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the piay are strong, and well worked up.
There is a contrast, too, in the drawing
of the characters, which brings the one
in bold relief against the other, in a
manner that is very effective. But the
plavwrights have guarded against mak-
ing exaggerated types of any of their per-
sonages, a fault which is a glaring one
in many plays of a similar nature.

Miss Thurston, as Lois Holcombe, did
splendid work, the part affording her
most abundant opportunities to display
both a sweet girlishness, in which she
is charming, and the decp emotions of
the woman who has married one man
when her heart was given to another.
Miss Thurston made a distinct and em-
phatie success of her impersonation.

Mr. Otis Thaver, as Jerome Holcombe,
had a New England character study, and
his interpretation of the part was de-
lightfully free from the hackneyed me-
thods which would have utterly ruined
the role had they been cmployed. Mr.
Fred Hearn, as Joe Masson, also gave a
capital sketch, and Messrs. Waller Per-
cival and Frank Hope sustained their
roles very satisfactorily. Minnie Maude
Allen was rather clever as Sunny An-

drews, as was also Eleanor Sheldon in
the part of the spinster, although she
was a litfle inclined to overdo the role

in the second act.

“A Crazy Guy’ is a three-act musical
farce comedy by Herbert & Morrow, in
which Bert Leslie will assume the title
role. “A Crazy Guy"” is not only inter-
estingz, inasmuch as Mr. Leslie irresisti-
ble personal magnetism always wins an
audience, but the fact that there is a
steady flow of humor from the beginning,
which, needless to say, calls forth laugh-
ter unceasingly. Mr. Leslic and his new
play will appear at the RBijou to-night
and the balance of the week. !

At a meeting of the Bijou Company
held yesterday all the old officers were
re-clected, and business of a routine na-
wure was transactded.

“WINCHESTER” NEXT FRIDAY.

Edward McWade. the author of the
new war play coming to the Academz

on Friday and Saturday, has caus=
to be proud of his maiden ef-
fort. In  ‘his -limaxes  he dis-

plays remarkable originality, and the re-
sult is he has a play that will not bore
the most fastidious play-goer. The title
of the play indiecates iis location. Natu-
rally, the war between the States furnishes
the basis for the story, which is a ro-
mance, with the love of a southern girl
for a northern soldier.

AMERICAN ATHLETES
DEFEAT BRITISHERS.

They Win Six of the Nine Events on
the Programme at Berkeley

Ov=al.

NEW YORIX, September 25.—The
athletes of Yale and Harvard met the
athletic irepresentatives of Oxford and
Cambridge Universities, to-day, at Berke-
ley Oval, in track and field events, and
as was expected, the brawn and muscle
of the American collegians proved to be
too much for the visitors, the Americans
winning six out of the nine events on
the programme, Points were counted for
wins only, so that the Harvard and Yale
men defeated their IEnglish opponents by
a score of six points to three. :

INTERCOLLEGIATE CONTESTS.

Between the American universities hon-
ors were equally divided, Harvard and
Yale each winning three events. The Ox-
ford representatives failed to gain a
point for the visiting team, the light blue
of Cambridge being in front in all three
contests which were won by Englishmen.

INDIVIDUAL WINNERS.

The winners of the several eventis were
as Tfollows:

120-yard hurdle—Converse,
_ Time, 153-5 seconds.

Harvard.

100-vard dash—Hargrave, Yale. Time,
10 2-5.

Half-mile run—Workman, Cambridge.
Time, 1:55 3-5.

Quarter-mile run—Rust, Harvard.

Time, 50 seconds.

Mile run—Cockshott, Cambridge. Time,
4:26 1-3.
Two-mile run—Workman, Cambridge,

Time, 9:50. 3
Hammer throw—Boal, Harvard: 136 feet,
8 inches. :
Running broad jump—Spraker, Yale: 22
feet, 4 inches. %
Running high j\mp—Spraker, Ya]e:‘ 6
feet, 11-2 inches.

School Opens.
The opening exercises of the Westmin-
ster Prgsbyterian School, No. 816 Park
avenue, were held vesterday morning.
Dr. R. P. Kerr, president of the Board ot
Trustees, deljvered the address of the
occasion. His three
were “Politeness, Punctuality,

severence.’”” He congratulate
d' teac :
B\'\x"grl?.nnnd encouraged them to do: better
‘{his session. Miss Carrie  Lee Campbel
‘Ada Arundell is in charge of the kinder-
is.the principal of the schp‘gxl.iggnﬂ MI:-

Westminister

and Per-
‘the: schol-.

The outlook is-ve
-session.

. garten.
succegsiul
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your interests are protected, and that the
Brievances of ¥
re'?ressed." i the “people ‘are heard and

o give you some idea onsthat point,
h_ore (exhibiting a volume) is wha? you
will have, Here are the annual reports of
the varfous departmenzs: of government.
You will' have four volumes like this to
constder at a quadrennial session. You
will have a perfect library when you get
h_ere at your quadrennial session, and who
will. know anything about these reports,
and \'vho can investigate them and read
them? I think forty-five days is not a
suflicient time. I agree with the gentle-
man from IPairfax (Mr. Moore) that forty-
five days is not a sufficient time if we
have -biennial sessions, but rather than
not have biennial sessions I would prefer
to take the forty-five dayvs. But take four
volumes like this one (exhibited), and who
is going to examine them? The Governor
does not know anything about them, be-
cause he has just got into office a few
days before. The Senate does not know
anything about them, because there are
no hold-over members. They are all elect-
ed at the same time. You will not have
the gentleman from Albemarle (Mr. Boaz)
to give all the figures in relation to the
matter. You will need and yvou must have
time to consider those things.

The people want time for their represen-
tatives to consider the affairs .of govern-
ment. Why should you be so exacting
with the representatives of the people?
Why should you begin the reduction of
expenses upon the Legislature? Why do
you not begin in some other department
of government? Why should you reach
out your hand and place it upon the Leg-
islative Department?

Mr. WITHERS: Will the gentleman
name one department with which he is
willing to begin?

Mr. HANCOCK: No, sir; I will not
name it, because I have never yet had the
opportunity of entering into and examin-
ing all the figures and facts as to the
various departments of government to find
out where anything couid be saved. I
have had the opportunity of being with
the gentleman who has just interrupted
me on one of the committees of this body,
and for days and days he has endeavored
to show where there could be a saving,
and I have not been able, nor was the
committee of which we were members
able, to see where any reduction could be,
made in the expenses of this Common-
wealth upon the lines indicated. I should
like for him at the proper time to show.
and I suppose at the proper time he will
show, where the expenses can be reduced.
But certainly the ¢.egislature is not the
place at which to begin.

sentatives here, and they ought to have
time to consider the affairs of State and
to pass proper laws, and the people ought
to see that the officers execute them.
The gentleman from Brunswick (Mr.
Turnbull) is as high-toned and honorable
a gentleman as there is to be found in the
State of Virginia or anywhere else. He
is a splendid lawyer. I have been associ-
ated with him in the courts of this Com-
monwealth for the last sixteen years, and
I regard his opinion upon legal matters
very highly. In every respect he is a man
to be admired and honored. He talks
about the reduction of expenses. e talks
about what should be done here, and, for-
wetting. 1 fear, that couriesy and urbanity
which alway$s control his conduct and his
life. he spoke about this Convention in a
way that caused me to feel that it was
not, at least, complimentary to some of
us. Who has any right to stand up here
as the apostle of the reduction of ex-
penses? T do not believe there is a man
in .this House who is not as willing to
reduce expenses as is the gentleman from
Danville or the gentleman from Bruns-
wick. What right has any gentleman to
appear in this Assembly and claim that
he is any more in favor of the reduction
of expenses than anybody else? Every-
body here wants expenses reduced, but
they do not want the efficiency of the
service to be impaired.

If there is a man in this Assembly who
wishes to reduce expenses, and thereby
make the public service inefficient, let him
come forward, and we will look upon him,
and we will say to him, *The people of
Virginia will not recognize vou as one of
her sons, devoted to her inierests.” But
let anyvone come forward and show where
expenses can be reduced and the efficiency
of the cervice preserved, and you will not

find a single man in this Assembly who

will fail to agree to the proposition. There
is nothing in the idea that anybody here
has a special monopoly on the line of the
reduction of” expenses.

The gentleman from Brunswick (Mr.
Turnbull) went into Scripture and talked
about Gideon. Who is the Gileon here?
Where is the Gideon who Is going to lead
the hosts against the Midianites? Where
is he? Is he on the other side of the
House, or does he come from this side of
the House? Where is Gideon. (Laughter.)
I should like to-see Gideon (laughter)—the
Gideon who comes here with the empty
pitcher for the reduction of expenses, with
a trumpet in his hand, blowing his own
praises. Where is Gideon? (Laughter.)
He is out there in the lobby, someone says
to me, and they will never get him into
this House. (Laughter.) If Gideon should
appear I should first ask him where he
got his credentials.

The Gideon of the Bible, you know, had
a fire come down from Heaven and con-
sume his sacrifice. Where are the. Gide-
ons of this assembly? Have their sac-
rifices been burned up? Did they make
any sacrifices? I do not know whether
they ever made any sacrifices to be
burned up? But Gideon hall a sacrifice.
what will you accomplish? The Gideon
here cannot be found. ‘What did Gideon
do? The gentleman from Brunswick said
that he would call to these gentlemen and
say we have too many weak-kneed. and
faint-hearted gentlemen in this Coven-
tion; and says to them, pack your knap-
sacks' and go home. I would ask him
what right has he to send anybody away.
Where 'are your credentials, Gideon? I do
not know whether they come from the
people, or where they come from.

Mr. TURNBULL: I should like to have
the gentleman point out anything in my
speech to the effect that any gentleman
ought to take his knapsack and go home.
Mr. HANCOCK: If the gentleman will
pardon me, I understood him to say that
if gentlemen here were not willing to do
the will of the people or to reduce ex-
penses or to carry out the wishes of the
people, they had better pack their knap-
sacks and go home. I do not think he
really meant that, and I know him so
well that I cannot believe he did.

Mr. TURNBULL: If the gentleman will
a}i]low me, I do not think I really said
that. ;

Mr. HANCOCK: Pardon me. I do not
wish. {o misrepresent you; but I should
like to have vou state what you did say.
Mr. TURNBULL: I did say that when
Gideon was selected to defeat the Midian-
ites he had too many men In the army for
certain reasons, and 1 said the people of
Virginia had selected this band of men be-
cause they believed that this band of men
would do what the people wanted them
to do, and that if there were any here
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who did not want:to’do that, It would be
bet{er for them to lie down. - . AR

ir.. HANCOCK:. T understood him_to
{say that they had better take their Knap-'
sacks and go home, and that-as to others
it would: be better that a millstone should
be hung around. their necxs. ' That is the
way it appeared to me. = :

But what did Gideon do! Gideon saw
the whole hosts of the Midianites there.
Gideon saw the mighty army in front of
him. He had but three hundred men.:
With what were those three hundred men
armed? They had empiy pitchers, and
they had trumpets. That, 1 fear, is the
way the followers of the modern Gidecn
are equipped. They have nothing but
‘empty pitchers aund trumpets.” What did
Gideon and his army do? How did they
destroy thé army of the Midianites? 7did
they take their pitchers and break tliem
over the heads of the Midianites? Did
they rush across the stream and enter
into mortal combat with them? No. They
struck their trumpets against their pitch-
ers and broke the pitchers and had their
trumpets to blow the song of their praise
and. of their horor and of their glory.
believe that the modern Gideons in this
assembly wul do nothing more than blow
their trumpets, break the empty pitchers
of reduction of expenses, and march on to
receive the plaudits of their friends for
having discomfitted the Midianites.

Now, leaving all this aside and coming
bhack to the point of quadrennial sessions,

The people ought to have their repre<

i hope, gentlemen of the Convention, that
we will stand by the customs and the tra-
ditions of the Anglo-Saxon people. 1 hope
we will stand by the genius and the spirit
o. representative and republican govern-
ment. I hope we will stand by the rights
of the people against every one else,
wherever he comes from and in whatever
capacity he comes.

1 hope we wiil stand up for the adminis-
tration of justice complete, ample, and
secure, under the supervisory éye of the
General Assembly of Virginia, so that the
judges who sit upon the bench, so' that
the Executive who sits in his mansion,
so that the officials of government, wher-
ever they be, handling the people’s money,
administering justice or executing 'laws,
may feel that they are under the super-
visory control of-the people, and that the
eye of the people is upon them, and that
they are expected to perform their duties
without fear, without favor, and. without
affection, and that tney are required to
make a return and a report to the Leg-
islature and to the people for the work
they have done and the manner in which
they have.performed it. K

Now, gentlemen of -the committee, I
thank you for your long continued pati-
ence, and in conclusion tet me say that
we may take this temple of liberty and
may, bar its doors for awhile against the
people; e may prevent their voice from
being heard in these halls for a while;
we may prevent them from coming into
this Capitol and making. known their
grievances and being able to have them
redressed in the method which they may
desire and prescribe; we may destroy this
building, this temple or liberty, as it may
be called, and scatter the ashes from one
end of this Commonwealth to the other,
but we can never desiroy the spirit of
liberty and freedom anG independence of
the people of this Commonwealth. Tt
dwells not in temples made with hands,
but it .dwells in the hearts, in the
thoughts, and in the Zreat deeds of this
brave and noble people. (Applause.)

Mr. BROWN® Mr. Chairman, T rise
with more than diffdence, because I am
unaccustomed to public speaking, but I
will detain the Convention only a very
few minutes. I realize that members are
already weary.

One question to which I wish to address
myself is that of the benefit to accrue
from sessions of the Legislature balanced
against the expense involved. I will not
go into the details of it, but it seems 10
me, from the speeches we have heard,
that the expense involved is not consider-
able. A wide latitude. however, in appro-
priations covering four years would be
necessary, and as onposed to that we
shuuld@d consider the care and frequent
serutiny of appropriations that would b«
possible with biennial sessions.

The question with me, therefore, is what
are the benefits to accrue from a biennial
session of the Legislature compared with
a ‘quadrennial session of the Legislature?
T do not think the guestion is whether we
shall abolish the Legislature altogether.

I will cite briefly the practice in other
States, first as to the frequency of elec-
tions. In seven States the House. of Rep-
resentatives is elected annually; in thirty-
three biennially; in one quadrennially, and
tuat State has biennial sessions of Legis-
lature. I leave out Alabama and Missis-
sippi, because those two States have re-
cently adopted Constitutions, and I be-
lieve they provide for quadrennial scs-
sions. -

Mr. EGGLESTON:
mistaken about that.
ennial sessions. :

Mr. BROWN: I am glad to be correazied.

Mr. FLOOD: Certainly, there is no
question about it.

Mr. BROWN: In regard to Senators,
five States” elect Senators annually: five
States quadrennially; eleven biennially,
for a two-years' term; eighteen for four-
year terms, ong-half of the Senate being
elected ~ biennially, however; one State
elects for a two-years' term, but half of
the Senate are elected annually.

I simply cite this as the practice in
other States. I think we are sovereign,
but I do not think we are all wise, and I
therefore think some regard should be
paid to the practice of other States.

Reference has been made to the acts of
190. The volume has been held up here
as a very large one. It is a large one.
The first 243 pages were approved before
February 1st; tuae next 339 pages were up-
proved during the month of February, &ud
the last 834 pages were approved between
March 1st'and March 7th. What. does this
show? It shows that we must guard 1He
passage of private and special legislation
to avoid the other extreme of blocking
legislation. :

1f we provide for quadrennial sessions of
the Legislature as agamst biennial ses-
sions, there is one question that looms up
before us, and that is officers to be elect-
ed. I know that some gentlemen here
say ‘“We will elect all officers by the peo-
ple, - the Legislature. will never have to
clect any more officers.” That may be,
but it is not granted.

Now, if we provide for biennal sessions
of the Legislature, and the first session of
that Legislature commences January ist,
1904, that Legislature will have to clect
two United States Senators—one whose
term commences in 1905 and one whose
term commences in 1907. It will also have
to elect the Supreme Court judges of the
State and the basement officers. The next
Legislature coming in will have to elect
a Senator of the United States, all the
circuit judges and the basement officers.
The next Legislature will have .to elect
one United States eSnaror and the basc-
ment officers. The fourth guadrennial ses-
sion of the Legislature will have to elect
two United States Senators, and all the
judges of the Circuit Court and of tke
Supreme Court and the basement officers.
The next Legislature would have to elect

The gentleman is
Mississippi has bi-

__ | the orger it tiey did allow it.

mx(’: 9
the:

Se : st offl-
he sixth*sessio Legislatire
‘to alec tor;: cifenlt
would

3 o contalning’ sui i
main*in fores so long, but tha i
i The States which have bfennial sessions
of  the Legisiature 'ﬁre:_rz\%innshs, Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Geor-
gia, New Hampshire, Idaho, Iilinois; In3i-

‘Marytand, Michigan, Mlfinésota, Missourl,
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Caro-
lina; North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Penn-
sylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia,

;-The States "having annual sessions of
tHeir  Legislatures - are: Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts,” New Jersey, New
York, South Carolina, VWWisconsin and Ver-
mont, while: Rhode Island has a semi-

The gentleman from Fairfax (Mr.Moore)
stated that\in his opinion we cannot get
along with a session or forty-five days ki-
ennlally. 1 agree with the gentleman. If
we are to havezbiennfal sessions, L sup-
‘pose it would Dbe his opinion that- sixty
days would’ be. better;” but [ think the
statement of the gentleman that we can-
not get on with the business of the Siate
with two sessions of foarty-five days cach
is shown to be very forcible, when we sece
the elections that will have to take place
in- a Legislature once in four years. It
strikes me that these statistics, which I
have compiled very hurriedly, and there
may be mistakes in them, are of enough
importance to be put before the body.

In the matter of limiting the sessions.
_there are twenty States'in the Union that
have an unlimited session; three States
have a—session limited to ninety days;
.eleven have ‘a session limited to sixty
days; one has a session limited to seventiy-
five days at a per diem of $5, and an
unlimted session thereafter at $1 a day;
one has a session of sixty days and a
per diem or $, with an unlimited session
thereafter at $2 a day; one State has a
session of sixty days with pay, with an
unlimited session thereafter without pay;
one State—Georgia—has a session limited
to forty-five days, but two-thirds of the
Legislature, 1 understand, can continue
the session indefinitely. One State has a
Legislature elected for forty days, but
two-thirds of the Legislature can continue
that indefinitely. . Only three States in the
TUnion have a Legislature limited to forty
or forty-five days. !

1 appreciate the courtesy of the com-
mittee. (Applause.) £

Mr. STEBBINS: Mr. Chairman, like the
gentleman from the city of Richmond
(Mr. Newton), who addressed this body
yvesterday, my occupation has confined me
to a business  office rather than to the
hustings or to, the floor of a deliberative
assembly. ‘Therefore I shall ask at your
hands the same kind indulgence that was
accorded him. :

Mr. Chairman, the discussion of this
question has taken a wide range—from an
economical standpoint to the destruction
‘of the liberties of the people; from a criti-
clsm of the Legislature to eulogiums on
the Legislature; from sneers and ridicule
to personalities. It does seem to me that
it is not improper for us to recur to fun-
damental principles and to restate the
question before us, so that we may be
enabled more intelligently to vote upon it.

Mr. Chairman, there are two proposi-
tions before this body. The first is the
adoption of section 2 of the report of the
Legislative Committee, which simply pro-
vides for the election of members of the
House of Delegates quadrennially and the
number of members that shall censtitute
that body. The second proposition before
us is the substitute of the gentleman from
Fredrick (Mr. Harrison), which embraces
in one article sections 2 and 7 of the re-
port of this committee, modifying it so
that the elction of delegates to the Gen-
eral Assembly shall occur every two vears,
and that there shall be biennial sessions
of forty-five days, which may be extended
to sixty days. ¢

While article 2 as reported by the Com-
mittee on the Legislative Department is
‘but one part of a completed whole and

Legislature, yet it is of such a character
th:t it may be considered by itself with-
out regard to quadrennial sessions of the
Legislature. From the remarks made by
one of the delegates from Richmond two
days ago it would seem that there are in
‘this body those who favor the quadrennial
election of members of the House of Dele-
zates and at the same time favor biennial
sessions of the Legislature. 3
Now, Mr. Chairman, what is the objec-
tion to electing delezates to the General
Assembly quadrennially, even though we
may have biennial sessions? Are any 05
the liberties of the people infringed upon?
Is any violence done to our Legislative
Assembly? We elect cur Senators now
every four years, and yet we hear no
complaint of it.  Is a member of the House
of Delegates of less dignity than a Sen-
ator? Can we not elect him every four
vears and place in him the same confi-
dence and the same trust that we repose
in Senatcrs under our present method of
electing? Then why should not the mem-
bers of the House of Delegates be elected
every four years as well as Senators, even
though we may have biennial sessions?
Mr. Chairman, I do not conceive that
any greater dignity pertains to a Senator
than to a member of the House of Dele-
rates. That mysterious awe in which the
Senate of the United States was held as
the representatives of the sovereign States
rather than of the people has long since
been dispelled. There has ben a clamor
all over the country for the election of
United States Senators by the people, and
I believe an amendment has been proposed
in the House of Representatives of the
National Congress to submit to the Leg-
islatures of the States the proposition.to
elect Senators by the people. That amend-
ment has been passed by the House of
Representatives on several occasions and
it now lies with the Senate to say whether
it will concur in it. Then why should a
member of the Senate be elected for four
vears and a member of the House of Dele-
gates elected for only two vears? 3
But. Mr. Chairman, there is another
reason why It is advisable for us to elect
members of the House of Delegates every
four years. In two of the committees of
which I am @a member, namely the Com-
mittee on Reduction of Expenses and the
Committee on County Government, there
is a dispositon and there is a demand that
the numbér of elctions shall be reduced;
and in formulating our plan for county
government ‘and in the recommendations
of the Committee cen Reduction of Ex-
penses to the various committees, we have
invariably recommended a term of four
years for all State and county officers, so
that all might be elected at one election.
It is true that in regard to clerks of
county courts the bar in various parts of
the State have remonstrated that that was
too short a time for new clerks to become
efficient in their duties, and rather than
mar this plan of four-year elections we
recommended that the clerks of county
courts should be elected: for a term of
eight years, instead of six years, as at
present. z
Mr. Chairman, gentlemen may make
light of the evil of the frequency of elec-
tions in Virginia, but I come from the
body of the people. I am myself one of
the plain people, and I mingle dally with
them in busines. I know their views, their
thoughts, their hopes, their aims, and I
tell you the people of Virginia are tired
of the frequency of elections. It is not
alone the expense which it entails upon
‘the State, but it is thatr greater expense
which it entails upon every male:citizen

Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming.!

annual session. EE

leads up to quadrennial sessions of the,

ana, ITowa, Kansas,: Kentucky, Loulsfana, |

REV. MAX HOFFMAN.

Rev. Max Hoftman, Evangelist, writes
frem. the Davidson Hotel, Milwaukee
Wis., as follows: ;

“I am pleased to indorse Peruna ns
o tonic, and 1 nervine of excellent
vilue to public workers who are
under constant nerve stranin and in
need of such. I speak from personnl
experience, having used it about tyvo
yweeks ago, and off and on since
with the most happy resnlts.)'—Revy.
Max Hoffman.

Even the busy evangelist manages to
snatch time enough from his never-end-
ing, indefatigable labors to praise Peru-
na in public print.

of this Commonwealth twenty-one yvears
of age, by requiring him to leave his busi-
ness and take his time to attend to the
interests of the State In the contests in
the primaries and before Conventions and
in the political contests that follow the
nominations, and on the day of the elee-
tion throughout this Commonwealth. The
people are growing tired and restive under
this system, and they expect relief at the
hands of this Convention.

Mr. Chairman, the second proposition,
as proposed by the gentleman from Win-
chester, is to leave the Legislature ex-
actly as it is at present, except to reduce
the length of the sessions. Much has been
said about unwise laws; much has been
said about the unrest that the business
world feels while the Legislature is In
ses&ion; and while T am not prepared to
enter into that subject. never having been
a member of the Legislature, never hav-
Ing had much to do witn the Legislature
in seeking legislation. I do belleve that
all of the interests of the State will be
conserved and none will be injured by
quadrennial sessions of the Legislature.

Much has been said about the history
of the past. and I clalm to venerate the
past as much as any one on this floor. It
is true that under the Constitution of 1i76
the Legislature met annually or oftener.
but that was in the formative period of
our republican government. We then had
just shaken off the shackles of King
George and monarchical government. It
was necessary to formulate and adopt 2
code of statute laws for the Common-
wealth. Besides, the Governor was then
elected annually by the Legislature. Every
officer of the State, from the Governor
down to the justice of the peace, was
appointed by the Governor, the Lezisla-
ture, the privy council, or the judges, and
that was the only body coming directly
from the people. i

Besides, the members of the Continental
Congress that assembled in Philadelphia
were elected by the Legislature annually,
and it was a time when we were strug
gling with Great Britain for our liberties.
It was a time when it was necessary for
tiie Legislature to remain almost in con-
tinuous session in c¢rder to provide the
means and the men for the carrying on
of that tremendous struggle, for that day,
by which we secured all the blessings of
Constitutional government’and of ecivil
gnd religious liberty wnich we enjoy to-

ay.

The Convention of 1329 continued the
annual sessions, but it extended the tarm
of the Governor {rom one year to three
years. The Conventlon of-1550-51 adoptad
the plan of biennial sesstons and extended
the term of ‘the Governor to four years.
As our government had grown out of its
formative period, as it had adopted a
system and code of statute laws meeting
the wants and conditions of the people,
so much legislation and such frequent ses-
stons were not necessary and the terms of
the executive officers were extended.

We all know that the Constitutional
Convention of 1850-51 was decidedly a re-
form Convention. We all know that the
pcople had groaned for a long time under
the exactions of the former Constitution
and demanded reforms, and it was this
teform Constitutional Convention that
changed the terms of the Legislature from
annual to biennial sessions. Let us take
another step forward in progress and ex-
tend'the sessions from biennial to quad-
rennial periods.

Much has been said about the changes
necessary in our laws. Much has been
said about the unwise laws, which it Is
necessary to rectify or repeal. I believe
with quadrennial sessions. with the
knowledge on the part of the people that
the Legislature could not assemble oftener
than once in four years, unless specially
called by the Governor or the Legislature
itself, the people would be more careful
about the selection of their public ser-
vants for this great work. They would
seléct men of wisdom, men of ability, men
of wise forethought, statesmen who could
foresee and who could wisely plan for
them for the future.

One of the great complainis we have
heard in this Commonwealth is the diffi-
culty of getting the best class of our citi-
zens to become members of the Legisla-
ture. Why this Is so It i3 unnecessary
for me to recite in detail, but if we can
adopt any method which will serve to
encourage our best men to become mem-
bers of the Legislature and to represent
the people in the important department
of the government, it is our duty to do
S0.

Mr. Chairman, from the remarks of the

< v,

gentléman who just preceded me you-

would have thought that we were here to
tear down the temple of liberty and scat-
ter the debris from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. I was astounded; I was surprised
2t myself. I thought I came here ani-
.mated by the highest motives of patriot-
ism and duty and a des.ire to serve my

1 have been a iﬂifcﬁr c_vcij
'iAslth'; only remedy | can se

c and this isthe way |-fou

& . 1'am a strong:weman
and '] saved o

 made life worth living for Mrs. Steele, when the best doetors in Il _
an operetion fropw_hithfshe recoiled with horror. If you are despondent, suffering female ills and
bearing pain, g0 to your druggist and buy a bottle of Wine of Cardui. It will relieve you. =

; . very month .smce" I have been awo ha !
found na relief.” The last doctor wanted me to go to the hospital and have my ovar
r you, Mrs. Stcele.*’

3

A becoming h'\odcsty keeps many afflicted women from consuiting a doctor about female diseases
and the fear of an unnecessary surgical operation keeps many others away. In this way the poor sef-
fering woman who longs for relief but shrinks from seeking if, gives up in despair. But hundreds of

thousands of women in this country to-day, like Mrs. Stecle, know that there is no need of giving
up—that there is a positive home cure for female diseases

¥ S

K

man and luﬁ bun

No,-no, | will not,’” I said.

 lady from losing her baby

within the reach of every modest woman.

nois could not help her-without

. Peoria, ., April 8, 901" -
treated by the best doctors and _
fes removed. e said: This
] Then | found a Ladies’ Birthday
nd relief and | am not butchered up by the dector. 1 don’t wait for my woman.
Shut | go { m‘t}spak"goo: enough for this wonderf
i w

‘| tioned:

r th erful Win of
to ladies | hear are sufferin:
A Hirs .ll;“STE_ELé_

| werk.
. ia God d

F¥hrob that he seeks the wholssome,

‘I he does not lack the couraga necessary
to declare hiz convictions to. the wha

.the members of the more numerous

| The { : -
ing.

requiring of him versatiity and quick<
witted adjustment to changisg conditions,
that few men possess.  Every 't

power Is taxed to its utmost in such

- No. wovrxder"ih'epg.!vangelts:‘ finda P
 No wonder when his oh
cal nowers flag and  his | tired

jevenating ‘vigor that Peruna is sure &
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‘Evangelist Hoftigan -is fo be congrati~
lated, not only. that he has found exactly
the remedy. that he needs, but aiso tha

world. In carrying the truth :o.tl{x‘_e-
people -he has never uttered & greatar
truth than when he said that “Perunz id
a tonic and nervine of excellent vaius to
public workers who are under constan
nerve “strain and in need of such a
remedy.”” : s R T

A BISHOP’S LETTER. i
Pishop T. H. Lomasx. D. D., Bisiop ot
the Second District A. M. Eu church, fromx
China, writes from Charlotte, N. C.2
41 enn cheerfully recommend your
Peruna to all who want n stren‘g!“
ening tonic. It is alse n very eﬂée—
tive remedy for nll eatarrhal co
plaints.”’—T. H. Lomax, D. D. ;

If you do not derive prompt and satise
factory results from the use of Peruna,
write at once to Dr. Hartman, giving a
full statement of your case, and he wilk
be pleased to give you his wvaluable ad=
vice gratis. =

Address Dr. Hartman, President of The
Hartman Sanitarium, Columbus, O. 1

people and to promote their happin 53
and their welfare. and I shuddered as %
thought, could I have become @& part of
an assemblage of men which would de~ -
stroy the liberties of the people of Vir=
ginia? God forbid. 3
Now there is but one point more that
I wish to present to the Convention, and

question of economy. Some have sneer—
ingly referred to this as cheese-paring
economy, and others have said that the
amount that might be saved was so in-
considerable that i. was not worthy of *
notice. Mr. Chairman, if-I understand
the temper of the people of Virginia, cer=
tainly of the people of my section of the¢
State, next to the abridgment of the suft
frage they expect this Convention to ree
duce the annual expenses of the State.
They expect us te lop off every useles%
officer, every unnecessary department o
this government that 1s a tax upon it$
revenues, to combine the duties of va«
rious officers and raduce the number of
officers and in every way we can cut -
down the expenses of government.

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen have asked
why attack the legislative department:
why begin there? We have begun with
juries. We have provided that where a
prisoner charged with a felony pleads
guilty, the judge of the court may pass
sentence without the intervention of a
jury. We have provided that in misde=
meanors where there is a plea of not
guilty, the judge in his discretion may
pass upon the case. We have provided:
that juries may be reduced in number
from twelve, so that smaller juries may
try civil cases.

We have begun with the juries. Now wa
take up the legislative department. Soon
we will take up the executive department;
then the department of couanty govera-
ment, and the judiciary, and when we
et through, cutting a little hers and o
litile there, the aggregate. I hope, will
be no Inconsiderable amount and will be
greatly to the relief of the tax-payers of
Virginia.

Mr. Chairman. I take it that none of
the liberties of the people will be abridged
by quadrennial *sessions of the Legisla~
turej that the government of the Statg
and the people of the State will bé ampl
provided for. If any necessity shoul
arise, if any great emergency should oc:
cur in the future, the wovernor can czl
the Legislature in extra session. Bu
even though the Governor should refuse
to do so, even though we should have
a Berkeley or a Dunmors or even & .
Charles I, as alluded to by the gentlemam -
from Petersburg, the Legislatore by 1
majority of Its own members can assem-
ble in defiance of the Executive. ;

Therefore [/say that no interest of the
State and no interast of the peceple cant
suffer by this change. Then if no necese
sity_should arise for aa extra session,

a s®sion only once in four years is foun
adequate, we will save about one hundred
thousand dollars in four years as come
pared with the expenses under the pres< .
ent system of biennial sessions of nings
ty days. 4

I thank the committee for their pa
tience and their kind attention to whal
T have said on this occasion. (Applausej.

Mr. HATTON: Mr. Chalrman, I ask
the indulgence of the commitice for
just a few moments in order that I
may express my views upon the pend~
ing -proposition : >

I believe, Mr Chairman, that economy
is a principle to be observed in all
government, but I believe that thers
are higher principles than the principle
of economy, and that considerations
of economy are useful only when made
subservient to higher considerations. =

1 have listened intently, and I may
say eagerly, to the gentlemen who
have so ably presented the proposition
advocated by the €Committee on the
Legislative Department 1If I have un- =
derstood aright those arguments, the
principle of economy is the chlef cons
sideration advanced for this proposis ©
ticn. Others have been advanced, but -
they seem to have been advanced In<
cidentally. .

I believe that the election quadren- -
nially of the members of both Houses
of the General Assembly I3 subversives
of one of the fundamental princ¢iples of
our government. The system of checka
and balances wrought into our govern-
ment has always up to this time been
consicered as the greatest-achievement
in the formation of free government
ever compassed by the brain and pa-
triotism of man. 2

One of those underlying principles
in the formation of our government,
and especially in the leglislative de-
partment of the governmen:, was fts
division into two Branches, and why?
Because the division of the govern-
ment into two branches was the result’
of an endeavor to promote stability fn
legislation. How was that brought
about? In the Constitutlon of 1776 {
was provided that the Senate should
be divided into four classes and that
one class should retire from office with
each recurring election of the member:
of the House. The result of it was thal
in every General Assembly ihree~
fourths of the Senate represented
different condition ‘of pubiic opinlox
in the State from ghat represented D

branch of the Assembly. A

That this provision was wise. I be-
lisve has never been successfully ques-.
The * Constitution of 1829-
eontinued this scheme of governme
The Constitution of 1850-'31 made sona”
alteration ‘and provided that the Sen~
ate shoulid be divided into two ¢

and’ that one-half instead of three-

canditions of' public sentiment, whi
might be different from that represent
s of the House

fourths should remain and represent the -

I shall be brief about it. That is the




