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eliver. those books. It does:
" meem 1o me that this board could in that
way protect the cities from unusual and
me that gentiemen who are
ve  the . whole provision
: ther than to have the last
~ clause Jeft in, cannot defend their posi-
" dion. They would then leave the matter
- mbsolutely to the Board of Education. The
- committec simply proposes that the Board
of Bducation shall have a right to pre-
. scribe certain rules and regulations under
school boards will have to
_sconduct themselves. 1f it is proper for the
e the absolute
o dictate what the counties shall
es it not come with bad grace
from cities, when all is conceded to._them
practically for wneir own selection, for
them to come forward and say that they
must not be in any sense amenable to
rules and regulations that may ‘be adopted
Yy the State Board?
1t does seem ‘to me, gentlemen, that
4his opposition on the floor to this very
yeasonable provision, as we regard it, is
one that should not be entertained by the
Convention.

Mr. STEBBINS: Mr. Chairman, I have
listened with a great dea) of interest, with
<close attention, and I hope with profit,
10 the discussion that has been going on
in regard to this sub-section of the re-
port of the Committee on Education and
Public Instruction.

1f there is one department of the gov-
ernment of this Commonwealth®in which
I feel a deep interest it is that of the
public schools, for I realize that in a
government like ours, where the right of
sell-government rests with the people,
inere must be universal intelligence
among 1ts citizen for the proper exercise
of that right. 1 realize the great benefits
1inat have accrued to .ne people of Vir-
ginia and especially to those of the
Jiumbler and poorer classes, from the free
schocl system. 1 believe that I echo the

. mentiments of every member of this com=
Imittee when I say that it is our earnest
desire- to increase the efficiency and en-
large the benefits and raise the standard
of the public free schools of Virginia.
. Mr. Chairman, we are engaged now in
devising a sysiem of public free schools
for the whole State of Virginia, not in
~ devising one system of public schools for
. the counties and another system for the

«~ities, but beginning at the bottom, at

the primary scuools, and building up a

system  through the high schools that

shall fit the pupils of «nose schools for
entrance into the higher institutions of
jearning of the State. < 2

In order that this svstem shall be effi-
cient, there must be some central power
exercising authority and control over it

. @nd directing its administrauon. This
central power and authority, according to
the report of the committee, is vested in a
Board of Education, and I cannot see why
1his Board should exercise au.nority over
the counues of the Commonwezalth in the
=election of the text-books of their schools
=nd then remit or delegate this authority
absolutely to some oOwaer party in the
cities of the Commonwealth for like pur-
poses.

1 cannot see that in the system the
cities of the Commonwealth stand upon
@ different basis from the counties of the
Commonwealth. It is said that the cities
have schools of higher grades; that they
have high schools. Do not some of the

., .counties also have high schools, and shall
wve except ihe counties hawv.ng high
schools and leave to the county boards of
1hose counties the selection of the text-
books for t..ose high schools?

Nor do I see that this authority which
is vested in the Board of Education to
formulate rules and regulations for the
city boards in the selection of text-books
~would work any hardship on those boards.
I have no idea that the Board of Educa,
aion would be arbitrary. dogmatic or tyr-
=—anical in the exercise of .nis power, but
I believe they would allow .—e city school

. boards the greatest ireedom in the selec-
tion of their text-books, subject 1o cer-
tain limitations that were proper and just
and for the best interesis of the pubuc
schools. 3 :

1 can conceive, Mr. Chairman, that the
scnool boards in some o. the cities might
~want to adopt books which might be con-
sidered imvroper to be taught in the pub-
lis schools, anu that it would -be eminently
proper and vight-that the Board of Educa-
tion should exercise its prerogative and
=ay that thoss books should not be in-
arduced into the public schools.

Nor do I conceive, Mr. Chairman, that
ilere is more virtue and intelligence in
rity school boards than in country school
boards. The same influences that would
Eway one might sway the other. There-
i fore, there must be some restrictive au-
thority upon their action, so that they
smay not go veyond what is proper and
z2gnt and. what is for the best interests
of the «chools in the selection of their
text-books.

Mr. Chairman, while I am not particu-
2arly impressed with the constitution of
the Bogrd of Education as reported by the
commiftee, I believe that the men they
have designated are men whose duties are
ceducational and who will be familiar with
the character, the value and «he worth of
sthe various text-books that may be taught

“4in the public schools, and their informa-
tion and superior knowledge would be a
preat advantage to .nese boards in the
selection of text-books. I do not see why
4he cities should be relieved from this
supervision of the State Board of Edu-
cation, which seems to me” to be emi-
nently proper and right. i

Mr. HAT1ON: »r. Chairman, I simply
desire to trespass upon the time of the
committee for one moment, in order to ad-
vert to some remarks of the gentleman
irom Bedfora (Mr. Brown).

The gentleman from Bedford accepled,
apparently on behalf of the committee,
the challenge to tell this Committee of
the Wnole what specific meaning was to
e attached to this qualification. .I have
jistened in vain to hear him tell that speci-
fic meaning. .

Again, the chief reason which the gen-
tleman from t3edford gave for vesting this
power in the >.ate Board was that expert
advice might be given in the matter of the
selection of these books. I would like to
remind the gentleman from Bedford that
all expertness in school matters is not
confined to the State Board of Education.
3 should like to ask, if the city boards]
and, if you please, the county.boards too,
are to be entrusted with the selection of
the teachers, who are to teach these very
text-books, why in the name of reason
can they not be trusted with the selection
of the lesser, namely, ¢ books them-
selves?

Ought not these two boards {o go hand
in hand? Is it not logical to say that the
same power capable of selecting the
#oachers is capable of selecting the books
that they are to teach? If they are ca-
pable of seclecting the teachers, why
should they not be capable of-selecting the
books themselves? I should like to have
that question answered?

The gentleman says further that after
zll the State Board of Education would
«consult and be governed largely by what
the local board said in_ the matter. If
zhat be the case. are vou not vesting the
power in the city boards after all? ‘1s not
mhat the ultimate result of 1t? If that be
;.m?: indirect result, why not do it direct-
v <

Again, I ask where rests the expense
of constant changes in school books?

- "Where is that expense borne and by
whom? By the parents of the children.
1f the power to change those books is
“wested in the State Board the parents of

- the children are so far removed from the
-~ members” of that Board that they have

o facllity for reaching them to make.

a protest, whereas'if the selection is vest-

<d in the city boards the parents of the
children have an‘opportunity to appear

Pefore those boards and make known
“their objection. o,

.~ “Cne educational systems of the larger
{«cities of this Commonwealth’are no long-
r in their swaddling clothes. They have

grown up; they are strong, and they are

‘£ble to protect themselves. The principle

embodied in the amendment of the gen-
tleman from Petersburg gives an ele-
sment of locas self-government which the

Convention should be pl to grant,

and I hope they will grant it. . T ask them

%0 grant it to the cities, and if the counties

swant it I am willing to vote to give it to

the counvies. .
_Mr, JAMES W. GORDON: - Mr.
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Mr. JAMES' W.
not understand that

Mr. R. WALTON 1 -
state that I withdrew At after some
conference twith the chairman “of :the
committee, who thought: thé purpose
I had in view would be sufficiently-ac=
complished by  the language. the com=
mittee has reported. My impression
at the outset accorded with that of the
gentleman from: Richmond, that it
would be better: to leave the matter.
as to the cities with the' State Board,
just as it is proposed  to ‘leave the
matter of the selection -of “boOkS and
appliances for the use of the counties.

Mr. JAMES W. GORDON: If it
should be necessary, I would myself
reoffer that amendment in order to
bring it before the committee, Decause
I believe it embodies the correct prin-
ciple and is the correct soluttpn of this
problem. The language of ‘the first
clause 'of the fourth sub-section’ of
the report . seems to me to’ make it
mandatory that the power of selection
shall be in the Board of Education,
and shall be exercised by them. AS
amended by the gentleman from Fair-
fax it would read in this veay:

“It shall control and regulate  the
selection of text-books and ‘educational
appliances for use in the public free
schools of the State.”

The question is whether it is better
that this Board of Education, having
control of the whole system with
the interests of the people at heart,
should have this power of selection or
of reguiation and control, or whether
it should be submitted to the local 'au-
thorities in every county and city in
the Commonwealth. el :

I have heard, and I have no doubt
it 'is true, that the system of local
adoption has been greatly abused, not
only in this State, but in other States.
In fact, gentlemen have ‘told me that
the most disgraceful condition of af-
fairs has exisfed througHout some of
the Southern States under the plan of
local adoption, where not only the
School Trustees and the County
Boards, but the teachers ‘themselves,
have been dragged into the contests
over school-books, and where undue
influences had been brought to bear
upon the teachers to, get them to in-
fluence the selecting power. I say if
it is possible to do away with' the
probability of such a condition of af-
fairs-in the State of Virginia 'we ought
to do it. : :

In the second segtion of the com-
mittee’s report the general super-
vision of the public free school sys-
tem of the State is vested in this
Béard of Education, and the peronnel
of the board as fixed by the committee
is such that I do not believe they will
ever be subject to any but the purest
motives in the selectio-nof the school-
books of the State, and in all of the
action which they may take as a body
for the advancement of the public
school system. There may be In the
future, here and there, some - unworthy
member of the Board, but I believe the
wisdom of the committee in the: con-
stitution of the Board will be vindi-
cated in the history of the public
school svstem in the future. I say
there are no better hands to which we
can submit the control and regulation
of this whole question than this Board
of Education composed, as it is.
Now, wnat will be the effect? We
do not sav to the Board of Education,”
“vou shall seclect the books;” e say,
“you shall control and regulate the
selection of the books.”” That would
give the power to this Board of Edu-
cation to give to each city, if it -chose,
the selection of the books. As long as
the power conferred by the Board of
Tducation upon the local authorities
was exercised in a proper manner, the
Board would continue to allow the
city to exercise the power: but if the
local authorities in any case showed a
disposition to ‘abuse- the power then
the Board of Education could take
back the prerogatives into their own
hands and adoptisome other method
of selecting the books.

Now, we have got to trust this Board
of Education. As I said, it will be
composed of men of the highest at-
tainments and highest character, and
we cannot conceive that it will be
influenced by anything but the very
highest motives for thé welfare of the
public school system as a whole. I
believe that we can confide to this
Board with absolute safety the work-
ing out of a system for the selection
of school books, and that  we can
more safely trust them to do it than
we can irust ourselves here upon the
floor to do it.

Some of the gentlemen. in the course
of the debate have advocated local
adoptions’ on the ground that a me-
chanic or workman is best qualified to
choose his own tools. That Is Ttrue,
Mr. Chairman, in only a very limited
sense. You cannot find any great me-
chanical shops in @ this country in
which the tools that are used by the
mechanics are not chosen by experts
for those workmen, and not by the
workmen  themselves. :

Another gentleman has said that in
the course of the campaign which will
be carried on in every county under
the local adoption system, the agents
of one book will point out the’defects
in the book represented by another
agent. I remarked to one of my friends
there on my right that that was very
much like one insurance agent point-
‘ing out the defects of the plan of his
competitor in the insurance business.
It is not always a.very trustworthy
criterion. -

The gentleman. from Portsmouth
(Mr. Hatton) has asked if these local
authorities cannot be trusted in the se-
lection of books, why should you trust
them to select teachers? I think there
is a complete answer to that question,
and it is this, that in the selection of
teachers we have an examination, and
there are not the- same. influences
brought to bear upon the trustees of
the 1local authorities to' secure the
selection of teachers as there are to
secure the selection of particuldr
bocks under the local adoption sys-
tem. :

At first T was inclined, like the gen-
tleman from Norfolk (Mr. Brooke) to
favor the fourth sub-section of the
committee’s report as it came from
the hands of the Committee on Edu-
cation, but I am now “convinced that
the last clause of the sub-section
makes the proviso practically null and
void, and I should not be willing to
vote to give to the cities the power to
select their school-books coupled with
this last clause. ' FRER >

Mr. MEREDITH: May ¥ ask the
gentleman a guestion?. - SR

Mr. JAMES W. GORDOXN: Certainly.

Mr. MEREDITH: Did I understand
you to offer just now, as a substitute
for sub-division four, the proposition
that it shall control and regulate the
text-books and educational appiiances
for use in the public free schools of
the State? i 2

Mr. JAMES W. GQORDON: Yes, sir.:-

Mr. MEREDITH: -You offer that as
a substitute. : o X

AMr. JAMES W. GORDON: That the
Board shall’ control-and regulate the
selection of text-books'and educational
appliances for use in the public.free.
schools of the State. = = o fo e
. Mr. MEREDITH: That is
are willing-to take.- ' = - o0
O Mr. JAMES W. GORDON:' I am
“willing to take that. 0« 0 oin
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has ‘been’ ‘recommended

‘mittee on Education:and-ado
‘{he: Committee of ‘the Whole.
“ Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, do any.
of you on_ this floor have any. idea that’
a Board of Education’composed as this:
one is would:undertake to make a se-
Jection for. the county’of Russell or the:
county’ of Norfolk-or: any. of the cities
or counties of the Stdte without con-
ferring Wwith the “local® authorities Jin
those various communities? I have no
ided of it. I say’the very principle: of
the advantages of local adoption can be
secured by the State Board of Educa-
tion ‘in conference with the local au-
thorities, and at the same time the
local communities: can ‘be relieved of
the canvass that is being made:every.
few vears by 'book agents' for local
adopt;on. e S

For~ these reasons, . gentlemen, T
trust that you- will' dllow this whole
matter to rest in the: hands of  the
State “Board of Education, and give
them the authority in their wisdom to
control and regulate the selection of
the books, giving to this community
or taking from that community  this
power, as their wisdom may dictate.
I believe’ that that is the safe and
middle course to pursue in this mat-
ter. :

The CHAIRMAN: Will the gentle-
man’ from “Richmond write out his
amendment - ;

Mr.. JAMES W. GORDON: Yes, sir.

Mr. PORTLOCK:, Mr: Chairman and
‘gentlemen of the committee, I desire to
offer to the fourth sub-division of the
committee’s report an amendment which
may not be in regular order to be sub-
mitted at this time and which, perhaps, T
should defer until the vote is taken upon
the pending amendment relating to cities.

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair will state
to the gentleman from Norfolk county that
there are two amendments pending now.

Mr. PORTLOCK: That is what I under-
stand, but I wish to suggest’ another
amendment.

The CHATRMAN: The gentleman can-
give notice of his purpose to offer such an
amendment. - : ;

Mr. PORTLOCK: I wish to state my
purpose.. My amendment relates to coun-
ties. and inasmuch as the same argument
in favor of the amendment which I pro-
pose to offer relating to counties would
apply in many respects to the amendment
relating to cities which has been offered,
I felt that the amendments might be ar-
gued together and that we of the counties
would get perhaps some help and vaulable
assistance from the gentlemen who are
advocating the amendment with reference |
to cities. In 'other words, if I may be
allowed at this juncture to offer the
amendment, I believe that time will" be
saved in the argument and in the debate
relating to this matter, because both
amendments could be debated and argued
at the same time. For that reason I ask
to be allowed at this time to offer an
amendment relating. to counties, upon the
2nding question rélating to the selection
gf t;axt-books for the public schools of this

tate. $5

The CHAIRMAN: The gentleman can
indicate what his amendment is, and ar-
gue it. A

Mr. PORTLOCK: My amendment is to
add, in line 25 of the fourth sub-division
of the second section, after the word
“more,” the words ‘“and of counties of a
population of 30,600 or more,” so that my
amelndxnent would make this sub-section
read: - 54

“It shall select text-books and educa-
tional appliances for use In the public free
schools of the State; provided, that the
school boards of cities of a populavon of
5,000 or more’’—

Now comes my amendment—

“Or of counties of a population of 30,000
or more, shall choose the books and appli-
ances for their schools.””

If I may be allowed:to do so at this
point I will submit this amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The gentleman from
Norfolk county can indicate his amend-
ment, and he can argue it at this time:

Mr. PORTLOCK: Very well, sir.

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the com-
mittee,. I, ‘of course, am aware that the
whole object of this committee and of
each individual member thereof is to ar-
rive at the best possible solution of the
question involved in the fourth.sub-divi-
sion of this section of the committee’s re-
port. T have failed to appreciate any ar-
gument on the pnart of the gentlemen of
this committee which would even tend to
establish any difference whatever be-
tween counties of large population and
cities of a population amounting to as
small a number as 5,000 inhabitants. How
can there be any difference in principle as
between cities and counties in the matter
of selecting text-books? I say I have ut-
terly. failed to appreciate=it, and I must
confess that I have been wholly unappreci-
ative of any argument adduced upon that
score in support of that position. It must
be admitted, as a matter of fact, that no
such difference exists. If the same condi-
tions obtain in the larger counties in this
State as those which relate to the cities
in the conduct,-management and import-
ance of the public free schools—and. the
same conditions do exist—if the same abil-
ity and efficiency: is to be found in the case
of the county school officials as- may be
claimed for the city public school edu-
cators (and such-is undoubtedly true), then
how can it be argued that the cities, how-
ever small and unimpnortant, shall have
the right through their school officers to
make their own selection ‘of the text-
books and that'the counties, however large
and ‘populous, are incapable of makijg
such a selection through their. school offi-
cials, but that the central board must do
this for. them. = .

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate that the
State Board' is composed of the very best
material’ which could possibly have been
decided upon-by the very able standing
Committee on Education. I have no rea-
son in the world for objecting to the se-
lection of the text-books by that board, if
it should appear that that is the best body
that could be obtained for the selection of
the books, nor do I see any serious objec-
tions, or in fact any objection at all, to
the selection of the booxs bﬁ the cities
and the counties. But whichever body
may be chosen and decided upon by this
committee as the proper body to make the
selection of the text-books to be used in
the public schools, I want the counties and
the cities put upon the same footing. Cer-
tainly do I think-this:ghould be the case
in.a county as large and important as the
county which I hayve the honor to.repre-
sent in this Convention.. - =

I have been surprised to find that so
many gentlemen representing ‘numerous
counties in‘the State -are willing to con-
cede that the cities are more capable of
selecting. text-books through their local
authorities than are the school officials in
respective. counties. I have been utterly
unable, sir, to appreciate their position in:
this matter with reference to thelcapacity
of the people- who - constitute the local
boards in the various counties represented
by these gentlemen ‘upon this floor.

“However. that may be, if - their local’
boards are incompetent, if:it be true as
suggested by them that influences may. be
improperly used on their local boards be-
cause they are boards which represent the
county, and that those:same local influ-
ences cannot be so  improperly ‘used upon
the city boards, ‘then my amendment will
strike out at least a large number of such
_counties; and we come down to counties,
as I provide in this'amendment, of a popu-
lation of 30.000 or more. 3 - :
©“Mr. Chairman, I must confess that, while
my purpose here, as far:as'in me lies, is
to.place- provisions in' the Constitution
withireference to.the State at large, T am
constrained frequently to refer to my own
county. in my work upon this floor because
of the peculiar conditions existing dn that
county. That county is aifferentiated from
al other counties in the: State of Vireinia
as to those conditions. In the first place,
we . talk of cities:of 5,000 or:more-having
the right to select their own text-books.
Sir, T-would:state here that Norfolk coun-
tv. has.a population second only to the city
“of Richmond, and:larger than any- other
cityin:the. State of:Virginia-except: the
¢ity of Richmond. The:location of ‘Nor-:
folk county;is‘as convenient:.to the outside
world, it is as accessible from all sections
.of the country, as’ he cities of 'Nor-

“folk and Portsmouth”or:the city of Rich-
.mon]d or any ‘dthe y-of ithe: Common--
wealt ¢

+:In' my county we have ipe {

who is'a'most efficient'and capable:man, a.

‘gentleman’ who has’ ‘the:schools:of>jhis

.cnun_tf. at 'hd‘eart.‘ “and ‘a man:who has:the
/an

| . villagesjadjacent to'the’citie
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energetic.a
nost 1aud

a.pop.
towns and:
of Norfolk
and;;Portsmouth’ to.'schools: of higher
grade: than:are-usually found in _s1aaller
scounties. " They. are building; now a mag:
‘nificent:school in:the ‘town of Berkley,
pubzc school; whichis to be !
.a)graded”school, ‘a’ building :whlglx.Mll
prove a’credit to’the countv: andian orna-
ment to the community In which it is lo-
cated; and we want the sam
tor this and similar schools in‘
as:shall be provided for similar's
the ‘cities, and there is no reason
‘why we should’not be accorded’tht
and:privilegexasieter JEniis =i e i
‘My obiection to this sub-section:is that
whatever provision:is: made by this cen-
‘tral board here in:Richmond will be made
for all counties alike, and while that pro-

the county
chools in
on earth

the counties of the State, I say to you,

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of:the com=
mittee, the conditions in my county, popu-
lous as it is, progressiveas it is, enlight-
ened as:it is, are the same as obtain in
the city of Richmond and in the cities of
Norfolk ;and Portsmouth .and" the other
amaller eities, in the matter. of public
school' education. ! P

Tf that be the. case, why, should we be
subjected in Norfolk county to a general
provision which applies to all. the smaller
counties throughout the State at large?
Why should we be subjected to this gen-
eral provision and cities .of 5,000 inhab-
itants, with scarcely enough: population to
justify even a graded school, be allowed to
select their.own text-buoks, while Norfolk
county with nearly 52,000 people, is sub-
jected to the general provision which ap-
plies to the‘smaller counties in the State,
counties which in no sense.compare with
the county of Norfolk? 4

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: Will the
gentleman yield for a question?

Mr. PORTLOCK: Certainly, sir.

“Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: What pro-
portion of that population are negroes?

Mr. PORTLOCK:. I should say that over

half the population are negroes. We have
approximately 20,000 whites in Norfolk
county. £

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: Are there
not a number of counties in the State that
have a white population as large as or
even larger than Norfolk county?

Mr. PORTLOCK: I think the gentleman
is mistaken about that. I do not think he
can justify that statement by the facts in
the case at all, because we have necessar-
ily. a large white population in Norfolk
county. There are one or two counties
with a larger white popuiation. The coun-
tv of Rockingham has a larger white pop-
ulation. SR

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: What is
your white population? i

Mr. PORTLOCK: I could not tell you
accurately, sir; but I should say that we
have approximately 20,000 white population
in Norfolk county.

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: I think vou
will find that there are counties in the
State with a white population equally as
large as that of Norfolk county.

Mr. PORTLOCK: ‘I wish to say that the
white population has nothing to do with
this question. Go.into the gentleman’s
county and. I venture to say the gentle-
man reckons the population by the entire
population of his county, both white and
black.

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: Certainly.

Mr. PORTLOCK: The population of the
city of Richmond and of the cities of
Norfolk and Portsmouth embrace the en-
tire population, white and colored, and my
argument and my contention here is based,
and properly based, upon the entire popu-
lation of my county. 2

I will say to the gentleman from King
and Queen (Mr. Jones) that upon refer-
ring to the statistics here, I find that
Norfolk county has by long odds more
white population than his county has
white and negro population combined.

Mr. CLAGGETT B.-JONES: I will state
to the gentleman that the only reason
why I asked the questian was that in his
argument a day or two ago in connec-
tion with the election of sehool superin-
tendents he wanted to eliminate the ne-.
groes. He was looking at the question
only from the standpoint of the white
.povulation. of_.the :county. That is the
reason why I asked him 'the question as
to tne proportion of tne white and negro
population in his county.

Mr. PORTLOCK: As a matter of course,
I want to eliminate the negroes’ so far
as the vote is concerned, but when it
comes to a question of the population of
the county and of the facts and the ar-
gument to be based upon that population,
and the rights relating to that popula-
tion. of course it is but natural and proper
that I should refer to the ‘entire popula-
tion of my county for the purpose of my
present argument; in other words, Mr.
Chairman, as suggested by the gentle-
man from Richmond on my right (Mr.
Gordon); I want all that is coming to me,
such as may be claimed upon a basis of
population.

Mr. Chairman; as I said in the outset,
I have no special objection to the central
board making a selection of the text-
books for the several counties and cities
in the State of Virginia, and I must con-
fess, I can see no such objections to the
provision, as urged by several gentlemen
upon this floor, to the selection of the
text-books by local authorities.

Dr. Ruffner, in treating upon the sub-
ject of the selection of the text- books by
a central board, discusses matters which
the provisions made by this committee
have rendered nugatory. In other words,
Dr. Ruffner has stated that the great
trouble about the selection of text-books
by central boards is ‘that those boards
were usually composed entirely of politi-
cal and of business: men; that their time
and talents were given to politics and to
business, ‘and to the professions relating
to their daily life, and not to the selection
of text-books to be 'used in the schools
throughout the State. 5

But I am frank to admit that that argu-
ment does not apply to the provisions of
this report as it formerly did. Heretofore
the board has been composed of gentlemen
who were in political office and who had
the duties of those offices to attend to,
which duties did not relate in any sense
to the necessity. for the examination of
text-books to be used in the schools and
to be recommended by them for that pur-
pose.

But now under the provision as contain-
ed in this report with-reference: to the
composition of. this Roard, we find that
the best educators in the State are placed
upon it, whose duty it will be to examine
into, and wao can intelligently pass upon
the text-books proposed by the various

‘| publishing companies in this country. But

I am frank to say that the same argu-
ment applying to the former Board will
apply to some extent to this. It is not
in the line of the duty of these gentle-
men, these college professors and officials,
to be examining primary books which will
be used in the public schools of this
State. They will in fact have to' go as
much out of their I-ne of duty to examine
‘these books as these other gentlemen, ex-
cept I must admit that the examination
of text-bookS is more in their line gener-
ally than in’the line of the officers who
have' heretofore composed this central
board.

*“Now. Mr. Chairman, I contend that if’
these local boards, which are ‘chosen for:
thel{ intelligence, and ‘for their stand-
ing In the several communities-and:coun-
ties of’this State, are as-capable of at-
tending to-their duties’ at® allzas :mem-
bers of the Board, if they are capable of
performing - the high functions which de-
volve upon them as’' members of the
school boards, certainly they, in connec-
tion with their county superintendent,
who should himself be an intelligent man
in: order ' to occupy:that: position in his
county, :should be able to make proper
selections.’and I haye no doubt.tney would
make prgper, selections of the books'in the
‘future as they have done in the past.”

“The gentleman from:  Bedford (Mr.
Brown) has'stated that the city educators
should have the right to control the se-

‘gentleman  from Bedford why he, coming
from the county: of Bedford, as he’does,.
‘males this* distinction’"between: a - city:
containing five  thousand people ‘and his
county:of Bedford, with'a very much'larg-
“er-population? T:fail to: understand how
‘he can.take'the position-that the‘educa-
‘tors in a'¢city df:five ;thpusnn_dx_inhahi_tan
o; f 1 population;aremore cap

¥ h

arge
electing the  text-books:for

é'capable of doing:for themselves.
ROWN

| not intend any such conclusion as. this-

Ja‘high’school,:
e regulations.

s right.

Vislon may answer. in a large majority of

lection of the books. I want to ask the |’

at |:

mean to take that position with refer=:
ence to his own: people. 1n fact, sir, T
‘am aware that mno: gentieman: {n -this;
‘body- guards! more carefully tne-inter=y
ests’ of ‘his people than does my friend.
Brown, and I.am aware that hedid:

from his position in this matter. 5
“'Mr.. Chairman, I say. this  exception’
in the case of counties containing more
\(han 30,0000 population ought to be
conceded -in _view of the statement L.
have madé of the condition of affairs:
in my county. Even the gentleman
from - Danyville- (Mr. “Withers)" has
agreed heretofore to make exceptions
in the case of counties of thirty thou-
sand, in his"efforts to cut down ex-
penses and offices. : :

Mr. WITHERS: May I interrupt-the
gentleman' from Norfolk county?

Mr. PORTLOCK: Ye, sir. SRS

~Mr. WITHERS: The gentleman from
Danville, though,: does not agree  to
the exception this time, and he comes
from 'a county with four thousand less
veople than Norfolk and six thousand
more white people than Norfolk.

Mr. PORTLOCK: Norfolk City?

Mr. WITHERS: ‘Norfolk county.

Mr. PORTLOCK: The gentleman
comes from' a city, as I understand it.

Mr. WITHERS; And he hopes that
that city will be included within a like
rule, providing that the State Board
of Education shall control its .text-
books. ¢ A

Mr. PORTLOCK: Mr. Chairman, the
gentleman did not wait to hear me
through. The gentleman from Danville
comes from a city very much smaller
than the county of Norfolk, and yet
the city -of Danville, under the plan
here, is to be allowed to select its own
text-books, and the county of Norfolk,
with a very much larger population,
is to be deprived of that privilege. It
is this very injustice of which I com-
plain. ‘I hope, Mr. Chairman and -gen-
tlemen, that the smaller counties will
concede -this, and I hope the cities, if
they have the privilege, will not un-
dertake to deny this same privilege'to
counties, at least of the. size of thirty
thousand or more. I feel that it 'is
important, Mr. Chairman and gentle-
men of the committee, that the same
provision should apply, for the reasons
I have stated, in my county. There we
cannot be subjected to tiie same pro-
vision which may apply to the entire
State at large. We cannot adopt the
same provision in the'case oi Norfolk
county that we apply to the smallest
counties in the State, because in that
county we are as‘'progressive in the
matter of public education and we are
as much up to date in that direction
as any community in - the = €ommon-
wealth. In view of the fact that we
have now, and are'to continue to have,
higher and graded schools, I think for
that. reason alone this committee
ought to see the propriety and the ab-
solute necessity of giving us different
provisions from those provided only
for tHe smallest counties In the Com-
monwealth.

Mr. CLAGGET B. JONES: I!should
like to say to the gentleman before he
takes his seat thdt I was not mistaken
in my supposition that there were a
number of counties in the State of Vir-
ginia that have more white population
than the county of Norfolk. I find that
Norfolk county has a white population
of 19,113 and a colored population of
31,600. Rockingham county has'a white
population of 30,853, Pittsylvania has
a white population of 25,605, and T
even find that Accomac county, in my
own Congressional district, has a larg-
er white population than the popula-
tion: of *Norfolk>¢dounty, and Pittsyl-
vania, h;is_:,a."._}';xrg‘ex} white population.-
There- are a- number of counties in the
State of Virginia which have a larger
white population than the county of
Norfolk, of which the gentleman
speaks as having the largest popula-
tion of any county in the State.

‘Now, my object in making that
statement was simply this: I have ob-
served upon this floor that when it is
to the interest of some gentleman to
eliminate the colored population they
are disposed to be rid of it, but when
it is to the interest of those gentiemén
to~count the colored population. they
speak of their counties as having the
population which they represent. Now,
I think that they ought not to blow
both hot and cold. Either they ought
to eliminate them or they ought to
count them all the time. z

Mr. PORTLOCK: In the first place,
I. will state that T am very much ob-
liged to the gentleman for the statis-
tics on this matter, but I should like
to ask the gentleman if, in counting
his population for any purpose, busi-
ness, legal or otherwise, he has ever
eliminated the negro population.

Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: No, sir;
but I understood the gentleman to do
that himself '‘the other day when he
was discussing the election of school
superintendents by popular vote.

Mr. BROWN: Mr. Chairman, I under-
stand the gentleman from Norfolk coun-
ty has offered an amendment providing
that'this matter of text-books and school
appliances shall be left in the hands of
the county authorities. Am I correct in
e PORTLOC '

T. IC: In counti 2
than 30,000 population. gssof more

Mr. BROWN:.L do not intend to detain
the Convention. I have in my hand a
verbatim statement, which I have just
taken down. from the secretary of the
Board of Education in this State, dealing:
‘with one firm and. with one transaction.
for the sale of a certain class ¢f school
appliances: and 1 think it is proper at
this point to lay this' information before
the Convention. I will read this, as itis a
verbatim statement from Mr. Brent: -

. “R. O. Evans and Company organized a
scheme in (Chicago for making charts
-which they sold for $37.50, said by compe-
tent juages to cost about $4. Their plan
was to have an army of agents overrun
the State; get warrants for money and
then discount their warrants and leave
the State. The Superintendent of South
Carolina, in his report, exposed them: and
showed. how this one firm had swindled
the State of South Carolina of $20,000. In
the fall of 1898 they organized for work
in Virginia; had an agent who went to
Franklin county and atiempted to bribe
a trustee; was promptly arrested and by
_false pretenses secured bail in $5002 This
is a matter or record. He fled the State;
forfeited his -bail and was never _seen.
On faith of these facts and information
both official and private the Department
of I -ucation of this State issued circu-
larsof warning against this anua other simi:
lar companies to all the superintendents
and trustees in the State, warning them
against buying such:charts. In spite of
these publications this-company continued
to try to do business in this State, em-
ploying two agents right in Richmond.
They were discovered at work in the
county of Henrico, attempting to do busi-
ness by questionable means.” Summary
methods were resorted to to drive ‘them
out:of this State, hoth by publications in
the press and by official circulars of the
Board.''- 4 S et Sl 52
A letter w
sponege to their complzint of
Education I have here: " -
2 Z 2 pril 12th, 1900.

(=}

ritten to them in 1530 in re-
‘the Board of
“.‘X 2 ¥

_ply-but: for the fact that for the past
sten-days I have be¢en confined to my room
r-engrossed ‘with official ‘busi- |
ould‘not be postponed.. T did

hat ¢
Fﬂgﬁ@:‘(}hgt'}the ‘State Board'of
- n

‘that ‘a properly

‘sweeplng: denunclation’ of your:
‘and your agents in the last rep

: . DE LSVt ‘erintendent McMalan, of South Carolin

I e s edford count: d ‘cartaint mte oy e A :
Lnave Scen : ] v justifled® me- in saying what ) &
citizens, that the “gentleman did - “dia to,:Mr.:!'Friend:'}z\xd{ l‘ivnmxslﬁ'é that &

‘company’ that rests under the syweeping
denunciation of State S
“Mahan for having swindled the people of
that State 6ut of twenty thousand “dol-
‘lars. ought mot expect to do business in
Virginia: till' the charge is deprived be-

vond the peradventure:of & doubt. I gave

Mr. Friend z oopy. of the report of the
South  Carolina « Superintendent. If" you

have ‘not ‘seen it, I -would ‘advise you to

get a copy and read it. ‘I have no desire

to do you an‘ injustice, and ff you can
show. me that I have done you any wrong

I shall be swift to repair the damage..

But before I can consent to believe that
I am doing wrong in using my influence to

keep your.company. out of this State you.

must disprove what the State Superin-
tendent of South Carolina has said in his
printed report about you, and you must
prove it in court. I might make mention
of the attempt of your agents to secure
--e adoption of ‘a certain Robertson’s
Historical Chart by the State Board of
Education of Virginia last January one
vear ago, when I was corfined to my home
by serious indisposition. and when I re-
turned to the oftice and assured the agent
that I had serious charges against your
company, he said the chart did not belong
to you. but to the maker of it, who lived
in West Virginia. I then and there told
him what I thought of your company and
wnat we knew of yvour agents or men who
had been operating unlawfully with your

goods in the State. and he did not attempt.

to defend or justify these transactions,
but finding that he could not do any busi-
ness in the State without rumning the
risk of exposure and prosecution. he left
and has never shown himself to us since.
I am sure that upon this very imperfect
statement of all the facts in my posses-
sion, you will not think me unreasonably
diligent in Keeping your company from
doing business .with the public schools of
Virginia. I may add that this Robertson
Chart, for which your agents were going
to charge $37.50, is, in my opinion and in
the opinion of some of the best teachers,
-totally unfit for the public schools of the
State and not worth one-third of the
money you were going to charge for it.
In other words. to have turned your
agents loose in this State with permission
to sell. this chart to our country schools
would have been equivalent to giving you
permission to loot the scuool fund in every
district where the trustees could have
been induced to buy this showy, but
worthless piece of school furniture.
“I am very truly yours. y
o Frank P. Brent.”

To this “they replied they denied that
the men were their agents.””

It is from practices such as these that
your committee ask you to protect the
people of this State, and they simply ask.
in relation to cities, that the Board of
Education shall have some general super-
vision, by rules and regulations, (as to
what class of people shall operate in this
State in respect to school matters.

Mr. KEEZELL: Mr. Chairman. I do
not propose to make a speech upon_t_hls
question. but in reply to the proposition
of the gentleman from Norfolk county_[
want to say that I represent upon this
floor a county of more than 30,000 _Whlte
people. and I do not want the selection of
the school books put in the hands of the
local authorities in that county.

T am one of the school board in that
county. and I want it ‘distinctly under-
stood that so far as my associates upon
that schol board are concerned they are
high-toned gentlemen. men of affairs, men
wno have at heart the best interests of
the schools, but they, like myself, are
not experts in. modern educational
methods, and for that reason are not the
best persons to select up-to-date vboo}:s
and appliances for our modern schools.

Mr. QUARLES: Will the gentleman
permit me? Have you good teachers in
rour county?

}%lllr. cKEEZBLL: We have good teachers
in our county.

Mr. QUARLES: Could your board ap-
point a committee of teachers who would
be capable of examining and selecting
school books? 3

Mr. KEEZELL: I prefer that a properly
constituted board, where we have the ex-
perience of the best educators of this
State, shall do it rather than that the
teachers in the counties shall do it.

‘Although the board of trustees of the
county does consist of men who are men
of affairs and men who have the best in-
terests of the schools at heart. they are
not experts along the line of text-books.
Most of them are—

Mr. QUARLES: Dr.
they are experts and the
selecting books. :

Mr. KEEZELL: I have a right to
my opinion as well as the gentlemz}n
from Augusta has to his, and if he will
let me go on without inteljruption tjnr
a few moments longer I will give him
the reasons for my opinion.

Mr. GARNETT: If the gentleman
will yield, I want to say, in reply to
what the gentleman from Augusta }_w.s
said, that Dr. Ruffner was speaking
of the Board of Education as then
constituted; but he says if there is a
board of experts or of gentlemen who
are experts are upon the board—

Mr. W. A. ANDERSON: I make the
point of order that the geptlema.n from
Rockingham has the floor. I would
not do that, but interruptions interfere
very much with the discussion. I
make the point with the greatest kind-
ness to my friend from Mathews. f.

Mr. GARNETT: I want to say, in
defense that I asked the permission of
the gentleman from Rockland ‘to reply
to the question of the gentleman from
Augusta. 2

Alr. W. A. ANDERSON: I think it is
very unfortunate to have these inter-
ruptions. f

Mr. KEEZELL: I prefer Very
to proceed. X

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair thinks
jt is better to go along properly, with
some regard ‘to Dparliamen:iary rules.
When a gentleman wants even to ask
a question of another, he ought to ad-
dress the Chair, and let the Chair in-
quire whether the zentleman having
the floor yields.

Mr. GARNETT: I desire to say:that
I have fallen into the common action
of gentlemen of the Convention gen-
erally  in asking the speaker to allow
me to interrupt him, and with no de-
sira on my part not to follaw the par-
liamentary rules. §

The CHAIRMAN: The Chair is
aware of that fact. The Chair did not
intend to reflect upon the gentleman
from Mathews at-all, but thinks that
it is best to proceed in the way indi-
cated. Then there will be no further
trouble. -

Mr. KEEZELL: I know that the
board in my county will measure up in
intellicence and in interest in the pub-
lic schools with the board of any other
county in this State. Our public school
system nieasures up to that of any
other county. We have in our county
more than twenty graded schools, and
in many of those schools young men
arg,prepared to take a course at col-
lege in two years, and yet I believe
constituted State
Board of Education is the best board
to select the text-books and the ap-
vliances to:be used in those schools.

Mr. Chairman, I do not want to have
a lot of book agent perambulating
around' the county of Rockingham and
using their devious methods in under-
taking to: corrupt the school trustees

Ruffner says that
best experts for

much

‘and to get into the schools of that

county. their particular text-books. If,

‘as has been suggested upon this tloor,

this is done, and I am not prepared to

“R. O.-Bwvans-& Company;: : ;

il esis fiChicago, Illinols. - ‘deny that it is attempted, T prefer to
$Dear’Sirs: =i i e o o prelieve the good people of Rockingham
“+ “Your letter of the 2nd instant'was duly | as far as possible’ from those influ-
frecefved £ bar e Se ias e S e Uericesii i B Su i e FaEe
- [ should have sent you an earlier re- | T will give youan musu-gt{oni—amx',g"

‘the line pointed out by some gentle-"
man in. his remarks, about' the pro-

priety of having one book ick
out flaws in the books of a rival: con-
cern.” We have'had a little expetience
in ‘Rockingham ‘along ‘that very lne.

e |'posed by this concern.

uperintendent Mc-

'} a proposition to adopt the book Pro=
Koy T . Such a Protess
.came up from the patrons of ;.
| schools of the county that the superin.
tendent reconvened the board, and o
| 2 full meeting, after careful consife <
‘tlon, " it  reconsidered Its action s
‘adopting this particular book, whics.
had been adopted, as it was sunpﬂq‘,‘,;‘
after a4 great many flaws had heo.
found in the other book.
" The result of this action was tp
‘the county of Rockingham wag
volved in a law suit. The repre;;.mr“
tives'of the concern, acting under .
law passed by the General Assemp
of Virginia, which prohibited a v-'n'nv)wy
in text-books oftener than once in fo..
years, brought a suif to enforce ¢}
contract which they claimed they -,:.";.
with the school authorities m";-,,,‘.",‘
ingham to put tReir serics of zagwr,.
phies into the schools. e
The result of it was that the Sohen
Board had to defend a suit in the Cip.
cuit Court of that county, a suir, how.
ever. which Judge Letcher deci z
vorably to the school authoritics yng,
the ground that the text-books pat
not passed into the hands of the p.,.
trons, and, therefore, the School B,
had a right to reconsider its action
appeal was taken from his decision
the Court of Appeals of Virginia
there the decision of Judge [ot

been

at

Td-

was affirmed by the Court of ;\[.p;:a[;
That is one of the diteultic ...
comes from picking flaws in books by

rival concerns, and there is no
of question but that, after a carery
and full examination. one mus: cop.
clude that the geographles whic} -
then used and are now used in |
ingham are better than the one y
taken to be forced upon those
authorities.

I want to leave this matter in tha
hands 6f a State Board. I do not want
to have temptations brought befora
the school trustees. who. from
very fact that they are not ex
along that line, are often influ
I do not mean improperiy—by thess
shrewd, sharp fellows who go around
making that their business to (o
things they ought not to do.

I do not see any reason for 1
an exception in faver of citi
lieve cities should be put upon t
same plane as counties. [ can see p
reason why we should go to work h
and pick out a board of exn
board which all of us are willing
concede are men who ought to
trained in literary affairs and in
affairs, and then deny to the cit
of the advantages of the superv
that board.-I think it would be m
a diserimination against cities and
favor of the countes. I think we ought
to allow the board to have the s
sort of supervisory influence in
ing the best and most modern ap
ances for use in the city schools t
we gve them as to the county schools
. T can see no logic whatever in all L
school board in a city any more |
in the selectior of these books than
a school board in the county. [ do n
know so much about the character o
school boards in cities, but I take it ther
are made up very much as the s
boards in the eounties are, of bu
men. of men who are not experts al
educational lines, gooG. honest men w
want to do right, to do their besrt, but
who are lacking in expert knowledge in
matters concerning the schools.

I hope that the report of the committes
in substance—I am not wedded to the lan-
guage of the committee’s report—wi
adopted, and that we will not make
exception in favor of the counties conta
ing more than 30,000 or any other numb
of population, nor in faver of the 4
schools, but leave the whole matter ir
hands of this board to be controlled :
regulated by a proper regulation of t
board. I should not object to, and I int
to vote for, the amendment of the gentl
man from Richmond city (Mr. Gor
because I think that leaves the whoii
matter in the hands of the State Board.
I think it is probably plainer and mors
direct than the recommendation of
committee, and in no wise confliets v t

Mr. McILWAINE: Mr. Chairman, the
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matter of granting this privilege to cities
has been one of the most prominent be-
fore the committee during the entire ses-
sion. The very morning of the day when

e
tt

wo

the committees were announced I me
educators of this city who impress
me most earnestly the desirability of cities
in the Commonwealth having the privilege
which is granted them in this report, and
so far as I have heard from the cities
there has been but one opinion on the
subject.

Now, it was the intention of the com-
mittee, I am sure, to grant this priviiege
to the cities without any impediment at
all.and I do not think it was ever dreamed
that the words which are objeeted to here.
at the close of sub-section 4, ‘‘subject to
such rules and regulations as the Stat
Board shall prescribe,~ would interf
with the cities at all. £t was not thoug
that there would be any primary in
ference on the part of the Board of Ed
cation in any event, but that this woult
furnish that supervision of the board
which in certain cases, as has been showz
on the floor this morning, might be |
great importance and if immense Vil
That was the opinion which the commit-
tee reld.

Now, another point was that in |
ence with the city boaras of the dif
cities of the Commonwealth the
Board would find out what books
wanted, and generally they would h
the same books in the different citi
the Commonwealth, and they could m:
contracts for them and get them at
muech cheaper rate, and thus save a
poor people in the cities a very
amount of money. A

There is one suggestion that
curred to me to-day which seems to be v
some value (I believe that some gent
on the other side suggested it) and
is that wherever a ecity board has U
duced a book which i§ hostile in its teac
ings to the welfare of the State, the S
Board shall have authority to
that book. I will give you an illustr

Mr. GLASS: Would it not have autad’
ity to do that under the commitiess
port?

Mr. McILWAINE:
for the committee’s Teport, Sir, as
I can. Listen to me. (Laughter). 3

Mr. GLASS: I will say that [ was 09
alone in the belief over here that you wert

not. :
Mr. McILWAINE: I am arguing for B
committee’s report as hard as I cin. 1
Mr. MEREDITH: May I interrupt tit
gentleman to ask him a question-
Mr. McILWAINE: Yes, sir. :
Mr. MEREDITH: I want to understar
whether, by the language of the fOUIT
sub-section. you intend@ to allow tae €07
school boards to make the selection of 5
books for themselves? .
Mr. McILWAINE: Subject to such’
and regulations as may be adopted.
was the idea.

n confer-
rent

I am now arguinz

ard a¥

Mr. MEREDITH: What I want ©@ ,;":

at is as to the extent of that langu
Mr. McILWAINE: They are to do it
Mr. MEREDITEH: They are to have ¢
power to select?
Mr. MoELIWAINE: Yes, sir. e
. Mr. MEREDITH: Then I shall have ¢
vote against the committee’s report in U=
particular. N SO
Mr. McILWAINE: That was the 1-)!"' ;
the committee unquestionably, subjetw
however, to.these rules and regulation
T was going to give an fllustration &=
how it might be necessary in some cases
for the State Board to intervene and t0
say that such and such a book -“'h”“"
not be taught in the schools. Gentemer
will recollect that some three or xnm‘l‘;
five: years ago there were introduced U
some means. I do not know what, Som%
histories into the State schools that %o~
found, on investigation, to be very OHTH
sive. It might nappen sometimes tk T
city board might be composed of ipdivictt
als who were hostile In sentiment to “70
“people of this State in reference

Lo o

tain: transactlons about the war. and !Q‘_’.-‘l
‘might introduce certain books that wou
malign the ancestors of the children W&/
attend the schools, and they might il
they. were 'doing right. There ars LAk
_citfes in this State where that might DI
“sibly occur; certainly one city. I any
such thing ever did occur, the State Bosre
of Education would have the q.gm togcome
in and expel such a book. It has i “"“ir
visory power which i one, I think. ST
ofreal value. When I first looked at l-\ ‘

‘I aia not think there was muck in it A0

‘to its offering any fm snt, L do not
Balieve it will aver do that at ail

e l!::'-lﬂl‘th& Ium squbjegt to suc
and: rewul stfan:“;a.s“‘:th‘gﬁs‘::a:)suud
Ll e




