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£LAY AND LER WARDS,
Mr. Wallace is entitled to the grati-
dode of this communily  for pileting

through the Legislature tire bill aividing
Clay Ward. That ward has one fourth of
tha population of Richmond, but has only
one sixth of the of the City
Council. Upon a basis of white volers,
exclusively, the
Clay Ward is greater still. Ior a lonsg
time the injustice done that portion of the
indignation of a2l
-en the

members

disproportion against

<ity has excited the
just-minded persons who have
subject thoughtful cons

Should the Wallace bill receiva execu-
tive =pproval, Richmond will have seven
wards, instead of six, but the City Coun-
cil will be
crease the
sbould do.

there will

leration.

vested with the power to in-

number. And that it surely
Under a restricted suffrage
bhe no or reason in
continuing Jackson Ward as a “black
belt.” The city could. be divided inio ten
mvards, and Jackson Ward, as it is known
now, could and should be obliterated from
{He city map. If desired, the name might
Dbe preserved by fixing it upon a portion
of the existing ward with much new ter!
ritory added. By the way, we.are not
sure that the ward was named after “Old
Hickory"” or Stonewall Jackson either.

T“Certain it is that Jackson street, a great
thoroughfare in that ward, was named
after another Jackson—a very worthy
gentleman, who owned a vast area of land
in the Jackson Ward section, and who for
fifty years served as a <lerk in the office
of the Auditor of Public Accounts of Vir-
ginia.

When the Wallace bill becomes a law
the <City Council will have to provide
for transferring voters’ names, when re-
quested, from the registration books ot
Clay Ward to those of L.ee Ward, and
also will have to establish such new voting
precinets as may be needed. Some of the
voting precincts in the olafmard are in-
rolerably large, «with the result that it is
Yifficult to poll the vote satisfactorily at

rhyme

primaries. A change—a reform—in that
matter is much needed. No precinct
cught 1o be ‘excessively large. IEach

should be of such moderate size that the
vote may De easily polled and counted in
Cue time.

With the increase of Richmond’s wards
from six to seven the membership of our
Board of Aldermen will be twenty-one in-
stead of ecighteen, while the Common
Council will be dnereased from thirty to
ghirty-five. The public interests will sul-
fer nothing from this change; on the con-
trary, beneficinal results in several diree-
tions may be, expected to flow from the
diyigion of Clay Warnd.

e T —

It is not in the country only that public
school-houses are shabby looking, ill-ven-
tilated, uncomfortable, and untidy. The
truth is that few, very few, of our public
buildings are tastefully and tidily kept.
The State Capitol, the City Hall here,
nind most of the court-houses and court-
rooms in Virginia are cases in point.
‘Our “‘womenfolks”™ would do better than
ave men do, if they had these matters in
<charge.

RESTS FOR FIRE DBUGS,

Our merchants would do well to be
more careful about exposing piles of trash
paper in cellars and alley Such 2
practice invites arson, and it ought to
be abandoned. As things stand, there
mre scores of places here where a “fire-
bHug,” or mischievous boy, mu;\' drop a
match and start a serious cenflagration.
dt would be well for the police and fire-
men  to be instructed to call
owners’ attention to the danger
combustible piles create,

S.

house-
these

~ *Owing to previous engagements” Sen-
ator Martin could not accept the Presi-
¢ent’s invitation to take NMr. Tillman's
place at the White House dinner to Prince
Henry. Ah invitalion 1o the White House
is not regarded by him as a command.
Evidently Mr., Martin is not prepared to
endorse the President’s course towards
S{he belligerent South Carolinians.

LB ===

ELECTING STATE SENATORS,
1t is understood that the question of
rlecting State senators for biennial terms
will come up to-day in the Constitutional
Convention’s Committee on Legislation,
_ %o which it was referred, on moilon of
Mr. Flood, when the convention had un-
sler consiéeration the committee’s report.
. As our readers know, the propesition
Was somewhat in the pature of a sur-
~ Prise 1o the convention, and Mr., Fiood’s
aotion was for the purpose of prevent-
ing basty action, and affording the mem-

=

“hers time for serlous thought as to the by

‘wisdom of taking such a revolutionary
step. 3 S Ry

We use {ha words “revolutionary step”
advigedly; for biennial terms for sena-
tors and the consequent a,boliﬁon of the
rotalion system would inyolve a radical
departure from a feature, of our govern-
ment  which has obtained since its for-
mation, and had the unqualified endorse-
ment of the chief architects and builders
of our republican structure. It would
moan the doing away with all checks to
the evils of ill-considered legislation, and
legislation dictated by impulse rather
than reason. It would make the General
Assemnbly unicameral, except in name,
and in a sense amount to setting up a
mass-meeting, instead of a deliberative
sovernment,

Now that tiere has been time to think,
we cannot but - belleve that (the
committee will report adversely to
any change in the existing order. But
if, perchance, it shall prove that we are
mistaken, we shall still have hopes that
the convention itself will stick to the
old and tried system. If it does not, it
«ill run counter to popular judzment,
not to say popular demand. ¥or, since
the matter has come to be understood
throughout the State, .the strongest sort
of sentiment against a change has de-
veloped.

As a senatorial bull-baiter, Mr. Spoouner
j an unqualified success. No one could
have wielded the red rag more sk:ifn.l’ly
than he did last L’.murd.}'; in araw Tiil-
man to the attack, nor with more start-
ling results, ns the event proved.—Peters-
burg Index-Appeal, i@

Precicely.  Tillman walked right into
the trag old man Spooner set for him.
Previously he had been dealing in innuen-
does, but Spooner with malice afore-
thought caused him to speak out.

All the siriking railroad employees in
Italy who owe that nation military ser-
een ordered to rejoin their
regiments. Thus they not only will be
taken out of the ranks of the strikers,
but may be made to operate trains and
tracks. At least that is the evident pur-
pose of the government, but we doubt
not the government will “‘come up
against” some men who will prefer rather
to take their chances before a court-
martial than break with their unions.

vice have

¥
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General Joe Wheeler sayvs there were

more persons killed in the Galveston
Lorror thinm in all the battles on this

Continent, except these in the four yvears’
confiict beginning in 1861, With the in-
{yoduction of long-range guns, when bat-
tles begin at a range of one and a quar-
ter miles, he argues, tha death rate is
comparatively small. Indeed, “the dan-
cer in modern warfare is little greater
than that of dodging around street-cars
in Philadelphia. In the future, battles
will be at a distance of one and a half
miles on level stretches of ccuntry, and
nearer, perhaps, in hilly positions,” the
General concludes.

.
TERCENTENATLY QUESTICN.
The defeat in committea of the James-
town Tercentenary Celebration plan en-
dorsed by the Richmond Chamber of
Commerce, and which provides for
intrusting the details of the commemo-
commission with a view

ration to a

to making the affair State-wide,
ought not to discourage our peo-
ple. They should carry the mat-

ter to the floor of the General Assembly,
with the determination to fight it out to
the bitter end. The pursuance of that
course they owe not only to themselves,
but to the State at large. The amend-
ment to the Norfolk bill, which engrafts
a commission feature on that measure,
was a clever coup, and will doubtless
make, at first blush, as favorable impres-
sion upon the public as it appears to have
made upon the committee. From the theo-
retical view-point, the now mixed plan
proposition of Norfolk is a most generous
concession to the demand that all inter-
terests and localities should have due con-
sideration in apportioning the fea-
of tihe celebration. Practically,
it means that Norfolk is

*swwhole show.” We have

with our Norfolk {friends
over this question. We cannot but
admire their pugnacity and applaud
their tenacity. But, manifestly, the cbject
sought to be attained by the commission
scheme, pure and simple, could not be
attained under a . combination thereof
with the provisions of the Norfolk bill
The two plans are antagonistic. In the last
analysis of the case, if the Norfolk mea-
sure wins out, whether with or without
the commission amendment, the comme-
moration must prove an affair local,“ to all
intents and purposes, to Norfolk. Only
by pooling interests in the hands of such

a commission as Richmond proposes can
we expect to arouse in the State the wide-
spread sympathy with the movement for
the celebration which will render it a
credit to Virginia and commensurate with
the importance of the event to be com-
memoerated. Only by subordinating local
ambition and pride to State pride can we
hope to excite the interest in the matter
throughout the country  which will
assure our getting that Federal assistance
which is so desirable, not to say abso-
lutely necessary. This, we believe, can
be demonstrated by a thorough lhreshlng
out before the Legislature of the conflict-
ing propositions in all their phases. And
it shall have been demonstrated,

tures
however,
to be the

no quarrel

when

there will be no excuse for the General As-
sembly’s not adopting the Richmond com-
' So, we repeat, there is no
our pecple

mission plan.
by why
couraged.

should be dis-

SO

One remedy suggested for obesity is to
eat as little bread as possible. Another
{s to eat no meat. From which we may
infer that the surest way to reduce flesh
is not to eat either.—The Petersburg
Index-Appeal.

it might be better still
and eat nuthin’,

o

A Phiiadelphian who recently returned
from Mexico tells of the shipment north
of a Mexican burro as a present for his
boy. The donkey was transported with-
out difficulty until the region to which
burros are indigenous had been left be-
hind. A change of cars was made at a
small noctherly Jumotion, It  was in
charge of a pandciiarsy <ense freight
agent. Having an  hour to wait, and
thinking the¢ donkey needed water, MMr.
L——- went to the freight office. Qutside
stood the agent beside the burro, study-
ing his waybill in deep perplexity. .

“Has he had water and feed?”
asked the man. 5

*Do you own that there animal, sir?"

“Yes; have you fed and watered him?”

“I hain't.done nothing but try him on
this here bill.”

“Why, what's the matter?"”

“Matter is this here bill won’t check.
I'm a bureau short and a jackass over,
and durn me if T can make it out.”

The foregoing story is one to which a
prize for excellence was r2cenlly awarded

was

ilndelp) ,
pretty Bood Story

quite an old one dow here. Years ago 1
was used as'a space-filler in‘some ‘soutl-
ern papers. N Sy

'W’nshmgﬁn 1s startled at the discovery
of small-pox in unmexpected places within
{ts limits, ang its health authorities are
inclined to blame ihe physicians of the
city to some extent for the outbreak.
They charge thre doctors with careless-
ness in the matter. One of them is
quoted as saying that a number of mem-
bers of ‘the medical profession are not
well informed as to the disease, and
that *a physician who has had no expe-
rience with small-pox, is no more to b2
trusted to diagnose a case of that disease
than can a doctor amputale a hip who
has only read in hooks of the opera-
tion.” We fear there is truth in this as-
sertion, and possibly there is ground for
the charge of carelessness on the part of
the Washington doctors. It appears that
one of the startling cases at the Tederal
capital was that of a woman from Phila-
deiphia, who arrived at a Washington
hotei January 28th, and was shortly after
her arrival taken iil with symptoms more
or less resembling those of small-pox.
She had been taken ill on the train, and
told a physician who was called that 5161‘
illness was from  eating  lobsteT. An
eruption broke out upon the patient’s face
and body, which the two attending physi-
cians described as ‘‘shell-fish eruption,”
and no report of the case was made to the
Health Department There seems 10
have been Dboth ignorance, or at lcast
Jack of experience, ecarclessness in

this case.

and

Cuerent Commeéndt.

Genzral Grosvenor, of Ohio, declares
ihat, with his latest breath, he will call
the war of 1861-1865 ‘‘the war of the re-
betlion,” and that he cannot endure hav-
ing it styled *the civil war,” or “the
war between the States,” iwhich causes
the New York Evening Post to récmartie

that General Grant, almost with his
latest breath—in the concluding para-

graph of his *“Personal Memoirs"—refer-
red to the war of 1861-'65 as ‘‘the war be-
tween the States.”

However, Grosvenor evidently thinks
that he is a bigger man than was Grant—
and nc one cares a baubee what Grosve-
nor calls the war.

It is to be hoped that no one will mar
the pleasure of Prince Henry's visit by
telling him how much he is going to
miss by mnot including Richmond and
Virginia in his itinerary.

It begins to look as if the people of
Virginia were taking real interest in the
St, Louis Xxposition.

Handicapped.
(Chicago Daily News.)

Mrs. Homer: Were you troubled by
mal de mer while crossing the ocean?
Mrs.. Neurich: No, indeed! I was so
seasick all the way over that I didn't
even have a chance to make his ac-
quaintance.

Indefinite.
(Philadelphia Press.)

Tirst Messenger Boy: Hello, “Thirty-
four,” got 4 message to deliver?

Second Ditto: Yep.

First Messenger Boy: How fer is it?

Second Ditto (taking out his dime novel):
On’y about six chapters o’ dis, “Feud o'
de Scarlet ‘Ranger, or de Man Wid de
Red Flannel Eye.”

In the Proper Mood.
(Baltimore American.)

“Mr. Writen cannot work to-day,” tele-
phoned the wife of the dramatic author,
“because he has the grip and the medi-
cine he has taken affected his brain so
that he cannot utter three words that
show any sense or connection.”

“A1l right’ answered the impresario.
“Tell him to write me a libretto for an-
other comic opera, and sketch the scena-
ric for a dramatized novel before he re-
covers. And say, give hint another dose
of that medicine if he becomes rational
before the work is finished.”

s S ———
Pleasant Remembrances,
(Boston Transeript.)

Stevens: adley fell down stairs the
other day and followed it by falling over
a wheelbarrow at the bottom of the
flight.”

Yardley:
rience!”

Stevens: Yes, Hadley sayd it was so
iike a ride in an auto that it brought back
the pleasantest of remembrances.”

——
To My Mother.

(Jane Atkins Hinson in Memphis Com-’
mercial-Appeal.)
Howl on ye winds with ceaseless moan

Gracious, what an expe-

That sweep the dreary waste around;

I care not for your sullen tone,

Nor where your homeless guests arc
bound.

I care not for your wild embrace,
However cold and chill it be:

Then pour your torrents in my face,
'Tis not your rage that troubles me.

’Tis not the cheerless sky that casts
Upon my brow this gloomy shade;

Nor vet the firful wintry blasts,

But thoughts of her whose form is laid

Beneath yon ancient turfy mound,
Wrapped in the folds of dreamless sleep,
Above whose grave the trecs around
In reverence how as if to weep.

'Tis this that bids my heart to fear
Those depths my tongue is wealk to tell;
'Tis this that bids the briny tear
Beneath my heavy eyvelids swell.

Ah, mother, in your blissful home,
Hear thou my cry in accents wild,
And come, if saints to earth e’er roam,
And guide aright thy thoughtless child.

You left me at a tender age

When I was thoughtless. young,
wild;

You iitile thought the tempest's rage

Would beat on your unsheltered child.

and

S‘ince then I've borne the withering sneer,
The taunting frown of heartless foes;

I'm doomed to stem each sea of care,
And sip each briny wave that flows.

Wasted Opportunities.
(Roanoke Times,)

Perhaps the saddest harvest, and gener-
ally speaking the greatest harvest, that
it falls to the lot of mankind to reap
is that springing from the sced. of idle-
ness sown. There is seen on- every hand
the young man with exceptional capahili-
ties, a strong constitution and unlimited
opportunities, sowing broadcast-the seeds
of idleness; the years of his youth and
vigor ruthlessly slipping through his fin-
gers without employing a “moment for
self-improvement. All the. time- his crop
is growing, a crop to quickly mature, and
ere two score of milestones have been
passed along the journey of life he is
called to stop and reap his harvest. He
has never calculated the profits to be
derived therefrom; all he knows is thut
the bloom and blossom were beautiful:
but now that he is called to the harvesl'
he takes in his hand the sheaves one.
by one; they are singularly ' light in
weight, and he reaps and gathers and
threshes and from it he obtains his har-
vest of barren regrets. It has never been
permitted the human eye to see beyond
the confines of its present existence; not
even the dashing of the waves upon eter-
nity’s shore has come Back tq him in
the faintest echo; but if beyond there lies
a stygian field where the human soul is
forced to dwell amid the Sorrows born
of life’s exit=ence, perhaps the bitterest
fruit upon which that soul must be fed
would be that of wasted opportunities;

the eternal and everlasting memory of’

what it could have been and could have
done but did not.

#

Yedrs ago it

.

REPLIES TO MR. WALLERSTEIN IN

MATTER OF ANNEXATION.

THE  ASSESSMENTS IN

They. ‘Are Now Upon: n Lower Dasis,
nnd,. Argues  the Writer, “ey
- Would Be Incrensed Were Annexn-
t‘ion Consummated—Question of the

School Session—Stntistics Relating

to the Death Rate.

To the Public: >
the merits of annexa-

In discussing
tion I have carefully avoided per-
sonal allusions, not only because  they

are distasteful to me, but because I have
no disposition to ‘sinlk the discussion of
a public question into any sort of a pri-
vate controversy. 3

In 2 recent letter addressed to the edi-
tor of the Dispatch, signed by Mr{ Joseph
Wallerstein, the writer bhas alluded to
me by name no-less than fourteen times.
1f, therefore, I should in this instance
depart from the rule I have adopted, I
trust .that it will not be misunderstooc.
The writer starts out with the asser-
tion that “jasts fall Mr. John C. Easley
delivered an addrvess before the mem-
bers of the Chumber of Commerce in this
city,” etc., and proceeds to take me to
task for not answering an unsigned com-
munication, which he says appeared in
the Richmond newspapers ‘‘a very short
time after that address.” The facts are
that on February 12, 190% I appeared
before the Chamber of Commerce, by in-
vitation, to take part in the discussion
of the question of annexation. The un-
signed publication appeared in the Rich-
mond Dispatch of November 19, 151, more
than nine months later, and 1 fail to sce
that I was called upon to reply. But in
Jetting the communication pass unnoticed,
I can assure him that I did not do s0
because I considered its statements in-
controvertible. ke

UPON A LOWER BASIS.

Whatever may be the standpoints from
which the assessors in Richmond and
Henrico construe the law relative to their
respective duties, the fact remains that
the assessments in Henrico are upon a
lower basis than they are in Richmond,
and any territory annexed to Richmond
will, in 1905, necessarily be assessed by
the accessors for the city of Richmond;
and as the law requires assessments to
be uniform, those in the annexed terri-
tory must be increased to correspond. Any
increase in the assessment carries with it
an increase in hoth State and city taxes,
without reference to the rate. In my let-
ter of I'ebruary 11, 1902, as an offset to
a balance of $§100,000 on hand, I quoted
estimatas of the cost of a partial list
of Richmond’s present urgent needs (for
which no provision has been made)
amounting to about $1,500,000, and sug-
gested that it was like *‘owning a dime
and lacking food and raiment.’” Mr.
Wallerstein thinks ‘it is like owning a
dime and having two dimes with which
to pay.” I confess that I do not under-
sg.'md the ‘hocus pocus’”  science of
1dnance by which this conclusion is reach-
ed.

The gentleman thinks ‘“‘the size of a
debt is not a disturbing factor to indi-
vidual or corporation, if assets are plenti-
ful.” %

When the debt bears a high rate of in-
terest, and a large portion of the assets
are not only unproductive, but hurden-
some, I consider it a very ‘disturbing
factor.”

In speaking of ‘per capita cost of maln-
tenance, we are told that New York
spends annually, *$31.62; Boston, $314.29;
Jersey City, $19.82; Cincinnati, $18.62; Rich-
mond, $14.43, and, if it ‘were material to
the issue, I'might add, Manchester, $6.59.

THE SCHOOL SESSION.

In stating that annexation would re-
ducte the school session in Henrico to
three or four months, unless additional
taxes be levied io replace the funds taken
from Henrico by Richmond, I gave th.
estimates of officials, who are in positions
to know, and I do not see that Mr. Wal-
lerstein’s supposition ¢that those Ileit
can be easily conducted for nine months”
is any offset.

It is taken as a great hardship that
“industrial plants’” just outside of Rich-
mond date their létter heads Richmond,
instead of Henrico. Doesn’'t Mr. Waller-
stein know that a firm’s letter head usu-
ally bears its post-office address, and that
Richmond is the name of their nearest
post-office.  Surely he doesn’t wish to re-
strict the use of the name of a govern-
ment post-office, as if it were copyrighted.
For every man who lives in Henrico and
finds employment in Richmond I venture
to say that I can point him to one who
lives in Richmond and finds employment
in some of the numerous manufactories
in Henrico—such as the Locomotive-
Works, Cedar-Works, Hub- and Spoke-
Works, the numerous fertilizer factories,
brick plants, brewery, ete. Thirty thou-
sand people live in Henrico, buy supplies
and trade in Richmond, and to say that
the “benefits” are ‘‘altogether on one side’”
is a system of reasoning beyond my com-
tirehension.

SUB-COMMITTEE'S PLAN.

In speaking of the sub-committee’'s
plan of annexation, Mr. Wallerstein says:
:'I believe that a majority of citizens
in the proposed annexed districts, when
they properly understand what we pro-
pose, will, almost to a man, favor it.”

| The better the pecple of both Richmond

and Henrico understand the sub-com-
mittee's plan, the more T shall be pleased,
and as an evidence of his confidence, he
might insert a provision, referring the
qx_xcstion to a vote of the property-owners
within the radius of annexation. The
claim that Richmond extends police and
fire protection to Henrico. or that she is
able to do so, must be intended as a bit
of grim humor. The claim has been
frequently made that Richmond's debt
can be liquidated by a- sale of the gas-
and water-works. I do not- think this
is true, unless there is coupled with
ﬂ.h’ sale, an exclusive monopoly for fur-
nishing these necessities at a fixed price.
If Richmond is reduced to the necessity
of selling monopolies, and is willing to.
bind. her people in 'a sort of financia

slavery, she might have raised consider-
able revenue by selling to one.corporation
lle-: exclusive right to operate street
raiiways; to another the exclusive tele-
phone privileges, and to another the ex-
clusive right to furnish electric lights
and power, and so on without limit; pro-
\'.lded, of course, the terms wers suffi-
ciently elastic as to their right to change.
And, I dare say, a toll-gate on Main
street -Wwould pay handsomely. That
traficking in the rights of the people has
been even thought of is suggesiive of
coud]tions for which we were not pre-
pared..

BONDS OF THE CITY.

_'.I.‘lmt Richmond city 4's are worth
107 1-2. in the hands of individuals is not
surprising. = They are exempt from the
city’s tax of $1.40, which makes them
equivalent to a 5.4 per cent. invesiment.
The bonds of the city are limited by law
to 184pérscent. of the assessed value of
her real estute. They are a first lien on
all of the real estate in Richmond. Why
shouldn’t they be good? All bonds se-
cured on real estate to the amount of
only 1§ per cent. of its actual value are
equally good, whether they are drawn
by a millionaire or a bankrupt, and to
offer this as'an argument is like clutching
at a straw. But there is one remarkable
fact about these 4 per cent. bonds
that are now worth 1071-2 in the
hands of individuals, and it is this: When
these bonds were disposed of by the city

of Richmond they sold down as low as 91;

and, in fact, I am informed that Rich-
mond’s bonds, when issued and put upon
the market by the city, have usually sold
below'par, her: 6's and 8's selling as low.

- HERRICO.

: : hi

-the public just what Richmond has'T

ized in cash from the sale of her various

issues 6f honds,. which go to make up lier
debt ol $7,227,382, and show what rate of
interest - Richmond is paying on ' the

“money  actually received from the sale
of these bonds.. It may:prove interesting
reading. We know that the average in-
terest. is about 5 1-4 per cent. on the par

| value of the bonds, but what rate is this

city, and. what difference would it make,
in principal and interest, in favor of the
city in” all of these vears, if these bonds
could have been sold at par? Of course,
it is only fair to make proper allowance
for condition§ existing immediately after
the civil war, but [ think he can trust
the people to do that, and I do not ask
for a disclosure further back than tho
civil war.

I have' been accused of dealing in gene-
ralities, Because I have shown that Rich-
mond's net per capita debt is $78.77, while
the average net per capita debt of every
city in the United States, with more than
30,000 population, js only $17.56. I stated
that therc were 13+ of these cities, and
as Mr. Wallerstein has a list of them,
and they are all known to the general
public, I do not think the charge is well
founded. However, I shall endeavor to
he specifie, hereafter, in stating my rea-
sons for opposing annexation, ané if there
is room to complain of “generalities,”” it
will be my misfortune. <

NOT A . NECESSITY..

e are opposed to the present whole-
sale plan of annexation, because it is in
no sense a legitimate public necessity,
and it will prove so burdensome and op-
pressive to the people of Henrico that
its accomplishment will mean confiscation
to a large proportion of her people. A
city does not require more room until
it needs it for the purpose of enlarging,
and even then its right to take should be
limited by its ability to improve. Enlarg-
ing a city should mean something more
than the mere extension of an imagi-
nary line, so that the property holder
will be given some consideration for the
increased taxes he will be required to
pay. Richmond has not mmproved any-
thing like all of the territory she now
has, and she is not In a position to do
justice to more. Her bond Hmit has been
practically reached, her present pressing
needs, other than annusm expenses, call
for abput one and one half million dol-
larg. f her 116.2 miles of streets only
"24.4 miles are paved, 6.5 miles macada-
mized, 57 miles simply graveled (a
method employed in making country
roads), and 28.3 miles are absolutely un-
improved. There are 59 miles of curbing
to be put down, 70 miles of sidewalks to
bte lald, besides many miles of water
« mains, gas mains, culverts, and sewers to
be extended. There are about 1560
houses in Richmond (exclusive of stables,
&e.) and there are mow within the city
limits 154,696 feet of vacant land, suit-
able for building allowing twenty-five feet
to the house, which is a fair average;
this gives room for 6,200 houses, or room
on which to build a city more than one=
third the size of the present city of Rich-
mond. 2

ABOUT CONGESTION.

And still we hear about congestion, in
face of the fact that there has been 2
decrease in the population of three out of
Richmond’s six wards within the last
ten years. According to the present mile-
age of streets per acre in Richmond,
the proposed new territory would contain
183 miles of streets. The sum of $00,000
which they proposed to spend on this
vast area Is about sufficient to give six
miles of streets with first-class city im-
provements. Now we can See why “the
motion appointing the sub-committee was
recast so as to leave out the inquiry
concerning future improvements.’”’ It
might be embarrassing to know the cost
of improving the territory they propose%
io annex. So they generously offer out o
our own funds to give us in the next
three vears the equivalent of first-class
city improvements for one-thirtieth part,
and for the other twenty-nine thirtieths,
we can enjoy the privilege of dating our
letter-heads “Richmond, Va.” If they
continued the improvements annually at
this rate (which they do not offer to do),
it would take mninety vyears to im-
prove the entire territory. The pres-
ent plan of annexation embraces sections
of country not wNiitable for build-
ing, as well as hundreds upon hundreds
of acres of sparsely-settled farming
landg, and if Richmond wanted to do so,
it would be impossible for her to give
these people city improvements within
the next hundred years. The tax col-
lected by the city on this property would
be Increased at once 8 per cent., and in
a very short time it _would be further
increased to about three and a half times

ence between 43 cents on the $100 and $1.40
on the $100), even if the assessments are
not increased.

AS TO ASSESSMENTS.

But those who calculate on no increase
in assessments are cherishing a vain
delusion, and when assessments are in-
creased, as they must be to be uniform,
it means that the city will collect from
five to six times the tax now paid to the
county, to say nothing of an increase
in that paid to the State, by reason of
the increased assessments. At this rate
how long will it take the tax-gatherer
to absorb the entire value of this prop-
erty, and why should any of these people
be required to contribute their all - to
the upbuilding of Richmond? I deny that
annexation is a “legitimate necessity of
the situation,” and if a necessity at all,
it is only so for the purpose of raising
money, and to raise money upon other
peoples’ property, without giving them
an equivalent, is in opposition to the
spirit of free institutions, and as tyrani-
cal as the arbitrary ukase of a Czar.
There is no principle of equity upon
which it can be defended.

THEORY OF TAXATION.

The levving of tixes is only justified
upon the ground of public necessity, and
the law which requires that it shall be
uniform implies that its benefits shall
Le equal. For every dollar paid in taxes,
the tax-payer has a right to expect
value received, and any government,
municipal or otherwise, which collects
taxes out of proportion to benefits con-
ferred, is by sQ@ much unjust and oppres-
sive. The people of Henrico are not
tempted by the sophistry that ‘there
would be a heavy advance in the value
of county property within the radius of
annexation.” They know the argument
in favor of equal advantage to be spuri-
ous, and the advocates for annexa-
tion. Leing loth to rest their cause en-
tirely upon ‘taxable valuation.” which
some of them have confessad to
be the ‘“real advantage” which they
seekK, they now fall  back upon
the pretence, ‘“‘that better protection may
be given to the health conditions within
the present limits of the city of Rich-
mond, as well as the surrounding terri-
tory within the annexed distriet,”” a ten-
der  consideration they profess for our
health. Having failed to convince the
reason, they appeal to the imagination
of the people, and attempt to frighten
them into submission by  flaunting a
scarecrow, which the most cursory ex-
amination reveals as a counterfeit. Supf
pose the health conditions in Henrico ‘are
not better than they are in Richmond.
how can they be improved by better-
ments. which the city of Richmond is
unable to make? If United States statis-
tics are admitted 'as evidences, we have
nothing to fear from the health record.
Nor can they complain of our meeting
them upon ground of their own choosing:
but in doing so we wish to emphasize the
fact that Richmond is the aggressor,
and Henrico is in defence of her rights.

THE DEATH RATE.

According * to  government  statisties,
taken from reports for 101, there is no
city: in the United States as large as
Richmond, with so large a death rate per
thousand, except: New Orleans; there is
no city in the United States as large as
Richmond with so large a death rate per
thousand from typhoid-fever, except
Pittsburg and Allegheny, Pa., (practically
one city); there is no city in the United
States as large as Richmond with so
large a death rate per thousand from
~malaria, except New Orleans and Mem-
_phis. '
* Richmond’s gdeath

B

rate \per thousand

on the money actually received by the’

that now paid to the county (the differ- -

s

Memphis,
Dayton; three times as great ;
-St. Louls, Boston, Buffalo, Providence
Worcester, Syracuse, New Haven, Pater-
“son, Omaha, and Scranton; four times’as
great as that of New York, Chicago,

Rochester, Fall River, Lowell, Cambridge,
and St. Paul, and twelve times as great
as that of St. Jpseph, Mo.

~What is tho cauk! of this frightful

mond?
f*Africa,’”” bordering on Shockoe creek (an
open sewer). which lies between Rich-
mond and the most populous parts of
Henrico, and  which  Is ocecupied by
negroes, seems to have no such death-
rate from this cause. as is shown by
the fact that deaths from this disease in
Richmond. , are only about one-half as
great among the. blacks as among the
whites. And yet these negroes lack the
better sanitary surroundings enjoved by
the whites, many of them using Surface
ciosets and drinking well water, while
the whites, many of whom have every
advantage, die in® larger numbers from
this dread disease. Richmond’s experi-
ence in this particular is the reverse ot
most our southern cities, which goes to
prove that the negroes are not immunes.
It cannot be claimed that this dcath rate
is due to density of populstion, when tha
blacks are more thickly ruddled together
than the whites. Nor will it appear when
vou consider that Richmond has a popu-
lation of 24.1 per acre, while New Orleans.
with a larger death rate per thousand
from general causes and malaria, has a
population of 2.3 per acre. Pittsburg,
with a larger death rate from typhoid-
fever, has a population of 17.7 per acre,
and Memphis, with a death-rate fFom
malaria three times as great as any city
its size in the United States, has a popu-
lation of only 18 per acre. Upon the other
hand, Jersey City, Covington, Ky., and
Hoboken, N. J., with populations, respect-
ively, of 26.7, 28.7, and 98.3 per acre, all
have smaller death rates per 1,000 than
Richmond. with her.population of 24.1 per
acre. Besides, no pert of Riclimond ig¢
so densely populated as the thickly set-
tled portions of many of the large cities
above-named. But, for the sake of ar-
gument, admit that Richmond is toe
densely populated. can annexation secat-
ter her houses and relieve the situation?
We repeat the quesfion: What is the
cause of this frightful death-rate from
typhoid fever among the white people of
Richmond? Let Richmond answer, and
if she cannot, let her turn to the sci-
entific investigations of other places and
learn from them.
TYPHOID-FEVER.

The New York State Board of Health
says: “Typhoid-fever is contracted by
taking food or drink which contains liv-
ing germs of the disease. Heat destroys
their life, so cooked food does not carry
it. * * s * Tnfected water Iis the
chief medium for causing typhoid-fever.
Typhoid fever is a measure of the purity
of a water supply. * * * * (Cities
can command the quality of their water,
and the disease should practically dizap-
pear from them.” A fear sprnsibility
rests somewhere. The Massachusetts
State Board of Health says: ‘“The death-
rate from typhoid-fever in any large city
or community of people may be consid-
ered an index of the purity of the public
water supply.’” Massachusgetts  has
proven the truth of this statement by
reducing the average death rate from
typhoid-fever in her principal citles from
82 to .27 per 100.000 by purifying the
drinking water; and the experience of
Erzopean cities is in line with that of
M:¥%sachusetts.  Typhoid-fever epidemliecs
in wWashington, D. C., have been traced
directly to Cumberland. 18t miles above.

It is ridiculous for the annexationists
to attempt to fasten upon Henrico the
respongibility for the terrible death-rate
in Richmond. The people of Richmond
have a right to indulge a righteous indig-
notion and to demand a speedy Teckon-
ing: but let them proceed rizhtly in the
matter, place the responsibility where it
belongs, and be not deceived by the at-
tempt to make a scape-goat of Henrico.

Respectfully, JOHN C. EASLEY.

Why Lower the Tax?
(Fredericksburg Free Lance.)
Considerable has been said and writ-
ten of late concerning the proposed plan
of some members of the Constitutional
Convention, having in view the reduc-
tion of the tax rate of the State. The
Free Lance is in favor of-any plan hav-
ing for its object the running of the busi-
ness of the Commonwealth on the
most economic basis, but we seriously
doubt the advisability of this proposed
reduction in the tax rate. Now, to our
reason, for we are always willing to
give reasons for our doubts: In the first
place, we do not believe that matters
of taxation should be fixed for vears to

come by organic enactment. The con-
exist

ditions existing to-day will not
twenty-five or thirty years hence. They
wili either be better or worse. If the

former, then the tax ought to be lower;
if the latter, then the tax must of neces-
sity be higher. The whole taxation ques-
tion should be left with the Legislature.

Then, again, we do not believe there
is a demand for a reduction in our tax
rate. There is a demand that the State’s
money be sent more judiciously, and that
demand will be made just as much under
a lower tax rate as under the present
rate, should there be any reckless ex-
penditures. The people want something

for their money, and as long as they
are getting their money’s worth they
will never kick. They only kick now,

because they are not getting what be-
longs to them. £

<Then, we are considering the improve-
ment of our public schools and public
highways. Now, can these improvements
.be made without money. and how can
we get the money by reducing taxation?

If the members of the convention want
to please the people let them look well
after these things and hurry up with
their work. The new Constitution cannot
be popularized in any better way.

—_———————
Andrevw Jaekson’s Edueiation.

5 (Mobile Register.)

“0. K.” is said to have been originally
used by President Andrew Jackson as an
abbreviation of “all correct,” but that is
doubtless avp invention.—Richmond Dis-
pateh. The denial should be unaqualified.
Jackson's letters, even those of his ear
liest manhood, show that he had received
a good English education, as was to be
expected, considering his childhood sur-
roundings, his pious mother, his Scotch-
Irish descent. X
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Wood’s Seads.

Va. Second Crop
Seed Poiatoes.

These are the resul of growing
two crops in the simeé year, the
rst being plinied from select
Maine Seed Potatoes. and the zeed
selectedd froza this crop plaonted
again in Jfuly or Auvsust. They
net only make ineir ceop earlier,
but they also moake o Jarger vield
and muech surer ¢rop than daine
or Northern-grown Sced.

Our stoek 18 very superigrand we
alwvays ship in full-sized double-
head” barrels.”  Wood’s 1902 Je-
seriptive Catalogue gives very »Zn.
teresting information about Pota-
toes. Mailed upon request..

We have also iarge stocks of the
best MAINE and NORTHERN-
GROWN SEED. Write for special
Potato price-list.

T. W.Wood & Sons, Seadsmen,
RICHMOHD, VIRGIMIA. .
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A new Piano means a nev
member of vour household,
You will live withit for years
and if it is a cheap, shmld-.:
thing vou will tire of it. A
good reliable Piano will he
a source of comfert and con.
stant pleasure. It will not
get out: ot order easily.

Individuality is distinet in
any of these makes:

Steinway, Knabe,
Hardman, Kimbal,
Standard, Haines,

The use of these Pianos b+
Paderewski and other great
artists has not in any way
contributed to their great-
ness, but they have demon-
strated their greatness to an
intelligent constituency. No
artist can be great who does
not use a great piano in his
work ; and no piano is great
that is not recognized as
such by great artists,

THE REGINA MUSIC BCX

is seif-acting and automati
most complete mechanic
ance the world has ever
They play a repertoire of more th:
a thousand pieces to suitevery taste,
Price, from $19 upwards.

THE PIANOLA, 5\,

With the advent of the Pianola
a new era began in the history of
the Piano. To-day the Piano,
instead of representing a costl:
and sometimes a disappointing
investment, can. when amplificd
by the PIANOLA, become the
most fruitful source of pleasure
and entertainment it is possible
to introduce into the home.

Sold on monthly payments
when desired.

VISITORS WELCODMIE,

v

AN IDEAL TALKIHG MACHINE.

The Columbia Graphophone re-
produces with absolute fidelity th
performance of all the master worl
in musie, as well as all the topic
songs of the day. An endless varie
of new and up-to-date records.

Come and hear some of them,

WALTER D.

Largest and Oldest Music House in
the South,

{63 EAST BROAD STREET.

fe 23-Su, W&F3t

MOLER'S BARBER SCHOOL, NEW
YORIK CITY.
MORE STUDENTS WANTED,
weeks completes; wages Saturc
donated; diplomas awarded. Begin
ate in time for & mountai
ition for the ¢
furnished in
to earn fr
$ g home. Wr
catalogue explaining everytl
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The Alarm Failed

and

You Overslept Yourself,

This would not have been
the case if you had one of
our Alarm Clocks, not the
cheap, 75c. kind, which pos-
sibly vou get ‘one cut of a
hundred to keep time.

The name of our Clock is

J. T. Alien & Co.’s Special.

Price $1, and guaranteed to give
entire satisfaction.

If your watch does not Kkeep
time bring it to us; we will put i
in order and guarantee it to keep
time, at prices as low as is consis-
tent with GOOD, HONEST work.

Our Repair Department is the
largest in the city, and we employ
only the highest class of workmen.

All work iz under the personul
supervision of J. T, Allen.

Watoh Inspectors for Two Railroads
€. &0. and S. A L.

J. 1. Allen & Co.,

JEWELLERS,

i4th and Main Streets.
: @‘ﬂx:hﬂm -



