umc jn tha past.

the City Council, now that
j

its attention has been call?d to it, will
iact wisely in putting improvements in
this ."We are unable to say

•whether the Council, in vi«aw of all the
"demands upon the public treasury, wculd
lie"'justified in making' a $300,0CK) issue of
"bonds, but we ask that it willdo the best
it can for Lee District. Our appeal is

xnade on behalf of the whole community;

not for the profit of a few;.we also want
;to reverse a policy which is a bar to the
further annexation of Henrico territory,

since Lee District, unimproved and neg-
lected, is a warning as to what other an- |
nexed' territory might expect. There are
persons now anxious to build residences
there^ and others to put up houses to
Tent, who are only waiting for an as-
Burance that they will have gas, water,

and sewers.

, Miss Maud Gonne, "(he Irish Joan or
/Arc',":;is_ --again in this country,
having arrived^at New York from Havre
Sunday, and willmake another tour of the
United- States, with the object, it is said,
of forming women's clubs to give moral
andvflrianeial; -support to the movement
recently organized in Ireland for the: per-
petuation of the Irish language, literature,
and: art, and with the further object ol
agitating, jin..'.; the interest . of- the .isoer
caused :tlie:keeping "of Irishkyouths; £rom:
e^lifitiniiinthc Brltißhftrniy,"

OFFICE-IIOMJIXG DELEGiITES;
We do not, says -the Petersburg Index-

Appeal, agree with the Dispatch and
some other contemporaries that we should
look to ofiice-holders for "our best," most
talented, and most capable men for the
convention."

-
•
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Ifat any time in discussing this ques-
tion we have, seemed to commit ourselves
to .the,proposition that all the most
talented and capable men were In the.'office-holding class pur language was un-
fortunate.;
"The Dispatch has:.iiCYCr intended to

advance any Eueli-conloniibn. Our posi-
tion-is that among the- office-holders are
some, of,the most :j;talented :. and capable
meriUn the Commonwealth, and we think
it would_be_to the, interest of the people
that the .cream of the.cc, along .with the
cream' of-the most; talented and capable
men in other walk's- be returned.: to the
convention. "We want to see 'the con-
vention^composed of the most talented
and capable men the Slate can produce,
and' to that end-would not liar from repre-
sentatives' any class in which such, men
ean-be-found. .--.-'. " . .
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