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WANTED, A CANDIDATE.

The Republicans will hold their con-
vention for the nomination of a State
“ticker, =nd the adoption of a platform
1t Roanoke on -Wednesday-

We 2ll know what their platform will

pe. It will endorse the administration
»f President McKinley, rejoice in the suc-
ress of our arms and the expansion of
pur territory, claim credit for the party
for the business activity that has pre-
vailed, etc.
: In the matter of State issues, the Con-
stitutional Convention will come in fot
1ts chief attention. Frauds upon the bal-
lot yvilj be denounced, and indignation will
pe expressed at the purpose of the con-
rention 1o disfranchise tens of thou-
sands of voters.. ;

We expect to see these resolutions so
shrased as to try to make the Demo-
sratic party appear as the enemy of the
poor white man, whereas—as Sam Wil
fams expressed it—it is our duty {and
should be our determination) to see to it
that the white man is not put upon
the level of the negro in the matter of
suflrage!

Politically speaking, we cannot blame
- +he Republicans for making the most
»f the present situation. Of course.
they wiil paint our purposes in the most
dideous color, and we shall have to bear
:heir misrepresentations as best we may,
411 the new suffrage article is adopied by
he Constitutional Convention, and be-
:omes its own defender and advocate.
Sever conspicuous for modesty, the Vir-
sinia Republicans—who to the number of
6,000 voted for the monstrous disfran-
shising clauses of the Underwood Ceon-
atitution—will not hesitate to avail them-
ielves of the uncertainty now prevailing
rith roespect to the scope of the pro-
josed suffrage restriction.

A platform the Republicans will bs
Wle to produce easily enough. What they
nost need is a gubernatorial candidate.
They prefer Mr. Yost, or Judge Lewis,
"o serve them in that capacity. Both
wositively decline; but the outlook is that
me or the other may be forced to “ac-
iept the honor.,” Already a number of
lelegations have said that they are go-
ng to pay no attention to Judge Lewis's
teclination; that they intend he shall be
jominated and be . “made’” 1o serve,
-“frhether or no- In short, they purpose
~ sutting a ‘‘pressure” upon Judge Lewis
o make him accept. On the other hand,
~ ve have seen a publication to the effect
~ hat Judge ILewis says he would con-
- idér it an insult to him if his name were
“ablished after his emphatic declination
o allow it to be done. Lewis and Yost
- oth fajling them, it is considered proba-
ge that -the Roanoke convention will

ominate J. Hampton Hoge.

- It is not for us lo advise our opponents
* shich candidate to tuke; which to avoid.
“Zone can be elected. The record of the
~lepublican party in Virginia is too as-
_ailable to be salved by the best man
“ hev can draft into their services.

In the first place, the Constitutional
" sonvention is not going to put the poor
_rhite man on a lcvel with the negro,
~:nd the people of Virginia are *not”
'_T;_o!ng to forget who those voters were
“tho cast 86,000 votes for tie gisfran-
“hising clauses of the Underwood Con-
“Aitution!

~

THE JOHNNY CAKE.
Qur learned and appreciative friend
£ the Montgomery, Ala., Advertiser ex-
"‘.feam his pleasure upon reading the
‘fispatch’s article on the subject of
“Juas’in’ ”’ ears end open fireplaces; but
“f.surprised that we omitted all reference
#® Johnny cake in our enumeration of
~3e¢ excellent things belonging to the old-
@e cuisine—so to speak.
'-E\’L'e plead not guilty of any malicious
=arpose to ignore the esteemed Johnny
:;.'?ke, but, really, we did not know an
“pen fire was necessary 10 cook it prop-
ly. Our reoollections of the old Aunt’
“Winah “‘chefs” of the country, and of
: ;’le accomplished soldier-cooks whom we
“new in the Confederats army, was that
“ey cooked the Johnny cake either in
'?;trylnx-pan or a skillet. But we are
~#vised by high suthority that though -
- Jwue spurious Johnny cakes, so baked,
. ey have found acceptance with the vo-
 siclous put undiscriminating youth of
PW mentioned, the real Johnny
must be baked or toasted on a
Bst.on its edge before an open fire.
Quantity of corn-meal ghould be

S TS e

_mived with water or milk, seaspned with
salt. well stirred, and then the dough
shonld be spread thinly over the ‘hoard
aforesaid.. In some cases a small plece of.
butter is used in the segsoning; but we
doubt if it was “so in the original.’” The
Johnny cake had its origin in the negro
cabin, where bacon grease was much,
more likely to be found than butter.
And it has been asserted confidently that

ne hut a negro can make a faultless
ohnny cake. Yet, up in New England
white folks are not only undertaking to
mix and bake Johnny cake, but actual-
ly they have added, as a new ingredient,
mashed pumpkin.

We find the Century
Joel Barlow in Hasty

Dictlonary citing
Pudding, saying:

Some talk of hoe-cake, fair Virginia's
pride;
Rich Juhnny cake this mouth has often
tried.
Both plcase me well, thelr virtues much
the same, 2

Alike their fabric, as allied their fame,
Except in dear New England, where the

last

Receives a dash of pumpkin in the

paste.

So much for the Johnny cake, which
is good enough, but was never SO popu-
lar in the Army of Northern Virginia as
the *‘slap-dash.’ The latter was cooked
in a.frying-pan; browned on both sides,
and some experts could toss it out of the
pan ten feet in the air and catch it in
the pan as it came down on ‘tother
side. It made a delightful meal for hun-
gry men and is very affectionately re-
membered by many who now have better
food but far less appetite than they had
then.

The etymelogy of Johnny caKe we do
not certainly know. The name, We be-
lieve, is of Afro-American origin.

Jome investigators have tried to make
it nhr:ear that ‘“Johnny’” is a corruption
of “journey,’”” but we have not seen the
evidence upon which they rely. Mr J. S.
B. Abbott, in his life of Daniel Boone,
accepts that explanation.

But for its antedating ‘the civil war,”
we might guess that it was a name given
by the *“Yanks” to the appetizing corn-
meal cakes baked by the “Johnnies’’; but
it preceded the “Johnnies” by many
decades.

In some parts of England “Johnny” is
a slang term for a dandy, or a masher,
and it may be possible to trace the name
back to that source. Certain we are that
the “Johnny cake” Is dandy, and in
the way of winning juvenile hearts it is
2 “masher,” too.

The most we know is. that Johnny cake
was a favorite bread in the negro cabins,
and was not despised in the ‘‘great
house” (‘‘gret’us’), where the negress
cooks often made it to the delight of

their masters’ children.

2

Croker is reportea to be learning tc
play gelf in England, and the New York
World pictorially suggests it is with a
view to his clearing the anti-Tammany
bunker, if possible. The question is, Will
he do it? He has answered in the af-
firmative by results heretofore. He may
do so in the future. We are no apologist
for Tammany, but we like it for the
Republican enemies it makes.

—_— e ——

IN A GLASS HGUSE.

Ve have no sympathy with Lord Kitch-
ener's ‘‘devastation’” policy In South
Africa. None the less after the remarks
made in defense thereof in the British
House of Commons a few days ago by
Mr. Chamberlain, we think it would be
becoming in the northern papers that
have attacked it so vigorously to let
up a little in their criticism.

Mr. Chamberlain justified the Kitch-
ener method by showing that there was
American precedent for it in certain
campaigns of Generals Sheridan and
Sherman, and stated what is a fact
that the devastation being wrought under
the hero of Omdurman was nothing
compared with the wreck, ruin, and
suffering left in the track of the two
American generals. =

Mr. Chamberlain also plucked the nettle
from American criticism of British
threats to deport the Boer leaders when
he referred to the American policy in the
Philippines. And, as has been suggested,
he might have gotten even with our
ncrthern contemporaries, who are crying
out against the ‘‘atrocity” of arming the
natives zagainst the Boers, by reminding
them of the course of the United States
Government during the war between the
States in arming 200,000 negroes against
the southern whites.

No, we have no sympaths with the “ex-
! treme measures” of Kitchener in South
Africa; but as regards such measures
history has put the north in a glass
house and it can ill afford to throw
stones at the British.

Why
provide conductors with some means of
wiping off the car-seats after they have
been wet by showers? This, at first
thought, appears to be a small matter,
but it concerns the comfort of thousands
of people in such weather as we have
been having of late.

WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?

Our esteemed contemporary, the Roa-
noke Evening World, refers to ‘‘the
promisa of the Democratic party that
no white voter shall be- disfranchised.”
No such promise was ever made.—Nor-
folk Landmark.

The Democratic convention that brought
the Constitutional Convention into exis-
tence dedlared as its sense that ‘in
framing a new Constitution, no effort
should be made to disfranchise any citi-
zen of Virginia who had a right to vote
prior to 1861, nor the descendants of any
such person.” What does that mean? 1t
strikes us that between the wording of
the party deliverance on the subject and
the World's paraphrass thereof, so 1o
speak, we have a case of simply ‘“‘a
distinction without a difference.”

= DISMISS 1IT.

The proposition that the Council re-
quire the Carnival Association to give
a damage bond in the sum of $25,000
should be dismissed without further ado.
It is a pity that it was ever broached,
seeing that aside from being calculated
to discourage the workers in the inter-
est of the Carnival tlere is danger of its
having the effect of advertising Richmond
as not being in sympathy with those
ibe prospective ‘great free falr" is design-
ed principally to attract.

It cannot but tend to produce a bad
jmpression among our country friends,
and cause them to ask the. question
whether there is in the city the public
spirit which will insure them a truly.
pleasant and profitable time, and a hos-
pitable reception during Carnival week.
~ So we say to the city fathers, dismiss
the matter, and bury it out -of sight
summarlly. ’

ke

don’t the street-car companies

a

| DIG CONVENTIONS. -
The Petersburg Index-Appeal argu
ably and eloquently- in favor of smaller
‘State conventions of the Demccrat-lc‘par;;
ty In Virginia. i

A reform in that matter is needed, and
the opportunity to make it mow pre- .
sents itself. Hereafter we are to nom-
inate State officers by primary electlons
and the demand for places as deiegates
will be vastly less than formerly.

Our State convention {n a guberna-
torial election vear will have no nom-
inations to make; its sole duty will be
to adopt -a party platform and clect
chairman and members of the State Com-
mittee, and that may be done better by
a few hundred men than by 1,500.

We don't know how delegates to the
National Democratic convention are to
be chosen—possibly by a State convention.
It éo, a convention of moderate size can
be called to do that work.

It would seem that the primary elec-
tion system adopted at Norfolk will put
an end to whopping big conventions of
our party. -

Pt e ————

OUR DUTY IN COLOMBIA.

The report that Germany coniemplates
sending cruisers to the Caribbean Sea,
and the covert suggestions in certain
British and French jingo journals that
the Colombian outlook may develop an
opportunity for testing the Monroe Doc-
trine, should stimulate this country to
act quickly and decisively under Its
treaty with Colombia.

In the final interpretation of the trea-
ty—and as we have interpreted it prac-
tically on several occasions—the United
States are obligated to preserve the
neutrality of the isthmus, so far as tran-
sit across it is concerned, and jnsure un-
interrupted traffic from sea to sea.
Further, we guarantee Colombia’s rights
of sovereignty over the territory.

As yet there is no evidence that con-
ditions are such that we shall-have to
make good the sovereignty guarantee;
but it seems clear that the situation
calls for our interference in fultilment
of our ‘‘police’” obligations.

As we have stated heretofore in dis-
cussing this subject, it is a question
whether our land grabbing venture on
the other face of the globe has not de-
prived us of all right to expect I u-
ropean nations to recognize the Monroe
Doctrine. In violating that doctrine
ourselves, we relinquished, in the eyes of
the world, the right to appeal to it, and
invited its violation also by the nations
which by our dictum we made parues
of the second part to the ‘‘compact.”

But we did not relinquish our right to
pursue a course which, aside from be-
ing imposed by our treaty, would safe-
guard foreign as well as our own in-
terests, would insure us the respect of
Europe, and would tend to eliminate all
excuse for action of foreign Powers that
would lead to friction and entangle-
ments.

The course these considerations dictate
ceems to be a repetition of that pur-
sued in 18%5, and all the facts point to
the conclusion that we should lose no
time in taking hold of the matter with
a.firm hand. The longer action is delayed
the greater the chances of the trouble’s
growing in formidableness, and becoming
complicated with outside issues, which
may raise serious questions between this
Government and TEuropesn nations.
Moreover the greater the danger of its
exciting the jingo spirit in this country
with the inevitable result of unsettling
business. The wise policy is to address
ourselves to controlling the storm be-
fore it sweceps beyvond the sphere of our
acknowledged province of interference,
and before it shall have gathered a
force that might prove a disturbing in-
fluence throughout this country.

The five-million-dollar  shovel-works
trust, now being formed, is, of course,
for the purpose of scooping in money.

The Democrats of Virginia have nomi-
nated General Montague for Governor.
Wonder what he knows about th2 house
of the Capulets?—Ohio State Journal.

Why, he knows, of course, that
members are in
* = * “That same ancient vault,
“Where all the kindred of the Capulets

lie.””

its

The price of prunes is advancing, alorg
with that of potatoes, it appears. The
quotations on prisms remain unchanged,
so far as we are aware.
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Congreotulations.
(Hampton Monitor.)

To Hon. Andrew Jackson Montague, to
Hon. Joseph E. Willard, and to Hon, Wil-
fiam A. Anderson, as the nominees of the
Norfolk convention for the three highest
executive offices in the Cld Dominion, we
extend our heartiest congratulations,
They having been chosen unanimously at
a harmonious gathering, and having re-
ceived the hearty endorsement of all Dem-
ocrats, what more could the nominees
ask or desire? We may, therefore, lift
our hats to them as the next Governor,
Lieutenant-Governor, and Attorney-Gen-
eral, respectively, of the State.

Congratulations, morcover, to the de-
feated candidates for the graceful manner
in which they accepted defeat and arose
to the demands of party loyalty.

Congratulations are due, also, to the
party for re-electing Chairman J. Tay-
lor Ellyson, who so well deserves this
honor, as one of the truest and most
loyal Democrats, and one who has done
as much for the party in Virginia as any
other man.

To the party, also, in having brought
about such a harmonious spirit of good-
fellowship throughout the rank and file
of its unterrified yet divided forces.

It is needless for us to say who and
what these honored are. The campaign
just closed has enlisted so much inter-
est and attention in regard to these gen-
tlemen as to thoroughly identify them
with the public mind.

Overhenrd on the Links.
How do you like this new golf sult of
mine?
Fits you to a tee.

Mizht Have Been Worse.

I notice that the fellow who contracted
to pay $40,000 for a valuable collection
ofrtf)i{;i's ;3ggs so?'xe woman had spent
a lifetime in securing, bro i
Reteeoe ng, broke his contract

‘Well, that isn’t quite as disastrous as
it ;vould have been if he had broken the
€88S.

Endorsed.

Have ydu read the article in this maga-
zln_e on ‘“the Decline of Modern Poetry?’”

No, I haven't read it, but I reckon the
author is right about it; I notice that
everything in that line I *send to the
papers is declined.

How Could It?

Mother: Reading a story to her children.
Thg day was perfect; “‘as it broke through
m;‘r misté of dawn—'' \

eddie: If it broke, Ma, how
Sy ) o could it

A Medicnl Scientists.

Doctor:

You can rely on it that the

medicine T am about to give you will
“insure satisfactory result. =~ = :

Patient: You are sure of that,
you, Doctor? e :

Doctor:. Haven't a doubt 6f it. You
see, if it cures you will be satisfied; and
if it dqesn’'t, I will be satisfled that you
haven't’ the disease the medicine Is” pre-
scribed to cure.

are

The Young Iden in New York.

S. 8. Teacher: Of course you all know
who George Washington was? ;

Chorus of Voices: He was the Father
of our Country!

Small boy in the background: But he
wasn’t the father of our city; that’s
Dick Croker.

An Unlooked-for Catch.

Funny taste that of Miss Withers In
ith’? matter of her engagement ring, wasn't
t?

In what particular?

Why, when that stranger came 2along
and engaged himself to her, she told
him that if it didn’t make any difference
to him she’d like to have the engage-
ment ring made of onyx; so onyx-pectéd,
you know. :

oy TT—T—

A Neighborhood Habit.
There goes your neighbor, Miss Tooner;
they say she is quite a musician.
So they say.
What does she play on?
The patience of her neighbors, mostly.

i

Of Course, He Was.
By small offences I am not
In general perturbed,
‘And often at discourteous acts
I have my rancor curbed.

But when her father came last night—
At twelve o'clock about,
And cut our interview, I own

That I was quite put out.
—»———

Not Long to Wait.

The hours had continued to wax and
wane since his coming, and yet he lingered
and elaborated on his hopes and ambi-
tions in life. Pausing to take breath a
moment, he remarked:

4] hope I may yet live to se
day__v'

“Oh, I sguess you will
rupted; ‘you won't have
to wait.”

e the

she inter-
many minutes

——

The Police Uniform.
(Rochester Herald.)

‘A Chicago policeman was enabled to
catch a thief by donning & silk hat and
swallow-tailed coat. We have always
thought that our policemen were Aressed
too conspicuously to be eifectx\ic.

S e e

PUBLIC AGCOUNTS.

Suggestion for the Benefit of the
Constiutional Convention.

To the Editor of the Dispatch:

It bas long been a recognized fit"t
among those who have given the matter
any tiought or have had sufficient pr;lcz
tical experience to appreciate 1t_, tha
the system of clerical account. keeping
now in vogue in the State, county, ang
city governments, are sadly deficient an
tncomplete. That the Legislature appre-
ciated the failure of the present system 1s
evidenced by the partjal passage og wt}a.t
is known as the travelling auditor's bill.

If T am not mistaken, this bill was in-
troduced by Senator Glass and passgd
by the Senate and was only defeated in
the lower house, by the most vigorous
opposition.

While the travelling
was in my opinion a ste
direction, and would have done a great
deal of good, stiil I do not believe tl_m.t
it was sufficlently broad to accomplish
the best results.

The State of Missourl probably has the
best system of keeping public jaccounts
of any State in the union and I take ad-
vantage of your columns to suggest to
our Constitutional Convention an inves-
tigation of the Missourl plan with a view
to adopting whatever is good in it, that
can be successfully applied to our condi-
tions.

The plan briefly outlined carries with
it the creation of a new department,
which is known as the “Department of
Public Examination.”

The chief of this department shall be
an experienced accountant and is elected
by the Legislature to serve for four
years.

He is charged with the duty of devising
and putting into practical operation a
thorough and complete system of keep-
ing accounts for all State, county, and
city officials, who handle public monies,
so that reports made by public officers
are full and uniform, thus enabling the
reports to be tabulated and published in
the shape of statistical information that
will give a complete exhibit of the con-
dition of all State institutions and State
finances as weil as show the condition
of city and county finances.

When such a system is inaugurated,
the department is charged with the duty
of examining and checking up regularly
once a vear of the State Auditor’s, Treas-
urer, Secretary of the Commonwealth,
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Superintendent of the Penitentiary, and
all schools, colleges, universities, and
asylums that receive donations of public
money. And at irregular intervals when-
ever it is deemed necessary to do so it
will examine all county and city officials,
wha receive and disburse public funds.

In addition to the above the department
receives regular reports from all State
banking institutions and insurance com-
panies authorized to do business in the
State and when it is deemed necessary
to do so, it is authorized to examine and
report. upon such institutions.

The result of the department’s work
is reported to the Governor and Legisla-
ture and makes a complete, thorough,
and authentic expose of the financial
status of every public institution in which
the State itself, or the people at large
are interested.

The department is supported directly
out of the pubiic treasury, but it col-
lects and turns into the treasury such
fees from banks, insurance companies,
and other sources as are provided by
law, which makes the department nearly,
if not quite, self suppcrting.

I believe if our new Constitution would
have embodied in it an instruction to the
Legislature to create some such depart-
ment, it would insure a good clean sys-
tem, immensely beneficial to the State
its public officials, and  the people at
large. Respectfully,

auditor’s bill
p in the right

H. M. D.
Roanoke, Va., August 15 1901.

General Cleburne and the Colored
Confederntes.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

The Hon. Irving A. Buck is undoubted-
ly mistaken about possessing the cnly
copy of General Cleburne’s paper in exist-
ence. In the official record of the War
of the Rebellion, Volume LII., part 2,
serfal 110, on page 586, is a copy of Gen-
eral Cleburne’s paper, and on the pages
following are copies of letters from sev-
eral Confederate generals referring to the
paper.

Respectfully yours,

W.

. 8. ANDERSON.

Abilene, Kan.

Yes; but we understand that those
coples were furnished by Mr. Buck, who
pcssesses the only copy made during the
war, .

i e Ly

First Bale of Palmetto Cotton.

N

CHARLESTON, S. C., August 17.—The
first bale of the new cotton crop of
South Carolina was received here to-day
from Conners. The cotton was full mid-
dling, and wsighed 528 pounds. The bale
was sold to Inman & Co. for 10 cents
per pound.:

Hoxn‘lclde in Georgin.

SPARTA, GA,, August 17.—Chauncey
Boyer, a farmer living about ten miles
from town, was shot and instantly killed
Yyesterday. by C. A. Brookin, a neighbor,
near the home of the latter. Some mat-
ters in litigation led” up to the trouble.
BrooKkin is in jail. Bavar leaves & wife
and childs o : e

ABOUT HO
Strenuous Efforts Were Made to
Save Him When He Perished.

To the Editor of the Dispatch: . e

Your special correspondent from Peters—
burg in rendering the account of Hon.
wW. P. McRae's death by drowning at
Nags Head was misinformed as to some
o:f tne detalls, and L feel constrained to
state the facts fully; In _order that jus-
tice may be accorded to his personal
friends, the natives, and the hotel people;
all of whom were active in their, efforis
to save Mr. McRae, and to do all that
loving hands and warm hearts could do
for the remains.

With a view I beg you to insert thls
jetter in the columns of your most esti-
mable journal:

THE ACCIDENT.

On Friday morning, July 26th, Mr.
McRae, with some twenty or more
guests of the hotel,—mostly of ladies—
went across to-the beach to bathe in the
surf, as was their custom. g

The sea was running higher than usual,
and it was noted that the undertow re-
quired caution, but as the party did not
venture out far, no danger was appre-
‘hended until Mr. McRae had been swept
beyond his depth by a big breaker, while
those immediately with him had been
shocked by the unusual force of the wave.

Mr. McRae realized his danger, and
while not an expert swimmer was forc-
ing his way through the strong current,
and at the same time called in a calm
voice to Mr. J. :G. Wood, of Edenton,
N. C., to give him his hand. This Mr.
Wood succeeded Iin doing, being aided
in his efforts by John Z. Lowe, Jr., of
Norfolk, Va., with a steady and deter-
mined effort, although Mr. McRae had
become so exhausted that he could mnot
swim.

They were succeeding in bringing him
in, when another breaker tossed them
apart, and swept them =zll out in the
current. It was with great difficulty the
two rescuers recovered a foothold. An
attempt to form a chain of hands failed,
and was followed by an effort to launch
a surf boat from the beach by Mr.
Charles Martin, of Elizabeth City, N. C.
But the surf was high and not having
sufficient expert help, the boat was over-
turned time and time again; in the mean-
time the life line had been cut, and
thrown toward the unfortunate man, and
every possible means of help was tried:
without success.

Telegrams were immediately sent to
the United States Life Saving Station
north and south along the beach to look
for the body, while patrols formed by
friends of the drowned man began their
search along the shore.

RECOVERY OF THE BODY.

On the same afternoon about 4 P, M.
Mrs. C. W. Overman, accompanied by
a relative of Mr. Wozelka, who was
drowned at the same time, while driv-
ing along the beach, discovered the body
of Mr. McRae, as it floated in towards
the shore. She had waded into the water
and taken hold of it, when assistance was
rendered by the men of the other party.

The finding of the body was imme-
diately reported at the hotel, where there
happened to be a cart belonging to Mr.
E. R. Outlaw, of Bertis county, N. C,,
whose driver volunteered the use of the
vehicle. Messrs. Anderson and Com-
mander brought the body to the hotel.
It was taken charge of by friends, one
of whom was connected by marriage to.
Mr. McRae, and I myself assisted.
Every possible attention was given it
that respect, love, and admiration for
the noble gentleman who had so sud-
denly been snatched away from among
us could dictate or suggest.

It is the opinion of many that Mr.
Wozelka, of Edenton, lost his life In
forcing his way through the breakers
to rescue Mr. McRae.

While a telegram was recelved from
Mr. McRae’s relatives directing the ship-
ment of the body by express, our peo-
ple at the hotel selected Mr. Anderton
to accompany the remains until they
were met by the escort from Petersburg.

This is to assure you that every man,
woman, and child, both white and col-
ored, in this neighborhood, did every-
thing in their power to render assis-
tance on this lamentable occasion.

JOHN Z. LOWH,
Proprietor.
Nags Head, N: C., August 12

'fhe Educational Conference Report.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

In the issus of your paper for August
13th you publish, in reply to an inquiry
from a correspondent, the ‘‘Recommen-
dations made by the recent conference
of educators,”” upon which I desire to
make some ‘observatiors.” The purposs
seemms to be to preserve the present
method of electing school officers. This
is to be regretted. There is about as
much “politics” in the manner in which
many, if not most, school officials re-
ceive their appointment as there would
be under a proper elective system. How-
ever, if county and city superintendents
must be appointed, then why not let
some responsible local authority do this?
The choosing of all these superintendents
by State officials smacks too much of
centralization. Give us local self-gov-
ernment in school matters especially.
The public is made indifferent to the
public school affairs of county and State
simply because the people -are given no
voice in these things.

Paragraph seven of the conference re-
port calls for adverse comment. Our
present system of school supervision, no
doubt is imperfect. It does not insure
the best results possible. But it would
seem that the plan proposed would de~
feat the very end It is Intended tc ac-
complish. By all means preserve the
county superintendency; a distinct super-
intendency will give one man entirely too
much territory. With even six months’
school, where only five months are now
given, what time would the superinten-
dent have to spend in each school, if he
has two or threa counties to travel ever?
The plan seems utferly impracticable.
The county superintendent should earn
his salary, just as a teacher does, and
put in full time, or be paid only for the
time actually spent in administering the
duties of his office.

Paragraph eight of the ‘report’” will be
a dead letter, as it is practically no bet-
ter than the existing law. How ‘‘often’”
is practicable or necessary? His whole
time should be actually spent in doing
real work in the schools with his teach-
ers, minus time needed for clerical
work required of him ané that occupied
in travelling from place to place. How
much time for effective work as a super-
visor of schools would a district superin-
tendent have? And if he needed an as-
sistant—well why not have county sup-
erintendents at once, as at present? The
district superintendent, of course, would
need a fancy salary, perhaps $1,000, and
with more schools to visit and less time
in proportion to the number of schools
than the county superintendent now
has, where is the saving to be made by
districting the county superintendency?
Our schools will be neglected more than
ever. In this connection I will offer my
criticism on paragraph twelve of the
“reponrt.”

One of the greatest needs of the State
i{s more professional training of our
teachers. We need more normal schools,
vet, at the same time, we have too many
now. Paradoxical? No. We have need
for but one State normal school (summer
normals), and that is the “‘School of Me-
thods.”” Abolish the Peabody summer
normals and nothing will be lost, for but
a small percentage of our teachers are
able to attend them, while better oppor-
tunitles can be offered all teachers in
their respective home counties. Apply
the Peabody fund in other directions for
normal instruction—e. g., give it to the
School of Methods. But first of all, es-
tablish by statute or Constitution a conn-
ty summer norrhial for each county
in the State and provide a definite course
of study for these county normals; pre-
serve the county superintendency, and
make it a part of this official's duty to
_conduct and teach a six or ten weeks’
normal free of all tuition. His salary can
.be made to justify him In employing an

‘assistant, or Peabady ald. perhaps, could |
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be had for additional Instructors. Such
a System would enable avery county to
have all its wideawake teachers graduate
normalites. The course in a county nor-
mal having been completed, let an at-
tendance upon one or more terms of the
“School of Methods”” exempt holders of
No. 1 certificates from further examina-
tion, unless a higher grade of certificate
is desired. The Constitutional Conven-
titon will merit the thanks of teachers
and the gratitude of tax-payers if it will
provide for such county normals. Thera
is no other way to professionally educate
our teachers so thoroughly as could be
done by the local superintendents. They
could learn to know their teachers and
better judge of their qualifications in
granting certificates. The danger to our
school interests seems to be too much
conservatism. From Paragraph 29 of the
“report’” it would seem that the real
needs of our counties are not fully ap-
preciated. There is no question of a
public character upon which the people
of this county (Shenandoah) are so well
united as on the question of electing
school trustees by popular vote. If the
people elect their school trustees they
can correct their mistakes when zny are
made, but at present the people are prac-
tically denied any voice in school mat-
ters. As a consequence, they are Indif-
ferent. -

Paragraph 23 can be endorsed with-
out hesitancy by everybody; it simplifies
matters to have school districts <or-
respond with magisterial districts. Bigt
in the provision for school trustees ther&
should not be more than one for each
district. There is no more use for thres
school trustees than there is for three
supervisors. Then there should be local
authorities for each school-house dis-
trict. A local directorship is needed, If
for no other reason than that there
should be better care taken of school
property. With one trustee only for each
magisterial district the Legislature could
provide for a local schcol directorship,
such directors to care for the property
and have a voice in choosing the teacher.

It is to be hoped that provision will be
made to render ‘“uniformity of text-
books™ impossible. The whole matter
of choosing school books might be left
entirely with the counties and cities
themselves. If a list is selected by the
State Board it should incilude not less
than three nor more than five texts, or
series, on any one subject.

. SHENANDOAH TEACHER.

FREDERICK’S HALL NOTES.

Work of Elk-Creelk Church—J. H.

Crank’s Candidacy—Personal.

FREDERICK'S HALL, VA., August 17.
(Special.)—The Democrats hereabouts ex-
press great satisfaction with the work ol
the Norfolk convention.

The candidates nominated are the
choice of the people in this seciion, and
the platform adopted is regarded as just
what it should be.

With such a ticket and such a platform,
it is regarded as useless for the other
gide to bring out their candidates.

The planks dealing with pensioning
the old soldiers, improved educational fa-
cilities, and good roads seem to strike
the farmer with more force than any
Others.

The Elk Creek Baptist church, of this
ccmmunity, is evidently a very wide-
awake church. Iast Sunday, August
11th, was observed by the congregation
as mission day. It is the custom on the
second Sunday in August to take up &
“collection I!op' general missionary pur-

church. On last Sund
the services by Rev.
the Bnptist State Mission
one earnest sermon from
misister, and an appeal fror
a collection amounting to SIZ0 W
cured. Of this sum we are told
Ladies' Missionary Society of the ciur
save about $0.

The contribution was a liberal
was very creditable to the
zeal of the congregation.

The meeting was an all-day
the magnificent dinner fu
church was greatly enjoyved b
present.

At a business meeting of the
held on the Thursday fol
tor, L. J. Nealey, Messrs.
R. N. Harris, and W. B. Du
appointed as delegates to the
session of the Goshen Baptis
tion.

Heavy rains this week have I
possible for the farmers to
wheat and oat crops. M
shocks, and is sprouting b

One of our farm
that his loss from raln will
least 700 bushels.

TO RUN FOR THE LEGISLAT

Mr. J. H. Crank, at the earnc
citation of his many friends, has
to enter the race for legi
and will personally prociaim
within the next week. D
an earnest worker for the nd
the party, and it behooves all
crats to give him a heiping ! i

Your correspondent learned t -day

largest

n

the death of Mr. Frederick Ha
est son of tha late Mr. W. “W. s
of Frederick’s Hall

Mr. Frederick Harris was a C
rate soldier, on the staff of Ger
B. Harris during the civil war !
rendered at Appomatiox. :

After the hostilities he went (@ rex >
and engaged in civil en AS
engineer he was cons
none in the State.

Many of the railroads of
located by him.

He was a Christian gentleman
scholar, and will be sadly

He died at Dallas on Ausu
38th year.

Three sons and two daughters
him.

Mr. W. O. Harris, after a D
to his relatives in this vieinity, w
for Macon, Ga., Saturday to resum
duties as train dispatel with the
tral of Georgia rallw :

His family will remain in Virgini
October.

Messrs. J. P. and E. J. Flaley, Jr.

Texa

1ed

on a visit to their father, Rav.

Haley- Lt
Mr. J. P. McGuire, Sr., and W azs

visiting Dr. L. S. Pendleton. e

Mr. McGuire's friends will
learn that he is’ gaining stre
flesh rapidly under Dr. Pendleton
treatment.

Great satisfaction is expressed
R. L. Gordon's appointment on th
Democratic Committee.

AMrs. J. €. Chipley, of Greenviie
{s a guest of Jrs. N. V. Harpk i
also Mrs. W. O. Harrig and Mrs, Jaca®
lin Boykin and daughter.

e

For Over Fifty Yenars

Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup has beed
used for children while teethinz. I
soothes tha child, softens the suw
lays all pain, cures wind colic. and =
best remedy for Diarrhoea. Twenty
cents a bottle. Sold by

g C.

(.

poses. - L
-I;ev.'L,aJ.—I!algy',h pastor of tne |

throughout the world



