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(unity for deliberation, an opportunity ! that I ought to have known beéer
{ exaimination of §
snd in the Convention .mat question

1 come under consideration,
nd it ought 1o come under considera-
a question as that
nt not 1o be decided hastily.
fuill and free discussion

Mr. President, it is

Mr. WITHERS: May I ask th P
man from Augusta a,.queslion?e sente
Mr. BRAXNLON: If, you do not ask me’
on\e 1hut_ I canont answer.
\ .hi. WITHERS: I. mereiy wish to ask
S that the result of the Committee of

impossibie—

Mr. BRAXTON: I cannot hear the gen-
32 '\\“m‘he speak a little Jouder?

AMr. WITHIEKRS: [ asz you if the con-
fusion between yourself and the gentle-
man from Richmond is zhe result of the
Cpmxmltce of the Whole?

M’r. th\k'l‘().\': No, sir; it is the re-
.fnh of the remarks of the gentleman from
J:\x;)\'nli;r (laughter).

Ar. President, as I was about to say
it s impossible for the various membggé
?r this Convention to personally attend
the sessions of all the sub-committees,
mt'hor to hear the discussions there or to
lay their views before the committees be-
thc; reports are made. The conse-
quence is that tco many of us, the first
opportunity we have orf knowing about
these matters that are peing considered
by sub-committees, and particularly the
first opportunity we have of presenting
our views on the subject, is in Committee
Whole, and we should like to be
_express our views in the first
place with that same freedom of discus-
: granted to any
Lu;:v'nr(- a commitice.

AMany of us in the course of the discus-
sion may change or modify our views. We
do not wish to be recorded on one side or
of these question when they

for deliberation;
for examina-

Mr. President, the resuit is that
- when we come into Conven-
in to vote upon the question a
1t decision may be reached.
says that we
here for four or five
nothing has been
vhy has nothing been done? Has it
, the fault of the Committee of the
+? Where are the reports of the

je, and two of them have been

1 do not mean to be
<tood as casting reflections upon
because they have not reported.
\ to take time to dispose of
.cts which had been committed to
to the. gentleman
that no time has been
yuse we have adopted the Com-
as a method of

pared at the time to commit ourselves on
We wish (to keep our minds in
condition until
have become satisfied as to the correct-
ness of our own views.
that that is one of the advantages of the
Committee of the Whole.

But the most important consideration
ana the one 1 wish most earnestly to im-
press upon this body is tnat the Commit-
tee of the \Whole is ‘the only safeguard
or protection that we have against hasty
ill-considered legislation.

has kept pace with the action of

¢lls us that if it shall be develop- ¢ think, therefore,

there is no guoruwm the commit-
rise and go into Convention.
1t the fault of the committee or is
fault of the members who are not
1o do the duty imposed upon them
3ut if" you go into

The rule is that you must

have a call of the House or you we are doing,

when we consider its irrevocable charac-
heed more safeguards and pro-
tection against hasty consideration than
this country,
and wituout the existence of the Com-
of the Whole
e are a runaway engine,

QUARLES: T suggest the argu-
i= that the Convention itself be

VISE: Of course, it is the result
argument of the gentleman from

le that the Convention must be It:
brakes thrown off, and no means on earth

cck our onward course, possibly of
destruction to ourselves anu those who
are dependent upon us.

It has been the idea of some 'gentle-
this Convention that when we
have formed a Constitution we shall pro-

¢ 1s it possible, sir, if the people
have entrusted us to that extent, that we
should come here exercising that awiul
power with so i..tle idea of the responsi-
hilities upon us that we rush on to form
a Constitution without that consideration
those safeguards that are
thrown around even the proceedings of

. sir, am in favor of the Committee
the Whole; first, because it affords
opporiunity for a free and full dis-
3|

ed by drastic rules which are nec-
sary for the government of

A=A S .

e discussion of a question in

fforded to members to make
sn examination and to deliberate
they are called upon to give the
with due respect to the gentlemen who
may differ with me on this guestion, that
it seems to me that this evinces a lack of
of the vast responsibilities
t upon us and what we owe to the
people who have confided this great power

There are other questions which we
| centleman from Ac-

1ause of the Constitution which
des that private.property shall not
for public uses without just
sation shall be so amended as

s stated here, there are many
members, and 1 may say a considerable
ken nor damnified for pub- majority of the members ‘of this Conven-
compensation.

experience in parliamentary matters. It
is bad cneugh that we should be at that
disadvantage when the time comes for
1 action, but to take us at the very
¢, 1o meet us at the ihreshold with a
v of rules which will place us at suc
disndvantage to those gentlemen who hap-
en to be skillful parliamentarians, 1 say
he breach between us so far
as our capacity may be to cope on even
rround with each other.
unskilled in par

have studied that question.

We have time now to
econsider and to study it, and when we
come in the Convention to cast our final

ie we will be better prepared to cast
would have been if we had
used the Committee of the Whole.

from Accomac.

It places those
llamentary matters at the

enables one or two men, by the sxillful

of the Wiiole is equivalent
the majority
cut short debate, to epply the rules of
cloture, io pass upon a proposition when
the men who favor it have never yet even
had an opportunity of giving their rea-

ntion into two Houses. The ac-
,f the Committee of the Whole will
YiE if necessary
 the action of the Conventicn.
thie Conventionifox thell Day I say. sir, that of ail bodies in the worid,
{he one in which any approach to cloture
should be most repudiated, is that of a
Constitutional

e
YANTON: Mr. President, it
that this is a matter of
oreat importance to the bhusiness
Why it is that this re-
1 and persistent attempt is made
<h the Committee of the Whole,

This whole thing amounts to this, as I
understood was practiaclly avowed by the
gentleman from Danviile. It is nothing
more or less than a deliberate, undisguis-
o put us in a position where
applied to us and where
debate may be throttled.

1t has long been recognized hy all men
who have given thought to thls subject
that it is absolutely essential, for the due
consideration of bodies of this sort of
matters that come before them, that there

v those gentleman who advocate
+ view that there are a great many
jvaniages of the Committee of the
., that this thing might be done,
1 that thing might be done, that this
rouble might be encountered, and-that
encountered.
.t is that although we have had the The councils of every
city of any importance havet wo cham-
bers, so that matters can be considered
and considered again, so that a second
and more mature thought can be given
10 them in the light of what was develop-
Late on the subject.

put as was well
distinguished gentle-
chmond, we ourselves, recog-
of putting some
and check upon
adopted so far as con-

hodies have them.

1s none of these supposed disad-
s have as vet developed, and in
le case that I am aware of has
ymittee of the Whele proven an s
to {he ])uginpqq] ed in the first de
O ELY
: unfortunate to mea d out by the
nt. if after having procee
we nave done with most
and full and satisfactory debate
v quest.on that has ¢o

u
legislation, have
our action in
a prevision that in the Legisla-
. whose acts are more or less evanes-
which can be recalled at the very
meecting of the Legislature, which
¢ anything like the impor-
to the people that our action does,
which deals only with concrete
the exact extent and scope of which may
the glance of an cye, not
shall there be two chambers,
n to that no bill shall pass
until it shail have been formally
recad three times,
and only after three days
e be gotten through,
orded vote in

we will cut short debate, just as
of considering

upon the eve

X come bhefore

subjects upon which it
it to form our opinions, subjects e o
are most far-reaching in their be seen with
that in additio
- far the fullest and most elabo-

upoh the table, ;
can it for the first tim
and I believe then on a rec

cible, sir, that when such ques-

report of the Committee on
.rv. in the report of the
ion and Government
and of Counties
jon, are about to be de-
.sed in this body, which
<0 much time, has been S0 1ib-

e we here If the Committee
le is abolished? A resolution
d and railroaded through
from the time
, and unless the next
ade to reconsider, it
be reconsidered, save, I suppose,”
and if the very
it will thereupon vote
to reconsider it is prac-
That, sir, is applied
h constitutional

can be introduce
the House in five minutes
we first hear of it
: a motion is m
SE: Mr. President—
by unanimous cor
voté that passes
down the motion
{ically irrevocable.
as a method of dealing wit
and enacting constitu
ar-reaching that no man can
f it, dealing frequently with
hd which is to form
t for ,us until this
on shall be no more.
jangerous experiment.

not only does every
of an ordeal,
again by the Governor,
We have nothing of
k us here. Again, sir,
the provisions of the
that we are making
be very radical in any
absolutely nothing to
“No pent-up Utica
unless it be the fif-
ederal Consti-

. {hat this body, which has bheen
1 as we’ have heretofore
<hort and throttle debate on those

1 will now answer the
an from Rich-

wsce the end of
abstract principles, ar

of the gentiem

WISE: T wish to call the attention
. gentleman from Augusta
ot from the report of the

ative Department:

it is a most ¢ :
in legislative action,
bill have to pass
but it is reveiwed
third tribunal.
that sort to chec
4t is restirained by

« on the Legisl
“No bill shall become a Iaw
been (a) referred to a com-

» of each House, ——
intend to refer to

at it cannot
such committee in ses- so that
therefrom; (b) .printcd
rs px'inr to its pas-
in which it orig’
different calen-
and (d) on its

“Acted upon by
m and returned
use of membe
by the House
read at length on three
days in each House;
% in each lousc,
1 taken by the yeas
he members voting

teenth amendme

to that, sir, the courts
upon the action of the
ourt can review
YWhen we consider these
tlemen, can it be that men,
thought to this question,
should cut short anything
tend to throw light upon
e to dispose of

sit in review

tor and against.”
Now, you have hedg
around with these restrictions,
sre advocating the repeal o
tiong upon this Convention.
zuilty of hasty

trike down the
have delibera-

ed the Legislature 1
after giving

r the Legslature to be the subjects we Jhav

ipn, but you want to s
v place where we can
. of any kind in this
. BRAXTON: I will s
) that he has entir
] am on the same €
upe that he is (Qaughter).

even the paltry little town
1moss invariably restrain-
isions in their charters that
nance must lie upon
weeks before

ay to the gen-

le ome or two
it can be acted up
The experience 0O
reat value of secon
her consideration.:

body~ reversed itself.
he administration of
d to the working of public
reconsideration this: body.
d reversed itself. ‘T say,
ur own experignce has
ges of this thing.
cannot find out

f this body snows the
d thought and of
In the matter

1o the gentleman—

BERAXTON: The faul
sir: 1 want to make
d out of the

¢ not mud an op.
Jeman; and as two
ide, 1 thought

{ is entirely

bamber and hav
‘i

istening to ihe gent In the matte
a

Jaws in regar
t speaker wou

r. BRAXTON: I do not kn
i that 1 haye said or done
Convention which would lea
man to suppose for a
he had not heard me, @
1he other side of 1his question.

Mr. WISE: I plead gullty

reviewed an

n us the advanta

@ the gentle- | i contlemen SAY

snat 1 could be on
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In the House, all you hav

call the roll ‘and ‘you: ,’nﬁds’—'ho ‘quorum;.
In the Committee of the: Whole, you
move to rise, if you want," and you:

will:find the lack of a quorum just as
quickly. Every one ofsithese supposed
objections’ to the Committee of the
‘Whole is purely and absolutely theo-
reticai. I ‘submit, sir, that If they
were real, there is not one or tnem, or
all of. them put. together, that com-
pares in importance to the considera-

tion that we will be cut off from giving

to matters that will come before this
body that proper consideration and de-
liberate action which are necessary to
reach a proper conclusion.

We consider them “in‘ Committee of
the Whole, and then, later on, we give
them a second consideration, the Com-
mittee of the Whole being, as the
gentleman from Richmond suggested,
practically a second House. It Is the
only thing we have to take the place
of the rule in the Legislature re-
quiring every bill to lie over for several
days; the only thing to take the plate
of the second chamber;: to take - the
place of the final review by the Gov-

ernor; to take the place of the check.

which our Constitution puts upon the
Legislature, and to take the place of
the review by the courts. Take that
off, and we are like a runaway horse,
without anything on earth to check us.

Mr. O'FLAHERTY: Will the gentle-
man permit me to read from Reed’s
Rules to.show that it is competent to
fix a smaller number to constitute a
quorum in the Committee of the ‘Whole
than in the Convention? If that be
true, and if we were to fix a less num-
ber for a quorum in the Committee of
the Whole, we could go ahead and
transac: business. Reed’s Rules, page
68, says:

“The same number constitutes a’

quorum n the Committee of the Whole
whiich is necessary in the assembly
itself, but the assembly may fix the
number to suit itself, the ccmmittee be-
ing but the creature of the assembly
like any other committee.”

So the objection as to a quorum may
be obviated by having a smaller
quorum for the Committee of the
Whole, which in Convention could not
do business.

Mr. BRAXTON: Certainly It could
be obviated, but I submit that it is
just as easy to have a quorum attend-
ing in Committee of the Whole as at-
tending in the Convention; and the
very men who will leave the Conven-
tion will on the same occasion leave
the Committee of the Whoie, and we
no more advance our interests in that
respect than if we had not done any-
thing at all. s

Mr. O'FLAHERTY: I stmpiy wish to
call the attention of my friend to the
fact that we cannot do that in Con-
vention and we can do it in Committee
of the Whole.

Mr. BRAXTON: If necessary that
could be done, but my point is that it
is not even necessary to do it; that the
same interest that will keep members
here in Convention will Xkeep them
here in Committee of the Whole.

Mr. President, one word more, and
I am done. It is proposed by way of
amendment that we- shall introduce a
provision for taking a recorded vote
in Committee of the Whole. I am free
to say that I certainly prefer that to
the abolition of the Committee of the
WWhole, but it does seem to me that
it has many of the evils .which the
original resolution of the gentleman
from Danville presents. If we have
the call of the roll in Committee of
the Whole, it seems to me it is obnox-
jous to these objections. In the first
place, if we can have the call, we will
be constantly having the call, and if
the idea be to save time. we are mak-
ing an excuse for Josing time by having
repeated roll calls in Committee of the
Whole. §

But the next objection, it seems to
me, is mcre important. ‘When these
matters come before us in Committee
of the Whole, many of us have not yet
formed any opinion on the subject.
Opinions which wemay form and express
in Committee of the Whole. We may
want to change afterwards. It is true
we have a substitute for the second
House, but both Houses are composed
of ourselves, and if we are 10 g0 on
record in the first Instance it will
largely impair the benefit Qf our sec-
ond consideration of it, Dbecause the
first thing that® will be done, when a
man wishes to change his vote, to con-

front him with the recorded vote, |

showing that he voted otherwise be-
fore. That has a great influence on
some gentlemen, not that they are
afraid to change their minds, not that
they wish to conceal their real views,
hecause every word they say is written
down here, but pride of opinion is one
of the weaknesses of human nature,
which is stronger with some men than
with others. Some men will even
verbally express themselves like the
man who said the horse was eighteen
feet high. He admitted that he did
not go to say: it, but having sald it
he would die by it.

1 say if you are going not only to do
that, but to make the man record him-
self on it you have put a great handi-
cap on a man’s ability to give upon
second consideration an unbiased view
and vote on the subject. Many of us
are not prepared to go on record on
these questions in Committee of the
Whole: and one of the objects of the
Committee o fthe Whole is not only
to have two considerations, but that
the first preliminary consideration
chall be as free and untrammeled as
possible.

There is no more reason for recording
his vote there than there is in subcom-
mittee, and it is undesirable to do it,
because it impairs the efficiency of the
final consideration which he gives to
the measure when it comes to be
enacted. That is the only time when
there is any use in recording it. If
any gentleman wishes to have the
House go on record, he can call for the
veas and nays when the matter
comes up for final decision. The end
crowns the work. That is the time,
and tne only time when it is important
to him or to anybody else that it shall
be known what his view is on it when
he comes to act, and not what his
opinion was to-day or yesterday, and
to trace up the various steps by which
he reached the conclusion he did. It
wastes time. It is a consumption un-
necessarily of time and as I said, it
impairs the efficiency of the final con-
seideratino.’

In conclusion, Mr. President, I will
say that I for.one, and I believe that
I ‘am not peculiar in this, but that
every member of this House can say
s0 as truly as I can, have not shirked
any work since I have been in this
body. I believe it has been as con-
sciencious, as patriotic, and as hard-
working a body of men as I ever saw.
I, sir, am unmoved by the clamors
made through the press of the country
about our wasting time here—clamors
raised by men who doubtless have not
done so much work in the last twelve
months as we have done.In the last
thirty days. :

We alone are responsible for _the
work we are doing here, and I say we
must take our time to do-it right, and
if it 1s mnecessary .that a question

shall be debated three weeks, I would,

debate it and stay here as long as
there is any new light to be thrown
upon it, so that when we do come to
our conclusion it will be satisfactory
at least to our own consclences. If
we want to get through quickly, if we

want to expedite our work, let us do-

it by doing the work and not by shirk-

ing it, let us do it by considering these
~uostions and giving our views to our

Lrethren end patently listening to their
views, and not by cutting off debate

and therebs saving ourselves from the:

work we cught to do. .. = = SR
T trust, Mr. President, that the mo-
tion of the gentleman:from Danville,

as well as the substitute offered by the

gentleman from Fauquler, to permif.
the calling of the yeas ‘and nays in

Committee of the Whole, will be both

hereafter, as we have heret with
‘a-due consideration jof ‘ou 15
nder rules which wille
ve it the fullest and’

O JAMES W. GORDON: T

voted down, and that we shall proceed:

3 : GO. e
point because 1 desire, if possible, to se-.

cure a clear-cut vote on the proposition of |'b

the gentleman from Danville.” He offered
a resolution’ to change Rule 6. Rule 40
says: SRR et
A proposition to change a rule of the
Convention shall be submitted:in writing
and forthwith printed. In ‘its  printed
form it shall lie on .the table for two
days, and be read to the ‘Convention  dur-
ing the morning hour of each day during
that time.” PR X 2
The gentleman from “Winchester has
offered as an amendment to the resolution
of the gentleman from Danville a propo-
sition which would change Rule 37, and
the gentleman from Fauquler has offered
aon amendment which would change Rule
N % E %
My point of order is that the amend-
ments offered by the gentleman from Fau-

quier and the gentleman from Winches-

ter are not in order, because if such a
thing could be done, it would be possible
to change the whole body of the rules by
amendments in this way and without

‘complying with the provisions of Rule

40.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair sustains
the point of order.

Mr. HARRISON: I should like to make
a suggestion.

The PRESIDENT: The gentleman will
be heard.

Mr. HARRISON: The object of the
amendment I have offered to the resolu-
tion of the gentleman from Danville is
to answer the objections which have been
made to the resolution of the gentleman
from Danville, and, therefore, is ger-
mane in this, that 1 understand the ob-

jection to abolishing the Committee cf

the Whole is that it restricts debate.

Now, 1 do not desire, for my part, to re-
strict debate in any way at all. I desire,
so far as 1 have any will in this matter,
that everybody shall have the fullest and
fairest opportunity to present his viéws to
the Conventien. But the object at last
to be'attzined is that after rull and free
and fair aiscussion, when we come to
vote, we shall vote finally and dispose or
the matter.

Now, the object of offering the amend-
ment I have proposed to the resoiution
of the gentleman from Danville i5 o
prevent the pending question from being
called until two-thirds of the members ot
this Convention are fully satistied upon
the merits of any proposition. It answers
the objection which is urged to the propo-
sition of the gentleman from Danville,
in that it allows: the’ fullest debate thut
can be granted to any object. Here is a
question aat is debated. The pending
question cannot be called and the previous
question cannot be called until”two-thirds
of the members of the body have ftully
satisfied their minds on the subject.

Mr. BRAXTON: I rise to a point of

order.
The PRESIDENT: The gentleman from

Augusta will state his point of order.

Mr. BRAXTON: I understood the Chair
to rule that the amendments were out of
order. 2

Mr. HARRISON: Mr. President—

The PRESIDENT: The Chair is willing
to hear the gentleman from Frederick on
the point of order.

Mr. BRANXTON: I understood the Chair

to rule that the amendment of the gentle-
man from Frederick was out of order, and

the gentleman is now discussing the

amendment on its merits.

Mr. HARRISON: I wish to give my

views on the subject.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair wrefers

to hear the gentleman from Frederick.

Mr. BRAXTUN: The point I make is

that the gentleman is not discussing the
point of order, but is discussing the merits
of the amendment.

Mr. HARRISON: I was discussing the

point of order to show the necessity for

the amendment I have ‘offered to the

resolution of the gentieman from Dan-
ville.

Mr. TURNBULL: I want to say to the

gentleman from Frederick that under
Rule 37 it now takes two-thirds to call
the previous question. 2R

Mr. RARRISON: This relates to the
pending question. ]

Mr. President, I desire to put the rule

as to the pending question upon exactly
the same footing that the rule as to the
previous question is put. No debate shail
be cut off in any way at all until two-
thirds of the members of this body have
reached the conclusion that no further
debate is necessary. It does seem to meé
that when two-thirds of this body has
reached that conclusion, it is certainly
time when the debate snall end and when
the work of the Convention shall be ac-
complished, which is to have a vote.

Mr. BRAXTON: May I ask the gentle-

man from Frederick a question?

Mr. HARRISON: Certainly.
Mr. BRAXTON: I understood him to say

that his amendment was intended to meet
objections urged to the resolution offered
by the gentleman from Danville.

Mr. HARRISON: Yes, sir.
Mr. BRAXTON: I see the pertinency

‘of it, whether I agree with it or not,
so far as cuting off debate is concerned,
but I fail to see how it touches the objec-
tion made by myself and the gentleman
from Richmond, that the Committee of
the Whole takes the place of a second
chamber, and gives us an opportunity to
consider these matters twice, as all mat-
ters of "any importance ought to be con-

sidered.

Mr. HARRISON: The answer to that is

found in the power of the Convention to
reconsider any action that it may hdstily
take. Now, the gentleman from Stzun-
ton made the point that having once
adopted a resolution, it then became
final. That is true, until it is repealed.
But the body has the same power to re-
peal an ordinance that it has to adopt

one.
Mr. BRAXTON: Is not that true of the*
Lgislature, t00?

‘Mr. HARRISON: Yes, sir.
Mr BRAXTON: Why then have two

chambers and why wait three days before

any measure can be acted upon? £
Mr. HARRISON: It is most astonishing
to me that this body should seek to im-

pose restrictions upon tne Legislature
which it is not willing to put upon it-

self.
Mr. BRAXTON: I say we want to im-
pose them upon ourselves.

Mr. HARRISON: No, sir; you are here
contending for the greatest freedom of de-

bate, and at the same time are putting

obstructions in the way of the Legisla-
ture in passing such legislation as the

people deman

d.

Mr. BRAXTON: May I interrupt you
for a moment?

_ Mr. HARRISON: Certainly.

Mr. BRAXTON: On the contrary, I in-
sist that we shall throw around our pro-
ceedings approximately the same safe-
guards that we insist upon throwing
around the proceedings of the Legisla-
ture. :

Mr. HARRISON: If you throw around
this boay, all the safeguards you have
thrown around the Legislature, you will

virtually abolish it

Mr. BRAXTON: I did not say all of
them.
Mr. HARRISON: Talking about abolish-
ing the Convention, the suggestion which
was made a little while ago, I am not so
jli-informed as not to believe that the
people probably would gratefully receive
the news. 3 :

Mr. WALKER: I did not hear the state-
ment of the amendment of the gentleman
from Frederick. I do not understand
whether_ it is intended to apply to the
Committee of the Whole or to the Con-
vention. -4 : :

Mr. HARRISON: To the Convention.
It is to take away the objection that the
pending question can be called and de-

bate cut short.

Ar. WALKER: I merely ask if that is
germane to the resolution offered by the
gentleman from Danville, which has ref-
erence solely to the Committee® of the

Whole? . LIS

Mr. HARRISON: It is germane in this
respect, that the object of the Committee
of the Whole is to give a, free and un-
trammelled debate, in which the pending
question cannot be called. I desire to put
the .Convention on the same footing that
the Committee of the Whole stands, and
that the pending: question cannot be called
until’ two-thirds, of the body. have fully
made up their minds as to it. Now, when
two-thirds of the body have made up
their minds, it does seem to me to be
perfectly idle to have a prolonged debate
over matters with respect ‘to which "a

large ma

made up
ect of abolishing the 'Committee: of  the

%Vhole is to have that full debate-and fair

-debate, and ‘then some inteligent action

taken towards disposing of tiie matter

which the Convention has in hand.’
: I move the ‘pending

Mr. HATTON:

was ordered. -

: ! “Chalir Is clearly.
of opinion that both the amendment pro- |-
posed; by’ the gentleman: from “‘Frederick’
‘(Mr. Harrison): to thei resolution offered::

by the
Wi

the |

jority. of members have finally
their minds. And the whole ob- |

'm‘_emberv (fifteen others . concurring)  shall.
have ‘the right to demand’the yeas and }

nays upon . any question at any time be-
fore it is‘put’— 7 i LI

" Is substantially a_ change of: the '}uie%

and under; Rule 40 it must be printed an
be read upon two successive days and lle
upon the table. The Chalr therefore sus-
tains the point of order raised by the gen-
tleman from Richmong city (Mr. James
W. Gordon). - : PRSI 7

Mr. WITHERS: Then tnat reduces the
question ‘before the Convention for con-
siderauon to the original motion. sub-
mitted by myself.:

The PRESLD,ENTE The original proposi- |

tion. e g 2

Mr. WITHERS: I cesire to say nothing
further. I am ready and willing and anx-
ious to submit it. § L 5
_ The PRESIDENT: The question'is on
agreeing to the resolution offered by the
gentieman from Danville. = = =

Mr. BROWN: On wmat I ask for the
yeas and nays. g :

The yeas and nays were ordered. :

Mr. MEREDITH: Read the resolution.

The Secretary read as follows: ;

“Resolved, That after this'day the
Committee of the Whole shall be abclish-
ed, and all matters shall be considered by
the .Convention.”

The Secretary called the roll.

Mr. HATTON (after having voted in
the negzative): I desire to withdraw my
vote. 1 voted inadvertently. I am
paired with the gentleman from Patrick
(Mr. HOOKER).

Mr. LINDSAY: (after having voted
in the afirmative): I made the same
mistake. I am paired with the gentle-
man from Halifax (Mr. BOULDIN).
If he were ‘present, he would vote
“pay’” and I should vote ‘yea.” .

Mr. GREENE: I am paired with the
gentleman - from Montgomery  (Mr.
MOORE). If he were present, he
would vote ‘“nay’” and I should vote
“yea.” : .

Mr. KEEZELL: I am paired with
the gentleman from Orange (Mr. WAL-
TIR). If L:e were present, he would
vote ‘“nay’’ and I should vote ‘“yea.”

Mr. P. W. CAMPBELL: I was under

the impression that I was paired with
the gentleman from Patrick (Mr.
HOOKER). If the gentleman from
Portsmouth (Mr. HATTOCN) is paired
with him, I desire to be recorded. I
vote ‘“nay."”
g Mr. WESCOTT (after having voted
in the affirmative): I voted inadvertent-
ly. I am paired with the gentleman
from Petersburg (Mr. HAMILTON),
who, if present, would vote ‘nay.” 1
should vote ‘yea.”

A\.Tr. GLASS: I did likewise. I am
paired with the delegate from Appo-
mattox (AMr. FLOOD). Were he pres-
ent, he would vote ‘“nay’” and I.should
vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. HUNTON: I am paired with the
gentleman from Page (Mr. PARKS).
If he were present, I should vote ‘“yea”
and he would vote ‘‘nay.”

Mx_‘. McILWAINE: I am paired with
the *~ gentleman from * Campbell (Mr.
DANIEL). If he were present, he
))'ould vote “nay” and I should vote

yea:s

Mr. YANCEY: I am paired with the
gentleman from Albemarle (Mr.
BOAZ). If he were present, he would
vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. HARRISON: I am paired with
the gentleman from Northampton (Mr.
KENDALL). If he were present, he
'\\'ould vote ‘“nay” and I should vote
‘yvea.” :

Mr> R. WALTON MOORE: T am
paired with the gentleman from Wythe
(Mr. BLAIR). If he were present, T
should vote ‘“‘vea.”

The _resu]t was announced—yeas, T;
nays, 55, as follows:

YEAS—DMessrs. George K. Anderson,
Ayers, Thoma~s H. Barnes, Claggett B.
Jones, Orr, Smith, Withers.—T7.

NAYS—NMessrs. Barbour, Barham,
Manly H. Barnes, Bolen, Braxton,.Bris-
tow, Brooke, Brown, P. W. Campbell,
Cobb, Crismond, Dunaway, Earman,
Eggleston,” Epes, Fairfax, Fletcher,
Garnett, Gilmore, Gillespie, James W.
Gordon, R. L. Gordon, Gregory, Han-
cock, Hardy, Ingram, Lincoln, Lovell,
Meredith, Moncure, Mundy, Newton,
O’'Flaherty, Pedigo, Pettit, Phillips,
Pollard, Portlock, Quarles, Richmond,
Rives, Stebbins, Stuart, Tarry, Thom,
Thornton, Turnbull, Vincent. Waddill,
Walker, Watson,  Wise, Woodhouse,
‘Wysor, The President.—55.

NOT VOTING—Messrs. W. A. Ander-
son, Blair, Boaz, Bouldin, Cameron,
Clarence J. Campbell, Carter, Chap-
man, Daniel, Davis, Flood, Glass, B.
T. Gordon, Green, Gwyn, Hamilton,
Harrison, Hatton, Hooker, Hubard,
Hunton, G. W. Jones, Keezell, Ken-
dall, Lawson, Lindsay, Marshall, Mc-
Tlwaine, Miller, R. Walton Moore,
Thomas L. Moore, Parks. Robertson.
Summers, Walter, Wescott, Willis, and
Yancey—3S. -

So Mr. Withers' resolution was not
agreed to.

Mr. BROWN: I now move that the
vote by which this resolution was re-
sected be reconsidered. ~I should like
t+ siate that I do so for the purpose,
and with the hope that this body will
vote down the motion to reconsider, s2
that we shall not have a continual re-
currence of the debate on this question.

Mr. McILWAINE: Is that debatable?
I hope the Convention will not vote it
down. 5 : .

Iftheré is one nuisance in the eyes of
the people of Virginia this day that is
thoroughly. well recognized by many
members on this floor, it is the lagging
way in which the business of this Con-
vention is being conducted. It is ear-
nestly hoped, sir, that before very long
the majority in the Convention will be
convinced of this fact. It does seem
almost an absolute impossibility to
keep members in the chamber during
the sessions of the Committee of the
YWhole. There has. hardly been a day,
sir, within the past week or ten days
when just as soon as the Convention
goes into Committee of the Whole one-
half, certainly one-third of all present,
have not left, and there was left a bare
quorum and at times not a quorum.
Why, gentlemen want to continue this
<ort of thing I cannot imagine. The
idea of shutting out all hope of deliv-
erance therefrom is appalling. That is
all I have to say.

Mr. BROWN: I call for. the pending
question. SR

The PRESIDENT: The gentleman
from Bedford moves to reconsider the
vote by which the resolution offered
by the gentleman from Danville was
defeated, and-upon that he calls for the
pending question. B

Mr. KEEZELL: I hope the gentleman
will withdraw the motion for a moment.
I do not know whether debate is in or-
der. : $

I have voted in the affirmative upon
the proposition just voted down, I be-
lieve every time it was up. On.my mo-
tion it was first reconsidered when a
similar resolution was carried. The
next time it was defeated by a consid-
erable majority, and this morning it
has been smowed under ‘bevond any
point ;we: have had yet. It does seem
to me that we ought to determine it
now and mot have it come up any
more to take up the time of the Con-
vention. I shall vote against the mo-
tion of the gentleman from Bedford. I
want to get rid of the subject, and not
have it come up to consume the time
of the Convention. = = A e

Mr. BROWN: The object of my mo-.
tion is that we may not have it up
again. . ieas e et
Mr.. KEEZELL: Therefore, I will
support. the gentleman Dby voting
against.hisimotion.. = = oo ',
“Mr: CLAGGETIT B. : Lwillsay:

3

 CHASE-HACK
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to answer gentlemen. No gentleman | 2ppointed in the manner provided by
on this side of the question brought it ‘ :
before the Convention. It was brought
before the Convention by gentlemen
on tl_le other side, and I hope the Con-
\'gntxon will vote against any opportu-
nity for the other side to bring it up

again. - %

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: I wa
to say to the gentleman from Bedford
that we will certainly do it.
not have that opportunity again.

The PRESIDENT:
f;om Bedford moves the pending ques-
tion on his amendment to reconsider.

The pending question was ordered.

The PRESIDENT: The question is on
the motion of the gentleman from Bed-
ford to reconsider the vote by which the
resolution offered by
from Danville was defeated.

The motion was not agreed to.

GOVERNMENT OF COUNTIES.
THOMAS H.
t‘hat the Convention resolve itself into
Committee of the Whote for the purpose
of further considering the report of the
Committee on the Organization and Go
ernment of Counties.

The motion was agreed to, and the Con-
vention resolved itself into Committée of
the Whole, Mr. Wise in the chair.

Mr. WITHERS: Mr. Chairman, I should
like to say that wher the flrst section of
the report of the committee shall have
been perfected, I desire an ppportunlty to
offer as an amendment or as a substitute
therefor the first section of the minority

The first section of
the report of the Committee on the Or-
ganization and Government of Counties
was before the committee when the com-
mittee rose, and the motion submitted by
the gentleman from Charlotte (Mr. Eg-
gleston) was pending, and that is now up
for consideration.
fourth line to strike out the word ‘*‘coun-
ty” and also the word
be the clerk of the Ciréult Court,” so that
the clause if amended would read::
“There shall be elected by the qualified
voters of each county
attorney for the Commonwealth,

k.

Mr. LINDSAY: I belleve t
clerk of the court’
gested amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair does not
think that the gentleman from Charlotte
accepted that amendment.

Mr. LINDSAY:
as a substitute.

Mr. TURNBULL: I r:se for the purpose
of getting information as to what is the
question before -the body. I understand
that we are considering the first section
of the report of the Committee on the
Organization and Government of Counties.

The CHAIRMAN: That Is correct.

Mr. TURNBULL:

The gentleman
‘which I send to the desk. . 5

the gentleman

t
The CHAIRMAN:

proposes in the

who shall also

one sheriff, one

he words ‘“‘one
constitute the sug-

I notice that the mi-
nority report contains an amendment to
the section. Is the minority report under
consideration?

The CHAIRMAN: The first section of
the report of the majority
mittee is being amended, an
man frem Danville -has given notice that
after it shall have been zompleted he will
offer the first section of the minority rte-
port as a substitute. . Tae pending question
will be stated. 1

The SECRETARY: T
Charlotte (Mr.
strixe out the words:

“One county clerk, who shall also be the
clerk of the Circuit Court.”

And to Insert in lieu thereof:

“One clerk of the court.’

Mr THOMAS H. BARNES:
mittee accepts the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The committee ac-
The first section is still under
consideration.

Mr. EGGLESTON: I should like to ask
the chairman of the committee if it was
the intention of the committee to change
the method of electing the superintendent

he gentleman froi'n

Mr. KEEZELL: I was just about to ask
that question.

Mr. EGGLESTON:
nominated by the Board of Supervisors
and appointed by the County Court.

Mr. THOMAS H. BARNES:
mittee recommend that ne shall be elected
by the people. -

Mr. KEEZELL:

Mr. - THOMAS H. BARNES:
you endorsed that.

Mr. KEEZELL:

At present he

And the surveyor?

I rose for the same
the gentteman from Char-
as not present at the time
section was sub-
ittee to the full
T am concerned,
authorized the signing of my
name to what I understood to b
-port of the committ
meeting of the
ization and Gov

lotte did. I w
when the draft of this.
mitted by the sub-com

I never at any
ittee on the Organ-
ernment of Countles at
which I was present was the appointment
or election of the county
perintendent of
When I obtaine
report, which has oniy
last two or three days, {
it was the intention of the committee to
report that the county
superintendent of the po
made electlve officers.

I do not endorse tnat positio
though my name is
which apparently en
distinctly understood that I did not
derstand the report at the time I a
ized my name to be signed
not think the county survey
elected by the people. There
r two persons In a county com-
at office, mnd I think the
ought to be chosen by
n by popular elec-

surveyor or Su-

d a printed copy of this
been within the
first noticed that

surveyor and the
or should be

s:gned to a report
dorses it, I want it

or ought to be

petent for th
county surveyor
some other system thz

tion.

Mr. THOMAS H. BARNES: I desire to
ask the® delegate from Prince William,
who was the chairman of the subcommit-
tee which drew this report, it it is not a
correct copy of the minutes of the com-

r
THORNTON: I think, sir, we took
that clause as it appears in the present
ution with respect to county or-
Article 7, page 59, of the Man-
uad, reads as follows:
-“Phere shall be elected by the qualified
voters- of the county one s
for the Commonwea
Commonwealth’s attorney for
the Circuit Court”
Then we strike ou
“Except that
teen thousand
a separate cler
That portion
leaving but one cle
may be the population
“One county treas
There we have C
him ineligible to a second term. -
“So many commissioners of t
be provided dy law;
pointed, in & manner to be pro-
w, one superintendent of the
poor and one county surveyo
T do not recollec
cussed before the commI

THOMAS H.. BARNES: Certainl
Y aid not think it

was.

Mr. THOMAS H. BARNES: Why did
t in your own report?
ded to follow it. It

S: We thoughi‘

heriff, one at-
1th, who shall

t the following:
ties containing fif-
inhabizants there may be
k for the Circuit Court.”

the committee changed,
rk, it matters not what
of the county.

hanged it by making

ttee at all. Was

Mr. THORNTON:

presume.. It was inten

is a mistake made by me.
Mr. THOMAS H. BARNE

you had a correct report of

ings.
Mr. THORNTOQ

I made the mistake
mi'f%elt in making .
.

 ARNES: I think we
certainly discussed. o 2 ;
. Mr. LINDSAY:
order that we hay
discussion of that
have not disposed of the cou
or the officers.
foned in the paragraph.
The Chair will remind
‘Albemarle that under,
dopted: In ‘the beginning |
Sestzection is under con-
TON: X will state that T
ommittee would be very yill-
t the suggestion made by the
m Rockingham. I believe it
1y difficulty’ with the.
ow ‘i3 that th

ppolut. them, by

‘I make the point of
¢ not yet reached the
.question at all. We
nty treasurer

last one ment
CHATRMAN:
the gentleman fr
“the resclution- a
the whole of the

matter
ABof

L. L IIUKS A ULS . hikde ke LG AtED -
able. There IS no objection to that. = -
Mr. STEBBINS: M. Chairman, I had
no idea that in the considération of this °
section we would jump from the clerk of
the court to ‘the superinténdent of the
poor and the county surveyor. I have an
amendment which ‘E wish to offer in re-
gard to the manner of electing or int-
1ug the commissioners of the revenue. ‘I
signed ums report. [ asree in the maim o
the report, but reservea the right to ob-
ject to any particular part that I desired
to when it cante up In Committee of :the
Whole. . I desire to offer the amendment

Mr. QUARLES: - I wish to offer an
amendment. g e P D
The Ciu[RMAN: The gentleman from.
gﬁiu.axdh&s gﬂel’égj one. The Secrétary .
rea e amendment proposed by the
gentleman from Halifax. s ;_‘,th ;
The SECRETAKY: it ls proposed in =
line 9, section 1, after the word “law.,'"
. W ho shall be app i o
*“Who shall be appointed by the judge of
the Circuit Court for the cm?my,":’,t«‘ ,"
And to strike out in lines 13 and 14 the
following: £ird 5 EarE
“And waio shall be Ineligible to the same
office for the next succeeding term.’” *
Mr. STwoBINS:  The object of the
amendment is to have the commissionefs
of revenue appointed by the judge of
the court, instead of beingtelected. by the

.ths section. i : o 3
Mr. THORNTON:  What is that? 4
Mr. THOMAS H. BARNES: Please te-
state the proposition? = > R
Mr. STEBBINS: That the commission-
ers of revenue shall be appointed by tle
judge of the court. It would make: 'the
article read: x -

_*And so many comfmisstoners of the rev-
enue as may be ptovided by iaw who shall
be appointed by the Judge of the Cireuit
Court for the county, and who' shall be
paid per capita as well as & percentage on
the amount of properey 'listed by them,
and who shall list and return for taxa-
tion all classes ot personal property, and
discharge such: duties as may ‘be pre-
scribed by law.' SE G

It will strike out the words: S
“And who shall be ineligible to the sams
office for the next succeeding term.’” .
This would provide tha: the commis-
sioners of the reveniie shall be appointed
by the judge of the Circuit Court, and
would do away with the prohibition that
they shall not be eligible for a second
term. 5

1 shall have very little to say on this
subject. I have understood from those
who are familiar with the taxation of
property in the State that the weak point
in our system of taxation Is.in the com-
missioners of the revenue and in listing
property for taxation. : %
Mr. WATSON: May T interrupt the gen-
tleman for a moment?

AMr. STEBBINS: ‘Cértainly. S
Mr. WATSONT wwill say, in the first -
place, it is absoluftly impossible for us’
on this side of the chiuber 0 0€ur tue
remarks of the gentleman or in the pres-
ent. disorder to Kkeep up with. what Is
rgoing oni I.wish .o suggest to the géntle-

urer came first in the report of the com-
mittee, and inasmucn as fsome of us
have amendments to offer to that clause,
perhaps it would be well, if we are to fol-
foww the regular order that he should
withdraw his amendment at this time
and allow the clauses to be taken up
as they appear in the report. g

The CHAIRMAN: The Chalr suggests
that that would be a more orderly.
course.

Mr. STEBBINS: I will say to the gen-
tleman from Nottoway that I am per-
fectly willing to pursue that course. [
offered the amendment at this:time only
because It seemed that -there was no
opposition te the provision in ré-
gard to the county (treasurer and
we had jumped from the consid-
eration of wne clerk, the superintendent
of the poor and the county Surveyor. ‘ust
is the only reason why I offered it at this
time. I very cheerfully give way for this
amendment. L

Mr. QUARLES: I desire to offer an
amendment to the clause relating to the
:nellgiblllty of treasurers for a third
erm. i

The CHAIRMAN: The Secretary will
read the amendment proposed by -the
gentleman from Augusta. Fortie

The SECRE1~xY: After the word
“treasurer’ in llne 5, page 2, strike out
the following words: *“who shall, " after
the second term, be ineligible to the same
office for the next succeeding term, for
either treasurer or deputy treasurer.'t

Mr. WATSON: On tne same subject:l
offer the following amendiment &3 & syb-
stitute for the whola of the clause relat-
ing to the treasurer. 8 ik

Mr. GILLESPIE: I should like to have
the amendmen. proposed by the ‘gentle-
man from Augusta read again. Mt

The CHAIRMAN: It will be read again.

The SECRETARY: After .the . word
“treasurer,” in line 5, page 2, strike odt
the following words: cali

“Who shall, after the second term, Be
ineligible to the same office for the’ next
succeeding term, for either.treasurer o¥
deputy treasurer.” I

So as to read: f 2Ty

“One clerk of the court; one-coun
treasurer, and so many commlssioners
of the revenue.’” e S T

The CH..IRMAN: The substitute pro-
posed by the gentleman from Nottoway
(Mr. - Watson) will be read. 3

The SECRETARY: Page 2, line 5, after
the words “who shall,” insert the follow-

ing: -

“Be elected for a term of eight yeard
and be inellgible for re-election for the
next succeeding term to the office of
treasurer of deputy treasurer.’”

Mr. PORTLOCK: I desire to offer an
amendment to section 1 to the following
effect: After the woras ‘‘county treas-
urer” in line 5 I move to strike out the
words “who shall, after the second term,

next succeeding term, for either treas<
urer or deputy treasurer,”. and in line 13,
after the word  “law,” strike out the¢
words “‘and who shall be fneligibla to the
same office for the next succeeding term.’*
Mr. TURNBULL: I suggést that that
amendment is not now in order. 2

from Norfolk county is not now in order.

an amendment. had been offered as .to
treasurers. No amendment has been of-
fered as to commissioners of the revenue,
and I therefore offer-my amendment as
to commisisoners of the revenue. ° -

The CHAIRMAN: The committee if

at present. The gentleman froms Norfollk
county wili have an opportunity to ‘offer
his amendment later. Ry S
AMr. WATSON: Mr. Chairman, Lrise to
a parliamentary inguiry.. = 0
The CHAIRMAN: The gentleman from
Nottoway will state it B s s
Mr. WATSON: I simply wish to kn g
whether the vote is to be faken first'om
the substitute offered by myself or on
the amendment offered by the gentleman
from Augusta (Mr. Quarles). Which is
the question before the’ House? [ -
The CHAIRMAN: The Chair is.of o] ’
‘jon. that.the vote will properly be takem
first on the’ substitute. ; Sk
Alr. WATSON: Then

 brefly—.
O Mrl QUARLES: I
order. Have we gotie
question of clerks?
Mr. WATSON: I so un
= X weill say, Mr. 3

‘Superv. 4 !
1 ided at Dpre: ent  that’ th
Dt by th udg

people, as at present and as Is.provided im

man that fnasmuch as the county treas-

be ineligible to the same office for the Z

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair will state
that the amendment of the gentleman

Afr. PORTLOCK: I was not aware that.

considering the questlor: of the treasurer




