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THE NORTHERN NECK.

OYSTERS ARE REPORTED SCARCE

AND LABDOR VERY HIGH.
e e G

“ URBAFNA TO HAVE AN ILE- PLART.

The Stock Quickly Subscribed and

. ‘the Work of Construction Begun—
Denth or Cinrence Edwards—Open-
‘ 4ng Ball of the Middlesex Banlk.

IRVINGTON, VA., September 28.—(Spe-
cial)—What was a few weeks ago Tre-
garded as mere probability has cast off
its appearance of doubt, and in its place
the ring of the workman's hammer is
heard, as he is ordered to hurry for-
ward with his work. The cause of all
this din is the puilding of an ice-plant
4n’ the willage of Urbapna, Middlesex
county. Xor ceveral weeks past there
has been talk of the jce-plant soon to
be placed in Urbanna, but not even the
most sanguine expected that it would be
commenced as ‘soon as the last of Sep-
tember. A few days ago there Wwas 2
meeting of the stockholders. A motion
to call for 10 per <ent. of stock sub-
scribed met with a ready response, and
work was commenced at once. It is now
proposed to rush the work with all possi-
ble speed, so as to be ready in a few
weeks to furnish ice to the large oyster
shuckers along the river, who use any
sjuantity of this article, in which to ship
their oysters when opened.

“The- Ministers’=and .Laymen’'s-Institute
to be held at Farnham Baptist church,
»t Farnham, in Richmond county, on
next Saturday and Sunday promises to
e one of the best attended ever held.
This is a Nerthern Neck jnstitution,
and nearly every Baptist minister in the
Jour counties—lancaster, Northumber-
jand, Richmond, and Westmoreland—will

Ye present.

From remarks dropped by oystermen it |
appears that this season is not to be a ¢
very profitable one. Oysters of the re- |
quired size are scarce and labor higher !
than ever known before, a good colored |
pysterman commanding as high as $40i
per month. Added to this the oysters
now being caught are very DOOT. The
smost encouraging thing to the oyster-
man, however, is the fact that there was
a splendid catch of spat the past sum-
mer, which means plenty of oysters, if
properly cared for, in the course of the
next two wears. But little buying is
yet being done, and few of the twenty
or more large shucking houses along the
Rappahannock have as yet opened in
full blast. -

Clarence Edwards, aged 23 vears, only
gon of Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Edwards, of
Nomini Grove, Westmoreland county,
dSied this week after an illness of two
weeks with typhoid fever. A little less
than three weeks \ago Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
~wards lost a little child. The family have
the sympathy of many friends through-
out the Northern Neck in their double
percavement. ;

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Rock, of Lyells,
Richmond county, lost their little twelve-

year-old son, Bernard, after a two day’s
illness this week. The little fellow was
taken with a chill, and in forty-eight
hours was a corpse.

Edwin James, who has been spending
the summer in New York city with rel-
atives, has returned to his home in Irv-
ington.

Miss Alice Kay, cf Philadelphia, is the
guest of Miss Lola Gry at Sew Upton,
Gloucester county.

Miss Gazelle Hundley has returned to
her home at Dunnsville, Essex county,
aftere spending the summer in the Val-
ley of Virginia and Niagara Falls. She
reports having spent a most delightful
summer.

Harry Harrow and sister, Miss Mina,
are expected to reach their home in
Jower Middlesex county this week frcm
a ten days' stay at the Pan-American
Exposition. ;

Miss Taylor, of New York City, is on
a visit to friends and relatives  near
Unionville, Middlesex county.

Arthur Chowning, after a’ visit to his
mother in Urbanna, Middlesex county,
has returned to his home. in Philadel-
phia.

R. A. Davis, one of the leading mer-
chants of Urbanna, Middlesex county,
has left for 2 business trip north. While
away, he will spend several days at the
Buffalo Exposition. X

AMrs. Geo. wWright and two children, of
Gordonsville, Va., were recently visiting
relatives in the neighborhood of Water
View, Middlesex county.

Invitations have beén issued for a
dance in the new hall of the Middlesex
bank, Urbanna, for next Friday evening,
which is to surpass anything of its kind
ever given in Middlesex county. A band
will be procured from the city, and every-
thing to make the evening a brilliant
success has been done. The dance is
given in honor of the opening of the new
bank building, which has just been com-
pleted. This building is one of the fin-
est along the Rappahannock, and is a

i three-story, pressed-brick structure.

Ars. J. B. Woodward and children and

Mrs. F. E. Montague, all of Richmond

city, are visiting relatives in Saluda,

Middlesex county.
————ca R —————

WILHELMINA’S LAND.

Lxcept in the Smart Set, Women

Care Little for Pretty Touches.

: (Philadelphia Press.)

The Dutch lady thoroughly understands
household management.

She prides herself upon giving excel-
lent food, and has a well-appointed
linen press, but superfluous prettiness is
wanting. . 3

One will sece fine old silver and precious
delft ware at the little dinners she is
fond of giving, but there will be no
flowers on the table, and the guests do not
dress for dinner. :

Ladies at The Hague and among the
highest class are as cosmopolitan, as
smart, and as beautifully turned out as
in any society in Europe, but the bour-
geois has not much idea of dressing well
and will appear at the breakfast table
in dressing gown and slippers, not ex-
actly untidy, but chosen more with a
view to the comfortable and the econom-
jcal than the becoming.

The woman who does not marry. and
who has a little money, can lead a very
pleasant life. After twenty-five -years,
she is allowed as much liberty as if she
were a married woman.

More girls of the higher classes re-
main unmarried than of old, and fill
their lives with many interests. Living
is cheap in Holland, and a woman can
live comfortably on very little.

LEEATAN AT AWy

discount for cash.

| A Lumsden Watch,

it treated with common care, will outlive its wearer.
upon the principle that the simplest means of producing agiven result
are best—thus reducing the liability to breakage.:
responsible for any defect in material or performance under fair
nsage—not for'a year, nor for a decade, but'alwayss !

TWe give Cash Rebate Coupons; or, if you prefer, a 5 per cent.

C. Lumsden & Son, ;

Manufacturing Jewelers and Opticians.

They are built

We hold ourselves

731 East 'ain St.

Sun, Tue & Fri

Vehicles and Harness.

R. H. BOS

Surreys

Buggies,

Phaatons;
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15 SOUTH NINTH ST.,
Richmond, Va.

Victorias,

" * A BEAUTIFUL LINE OF HORSE-SHOW TRAPS, DOCTORS’ BUGGIES, EXTENSION

' TOPS, FANCY TRAPS. A number
PAIRIN

G AND IgEPAINTmG done in the best manner.

of -good SECOND-HAND VEHICLES FOR SALE: RE-

my 26-Su, W&F

GEO.D.BENNETT

’WHOLESALE aRd RRTAIL STABLES

1917 E. FRATKLIN STREET.

: Cart:iés ‘a Full Stock of Horses and Mules

.

¥~ guaranteed to be

-

.- draft horses; also,

~Any special order, if not found in’
stock, can be left with John S. Wha- |
ley, salesman, which will be forwarded:| .

by geo.lb. Bennett, who is perma-
nently located at Natienal  Sto
Yards; Illinois, the 1arg§st°gla1 Stock

mule market in the world:
; 1
pairs of horses, b t};-’c’arria,'ge‘_:and

:Special pricesin car-load
‘ers. :
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(.S, STATE DEPARTAT.

A DESCRIPTION OF IT BY COL. L. Q.

WASHINGTON.
-——o———'

DEEPLY INTERE STIRG PAPER.

Personal Reminiscences of Mﬁch

Value—Rccollections' of President
Davis, Bob Toombs, R. M. T. Hun-

ter, and Judah P. Benjamin.

(Colonel L. Q. Washington In%the New

: York Independent.) %

The public has had a deluge of histories
in respect to the Civil war and the South-~
ern Confederacy. The history of the ‘an-
tecedent period covering the anti-slavery
agitation has also been written up, for
the most part with bias and partisanship.
The military events of the four-years’
struggle have also, been exhibited in
officiat reports, documents, memoirs, and
narratives of every kind and description.
The material for this history exists in
abundance; but, though passion is subsid-
ing, it would still be difficult to prepare
a work satisfactory to both sides of this
great controversy.

Very little comparatively has been
written in respect to the work of the
Confederate State Department. Some am-
bitious attempts have been recently made
to supply this-omission by persons whose
means of obtaining accurate information
were quite limited. Misrepresentations of
Confederate diplomacy have come from
different sources. They were made du-
ring the war in some anti-administration
newspapers published in the South. At-
tacks were made which could easily have
been answered by the State Department
making known its policy and telling what
it had done or was doing, but this method
of defence was not permissible. Since the
struggle closed some persons have made
criticisms based partly on public docu-
ments with a certain amount of added
misrepresentation, relying on the preva-
lent sectional prejudice for their market.
With some others of late the motives
seem to. have been to provide sensation
and to make money and bold as-
sertions, trusting to luck and the lapse
of time to prevent exposure. This last
line of business as time passes is appa-
rently on the increase.

THR 'ARCHIVES.

The archives of the «Confederate
Department were purchased by

State
the

United States Government in the year
1872 from Colonel John T. Pickett. They

are in the main, but not absolutely, full
and correct. I called Secretary Richard-
son’s attention soon-after the time of pur-
chase to one very important forgery. It
deserves to be noted that the officials at
the head of the Confederate State De-
partment and those prominent in its ser-
vice who were best qualified to write con-
cerning its operations have published lit-
tle or nothing about it. Mr. Benjamin
in response to Mr. Davis’s inquiries,
wrote something, but not much, about the
Hampton Roads conference; Mr. Hun-
ter, Mr. Stephens, and Judge Campbell,
considerably more, but on that point
chiefly. I regret now that I did not take
up this general subject in 1872, but all
my time was then engrossed by the work
and cares of life.

In the absence of reliable exposition
py competent persons, and, indeed, near-
1y all of them having passed away, we are
favored with alleged ‘lost chapters’’ of
Confederate history. The public is told
that the secret things of that period are
to be brought to light; how Prince Polig-
nac was sent to Paris to swap off Louisi-
ana for intervention by Louis Napoleon,
and to supersede Slidell, while another
writer tells us how Mr. Duncan F.
Kenner, of Louisiana, = was  dispatched
with authority to supersede both Slidell
and Mason. Perhaps this is the proper
place to say that the secrets of the Con-
federate Government were well kept. I
have heard a statement to the effect that

the United States Government was regu-

larly kept advised of the military strength
and movements- of the Confederacy by
some faithless War Department 'official,

—

|

: 1
is yery much like the blossom- i
ing of a flower. Its beauty and
perfection.  depends - entirely
upon the care bestowed upon {
its'parent. Expectant mothers
should have the tenderest care. )
They should be spared all worry. {
and anxiety.  They should eat }
plenty of good nourishing food }
_and take gentle exercises. This
will g0 a long way toward preserv- }
ing their health and their beauty. P

as well as that of the little one to

come. But to be absolutely sure

of a short and painless labor they.
- shoulduse - ;

Mother’s |

 Friend|

regular]ly during the months of ges |
tion.? ’ggis is ‘a'simplo liniment, Shich |
-is./t0" be applied’ éxternally.”: t ves '}
:strength and vx&or to the muscles’and
sprevents allof the discomfortsof preg-
-y nancy, which women: ‘to ghi
iwere iabsolutel
“Mother's:Frien

but: this story has nr  foundation In fact.
Itiwas hatched at a .time  when gossip
was easy and Imagination active. ' An-
~other oft-printed story is that Miss Van
Lew, a person of known Union sympa-
thies, residing in Richmond, but having
no official position or social entree, con-
trived to :purvey highly important infor-
mation for the Washington Government.
She might have: picked up some:empty
gossip and- rumors in circulation, but
nothing more, In-fact, even the leading
citizens of Richmond knew little-or no-
thing of what was passing or contem-
plated by the government until events
actually transpired.  The ‘newspapers of
Richmond were hardly any bstter off. The
sesslons of the Confederate Congress on
all matters of importance ,were  Wwith
closed doors. and  have mnever: ‘been pub-
lished. . The printed reports of the pub-
lic sessions were very meager—in fact,
mere skeleton reports. The Federal spy
occasionally entered the southern lines,
.and perhaps visited Richmond, but he
went away as wise as when he came. He,
could hardly have done any good work, or
he would have reported to the War, De-
partment that Richmond had practically.
no garrison before May, 1863, and only a
small one afterward. = The blockade run-
ners were allowed to pass between Rich-
mond and Washington, but were a harm-
less set of gentlemen. I used to cross-
examine'them, but met only one that had
any intelligence of interest, and that was
on subjects not connected with the war.
This person was a woman who knew how.
to use her eyes and ears, but not well
enough to affect a campaign or change
the face of history.
THE ORGANIZATION.

The successive heads of the Confed-
erate State Department, Messrs. Toombs,
Hunter, and Benjamin, and those gentle-
men serving under. it,
Mason, Mann, Yancey, Preston, - Lamar,
Thompson, Clay, and others, were then
either advanced in years or middle aged
men, and now, over thirty-five years
having elapsed, it is not strange that they
have gone to their rest. I am the only
survivor of those who were in the State
Department at Richmond, and, I think,
the only one living who was in its service
at home or abroad. I had been spending
a few weeks in Richmond, chiefly engaged
in editorial work for the Examiner, when,
about the 4th of November, 1861, by the
invitation of Mr. Hunter, then Secretary
of State, I became his chief clerk. On
the 224 of February, 1862, the government
under the “Permanent Constitution” -of
the Confederacy, was inaugurated. This
Jed to some changes in personnel. Mr.
Hunter went into the Confederate Senate,

‘!'no other - person was ever chosen:- to

‘|'to succeed at Paris of all places than

| been' considered by, the “Cabinet of’ the

.| met.!* 4 %
/| The denial of the Hon.

representing Virginia. The Hon. J. P.
Benjamin, then -Secretary of War, was
transferred to be Secretary of State. Mr.
William M. Browne, the Assistant’ Sec-
retary of State, became one of the Presi-
dent's aids, and, as chief clerk, I’ per-
formed the usual duties of the former
position until the close of the struggle in
April, 1865. In this way I became conver-
sant with all that was being done or that
had been done by the State Department,
and I also learned confidently much of
what was being done by- the other de-
partments. With the heads of these de-
partments, as well as the President, I
had cordial relations, and most of them I.
had known before for years. ‘The im-
portant military news came to us, of
course, and also many of the plans of
military eperations. I had so many
friends in Congress that I was easily
kept advised of what it was doing. On
the other hand, no one outside knew ‘the
business of the State Department except
the President, and he was not the kind
of a man to gossip or to be questioned. *
THE LOST CHAPTER.?

With these opportunities for an inside
view of all that passed at Richmond from
October, 1861, to April, 1865, I have
been able to appreciate at its true value
the fiction in reference to the Confeder-
ate Government concocted from time to
time. If there be:-a ‘lost chapter” of
the history of the Confederate State De
partment, I believe that I am the only one
capable of supplying it. The story that
has been made public to the effect that
Prince Polignac was sent by’ the Rich-
mond government about the ‘close of the
civil war on a mission to the Emperor
Napoleon, with authority to offer a trans-
fer of Louisiana to France in exchange
for his intervention in favor of the Con-
federacy is not a ‘lost chapter,” for the
good and sufficient reason that no such
chapter was ever written, and, therefore,
could not well be lost. Mr. Davis was al-
ways a great stickler for adhering to the
Constitution, and he clearly had no con-
stitutional authority to propose such a
transfer.  Moreover, Louisiana, Arkan-
sas, and Missouri were three of the States
belonging to the Confederacy, thcugh at
the time largely occupied by the Federal
troops, and their soldiers were perform-
ing their duties in the Confederate army
with singular zeal, fortitude, and heroism.
The suggestion to turn over these sol-
diers, their homes, and liberties to any
European government in order to save
_the other "States from being overrun
would not have been entertained for a
moment by Mr. Davis or any one of his
Cabinet. Prince Polignac was a gallant
brigadier of the western army, and is a
gentleman of high character and intel-
ligence, but he was not gt any time in
the diplomatic service of the Confederate
Government. - The Confederacy possessed
a singularly able representative at Paris
in the person of Hon. John Slidell, of
Louisiana, a former associate of Mr. Jef-
ferson Davis’s in the United States Sen-

by the President and By Mr. Benjamin;
and, from the time ‘he entered on his
duties soon after the. affair.of the Trent,

make any representation,‘oral or written,
to the Emperor or his Ministers of: For-
eilgn Affairs. To' these officials. he had
easy access and from them received the
most © respectful = consideration. | Slidell
was a wise, sagacious, experienced man
of affairs, and was probably better fitted .

any other man. Indeed, I doubt if he pad
an>equal in the_South for a diplomatic
post, unless possibly. Lamar or General
Dick Taylor, of Louisiana... These two
were men of very striking gifts, and had,
I think, the special qualifications requisite
for diplomatic service.

; THE -DENIAL. .« .- :

When the account of .this alleged Po-
fignac  mission “was  published in' 18% I
gave it a brief contradiction in .the press.:
At that time President Dayis was dead,
and, I believe, only two:of his Cabinet
still’ survived—namely, - Judge Reagan, of
Texas, and the Hon. George Davis,” of
Wilmington; N. C. Judge Reagan, who,
I am happy- to say, still lives, wrote me
June 28,189, saying that *‘any measure
of this‘importance would necessarily have

~was

Confederacy, .and no: such project :
5 Cabi:

ever mentioned' or hinted at in?
George Davis,

1864, |
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He had been
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Hadhe possessed:
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was quoted as say-
“he carried the business of the

d that diplomacy must
positive military suc-

t tual conflict of arms. In additjon
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to milita service, and during the sum-
s he left the department  to
He achieved

rest-chiefly on what he

Alex.
of his speech of Janu-
it deserved a place by
the side of that of Pericles on 2 like oc-

R. M. T.
Mr. Toombs's succes

HUNTER.

sor in the Confede-
t after July, 1361,
t M. T. Hunter, of Vir-
£ very different mold.
famous, University of
the bar, he went, after
tice, into .the-service of
He was:always & careful stu-
t the science of poli-
d sphere of action.
Representatives
Speaker at the early
age of 30 years, he next became a mem-
ber of the United States Senate, and
there taking the acknowledged lead'in‘ all
matters of revenue and appropriation,
he soon impressed himself on all his con-
temporaries as ome Of the Very ablest
among them. .On all revenue matters
He left that body in
rsonal enemy and with
t and esteem of all its
His mind was

the ‘Hon. Rober

Virginia, and for
the State.

tics in its most elevate

1861 ~without a pe
the sincere respec
members of either party.

thoughtful, sagacious, we 1
pre-eminently conservative. His elabo-

rate instructions to Messrs. Slidell and
Mason, who were commissioned to Lon-
don and Paris in September, 718(ia, em-
body the general policy of the” Confede-
rate State Department which was pursued
to the close. Like Mr. Toombs, he was

al appearance, but
fhe was far mcre studious, industrious,
and methodical, and he possessed not only
a higher scholarship, but & broader, more,
thoughtful grasp of public affairs couplf;d
with 2 riper judgment and more concil-
fatory temper.

The Confederate Government moved
from. Montgomery to Richmond in-the
v, 1861. :The President’s
offices and those of: the State Department
were located on the upper floor of the
spacious granite building known as the
Federal - custom-house. The Presideat
had there his personal office and Cabinet
room and also some other rooms fir his
six alds and his private secretary. The
remainder of the rooms on this floor
were assigned to the State Department
and were ample for its purposes, the
force being only a small one. On going
from the army to Richmond in the ear}y
autumn of 1861, I found Mr. Hunter Iin
the State Department. I saw also Messrs.
Mallory, Reagan, and others. Mr. Davis
I did not see for 'a  fow weeks. He was
at this time confined to his home on
Shockoe Hill by a protracted illness, but
he possesses a great vitality and he re-
covered in a month or so. After that ill-
ness he was careful to take regular exer-
cise. He used to take very long rides in
the country, going out late in the even-
ing and having only a single compa._nion,
perhaps one of his aids, or his sister-
in-law, Miss Howell. The country about
Richmond was at that time thickly
wooded, imperfectly guarded, and he ran
considerable risk, but on & point like
that he would not have relished advice,
His attention to his arduous office worf
was unremitting. He was gravse,
courteous, a good business man, attenfive
to official routine and forms. He had
been four years United States Secretary
of War, and knew their value. He dined
late and after his rides, but was always
singularly abstemious and temperate.
After dinner he was usually ready for
quiet, social  converse with his family
and friends and seemed to enjoy it great-
ly. But he never mixed up work and
pleasure. There were no formal recep-
tions or large companies at the Presi-
dent’'s. But nevertheless, this old house
has its pleasant flavor of social traditions.

During the winter of 1861-62 Mr. Hun-
ter's Virginia friends insisted on his giv-
ing up the Cabinet place he held and
going into the Confederate Senate, in or-
der to represent Virginia. In a matter of
that kind he felt that he ought to yield

his long and brilliant 5

11 balanced, and |

to their wishes and accordingly he was
elected to that body, his term beginning |
February 22, 1862. Here he gave his atten-

o

No woman need be without an R & G Corset becayge

12,000 dealers now sell them.

K your_dealer is not one of

the 12,000, send to us. We will send yous name to the near.
est dealer who handles this corset. Every dealer who sells
“the R & G Corset sells it with the broadest guarantee ever

made for any corset.

X
s

TN =za "

CORSET COMPANY, New Yok

tion chiefly to finance. He was the author
of the principal financial measures of the
Confederacy, the tax in kind, the inter-
convertible bond, and others. He was
also president pro'tempore of the cham-
ber.

When Mr. Hunter vacated the State
Department Mr. Benjamin was transfer-
red from the War Department to fill the
position. He, therefore, entered on his
duties February 22, 1862, and remained
with Mr. Davis so long as there was a.
semblance of his government. He was a
man of wonderful and varied gifts, rare
eloquence and accomplishments, a great
lawyer, Senator, and man of affairs. He
could dispatch readily and speedily a
very large amount -of business. I have
known him te compose & most important
state paper of twenty pages or more at
a single sitting in a clear, neat chiro-
graphy, and with hardly a single word
interlined or erased- His style was 2
model of ease and perspicuity. Mr. Davis
set the highest value upon his services
and his friendship.s A Secretary of State
is bound to consult his ckief on every
important matter lying within his pro-
vince. Mr. Davis’s room and Mr. Benja-
min’s were barely a hundred feet apart
upon the same floor, and there was hard-
ly & day in which Mr. Benjamin did not
visit the President in his office, ot so
much on affairs of his own department
as to learn the army news of which Mr.
Davis was sure to be informed, if any-
body was. With such relations, therefore,
between thesa two gentlemen, and much
more of which-I do not propose to speak,
it i{s a2 moral impossibility that Mr. Davis
would dream of transacting diplomatic
business outside of the regular channels.
If Mr. Davis had not fully trusted his
secretary he would have dropped him
and appointed some one whom he could
trust. Mr. Davis practically left the State
Department to its secretaries. He has
said that he left finance to Hunter and
Memminger, and this was quite true.

The grand objective point of Confed-
erate diplomacy for four years was to

ure recognition as an independent gov-
ernment for the Confederacy. This was
the policy embodied in Mr. Hunter's lst-
ter of instructions to Mr. Slidell already
mentioned, and it was the policy constant-
1y kept in view by his successor in office,
Mr. Benjamin. An offer to cede territory
in exchange for intervention and help
would have been fatal to the arguments
on which the demand for recognition was
based.

I must not conclude my personal notice
of Mr. Benjamin without stating that
such was his appetite and facility for
work that the President devolved much
upon him not strictly pertaining to his
own department. The facility with which
after the collapse of the Confederacy he
attained the highest distinctions of the
English bar and made a large fortune,
was one of the marvels of a great career.
When I met him in London in 1875 he
hardly referred to the great struggle
with which he had been so conspicuously
fdentified. Nor can I recall that at any
time in Richmond or elsewhere he ever
indulged in retrospect.

I reserve for notice hereafter one of the

| commander of the Fourth, to g0 iwr»_m:ﬁ
| and in person ascertain what troops thosq

so-called ‘“lost chapters’” having somy
basis of truth, but perverted by elaborat,
fiction out of all proportion.

‘Washington, D. C.

PRSI~ -

Fourth Virgzinin Coavalry, C.

Your correspondent in last S
Dispatch “S’ takes me to taszk bes
I ventured the remark that Colonel W
dridge did not return to the re
after he was wounded at Spotsylvan
Courthouse. I did mot say it with any
igtention of casting a reflection upon Ak
courage; far fromi it. Numbers of my
companions will testify that I had oftey
remarked in battle what coolness and sl
lantry was exhibited by this noble so}
dier. As to the facts in the case in han
much depends upon what might be term.
ed with the regiment from January }
1865, to the surrender. If being with u3 at
a brigade commander is meant, I migh
have escaped seeing him, or as it re
ed but little movements during the W
ter months (the companies composing
the regiment being scattered, winter for.
aging) the same cause might have hip
pened. But when active operations &
begin and it began In earnest at “Fiyn
Forks,”” I tell *“S" Colonel Wooldridg
did not Iead us that day, for a two-icgzd
man could hardly go where wa went
Could he _have been at High Bridge? o
at Farmville? or in the charge when w
captured General Gregg, who, with by
troops came so near capturing “iarr
Bob,” and I not see him? And it s
singular that I did not ses him at ti
surrender when the officers held a parey
as to what was best to be done to sun
vender or no? We concluded to leavay
feint and marched on to Lynchburg, g0
supper (by force) bid each other fam
wall and parted. I wish I did know 20
curately what officers of the Fourth wer
at that separation. I know only two
a certainty, Lieutenant O. M. Corbl
myself. Captain Strother, of
pany C, who had command of the regi
ment, had been captured a few eve
before and must have commanded us al
Fivd Forks. A. part of this {s offichl
record. It may be Colonel Woold
had command of the brigade, or w2
filling some place higher that wauld
require horseback travelling. *S.” forgel
that all the cavalry fghting at tia
day were done on foot. In closing I
will state that Colonel Wooldridgs may
kave been with the army; yea, may hav¥(
been with the cavalry; may hava boo
with .the brigade, but I must conten ¢
could not have led the Fourth as colons
those last memorable days of our Lasl
Cause. JOHN A. HOLTZMAN.

P. S.: WIII “S.” or some ons interested
take the pains to leok at the official r>
port of Fitz. L.ee or Munford (It is ond &
them) that ordered Colonel Strother, the §

Ol

-
ment

Al

were passing us the next night aiter ht
Five Forks’s battles? Strother was a3
tered by the same. They were so cloit
that I heard ths questions they put i
him after he was taken in out of
weather. J.

Jeffersonton, Va., September 5,
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Carnival’s
- Coming!!

3,

~-ready"pn time.

: = e =
Are You Ready?

. If not, come to us. We've got the biggest stock

- of FOLDING-BEDS, IRON AND BRASS BEDS AND
. CRIBS, COTS, CHATBER AND PARLOR SUITS,
: - DINING TABLES, CHAIRS, CARPETS, DRUGGETS,
COAL, (}AS,' AND OIL HEATING AND COOKING
STOVES, etc., etc., at moderate prices.

- Come to see us before the

Carnival

comes. and be




