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DEEPLY INTERESTING PAPER:OYSTERS ARE REPORTED SCARCE
~

ASD 'lABOR VERY HIGH.
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Personal Reminiscences of. Much"

;.Value!—Recollections' jof;.Presi«lent

Davis, Bob Toombs, R. M. T. Hun-

ter, and Judali P. Benjamin.
Tht, :'Stock} <ocJdr Snbscrilicd. and

- ;«Te TTorlc of Construction. Bcsnn-

IJcatli ol Clarence Edwards— Open-.

Hus-JinlV^ptthc Middlesex Bank.

R. <& G CORSET COMPANY; Hew York

No^ woman need be witlioutan R &G Qjrset because
J2;000 dealers now sell them. your. dealer is not one of
the J2,(J00, send to us. We willsend you* name tothe near-
est dealer who handles this corset* Every dealer who sells
the R &G Corset sells it withthe broadest guarantee ever
made for any corset.

"WIIiHEMIIXA'SIiAJfD.i
Except in- tUe Smart Set, Women

Care Little for Pretty: Touches.
(Philadelphia -Press.) .: ;

The Dutch lady".thorougMy.understands
household "management. \u25a0 -.: -
i <She prides herself upon giving, excel-

lent food, and, has a;, well-appointed
|linen press, but superfluous prettiness is

jwanting.. ': \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0''\u25a0 ".- -V:'.- \u25a0'\u25a0"\u25a0\u25a0 -'-:-:,-' •'-' • -'•-'""-.''\u25a0.'-
'

One willsee fine old silver and.precious

idelft' ware at the little dinners \u25a0 she is
ifond of gnnnff, hut .there will.he no

\ flowers on the table, and the guests do not

dress for dinner. V: .'" • • -'•'-.-
Liadies at The Hague and \u25a0among

-
the

•highest class are as , cosmopolitan, as
.smart, and: as beautifully:turned::out |as

Inany society in Europe, but:.the \u25a0bour-
lgeois has not much ideaYofJ dressing well
iand will appear at:thei,breakf ast table
In dressing go\yn and slippers, .not ex-
actly untidy, but "chosen more- with a
iview to the comfortable and the econ om-

1 leal than the becoming. :.
- -

; The woman whoidoes not:marry. l;and

who has a little money, can" lead a; very

!pleasant life. After 'twenty-five years,

!she •is allowed as ,mveh. liberty jas :if she
jwere a married- woman: .,: :

-
: . ::

'

I. More girls' of :'the :higher .classes re-
jmain unmarried than :of old,;and,;fill
i• their lives with:tnany \u25a0interests. Living
1is [:cheap ?in Holland, and a woman can
live:comfortably on very little.;

: ipjVTICGfoN, VAi;September 25.-(Spe-

r elal.)—What was a few .weeks ago re-

asmere, probability has cast off

its appearance; of doubt, and in its place

the ring" of the workman's hammer \u25a0is

'heard, as lie- isvordered to hurry ior-
\u25a0 ward with his work. The cause of;all

\u25a0 this din^is Hie,building of an. ice-plant

in' the village of TJrbar.na. Middlesex
bounty. For several weeks past -there

has hecn talk of the. ice-plant soon to

he placed in.Urbanna, but not even the

most sanguine expected that it would be

'commenced as 'soon as the. last of Sep-

\u25a0 tember.' :A few; days ago there was a

meeting of the stockholders. A motion

to. call for 10 per cent, of;stock sub-

Wcribed met with a ready, response, and

was commenced at once. Itis now
proposed to rush the work with.all possi-

ble'speed,. so as to:be; ready in a few

Weeks to furnish ice to the; large oyster

ihuckcrs along the;river, who use any

quantity, of thisiarticle.-In which to ship

their -oysters when opened. _\u0084, . . '

*w-The KMinist?rs'iand«l Jaynien's,..lnsutute.
to be held at Farnham Baptist church.

lit FarrihanvO in Richmond county, on

next Saturday and
- Sunday;, promises ijto

t>e 'one of the best attended ever held.
'This is a Northern Neck; institution,

und nearly every Baptist minister/in.the
lour counties-Lancaster, Northumber-

Jand. Richmond, and Westmoreland-will
present. . • , \u0084

From' 'remarks dropped by. oystermen it

appears, that this season is not to be a

very*profitable one. Oysters- of the re-

Tiuired size are scarce and labor higher

than
lever known a good colored

oysterman:: commanding as high as *40
per: month;; "Added to this the oysters

Bow being: caught are very, poor. ..The
most encouraging thing to-;: the oyster T
man, however, is the fact that there was
a. splendid catch of spat the past sum-

TOerv which means plenty of oysters, if
n'roperly/ cared for, in the j course* of the
next two years.; But little buying is

/et being done, and few of the twenty

nr more' large shucking' houses along the
Rappahannock have as yet opened in
.Tull blast.' : '

::
*

: Clarence Edwards/ ageS 23 years, only
j;ori of Mr. and Mrs. W.>M. Edwards, of;

Noriiinl: Grove, Westmoreland :: county,

\u25a0Sied ".this 'week; after an illness of two

\u25a0weeks with typhoid lever.-;A-littla less

than three weeks lago-Mr.;and Mrs. Ed-
wards lost a little child.. The family have
lhe;sj-mpathy ;of..many; friends .through-

out the Northern Neck in their double
bereavement. : -. • :.: .---.\u25a0;.•.

'-'Mr.5*5
*
and -Mrs. A;

-
C..:Rock, .of I^yells,.

county, -lost their little twelve-

year-old son, Bernard,i after ;a two day's

fillriess-; this1 week^The :<little=.£ellow.; was-
taken with a chill, and. in forty-eight

hours was a corpse.
'

-Edwin James, who.;has been spending

the-summer'in New York:city/'.with:relT^
atives, has returned to his home inlrv-

°Miss" Alice Kay, of Philadelphia, is -the
guest- of Miss;;Lola;Gry^ at; Sew Upton,:
iGloucester^ county. •.;- -.:;,, ?/-. :-:j.. \u25a0:,'--: \u25a0..;.: \u25a0:\u25a0\u25a0

-
j

1Miss Gazelle Hundley ihas returned;; to
her home at Dunnsville, Essex 7county,

aftere spending the -summer, in the -{Val-

ley of Virginia and Niagara, Falls. She
reports; having; spent a most : delightful

Isummer.;- ;\u25a0
- - " ' -

a i-
' "

I Harry Harrow and sister. Miss Mlna,

!are expected to ;reach their home . in

lower Middlesex county this week \u25a0\u25a0from
Ia ten days' 'stay at;the Pan-American ;
!Exposition. . . .' .... ""'

\u0084

'

Miss Taylor, of New York City, is -on
a visit to friends and; relatives:- near
Unionville, 'Middlesex county.>,.-... -. /

! Arthur Chowning, after a visit to his

mother in TJrbanna, Middlesex county,;

has returned to his home, in Philadel-
phia.

- -' ' '
-\u25a0\u25a0 '. \u25a0.'"'•-'

R A". Davis, one of .the
'
leading mer-

chants of -'Urbanna,-:, Middlesex county,;

has left for a business trip.north. While:
away, he will;spend several days at the.
Buffalo : \u0084.'-•

Mrs. Geo. "Wright and two.children,; of
Gordorisville,5 Ta.,' were; recently ;..visiting

relatives :in the neighborhood of -Water
'View, Middlesex county. . - •

Invitations have been; issued for a
dance in the new, hali: of the Middlesex
bank, TJrbanna, for next Friday, evening,

which is to surpass '.anything jof its kind
;ever given in Middlesex; county. Aband
willbe procured from the city,and every-,
thing to. make ;the 'evening :a:brilliant
success has :been done. The dance is
givenin honor of the opening of.the. new
bank building,.which has. just been com-
pleted. This building is one of the fin-;

est along, the Rappahannock, .and is;a;
three-story, vpressed-brick; structure.

Mrs. J. B. Woodward" and children .and
»Mrs. F. E: Montague, all ofiRichmond
city,:are :visiting'., relatives In Saluda,
Middlesex county.

-

tion chiefly to finance. He was the author
\u25a0 of the principal ;financial;measures of the
IConfederacy^;the ;tax in:kind;:the Interi;
convertible borid, and others. ;He was

Jalso president pro' tempdre of the .cham-
ber.

"
! .: -

-\u25a0 ;
Mr. Hunter 'vacated -the ;State

Department Mr. Benjamin was trarisfer-
ired fromthe -"War Department to fill the
/position^:' He, -therefore, entered; on"his
•:duties February 23, .1862, and;;remained
Iwith"Mr."Davis so -long as there was ra»
9 semblance of,;his.government. He was a
man' of wonderful and .varied .gifts, rare

\u25a0eloquence and accomplishments, ;a great

Ilawyer,-: Senator, and man ;of;affairs.;r;rHe
could:; dispatch readily and: speedily y-a'

very large ;amount vof business. Ihave
known*hirh? to'compose a most important"'• state": paper \u25a0of

;pagea or more at

va -single \:sitting:in a. clear, neat ;chiro-:
':graphy, ,and with:hardlyh a.singleiword
Iinterlined or erased.' His style was a
-model =of ease "and ;perspicuity.- Mr.Davis
?set the highest value upon ;his services

his'ffiendshipo A Secretary of{State;

is bound to consult his chief ;on every
important matter lying within^his pro-
lvince.;Mr.Davls's >room arid Mr. Benja-

min's were barely a:hundred feet apart
upon the same floor, and

*
there was hard-"

Iy a day In which"Mr.Benjamin did not
;
visit the :President: in

:his office. <nrot;so
:much on 'affau-s lof his own department
;as ,to \u25a0learn the army news of

- which Mr.
:Davis was;sure to be:informed,;: if any-
;body. was. ;With"such relations, therefore,
between: these two gentlemen, and;much
-more of;which-Xdo not propose; to -speak, j
It,ls a moral impossibility: that Mr.Davis;

'I would
'
dream of transacting .diplomatic

business outside of the regular/channels.
'it Mr.;DavisV had not fully trusted;; his
"secretary he would .have dropped ;him
and appolntedsome one whom he couldi
jtrust. Mr.Davis practically leftthe State
Departirierit to; its secretaries. He has
:said that he left finance to Hunter and
Memminger.and this was quite true.
;The grand objective point of Confed-

erate diplomacy, for four years was to'
Secure recogniti oiias an independent goy-^
\u25a0"erriment'lfor the' Confederacy.

;This- was
:the

;policy eriabodied ln>Mr. Hunter's let-
ter of Instructions to Mr.:Slidell already
mentioned,' and Itwas- the policy;constant-
lykept In view by:his:successor in office;;
Mr.Benjamin. .An offer to cede territory

-in'exchange \u25a0 for intervention 'and; :help
\u25a0would have been ;fatal to the arguments
on which the demand for recognition was
;based. '_ \u25a0 . - ' .. '_

' ......'
I."must not conclude my personal notice

of tMr.;Benjamin stating that
such .was %his '.appetite ;and f facility^for
work, that

'the:,President % devolved \much
upon him ;•riot"strictly-pertaining:; to'ihis
own department. The facilityJwith-which
after the":collapse; of;;the7Confederacy he
attained :the ;highest

'
distinctions of the

IEnglish;bar and:mad c ;a large fortune,-,
"was one" of the marvels' of a great career.

I«met 7him
'
in
;ljoridoniin IS7S;he:

hardly
"
referred 7 toythe; great fstruggle:l

with which :he had been so conspicuously
;identified.: Norman ::l]recall; that at; any-
;tiine ?in Richmond ;or '\elsewhere he ever j
jndulgedjin^retrospect.; ;s^; ;;7

" ;; j
Ifreserve" for notice' hereafter one of the

so-called, "lost chapters" having somj
!basis of truth, but perverted by elaborate7fiction out of all proportion.

"::.::;Washington, T>.C "_ ''Z.\x.•.- ,

Fonrtl* "Virsrinla Ca-ralry, C. 5. A.
Tour correspondent in last Sur.day-j

Dispatch "S" takes me to task
'
becaust

?I.ventured the remark that Colonel Tvof-
'dridge did not' return to the re?imenr
•after he was wounded at Spotsylvan!^
ICourthouse. Idid not say it -with aaj
j.iatentlon of- casting a reflection upon h\Icourage; far frorii it." Numbers otaj
!companions will testify that Ihad often
|remarked inbattle what coolness and sal*
; lantry was exhibited by this noble sojt
dier. As to the facts in the case Inband, ":
much depends Upon what mightbe tern.
Ed: with the.; regiment from. January i,

1860, to the surrender. Ifbeing:, withua ai
\u25a0a"brigade commander Is nieant, ITr'ghf
have escaped seeing him, or as Itrenter.cd' but littlemovements during tho wle.
: ter months; (the :companies composlni
the regiment being scattered, winter for-;
aging) the same cause might have hipi
peried. But.;when active operations fa{
begin and it began In earnest at "Fivi
Forks," ;I tell "S" Colonel \u25a0Woo'.dridjj

did not lead us that day, for a two-lcssciJ :

man could hardly go- where we wenv-
Could.he.have been at HighBridso? r.«
at Farmville? or. in the charge whea we
captured ?General Gregg, who, with h!i
troops ;came :so "near *capturing

"jlan
Bob," ;and Inot see him? And ItIs v
singular "that Idid not see him at th»
surrender: when -the officers held a parley:
"as to Trhat .was best.t o"be;done to aur« \u25a0

render or no? We concluded to leava
feint arid marched on toLynchbur?, get :
supper (by force) ,?bid each 7 other fare-

-
:

wall and parted. Iwish
;I;

Idid know -aa :

curately what officers of the Fourth weri
at that; separation. Iknow only two loi
;a certainty; \u25a0Lieutenant O. M.Corbla azi
'.myself.:: Captain Strother, of Coa-
'\u25a0\u25a0panyvC, who had command of the regi-

:ment, jhad been captured a few evening!

.before arid must have commanded U3 at
;
Piy3 Forks. A. part of

-
this i3offlcial

record. Itmay, be :Colonel Wooldridsi
had command of tho brisada. or wa3

s filling:some' place ;.higher that wouM
"require horseback travelling. "S." forseu
that all; the cavalry iiightins at that
day 1 were done on foot. In closing 1
'will.'state that Colonel "Wooldridga ar.aj
;:have; been with the army; yea. may hay;

\u25a0been 'with the cavalry; may hava beer

'with-the brigade, but Imust contend h(

could'not have lfed tha Fourth as colonel
those last memorable day3of our Losl
Caiise^ \u25a0 JOHN" A. HOLTZJrAX. ;
. P. S.: Will "S." or some ona interested
"take the pains; to.:look at the offlcial r>

port of Fitz. Lfee or Munford (itI3ona </,
them) ithat ordered Colonel Strother, m

!commander of the Fourth, to go forwart
arid inperson ascertain what troops tnoM

wero :passingr. us the next night alter tC(,

Five Forks's: battles? Strother was cap«
tured-by^ the same. They were so Cost

that Iheard the quesUons they put ti

vhim;after ;he was
-
taken in out of vxt

J. A. u-y.
:\u25a0 Jeffersonton, "Va., September. 2s. Iwl.

canard; and ldonT believe" a Word of"it,
Iknotr that, your: relations;. with,;your;
chlefr-Mr."Benjamin; :w;?re ;such jthat^ypu;
:would have = known fof:It if It had. been

'"My- commission: as Attorriey-Genefalj
bears the date of the 4th of January, .-^ow..

\u25a0v,Wlth kind .regards and much esteem,

i?la^|yours sincerely, "" «H
Ti:o Confederate State Department had

In\u25a0;?itssservice uumo yi •\u25a0"*- **»

-
A^tai;iolslof^e|South. It.was jorganLzedgn

Montgomery, Ala..
The Hon.-.^Robert, Toombs. of .Georgia,

was lithe;- first of >..-,,: He

was a man. o£ large, powerful frame.
)withl&lons, shagsy^lpc|sMan4Wa|
thbroughlyiimcbnyentional. f.He £had .been
a.?fdrstinguished member of the United
StateslHouse of Representatives fandvyva^
even more eminent :ln the Senate, \u25a0\u25a0 where
Hlsiibgic^passidh^f and* oratorical^ gifts

Ha?e?con^d6wmt6^^^thl^greattrepu^
tatlonffor)elo^ence^«tlhis|deUveryg^
nmrred V.Hyvshisll?vehemence^impetuoslty,
Sdpo|sfe^iffiper^^nunda^
He^as Snoj^office man;and; did^"Jf|S°^
inihisrdep^tmentSHe^as:quptedias,sayj ;

lr^vthat^elcarriedlthelbu^ne^|of^|
around in-Wsihat.^iiej

vreas6n"edithat^ dlolomacy^must

S^Jatl^^timelthir^adJb^ig
tlas?actual s Conflict*of

MmmmmmoImmmmmIfciiiiiiip
Hf^sSnSSdJoflhiisp^hJof|jJn^dry'feisa--: that ? itgdeseryed ,;a>P}»^J
Jh^idelof .tl,a of Pericles on a like oc-

casion. HUNTER.
" "

. Mr. TooiSs's successor in-the Confede-.

Ig^^r^SSeJf^

mmmmmomßM
the ;House: of Repre^entatrves

andsbec6ming,itsJ?Speaker;at the yearly
aee^bf i30:years>i he \u25a0:next1became i.a;mem-

bl?^?^S:XJnit ed^State S .Senate,|,and.
there taking the"aclcnowledged lead in^aUStters sor^revenuer^^appropriation,;

me^S'o^either^party.*: His .mmd^vas{^ughtful,isagacious-well; bal^iced,^;
pre-eminently^ conservative.. His

rate -instructions to; Messrs. :siidell_and

Mason-Swhorwerecommissioned^.l^

Sd Who^ical-arid he
\u25a0a higher scholarship,- but a; broader, more^
thoughtful grasp^of. public affairs coupled

;Jriper:3udgment^nd.more.concil-

feh? tSn^derate Government moved

rSf th^ariny to Richmond in- the early,

;Mallory,tßeagan, and :others^Mr^Dags.
'Idid not see for-a- few weeks.^He was

It^this^time confined- to^his.home^onShodcoerHillbya protracted illness but
.h^possesßesaigreatvitaUt^and^re-
Covered in a? month or so. Aftertha^ni^
•ness he was"careful- to take regular^exer-•
cisc He used to take very,long.rides in

\u25a0the 'country, going out;late' in the .even-,
-ing andvhaving: only a single.companion,

ono of his-aids^or/his si3te^
-in-law, Miss Howell. The country, about
;Slctiihoha^was:^at;Hthat-,:tirne: thickly

hooded, imperfectly guarded, ;iand he ran
'
considerable {risk/;.but 1on- a "Vf**-^*

s that he would \u25a0not :;have relished ,advice^,
-His attentionUo^hisiarduous office worit

:was^unremitting;, :•.; He;was -grave,:#t
courteous.fa good- business ;man, attentive

rtd; official^routine and ;forms. :He /naa
ibeen^fdur, years

-
;United;: States Secretary

LWar;:and knew^ their ,value. He dined'
Hate -and after: his fides, -but,was, always

singularly -abstemious ;:and \u25a0; temperate.
:A1ter ¥dinner :he "was" usually [;ready \fop
vquiet,% social:;converse: with his -family

-arid- friends "and seemed to enjoy'itgreat-

liy:r:r But;he ::never ;mixed up5;work ;and
Tpleasurei cThere iwere jno*;formal ;:recep-
:; tions Jor large <"companies iat .the: Presi-
dent's. But nevertheless, :thi3- old; house

•hasi its pleasant flayorof social traditions.
.During: theiwinter.of.11861-'62.Mr/:Hun-

ger's'Virginia^ friends;Insisted on:his;giv-
::ihg?up"'the^Cabinet; s place :he ;,\u25a0 held >and
-going Intolthe Confederate, Seriate, in;or-
derj to represent 'Virginia.--Ina'mattefi of

=ithatvklrid"he -felt that he:ought toTyleld
Uovtheir\ wishes" and^ accordingly ;he was
selected'; toithat body, rhis? term beginning ;

February 22, 1862.; Here hergave his atten- J

A Lumsdee Watch,
\u25a0if treated with common care, willoutlive its wearer. They are built
•

tipon the principle that the simplest means of producing agiven result ,
\jare bestr— thus reducing the^ia.biiityL.tb',breakage/V,'- ;Wre holdourselves.
Sresponsible ;for any *defect:in material or. performance under fair

\u25a0' tisage— not fora year, nor for a decade, but 'always/; 'V :\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0:\u25a0•\u25a0

We give Cash. Rebate Coupon s; or, if you prefer, a 5 per cent.

discount for cash.
• vi LUiiloUcu (\Cull) , .; -

\u25a0

Manufacturing Jewelers and Opticians. 731 East flaillSt.

Suri,;Tue &Frl

Surreys,
n;v>i

'
A BEAUTIFULLnSTEf^HOaSE-SHOW TRAPS; DOCTORS^ BUGGIES,*EXTENSION

lops *
FANCY TRAPSS ?A?;number rof SECOND-HAND. VEHICLES '>FOR S SALE/SRE-

JpAIRiNGpjnJIREPAINTmG done ia the best manner. my 26-Su,W&FM|

|v ptnf oo

Vehicles and Harness.
R. H. BOSHER'SSONS, I5BS2LS?S ST"

r-Sn- n RPiSJNIFTT WHOLESAIE «*rbtailstables

if not foundjini
stock, can bo left with John S Wha--

by Geo. D. Bennett, wbo is;',perma^

Yards; :Illinois,- tbeilargastlHorpelSnd^
®ule^ market.-.'in-", the world. Order'
guaranteed to bft filledsatisfactory foi

.pairs of; horses, bothWcamagefeaiiWi
horses j^^laUfkindsorihule^

iSpeciallprjic^s iiiS^lSSdilotsito^delSlew^v
'

\u0084 ge29^iiS£WTO

in-
° 1?

CRIBS COTS, eHATIBER AND PARLOR SUITS,

DiNINQwABIiESI'SGnAIRSi CARPETS, DRyuujblb,
COAL, GAS, AND OIL HEATING AND COOKING

;• :
'

\u25a0 .O?livr£*iL«ik7ilCl<w»ttwH«* llllJUwittLCJI/JTIiW-vd. ;-- ..\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0-\u25a0,\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0.- \u25a0 -x--; > \u25a0\u25a0-

!; Come to see us before the Carnival comes. and be

419-421 E. Broad Street* Between Fourth and Fifth Sis.

If You Can't Pay Cash, We'll Give You Credit.

(Colonel '\u25a0 Li.:Q. .Washington \u25a0:in(jthe New
< .York- Independent.) "

\u25a0The public.'.has had a''•deluge of histories
inrespect. to the CivilVar, and the South-
ern Confederacy. The history,of the,'ah-
tecedent period covering :the anti-slavery;
agitation; has also \been written' up; •; for.

the most part withbias and partisanship.;

The :;military;events'; of "\u25a0 the:;four-years^
struggle .have also -beeni; exhibited; in

ofixcia.lt' reports,? documents,' memoirs,' and
narratives' of every kind:and description.-
The material; for: this^history^exists:: in.
abundance; but, though passion is s'ubsid-;
ing,;it would still' be difficult\ to'prepare .
a work satisfactory ,to both sides of this
great controversy.- yery; little comparatively - has; been

written in.respect" to the; wbrk'fof *~ the
Confederate State Department. Some am- 1

bitious attempts have been recently made

to'supply this -omission by-persons whose
means of obtaining accurate information
were.quite limited.' /.Misrepresentations of
Confederate ;diplomacy :, have come \ from
different "\u25a0\u25a0- sources. .They

'
:were made dv-_

ring;the war in some anti-administration
newspapers /published in the South. At-
tacks were /made which could easily have
been; answered by theIState "Department
making known its; policy and -telling.what
ithad done or.was doing, but this method
of'defence. was not permissible."^ Since the
struggle;closed some ;persons *have' iimade
icriticisms .based ipartly on public.doeii-;
;merits ;Jwithf a fcerta^
misrepfesentation, .relying on \u25a0 the .preva-
lent; sectional' prejudice* for their, market^
,^Yith;some

'Others'; of late ;the >motives_
seem .to;have been [to^provide .sensation'
aridV to; ;.make omoney;. < and bold;; as-_
sertions,; trusting, to luck and": the -lapse
ofi;time ;to prevent r exposure. . This ,last
line -of .'\u25a0 business ;as ;time' passes is appa-
rently oh'the increase. .-
'£;> \o^:;THH|IA.RCHIVES. X

f

1;TheOarchives '\u25a0• of the :Confederate .State
Department ..were :

;purchased ..:by the
United.;States Government ;in •the . .year
IS72 ;frora :,Colonel John T.VPickettj" They
are ;in the ,main- :but 'not absolutely,;full"
and correct.:?I'called iSecretary; Richard-
son's' attention :soon- after the time of pur-j
chase to one very, important; forgery. It
deserves ;to-be rioted that :the r officials at
the;head; of;.the; Confederate" State;jDef;
partment

'

and ;those
'

:prominent ;in its ;ser-
vice who were :best "qualifiedsto write con- J

cerning; its 'operations \ have publisned:;iit-
tle or

'
nothing about "rit.^'i?Mr; Benjamiri;

in:,;response 'to VMx.v'Davis's; inquiries,--
wrote;something,; but not;much, about the
Hampton '\Roads ;conference; Mr. Hun-
ter, Mr. ;Stephens, and;Judge Campbell,
considerably more, ij.but Con that
chiefly.-:-I(regret "\u25a0 now that vl'.did

'riot take";
up 'this ;'general -subject vin:;1572,;but'^all ;
my tiriieiwas then engrossedi by.the work:
and cares of life.
. In';the -absence;; of reliable exposition '

by competent 'Persons, and, indeed," near-;
lyall of them' having passed away, we afet
favored with/alleged :"lost.c hapters" of
Confederate history. >^ The public; is .told;
thatlthe^secret^things'? of )that. period:

? are)
to be brought to]light;how Prince ,Polig-
nac was

'
sent to Paris:to swap off Louisi^;

!ana;for intervention by'/ Louis Napoleon,"
and v.;toi'supersede x Slidell, while another ;
writer ftells -ms: how*,;Mr.; "Duncan
Kenrier,;6f fLouisianaV •\u25a0"was -'^dispatched;
withVauthority.'\tb supersede ;both> Slidell \u25a0;
arid Mason.;;;;:Perhaps;this?isfthe; proper,;
plac e \u25a0to •say tha t";thc secr ets

'
of ? the ;.Cori-'

federate :Goyerriment \wefeiwell ';.'; k'ept:fil:
have heard ;a:statement [to the \effect 'that)
thoVQnited h States^ Govenimentlwasl yegu^i
larly.kept advised.of the military i
;arid

'
movements-: of Confederacy >",byi

some faithless "War /Department .'official,

but- this story has nr foundation 1ln'factr?
Iti;was hatched at a .time -when -gossip
wasl(easy7arid ;imaginationf active: \u25a0 '.' An-
? others oft^printe^fsta^ipthatiMiss^^nj
Lew,:a person \u25a0 of •-\u25a0known Union; sympa-j ';

Vthies,^ residing- mllUchinond^;but£hj£vingj
Ino^officlalf^siUonTorJapclaVielattee^co^
ftrivedS.tO;purveylhlghlyHmportantiinfof^
mation ;forl- the ;Government;;
She -might* havef pickedTVupf s6me|emptyj
gossip's andlrumors

"
in\ circulation,' but;

nothing ;more. In• fact, even|the) leading;
3ofJRichmond iknew^ little|or|nog

'thing1
'

"of what' was passing or ycontenvf;;
plated"vby

-
the J

;until% events :
actually^ transpired;;^.The^newspapers?pf^
;Richmond \u25a0were hardly,anys;bstter off/The]
sessions, of \ theIConfederate! Congress ion;
all%matters of •importance :,,were,„\u0084with;
closedTdobrslrandSh^e^hevCT'Jb^en^pub^^
lished. \u25a0 •? Thiefprinted^reportsjfof jthej-pub^
lie sessions --"were' very' meager^-Ih jfact;^
\u25a0mere^skeletbnf reports.. -.Thejs Federal \spyj
occasionally -entered- the3.southernJlirtes.-

.and "perhaps -visited -Richmond.- ;,butv he
went away as" wiseras:when :he;came;ViHe;
could>hardly;have :dorie any good.work^or.
he:would :have!repbrted -'to -.the;War^pe^ \
partnierit?that Richmond had? practicaUy

f
i

no•garrison ••before:May,-;1883;" andionly;|aj
small btieJafterward. 7V; The: blockade! run^;
ners !:were vallowed":to ;pass between ißich-::
riiondfandl'Washihgtonijbut were a harm-;
less set^of. gentlemen.^:.l lusedftoscross-.;
exaniineHhem, but met only.;one that'hadi,
;any,:intelligence 'of,interest, >anaythatywas :

on isubjects mot tconnected&with^thejjwaj^;
This person (was; a woman .whoiknewihqw^
tosuse-herleyesvandvears/ r

but; not- -well;
enough

-
to \u25a0]affect a campaign -:ori,change ;

the: face of.history.- \u25a0

THE ORGANIZATION.
The -successive

•
heads ;of

-
the f;Confea>,

crate
*
State :Department,; Messrs: jToombs;:

Hunter, -
and .Benjamin,'; andIthose \gentle^;

men serving sunder, it,:i.-such;;.;as-" Slidell;-
Masdn, -Mann, ;Yancey, Preston, \u0084': Lamar,';.

Clay,-and :iothers;^ were} then
• either ;\u25a0 advanced .in;,years lor;middle-aged
men, and- now,11- over iyears ;
having elapsed, :.it is not strange -that: they,
have' gone to;their :rest.••':;;I:am- thei only^

;s'urvivor/o;
survivor/ofithose who ;.were;;in: the? State:
Department Tat Richmond, and, I'think,;
the only one livingwho was in.its service
at home or -abroad.' spending;
a;;few weeks inRichmond, chiefly;engaged;

in editorial work for the Examiner,?when,-
about the 4th of November, :1861, "by? thej
invitation

-
of Mr. Hunter, ;then? Secretary.;

of \u25a0\u25a0: State, Ibecame his ;chief iclerk^ :On;

the' 22drof iFebHary,-1562,i FebHary,- 1562,\ the government^;
tinder "th© :•"Permanent sConstitution^ :;.;of|
the Confederacy, was inaugufated.^aiThiS;
led to some changes in':.personnel^ ;Mr.r
Hunter; went into the Confederate -Senate, 1;

representing Virginia!': .-\u25a0 TheH Hon; J.;P..
-Benjamin, ;then 7 Secretary:; of ';War,;;,was.:
transferred \u25a0\u25a0 to be Secretary •;of \u25a0 State. -Mr.';
"William M.; Browne, the":Assistants Sec-;

retary of State,- became one of;the Presi-;:
"\u25a0\u25a0 aids, \ and,;; as :=:=chief '\u25a0 clerk, rIA per-;

formed the usual
'duties ;of the' former =

ipbsitl6n\until'.the close, of -the; strugglean;
•April,1865. Inthis .way I,became' convert

\u25a0 sarit "t with all.that was Jbeing ,done ;or,that
;;had been- done ;by ;the ;State -Department, l
"and I.also .learned confidehtly.f much, of
what :- wasJbeing done vby>the ,other ;;de-
partments^SWith'the: heads .of 'these; de-)
partments;-:- as as the- President, jI
had- cordial "relations ] and:most 11

>
ofithem';I-

had; known \u25a0. before: for.;years. ;;.The> irn^
portant military news; came to;us; :of
course, and .also :mariy;of, the .plans of
military,operations. :.I, had:\u25a0: so

" - many,

friends iinj:Congress i. that,.Iwas easily,

kept|advised of what \u25a0 it;was doing. J On
the :- other -hand, ?no one outside knew, the
business ;ofs the .State .Department except

the^ President, :and:h6.;was :nqt^thelkind;
of a nian ito:gossip or to be";questioned. j*;

THE L<OST CHAPTER.9
With" these opportunities :forran inside*

view of.air that passed; at Richmond from
October, .1861, .to :

-April;:j1865;;-/;.!;ihave ;

been Table to 'appreciate at its -^true ivalue
the -;fiction

'in reference to the!Confeder-^;
ateiGovernment ;concocted 7 from to \u25a0

time^wV;If there Jbe \u25a0 a "lost^chapter" K-of;

.the ?history /ofIthe \Confederate; State De;|
partnient,-I beileve that Iam.the only one 1

capable ? of supplying:itJ;: The story, that?
has =;been made ;public;to \effect

;;that^
Prince Polignac was ;sent by therßich-;

mond )government about
-
the;close (ofit the~

civil;war .on- a.mission to the; Emperor;
Napoleon/: with7authority,;to:offer a'; trans-;

fer :of;Louisiana \u25a0to
'

France \ in exchange :
for ;his intervention in favoriof ]Con-^
federacy, is fnot/a <"lost '1chapter,'; y for.;, the
good;and sufficient ;reason! that;nor,such
chapter was;ever written,;and.J therefore, f
'could not .well be lost.; JVIrV;Davis iWas'al-:
.ways a-great stickler for:adhering iio-,the}
'Constitution; and helclearlyi had; noicon-;

\u25a0stitutional :VauthqrUyXt6;~propqse r;"sucH|a:
transfer. . ;;Moreover^ Louisiana, '\u25a0:\u25a0.. Arkan-
sas,* and Missouri were three;of the;States:
belonging tq:the; Confederacy;- though r

-
at:

largely foMupledipy^the {Federal \u25a0

;tro6ps;;and -their;:"soldiers perform- \u25a0''

in"gi'.their>;'duties '\in^theiConf ederate |army?
.with singular .zeal^ forfitude^and ;herbismlj
Thef suggestion ;;to "turn7 over? these! sol-?
'diers^their Shomes,-.: andy liberties^to^ariy|
European "\u25a0governmenty in:/order f\to?isaye>
rthe Mother;- States ;/from? being-; overrun;:
Vwould" not- have 7been' entertained^or^a';
!momerit?by/Mr.;Da.vis^qrany-:qne;of .his;
ICabinet.';;:; Prince ]- Polignac VwasJa *gallant ;
-brigadier.; of ;the western: army, "and: is sa;
'gentleman -of high;~character^anfl^lntel--
iligence^butihe I"was;1 "was;;notiat':any^time Jin;
Uhel^iplbmaticyserviceTof.tb^yCqnfede^ate;
iC^yernmeht^^The^Confederacyi'possessied:

\u25a0 aTsinguiarly;able ;representative "tat>Paris ;
inithe^persbns ofIHqn;">; John!fSlidell,sofj
:Louisiana.'Vai former • ass qciate IofiMr.i'Jef-^
;ferson ;Davis's int the £States? Sen- ;

/ate^fHei^yas^trustedltoi the.fullestfextent!-
byXthe ?PresidentYahdyi%;" Mr.1-Benjamin;';
and, ;from; the : tJmoShe^entered ionghis;

vduties isoon jaftervtheVaffair ;:6f jthe~ Trent,';
no other- person was"- ever chosen- to

11make farijrJrepresentatiqn^ibral ;orl/written,^
Kt6|thetEmperblr;OTshisiMinisteVsfqfJ Fqr-i
Keignf!Affair3.. To these officials \u25a0 he;had;

most respectful consideration. \u25a0. 'Slidellj
was 'a wise, sagacious, -experienced Smai^i
|offaffairs;^and "was^probably^better^ fitted^
tos succeed at Paris of all placeafithan;

[anyyotherlman^ Indeed^ irdpubtf ifiha:§ad;

iantf equal? in? thesS6uth^ for|a/jdipjomatic 5
post;^unless |poasiblyS,ljamarj;or4 General^

[ Dick::Taylor/;/6fil^
iwere imen(of ,very7 strikiiigTgifts,\a^id';had;?
i;I:;think,

'
the "special'qualincatjons requ^i^

for diplomatic service.

-Wh?rt the account of .this-. alleged- io-
Hgnac ml-s^ion y.as ;published "in 1895' I-
rgave'litfa'brief i^contradiction \u25a0in.the;press. :
lA-tithatltiinelPreisident/f DavisEwasldead^'
and,"Ibelieve, ,onlyStwo^|his|x:ablnet|

\u25a0stlUf survived— namely, Judge ReaganMofi
Texas," and the Hon. George Davls.^of,
iWilmlngton; N. C. Judgo Reagau; who,

I-ainjhappy rto
'
say, still lives, -

wrote;mej
'June!^.flSSS/trsaying;? that "any measure
"ofithislimp6rtance^ouldfne]:essari^
ibeenfcqnsidefedib^thelCabinetfoffth&l
Confederacy, :\and VnoI-such.'; pro jecf4^asj
ever!mentioned or.hinted at in thbJCably
W^f \u25a0

' "4#tTh* denial of the Hon. George Davis,
ex-Confederate Attorney-General in 18GV
tofwhom Ialso wrote, is not ies» em-

"Wilmington, N. C.» June- S9, 1895.
•|I^B.^|Bhlnston, Esqr., Washft^ojiH

'•'Dear Sir,
—

After long years Iam;glad
once mor«a to hear from you. Ihave b«en
eqhflnedVfor"a;lorig\time with> lingering
BlcktiessLfro'm which Iamvnot yet rer
covered, and:*oIam compelled to write
' '
"I:

-
never"|M»rd a word'of t*«^ Poiimwtmm

TITO i^ldi^ONDM

'/is very much like the blossom-
v I ingof a flower. Its beauty and|

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0: [perfection depends
-

'entirely
[ upon "the care bestowed upon
I$-' its'parent. Expectant mothers :
| should have the tenderest care. .

They,should be spared all worry .
• and anxiety. They should eat
plentyvoif;[go6d|n6unshing food_ and take geiitieexercises)|^His|

;willgoa \u25a0lbn&Ava£toward preser^
H Hng*£th*emhißalii|a^'d£th^ir;_b^uty^
H as well as that of the littleone to

come. But to be absolutelyjsure|
HI of a short and painless =labor they/

3
Uon, This !\u25a0 a simple Hnlmontf whicht
is to <

S rstrenjfthaadviicprtothelimußClcaandlgg- tprevents all ofthediscomforts ofpregiS
nancy,! which f.worn uned to think*
ware • absolutely,! necessary." . Whes

.Mother's 'JEriend i* used.ttiensHi'iio;'
,GetfMother'« Friend at th« <!rug
I|4*&Sl?*per. bottle. \u25a0
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