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J , Notwithstanding the hackwardness of the season and the unfavorable l'\-J^ condition of weather, the interest manifested in these l)ig bargain values^!on sale at this store in fashionable Spring Suits for men and youricr men *$>
S proves
# goods, and the big savings, together with best resultsasTar as ttfkr best in- lr^terests are concerned regarding "sightliness .of patterns-r-comfort inmake,

:K, style in-cut and/ service ofcloth. Everybody knows that a''Burk 7garmet^bear-^
:;^a inga:Burk label, is a thoroughly,, dependabje 'in^ every wa^.shape, ;^1

and form.: Th^
ofmanufacture, cut by the Burk custom' cutters, tailored by the Burk skilled \$

g toilors,in their own tailor-shops on their own premises, 'and have undergone '^]% \u25a0 every care in the maker-up and finish only bestowed upoiit^
X est-cost merchant-tailor-made garments that figure "and the^'§

prices indicated on the pride tags, arid positively don't fitriqr ||
$w^ear better. : '

;"\u25a0 ;''": "'---&v
I$5, $7.50, $5.5Q rslO 9 SS2.SQ, $15, $?8 9

$20.f

!•\u25a0:-\u25a0 ffioneu
' - ':$

|Boys' Suits— Qems of j '^shi^
:

so^ino^o-':ssj^
IXtooWess and

'Cheapness
.'

: ;^fi^:S|o^oinpl%;^%^i;v«p

.-.-5 ings at only ninety-eig-lit cents. i -v- -.-i .?**"4\ • \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0
i
iv '--iv 1: \u25a0„

"l-,-,
-
;m^sC ,'--'. /

•
.! \^3tJ^^Vj claims o£;imatchless bar-

:\u25a0'\u25a0 : , . \u25a0••;.; . v ( .a. ffant£or;the:peerlegs three-fifty %lsi47i3rS sTß^^sTB^^.•^.^\u25a0.t-/ braided col ars_and ornamental and shields, m^clefrom^oureivool'sei-es, die- #f.^,f?*^'Pretty/estee and Don- viots, and flannels;inBlue;and fancy pat ems 'S$ fwf S V t~m.Bflid.colc>rß-.and pretty stylish}Donble^Brealtlcl .Suits^ in^tlS lar^lr^^5 -T^vrf 7 ?UP -n ?f SpeCfc f°y sizes, positively matchless under aY at anY #durability and good service as well as neat other store
y 0.# and dressy appearance— suits which at most -_ -p' , -n, ,

' - '
*&$ stores would command nearly double the urice -*k-Xv': °7-S-iS

-i
±jle?in^^ "*ess butts, mado

5 charged here-all sizes to 16-choice' one fron^.high-grade pure wool and fadeless '^
V forty-seven

; cheviots,"..serges, vrorsteds, and cassi- $
&:;' %

'
, meres, in nobby, swell patterns of stripes, c^_____.' checks, plaids, mixtures, and solkl colors,^

faultless fitting, superbly tailored garments, in
6 "-'4_fl Oft Boys' Suits, made from pure jlHhe newest shapes of blouse, \estee, Nor-$Si

.'5 APi.sjrO wool cheviot^ and cassimere, inex-: folk, and double-breasted styles, better wear- \-Ic-.
% cellent assortment of plain and in= '.or.Handsomer garments impossible to pro-
& fanny effects, neat and dressy Suits,---matchless flllO6- Th- eJ willneed no exhaustive pleas or '$>"
# under three dollars anywhere else. The Bi°- arguments to change ownership, all sizes to 17, >>

Peerless Offerings for choice of sizes four dollars. : S>;^ to 16, only one ninety-eight. $£ '{»; Fashion's^ best and fashion's latest %
$

' ' (jpy-P is embodied in the peerless showing- of Mv
5- •>- :^

— '

ffee ßßoio Store's Mammoth
tFive-Dollar i§

\ . ' . - Eange of Boys' Attire—Eussian- Blouses, jS"or-^
C Si')

'" ' .Bloi:ise ancl Pouble-Breasted-: folk Jackets, Blouse, Yestee, Double-Breasted :'#\u25a0\u25a0g?--<p±rm-<J\y- Suits, made from splendid qual- and Three-Piece Novelties, made from elegant .s
'. ;itypure wool cheviota and cas- worsteds, serges, cassimeres, tweeds, and "che-

'
hs'

\ simeres mnobby stripes, checks, mixtures, and viots,representing every idea of Pattern and !Ssolid colors, superbly finished, pants with full color of the season's choicest productions
''^

m wide double seat, and knees extended 'from garments which the fancy charging stor4 V;^
seam to seam, patent waistbands and buttons, wouldn't dreani of offering under seven orseven- :#.suits that look and willwear as well and better .-fifty- "The'-Big' Store-s wholesale-retail distri.'^than the four-dollar kinds ordinarily offered • butive plan makes it possible to obtain 'such" 4'Wat most stores, choice of sizes to IG,only two- high class apparel for boys in all sizes to if— V'.^^X nity. , chaice five dollars. \u0084:

#,

S' :-;i2-Qr * c]loice of Mother's Friend Laundered Waists; majde^rith. collars attached or?:;^
JT As^^e separate collars, worth 50 and 75c., choice of sizes only 29c. ". "- >-^*$k
$ Manufacturing O| |w^LtJ^-^® s~* £\ •

' *

\ i"?M
$ Merchant Jailors. _ *

\u25a0' _ . tfashfdle, ;: 5;
& Men's, furnishers, -^ pig .3[GreS,_ \u25a0 pdUas,

' :M
|Xeading ifalters: 1003, \u25a0%. \S/\Am STREEL . SalUmore. M

Alii,SPIDEItS SPIX.

;reducelitSiexorbitaht:ch'drgeVor"'to im-
proye-its ?? serviced M#dolnotpropose ;to quote the'exact language'but
that twas v the ? substance >of '\u25a0; It;-and^the"
complain t;of.the

'
people of this' comrhu-

nity at the time.
-VIhave\heard;itVstatedtbyvrepresenta-
jtiyes; of the ;Bell1Company \u25a0 that ? theIfea!- \u25a0

son that :the ;franchise was repealed wasibecause it refusedxto giveifree service
tor the- municipal- :offices, :or: to Y-make"what the municipal authorities jthought
anTadequate /reduction. Now, that'l
think /it absolutely" "negatived, by^the'
action of the Chamber" of Commerce in
the premises. There, is :no doubt -about
the ;fact that there '\u25a0 was -a. controversy
between the: city; of-Richmond; and the
Bell Company, on the: ground that:it did
not makeany reductions or supplyiany
free service to the city."Ibelieve it?and-
Ibelieve that .everybody who knows
what happened at the time- willbear
me out,, that that- was not' the real:cause,: butvonly one of the many in-
stances leading-; to;that result. . .'.
:After the

-
franchise was repealed—

and I:neglected' to;state 1hat: before therepeal
-
measure was passed the \u25a0matter

\vas considered .very.earnestly and .very
thoroughly by the committee ariclby the
Council and:Ibelieve,: but .1 am not
sure, but Ibelieve ;the repeal was' op-
posed by the representatives of the
company. Iam sure, however, as to
this, statement, that; after .'the ;date of
the repeal of that franchise not one sin-
gle effort,has -ever, been made :

to the
date of the filing;of this petition" to-
night to procure a franchise or any con-
sideration at the. hands of this commit-
tee. .:"Defiance..", said one to -night,v:if
there :can be" more, absolute defiance
than the Bell Company showed after
the repeal of its franchise, I,would like
to know in what it'could consist.'-"! Not
once .did one single-e missary from or
representative, of that: company., come
before your body, or any branch of it;
and say, Give us a hearing; ,give us a
franchise. Let-us talk this matter, over,
and see if, after all, we cannot; better,
agree than we have in the past.l Not a
single prayer for consideration, for a
franchise for relief, but absolute cold,
disdainful silence. And that silence was
continued during the period when the.
company Irepresent; and |another com-
pany, came to you -in response to your!
invitation and offered as applicants for
this franchise which we now hold. That
silence continued until the city of Rich-
mond, after . the partial establishment

.of the Richmond Telephone Company, in
your midst, undertook or -was about' to
undertake and it was so understood,
and .;\u25a0 known by the community :..at
large

—
v/as about to .undertake 'harsh

measures in order to reduce this recal-
citrant company to its proper place-
was about to order the:City Engineer
to cut down its polls and remove its
wires from the streets iis a trespasser
upon the thoroughfares of this coramu-.
nity. Not;until then '.was it heard to
utter its voice or seen to lift its hands,' \u25a0

but did it come face to face to you and
say-; Gentlemen; we recognize- that we
have warred against you unwisely.; Did
it come to you and say, Let tis consider
this matter again and see if we cannot
come to some l'easoriable adjustment of
our differences? Did it admit that the
city of Richmond ..was in' existence, ex-
cept as a defendant in the United
States Courts to which it dragged it
forthwith? "o think the notice, that
this petitioner took of the city of Rich-
mond to bring it into the United States
tribunal and say, Stop; Ihave rights on
your streets which -you;cannot control
or. limit;Idefy you and demand the
protection of the United States Govern-

[ment in that defiance/ Was. the word
Idefiance improperly used this evening
in the face of those facts? .It went
to the Federal Courts and said, "We
have reason to believe the city of Rich-
mond is about to put its firm, strong
hand upon us and crush us out of exist-
|ence because we refused to obey it,
and we tell this Court that we willnot1 obey it. We tell this Court that ithas

Ino conti'ol or jurisdiction over us. It
cannot drive us out of its streets. "vvras
that defiance? And ifit was not defi-
ance, what; constitutes defiance of a
fliunicipalgovernment?
..-, Now,, gentlemen; do 3Tou remember
anything about the course of that liti-
gation? Do you remember that it went
from court to court? And the lower
courts ,of .the Federal jurisdiction sus-
tained the contention of the Bell Com-
pany, that it was- above and beyond
municipal control; that itwas above
and beyond. State :control, and that no
power in this freecountry could control
it but the United -States Government;
and the United: States laws. Was that
deflanceof. your municipality, and if it
be not defiance, what constitutes defi--
ance? And the Federal courts, as Isay.
sustained it: in that contention and
stated that it came within the pro-
visons of the so-called Telegraph Stat-
ute passed

'
in ISS6, and could not be

driven out of Richmond and that Rich-
mond should be tiedhand and foot and
forbidden from interfering .with the
company in the discharge of those in-
terstate duties which ithad assumed.-

• Itis not the first time in the history
of this country that the people have
had reason to thank God for a Supreme
Court. Iti« not the first time in the
histoi-j1

-
of this country that that Su-

preme Court has rallied to the support
of the people in its construction of the
laws. And it said with a unanimous
voice, arid with no uncertain sound,' It
is preposterous. When the telegraph
statute was passed, no such thingas a
telephone had been heard 0f... ..There
was no.patent on the-books governing
the transmission of sound' by this
method, and that statute cannot be'
construed to inelude in its provision an
art which had. not then been discovered.
Now, Mr.:,Chairman, the \u25a0 Supreme Court
said, "That is a great question.' 1 It
was brought up because it was a ques-.
tion of great.national import. We.have
considered it:and ive are unanimous \in
our "decision that/ so' far as the Federal
statute is concerned, this company is
without:redress. •'

And the city of Rich-
mond has maintained its contention.
There are other claims in the plead ings
of the plaintiff company; (the Bell Tele-
phone Company in this .case) ;; touching
the question. whether ithad a,franchise
91' a vested right.under ;the State; laws;
whether ithad avested right-under the!
municipal ordinances and its franchise.
Those are local questions, said the Su-
preme Cou rt;let them be; considered by
jthe local,court; this court Avillnot con-
sider them; itis unnecessary. 'And theca.se: was sent back, for trial. Now,,
what happened?: -I ani. riot attempting
to give you a technical description,. and
Iam not-pretending to: give the lan-
guage of the court, but Iam giving you
the substance of what the court did. ,
The Circuit Court-of the United States.
Judge- Goff presiding, said, .when, the
matter was brought before it: This ."•
court was of the opinion, and clearly of
the opinion that, under the, statutes of
IS6G. the; city of Richmond was iprohib-;
ited from interfering with the Southern
Bell Telephone :; and Telegraph: Com-
pany, but the Supreme Court has," said"
that there is absolutely: nothing in-:that
contention, and.' that :the interpretaion
of:the law .given; by this; court was .
wrong. There remains nothing but; the
consideration, of. .whether there are
rights under, the State laws orthe city
laws..--' -\u25a0\u0084-;\u25a0 ;.-::': :.;-.;;, ;;,-;-..;.- ;:;";-::>..

The Chair:Will counsel just allow,me
one moment? You-said you were not
certain, about these arid\u0084:I--
would-smuggest' that; the'-city- attorney:
is here and ne is well:informed on. the
matter and can correct you, if.neces-
sary. \ ;' ,_ "

\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0;.,..-:\u25a0;\u25a0-: :
\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0: Mr:Guigon :By no rnanrier of means. .
I:am as absolutely, clear about ;;these;
statements i:as ;of in;my life.'
IfIamomistakeninanyipoint, the City
Attorney;will;correctime.i; lam: equally
sure ithat 1before ;you gentlemen -finally•
act -in.thiS: matter you'wiirhearJfrbmi
the City Attorney fully.

:.-:\u25a0 The ;;Chair:?;The only reason Isug-
gested that the1City Attorney could:cor-
rect Syou/waS; that. I<;understood' you^to^
say; you /were-;not sure as. to that. '- .;; Mr.~. Guigon:; Judge; Golf /said: The'
balance Jof yourjcase |is ',-vvorthless.sand^
\ve fsustain\under^thelrullrigr;of ithe"'Su-1:preme." Cour t Jthe \conten tion? of the? de-]
fendant;^the Ccityftof5Richmond^They :
>tookiah (appealIto) thelClrcuit|CourtIof)
'AppJals^and|theJ,CircuitJCourt"6f

Hat Not the Way Most Artists Draw
..'\u25a0•jriicm.

'

.'".-:. (Harvey. Sutherland, in Ainslee's.)

"All spiders spin, but not 'all of vhem
spin, snares, ;those orbed and radiated
webo that We see pictured so many-times
and every time pictured- wrong. But -hat
only goes to show that the 10-ysiranimais
are:,not the only ones that possess instinct.
1 think it will be generally- agreed that
artists may be classed among the higher

:animals. At any rate,- their instinct
is to draw a thing,not.as -it is, but as it
appears to .man that doesn't know very
much 'about in;particular/ .So
he lays off^his" picture of a :spider's :web
witha pair of dividers, arid people marvel
at the spider's mathematical sense,; where-;
as, a spider "doesn't bother her head with
any such foolishness.

'
She puts her lines

where she thinks they will do the mo?t
"good regardless of-.their distance apart.: v
:\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'. "Here cflat^,:though; Ithink Ihave no-
ticed;, a-.- little ;improvement in artists.
They.have begun to notice- that: the spider.
always stands- head downward "in her.
,web,-r if.itbe :a,perpendicular one, and if
it.is horizontal;. hang

-
back downward,

ticme of these ilat^web spiders can"hardly
walk right.side ;up.;:. But the ;spider of;
art nwer has^more than siv legs, while'
the real spi'ler has eight, and the spider
of -art ;often! has -.three \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0, ofi"-the:
body, ;whileL:the real spider.; never has
more than two. ''\u25a0\u25a0. The head • andicliest :are
in one part,so :to speak.

~
There are their

eyes.^'from :fdur"'to eight in.number/and
disposed in.different patterns according
to^; their apolitical affiliations;'."their) jaws,
;whichworkVsideways, Instead of up -arid
down;;their

'
poison-bag:, and j.a]few. other

arrangements ;/and in the;;abdomen :-"or.
"the heart (aibanaria-'

shaped affair)ithe liver,the slit and tubes
\u25a0; do }duty •for liings, and v the %spiri-

nerets.i These last are vwarty-lookiris
affairs;

"
that.Jmay ;;;be. .spreads apart {\u25a0) arid

brought f together exactly -;like;the1thumb
arid,*- fingers /ofIthe hand."/.-, Each .wart "Js"
covered .iwitli.-vhuri'dreds vof little %\u25a0\u25a0hollow
hairs;* throughvwhlch is \ expressed ya}gnm-
jmy^liqiiid-that] turns; to}silk lAvhj-nUtfdridsr
MrsJS Spider-, 1slaps v her^ .spinnerets ibroad!
against ;tha wall:and;sticks iofast"i(l.fdon'tl
kiiowjhow)'!riianyjhundreds ?of "tflne^fila-j
ment^S?S.Theri"sshe;pull3f^vay?th~e?sp
,nerets and shirts them up; and air ofs those(CONTINUED ON PAGESTESW

fine filaments melt into one rope, in thick-
ness about .. one-five-thousandth of .an
inchl. Insect.-;' silk is a simple thread;
spiders' is compound."

\u25a0 '..'\u25a0\u25a0-
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SALEOFATiTOGRAPHS.
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\u25a0 \u25a0 •\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0:-\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 T- • . — - • '. - " -
Sonic :lJn'i>rcc'ctlentc«l Prices— s2f>o for

:v "Wnsliinprton Letter.

rj{Philedelphia Presa-Kopublican.)
"How much for Grover 'Cleveland? '

ftf
cents? -One dol!ar£-ar.d a lialf—two-
Three— four—five—five—five—five dollars—
five dollars— do I"hear sis—six Ihave-
six dollars '\u25a0— seven— seven— seven— seven
and a half—seven and a half— sold! 1

'

, Market value of the signature of Grover
Cleveland, one .time* President of .the
United:States, was sold yesterday at;s7.so. -

This occurred when collectors of;signa-
tures gathered to inspect the valuable col-
lection of autograph >letters and. historl-.I
cal documents belonging to the estate of
the late General William :S."

-
;Stryker,*; oi

Trenton, ;X.J., v,-hich v/ere. placed; on sa!e
at auction in this. city;at Davis & liar- )
vey's by Stan y.^lenkels," the auctioneer;"

Some unprecedented^ prices were\u25a0>;^pald.
by:the zealous dealers land collectors;
Shortly after; theisale, began in

'

'the after--
noonj;a. ripples;of excitement whs occa-t
sioned ;by;the bidding' >for an autographic \u25a0;

letter from Robert Burns,:for^ which aiie-i
presentative of.Dodd, ileade &. Co. paid
575.C0. '-M:,:;'

'

. .. -. i--w<- \u25a0 .':\u25a0, \u25a0"' -..\u25a0. -..;:,,-v-t\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 \\u25a0•^"William- I-.. Thulsrup^: of X«:w Yoric,\u25a0

paid;:J2SO for.'•Washington's letter, accus-}
ingShis \u25a0 -brother ;Charles -of intoxication;'
.whilejJoseph-A.-Sabiri.of New York.ithe ?
purch'aslngl agent,' for Pierpbnt Morgan.
William i^Havermeyer and the -1Vand>r-

-
bilts^ipaid $200 for General Washington's" -;
orderly^bbok; V-!> \u25a0\u25a0 .-" '/:.';!. -'C-..-":- \u25a0 ~J:<:\.:...'-?/; \u25a0"': :;•-;- \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0;-f\
. Thlmbuirsi great /"The>^SortieI
by^ttietGarr^h»b£>Gtb>iUtar;V>^a9-sacrlirt
ficed; for,5175;; the plucky;purchaser "Being r
Mr. Josenh'iM. Fox; oftthis icityji^ir^iy.;TheiStryker collection wasione;ioflthe'l
most fdmous;in the" country, andUncluded'many; signatures not idAmerica!' .'A;^letter7fronr Johhf Adamsif-was-knocked; ;downl;forss^^': to
while ;Dodd, Wead ;\u25a0'& '\u25a0\u25a0 Co. ,securecl^Maior •

\u25a0

txeneraljiliee's 3for *sS3.
>«fiia fay-i

ettt's letters averaged $4 a piece.

viOldiipapers ;,for -•sale at \u25a0:.\u25a0. the '^Dispatch '
'

Office.'at 15c. per hundred. "^SW

Ttc Pension JList ot Monte Carlo. , \u25a0 :
U-v: (May Ledger *Morithly.) ... •

;iilonte \u25a0\u25a0Carlo",cthe •most famous ganiol* )•
Ing place in the world, has a very curl-Ious pension,: list. Here are inscribed;"/
the=.names of :the men and women -.iwhotifShave. lost stheirl fortunes at tho 4 tables; !and who are allowed- small sums dally;"'
for.the rest; of their miserable lives'

'

This 7practice/ which was inausurate'd-^bvjrerc;a:!ano>in. his T-aternul care ;foir #
the fdecaves, is.also, being dropped . asthe pensionnaires die out. The ipe'nsioiisfll
now, paid •-.- -: \u25a0ra nge :. from :one dollar

-
£teAe-.ght :sdollars r atiday, •/•accordinsr to ,'ti*=> -

amount which has been lost at the \tables Mand the social ,position of the /feciptent:
For :instance". va_s tall Scotchman wno 'la

-
a i?familiar^ figure \u25a0 ? upon the Prbmena'cla 0
dcs ;tAhgiuis:. in.--'Nice, receives •;'tw'o--l6»! if~M(about eight:doi!ars)^per day;": ;^Hq.lost^savmillioh' andsa uuartcr;at roule'tto.l 1 .Ho

''
has -still a. small income, and tho^bankJ'.therefore."; considers: his pension." sufllclone".-tft keep :this broken vessel from cominsc
to the ground. Ifone icould;go throiigbjS
the .whoie'i list, what -a story mig-hcJ-bo'Ws
written anent "each irem!

*"
;There is no hope of the Casino *<b«jiri«r .closed— not -.-even' during rthe iaiimhi'lir^ip
butr if,peopled would only^ restrain* theirpassion iforVigamblins: for another .rtv«T -'
years.: as .they showed themselves ciTpii.sV
bleiof^',do!ng-: during 'the winter \.>r\'<&

'
a.R^..'ST. -the:dividend will cprne out zero.1?-5!ami the;bank\will be broken,;n6t in'oamo"!'?only, but. -_al3o.:iavdeod. ' \u25a0 1 '."

' '. "£?* f?ffi
American lauly to Wed Mitreoui. h':--r^<

:iXEW.:YOKKiApril-2*.—Miss:;Josoph:n<i '^
Bowen-'llblraan, of ImliaKapolls. ,a >la«shi^@
te.-.\oe,thei!at(:^ust!ce:;J. ?A. Hc.lrnan.tGf M
the-.'lndiana jSnpreme JCourt; \u25a0\u25a0mad a coa^tnlllofitheilate JConKrossim^jfAV. s. Holqv'n- --\u25a0
orglndianrtr*9aW*>te-nlkhr"that".thi»''r&DOTtlrS3
thatishu] was t

;«nsaKed to GusHelrao SStar-i^g.
cont,i the \u25a0inventor -of.wireless .teltjaTiiphy'??!
M'Sisner, Marconi ris .now ;on -his way to \u25a0

Kurop^, j»nd IX;is 'said ;that ;the vmair-iasu i|#
\u25a0will "be ill tho autumn. \u25a0 \'

. \u25a0

*
iit {(Ainaiee'a^Masualr.e.) ,_

•, >.
• "-'\u25a0- !'AH tremblini; is tho medow; r: - --

TAH crimson lssthe>rill.. - -
»
;>?^Siß„ Thft dead 1lie in:tho-valle-y:
'

t'^VZ
The dead lie

'
on,the .hilJ."

Ami on-" alda Is tho .victor, >
*"

<'
'Xhit cth«r ride.Ims'l&t^,^'.-^^^!

j^JTho wem.-n oC two- \ t'Dj>!e.«, \ •';^^^^
counting up tli»-;coat-*-'^-SiliS

rci;ider>.cos in Buffalo of $24. nnd JSO for
iiniitoii service.

" .
Mr. Ajlcn: How many calls dons that

cntitio reyfdenos to?
Genoj-al Meany:.Four hundred calls.
Mr. Pollock; WJiat is the lowest rato

rou havo to offer Ivichmond?*
General Mcnny: M'ghtoen dollars a'

year. Ithink,;; for residences, with a
limited number of calls.

Mr. Allen: That wonul not amount to
fisyililng;wo calculated that bo:'o:o. In
BaffAio you say it is -100?

'

General Mtany: Yos.'snv But in Bui-i
ialo' we adopted tho sliding sca3o of
/\u25a0.harpes for additional messages over the,;
jr-.mrantccd number o£ the original con- |
tract; it runs 'ro:n 7 cents down to 4 i
cents a message, according to the- number ]
ihat the tubscrilvjr *iake3 in «ixccss ot j
his original contract. , |

Mr.'\u25a0 Allen: Even at your; present rate— i
would give forty-eisht jneasases-

io a 'phone. j
General' Meany: It gives one and a

'
third messages per day. outward mes- I
iije?: no charges .'mad*?, of course, for
inward messages. \

-
\u25a0 .

Mr! -Mien: Does that take into calcu-
lation ihe extra .messages sent, too?

General Meany: We took into consider-
etjon there that, with the increased num-
1,-r of subscribers wo would secure in
the exchange, the volume of business
would grow, and we would bo able to
make it profitab'ft.

Allen: to you mean that the
rate for those residences was not more.. tb:m 524?

General Meany: Xo. sir; Isay that
:jsi3ie lowest rare: the lowest guarantee-

that is, we would not place a. telephone
.in;a custbnJer's house- unless he would
agree to Uike at least 400 messages a
Tear, for which wo would charge him
5-"*- . \u25a0 \u25a0

;>ir. Allen: Don't you think one and a
third messages a day for a house is a
very smaJl number to be allowed?

General Mtviny: Xo,Ithink not: but 1
•nrant to qualify my statement by this:
Thove are many residences which make
contracts with us for outward service
<:nl>\ ha-ving no inward service. It de-
pends entirely upon the demand o£ tuo

:. josidcTJt for service. In somo 'rcsideniHS
one.anQ one-thiru calls a day would 132
:\u25a0. low average. You will find in some
aveiasres. however, that the calls are not
in excess of that. That is proven t>y
the fact that there has been 110 charge
mace r.iminst their telephones lor \xccss
ir.tspag.es; and it seems to cover the
E:r.ount of service they want. •1 think it
is low, generally speaking-; yes, sir; but
it readies a class of people who want
to pay a lew rate for a small amount of
service.

>Jr. Alien: Ido not see what a tele-
plione, with only one and one- third rnes-
E-iges a day, would be worth to anybody.

General Meany: Of course, thatos g-oy-
. crned largely by your own personal ex-

perience. \u25a0

' \u25a0-''\u25a0'
Mr. Allen: You could not make your

marketiacrwitliY less than two or three
..n essnges. -.;; \u25a0 •

Gvtifral Meany: Well, we have made a j
study o* the average number of calls
n't every station in this country, and we
C-.T.1 r.rrh-e very accurately at what a fair j
arorare- would be for an exchange the
s:si- of Hfchmond. Ihave not that data
vv-nlime. Iwill get it,however, by our
n»i-t racft'nj:—based on experience in simi-
lar 3'laces.

Mr.AlVii: Well, without the data, we
krt.w. looking at it in a practical way,
that a •'phone, with one and a third mes-
5-a:-:s & cay would not amount to anv-'
H-ins 3'n a house.

>:-:-.or:U 2-ieany: My answer to that is
that, a cvt3t many people thinic differ

-
CR'Sy that take a contract of that kind j
.-r;.i :\u25a0.:\u25a0: satisfied vritli it. It would not \
Fsityou and it would not suit me, Tant j
;: doss-seem to fill the wants of a great l

many people.
Mr. Allen: They are very modest in

their wants. .
General Meany: Under this . new

schedule, which, we present, they can
have as many calls as they i>lease if

"they pay 3 cents a call.
Mr.Pollock: Do Iunderstand you that

your lowept rato in Richmond is ?1S?
General Meany: Yes, sir. Idid not

expect so entirely to so into details of
tills. Iam" spca3ving generally of the
results of this system from our expe-
rience in other States, and that is why
we are led to believe we would be sue-
cessfui with it here. As to tlie question

<^>f maximum rate, we are not prepared
to state now what we can furnish un-
liraked telephone service for io any one
in Richmond or anywhere else. Our ex-
perience hi the past has led us to be-lieve, that it is a pernicious system of
<-ha,rse. Our experience in the past hasled; -us to believe that it is not a proper
yystem- of charging. Our experience in
the past has led us to believe that under
that system the development of the tel-.
cphone busineps has been long defe:-red.
"We;:think this new method of charging
is the proper metliod, becaus-i it is "the
method tliat men aro in the habit of
following in all business maters. Ido
not know of• JUiy person, or corporation,
or government engaged in furnishing a
jiublicservice, tliiit willundertake to fur-
nish such, service for five, ten, twenty,
or thirty years in advance at a fixed
price. Ithink we can look some dis-
tance aliead. Ihope we can. Ifwe do
not do it wewill make some mistakes
in development, l>ut we are in no position
to-day to say what: will:be tlie cost of
labor in the telephone business. Seventy-
five per cent, of our gross income

—
and

an examination of the printed reports
of the companies will show that Iam
not far away— 7s per cent, of the cross
income, of the telephone companies of
the Bell system is expended in maintain-
ing and operating the plant. A very large
portion of that expenditure is for labor;
practically all of it is based upon the
\u25a0cost of labor— all that we buy. and all )
that we use.

"

Mr. Allen: Is riot that the' case with
cverj-thing that is produced?

Cf-neral Mearsy: Yes, sir; but Ido not ')
know of any one who is willingto say
what.will be tlie price of any commodity
In live y<-^.rs or ten years from now. I
don't know what it will be. V.'c do ex-
TT-ct tliat the price of labor will go up.
Ithas with us; but we think also that
ihe result of the development of the busi-
ness willplace us in position to keep in
close line with it, and hot be compelled
to increase our rates to meet that in-
<Ti.-;Lsed c-xpenditure; but.if .we aro not, .
end the exjxsndituro increases, we ex-
><--ct to charge a fair/and reasonable
Profit upon our investment and :for our
labor; and we do: not wish to place our-
sHlves in a position where we will be
B>rreeing to do a" thing tliat we cannot
<30. Ithink, liowever, .we- can look for-
ward with ieasonaJ3]e :certainty to the
charges for telephone service being re-:
daced, and not increased, in the future.
The liigliest price telephone service that
Ican bring to mind is tl:\» service in
v«ry small communities— places that haveW, 100, or 150 telephones— where the
faciJities for using the' telephones are \po meagre that almost ;any, price you *
pay for it is too much. Ido not think, :
liowover, that the ehaiges of the com-
I>2.Ries thatJi.ro operating large exchans'«s

'
\u25a0will ever get higher. Ithink they.v,m -,11 go, lower. . They are sping
cown in Uuffalo. That is the result. of
U-n years in Buffalo^ They aro going
down in Xew York, and they are likely
io come down in Richmond. This ques-
tion of i-at«s has been before a :great
Jnany of the legislatures of the different
KtattiH of tho United States.- Iiuive. had \u25a0• •

'lie pleasure of appearing before fifteen
*/t >;!xte<'n on this: question. -

and it. has
ncfji vdi-y exhaustively, studied," and tho
"Pinion luiK b<-eii,

4both-;4 both- ; of commit-ifc<*s .•iiidcommi^Hions appointed for the
I'urpose of examining' into tJiis question,
ihat to \u25a0underUiko to regulate rates for.
I'Jtphonfi Kcrvico at this-ftiihe would" be.. :
Tinreasoriitblo and -unfair,; .and", would' :
throttle thn development of the telephone '•
l'usin<-sa. The power, however/; to; regu- ,

Ja-to thtise rates, you have. Itis in the
3^gifila.Uire. juid:the; Legislatures.: as ;va '\u25a0.
JTJIe, act'when Uier^is^gooalreason for

\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 '.\u25a0\u25a0.'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-•-•;.. .-' \u25a0\u25a0; :-.:-. \u25a0\u25a0: -\u25a0-.•..\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0
". :-.-

\u25a0
\u25a0..'-. .-'; \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0V- ;\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0'

r^Kvnn hj}sbc^>he; ca.se With rail-Ir.V, 1' lani';S; rail™ad commissionsiia\oacte<]; practically, all th.^ states in

2iidOfh? te:ratcs 'if they be-
vy If,?0 nnd unreasonable,

cil £ ALT V S t(? Preseiit- tothoCoun-?, cm. *?,"»\u25a0 <>f raICS: H h:ls "Ot been
-s or

r alone;; it is not,a
spcclar plfeadinsr for this city, but. it ita. . scheaulov. or rates u> apply tv

c£ .Vf"^01",11 C;lrolin:1-
South Carolina,

S 8"1"' r lorl,oa.,and Alabama. We have
n ,, . -u»>- tho; exchanges . into classes.Iand prcparciTPchedules to lit those classes ;

Uml <Sr lJl at thCy wiU:m- J" Norfolk
v!w Uanla -

aml other.-clUea.lri the South,v .lero ye are tryintr to develop and mc-i;caso our business under these schedules,\u25a0\M>- imd-,ivo are successful- with the tele-phone customer; Of course. We have agreat many criticisms upon our rates, butS-nese. criticisms Ifind seldom come frommen who have used and do use the tole-
IKiono.. That has been my experience be-loro the legislative.bodies of New York.Jersey. Pennsylvania, and otherStates in the North, and States in the
V ,C:l^,

C:l^ rins the period of, attack upen
tele^iaph and telephone rates. We foundihat few of the people- whowere .paying
for telephone service- appeared there to
contest the rates we were charging. '"\u25a0 Ofcourse, every one likes to get "things as
cheap as he can; and We like to sellthem as cheap as \u25a0we can, commaiisurate
with fair profit. Other companies have
offered to do this business at lower rates
than wo have. The field is open to them
to do it. ifithey make a successful finan-
cial basis they will succeed in getting
the business. Ifthey do not,Ithink you
should bo satisfied that there is some
ono here to do it. The history of tele-
phone rates has been thoroughly analyzed,'
and you will find that- we have had as
much experience as any one in that field.
The rates of the Bell Company, so-call-
ed, charged -in 'the infancy of this bus!-,
ness, were as low, ancl inmost instances
very much lower, than thg, rates now
charged by competing companies. Vvre
found that we could furnish a certain kind
of business for these rates. Jt was not what
the people wanted: they were not satis-

| fied with it. and they didn't want it at
;any price. That was our experience with

very low rates. 'Without drawing any
1 parallel between the quality of the ser-
1 vice that the competing company is ren-
itiering and ours. lain just stating: that

the quality of the service we rendered
was very inefficient. .We are prepared
to go into details of the rates we have
here for Richmond at any time youwish
to take them .up. and go into the mntter
fully. They arc subject to the closest
scrutiny and criticism. Ifyou can find
some one. who will give .us some, more

• light on the subject, and will help us to.
mal:o out a belter.: schedule, we will.'of
course, be glad to consult them. The
schedule of rates prepared for Richmond
:v.ra.s prepared to go into effect August
1, ICOO. That is the date that was fixed
;for the schedule to go into .effect .through-
;out the South. There are; upwards of
!thirty different kinds, of rates offered to
itho. telephone user in the city of Rich-

\u25a0 mond. :running from SG a month to-Sla'
month; and then a combination by which
two or more people can get lower rates—
a combination by which two persons oc- j
cupying the same office or adjoining of-
fices, and not wishing two telephones,
can make a combination by which they
can reduce that rate of ?G apiece, and
make it S4 apiece for the two making
the combination.

Xow we have gone all over that ques-
tion of fixinga system of rates that will
reach the person who wants the telephone
service. Unless we can' come to Rich-
mond and increase our number of custo-
mers hereto 3,'>30 or 4.000 telephones, we
do not look for large results in the sched"
ule. Itwill take a large number of cus-
tomers to create a sufficient volume of
liusinesc t0...-make it pay. We think, we
can do it.and we think it is a fair sched-
ule of rates. We are -willingto bind our-,
selves not to change that schedule for a
period of five, years, and' make a contract
with any \u25a0customer for that period of
lime. We will take that chance. We are
..willing, further than that, to have incor-porated in:that ordinance a provision
that the rates charged for telephone ser-
vice inRichmond willnot be greater thanthe rates for similar service in cities ap-
proximating the population of Richmond.
Iuimk that Uie city should be satisfied
to be on the same line and be dealt within the same way as other cities. Ishould
think that, if we did not deal with you
fairly, we would not have very much busi-ness anywhere.

We are willing,as Isay, to put an un-derground plant in—bind ourselves to in-
stall a modern exchange and underground
piant in certain prescribed limit's of the
city that you gentlemen willdefine;, and
deposit- in the hands of your City Trea-surer bonds of your own State to" be for-
feited in cjisc that plant is not completed
withina year. We will keep our promise,
or forfeit a large sum of money for not
doing sc. ;

Mr. Pollock: What would it cost to In-
stall that exchange?

Mr. ZNleany: Ishould say J230.600.
Mr. Mosby: What revenue would the

city denvf per year?
General Meany: The city would derive

from taxes on gross receipts. T figure out,
about ?jO,OOO a year. Of course, whereyou would lose on the number of poles
taken down— which would probably be
CO per cent, of tho whole number in the
city—your tax on gross receipts would
many times pay the- difference. '-.. .

Mr. Mills:. At the completion of your
franchise, what disposition do you pro-
pose to make of the plant?

General Meany: That question occurred
to me to-day, Mr. Mills,and Iwould like
to;hold, that in abeyance for the present.
ItJs not altogdher a new question tome'; but it struck me more: forcibly to- \u25a0;\u25a0
dty, and Iwould like to look into it more
fully.. Ihave no doubt., you .have your
views as to what should be done with it,;
and Iwant to see ifwe cannot harmonize
our vi<!ws on that point.
Mr. King- What would be the capital-

ization of your company in this city?
"Would ;5200,0D0 represent the entire capi-
talization? : ... . .

General Meany: • The Southern Keil
Telephone 11 Company, operating in seven
Southern States,- has a capitalization or
$1,900,OM;-: Ithas n debt now -contracted
during the last four, years of \u25a0 $2,C0O,00O,

"
represented by the building of new
plants nnd the new toil lines; throughout-
the South. There is ;absolutely not ono
drop of water of any.; kind in the- South-
ern Bell Telephone and j Telegraph Com-
pany's "stock or bonds. To ;prove :that
statement, \u25a0• any broker in >Tev>- York or'
elsewhere, "who deals \in telephone securi-
ties,- can give you all that information. ,.;;Mr. Pollock: Idon't know whether it
is a proper question or not, but do! you;,
min<s telling what dividends have" been
declared on that stock?

'
N .-..-

:_ General Meany:- The Southern .801lTel- .
,'ophono. Company has. not declared, any-
dividends in the last three years. Its
average" dividends, in .the past' twelve., or
•fifteen- years—lhave, tho"- matter.* \u25a0well In
mind, because Icollected data to" go;.be-
fore-the Railroad" Commission of •Korth;

Carolina— was less than'S per cent. .
:

Mr. Mills': Is that schedule; of rates
that: you have there, ;and- which.'was'
published . in 1200, _. the only.^orie you
offer now for Richmond?. 5

"
"..:.\u25a0\u25a0 .

General Meany: Yes, sir. . •
'

\u25a0Mr. Mills: 'And*according- .that
schodulG.' the riVaxinium. charge is ;$72?-

(lener.'il Meany: $G;a;month,;yes, sir;!
it- is equals to the same equipment, they/
have in-Mew.York; \u25a0;

''-' ' .- . \u25a0
;;

'

:Mr.Mills: ;Does that include thelong.
distance? ••; ' "

\u25a0\u25a0
A '" .. .

\u25a0"'.': General Meany: "No, sir; .the. charg-ei
;is for,local service.'; , J" t

\u25a0 ; .';
: .Mi1."Mills:> But the same; 'phone can
be used? : .'\u25a0'.'! V -.

'
'\u25a0 y:

' - /--
Meany: Oh, yes;;; any 'phone!

we put in canibe.tised equally as well;
foritheTorigidistance;, service.- -We will-
make the plant inTiichmorul; one of;tHe"

\u25a0terminals :for- the longdistance -system^
;;It'is:lK)tlSC);nO\V.>

'
/ vl\ir. juiig:;js ;jt;proposed to -make
Jt the/full metallic circuit? •\u25a0"\u25a0•' :J - :
:. General ;Meaiiy:;yes^air; -fullmetallic
jclrcuit,: and -Avitlv the ;

latest- safety^ de-
:•vices? that we;know of. ",

' -
General Meany :\[|offer"this: schedule

of rates with .every feeling .that it;isa proper one for \u25a0 the business ;commu-
nity.of this city. .Ifit is not.-our enter-prise falls and" our is
thrown away. ;: .;\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0.-'

'
'/; . . -; '\u25a0-\u25a0\u0084 \u25a0'\u25a0'\u25a0-\u25a0

;Mr. Mosby: as that schedule of rates
been adopted in any other section of
this State?;' - \-' . \ : .

1~. General Meany: \u25a0 Yes, sir; we have a
schedule based upon ;the -population.
•Lynchburg.-.\u25a0-Petersburg,-; and so. on.' We
have .schedules :--for vSavannah, '\u25a0-.and for
sinaler ciLies. .This ;schedufe ris some-
what lower than the schedule for At-J

lanta-Ga.r by reason of the: fact:. that
there /is; no charge made" in this
schedule for'mileage of lines.

-
: .

Mr. Mosby:: That schedule is lower
than the schedule now in use in At-

Uanta?
"

:\u25a0\u25a0>-\u25a0
General Meany:' Yes, sir; as there isno charge for extra mileage of lines.

There is a provision here for two miles
from the central office,that these rates
will,apply; but <I am perfectly, willing
to have-that changed to'apply to thepresent corporate limits of the State.
That is one of the things that!Iun-
derstood was very unsatisfactory! here
.to.: many of the people^-the* mileage
chargo— and the area of your ;city.1is
not so great for your population.' A
:good many, other cities :\u25a0 with less popu-
lation have a. much larger area, and we
are perfectly .willing to .make .thatchange i nour ordinance to provide
that there, will not be any charge formileage" in the city of Richmond. We
thought we were practically/ doing- that
in this ordinance. "\u25a0'\u25a0

Mr. Allen:. You have done that. I
do not think the city-is over three
and half miles long, is it Colonel? A
radius of two miles will practically
cover the corporate imits of Richmond,:
will it not?

Colonel. Cutshaw: .Yes;, a radius of
two-will make a diameter, of four. The
area is between five and six square
miles.

Mr."Allen: What is the length of the
city?-; \. . .:. <\u25a0 . - \\u25a0\u25a0 •

\u25a0- \u0084 \u25a0;. \u25a0 .:
Colonel Cutshaw: About five miles.
Mr.Allen: Then a radius of two.miles"

will practically cover it.Itis not over
a mile on the average. \u25a0>

. General Meany: We had "in"view that
this would cover it. If not, we will
have the ordinance to provide for it.

Mr. Allen: That will'practieally cover
It.

-- '
\u25a0 . . - ' _ , .. ' .

General Meany: Ithink, gentlemen,
that is a brief presentation of our case.
Iam hei-e to give any information that
is in my.power.

Mr. Mills: I-notice that in section 1,
line yip. you want 'the condut system
to be bounded on the north by. the
north "side, of- Bi-oad street. Would
that .necessitate the erection '< of poles
on the"north side of Broad-street?

\u25a0:General Meany: As Iremember it,I
took these boundaries from the ordi-
nance: this committee reported favor-:
ably some four years ago for the
American Bell Telephone and Tele-
graph Company. Ifyou think.the un-
derground district should be extended,
it is largely an engineering problem;
probably we are willingto_ meet you
on that. We are willing to, extend it
beyond Broad street, and go beyond
the Jefferson Hotel, "to the' other side of
the park, but, as Iremember it, these
boundaries a.re based on the ordinance
you passed in IS9s—the general under-
ground ordinance. We meant to meet
your views as to how much under-
ground we should put in.
, Mr. Allen: All that will come in the
details to be discussed when the ordi-
nance comes up. . ,y-

Mr. Mills: Ijust asked for informa-
tion; Ido. not want to see any poles
go up on Broad street..

General Meany:.Iam ready, gentle-
men, to have'you take up with me any
details.

MrlAllen: Ihad intended to reply to
the representative of the Southern Bell
Telephone and Telegraph Company, but
Isee now that all these questions will
come up in the discussion of the ordi-
nance and Ishall reserve :my reply un-:
til .then, as the matters willha.ye to be
considered seriatim, 'and we -will all
have to present our views at that time.
We cannot go into any general discus-
sion now, and there is no use in doing
it. in fact, until we can act on the
ordinance itself. We generally go to
supper here .about 7 half-past ": seven
o'clock, so if it is the pleasure of this
committee to go into this question to-
night, Imove that we adjourn until
half-past S o'clock.

Mr. Mosby: Ihope that motion "will
not prevail. Ithink it is due to Cap-
tain Guigon that he should be heard
now on behalf of his company.

At > this point . the committee ad-
journed to meet again at S:3O o'clock.

The. committee was. called to order
after supper at 5:45 P. M. bj^ Chairman
Allen. \u25a0

•
'

Mr.:Pollock: Imove that Captain
Guigon be heard.

Motion carried.
Captain Guigon: As my predecessor

failed to read from any of his data, ex-
cept the very briefest extracts, Ido
not know what the danger of.. these
data- may be. I'would have liked it if
he had read more, at length, because it
would have give nthis committee light
on a ;.^reat many matters that, Itake
it. they would be glad to be: informed
of.. Certain it is that it would have

'

afforded me, as the of
the oppoinsg interest, some'informa-
tion upon which Iwould have been,
able .to more .satisfactorily base the
argument Ishallmake. Iha.ye some
data,' however, and with every dis-
position to facilitate this work to-night
and to spare you! will bs at pains to
read you. with^your permission, a good
deal of mine.Now, before

't go into this
discussion, Mr. Chairman, -which I
think is one of great moment; to-this
community, as well as to the; parties in
interest, want to preface .what Ihave
to say in- the way, of criticism or con-
demnation of the company, which my
distinguished friend so ably represents,
by a very: earnest and emphatic
surance to him and: to this committee,
that whatever Imay say must not be
considered as personal to him. I;join
with the chairman of this committee
in assuring the other members of it
that there is no man, Itake it,within
the. range of this /gentleman's ac-
quaintance who more.enjoys his social
side, than I;who ..more- appreciates the
very perfect Chesterfieidian considera-
tion which he has always shown me,
and so, itvis with real regret that I
shall say anything, [if.Ido say. any-
thing which may sera haresh to '•

thecompany -he represents. ... Iwish/ that
he were on my;side" of:this matter in-
stead of on the opposing 'side,1,which ;l
must .attack. .-With that preface,. Mr.
Chairman, Iwant to start at, what
seems to me to be, the beginning. A
there is a: true, though humble, adage
which says, "You.may:judge the future-.
hy the past," it seems proper that" the
consideration of this matter should be-,
gin with a little recital of history,-
which, may be fresh in the minds of
some of.jycu, but which .some }of :you
may "have forgotten

'
and ;some •'of •you

maynci :icnow anything'at all. I;do
:reniember the exact date the -.franchise
of the .Boll;Company, in this city,:wo s
granted, ,but;ltlriikit was about ISSO,
orjprobably :before .that. ': Itjwas gi^en
substantially: in these term's/ It.was
no tlimited as to time:nor as to rate,
,except .there was. a' qUialificat ion"/that
the: Council could repeal the" franchise,":
the said appeal to take! effect .twelve '\u25a0
mohthsjafter the date;of the. action; of =
"the.;Council. In December, '1594,- ifj"i:
mistake :not;1;the =Council,took? that- ac- "";

.tion'.I'-.'.lt:is probably not •within the dis-
tinct recollection;; of many Tmerhbers^ofithis committee ,why the; frarichisedof'
the ,Bell \u0084C6mpany Avas|recalled ;and r,it:
s sproper.

'
that iyou should :be •refriirided

;of?it.
;;iiThe,Chamber of-\u25a0; Commerce/ of-(your
cityJltbokCaction, as ,the^representative

;of:ithe; business ;::interests;: of.Tthfej'cbm-1
muity.?and^requested;latsthevliandsTofi
this jCouncil^that ".the •franchise^of^thef:Bell.Company;should,be;repealed ;

QhLte;<niouna:that ;it'hal\ failed \and.ifefuseal to \u25a0


