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not whimsical, but they are sovereﬁiml.

- competent and capable. They are capia-

Bie of electing a Governor, Lieutenantt

* “\Governor and an Attorney-General. us

1he great State of Virginia has just donc.

"They are capable

of electing the S{xpexl‘m-
tendent of Publie Instruction, but w l_en
‘wou come down 10 the people themselves
and bring it home

to their own county,
then they become

whimsical all at once
and incompetent dtotelcct their county
S superintendent. -
N..\hl:?l(‘.hn,imau. there-are six States in
{his Union, as 1 have stated. which have
unty sci A]
‘i]l:‘ec%mtz of Maine, the State of New
$Jampshire, Vermont, Z_V[assaclzuseu_sr.
Rhode 1sland and Connecticut. We hear
no compiaint about the svstem of educa-
tion of those States. We hear of no dero:*-
Jiction on:the p¥rt of any one, nor do we
hear any complaint that the system 1s nof
as good and as perfect in those States as
in the otber States of this Tnion. Could
we not aholish the office in Virginia and
Join those six great States and devolve
ipon some one else the duties of the coun-
1y school superintendents. which are by
no Imeans oOnerous. and, as was well said
by the distinguished sentleman from
Yluvanna, which do not require 2 man of
X-ory extensive education. for the duties
are simple. They examine no teachers.
The questions are printed and proppundod
on paper in this city by the Superintend-
ent of Public Instruction.and sent to the
~sarious counties, and that paper is pre-
sented to the party who proposes to teach
school, and he is examined upon that
paper and his certificate is granted ac-
cording to the grade maece. 2
There is one county school supermgend-
ent in this government of ours appointed
by the Governor, and that is in the State
of Delaware. Two superintendents are
appointed by the county courts—in the
States of Tennessee and Arkansas. In the
States of New York, Pennsylvania, 'M.ary--
jand, North Carolina. Georgia, Louisiana,
Ohio and Indiana. eight in number, they
are appointed by the county school boards.
*Three, as: I have aiready stated, I be-
Jieve, are mppeinted by the Board of Edu-
cation—in: the States of New Jersey, Vir-
einia, and Mississippi-
e PORTLOCK: May I ask the gentle-

man a question? 5

Mr. RICHMOND: Yes, Sir.

Ar. PORTLOCK: How many States
clect their county superintendents by the
people? You have stated that in only
1hree States are they avnpointed by the

Board of Education. :

Afr. RICHMOND: T will tell you right
now. That was the very next thing I was
~oming to. Twenty-five States in_this
Cnion elect county school superintendents
v the people—the States of WestVirginia,
Itentucky, South Carolina. Florida, Ala-
bama. Texas, Illincis. Michigan, Wiscon-
Minnesota, lowa, AMissouri North

sin. S
*Dakota, South Dakota, .\'ebraskm the
State of the great Willlam J. Bryan. and

you krow that eminent
statesman. would have it corrected at
once (laughter), Kansas, OXklahoma, Mon-
+ana, Wyoming, Colorado, Nevada, Idaho,
Washington. Oregon, and California.

Pweniv-five States in this Union pander to
1the whims of the peovle and suffer them
to elect their county school superinten-
dents.

Who is it that is interested in the educa-
tion of the children—the Board of Educa-
tion or the people whose children they
are? Who know the men or the man who
swould best be suited and adapted to ren-
der that service for the neonle—the Board
»f Iducation in the city of Richmond or
the people who reside where the one to be
~hosen lives? Who is better capable, who

‘e more competent to elect a county school
superintendent—the people who know the
randidates, know their moral worth; know
{heir honesty and their integrity and their
devotion to the public school cause, or ithe
Board of Education sitting in the city .of
Richmond? i

Mr. - JAMES W. GORDON: May I ask
1he eéntleman a ouestion? TWho knows
better how to prescribe for your child
when: it has an attack of sickness—you
und vour wife, or your family physician?

Mr. RICHMOND: It depends upon the
character of the sicknesc. (Laughter). If
51 has .colic.I would give it Bateman’s
drops. If a pin should get loose and stick
in it. I should pull out the pin.' If it should
thave scarlet fever. or something ™ about
which I know nothing, I should get 2 phy-
sician.

\Mr. JAMES W. GORDON: _Certainly
vou would. T thought you would. :

Mr. RICHMOND: But have we not pny-
sicians in our own county? You would
<ertainly allow me to seiect my own phy-
sician, would vou not, or should I consuit
~ou to ascertain whem I should employ 1o
administer medicine to my child? {Ap-
plause). S 3

Mr. JAMES W. GORDON: I should

_1hink, if the child had a very serious dis-
ease, that vou would want to get the very
best physician you could. z

Mr. RICHMOND: So I wonid; but T
~want to select him myseif, and not remi:
ihe question to you. So with the pacple of
this grand Commonwealth of ours. When
they want a county school superintendent,

hey do not want to_come to Richmend 1o
tnow whom theyv shall have. They say,

. %*The man is here, or the men are here;
ave know them; they are our children: at
js our money; it-is our interest.” Whs,
sir. would be more likely to select a com-
petent man and an honest man 1o educat2
Iheir child than the Tather and mother of
the chiid?

Can vou trust the people? When you all
wartied to come to this Conveatlion, youa
~yvere mighty willing to trust them, were
vou not? You did not want a board of any
character. you did mot want to cail a
council of some select gentlemen through.
out the Commonwealth. and let the Ye-
spoective candidates refer the auestion to
1hat grand council 1o say whether o2 not
~on should be a candidaie or ware a Tt
person to represnt your county in the
Convention.

I ask the gentleman what does this
board know? Whes John Smith is pre-
gented, they throw themselves back and
gay “Who is John Smith,” but if you were
1o present the man from my county by

e name of Bill Smith, they would all

ow him because of his political noto-
wiety, his political perfidy. And yet you
say vou want to get it out of politics.
AWhat office in the State of Virginia or in
1he United States elective by the people
wor otherwise appointive but what is more
or less nolitical.

3ut a few yvears ago the Readjuster
party carried the State of Virginia, and
they elected a Readjuster court, did they
mot—every one of them. Not a single
Democrat who had not entered the asso-
«<iation of political eradjusters was elected.
So soon as the' Democratic party again

- got into power in Virginia and there was
another Supreme Court to be elected,
what did we elect, sir? "Any Readjusters
or any Republicans? No. All Democrats.
AWhy? Because they were our political
friends. We are Democrats.

1 said then,and if T had it to do to-day
1 would do so, that by reason of his high
anoral character, by reason of his ability,
- By reason of his eminent qualifications I
would have left the Hon. L. L. Lewis as
- @ member of the nresent court, as a debt
. of gratitude to him for the high stand he
100Kk a8 2 member of that court.' But oh,
0! They did not want him at all. Why?
Because he was not a Democrat. And yet
aou want to get the judiclary and you
want to get the school system and you
- want 1o get everything else out of  poli-
-~ tics. If vou want to kcep the school syvs-
tem out of politics, why in the name of
«<common sense did you put the head af the
system right squarely into the politics the
wother day? - You made it at once a politi-

- «cal office.  You at once brought him into
“yolitice. Now we ask you to let the most

~ competent tribunal in this Commonwealth

- Jikewise elect our county, school' superin-

i 1endents; and there is great hesitation and

. 4oubt and fear. Fear of whom and fear

~ of what? Is mot this 2 democracy? Is it

- ot a government of the people, for the

- Deople, and by the people? Are not' the

subjects of this great sysiem the children
of the people  Are mot these offices local?

I not the education of these children a

Jocal matter? Does not each county at-

‘1end to the education ‘of ite own children?

hen 1" ask ‘you'in the name of reason
an the name of justice why withhold

! ' parents, why withhold Y

these people, o Just rizht thetith som

if it was wrong

seloct thej
L own 1l

erintendent

n this

i

yool superintendents at all— |

Jderstood him to say that
~ of allowing cach county st
own school affairs entirely,r
of its own school interestsiiIs he w
%at'mch county shall”bear the expense

of doing that? ; A T

Mr. RICHMOND: - Well, my friend,
‘should, {f it were not for the fact thatsthe
counties. of Warren and Rockingham' are
‘<o rich and have so muc¢h money and so
“Tew cnildren that you must divide a little
svith us poor fellows out:in’our country-
Another .answer -io; my - distinguished
friend. It is a great system' of atgreat.
State, and a great State that would under-,
take to sclect out afew poor people with:
many children, scattered. in diffeernt points
[in the State, and undertake to ptarve them.

out of an education, is to say’ the least
i not very patriotic.. o
1 said, my friends, that the government
| of the school svstem of the county was
local. You do.not undertake to:interfere
with the educational system of any other
county: outside of your own. Neither does
any  other county. They do not dictite
nor do they undertake to control. '1 was
arguing the proposition that it was local
{in its administration, general when it
| comes to make up the school fund. If my
| county was able te educate her children,
i yes, and let Rockingham and every other
county do the same. \We cannot help be-
ing poor. : 3
Aly friend from Norfolk county QIr.
Portlock), the distinguished judge. has
Deen casting off a little on our mountain
| section of the country. There are no vast
prairies. like in the Valley of Virginia and
the great county of Rockingham, where
myv friend hails from. I would to God it
was, and if you could find some means of
levelling them down and giving us an op-
portunity to make money like you do, God
bless you I would educate every child in
the land.

Ar. PORTLOCK: I should like to ask—

Mr. RICHMOND: Some men could
equally as well say because they have no
children, they should be exempted from
taxation. I have but two children, and I
have never sent one o0f them to a free
school a single day in my life or their
Jives. What does my iriend from Norfolk
county wish? =

AMr. PORTLOCK: I should like to rise
to a question of personal privilege as to
the allusion which the gentleman from
Scott made to the delegate from Norfolk
county. I made some allusion to South-
western Virginia in somc fittle bantry and
pleasantry that occurred between  the
gentleman from Scott and myself, but
certainly I do not want to 'be put upon
record here by the gentleman from Scott
as having in any manner reflected upon
his county or his section. I took occa-
sion at that time to state that I knew of
no people who were more hospitable and
more enlightened than the people I met
in that section, and no couniry more beau-
tiful. It was, as I stated at that time, to
my mind - the Switzerland of America.
There lheing no reason for it, I could not
have reflected upon his section or his
couniy, and certainly I did not do so. |
..nd I had supposed the gentleman so
understood me.

Mr. RICHMOND: That is perfectly sat-
isfactory. If my friend had only stayed
a little longer. he would no. doubt have
concluded that it was a grander country
than Switzerland is or ever will be.

Now, Mr. Chairman, ‘to recapitulate.
The States that have no.county superin-
tendents number six; States appointing by
the Governor 1; States appointing by the
County Court, 2; States appointing by the
State Board, of which Virginia, is one, 3;
States appointing by the county school
board &; States electing by the:people 25.
Now, let us take Virginia out of the
column of those appointing county school
superintendents by boards of education,
and place her in the column' of those
electing their county school superintend-
ents by the people.

I have always been taught and made
to believe that of all the people in the
TUnited States, Virginians were the grand-
est and the greatest and ‘that Virginia
believed in trusting tne people. The. great
apostle of Democracy, the great teacher
of the principles of fundamental govern-
ment, Thomas Jefferson, declared in more
instances than one, “trust the people.”

Now. they were trusted in 1850-'51 under
the Constitution then framed by our
fathers. Did they exerclse the power, the
God-given power, the inherent sovereign
power as a State? They elected every
officer who was to be clected in the State
of Virginia, extending to the supreme
judges. That privilege and power were
taken away from them by whom? By
foreigners, aliens. and the former slaves
of Virginia people, and by the extant
Constitution, the Underwood fabric the
people were denied their ‘former rights.

e have come here to. correct it. We
are here to go back to the first principles,
1o the ancient principles of the fathers of
this government and to put into the
hands of the people their own business,
to elect their own officers, and to require
those officers to administer their will un-
der the law of this State.

I would not raise my voice for this pur-
pose if our suffrage was to continue as it
is. I-would not inflict a’ single ‘county in
the: State of- Virginia with a negro school
superintendent or a negro school teacher,
or a negro officer of any kind to domineer
over the white people, but I understand
that we propose to get rid of that ele-
ment, and that the white people in every
corner of this grand Commonwealth will
have the forée and power to carry on the
government for the white people of this
State. If it should turn out to be other-
wise when the suffrage proposition is de-
termined, if it is ascertained that we can-
not do that which we propose to do. then
we can correct this,. and none would be
more willing than I to say “appoint them,
vea. appoint them forever, so long as
existing conditions continue.” But I am
going upon the hypothesis and upon the
proposition that that element -will be re-
legated, that it will be taken away, that
it will be wiped out, and then we will
stand before a great white constituency
in every county in this Commonwealth.
Then why not let our people elect their
own ofiicers, especially these local offi-
cers who will be responsible directly to
them, and when they do wrong the people
will turn them out and try to get in
honest men or better men. .

Why not trust the people? When have
they failed to do that which should be
done? The people in the aggregate some-
times make mistakes; no human institu-
tions are perfect, but who are readier,
who are more willing, or who do correct
mistalkkes more readily than the people
when it is ascertained that a mistake has
been made. Trust them. If they make a
mistake it is against themselves. Scott
county may make a mistake. If so, it will
not hurt Richmond or Pulaski or Wash-.
ington or any other county; but they will
soon correct the mistake. If Warren
county or Rockingham county should
make a mistake, it will not hurt the coun- ;
ty of Scott or the city of Richmond. We *
may now and then have mistakes, and
gentlemen have admitted upon the floor
that this Board of  Education has made
mistakes, very grave mistakes. So, that
is no argument in favor of the appointing
power. The argument is the other way.

Ar. PORTLOCK: May I ask the gentle- |
man a question? I do not want to have !
anything to say upon this subject, how-f
ever deeply I may feel an interest in it,
and I do. You are speaking of making
mistakes and of tnose mistakes amounting
to.a mere trifile; that they will be indi-
vidual instances.

1 desire to say to the geatleman that the
county which I have the honor. to repre-
sent here has over thirty-five hundred
registered negro majority. Unless some
radical change shall result from the work
of this Convention, those negroes would
still be left in the majority in that county. !
In other words, if the election of a coun-
ty. school superintendent were to occur *
to-day, notwithstanding the fact that we

i

stitution which we propose to make, not-
withstanding the fact that we say that
whites and blacks shall be educated in :
separate schools, yet if party lines were !
drawn in Norfolk councy to-day not only ;
the possibility, but the probability would
be that althoug.. the white children and
the negro children are being educated in
separate schools, and we propose. to pro-
vide that they shall be, as is now provided
by law, it would not be beyond the ques-
tion of possibility that we would have a.
negro superintendent presiding over those
swhite schools. The last. time the! party:
lines were strictly drawn in the local
elections in that county, it resulted in the
elecuon of a negro Commonwealth’s-At-
torney. The first and only negro Com-
monwealth's-Attorney | elected . in -this
State. I regret the necessity for referring:

might be made under the. system which
the gentleman’ is '‘advocating and I want:

isuch a possible ‘situation of affairs.”
“Mr. RiCHMOND: Iuthoughg.ﬁizhaﬂ ;
swered that question a short;while ag

when ‘I said: that if ‘existng’ conditions

o

. not intended to apply to any white

prescribe against mixed scnols imfthe Con- *

10 such a fact in the history of my:county.:{:
Now  sir, there: is /the mistake’ thgt d

to' know what his‘views ‘are’ concerning:{ oas
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2 N\Ir. PORTLOCK: I 81 “the county::
- Ml ‘RICHMOND: : onnected;
ith’ Norfolk? s s SR
‘M PORTLOCIK: Norfolk county? e 3
: -

2\
M. . FMOND: L mean with the ¢
of ‘Norfolk : ‘ : ;

Mrs PORTLOCK: No. sir. I have: not
the city in my district.

Mr. RICHMOND: Are
and Norfolk city in the same
trict? i /

Mr. PORTLOCK:
and distinct.

Alr. RICHMOND: You
the Fusionists? g :

Mr: PORTLOCK: I belong to any party
or to any faction in the party which will
result in white domination. I would say
‘to the gentleman that I have never:voted
any other’ than a Democrafi icket in
all my ‘existence, nor have T ever bolted
a Democratc convention.' (Applause.)

Mr. RICHMOND: Yes. but it happens to:
result under vour plan of ifusion in: all |
sorts of white domination—megroes. and
whites. I am a Democrat pure and sim-
ple, and no mixer of any sort. I do not
fuse with negroes- or with -Populists or
with anybody else. I vote 2 straight
ticket on principle—Democrat or nothing.
My friends, some of you, love office het-
ter than- you love your country, I think.
You go’a little too strong with the negro
and defeat the regular white ticket.

But, as 1 said, 1f we should be unable
to eliminate the negro vote. we can correct
tuis. - This:Constitution will be here until
it is finally acted: upon and there is a:
final: revision, and it will be n the power
of the Convention to controlit.” I go upon
the hypothesis and the doctrine that they
wiil be otit of the way, and then there will
e nobody to vote but the white people,
and let the white peopie control. Then
that other ticket would: be ‘elected—the
regular straight Democratic ticket.

Now. Mr. Chairman, when I got up I
had no idea of detaining:this Convention
more ithan a few minutes to give these
statistics, but I get warmed up a little
sometimes and.go longer and further than
I expected or intended: S A

I want gentlemen to consider this
question seriously. When this Constitu-
tion is framed. -when it is completed
and ready to-be reported to our people
for their ratification or rejection, they
are going to be jealous of their rights.
I told-the people . that so far as I was
concerned whatever power thers was h
me should be exerted-in favor of elect-
ing the county school superintendents
by the people. First abolish it, if I
could, and if not let them say who
should fill the office. There are going 0
to be many delicate questions consid-

Norfolk county
election dis-
* L)

No, they-are separate.

ilono_t belong t{}

ered by the people when it comes t0 2 been

ratification of our work. I mention
that one as showing the necessity of
making this measure as popular as
possible, by allowing the people to par-
ticipate to the fullest extent in the
administration of this, their govern-
ment. Gentlemen have hooted me,
saying that they were not hunting for
‘popularity. The gentleman was hunt-
ing for his own idea. Well, gentlemen,
I ‘always hunt for right and hunt for
popularity as well The: man- who
hunts for the right, if the people do
not see it that way has his goose
cooked, and cooked for all time to
come.

I say it is a wrong principle for any
man to entertain the idea that he is
independent of the people who sent
him here or that this Convention can
do as it pleases without regard to the
wishes of-the people and without re-
gard to their judgment and their no-
tion. I ‘have just come out of. the
wilds of the Southwest, the two coun-
ties represented by: my distinguished
friend from Wise. I had occasion to
meet the people face to face, and I
want to say that they were the largest
crowds I ever had in my life, and I
have been there for twenty years in
every important election. They were
inferested in the outcome of this Con-
stitutional Convention. - They came
from both parties, in full force, to
hear what I might have to say, as it
had been charged there and was being
charged by the Republican candidates
that the Democrats, notwithstanding
their protestations of friendship, were
going to disfranchise “every poor‘white
man in the whole country. = I' met It,
and so far as I was able in the time
given me to meet the people, T met it
successfully. If I had only more time
or had gone a little sooner, Instead of
their being a Republican from that
county we would have had a Demo-
crat.

T had to draw the grandfather clause
on them, though, let me tell you. They
were giving us hail Columbia, except
the old soldiers, when it came to the
property and understanding clauses;
but when.,I drew out that littie reso-
lution, a very timely thing, which I
had printed and which I took along
with me, and explained to them, point-
ing out how many could register with-
out more being said or done, where
one had been a soldier of the United
States Army or in the Navy, or in the
military service of Virginia, and was
now resident in the State of Virginia,
it carried a certan element. Then I°®
explained that if a man or his wife
owned $250 worth of property, real or
personal, he could vote. One Repub- |
lican put a question to me in respect
to what would happen if a man did
not have it. I knew his status. He
did not have anything in"the world-in
his own name, and never will, but he
married a woman who had, and his
wife has it. I told him ‘‘every white
man is to vote. That ought to be sat-
isfactory to yourself. I know you
could not fulfil the qualification per-
sonally, but your wife can, and we will
allow her to vote you.”” (Laughter.)

Then when the -grand-daddy clause
was drawn on them, and it was shown
that every man who voted at any
time prior to the date of the present
Constitution, and) his descendants,
should have a right to register and
vote, the whole house would rise up
and say, ‘“That is sufficient.”

In all crowds where I spoke I said:
If these three propositions do mnot
cover every white man in: this audi-
ence, I want you to rise: and let me
see you, so that the Democratic party
may be true to its pledges, and we
will prepare a separate paragraph for
you and bring you 'in anyhow.” “Well,”
they said, ¢‘what about the under-
standing clause?” I told themi ‘that
is put in there for a purpose. It is
in there to reach the negro vote. Tt is

man, but our friends from the :Black,
Belt must have some means to get.rid
of the negro.”” I said: ¢TI am readv:to [
support that ‘measure-or any: other
measure they want that will take them:
from the sphere of negro domination.”

I am-going to:support the south side
of this: State,~the Black Belt, in any
measure that you ‘want; gentlemen,
that will. save .you from. threatened
negro domination, provided you let us
take care of our white people. If that
‘is ‘mot a’ fair proposition, I:should’ like
ito  know . what is‘fair. So much by
way ‘of: digression, Mr. Chalrman. But
1 believe ‘that’ in* Committee of 'the
“Whole' you ' can discuss anything you
want, whether:it'is germane or npt." |

I am not going to detain this‘Con-
vention any longer. “:I:am not‘able-to

acquainted with a young

*« Mr. RICHMOND:

‘has arisen be

© Mr JAMES

‘the s
:choose

venge on me, either: -0
HMOND: I wouid not take
I am not of a revengeful
nature: I have always been accounted
good-natured, and . I have always
tried to get along with my fellow-men
well, to meet them joyously, to part
with them friendly: and if I have oc-
vasion to.dun‘any of <nem for money:
to write to them politely. (Laughter.)

Thanking: you. gentlemen,
kind ‘and patient attention,
tain you no longer. Z
.Mr. AYERS: Mr. Chairman, I do not
intend to discuss:the amendment at
any length.' ‘T rise more to refute
some of the very personal charges that
my distinguished brother-in-law; the
delegate from Scott  (Mr: Richmon‘d):
has made against the school 'superin-
tendent of that cunty. J
“Soon after I became a resident of
that county thirty years ago I became
man, whose
in front  of

revenge.

father had 'been Kkilled

Petersburg, a gallant Confederate soi-

dier. He was working in®the summer
time bearing off bricks, getting money
enough to support him so that he

might go off to school during the win-.

ter. I watched the careeer of that
young man. until, by ‘dint of Industry
and hard work, he had edveated him-
self. He was a teacher i the public
free schools. and he had educated a
brother and helped a mother.

T watched his course, until sixteen

vears ago I had the pleasure and the

privilege  of nominating him ‘before
the Board cf IEducation. of which I
was then a member, for appeintment
as superintendent of scheols for Scott
eounty.

At that time. Mr. Chairman, in that
county there were not more than eight
or ten good schooi-houses—schooi-

houses that met the requirements ov

of the Board. This

the regulations

young man entered upon the discharge

of his duties, and  immediately began
to build up the free -school system
in the county.: He visited every neigh-
borhood. He stirred up and created
an enthusiasm in favor of public free
zchools that led to the tearing down of

old school-houses and the buliding of

new. He continued that work: He has
successively  meappointed {from
that day down to the present.

Hcott county to-dayv has more than

one hundred good schocl-houses,valued
at something .over $75,000. The public
free schools interests of the county have

steadily advanced in the character and

attainments of the teachers, the number

of attendants at schooi and the gen-
eral cause ‘of education in the county
has steadily. grown. as an evidence of
which I will say, Mr. Chairman. that
some two or three years ago at one of

the State Normal Institutes held in
“the ity of Britcl there were in at-'

tendance from the county of Scott 105
teachers, when thera were less than

100 public free schools there, and from

the county of Washington, in which
the Institute was held, there were less
than half that number, although they
could have sent probably double.

I desire to say that this man is re-
garded in the commurlty in which
he lives and all over Scott county as
an honorable man, as a benefactor to
the people.. While he has in the past
been - .an. gective; political worker: for.

his party, he has never permitted that

to interfere with the discharge of his
dutiez as school superintendent.:

You may go to the records in the office
here and ask for his record as made. and
they will teil you that ha ranks, if not
the first, among the firet superintendents
in having properly discharged everv duty
imposed upen him by the Board of Educa-
tion. : ;

Now, my friend chargzes him with being
a ballot-box stuffer. He can make that
charge here, under the orotection of his
membership in this bodv— \
< Mr, RICHMOND: . Will.the gentleman
allow me to interruptshim? = = .

Mr. AYERS. Certainiy. :

Mr. RICHMOND: ' I do not need any:
protection, when I made eighteen speeches
and charged this in the county of-Scott,
right in his presence, under the gentle-
man’s nose. 1 do not need any protection
from this body.

Mr. AYERS: I suppose the gentleman
made those charges; he says he did; but
I never heard him make those charges.
He makes the charge that Mr. Smith is a
ballot-box stuffer. He is not a judge of
election; he is not a member of the el=c-
toral board; he is neither county chairman
nor a member of the Democratis county
committee. Just how he would stuff-a
ballot-box I should like to know. ’

Mr. RICHMOND: One more question,

Mr. AYERS: The gentleman may—
Allow me?

Mr. AYERS: Certlainiy.

Mr. RICHMOND: Was not his brother-
in-law a member of the electoral board,
quite a young man, and clerk of the
board? :

Mr. AYERS: Mr. Minnich?

Mr. RICHMOND: Yes, sir.

Mr. AYERS: I think so.

- Mr. RICHMOND: Is nét Mr. Coley an-
other one, and one of his reguiar pets,
who would do anything—

Mr. AYERS: I do not know whether he
is a regular pet. He is another fatherless
Confederate boy. His father was killed in
the Confederate Army. ‘He is a young
boy. T should think——

Mr. RICHMOND: Coley—

Mr. AYBERS: I should think that a Con-
federate soldier-—

Mr. RICHMOND: Coley died right there
in Gate City, a mile and a haif from town.

Mr. AYERS: I should think a Confed-
erate soldier wouid seek to throw the
mantle of charity over the fatherless boy
of a comrade rather than to hold him up
to the scorn and execration of &all the
good people of the State. (Applause). 7

Now, a few words, and I will conciude.
My friend made all these charges before
the present Board of Kducation of this
State.. Mr. Smith, who, according to the
records of that office. was entitled to-re-
appointment first of ary upon the list, was
made to stand aslde. His name was post-
poned. Every school superintendent in the
State.was appointed and his name was
held up in order-that there might be a full
investigation of the charges which were
made. 'They wera investigated by the
Board of Education consisting of the Gov-
ernor, ' the “Superintendent, and tha At-
torney-General. 3

Mr. RICHMOND: Every

was— 7

Mr. AYERS: The charges were ‘heard
before that board. The gentleman ‘was
fully heard on more than one occasion, to
explain “and present all the evidence -be
could, and upon a full and final hearing
upon: all matters -the board, but a few
days: before: this” Convention met, deter-
mined that the charges were groundless,
and that Mf. Smith was'entitled to be, as
he was, reappointed; by the unanimous
vote of the' board, -superintendent of
schools for Scott. ‘I will'sav: for him that
there is no better, no higher, no truer, no
Better husband. no better father, no better
friend, no man_ who has the good of his
fellow-men more unselfishly at heart than

one of which

Mr. RICHMOND:  'Mr. Chalrman, just
one moment.. “As’ a question’ of veracity

guished “brother-in-law—T respect every-
thing he has-sald—I promise at an’early
day to’bring here the records and we will
see whoiis:right” T will lay them betore
this Convention-before many days have

passed. - =

ile ag e ge

man, awhile:ago:the' :
chmond) eliclted som¢

h

is‘own family physician, and then
followed 4 i

mawith the ‘stafementithat
“a;localzaf-

for your:
I will de-

D. Smith,: county: school superinten- |-
dent Tor:Scott county.  (Applause;. A

tween: myvelf and my: distin~

Ric € “applauss byv' 3
tatementithat every mhan:is free ta |

B 5 >
basis af school’population, and it-1$ our
duty not to look at what is best for: this;

Sorsthat county. but what is best
~for the whole State and the whole system.

It we look“at it in that wos. 1 believe we
will “become convinced: that: the selection
of these  county superintendents - in -the
manner proposed by-the committee is far
superior.to any-local elections in-the coun-,
“ties, “which would drag fhem into the
sphere ofipoliti T merely wished to say:
this in reply to what the ‘gentleman has
said as to its being,a local question.

SMr. i WADDILL: Mr. Chairmap, T feel
that in the consideration of ‘this report we
have reached:the parting 0f the wavs, and
that the value and efficiency or the worth-
lessness apd-‘lnem(:iéilcy.,ni..this.system de-
pendaipon’the'vote we shallitakein a few:
moments. ST consider  this. question
there, @re ‘but.two: points involved in it
that-is,” the success;of the system and the
‘removal 0f the sebanl systemn as far as.
possible from the sphere of nolitics.

~Now, geutlemen, we have provided for a
State Board of Toducatior. and that'board
will ‘be charged: with the direction, the
management and the success of this sys-
tem, and as a part-of its duties in order
to make it 2 suceess, that board should
be charged with respongibility for the local
agent, on whose efforts it must depend in
a large measure to make it a successtul
system.  Wkat principal would engage in
a system whert His agents were to be ap-
pointed by some one else and who are not
under his control or direction?

T think, sir,'that we should not under-
take such a task; that we should reflect
long before we should embark on any such
enterprise.  If:'we maka the superinten-
dent of county schoo!ls elective by the peo-

into tne sphere of politics, and it will cause
“a heated controversy to be had in every
county and citv of the State from the Al-
leghanies to tlie shores of Accomac and
Northampton.

Who is best able to iudge of the quali
ties of ‘a school superintendent. the
who have that system in charge, the nien
who: are trained, the men who have de-
voted their lives to those matters, or the
people at large?

Sir, when it is a difficult matter to make
buckle and tongue meet, it will cause a
contest to be made and waged in every
county and city in the State. You see. as
is done freauently in other cases. thit
some man who has been unfortunate wili
offer,himeelf as a candidate for the super-
intendent. of schools of a county, and be-
cause he is unfortunate the people will
take him:un:and elect him to that posi-
tion without regard to his qualificiztions.
Their sympathies:-are aroused aund they
take that oportunity of helping.a fellow-
man; but the school interests necessarily
must suffer from such a course.

1 do not believe, Mr. Chairman, that
there is any demand .on the part of the
people of this State for the election of the
superintendent of schools by the peopie.
'The argument ihat is made here for it is
that the duty of his selection should Le
devolved unon the narents of these chil-
dren. If we submit it to the peoble, do
the parents of the children decide it? No,
it iz submittd to the: whole body of ihe
people and every man is entitled to vote
for it, whether. he fIs a parent or not.
Every young man, every bachelor, takes
a part in the elction, and I suppose the in-
terests will become so aroused in these
political contests that the single ladics
will take a hand in‘it and influence the
election as far as thev can. So: the par-
erits will not be represented in a ppular
election for this office .

I am afraid, gentlemen, the argument
we hear about electing the school officers
by the people has some litfle claptrap
and an attempt to gamm popularity in it.
I have no cause to complain of the people,
but I have never stood on the house-
tops undertaking to sing their praises.
They generally ascertain and know very
well who is for, and who is against their
interests.

I am afraid the gentleman from Scott
(Mr. Richmond) has been influenced in his
remarks on this floor by the fact that
.the school  superintendent of which he
speaks in. the county of . ocott may have
used his efforts against him. If he did
those things he is charged with doing,
where were the members of the electoral
board that they did not control him?
After every argument that the gentleman
makes to submit it to the people this
will be the result in the case of such
a man as he has depicted. If he is such
a man as he charged him to be. he will
.come before the people and by 'his efforts

and the control of the machinery, be
elected to the superintendency of the
schools. e =

If the appointment of this-officer is
_placed in the hands. of ‘the State board
‘you will.be far .more. apt to get compe-
tent men for this place than if you sub-
mit it to the bouy of .the people to elect
them. In the discharge of their duties,
and they have important duties to dis-
charge, the superintendents must neces-
sarily at some time or other incur the
disapprobation of the people, and the
people will go to the polls and vote
against them because they happen to dif-
fer with them. We should not subject
them to such a state of affairs as that.
They must necessarily take the time they
should devote to other duties in elec-
tioneering for this place.

Gentlemen, we may gather wisdom in
our conduct here in the appointment of
these officers from the fact that in the
Underwood Constitution when these offi-
cers were first created it did not provide
for their election by the people, it pro-
vided that they should be appointed by
the State Board of Education, and that
system has continued down to this day.

I have no hostility td: the public school
sysfem of this State, but unlike the gen-
tleman from Scott, T have my children in
the public schools of the State. I trust
it will not be the pleasure of this body to
make this officer elective by the people,
because it will result, as I said a while
ago, in some man who has the party
whip in his hand getting the machinery
and have himself elected, and that is
just what we want to guard against.

Mr. HANCOCK: Mr. Chairman, I do not
intend to oppose the report of the com-
mittee. I desire to state that while I am
always in favor of election= by the people,
I think an election by the people does
not always mean an election by the people
in their individual capacity, but an elec-
tion by the people either in their indivi-
dual capacity or in their representative
capacity. T have always pelieved that the
superintendent of schools ought to be
elected by the people in their representa-
tive capacity and not in their individual
CaPACItY. v i iiig

Mr. WYSOR!
tleman? ;

Mr. HANCOCK: Certainly. .

Mr. WYSOR: In what capacity do you
think the people ought to elect the judges?

Mr. HANCOCK:. When we come. to
‘electing judges we will decide that ques-
tion. We do not propose in this Constitu-
tional Convention to decide questions un-
til they are ready for decision. WWhat is
-the use of deciding questions which.are
not  before the Convention? When  the
gentleman here last night took over two
hours to convince this body that he had
any suffrage plan at’all (laughter), and
every bit of the plan that he presented to
the members of the Convention was some-
body else’s plan instead: of his.own, why
does he come here now and ask this Con-
vention whether it‘is to elect judges by
tue people when we are talking about the
election  of superintendents of schools?
]ti tl;ought he was a wiser man. (Laugh-

er. 5 i v ‘

‘As I said on the floor in diséussing_the
question about the commissioners’ of the
revenue, whenever any technical knowl-
‘| edge is required:theipeople ought not to
exercise their individual capacity of vot-
ing; but they ought:to transmit it to their
representatives to- decide for. them. :

I did not agree entirely with the

Mav

I‘interfupt the 'gen-

distin-

‘guished ‘gentleman from Richmond (Mr.
‘Meredith) when'he said that expert men:
were. the only men'suitable to slect men'to
conduct eaucational affairs. According to
hisiview it:would fake an expert to select
‘an expert. ‘That is‘carrying it a:little
‘too far. I thinkiwhen the gentleman goes
_to buy his clcthes he' does not'askanyone-
“who. is the Best clothier ‘In: the city of
m an determine that question

he

e‘election’
ought to'let tl

ple we draw’the school systm necessarily {°

| mond (Mr. 1V
would have vot

y : “elec
Ve havis not yet determined.
legtorate is:going to be- “Are

‘We g0 :
ville.. counties, some
it over which
there shall be

.negro or an:

- Sussex, or Nottoway

‘of the counties pf the’circu
I have the honor to preside,
the: possibility: ofi electing &
.ignorant ‘white man superintendent of
scnools.. It: is: not: right, and it is not
just.that it shojld be done, and I'hope the
Convention -will ‘sustain the: committee’s
report. . SR R

Before- I. take my seat. L wish to say
‘that [ am opposéd to the Board of Edu-
‘cation as ' constituted.by the committee
in their report:and I wish to go on record
as being opposed to:any self-perpetuating
board. I am not in favor-of a life tenure
board. I have no :opposition to a man
holding. office- all his: life if the people
desire his services, but T have an objection
to having an office alife tenure office. I
want the officer to go before: the people
and- get ‘a_ new endorsement and a new,

‘commission .everyv term instead of letting

“him hold an office in defiance of the peo-
ple so! that the people cannot assail him
or remove him if they should so desire.
Now; take this /board as constituted and
what have you? You have the chair-
man— :
“Mr. GLASS: If my friend will permit

1 me, he said awhile ago that we ought to

discuss matters which are before the Con-
vention, and I agree with him. The com-
mittee ‘has already passed upon that
question,”but T assure my friend that it
is willing to give it further consideration.
as has been stated twice on this floor, and
we are willing to hear anything in the
world ‘he has to say upon a reconstruc-
tion of the board. But I do beseech him
not to prejudice the p®nding proposition
by a criticism of what the Committee on
Faueation has already done and what the
Committge of the Whole has sustained.

Mr. HANCOCK: The gentleman from
Lynchburg generally talks as he pleases
on all subjects, and T propose to follow
his example. (Laughter.) I ‘say this
board. as it is constituted is a board that
is contrary to democratic principles and
I do not intend to endorse it. I do mnot
want to place a board in existence that
we cannot reach by the legislative power
of the Commonwealth. I do-not want to
place a board in power that when the
Lesislature of Virginia assembles here
it has no power to remove them nor to
elect their successors.

Here vou have upon the Board the
Chairman of the Faculty of the University
oL Virginia, and if a part or the report of
one of the other committees is adopted
that man is there and you cannot remove
him, because you cannot take away the
appropriations from the University of Vir-
ginia. He is there not for a life tenure,
but perpetually; it will take another Con-
stitutionai Convention to remove him; it
will' be a long time, I think. before the
people will vote to assemble another Con-
stitutional Convention here. (Laughter.)

I do not believe that men who are so
high up in education and know so much
about biology and about philosophy and
about all of the ologies and all of the
various  theories that are in the air are
the best men to select the county superin-
tendents of schools. I think they are
first-class in their sphere, and 1 have mo
criticism to make on .uem; but there is
much to be said against allowing them to
elect superintendents of schools for the
cities and counties of this Commonwealth.
1 remember one of the professors, it may
not have been one_ of the professors of
these institutions. but a professor was
called to a primary school on one occd-
sion to speak to the children. He said to
them, “Dear little children, what you
need is an organic foundation upon a
fundamental basis.”’ (Laughter.) That is
what the children needed. but I do not
think they ever found out their needs
from the speech of the learned profes-
sor. I think this technicai knowledge and
information sometimes gets a man so far
away from the people that it prevents him
frA\m having that practical knowledge
which is necessary for him to have in or-
der to give to the peopie what they want
and really need. I wish to say the pub-
lic schools in the counties are mot sc bad
as they are represented here. The gentle-
man from Lynchburg said the public
schools in Lynchburg wers so good that
no private  schools could find support
wie..n twenty miles of- wie city. What is
t.e reason? The reason is because theyv
have so much money there that they are
able to run their schools for nine months
in a vear and get the very best teachers
which can be secured in the Common-
wealthl. If you will have more money for
the countiy schools and pay your county
superintendents more salary and nave bet-
ter. teachers and pay them more salary
and extena the time for the terms of the
schools in the country to nine months
vou will have just as good teachers and
just as good schools in the counry as you
have in:the cities.

The city people are no better and no
wiser than the country people. whila I
am endorsing this plan of standing by the
corimnittee to select the county and city
superintendents of schools by the Board
of Education, I am doing it with the dis-
tinct understanding that T intend to vote
to abolish that board as noy proposed to
be .constituted and to constitute a board
in its stead. a maijority of whose members
shall bewelcted by the people and put
enough technical knowledge in it by ap-
pointing two learned educators as addi-
tional members of the board. This will be
a wise combination of vpractical common
sense and technical information. But
still, if it is ascertained that these men
of technical knowledge are of no benefit to
the system of public education. I desire
that the General Assembly shall have the
power to remove them.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the committee is uvon the substitute of-
fered by the gentleman from Culpeper (Mr.
Barbour) for the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Fluvanna (Mr. Pettit).

Mr. BARBOUR: Let it be read.

The CHAIRMAN: The Secretary will
read both amendments.

The SECRETARY: The member from
Fluvanna (Mr. Pettit) proposes the follow-
ing amendment to the first sub-sectiocn of
section 4: G

“‘Strike out all after the word ‘First)
in line 3, and insert:

“A county ana a city superintendent of
public free schools shall be elected by the

voters of the respeetive counties and cities
for a term of four years. and their duties .

s}'xa]l be prescribed by the State Board of
Ld'ucntx_on, subject to legislative control,
and their compensation fixed by law.’”
The substitute proposed by the member
frgm Culpeper (Mr. Barbour) is as follows:
First. It mayin its discretion divide the
State into appropriate . school divisions
and, subject to the confirmation of the
Senate. appoint all superintendents of
schools for such divisions and prescribe

their duties, and may remove such super- ;

intendents for cause and upon notice to
the incumbent, provided no such division
shall comprise less than one county or
city, nor shall any county or city be di-
;ixg:q’ in' the formation of any such divi-

Mr. GLASS: I merely wish to m
statement that the committee acceafks :Rg
Substitute presented by the gentleman
from Culpeper (Mr. Barbour), as it- more
succinctly embodies the real intent of the
committee’s report. o

The CHATRMAN: The question is first
upon the substitute offered by the gentle-
!t?:n 1;;(:11 Culgeper (Lug};. Barbour). (Put-

i > question).
hz{\{e %r. q ) ne ayes f'x.ppear to

Mr. PETTIT: I call for a division.

Mr. GLASS: As I understand. the gues-
tion just put was on the substitute offered
by the gentleman from Culpeper.

The CHATRMAN: Yes; on his substitute
for the amendment offered by the gentle-
;!;tll.l! from Fluvanna. A division is called

Mr. HATTON: I ask t. :
bglita::;eg’ngaln.f 33 fmt the questlon

The AIRMAN: The question is
the adovntion of the 'subst‘i‘lute offeregpgr\:
-]t)l;gr)getml&man' tr(am Culpeper (Mr. Bar-

0 the amendment £
from Fluvanna (Mr. -Petu(g. s h.e ?ent!eman
o Mr. GLASS:T And it is understood that
‘the’ committee accents the substitute of
the gentleman from Culpeper.
“Mr. PORTLOCK: So I understand. but
I 'supposed there was some substiute of-

fered ahead of that, and I voted against

it. Lwant to vote forit. - S
'thMeri: cﬁvﬁ;}ls:ts ~Those who wish to sustain

< ee ivote 3 3
substifute. " = = Yee ot

M- Barbour's substitute was agreed 1o

here being, on a division, aves sfvxfggs “lgf
“Mr. HUBARD: T desire to state that [
was'paired with the gentleman from Rich-
lsgd .’;l‘”;zlw- he had been here he

‘oted ‘no.

and I-should havet

no objection to it

: GHL Tk
ment to the second sug—:;?:gifor ey
tary will read the third sub-sect
- The Secretary read as follows
 Third, It shall have authority to mar
all needful rules and regulations for i1~
management - and conduct of the puii
-free schools, which rules and rez&hp:lx‘ il
when published and dfstributed. shall hqn-:-"'
the force and effect of law, but all rul..
and’ regulations: of sald board s b
amended or repealed by the General ...
sembly, and when so amended or repeaic.
shall not be re-enacted by said board. - "
“Mr."McILWAINE: I wish to state tha
I understand the authority now eic..
to the State Board of Education is m‘if‘f e
cally the same with that with which t1
are here clothed. the only difference b
that it is stated here that the rules
regulations adopted by them shall n
the force and effect of law, whilst, :
understand it, that is already the ¢
They have a body of rules and recu!.
tions which are adopted and have tha
force and effect of law in the schools }-“:
it is provided here that all these rules ana
regulations ‘“‘may be amended or rep}n,xr.',i
by the General Assembly, and when .
amended or repealed, shall not be
énacted by said board.”” so that the wha
system IS under the direction of the G
eral Assembly, the only advantage of this
scheme over giving .the General Assembiy
the primary power in the premises beip,
that there will likeiy be a much more en
gistent code of rules, and one that is m
more easily gotten at and underst
That is the whole of it. ;.

The CHAIRMAN: TIs there v
amendment to be proposed to the thir
sub-section? If not, the Secretary
reasl the fourth sub-section. %

The Secretary read as follows:

“Fourth. It shall select text-books
and educational appliances for yza 1‘
the public free schools of the Statn.
provided that the School RBoarc
cities. of a population of five tho
or more shall choose the books
appliances for their schools, sunp
tc such.rules and regulations as tha
State Board of Education shall pre.
scribe.””

Mr. HAMILTON: I move that tha
words ‘“‘subject to such rules and reo;.
lations as the State Board of Fdues.
tion shall prescribe.”” in lines 26 ang o7
be stricken out. I understand that thi:
amendment is acceptable to certain;
several members of the committee,
is inconsistent with the idea that
cities may choose their own text-haoe
if it means anything. The cities
always had a right to choose
own text-books heretofore, and
very important that they should !
that right. .

Mr. PETTIT: Mr. Chalrman, T pro-
pose an amendment to the subsection
to this effect: To insert after the word
“more’”’ in line 25 the words, “and the
County School Board.”

The section as it reads now provides
that the Board ‘‘shall select text-bo
and educational appliances for u
the public free schools of the Stat
providad, that the school boaris
cities of a population of five thousand
or more shall choose the books and
appliances for their schools.”” If
School Boards of the cities are given
the power, I do not see why there is
not a greater reason for the Count;
School Boards to do the same thing. I
wish to put the County School Boards
upon the same footine with the Cify
School Boards. That is the effect of
the amendment I have offered.

Mr. McILWAINE: I will get the zen-

leman from Prince William (M.
Thornton) to state the reason for thas
action of the committee. He has
connected with the county schoo

The CHAIRMAN: The <Chair
suggest that the committee
first dispose of the amendment
fered by the ge—*'eman from Peters-
burg (Mr. Hani...on).

Mr. McILWAINE: I will say in re
gard to that amendment—

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment
offered by the gentleman from Flu-
vanna (Mr. Pettit) is not germans to
that amendment.

Mr. R. WALTON MOORE: I would
ask that before the vote is taken
some member of the committee
the reason for making any distin
whatever between counties and cit
I do not pretend to have any very
definite opinion on the subject, because
I do not know what reason may have
controlled the committee.

Mr. McILWAINE: I was about to
state it when the Chair suggested that
another question, the amendment of
the gentleman from Petersburg,
which -this was not germane, should
be acted on first. That was your sug-
gestion, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. MEREDITH: Before that amend-
ment is adopted I desire to be he: I
earnestly ask that that will not
done. . I think it is very desi
that you should turn over the ¢
decision of this question to the Sct
Boards of the cities. It is a very dan
gerous thing that we propose to
“There is no telling as to what will
. the composition of these boards,
in many instances it is a very unc
able composition. It would be ope
the. door to a very large amount
fra.ud_to be perpetrated upon the cities
of this Commonwealth to allow thi3
L to be done by a board, I cars not ho?¥
:you constitute It, whether it be
pointed by the Counecil or whether
elected by the people, which may
sist of men who are no better
the members of the Counclls of some
of the Ckities. :

We know that there has been
effort all over this country by tha
ferent publishers of school-books.
they h:rz\'e spent large amounts
money in trying to get their books
iato the different schools. This will
simply open the door to the purchase
of members of a School Board of a
city.

I can see some reason why the St
Board should be left some discret
because of the fact that the charac
i of the schools, or some of the )
‘in the vcities, differs from the
in the counties; but I respectfuliy
mit that they ought to be subject
some control, and that control ought
i to be by the General Board of Educa
;txon. Then if they ascertain that ther?
ihzwe been any improper methods used
or any improper books adopted it can
be remedied.

I am perfectly willing that the local
! board should have the original chc
but I earnestly urge in behalf of th
- city of Richmond at least that you W iil
' not trust the boards of the cities v
the selection of "the text-books ab
lutely, but that the selection may :
made subject to the final decision oL
the general School Boargd.

I think my friend from Petersburg
treading on very dangerous gro
Wwhen: he proposes to allow this to b
done. We may have now very exce
lent _Sct_xool Boards, and I underst
his city has. I do not care about dis-
-.cussing the character of the Schoo!
i Boards in the different cities. Some of
them are good and some of them ar*
bad. But I am speaking of the dau
of the printiple of allowing a final
cision “te be made sometimes by
politicians of a city, after all the mo
that we know has been spent by di
ferent publishers in their efforts to ==°
their books into the. public schools.
therefore earnestly appeal that you
will not alldw us to do this thing, but
that you will have some restraint upo:
us 'so as to protect us from ourselves.
< Mr. R. WALTON MOORE: May I ask
the gentleman. who represents a city
2 question simply with a view to ob-
taining information?

. Mr. MEREDITH: Certainly.

o Mr. Ri WALTON MOORE: Can be

 tell me of any reason why that portot
“the fourth sub-section after tb¢

rd “State.” in line 23, should be -

2 IS there any reason why the
s sub-section after thal
ot be stricken out, anu
ision’ so that the Stae
fect text-books and edu-
ances for use in the pub-
CLUDED ON PAGE 9
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