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CURRENCY REFORM
Secretary Gage on This Subject
Before New York Bankers

NPROVEMENTS SUBGESTED

lction Uréed on Line of Secretary's
Report to Congress. -

WEARNESS O OUR BANIU SYSTIEM.

1t is in the Ixolantion aund Entire
separateness of the Banks Over the
Country—A Bank is an anil{utlon
1o Swap Itg Credit for the Credit of

Other Menthers of the Community—

Importance of Credit,

NEW YORK, December 19.—Secretary

ol the Treasury Lyman J. Gage was the
guest of honor and the principal speaker
the annual banquet of Group Eight
the New York State Bankers' Asso-
wtion, held to-night at the Waldorf-

storia. Nearly 300 members of the asso-
ition and their guests were present.
ge F. Baker, president of the First
onal Bank, acted as toastmaster.
Gage, the speakers
Thomas B. Reed. the
v. Dr. Donald Sage Clay, Judge Henry
and Amos Parker "Wilder. The
which they responded were, re-
i “Business and Legislation,”
e Corporate Conscience and the Men
Help to Make It,” *Lawyers and
“inanciers,” and *“The West and the

ney Power."

Besides Secretary

were ex-Speaker

Howland,

It was 10 o'clock when Mr. Gage arose
to >;-_‘.;Lk. and he was heartily greeted by
the diners.

MR,
ecretary

GAGE'S REMARKS.
Gage said .in part:
ange anomaly that while, in nearly
» other department of life, improve-
nt is the indispensable rule, in the
at field of banking, finance, and ex-
inge we g0 on with an indifferent re-
d to the handicap imposed by defec-
> methods, and dismiss with little con-
ation suggestions which, if adopted,
X d advance society and business af-
Zairs in the great economic field of in-
:lry and exchange. The evidences of
rovement in all other departments of

Are manifest on every hand. Old
machinery is thrown away.

In my late report to Congress,”
Gage continued, I took occasion tol call
ion to the subject of bankirg and
cy. to point out what I believe
Adrfw:ts in both, and to suggest
some improvements in each which 1 be-
lieve are absolutely necessary in order
w put us into safe and strong competi-,
tive relations with those better equipned
than we are in that system of machinery
by which credit is made as useful as
capital, and by which the products of
human industry.arve exchanged 'for each-
< «r. I mang to excite jin your minds

interest in the great subject.

FUNCTION OF A BANK.

“In the report referred to, attention was
called to what I consider the fundamental
weakness of our banking system in the
ted States. There was explained the
nction the bank performs as an inter-
liary through which credit is made
ilable to the uses of production and
. and thus give a power scarczly
great than the power of capital it-

An effort was made to show, in
- _words of a very clear writer upon ihe
ject of banking, that the bank is an
itution to ‘swap’ its credit for the
of other members of the com-
munity, which, except for the office of
the bank, would be non-available for the

es of life, and, in passing this point,
¢t me Trepeat a suggestion made a day

- two since by a gentleman who said

» nomenclature of the street ought to

el = ‘We read all the time,” he

the rates for money. To-day
v is quoted at 2 per cent, to-morrow
and next day 6; to be followed per-
ps by a rate as high as 10 or 12; and
ple become alarmed about the scarcity
money, as inaicated by these high
when substantially there has been
nge in the volume of money, either
hands of the pecple or remaining
ihe contirol of the banks. What
10 be quoted is mot money, but
. What is the price of credit, staied
terms of interest? 1t is credit
getting difficuit, not actual money
1that is becoming scarce.’
S OF GUR SYSTEM.
s of our banking system
the isolation and entire separateness
banks over the country. When
d of distrust or doubt comes over
ind. there is a seeking of personal
-, through that general instinct of
-:servation which drives men in a
>d mass over each other at the
v of ‘fire’ in a theatre. I ventured to

zest a system of coalition betwe2n
vidual members of the banking com-
thirough the country into one cen-
tution, with convenient branches
the larger cities, in which all banks
uld be related or interested, accord-

10 their individual relative import-
e and which in a certain sense should
resent to the banking interests of the
couniry what the Federal Government
mresents in our political system.

“Great prejudice exists, I know, against
} sregzation of great wealth in the
of a few men. Happily it is the
of nature that larger gains and better
intage can be secured to aggregated
h by serving faithfully the common
interests, than by exploiting the com-
ity through a system of theft and
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Secretary urged that there be a re-
rm of the currency system of the na-
tlon along the lines outlined in his ve-
ort to Congress, and declared that no
+ime was more favorable than the present

r a judicious revision of the laws. He
@ of the reduction of the interest
rze on the national debt, and com-
b ng upon this, said:

“The currency under the control of
ihe government is larger than at any
previous time in its history, so large in-
deed as to cause anxiety in your minds
und in the minds of those more imme-
diately responsible for 'government
finances, The financial strength of the
zovernment is now unsurpassed. Other
nations, struggling with debt, or fnvolved
in the enormous expenditures inciden:al
10 actual war or 4he maintenance of great
vrmies, look with envious eyes upon the
happy condition of this people. But times
ge, events succeed events, and the
vrightness of the sun to-day is often ob-
scured by the clouds that arise to-mor-
row. In periods of strength and pros-
perity, it is the part of wisdom to make
provision against possible future periods
of stress and strain.’”

1
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CITY HALL FORCE RE-ELECTED.

s
Applications for Bell *Phoncs—Elec-
tion of M=aj. Allen, Cost $850.
The Grounds ands Bulldings Committee
of 1he Council last night referred requests
from various city departments for Bell

'nhones to a sub-committee. =
The following City Hall employees

were re-elected for a period of two years; i

- : 4 T

‘dition of Unlted States Senator: William

A.C. Calder and'J. T\ Disney, engineors::
T. D. Farmer and T\ T. Richardson, fire-
men; C. C. Mettert, J. A/ Thomas, and

Wright, W. R. Cavedo, J. A, Frith,
C. Haake, James Hgman. AL T \'0'150!1:
nell, and Thomas Bahen, janitors;iN. A.
McGiflin and. Adam Krause,” watchmen.

The Council Committee on Elections
met vesterday and ordered the bills for
the clection on December 3d, amounting
to about 380, to be paid.

HEAD-ON COLLISION :
OF LIMITED TRAIN.

Fireman, Baggageman, and Menrscens

ger Killed-—Four Italinng In-
Jured—Both Engines De-

molished.

SAN LUCAS, ‘CAL., Decemner 19.—The
north- and south-bound Southern: Pacifia
Sunset Limited trains came together in
head-on collision at Uplands at 1:05 this
mornping, and 1wo men, the fireman and
the baggageman, were killed. Four Ital-
jans, who were in the smoking-car of
the north-bound train, were bruised and
scalded, but not fatally. Both engines
were demolished, and the bagsgage,
smoking, and chair cars on the north-
bound train were burned. None of the
cars on the south-bound train were in-
jured, and none of the passengers were
hurt. :

The kiiled are:

Fireman Gerber.

Baggageman Garland.

1t is stated that the cause. of the acci-
dent was the failure of the south-bound
train to wait at a siding at Uplands.
Instead of waiting, the train went past
the siding at .the rate.of thirty miles an
kour. Half a mile beyond the siding it
crashed into the north-bound train from
Los Angeles, which was going at an
equal rate of speed. Just as the crash
came both engine crews jumped for their
lives. All escaped but Fireman Gerber,
of the north-bound engine, who was
crushed to death. Sprd

BOTH ENGINES WRECKED.

Both engines were completely wrecked,
and the baggage-car piled on top of the
engine. The smoking-car of the. north-.
bound train, in which were half a dozen
Jtalian laborers, was also smashed, and
four of the Italians were badly bruised
and scalded by escaping steam. = None
of them are believed to be fatally hurt.

In the chalr-car were a number of first-
class passengers. Sheriff Pease. of Mon-
terey, and a man named Kelshaw, of
San Luis Obispo, were bruised, but not
seriously.

TImmediately after the collision the bag-
gage-car of the north-bound train caught
fire, and Baggageman Garland, who was
crushed in the wreck, was hurned with
his car. The chair-car was also burned.
but all the passengers had managed to
get out in safety.

The first reports of the wreck were
greatly exaggerated. There is no tele-
graph station at Uplands, and messages
have to be sent from San Ardo. four
miles away. Wrecking crews and sur-
geons were sent from Salinas and San
T.uis Obispo. The track is completely
blocked. but a temporary track is being
built around the wreck, and traffic will
be resumed to-day.

INTENSE EXCITEMENT.

There . was intense excitement among
the passengers of both trains when the
collision occurred. Both trains were
heavily laden with passengers, many. of
whom were asleep. Many of them rushed
out into the night air without waiting
to dress, while others went to the assist-
ance of the train crewawho were engaged
in getting out the %aliuns from the
smoking-car.. . AR el ¢

The passengers are waiting, at San
Taucas, and will probably- resume theic
journky to-day. The injured will be
taken to Salinas. : %

Taater.—It is learned that Express ‘Mes-
senger A. Phelps was also killed in the
collision. Among the injured are John"
Jordan, of Rochester, N. Y., bruised on
the head; George Meeker, of Bradford,
S. D.. slightly cut on the wrist; A. S.

(

Wakedeld. of Hiram, O., hand cut;
Charles Wasson, of Tranaquilit. O..
shaken up; Mrs.” Gertrude Stewart, of 4

Belier, Col.. bruised over the eye, and
neck sprained.

PAN-AMERICAN RECIPROCITY.

Committee Report Agreed on—Pro-
posed Customs Congress.

MEXICO CITY, December 19.—The
Committee on Commerce and Recipro-
city, of the Pan-American Congress, has
agreed substantially on their Teport,
which has been prepared’ by Pablo Ma-
cedo, of the Mexican delegation.

On the subject of reciprocity the com-
mittee lavs special stress on the eco-
nomic statements of the different gOV-
ernments, as based upon their necessl-
ties, and recognizes that many of the
American republics - are now, through
the growing development of their do-
mestic industries, tending more to util-
jzing their own natural products.

Special attention is given to tommer-
cial reciprocity among. the republics of
the American Continent, and the opinion
is expressed that a careful and tranquil
investigation by the different govern-
ments will demonstrate that they can
make mutual concessions which. with
the reciprocal advantages derived from
traffic among themsetlves. will stimulate
the improvement of their natural pro-
duets and of their mational industries to
the point of compensation for any pecu-
niary sacrificess that the beginning may
seem to impose. The advantages cited are
freedom of exchange, the benefits to be
enjoyed through the reciprocity agree-
ments which exist among the five re-
publics of Central America, in that the
advantages which may be conceded may
be stable and in a permanent way facili-
tate international.traffic.

The committee, among its resolutions,
recommends that a customs congress Dbe
held in New York within a year, and
that this congress shall consider rules
for the entrance and discharge of car-
goes, the entrance and clearance of ves-
sels, etc.

The committee also includes in its re-
commendations that the customs con-
gress give attention to the adoption and
enforcement. of a common commercial
nomenclature. This proposition was pre-
sented by W. L. Buchanan, of the United
States delegation.

- —

SAMPSON’S CONDITION UNCHANGED.

No Feeling of Immediate Alarm, It
- is Stated.
WASHINGTON, D. C., December 19.—
A representative of the Associated Press
visited Admiral Sampson’s residence to-
day, and the statement was made  to-
him that the Admiral’s condition remains
unchanged. It was emphaticdlly denied
that his illness is such as to give rise 10
any feeling of immediate alarm. He
is not confined to his bed, but moves
around the house at will Last evening,
he occupied his accustomed place at the
family dinner table. .

Charged With Riamond Robbery.

MIDDLETOWN, N. Y., December 19.—
Peter Jones, who is believed by the po-
lice to be Alfred Hastings, wanted “in
Savannah, Ga.;
robbery, is under ‘arrest here. He is
charged with having attempted to secret
a diamond at which he was looking in a
jewelry store. He 'was .compglleqt to
give it up, at the point of a revolver.

Sewell's Condlition Critical.
CAMDEN, N. J., December 19.—The con-

ht Is critical. He had a
ILHAS CCT ; = Hi

JAL T. Giovanetti, elevator men; 8. J. B. |

charged with a diamond |

Over M e Wl et Lt
) DIVIOEND OF 1 PER CENT,

Blame for Decline fPl"éce_d on'Shflhi(ageﬂ
in Foreign Consumption. o

————

STOCK'S MOVEMENT REMARICABLE.

Gain Made Wednesday First Wiped:
Out—Then There s a Rapid Rise to
“g91-2," and an Equally Rapid Re-
action to 64 1-2—There is Another
Slump Just ‘nelf.o_re the Close, and

the Last Sale is at 65 7-8.

—

NEW. YORK, December 19.—Amlga~
mated Copper claimed and held interest
over. all the list in the Street to-day, and
went through a rapid series of bewildevr-
ing fluctuations. After the erratic market
had closed, the directors of Amalga-
mated iCopper met, declared a dividend
of 1 per cent., and issued a statement
placing the blame of declines: upon
shrinkage in foreign consumption. It was
stated that Amalgamated was forced to
bear the largest loss in the effort to
maintain prices. The ;statement placed
the falling off in exports at 65,000 ton;,
and said that during the last-month the
United Metals Selling Company. had. sold
over 100,000,000 pounds for future delive-
ry. Large blocks of the stock were un-
loaded in_\mediately after business began
on the Exchange, and about half ang
hour after the openin'g the gain of 3
points made yesterday was wiped out.
Transactions then became, very mode-
irate. Efforts of shorts to cover,: assisted
by what appeared to be adroit manipula-~
tion, ran the stock up to 66, or a parity
with vesterday’s -close. The stock backed
and filled over a2 range of a point, until
well into the afternoon.

TRADING BXCITED.

The trading became excited in the last
half hour of business, and blocks of from
1,000 to 3,000 shares changed_hands fre-
quently, on a rapid rise to 69%. An equal-
1y rapid Teaction followed to 641%, changes
of a point being made between sales,
but the buying soon overcame the declin-
ing tendency, and the price bounded up
again to 67%. There was another slump
just before the close, and the last ‘sale
was at 657%%.

The. general . movement of the stock
throughout the day was of an exceptional

character, and- its dominance of the
trading ¥ represented In transactions
of’ 222,800, “of a total for all stocks of

476,000 shares.
MEETING OF DIRECTORS.

The meeting of the directorate, at
which . the reduced  dividend was de-
clared, and the statement in behalf cf the
company made public, commencedsas the
market was closing, and was attended
by William Rockefeller, H. H. Rogers,
James Stillman, Anson R. Flower, and
William G. Rockefeller. No announce=
ment was made for an hour, and when
a clerk appeared at the office door with
an arm full of typewritten statements,
he was instantly thé centre of a sensa-
tional rush. Half of the statements
were torn as the clerk attempted to dis-
tribute them among the crowd of mes-
sengers, financial bureau men, and re-
porters. Announcement was made that
the dividend was 1 per cent., compared
with 11-2 declared in September.

SENATOR J. W, DANIEL
CONTINUES TO IMPROVE.

Physicians, However, Advise Him
Not to Take Up Any Work for

the l"resent..

LYNCHBURG, VA., December 19.—
(Special.)—Senator Daniel. continues 1o
improve steadily, though his physicians
advice him not to take up any work for
the present. 3

It is thought that in a month, or per-
haps a little more, he will be able to re-
sume his public duties.. He is frequenlly
on the streeets d’f‘lving or walking in good
weather.

Edward and John Kirby, the two In-
diana men arrested a few days ago on
the charge of buncoing farmers, were
examined by a Magistrate at Rustburg,
Campbell county.

They were fined: §10 each and given iif-

teen days in jail for conducting a lot-
tery. A fine of $25 each and ninety days
in jail was alsqo imposed for petty lar-
ceny. John Kirby was fined §20 ‘or
carrying concealed weapons.
. James Tucker, the colored driver of the
wagon which ran over and killed Mr.
William H. Jones last week, had a hear-
ing before the Mayor this morning.

The charge of murder was dismissed,
and a fine of $ for fast driving was im-
posed. . & 55 :

Owing to many complaints by mez-
chants of losses by shoplifters the Polico
Department has appointed private dete:-
tives'to watch the stores. :

Mr. Creed T. Wills, a young druggist,
died last night of pneumonia; aged 28.

——— 2 :

MUSICIANS CAUSE ERICTION
~ BETWEEN CHURCHES.

Opinion Divided as to the Contro-

_\-éruy Between W. 0. WVilkinson -

and Frederlck Hoﬂm un. :

NEW YORK, December 19.—(Special.)—
A war of opinion and words is- being

1t lins nd Hols st

‘| probably’ regret it.

| daalivery to-morrow, Captain ‘Lemly and

‘| admiral of thenavy, and authorizing the

“that ‘the
wash: “dishes,

him': scrub,

recover his trunk, which f

refused to let him remove
. On the other hand, Mr. Wi i
nies that he mistreated” Hoffman,  anc

ad:

claims he was a benefactor to him, but »

‘that his kindness was not appreciated.

_The ' fact still remains, however, thati]:
‘the two churches on opposite sides of the’

street hold - opposite
‘matter. . ;
"Whgn seen to-day, Wilkinson said

‘views : about’ ‘the

The young violinist, according to Wilkin-
‘son, had made a-bad mistake, and would
Future proceedings’
will be:dropped. &
James Q. Stift Wenker.
'WARSAW, VA December 19.— (Spe-
cial.)—The condition of James Q. Stiff is
practically the same as last night; if
anything, however, he is weaker, though
he has taken some little nourishment to-
day. g > :

SAMPSON'S PROTEST
TO BE FILED TO-DAY

Nnval Department’s Answer to
Schley Nearly Ready—Bill to
Promote Sch!ef, Sampion,

“and ‘Olgrk. Z :

NEW YORK, December 19.—The. pro-
test in behalf of Rear-Admiral Sampson
against the minority finding: of ‘Admiral
Dewey, president of the Schley: court of
inquiry, will not be filed with the Navy
Department at Washington to-day, but
will be forwarded to-morrow. Stayton &
Thompson, attorneys for Admiral Samp-
son, have been given-until 10 o’clocki to-
morrow morning to file their brief, and
_the document will not leave New York
until. to-night. o RS
GROUND OF SAMPSON’S OBJECTION.

WASHINGTON, December = 19.—Mr.
Theall, acting for Mr. Stayton, counsel
for Rear-Admiral W. T. Sampson, to-day
called at the Navy Department, to. see
Judge-Advocate-General Lemly. - Mr.
Theall stated that the objections ‘to
the findings of Admiral Dewey will not
be filed with -Secretary Long until to-
morrow morning. In brief, the statement
will object to Admiral Dewey’s finding
that Admiral Schley.-was in’absolute com-
mand at the battle of Santiago Bay, on
the ground that testimony touching this
point was not admitted during the ses-
sions of the court.

REPLY TO SCHLEY. = .

WASHINGTON, December  1%. — The
Navy Department has not yet prepared
jts answer to the bill of objections filed.
by counsel for Admiral Schley, but it is
so far advanced that it will be ready for

Solicitor Hanna having given a good part
of the- day to the work.. The -following
letter to-day was addressed-to Admiral
Schley: : Tiea %
“Navy. Department,
~—Qffice ol ‘the  Sgcretary, -~ =
“‘Decémber 19, ‘1901
“Pear Sir,—The department has re-
ceived your communication of the 1Sth
instant, wherein you request that if a
protest ‘is fied by Rear-Admiral W. 1.
Sampson, relative to the question of com-
mand of the American naval forces dur-
ing the battle of Santiago, and credit for
the victory won in that battle, you be
accorded an opportunity - to present
through vour counsel argument against
such protest. >
“In reply, you are informed ‘that whan
such protest is recelved, you will be ad-
vised of the department’'s conclusion.
“Yours respectfully,
“JOHN D. LONG,
Secretary.
“To Rear-Admiral W. S. Schley.” -
—_—————
VICE-ADMIRALSHIP FOR SCHLEY.

Also for Sampson and Clark—A Con-
-cilintory Move.
WASHINGTON, December 19.—Repre-
sentative Pearre, of Maryland, to-day in-
troduced a bill reviving the grade of vice-

appointment of William T. Sampson, ‘Win-
field Scott Schley, and Charles E. Clark

to that grade.

As Mr. Pearre represents the district|

from which Admiral Schley comes, and
has been an active adherent of the
Admiral's, the proposition to unite Ad-
mirals Sampson and Schley, and Captain
Clark, of the.Oregon, in advancement to
the rank of vice-admiral, is regarded. as
a conciliatory step. AT

A Dbill was introduced in the Senate to-
day, by Mr. Penrose, reviving the grade
of vice-admiral of -the navy, and pro-
moting Admirals Sampson and Schley and
Captain Clark to that rank.

IMPORTANT PHILIPPINE BILL.

Measure for n Compléte Civil/Gov-
ernment Begin Drafted.
WASHINGTON, D. C., December 19.—
Secretary Root and Representative Coop-
er, of Wisconsin, 'chairman of the 'House
Committee on Insular Affairs, were in
conference to-day, and as a result of
this and further conferences to be held
during the holidays, an important legis-
Jative measure is to be drafted, for a
‘complete civil government for the Philip-
pines. Already the measure is  framed
in the rough, and the perfected bill will
Ve ready for introduction in the Hous2

soon after the recess. :

The bill, in the rough draft, covers
questions of mining and forestry, with a
view to developing these industries, at the
same time regulating the acquisition of
mining and timber lands; the disposition
ot the lands of the friars; the regulation
of franchises; the establishment of bank-
ing facilities, and the enactment of coin-
age and- currency provisions _requisite for
the peculiar conditions there existing.
The. regulation. of ranches is considered of
prime importance, the idea. being to SO
frame this branch of legislation as to
encourage the investment. of capital In
the Philippines, giving the Filipinos 9p-
portunities ‘to work,” and ‘thus allaying
their discontent. T

It is stated that the general purpose.of
the measure is to bring about self-govern-
ment among the natives at the earliest
practicable date, -and’ this-is to be ac-
complished largely. by giving stability and.
sygtemutlzntlon to' the civilizing agencies
of commerce. banking, exchange, educa-
{ion, ‘and’ telegraph.: A

. 1S DE LAREY TO SURRENDER?

‘Alleged Report from ]
old Out:Beyond Janu

il Jabor. i He, left the® Wilkinson
‘household, and had M ason hauled |
to the Gates-Avenue Court that he might

‘the matter wadlended, Hoffman, has his
trunk, and the'two are.no longer friends. |

Such fhe ' lﬂegﬁ;ﬁ‘mﬁ ‘VGt'he'r ’Prisonefs,
L —ﬁ,o;i.,vj[irtrlﬁigs'srsnind.; o

CASE REPLETE WITH SENSATIONS.

Detailed ‘-I_J'enérv:lpt.lon ot-;;jh'e"S[nnnet

in W};i;chaj- the Noted Cracksman 1is
Alleged 1-.to".‘;lla:,:v‘é3: 'Go.ﬁe frig;it “the
)\’e‘térn ; Bflé})igeaqsé .liecnlh;, ‘ Sé_:'f-
sntlo:n,nl ‘Es'«_:;l'iie of “’I'opel‘:a.'J»ge'”
frox;: tl‘ler ;R'lch_mond C\lti;. Jail.

B

TOLEDO, O., December 19.—(Speclal.)—
A verdict of guilty was returned against
‘ex-Turnkey George Ammon, charged with
‘wulfully releasing-‘‘Topeka Joe” and his.
‘gang from the county jail last summer,
and. he has been:sentenced to two years
in ‘the penitentiary. = 3

The decision was annourrced by the jury
after they had deliberated for ten hours.

- Two jurors held out for a recommenda-

tion of clemency, but it did not appear
in the final verdict.
A SENSATIONAL CASE.
The case has been replete with sensa-

( STOPEKA JOE,”
(Who Escape from Toledo Jail Gets
Turkey in Penitentinry.)

tions at every turn. After the escape of
«“Topeka Joe” and his ‘pals” the turn-
key was arrested. Ile was ‘charged’ with
hayving ‘y’omz;_t_grll'y released’ them.

The case was unusual in 1
and not the least of these features was
the - character -of government witnesses
who. were -in jail at the time of the es-
cape. They formed a bad sgang of fel-
lows. charged with all ‘sorts’of crimes.
Dave Morgan, « held. for :pocket-picking,
one of the prisoners who escaped with
“Joe,” declared that he saw Ammon give:
Joe a revolver several® days ‘before the
escape, az}_d_ had allowed Joe and Stewart

to sleep together.
The men, he sald, had frequently held
conferences with the turnkey.
AMMON: WAS BRIBED.
William Bradford, alias"‘C., B. Lasalle,
a Detroit prisoner, was brought here ‘to

testify. He was  réleased’ from - the jail
a few days before the escape.

He testifled that Ammon discussed the
plan of release with him. Ammon told

him “Topeka Joe’” had offered $500 for the
. release of himself, Stewart, and Kéegan.

The witness declared that Ammon had
‘made no outcry when:overpowered, but
had invented a story of having been
lassooed with a rope and'drawn to the
cell bars. ; =

THRE TURNKEY'S DEFENCE.

The accused Turnkey claimed the pris-
oners’ were often let: out into the corri-
dors, and that during the hot weather,
it was customary to open all the calls on
one side of the strong ward, for the pur-
pose of ventilation. \

He entered a general denial of allega-
tions made regarding his especial friend-
ship for ‘‘Topeka Joe,” and flatly. denied
that he had ever given ‘‘Joe’” a revolver.

HOW IT ALL HAPPENED.:

On that morning he had opened all of
the cells ‘on one side of the strong ward
by mistake.” He then attempted to-close
half of them, but a prisoner was in one
of the doors so that it could not be closed
and he left-them open. Then when he
opened the cage door to let Jasper out to
do the hall-work, Stewart had also ‘rushed
out-and grabbed him by the neck, and
after choking him, forced him to open the
cell of “Topeka Joe,”

Regarding the testimony of Lasalle, the
turnkey  said that Lasalle: had _offered-
him money to release Joe and the Federal
prisoners, but he had spurned it.

His Departlire from Richmond..

“Topeka Joe,’”’ less generally known: as
Joseph B. Evans; in unceremonious and
unheralded -fashion departed from _the
city jail of Richmond about 2 o’clock on
the morning of Monday, September 3,
1900. His departure was as mysterious
as the methods by:which it was effected
weére unique. " Hereaboutg they were with-
out precedent or parallel. | : e

Topeka Joe was'in the city jail awaiting
trial on the charge of robbing the bank
at Williamsburg.. By means:of a wooden
key made from a broom handle he un-
Jocked the door of his cell, No. 4, regarded
as the safest:in the old jail. The door
was on the ground floor. The upper part
‘was open: lattice-work. It was fastened
by. a bar, which was held in place at
_one‘end with a lock, into the bottom ot
which Topeka Joe fitted his key. This key
worked perfectly. It was left in'the lock
‘by . the -departed - burglar, ‘and the lock
was. several times and easily locked and
unlocked by ‘meézans of ft. .=~ :

climbing iclaw. of  thel variety ‘used’ by

‘an_explosion of ga
‘this® city, “at 6:20 “o’clock this
“injured so badly that they are
Iy hurt.  The damage

.dropped to the Toof of the mill, 8§ feet

‘the inside, until their clothing was burned

-| outside held on, and remained tenaciously

many. respects,

‘| were'on' their way: to work, to:run to 4he

_The only other _implen;ents,use&;we}e' af

firemen, made from the broom:handle and |-
jade of |-

=
of Jones & Laaghlin,#near Brad: :
nine: ‘men were burned to dea,tk‘o"t_;.hlfe‘:er
pected to live, and:two others dangerous-
- to the plant will

amount to $20,000.. = 3

The explosion® occurred in one:
big® blast furnaces. > m
work at the top of the furnace, r 120
feet from' the ground. Gas,” which had
accumulated ' in ‘the ‘furnace, 'exploded,
and tons of: molten.maetal, cinders, and

‘men_‘on the top of the structure. °All
the men made a rush for the elevator,
but ‘it had  gone down, and there was
no.escape. To jump meant death, and.
to remain’on the platform was just as
certain . doom. - Tons' of molten metal
nine of -them to. death. Their bodies
below, every bone broken, an unrecog-
nizable masses of human flesh.

ALL THE VICTIMS FOREIGNERS.

Qrdlnarﬂy, only three men work on top
of . the furnace, but this morning, about
.6:16 o’clock, one of the heavy iron wa-
gons used in taking up the ore to the
top of the furnace, got stuck on the top
of the structure, and the’three men sent
for assistance. A few men went up,
but  they could not move the wagon,
and more went up until the number
reached fourteen. It was while they
were tryving’ to get the wagon released
that the fatal explosion took place. All
the men at work on top of the furnace
~were Slayvs and Poles.

Eye-witnesses say that it was the most
horrible sight they ever witnessed. They
say that when the explosion took place
there was one great loud report, and
the murky heavens were illuminated with
a great sheet of flame, showing the men
on top of the furnace running about,
gesticulating wildly.. The flames and hot
metal looked- like: a.veolcano 'in action.
Five of the men were blown off the top
of the fyurnace, and, strange as it may
seem, these’ men are the ones that are
still living.. The -others hung on the
railing, some on the, outside, others on.

off. Two of the victims hanging on the
clinging ‘to the railing until their fingers
were burned off.. They then fell to the
roof of the mill, dead.’ Seven of the vic-.
tims were found dead on the platform
.of the cupala. These were completely de- |
nuded of clothes by the flames, and their
-bodies were burned almost to a crisp.

. NARROW ESCAPES.

nue had narrow escapes from death.when
the explosion occurred. Tons of ore,
coke, and hot cinders, some pieces weigh-
ing almost three pounds, rained down on
Second avenue, and many had to run
into ‘houses and stores for protection.
Car No. 369 of the Homestead Di-
vision, was passing just at the time the
gas let go. The coke and other material
falling on the car, which had twenty-
five passengers ahoard, caused a panic,
and many jumped off.  More would have
followed, -had not the coolness of the
conductor prevented them from doing so.
None of the passengers were in the least
danger, but all were scared.

Over two tons of debris fell on Second
avenue, and a.force of fifty men was put
to work to clear it off the tracks. Traf-
fic was impeded. but within half an hour”
after the accident all the tracks were
cleared:

PEOPLE MUCH FRIGHTENED. -

People residing about the furnace, and
for blocks ' on either -side, were badly
scared. They rushed from their homes,
and a few minutes after the report had
sounded throughout Soho, thousands ol
people gathered about the furnace. Two
of the victims were found in the stock-
vard of the plant, 250 yards from the
furnace. They were horribly burned,
but had they not been they -would have
been killed by the force of the explosion. -
Fvery bone -in. their bodies seemed to
have beer broken. = *

FRIGHTFUL DEATH.

The. most distressing feature of the
disaster was the burning of Frankowicz.
He was seen by.thousands of people, who

platform and leap into the air. e
was a mass of flames as he whirled
through the air. He fell on the stock-
vard shed, and literally burned to death
before the eyes of the crowd, fifty fcet
below, who had mno way to reach him.

RIVER STEAMER WRECKED.

Kanawha Belle Goes Over a Lock—
_Eight of the Crew Droswned.
CHARLESTON, W.-VA., December 19.—

The steamer Kanawha Belle, which runs

between Charleston and Montgomery,

went over Lock 3, at Pant creek, on her
down trip, to-night, broke in two, and
is a total wreck. Eight of the crew,
all deckhands and roustabouts, were
drowned. All the officers of, the boat
were saved. but some of them had narrow
escapes. The river has been high for
several days. There was a furious cur-
rent at the lock, and the pilot was una-
hle to control tne boat, on approachinZ

it. p .

The Calvert, another boat owned by

the Calvert Brothers, went to the rescue

of the survivors, and brought them to
this city.

Called to Brother's Hedside.

Dr. F. W. Stift; of this city, has been
called to the bedside of. his brother,’
James Q. Stiff, who was shot by Herbert
Marx in Westmoreland county ten days
=5, and who is now lying dangerously.
. s ;

The condition of young Stiff fs'jo the
last degree critical. There is said to be
absolutely no hope for his recovery, and
his death is momentarily feared.

" AUCTION SALES YESTERDAY.

“Plant of Ammons  Pickling Cempany,
entine Company,

. for $860. . :
Sales to-day are scheduled as follows:
Frame_house,: 53 south First street, by
. ‘Edward S. Rose Comp=zny, at 4 P. AL
Lot on Church street, by Edward S. Rose

’Ct:)mp‘:iny,':aat-' 4:30°P. M. :
'The Weather.
annv.

‘Saturday: . ¢
o it :
aturday ug‘hg

WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec
r 19—Forecast for Friday

.

=5 - Virgln
cold weather Friday and
-northwesterly winds. sEEaRTe i

North: Carolina—Falir:ang slightly colder
weather Friday. Saturday. fair an old>
light to fresh mor

slag were thrown over the unfortunate |

and - flames fell .upon them, and burned :

‘|'the baly h

* Hundreds of pedestrians on Second ave- |

B

1505-1507 east Franklin street, by Val-1
A‘tO'R. H. Har’desty 2

The man e

-kis hunt.

dogs took the lead, and In a fey
Mr. Laird ‘came upon the dead b
Lis employer. - He found Mi
the toPr of his hexd blown aw
was evident that he had been dead
Ely an hour or more: R
An investigation of the immediate “vi-
cinity revealed the fact that ‘the de
man had attempted to get! het
wire fence and in pulling his
in some way it had ‘been
The load of No. & shot struck hi
Iy in his forehead just ov
brows.  Portions of the skull
were found on one side of tlie fence
ad fallen back on the

~ NO_OCCASION FOR: INQU
Mr. Laird immediately gav
and in"a few minutes Specia A
\cliff and Constable Eubank weént:to th
scene.. They at once motified Dr. Lorri-
mer- James, the County Coroner, %
hurried to the farm. . Upon his arrfvak
he decided that there was no cause for
an inquest. The remaing were then turn
ed over to Undertaker Bliley to be pr
pdred for burial. The arrangements f
the funeral will be perfected to-day.
Mr. Rose was a voung man. He was =
2 brother_of Mr. Edward §: Rose, the
well-known_ Teal estate agent, ~of - this
city. He had been married three years:
He leaves no children. A e e
; Another County Accident.
The little’S-year-old child of Mr. James:
Miller, who resides near the Laurel.Re-
formatory, was probably fatally burme
at the home of the parents yesterday
about noon. Dr. Lorrimer James Wi
called in, and rendered all the ald that
could be given to the little suffer ‘He
s*id last night that more tham one-th
of the body had:been burned, and there:
were serious doubts as to recqvery-
Mrs. Miller left the house for seve
minutes to go to the barn to give th¢
cows their nuon-day meal. She left the
child in the kitchen. In the sitting-roo!
which adjoins, ihere was an open fir
and It is thought that the child backe
up to the fire to warm, and Her clothing
ignited in that way. AT
‘When Mrs. Miller- returned she was mes
at the kitchen dcor by the child, with
‘its clothes in a light blaze. The terrified
mother threw tne child to the floor and
hurriedly wrapped 2 large plece of carp
around it and extingmished the firs,

Says the proverb, old and true:
But there will be no slip, if you
in time, = : ; AR
m bargalng we offer you.
& CO. Best line of A
Statfonery, and' Leather Goods. m

_ Children Like It.

thought 'he would die, but & few doses
of One Minute Cough Cure relfeved and
sent him to sleep. That's the las re
heard of the croup-’” One Minut
Cure is absolutely safe and acts at onca,
For. coughs, colds, group, . o3thma
and bronchitis. =

Tower-Binford Electric an
.. . focturing Co.
gnectrlc Coutractors, Manufacturers,
upply: Dealers, are now conducting: thef
business | in _ their !
‘second. floor Mayo  building, sou
C‘i&mef’gﬁe‘!’h and Main streets.
1l orders will receive prompt and
ful attention. = = > vbd

' Dixie Nerve and Hone Liniment.
 ‘Best ‘on earth for Strains, =
Rheumatism, and all pains. = =
IB{é::iiy’- ‘Handsome Xmus Ple:
etter than ever this year. Giv
‘Saturday, December Zist. - o i
C. D." KENNY COMPm!wm‘
Sixth and Main’ and Sévene

b P

Broad aizd';
teenth. =

. . For La
. Pocket-Books, =
‘Fine P :
.~ .. BRIGGS DRUG
- _First and

-

for Coughs, Colds,
d all

‘Troubles, Dr.
Pine Tar,
‘Price, 25




