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[ONAL CONVENT]

‘presolution introdoced by Mr., Lindsay

‘

. There was very Jittle routine

 The convenition seemed hurrying on to the :
s tee would report, for it hecame
here would be more delay.

nding committees began, Mr. Walter
all of the Committee on Elective Franchise, Qualili-

¢ when. the Suffraze Commit
~ convention assembled that {
©_ When the cailing of sta
 way, arose 1o answer to the ¢

© cations for office, and Basis of Representat
 of what ig populariy termed the Suflrage mit

Mr. Thom, who was to have presented the majority
Afr. Watson steod in the main

avoidably absent.

and just opposite Mr. Daniel, chairman o { the

‘present the minority report.
Mr. Watson made a brief statement i1

_all over the hall and in the galleries, t hough
He was app’auded as he sat down.

~ Everybody wanted to hear.

i The read
minutes. In
be printed

ine
ing

accordance
and laid on

with 3Ir.
the table

Alr. Daniel arose and on hehalf of the
he hoped to have ready before the convention adjourned a

not that it would be submitted to-day.

Then Mr. Wysor sent up the report signed vy
secretary and ordered to be printed and 1aid on the table

The reading of the reports consumed forty minutes.
Waiton Moore, chairman of the Committee
moved that the conventicn go into Committee of the Whole
eration of the report of his committee, the motion prevailed,
ton, who had the floor when the committee arose Wednesd
the speech made by Mr. Igglesten Wed nesday. Mr. Eggieston had defended the
action of the General Assembly in passing the Wharton bill, which had had the
stern ‘Larj if
Mr. Newton a friend of the association. The lafter declared he was glad the asso-
a1 expelled. But he declared that he could but regret that in driv-
e legislature had gone so far in depriving individual

vffect of driving cut the Southe:

ciation had bee
ing out the association th
insurance men of their rights.

Referring to §he chavge thai he advocated exempting money from taxation,
form of taxation which should bring more
of Virginia land into contact with personal property. He spoke with great earn-
estness and deliberation, and when he sat down he was loudly aplauded.

discussion of the section of the Legislative
Commitiee’s Teport providing for sessions of the Legislature every four years.
lie/ made a strong argument for quadren nial sessions. The proposition was dis-
Virginia had in times past led the way, let
Mr. Parks took up seriatim the arguments advanced by the oppo-

Mr. Newton said he did advocate a

Mr. Parks then resumed the

tincetly in the line of advancement.
her lead now.
gents of quadrennial sessions.

Mr. Wise advocated biennial sessions and quadrennial ielections. He
would at the proper time offer to amend the report making the Senate composed
of twentv-five members and the House of seventy-five.
specch and was enthusiastically applauded when he sat down.

Dr. Mcllwaine besought the convention to vote and stop talking.
1alk until Christmas and nobody will vote differently from the way he will vote
if we 12ke a vote now,” he declared, amid a storm of applause.
chairman of the commit tee, was the first man to call for the
The vote w as taken at
the feature of the Harrison amendment, providing

Mr. Moore,
i and it was ordered.
was on

: question
for biennial elections.
slanding ayves, 21; noes, 44,

By unanimous consent the vote was then taken on the question whether the
cessions of the General Assembly should be biennial or quadrennial sessions. The
Harrison amendment for biennial sessions was lost by a vote of 33 ayes; 38 noes.

The committee then proceeded to the consideration of succeeding sections of
There was an amendment proposed to section 5,
prohibiting any salaried officer from occupying a seat in the Legislature, but it
The report as submitted was adopted as far as section 9, when, at the .
request of Chairman Moore, the commitiee arose, in order to allow the Legisla-
tive Committee to make some verbal cha nges in the report

Mr. Glass offered a resolution directing the Committee on Elective Franchise
to report a provision allowing women to hold the oflice of notary public.

the report, and adopted several.

was l0st.

The convention adjourned at 1:50.

THE OFFICIAL REPORT.

Thursday, September 26, 1901.

The Convention met at 10:30 o’clock
A. M.

Prayer by
Richmond.

The PRESIDENT: The Secretary
will call the roll of members.

The Secretary called the roll, and
the following delegates answered to
their names:

Present: Messrs. George K. Anderson,
W. A. Anderson, Ayers, M. H. Barnes,
Blair, Boaz, Bouldin, Braxton, Bristow,
Brown, Cameron, Clarence J. Camp-
bell, P. W. Campbell, Chapman, Cobb,
Crismond, Daniel, Dunaway, Earman,
Eggleston, Epes, Fairfax, TFletcner,
Flood, Garnett, Gilmore, Gillespie,
Glass, B. T. Gordon, James W. Gordon,
. L. Gordon, Green, Gregory, Gwyn,
Hamilton, -Hancock, Hardy, Hatton,
Hunton, Ingranm, Claggett B. Jones,
G. W. Jones, Keezell, KXendall, Lawson,
Lindsay, Loveli, Marshall, Mcllwaine,
Meredith, Miller, Moncure, R. Waiton
Moore, Newton, O'Flaherty, Orr, Parks,
Pedigo, Phillips, Pollard, TPortlock,
Richmond, Rives, Robertson, Stebbins,
Stuart, Summers, Thornton, Turnbull,
Waddill, Walker, Walter, Watson,
Wescott, Willis, Wise, Withers, Wood-
house, Wysor, Yancey, the President
—81.

The PRESIDENT: It appears from
the roll call that eighty-one members
have answered to their names. The
Secretary will read the Journal of yes-
terday’s proceedings.

The Journal of yesterday's proceed-
ings was read and approved.

Rev. R. P. Kerr, D. D., of

CORRECTION.
Mr. HANCOCK: I notice in the

stenographic report of my speech on
vesterday that I said the Hon. Wil-
liam E. Cameron was elected Governor
of Virginia in 1878 and that the extra
session called by him was called in
1883. I should have said that he was
elected Governor in 1881 and that the
extra session was called in 1884, T
desire to have that statement made in
my speech corrected to that extent.

I wish further to say that the steno-
grapher is not at all to blame. It was
‘n mistake on my part.

- LEAVE OF ABSENCE FOR THE
SECRETARY.

Mr. FLOOD asked and obtained leave
of absence for the Secretary (Col. Jo-
seph Button) for one day.

JLEAVE GF ABSENCE FOR THE

DOORKEEPER. :

Mr. BOAZ asked and obtatned leave
of absence for the doorkeeper (Mr, A.
9. Sullivan) for four days.

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS.
Mr. POLLARD presented two me-

'morials from the Junior Order United
Mechanics remonstrating against the
appropriation of public funds 1o any
institution wholly or partly under sec-
tarian control which were referred to
the Committee on the Legislative De-
partment.

Petitions prayving for the adoption
In the Constitution of a provision that
no license to manufacture or sell in-
toxicating liquors shall be granted to
any person except upon the written
request of a majority of the registered
voters in the precinct of the city, town
or county, in which such manuracture
or sale is proposed to be conducted,
were presented and referred 1o the
Committee on Preamble and Bill of
Rights, as follows:

- By Mr. HAMILTON, from ffty-six
citizens of Petersburg.

By Mr. KEEZELL, from fifty-seven
citizens of Rockingham county, and
from fiftyv-six citizens of Rockingham
and adjoining counti=s: and
' By Mr. MEREDITDH, from nineteen
<itizens of Richmond.

- Mr. MEREDITH: I present a peti-
tion signed by fifty-five ladies of Vir-
ginia, praying for a change of the law
now in force, which gives to the father
the paramount right to the children in
cases where the husband and wife are
forced to live apart. I present the pe-
iition by request and I presume It will
20 to the Committee on the Legisla-
' iive Department. R
. The PRESIDENT: The petition will
be 8o referred.
Mr. JAMES W. GORDON presented
2 memorial of the Junior Order United
- American Mechanics, . remonstrating
. against the appropriation’ or public
© funds to any institution wholly: or
partly under sectarian control, which

- Was reféerred to the Committee on the
Legislative Department. e
- The  PRESIDENT: The Secretary

- Wil call the list of standing commit-
ices for reports. > S s,
The 5 !

D

YESTERDAY’S PROCEE
IWhen the roll was called in the convention yesteraay seventy-seven members

answered to their names. The convention assembled at 10:30
rucsday, making the meeting hour ninety.

minutes ecariier. The early bour may have
an_m attendance. Stili, there were many
. Prayer was offered by the Rev.

business transacled during the meorning hour.

of the report and plan by
wwatson's motion the report was orderel to

for future consideration.

The amendment w as

DINGS.

o'clock, under the

rad something to do with the rather
spectators in the gallery and behind
Dr. R. P. Kerr, of the Presbyterian

calling “of the standing committees,
known soon after the |

Watson, of Notto-

ion. which is the official designation

Mr. Watson represented
report, but who was un-
aisle facing the pres.dent’s chair,
Suffrage Committee, who was to

Committee.

presenting the report. He was heard
he spoke in very low tones.

the seccretary required about twelve

minority of the committee stated thﬂ_t
minority report, it

himself. It was read by the
for further consideration.

At 11:20 o'clock Mr. R.
Legislative Department,
for further consid-
and then Mr. New-
spoke in reply to

on the

ay,

Association, and seemed o think

said he

He made a powerful

‘“You may

12:47, after a debate of six

overwhemlingly defecated, the vote

absence of a distinguished member of
this body, who was expected to have
assumed .this office, I have the honor
to state that the Committee on the
Elective Franchise, Qualification for
Office, Basis of Representation and
Apportionment, and on Ilections, has
had wunder consideration the various
subjects committed to its judgment,
and that on so much thereof as relates
1o the elective franchise it is ready
to make ils report.

I would crave indulgence, Mr. Presi-
dent, to express to this Convention,
to the people of Virginia and to the
public press grateful acknowledgment
of the Kkindly patience and sympathy
so generously accorded the commit-
tee throughout its arduous labors, ex-
tending over many months.

Political, economic and social condi-
tions, variant.as the soil itself in the
different sections of the State, have
greatly complicated the undertaking
and protracted the investigation be-
yond the anticipation of many wise
and good citizens. To turn back
the clock of time and to undo the
work of thirty yvears of mistake and
crime was not, Mr. President, the work
of an hour, or a day, or a week. To
strike from the suffrage the alien and
the enemy in Eastern Virginia ana at
the same time leave untouched the
worthy but illiterate Anglo-Saxon of
the mountain-side and to the west be~
yond, was not an easy task for the
mind to conceive nor for the hand to
execute. Aay the enormity of the evil
and the magnitude of the difficulty,,
sir, atone in some sort for the time
consumed in its consideration.

With this brief statement, Mr. Presi-
dent, and with great respect, the com-
mittee offers its conclusions on this
important subject, not as the best
theoretical or possible solution qof the
problem, but as the best practicable
and attainable under all the clrcum-
stances existing in different sections of
the Commonwealth.

I ask, sir, that the report of the com-
mittee be read and printed, and that
it lie on the table for ftuure considera-
tion. (Applause.)

The PRESIDENT: The Secretary
will read the report.

The Secretary read the reoort as
follows:

To the Convention:

The Committee on the Elective Fran-
chise, Qualification for Oflice, Basis of
Representation and Apportioniaent and
on Elections, has, in the performance
of its duty, had uader consideration
the subjects referred to it. and submits
the following report on so mucn there-
of as relates to the Elective Franchise:

The committee has prepared and returns
herewith an Article covering the subject
now reported on, the adoption of which
it respectfully recommends.

The committee has accepted as an es-
sential and fundamental principle, the
proposition that no person should enjoy
the privilege of suffrage, unless he, in
some way, gives (in the language of the
Bill of Rights) sufficient evidence of his
permanent common interest in, and at-
tachment to, the community. In the opin-
jon of the committee, this permanent in-
terest and attachment is not establish-
ed by mere residence within the State. A
person, before being entitled to partici-
pationin tne high and responsible duties of
governing and controlling the destinies of
the State, should be identified with it in
a common interest by a tie more secure
and substantial than one he can volun-
tarily sever by the mere act of crossing
t)l)e border dividing him from another peo-
ple.

The permanent‘and substantial identifi-
cation with the State which its residents
should possess as a prerequisite to the
exercise of suffrage, can, in the opinion
of ,the committee, be manifested in three
several ways: First, by conspicuous and
deserving public service; second, by parti-
cipation in the public burdens, through
ownership of property subject to taxa-
tion; and third, by substantial personal
contribution, not based on the ownership
of property, to the industry, deveiopment
and welfare of the State.

It is manifest thiY for the purposes of
these tests, some dswnite standard of the
requirements must be established. This
standard must be real and substantial,’
but it must not be so high ‘as to be un-_
reasonably stringent or exclusive.

‘of any. State of the United States.:
'-Thlsy'lsf considered a fit- tributes
.the State to the patriots and heroes who
‘have offered thelir all as a‘willing 'sacrltjvce‘
in’ the service of their country. = d

public burdens through ownership of drop-:
erty subject to taxatlon. These. u,m com=
mittee has defined as any: TSN

“Person who, or whose wife, shall ‘have
paidito the State, taxes for the year pre-
ceding: that in. which_he _offers  to ,_\u‘te,
amounting to as much as 31.00 on property
owned by and assessed against him or.
his wife.”" X ?

This will require that there shall be in
the family, the head of which is entitled
to vote by reason of tnis evidence ot his |
identifica:on with his community, proper-
tv assessed for taxation at at Jeast $250.00,
according to the present rate of taxation.
It is considered Dy the committce that,
while many persons not owning property
are also entitled to vote, there can be no
reasonable dissent from the proposition
that any person owning that much prop-
erty in the community should be also en-
titled to vote, if in addition he possesses
any other prerequisites as may be impos-
ed. ‘rhis operates as a disqualification on
no one, but merely confers the privilege
of suffrage on an additional number of
people. 2y

Third: Those who make a substantial
contribution. not in the form of property,
to the industry, development, and welfare
of the State.

These the committee has defined as fol-
lows:

“Those persons not embraced in the
foregoing enumeration, who, when they
offer to register, shall be able to give a
reasonable explanation of the general na-
ture of the duties of the various officers
for whom they may vote, at any time, un-
.der the laws then existing. be entitled to
vote, and who, if physically able, shall
have indicated their substantial attach-*
ment to. or idenufication with, this State,
by having been regularly employed. or
engaged in a lawful trade, profession.
business calling, work or service, for at
least one-fourth of the time during the
vear next preccding that in which they
shall offer to vote.'

1t is manifest that a great number of
people other than soldiers and property
owners possess the qualifications to make
them safe and proper voters, and it was
accordingly necessary to form another
class of sufficient latitude to include all
these deserving persons and at the same
time to impose prerequisites sufficient to
exclude those whose participation in the
suffrage cannot be justified on any reason-
able ground and threatens the safety and
prosperity of the State.

The safest and best test for this large
class is considered by the committee to be
labor, and labor wherever legitimately
performed—whether in a trade or a pro-
fession, on a farm or in a commercial
business—anywhere or in any connection,
where a man crowns his days with the
dignity of industry. \

As, however, this test, like residence,
permits easy removal from and abandon-
ment of the State, is considered proper
to add to it the requirement that the voter
shall possess an intelligent comprehen-
sion of the use for which the elective
franchise is intended, and that before he
shall register, as preliminary to voting
to choose agents for the people, he shall
have a reasonable comprehension of what
these agents are chosen to do. If he does
not know this, he can form no intelligent
estimate of the relative fitness of the
various persons who are being considered
for the position, and should have no voice
in the selection. The man who does not
know, in a general way, what a person is
required to do, is not fit to select anybody
to do it. The vote of such a person in an
election is merely a contribution to the
jgnorance and danger, and probably to the
corruption’ of the suffrage.

The committee has not been oblivious of
the fact that the value of this test de-
pends upon its intelligent and proper
application, but, atter long, and, it is be-
lieved. faithful consideration, no other
test scemed possible, which would not
result in the exclusion from the privilege
of suffrage. of a very large class of our
most deserving and trusiworthy fellow-
citizens. 7

To avoid the evils of an improper and
objectionable administration, the com-
mittee has provided for a Bourd of three
Commissioners of Registration to be ap-
pointed by the Judge of the Circuit Court,
who shall pass upon this requiremelnii, ahd
for an appeal, at the instance of any per-
son claiming to be improperly excluded,
to the Circuit Court or to the Judge
thereof in vacation. It is believed that,
in this way the provision has been safe-
guarded as far as the nature of the case
and the public interest require.

In the opinion of the committee, expe-
rience has demonstrated the fact that
every person who participates in govern-
ment should in somne way cohtripute 10
its support, unless execused by some con-
sideration of the highest dignify. It,
therefore, recommends that thevre choll ba
imposed as a prerequisite to voting, on all
persons embraced In the clisscs  UWpost
which the privilege of suffrage is con-
ferred, except upon the military and naval
class, a poll tax of one dollar and a half
($1.50), which must be pald at least six
months before the election in which the
voter offers to participate. The require-
ment that this payment shall be made so
far in advance, is inserted in order to pre-
vent the corruption of the franchise by
candidates for office on the eve of or
during an election, and in order to con-
fine the voting to those persons who value
the privilege sufficiently to qualify them-
selves for it by their own individual and
unaided act.

Those who have served in time of war
in the armies and navies of the country
are excused from the payment of this poil-
tax as a prerequisite to voting, in fur-
ther recognition of their imeriterious ser-
vice and of the high duty which is owed
to them by the State.

As the State is, in a-most generous way,
providing for the education of the people.
and as the present efficlent system of
public education has existed in the State
for nearly one generation, it is not con-
sidered unjust to require an educational
prerequisite with some exemptions, to
<voting of those persons who shall register
subsequent to January 1,-1904. It is not
applied at once in deference to those still
living who have had no edaquate oppor-
tunity' to secure an education. It is ap-
plied, in an automatic way, to those who
shall register after January 1, 1904, not
only as a just requirement, but also as, in
some measure, an additional safeguard
against a possible corrupt admission to
registration at some time in the future of
persons not possessing the necessary re-
quirements as to intelligence.

The committee has endeavored to duly

consider all the qualifications for suffrage
other than those finally adopted.
-~ The committee has carefully considered
the suggestion of property and its modi-
fications as a basis of suffrage; but, being
unable to reach an agreement on that
basis, it has abandoned the idea and
deems it inadvisable and impracticable to
present it to the Convention.

The committee has likewise earnestly
considered a mere educational test. by
which is meant a test involving the ca-
vacity merely to read and write.

In the opinion of the cummittee the
capacity to réad and writpp furnishes no
evidence whatever of fitness for the ex-
ercise of suftrage. Under modern condi-
tious, a large number of our most objec-
tionable citizens can both read and
write. This means nothing unless accom-
panied by. intelligent comprehension of
th- duties of citizenship. The commit-
tee concluded that if a reading and writ-
ing test were at any time permitted, it
would be necessary to add to this mere
empty form of education, the requirement
of an intelligent comprehension of the.
practical duties and. obiigations of citi-
zenship. . -

It is proper to note that under the plan
now submitted to the Convention no wor-
thy citizen of Virginia who is intelligent
engugh to know what he is doing when he
votes, is excluded from the privilege of
suffrage; and further, that this measure,
if approved, will, in the opinion of this
committee, be a thoroughly efficient reme-
dy for the evil now existing in the suf-
f)xlzeige of Virginia and afllicting its peo-

In framing the Article suggested the
‘committee has been inspired by the pur-
pose to elevate and purify the elective
franchise, to strengthen the State, and
to invest with value and dignity, the citi-
zenship of this republic so far as resident
in Virginia. e, e
_ With this brief explanation, it submits’
its work to the dispassionate and inteili-
gent consideration of this Convention.

Alfred P. Thom,
Thomas H. Barnes,
Geo. D. Wise,

In practically applying these principles
to the existing conditions in Virginia, the
committee has deemed It jJust and wise
to divide those residents of the State
who shoul enjoy the privilege of suffrage
into. the following classes, all persons
sginlng_ within any. one of which can
ole:

First: Those persons who have perform-

ed conspicuous and Qeaervlng'public ser-i|;

vice. % ot s — 2 2
‘These the committee, In the suggested

|’Article for the Constitution,

“follows:

as .
#Persons who h

has defined’| years'

R. L. Gordon, Jr., -
John H. Ingram;
S A - Claggett B. Jones, -
: Gilmor: S, Kendall,
J. H. Lindsay, =
Alexander Hamilton,
Berryman Green; -
. D: F‘Iood, %

"~ Section 1.. Every male citize

United  States, :at :least

. of -age, whi 1
dent :

an

“:Second: ‘Those who' participate  in thei}
‘to the elec

‘ate States,

vote at'least thirty days,’

L-of -
er'to y
at which“h

offer to. i
preceding  the’ electi

n

registered’ as’ may. be prescribed by

law, and who shallhave paidiin person:i.

to the State; at least six months prior:
( stion. at which he shall offer:
to vote, aipoll tax of one dollar and
fifty  cents>($1.50) -for the preceding.
year. except+as hereinafter provided:

otherwise, shall be entitled: to vote fo=
members of the General Assembly and
all officers: elected by the people; pro-:
vided, 3 : el

He be a person who has served .in
time of war .in the army or navy of
the United States, or of the:Confeder-
or of any State of the
United States;” : i

Ty )

He be a person who, or whose Wwife,
shall have paid to ti.: State taxes,
for the ‘year preceding that in which
he offers to vote, amounting to as
much as one dollar (§1), on property

owned by, and assessed against him

or his wife;
ORJ

He be a person not embraced
in either of the foregoing W%lterna-
tives, who, when he offers to reg-
ister, shall be able to give a rea-
sonable  explamation of tha . gen-
eral nature of the duties of the various
officers for whom he may, at any time,
under. the laws then existing, be en-
titled to vote, and who, if physically
able, shall have indicated his substan-
tial attachment to, or Iidentification
with. this State, by having been regu-
larly employed or engaged In lawful
trade. profession. business, calling.
work or service, for at least one-fourth
of the time during the year next pre-

cedin~ that in which he shall ofter
to vote;
And provided further.-that the pro-

visions hereinbefore contained as to
the payment of. a poll-tax as a pre-
requisite to voting shall not apply to
any election held prior to the first day
of January, 1903, and that no person
who has served in time of war In the
army or navy of the United States, or
of the Confederate States, or of any
State of the United States, shall, at any
time, be required to pay a poll-tax
as a prerequisite to voting;

And provided, further. that no per-
son otherwise qualified to vote accord-
ing to the provisions of this Consti-
tution, shall lose his right to vote
in the precinct from which he has
removed to another precinct In the
same county or city ‘until after the
expiration of thirty days from the
time of such removal;

And provided, further, that any
person, otherwise qualified to vote
according to the foregoing provision,
who shall register after the first day
of January, 1904, shall make application
to recister in his own hand-writ-
ing. in the presence of one of the
registrars, according to such form and
to be verified on oath or affirmation in
such manner as may be prescribed by
law. and shall prepare and deposit his
ballot, svithout aid from another, on
such printed form as the law shall pre-
scribe, unless he shall be blind, or
otherwise physically disabled, or shall
be a person who has served in time of
war, in the army or navy of the.United
States. or of the Confederate States, or
of suy State of the United States; or
shall be a person who, or whose
wife, shall have paid to the State taxes,
for the year preceding that in which
he offers to vote, amounting to as much
as %1, on property owned by and as-
sessed against him or his wife, in
either of which said cases he shall be
entitled to receive aid from a person of
his own selection, to be rendered in the
presence of one of the judges of elec-
tion:

And provided; further, that the fol-
lowing persons shall be excluded from
registering and from voting:

1. Idijots and lunatics.

2. All persons whose actual habita-
tion for the preceding year cannot be
definitely ascertained.

3. All persons convicted of bribery
in any election, embezzlement of pub-
lic funds, treason, felony, or petit lar-
ceny.

4. All persons who, while citizens
of this State, have, since the adoption
of this Constitution, fought a duel with
a deadly weapon, sent or accepted a
challenge to fight a duel with a deadly
weapon, either within or without the
boundaries of this State, or knowingly
conveved a challenge. or aided or as-
sisted in any manner in { shting a duel.

And, ‘provided, further, that no offi-
cer, soldier, seaman or marine of the
United States army or navy, nor any
inmate of a charitable institution, nor
student in any institution of learning
shall be deemed to have gained or lost
a residence in this State or In any
county or city thereof, by reason of his
temporary station or-location therein.

Section 2. Any person who, in re-
spect of age or time of residence, when
the last registration before any elec-
tion takes place, would be qualified to
vote at the time of the next election,
shall be admitted to registration, not-
withstanding that at the time thereof
he is not qualified with reference to
age or time of residence, and shall be
entitled to vote at the election if then
qualified under this Constitution.

Section 3. FElectors in county and
city elections shall possess the quali-
fications and be subject tec the dis-
qualifications prescribed In section 1 of
this article: but the General Assembly
may prescribe additional qualifications
for electors in any county cr city of
this State, as prerequisites for voting
in any election for county or city offi-
cers in such ccunty or city.

Section 4. There shall be no educa-
tional test of reading or writing
prerequisite to registration or to
voting applicable to persors who shall
register prior to the first Iay of Jan-
uary, 1904, and all persons who shall
register prior to that date shall re-
main. during life, qualified electors, un-
less dis‘jualified by other provisions of
this article.

Section 5. There shall be for each
magisterial district and ward In this
State, a board of three commissioners
of registration to be appoint~d by the
judge of the Circuit Court having juris-
diction over the territory In which
such district shall be located. except
that the first board under this Consti-
tution shall be appointed by ordinance
of this convention. ~

An appeal shall lie to such Circuit
Court or to the judge thereof in vaca-
tion from the decision of such board at
the instance of any person who shall be
denied registration.

The General Assembly shall enact
such laws as may be necessary to
prescribe the manner .and terms of
such appeal and generally to carry
into effect the provisions of this sec-
tion.

Section 6. AIll elections by the people
shall be by ballot, and all elections by
representative bodies shall be viva
voce. The ballot-box shall, at all
time=x during elections, be kept in view
of the voters, and the ballots shall not
be canvassed or counted in secret.

Section 7. The General Assembly
shall provide by law for ballots with-
out any distinguishing mark or sym-
bol for use in all State, county, city
and other elections by.the people.

Section 8. Judges of election shall
be appoointed for each precinct In the.
State by the judsge of the Circuit Court
having jurisdiction over the  territory
in' which such nrecinct is situated, but
the General Assembly may provide by
law for the manner of filling vacancies
that may occur in the office of judge
of election. No person holding  any,
office of profit or trust in'thils State,
‘or in any county, city or town thereof,
shall be appointed as commissioner of
registration or as judge of election.

‘Section 9. The. General ' Assembly.
shall provide by law for the fair and
‘orderly conduct of all elections by-the
people in accordance with® the provi-

. |'sions. of this Constitution..” =

“Section 10.: No voter; during the time

Shall offer to vote, who shall have been |-C )

a 1ist, in alphabetical order, verified by

his oath, of allipersons:who have paid:

not later than'six months prior to:such

“election, the capitation  tax “of $1.50
for the year preceding that in which:
such elaction is held.” The clerk, within:

ten days from receipt thereof; shall
post - in each’ voting precinct of his
county, or city, a certified copy of the
voters of said precinct whose names

~have been thus reported by the treas-

urer as having paid the capitation tax;
and within thirty days after such no-
tice has been posted, any person, who
shall have paid the capitation tax, but
whose name is omitted from said cer-
tified list, may, after five days’ notice
to the treasurer, apply to the judge of
the Circuit or Corporation Court of his
county or city to have said list cor-
rected and his name entered thereupon.

The clerk shall also, within sixty
days after the filing of-said list by the
treasurer, forward a certified copy
thereof. with such correction as may
have been made by order of the court.
to the Auditor of Public Accounts, who
shall charge the amount stated in such
return against such treasurer In the
settlement of his accounts except such
part as may have been previously ac-
counted for. And a reasonable time
before such election, the clerk shall
forward to the judges of eiection of
each precinct of his county or city a
like certified copy of the list of those
in such precinct who have paid the
capitation tax for the previous year,
which shall be deemed conclusive evi-
&ence of that fact for the purposes of
voting.

The PRESIDENT: The report will
lie on the table and. be printed.

Mr. DANIEL: Mr. President. on be-
haif of a minority of the Committee
on the Elective Franchise, I beg leave
to state that they have prepared a
minority report which they hop= to
submit during the day if there be a
fitting cpportunity, or otherwise to-
morrow morning. ;

Mr. WYSOR: Mr. President, I present
a minority report. Its salient features
are long residential clauses; a capita-
tion tax as to the present voters;
capitation tax and reading the Con-
stitution in English and wrlting his
own name, as to the future voter: the
right of every voter to have aid of
his own selection in the preparation of
his ballot; ineligibility of negroes to
office: and power in the Legislature
to provide additional prerequisites for
voting for county and city officers In
any- county or city.

T ask that the report be read and
printed and laid on the table for fur-
ther consideration.

The PRESIDENT: The Secretary will
read the minority report submitted
by the gentleman from Pulaskl.

The Secretary read as follows:

To the Convention:

I am unable to concur in the report of
the majority of the Committee on Xlective
Franchise. The committee adopts as the
basis of its report, the principle enur;clat-
ed in the eighth section of the Bill of
Rights ‘“That all men baving sufficient
evidence of permanent common interest
with and attachment to the community,

have the right of suffrage.”” The report!

then classifies the voters who fall within
this principle under three heads, as fol-
lows:

First, the soldier class.

Second, the property owning class.

Third, the industrial class.

We humbly submit that these three
classes having, according to the commit-
tee's own report, come within the princi-
ples of permanent interest and attach-
ment to the community, should. to all in-
tents and purposes, be subject to the same
qualifications as to the right of suffrage.
But this is not the case in the report. No
restriction whatever is placed upon the
soldier class. We approve of exonerating
the soldier class from the payment of
capitation taxes as a prerequisite to vot-
ing. The property owning class is requir-
ed to pay the poll tax, but is subject to no
other restriction whatever. %

The industrial class is not only required
to pay the poll tax, but Is subjected to a
drastic understanding clause. They must
stand critical examinations before Boards
of Commissioners, and be able to give a
reasonable explanation of the general na-
ture of the duties of the various officers
for whom they may at any time be en-
titled to vote. Why should the industrial
class constituting as it does the- great
mass of our citizens, be required to un-

-derstand more than the soldiers, cr the

man who owns or whose wife owns,
property of the value of two hundred and
fifty dollars? It is evident that this un-
derstanding clause, if honestly adminis-
tered will not only disfranchise thousands
of negroes, but also thousands of white
men, and largely establish a property
qualification of two hundred and fifty dol-
lars for the right of suffrage.

I cannot give my assent to & provisicn
which will disfranchise so many of my
fellow citizens. If it is intended to let in
all white citizens under it, and but very
few negroes or none, then its purpose is
apparent, and contrary to tne Constitution
of the United States. If in its adminis-
tration it should appear that its purpose
was the disfranchisement of the negro
on account of his race, the Supreme Court
would doubtless eventually hold it uncon-
stitutional, and all we would have accom-
plished would be a vain effort to evade the
supreme law of the land. We should
think well before we incorporate into our
organic law a provision on suffrage which
we believe might be fraudulently adminis-
tered and on a gigantic scale. I do not
pretend to possess virtues superior to the
average, ordinary man, but I cannot con-
sent to this. If such a provision were
submitted to the people, 1 =m quite sure
it would be defeafed because the indus-
trial white classes, even if 'they were will-
ing that fraud should be perpetrated in
their favor, could not be absolutely sure
that it would be done, and would, there-
fore, vote it down rather than place their
right of suffrage in jeopardy.

Furthermore, the idea of going before
Boards of Commissloners for examination
in order to vote, is highly repulsive to our
citizens. The majority of the commit-
tee realized this, and therefore, in their
report’ exonerated the soldiers, and prop-
erty holders to the amount of two hun-
dred and fifty dollars, from tnis unpleas-
ant duty. -

Another objection to the report is that
numerous appeals would doubtless be
taken from the Boards of Commissioners
to the Circuit Courts, and thus largely
involve the judiciary in the whirlpool of
politics. z

It has been said that the greatest curse
an angry Heaven can inflict upon a sin-
ning people, is a corrupt judiciary.

Another objection to the report is that
it provides that after January 1st. 1904,
the voter shall prepare and deposit his
ballot without aid froin another. This is
an open door fraud. By making the bal-
lot complex, or intricate, many honest and
intelligent voters will be unable to pre-
pare it.

The State is interested in having every
honest and-intelligent voter cast his bal-
lot according .o his will. It should not
seek to hedge him about with difficulties
in the preparation. of his ballot. Every
voter should, therefore, be allowed to se-
lect any one to aid him in the preparation
of his ballot in the presence of one of the
judges of the eiection, so that he can be
certain of casting his ballot according to
his wishes. This is the way to have fair
elections. The people want plain, honest,
straightforward qualifications for suf-
frage, and a plain, simple, certain method
of voting. Certainly I am unwilling to
give them anything else, whatever may be
their wishes. Still another objection to
the report is that, the General Assembly
is required to provide by law for ballots
without any dist.nguishing marks or sym-
bols. We are not prepared to say that the
reverse would not be best, and that the
Legislature should provide by law for
ballots with distinguishing marks or sym-
bols. 'To say the least, the Legislature
should be left untrammelled in' the mat-
tersis $ SRS
I recommend the following article on
elective franchise in place of the one re-.
xt)prted;b_y,the majority of the commit-
ee. L7 ' ot v :
It will

“be observed’that in my plan the

only qualification put;upon the preseat:| .

voter isithe payment of poll taxes:legally
assessed ‘against him. . It is the province

of ‘the: Finance Committee to! determine

th{; amount of: the poll: tax. I'would sug-

gest an amount not exceeding one dollar,

end a half. The future voter.is required
to read-the Constitution in the English
language and: write ‘his mame make
“a difference’ between’ 't

uture:vote!
v th

- 5 o
| sn@ have “a’ |

‘| purify the electorate. "1t will.not do away |
‘|'with the regro as a voter altogether, but

“‘tendency  to purge and

it will have the effect of keeping num-
hers.of the 'most unworthy and trifling of
that Tace from the polls. I do not kKnow
of anything better in view of the fifteenth
amendment.” To silence, [if possible, the
‘cry of the fear of negro domination, [
have provided that ny negro shall be eligi-
ble to any office im the State of Virginia.

There is some question about the consti-
tutionality ‘of this provision. But able
lawyers 3ay that it is constitutional; that
the mere right to vote does not confer the
right to hold oi.ce. The limit of this re-
port forbids the discussion of this subject
at length: Not being satisfied tkhat it is
unconstitutional, I am willing, under the
circumstances, to incorporate it inte th
State Constitution. The hope of office ca
bode nothing to the negro but evil. His
induction into offide renders the friction
between him and the white race so in-
tense that it endangers his personal safe-
ty. As a rule he does not get any office.
‘When he does get one, it makes the white
race more hostile to him. and. therefore.
it is better to remove from him the hope
of office. As a further precaution, I have
proviaed that the Legislature may pre-
scribe additional qualifications in any
county or city of this State as prerequi-
sites for voting inkany election for county
or city officers in such county or city.
It seems to me that under ail of the cir-
cumstances that surround us, and the
difficulties that confront us. some such
suffrage plan as this should be adopted.

The long residence clauses, the capita-
tion tax, and the reasonable educauonal
qualifications for future voters of reading
the Constitution in the English languuage
and writing their names, will gradually
eliminate from the electorate large num-
bers of incompetent voters without detri-
ment to the more worthy and deserving.

The incubus of negro suffrage ig one
of the pernicious results of the institu-
tion of slavery which fastened itself upon
the South like a great cancer, and which
it took the surgery of the great Civil War
to remove. The patient cannot be restor-
cd te full health and beauty in a day by
heroic treatment.. He must go through
the Iong viglls and watches of the night.
he must gradually® and patiently re-in-
vigorate and renew his strength. All
things come to those who wait. This plan
is by no means perfect. It may not de
exactly what you want, but I do not see
how you can legally get anything better.
You will have the gradual curtailment of
negro suffrage and of incompetent voters.
You will have little, or no probability of
negro officials. The greatest affront to
the Anglo-Saxon race is to have represen-
tatives of some other race in authority
over them,. They must be the rulers in
their own country. The objectlon is made
that the negroes will vote for incompe-
tent and unworthy white men. I cannot
believe that this will always be the case.
There is no weight in the objection. It
rather smacks o. having the negro vote
your way, whatever it may be, or not vote
at all. which would be the worst kind of
political serfdom. In conclusion, by al-
lowing the voter to seiect his own aid in
the preparation of his ballot, you will
have absolutely pure elections, so far
as the casting of the ballot is concerned,
and no miscarriage in the improper prepa-
ration of the ballot, but a certainty on
the part of the voter that his ballot has
been properly prepared. and cast acoord-
ing to his will.

The most coveted result will be that Vir-
ginia will go before the nation and the
world without the shadow of a taint of
fraud upon her proud escutcheon. It wiil
be a great blessing to Virginia to purify
her electorate, to minimize the suffrage
of the incompetent and the vicious, and
to relieve herself of the fear of negro
domination, in a fair and honorable way,
and at the same time go before the na-
tion as being unwilling to svade the Con-
stitution of the United States either in
letter or spirit. Ard then—

‘““He shall flourish,
like a mountain cedar, rasach his
branches
To all the plains about him."”

Resolved, That the following be the
article on Elective Franchise and Qualifi-
cations for Office:

1. All elections shall be by baliot, and
every male cltizen of the United States,
at least twenty-one yvears of age, who
shall have been a resident of this State
for at least two years, of the county. city,
or town, in which he shall aoffer to vote,
at least one year, and of the precinct in.
which he shall offer to vote at least
thirty days next preceding the election
at which he shall offer to vote, and who
shall have been registered as may be pre-
scribed by law, and who shall himself
have paid 2t least six months prior to
the election at which he shall cifer to
vote all poli-taxes which have besen
legally assessed against him, and who
shall be able to read this Constitution
in the English language and write Lis own
name, shall be entitled to vote for mem-
bers of the (General Assembly and ail
officers eiective by the people, and may
receive aid in preparing his ballet from
any person of his own selection to be ren-
dered in the presence of one of the judges
of election, and shall be eligibie to any
office within the gift of the people, ex-
cept as restricted in this Constitution,
and to sit as a juror, and during the hold-
ing of any election at which he i{s entitled
to vote, shall not be compellsd to perform
military service, except in time of war
or public danger, or tc work upon public
ronds, or to attend any court as a suitor,
juror, or witness, and shall not be subject
to arrest under any eclvil process during
his attendance at election, or in going to
or returning therefrom: provided, how-
ever, that the provision as to reading this
Constitution in the English language and
writing his name. zhali not apply to any
person prevented by physical disability
from doing so, nor to any person who now
has a right to vote, nor 1o any persen who
shall be sixty years of age at the time
of the adoption of this Constitution: and
payment of poli-taxes shall not be a pre-
requisite for voting as to any person who
has served in time of war in the army
or navy of the United States or the Con-
feuerate States: provided, further, that
no officer, soidier. seaman, or marine of
the Tnited Strates army or navy, shall be
considered a resident of this State by
reason of being stationed therein: and
provided, also. that the following persons
shall be excluded from voting:

First—Idiots and lunaties.

Second—Persons convicted of selling
their votes, or of purchasing the votes of
others, directly or indirectly, or of bribery
in any election, embezzlement of public
funds, treason, felony. purjury, or petit
larceny.

Third—No person who, while a citizen
of this State, has since the adoption of
this Constitution fought a duei with a
deadly weapon, sent or accepted a chal-
lenge to fight a duel with a deadiy weapon.
either within or bevond the boundary of
this State, or knowingly conveyed a chal-
lenge, or alued or assisted {n any manner
in fighting a duel with a deadly weapon.
shall be allowed to vote or held any office
of honor, profit, or trust, under this Con-
stitution.

2. No negro'shall be eligible to office in
the State of Virginia.

3. All persons before entering upon the
dlschg_rge of any function as officers of
this State must take and subscribe the
following oath:

I, -———, do solemnly swear {or atirm)
that I swill support and maintain the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States
and of Virginia. and will faithfully per-
form the duties of to the best of
my ability. So help me God.

4. The Genera]l Assembly may prescribe
additional qualifications for electors in
any county or city of this State as pre-
requisites for voting for county or city
off.cers in such county or city. .

Respectfully sugm(l:!ted,
. C. WYSOR.
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. The PRESIDENT: The minority report
just read wil He on the table and be
printed.
The Secretary completed the call of com-
mittees and announced sundry committee
meetings.

THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Mr. R. WALTON MOORE: I move that
the Cenvention in Commilttee of the Whole
proceed to the rfurther consideration of
the report of the Committee on the Leg-
islative Department. . ;

The motion was agreed to, and the Con-
vention resolved itself into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Walker min the chair.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the committea is on the amendment pro-
posed by the gentleman from Frederick
(Mr.'Harrison) to section 2 of the com-
‘mittee’s report. =~ B S
“Mr. GLASS: NMr. Chai before the
debate of this morning shalt have begun.
:I'desire to give notice that I shall move
‘that the committee rise at 2:30 o'clock. I
wish to state te the Convention that my
‘reason for this is that if we begin our
:sesglons at 10:30 o'clock in the morning,
‘and continue them until nearly 4 o'clock
in the afternoon, as we did yesterday, it

And,

|-will be a physical lmpossibility for the
| officfal stenogra ;

ers to praepare . their
copy in time for the nawspaper report, and
it  will be:a machanical Impossibility for
the newspaper ofilce to compose. its type

ydjust its forms In time for publica-

Tlieve that on yesterday, uinder . ¢
| gerice of this (,’onvenn?m At

‘the gentlemer of this bogy.

: e in giving a gquotation from =7
e 2 o Chambar of ©

‘of personal propart

notfee ‘that at 20 o'eloer 1
ove that the commitice "'.:-‘l‘(rck e
Mr. NEWTON:  Mr. Chairma.

‘was permitted this ma 2ot
reply to the question u

I do not arise, Mr. O
intentlan 61 further dlscy-
cle under ronsideration s
to a question of persons)
cause I feel that my posicie
misunderstood by the g
Charlotte (Mr. Ezgieston an

The Convention scems to
veln of Seriptural allusion i
of the past few davs, A
had the Midianites, and vesio;
the gentlémen of the Conves
where was Gideon fo iead e
maze in which we were,

t

appear. 1 suppose it b
thought an ear mark o be pui
him and be would not gsot aw
more.

The parallel came szai:
the antagonism betsw
liath, and I said o my
not David with sling
the Goliath of Ch 58
Mr. Chairman, that
‘harness of service in the g
that ‘I am not worthy to coraper
him ir skill. 6

However, sir, a more conforting
came to me when I ”
most dramatic incid
tory that every mind whic
has had {mpressed upon 1t
that dramatic scene w i
1870 yvears ago. wh
sifon a man of smail
physique stood before
day, and said. I th
King Agrippa. beca I shali
myself this day before theo
the things whereof 1T a T,
slogan of the Angio-S:
ever been a fair field and 1
the gulse of that synany
To them is committed the
the worid with its civilzat
ing to the darkest

75

b
will ever fail ro give 2
of that race.

I teel, Mr. Chairman. that I
greatly misunde
tentionally misu
ileve the gentleman fr
in five minutes’ talk cf
ter. But, sir, unfort:
nature, the snvironmen
mind and its limitations :
no man has ever be
*o pregent the whol
attack questions w
fng a thorough analys
are led to a conclusion w 0!
wrong, because our aremise is nor
plete.

The gentlemaa from Chariotte
comments upon the per 1
target. and [ felt very r
gone back te the da
that a murderous g
and that [ was 1
Gatling gun or the mor:
leuse. But, sir, to-day fine
wounded and in possessi
self. I am unwounde
understood. The g I
powerful and able
the applause he won;

heart if T failed fo give
tribute of admiration for h
dress. FHe made it splcy,
will make it spicy for sorr
want it spley In this
want hot debate, and if
caldran boil to purpose,
to remove from it the £
upon it and look int
The gentleman, uni
produced the
that [ was an
would be an 2
Southaastern Tariff
State. He misunder
itz first enemy in ti
the last diteh agzainst its
I will say to the gentle
some measure an advoe

Con

we ¢

3

made as to the infar
Southegstarn Tariff A
tutely true, and I am
him’ in favor
Commonwealth.
He asks me why T did not at
sessions of the Legislatu t
tion was under consider
freshed my mind,
that I aid not atts
cause I was in fav
tariff association from th
ginia. But, sirs, T did 1
moment that in dol
the same breath an ¢
be done. Befores the
Southeastern Assaciation
gaged in insurance Hu
had =2
local as
State. Tt
they should he
life insurance,
one case, of
of the fire he I
those tables and In
other that ine lowest
When I ecame to th
premium levied upon d
thiz State, and espee
75 cents. Under the b
law which permitted
and confer, it was re
50 and 26, and to-day =r
The gentieman f
Wharton

of -

it
Its

sines

rd

law and
privilezes were not
act. The bare priv
that act to insurance r
simply that two or ti
together or may emp!
cuss whether the r
be lowered—for tha ITT
alone.

That aet has
judgment of most
State, and from
rendered the le
possible for insu
State. to meet an
jects of their

My interest in th:
material. It is nc
terests are attack k
of certain citizens in th
been denied the right o

Mr. GREEN: Do
agents of Richmond meet of
confer about rates?

M. NEWTON: I think n
‘Mr. GREEN: They

Mr. NEWTON: If s
lation of law. Tdon
questions at all. bu
thrown off from the

I wish to ask the
Iotte if he is a mer
ciatfon of this St
the local bar ;

Mr. EGGLESTON 2 have not

Mr. NEWTON: Is he a membel
State Bar Asscociation?

Mr. EGGLESTON: Y«

mr. NEWTON: Yet,
nial of this right to tl
of this State, the
the doctors of th
of this State are permitted
gether and establish the ra
they will transact business.
it fair to visit the insurance o
State with a condemna
it broadcast? The i surar
in this State is carried on U
way. Yet this punishment is not
upon those engaged in it.

T have no material interest
surance question. As I said.
brief for the rights of other
vears I have been the gZent
this State for the Liverpool, T
Globe Association, a fina old
whose agency comes g me by |
I have never known it to do a
for which it might be brought
Far to the contrary, [
two occasions ot pay !
moment in the count
it had no cutstanding <
not a line of insurance
but yet upon the appearance o
of the person to insure he was o
loss.

Moreover, that company con
do many of the insurance <
this State, Iargely to IIs rever
Liverpoal, London. and Globe !
tributes more than any ona o
counties in this State. But I m
fude to that to show that my
interest in the question is of no mo
I could not tell you to-day nor !
yvears what assitance the agency
Liverpool. London, and Globe has
me. I do not know.

So. Mr. Chairman, tne questio
down to.this: The gentleman
one upon the quastion of
Southeastern Tariff Association out
State. I am glad he d1g 1t Yet b
mation of that association was for
purpose, and it did some good, i
much avil, in ite reign In this St
glad 1t went cut.

There are one. or two comments I
like to make ‘upon the "m“ci‘i.l.
gentleman from Charlotts (AIr. Hggie

The gentleman used

tes

- >

the follow

dress I made before the '
merce in this city soma momt\s 8
“In the course of a speech delive

‘fore the Chamber of Commerca, May

the gentlsman m Richraood said: ;

“The question may pertingnily be
whether the reform conteraplated cal
a release of all personalty fro 2
1 may say na.. there are some -

it would be }u:*)gc
to exclude, aprticularly those which
C
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