
REPORTOFFICIAL

ftTnSo^|iriqpm^Hteeg@e^^&q
S"tiae|reductiontt^^^^
'panville'SviH, accorcllng to the:Auditor[s:
"leUer, invohe a loss of $514,398,911, of{th^
revenue of the State, which, cm" kOUT^,

.Will havVto be,'coyered'in some .Avay.;j

£Wl tji^tlrnariving^anyiirxTotloutitJt^v?! 1Ijfasic|
Itße^Secr^teryjtpl^ead .\this ;letter,-fspsubat.-j
Jit-'rnay-^go'i into the report /of to-day'sj

|;\u25a0; The Secretary/ read as/follows:'
".. ."ComriibnAyealth*;of./Virginia, \u25a0\u25a0;..\u25a0

:rthe"'Ai;dit6f/ofPublic ;Accqurits./
:;/;':;;^i^Richmond, Va^FebV: 2^;l9o2;;';-
'?hon.-H.' Walton Moore, ,

' ~ '_. -
"Dear Sir:

"Replying to yours of this
f'date-

'
The /estimate' ;ofjlreceipts^'aniiu--/

;ally,/ made *by/me for.the!Finance/ Com^;
:mittees;.of':each":House:.of ;/the present;. General Assembly Av'as ?3,4,>1.045;4'J, and
;"the'estimate"of the^arinual/expendit/ures,:
jiftlie same sum*be jpaidfor pehsioris as
;.v/as 'paid last year Ayas/$3,213,365.53; .but
? -should*-^^ pensioners :^under; thejlast ;peh—
:siontqetbepaidthe pensions named in
Vthe
''
act?'iristead of the \u25a0sum; paid

'
them i'

lastiyear.V.Which Avas only -one-fifth :bf
';\u25a0pensions named in/the act.the estimate;,

was :$3,37G,548.53. The loss in.receipts
by aVreductidri.in the rate of'taxation .\u25a0/

'of 10 per cent, would be $514,195.99-/ :

:These estimates are based upon the,j
laws now in force.:' \u0084

"\u25a0 , '_' -: -
"Very trulyyours. .

•
\u25a0

' . MORTON MAKTE;-/
\u25a0

J 1*!?? Public \u25a0Acci^nt^ :
Mr. WITHERS: ;Ihave no objection

toVthat letter being printed as a part of J
the amendment with'the understanding

thatIdonot offer' it|because Ido not
think the letter, is correct as applied to

this resolution. /I think: it.embraces

more subjects than this proposed resolu-
tion erribraces^. - - ' .
;Mr.R. WALTON MOORE: Iwillsay

/thatIdid not desire to have this tacked
on "to the; amendment of the gentle-^
man from Danville, but merely to have
itprinted inthe day's' proceedings, for
the information of trie Committee /of

/the Whole. :
" '

/'.'j
./Mr.' FAIRFAX: Imove that /./the
Committee rise- v \u25a0 .

The motion was agreed to and :the
Committee rose. .. :"'."://

:"" The
'

President having resumed the
chair Mr.Ayers reported that t'n 3 Com-
mittee-of -the "-, Whole had .nad under
corisideraijon the matter referred to it;

;and/ha-1 made some progress, but had
come to no conclusion, thereo.l.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE: -/;

I -Mr. Thornton asked and obtained five
| days' leave of absence for Mr. P.
[Campbell, beginning to-morrow.

Mr. THOMAS.-H. BARNES: Imove
:we adjourn. ''["•\u25a0'•''

'
, . -'

The motion Avas agi
-
eeJ to and the

Convention (at 5:30 P; M.).adjourned
,until to-morrow, Wednesday, February

26th, 1902, at 10 o'clock AvM.-

|ti{a^aril^hlth^»;hax^|^^
Ithe-'L'egislature? oTmom arid%w hether-yqu,
fpasßlanfappropriatloiifblUoranot^wn^eM
!are:a^great;many^otliersiof/the isame, <^t.:?Foniristaricc^takeithe|subJcct|^i|^ i;Hhg^ji? rEonalgprop

i
erty.^ln^thJs|^e^t

ihaa 6oeen^.the?. custtfrn.^for nyears, ,s to«put

sintol?the«api>roprlationlbms3an|item^of
!sS^p?6pe&yyp whereas^UicSactual^costfofJtholwoVk^s^rora?sGo.o^to^maandI1I1hp

'.fl1rfcrence
"*between :;the iSJO.uWVc! -meSiSamourit^putfintoSthegappropria-

< tion^bin,^ and :UiereaKexpensepf^the ;item,
!is?paidcbut>by^thc^uoUtor^be^ube.the
law; saysUhe?e .commissioners iof^thenreve-
inue •shall \have/ a;certain;percGntage ;of.the
:assessments

-~ theyv have? made.f; as 2 compen-

sation. Itinnk; that is w-rong.^iThe-Leg-
islature meets;here -and :ievies taxes: to
be \u25a0 collected' for.' State purposes. ;At the
sariieStime'-itlundertakes^to^apprppriate
:money \torUhose \purposes? for,;two,years,-:
and itoughtvtosappropriatealbof ito,isot

a: dollar, oughts to -go :outt of the .public
treasury Sunless it\Is on a.;general _appro-
priation bili;or on:some rappropriation bill
passed at:statedinterval.*-.

'
:.':\u25a0:. *:v:v

'-\u25a0 Mr.':HATTON:; Would/it -not be neces-
sary, under :some Icircumstances ;at/least, '

to =make: the time longer/than two/ years??

..The General Assermbly isauthorized to sit
forisFly \u25a0 daysi and /only meets/ every<

two'v years, so that/an/ appropriation /bill/
passe-1-in the: first days of/one; Genera^
Assembly, providing for an \u25a0 appropriation, -
would 'expire ifithe appropriation bill sue-;
ceeQing it was passed" in trie latter days

ofithe:next 'General 'Assembly. /; It would
certainly be necessary, to-add /something
to the two years in order to -prevent\that.
hiatus. ;-\u25a0"-\u25a0 . .- .;".\u25a0.

-
:

Mr.'EGGLESTON: The General Assem-
bly :could extend the appropriation \u25a0; for.
ten days :if.necessai-j-- or .Jt/couldr' hurry

up/the appropriation" bills, which; would,

be the best thing;that;could happen,.; and
pass -them promptly at the; beginning;,of

tlie session instead ;of at the end of it. So
far /as the language of this amendment
is. concerned,/! have no objection to hav-
ing it"changed;but it-, does seem ;to/ riie
that . the

-
people /of this State . have ".the

right to know what it-costs therii to. run:

their S! r.te government, and' the only/wayJ
to find/it out is; to see to it,that each and
every

'
item shall be, put into

'

these appro-
priation bills.'\u25a0•'.'. ; ./

Mr. THOM:Why can vre not find out
from the Auditor's report? \u25a0 ,
/ Mr.;EGGLESTON: Try it.. " , ; >

'\u25a0•: Mr.' THOM: Does he not report. all that
he spends?

- -
t

Mi\ EGGL.ESTON: Yes, but he re-
ports itinsuch a way that you have got

to be an expert accountant to know
What it is.

-
. Mr. HATTON: Iwould suggest to
the gentleman; on behalf of the Com-
mittee, on Taxation; tliat he should i

change that to three years. AAre ap-
preciate the importance of what the
gentleman says and realizes that there \
is a goo"d deal of force iirit.:.: • \

Mr. R. AVALTON MOOR"E: Itmight
be framed so that the \u25a0\u25a0-. appropriation
bill would not continue longer than the
expiration; of: the next following ses-:
sion of the General Assembly!

Mr. EGGLESTON : -Ihave no ob-
jection to making any change along that
line and Iwill make the amendment!
read in this way: -

\
"And no .such appropriation shall be \u25a0

made payable more . than two- years,

after the.end of the session of the Gen-/,

era! Assembly; during which the law is ;
passed authorizing the same.

' . * /
Mr. THOM: AYhy should you. by

this Constitution, tie. the hands of the
Legislature .so that it cannot ;make an
appropriation? Why cannot that be
safely- left to the repfe'senttives of the
people^in the Legislature?

Mr.KEEZELL: lam in favor of the
amendment offered by the gentleman
from Charlotte because 'I;think .the

r
&p3ople have the right to know -what their
government costs them as a whole and
in each of its departments, tliey'"ought
to be able .each year, to take the appro-
priation,bill, as passed by the General
Assembly and know that it. contains
all of, the items "of costs of the/ dif-
fererit departments of the government.
Iknow that." under- present- conditions,
money is paid out that is not contained
in appropriation bills. .Ido not say it
is improperly paid out because Ido not
think it is. An act is passed and there
is attached to it a salary for an officer
or aii appropriation for carrying out the
act/ Some of these things are included
in the appropriation bill and some of
them are not. You cannot, by getting
the appropriation bills and making- an
xamination of them find all:of the items
of public expense. Iwill giveiyou an
illustration. During the time of. our.'

debt settlement there was provided, in
the oilice of the .treasurer of the Com- !
momvealth, what is known as a coupon i

clerk. There Avas a special act/creat-
ing this office and providing a salary

for.the clerk. Each year there was an {
appropriation :for the .salary of. the
treasurer and for the clerical force of
his office, and this coupon clerk was not
jincluded because he was paid under this
Ispecial!" act. Not until three or four

years; ago: Ayas .the coupon clerk ever
included in the appropriation bill and I
do not suppose there were; five men in

the General Assembly who knew.of the
fact that $t,200

%

or whatever amount
the salary was 'fixed at was paid out
to this clerk for clerical service in the
office of the treasurer. Iwillgive you

another instance. Ithink you. will find
somewhere in trie Code a provision ap-
propriating $2,000 for certain clerical
work in the executive department; I
understand that for a great many years
the General. Assembly thougV.t they

were making an appropriation sutficient
for clerical ser\ice in the_ executive -Je-
partment and that each year this $2,000

was divided up among those persons

whom the Legislature thought they were
already "sufficiently comi)ensating. That
continued" until the recent executive call-
*ed attentionito the'factand asked that
the -law be repealed, -.-which was doneat
a recent session of the Genei-al \u25a0\u25a0 Assem- \
bly. That $2,000 was not in-the iippro-,
priation bill.but . Avas" paid each year
arid, the gentlemen who Avere supposed

to be paid vn<ier/ the general appro-/
priatibn bill received it.. ;-

\u25a0 >
jsay that':Ithink, the people haA-e

the right to knoAV such facts as :these.
Itis '\u25a0 nothing more than right that all;

appropriations; and expenditures should
be shoAvn .on the appropriation bills, so
that any one -may:find out .the; entire
cost of each; one of the departmnets of
the gOA-erriment/in. any ,year -by an ex-
amination of the billappropriating the:
"public reA-enues for that year- /

Mr.. FAIRFAX::The committee willac-
cept .that/amendment. .
,The CHAIRMAN::The /question is on
the adoption;qfthe amendment 6ftered<by.
the/ gentleman, from /Charlotte .'(Mr. Eg-,
gleston). ;.: / ; ./, , ;.v.. ; ; .. (

ThCi arriendirient AA-as .adopted.

.\u25a0 The CHAIRMAN:./The Secretary will"
read section '20. /

;". The .Secretary read as, follows: . ;: ':
.'•Sec. 20. On the passage of'every act/

which; creates,": continues, or "revives a
debt ;or. charge, or..makes,'; continues, or
revives any \u25a0 appropriation^' of or,
trust .nioney,' or,property, or releases, dis-
charges .o. or /"cornmutes any. -claim or/dv-.'
mand of the State, the/vote 'shall; be'-'de-'".-
terrhined/.by yeas -and5 nays, //and' 'the
/names/ of 'the persons;: voting;.'for-

'
arid'

agairist-the same, shall :be^ entered /ori^the'
journals.of \u25a0the respective;; houses^ 'of.:' the
Gtneral "Assembly,;arid; a;majority\of -all
the members /elected to.each \u25a0.house "shall <

ibe/riecessafyto/give, it/the force of-a.law.'
And c\rery.^^l^w- A\rliich'imposes, continues.';
or/reyiyes a;tdx, shiillj;be;enacted'; in like'niaririer,; arid; shall; shMiiically.Sstate such
tax;/:and no law/,-shall-i.be ./construed ; as^
stating/siich /tax^specifically, Avheri ;it're-
quires a:reference /to any other, law/:or/any;
other tax."
;The' CHAIRMAN;- If\u25a0 ilierc are ,no

with regard '
to railroutl corjjorations.

'' •

I'-. JIr.'BROWN:/ Jf-it/did/liaye/th^efll
feet of-'tlVrowing down] the ]Jars,:.ltcould!
only throw them down to the/;extent*
'that the Legislature oC this' State "could;
\u25a0go, and' <36('5anyl>ody f'ex"pect: that the
"Legislature would go i.toHhe extent of,
buildinga public railroad?

Mr.;JIAAnLTOX:: Mr-/Chairman, I:
agree With. the gentleman from Albe-
marle. Ithink it is;very dangerous to

.make such an exception. The '-State of\u25a0

Virginia has been put to:an enormous
amount of trouble because of. the use
of /her/ funds and credit in connection
with such improvements. Itis unques-
tionably Hrue that it bej?an with'; the/
turnpike/ companies; but :it'^-makes no
difference AVhethcr you are going to
build-turnpikes through a company or

;bui!d ithem' directly"hy the: State-'I do

riotdoubt that certain works that have
been built by the city of "Richmond,

vroukl have been much less; expensive/

if tlfey had been built for them by, a
corporation. The State may undertake
to build roads, public county roads, in
diffeixint parts "of the State- But then

the question ./ would arise ;v%-here the
State money is goingto be put to build,

these roads. The people ought to build.
these roads in their;own localities. I
would have no objection to an amend-
ment reading that this was not to pre-;
vent the use of convicts in the peniten-
tiary upon the public roads to better
them, the same to be paid for by_ the
localities where they :are used, that it
should not forbid, the establishment of
the office of State 'Engineer, whose ad-
vice with respect to building county

roads might be taken; !but Ido not
think the funds of the State should be
used: for that purpose.

Itis no answer to say that you can-

not create a debt, under another section
that we have adopted, for.this purpose.
You "might create a debt under a section
prior to this to met a deficit in the
revenue and you mighthave an annual
deficit in the revenue caused by the

State undertaking to build a. county,

road somewhere.
/.-I think (the amendment is wrong in
principle, and Ihope it will.not be
adopted by the committee-

The CHAIRMAN:,The Secretary will
read the amendment. ;

The Secretary read as follows:
- '

In line 11', page 15, after the word
"frame" at the end. of Section IS insert
the words "but the word 'any work of

internal improvement' shall not be con-
strued to include the public roads of the
Commonwealth.' "-/;\

The amendment was rejected.

Mr. 33ARBOUR: Before we.leave that
section Iwish to call attention to a
very grave injustice which this provis-

ion willoccasion in my locality. There is
a provision here prohibiting any county,
city or town from subscribing to stock
of any company for the cpnstructon of a
railroad- At the last session of the
Legislature a billwas passed permitting
the counties of Culpeper and Rappa-

hannock to vote upon a subscription for
the erection of a railroad to run from
Ra])]iahannock county down to Freder-
icksburg. The: gentlemen interested in
that scheme which was purely a local
one. with no outside, capital interested
in it,have had surveys and estimates
made for the buildingof the road:.

"

Mr.-THOM:;"Is there any difference
between a case where^purely local _cap-
ital is interested and where outside cap-

ital is interested?
"Mr. BAT-'BOUR: None that Iknow

of. Iwant to say that these gentle-
men,have acted onthe faith of this act

of the General Assembly and they have
furnished this money for the purpose

of making the survey and having esj

timates made, and then expect to;have
had subscriptions ;to the stock l'roin.

these counties.
mV- MERREDITH: Have the coun-

ties yet made their subscriptions?
-

Mr. BARBOUR: Not' yet.

Mr. MEREDITH: /.You had' better
hurry up about it, then, and then it
will'be/iri the nature of a contract and

cannot be affected.'
Mr. BARBOUR: In the county of

Rappahannock the vote will be taken
on the old day of April. It/depends/on;
how Rappahannock goes on the ques-

tion as to what Culpeper ..will do- If
liapiJahahnock votes for it Culpeper

willprobably vote for it. Idonot think
it would be just to cut these people out
of the money they have invested in'this-
enterprise,- which is what it would mean
—just that much money thrown away
unless we can get the local people there
to ma?<e«up the deficit. Ihope the com-
mittee will be able to make some pro-

vision that will cover this case. It
\u25a0would certainly be a very great hard-
ship upon the people who are interested
in"this scheme to be cut up by the roots

in this manner.
The CHAIRMAN: Are there any other

amendments to this section?. If not the
Secretary will read section 19.

The Secretary read as follows: •

\u25a0 "Sec. 19. All taxes, licenses, and other
revenue of the State, shall be collected
by its proper ofiicers and_ paid into the
State treasury. No money shall be- paid

out of the State treasury except in pur-
surance of appropriations made by law;
and no appropriatiun shall be made for
the payment of any. debt or obligation

created in the name of the State of Vir-
ginia during the war between the
crate States and the. United States. Nor

shall any county, city or town, pay. any
debt or obligation created by such county,
city or town in aid of said war." « \u25a0

The CHAIRMAN: Are there any

amendments to section 19? ,
\u0084 :.

,':- Mr; /EGOLESTON: Mr. .Chairman, 1
warit to offer an amendment. to that sec-
tion, which rwill ask the

'
Secretary to

lead. ; \u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0' " ;-
\u25a0The Secretary read as follows:/' /

-
Add after, the word "law," in line 5,

section 19, the following: ;

;\u25a0 "And i'O such appropriations shall be
riiade which are payable niore than two
years, alter the; date of the law author-
;In'sjthe- same."
I Mr. EGGLESTON: The object of that
:a'.nendment is to require that .the riioneys
paid out /by the treasurer shall; beipaid

!out: under the provisions of .the regular,
appropriation bills:passed by each and
every section of the GeneraL Assembiy.

!That is .the. rule now, but there are '_ a
good • many

'
0f... these ..appropriations'

that; a:c paid from t year to / ye/iv,.
under /no • approprialion :, bill1

"
buc

urdor what ;is :.:s» i^lsS;
"
• ft/ \u25a0:/;permanent.

ap;vopriat:on. Ixeguiar/'appropnation
bills- are- passed over two years; but
there :are/ a -good niany \u25a0;\u25a0\u25a0 payments :made
out
'of\u25a0 the g public treasury, *Sunder, Awhat

are called "general bills, and they are.: paid
they, are inthe regular, appropria-

jtion;bills;for that purpose or. not.;
-
It

\u25a0 "-e.ems;to: ;me: that :this, is -a bad. principle."
Injthe! first /place,:o*oujiiever s knowiwhat

\u25a0the'
cost

'
of:running

-
the* State: government'

is. You\u25a0 cannot "-take *•!the :appropriation
bills and; teir,within;?loo,ooo What/ the/cost
!of running- the State rgovernment ;is.^*.Por
jinstance, '":if.'\u25a0you take ;\u25a0 such things tasithe
State rBoard of Health.. ->There is -a" law

;cireating :the' State Board of-Health, and
]mithat rlaw: is;a'arovi.siqn ;that,? annually.4
;the -\u25a0 iiresident :of^the aboard shall<be"al-jlowedj'.tofdraw:;out*forftho";necessary /ex-'
spensesj of theibourdJasumiaiot to-exceed
.^,000.: That is annual and 7ho cau draw

'But Iwant-,t'> fflve you :i concri^BßJflp
lustration of what Iw;-h to shoW,'and;io
emphasjze my argument against thfa

|t'ae'C6miTiiUee on
c'-Byihard^/übo-- and i>y stri'-t economy,

(denying^myself a. jrr<-j;i,t many things
:vrMch|lIthl'nkll{qught.}to':have had. ;aJcta-
fmtilatea 'a^lttlelinqney/-[arid put It'Into
a telephone company. The gentleman
ffroml^lbemarle/v; (>lr.

'
Koaz > by denying

himself roCjthings [perhaps Which he ought
•'tolhayeJhad, {anrl^by-strict /economy, hns
'accumulated a gomlijeal of money and
"put*ftjiiito/an appleVrchard in Alburnarle
courityS'Now; he Is;a' member. of the Lesr-

\u25a0islatureV/Heis; over/ there. in the Legisia-
turo ttaxing^myiVtelephorie company, r

1aril:not a
'
member ;of \u25a0t he L.egi3lature. j\<.

hasriot^ot now-:the/same power that thJ;i
Committee Jon Finance/is 'seeking to giv».
him^/bu t'\y'et*;'he/;has;/ been placlng very
burdensoirielrates on telephone "companies.
I^tTime ;f show -you how he taxes
telephone /companies. In ,the» grat
place/^he; -/put ";the- property tax
on them equal to..the property/tax on any
other ;prbpertjv//He /rriay think that they
are riot/assesse<if;at their 'full value. That
is the fault oC' the assessment. \l that Is
true, but, he puts the same rate of taxa-
tion on-.them that .is on aay /other prop-
erty. He;,has taxed / the interes t which r
have/in the telephone: company by taxing
its ;property -and everything it had. fj<.

then taxed .-my/'/money in the form of
stock, "which is double taxation. Not
satisfied with that he passed an act that
on/every^Coo telephones there should be a
tax of ")o;cents: between 600 and 1.000 tele-
phones there should.be a tax/of 7i> cents:
for -all telephones /over .1.00*) and under
2.000 there should be a tax of $1. and for
all over 2,000 there should be $1.50. Ha
had; already imposed double taxes before
that, taxes on the property and taxes on
the stock, arid he comes and violates all
rules of taxation aridundertakes to estah-
Hsh/an ascending scale instead o^ a des-
cending scale of taxation. And ,when I
talk to him about ithe just looks at ms
arid grunts. \u25a0 (Laughter.) ' :;.;.,

Mr. KEEZEDL.: May Iinterrupt the:
gentleman? /"

—
Mn-vv'YSOR: Certainly, sir.
Mr. KEEZELIi:Ithink if the p^ntte-

man had been presentbefore the Goner.nt
Assembly when the act for taxing tele-
phones was 'passed, he would find that
those telephone; companies are taxed ex-
actly as the telephone 'companies sugge«-
edj ahd just as they, asked to be taxed.
He would find that they, came before the
General Assembly and asked to have just

that kind of a tax put upon them, because
they knew that the law as it has been fnr
a great many years was that after the

receipts of a telephone, company
reach $15,000, they have to pay a trans-
mitter tax of $1.50, which they did not
have- to"pay under ?'15.000 -gross receipts.
They aid not want to pay that transmit-
ter tax. and they came in and asked that
this very scale the gentleman is com-
plaining of should be adopted by the Leg-
islature, and it was adopted. 50 cents on
COO/ telephones. 75 cents on I.ooo 'telephones,

and. $1; on 2.000 telephones, so that instead
of adopting: an ascending, scale, they
adopt a descending scale.

Mr. \u25a0WYSOR: rIhave different informa-
tion as to how the bill was passed or at
loast as to the motive for passing- it.Tlu-
gentleman says that all",the telej>h'»nf
;companies came before them and asked
for this tax, this descending seale

—
Isay

that it is an ascending scale and he says
that it is a descending scale, but that
makes no difference.' Our comp^my was
not in existence at the time, and there-
fore did not come before the Legislature,

if other telephone companies did come.
Xow,itdonfmatter much about that. lie
saysthese indepentlentcompanies all over
the State came and asked that. At th*>
time- there was not a single telephone
company in the State except the Bell
Company that had 600 phonos, not a. single
one. and theyknew that not a single ono
except" the Bell .would have to pay over
50 cents. on a. 'phone, and the idea seems
to/have been, "Here is a good chance t<»
get in under the^felt of tne Bell people."
and'the' Legislature said. "We -will,pass
that .-bill, because it won't hurt any of
the independent companies, and: it will
reach « the..Bell -people. Ltit:us reach th<3
Bell Company." :.Tluit-'is what -I-^under-
stand was done. 13 that a proper way to
tax. to establish an unjust :system nt
taxation for the purpose of reaching the
Bell? :vlf:vlfthe :Bell Telephone Company Ls
'doing: anything itought not to do. are; you
goingf"to come in and provide an unjust
system of taxation? Is itamatter of fact
that when that lawwas passed there wa.=»
not a telephone company. except the Bell
in the State that had 600 phones, and. they
knew they ..would not have to pay._for
more than 600. Alt telephone, companies
are trj'ins to have this unjust law amend-
ed
: Ijust want to show you what may
sometimes be, done. :even with an express
provision in:- the Constitution for equal
and 'uniform taxations They put the as-
cending "scale-on telephone companies

—
the gentleman fYoim Rockingham (Mr.
Kt-.ezell) says, it is 'a- descending scale:
let us see about that; 50* cents, 73 cents.
?!. $I.so—is that asrise?

Mr. KEKZELL: No. sir. Commence «c
$1.50 and go down an^ then it is descend-
ing. (Laughter.)

Mr. AVYSOR: Yes, but the system does
riot run that way. : -

Mr. KEEZELL: Yes 'it does. It has
been $I.5C' at all times, against telephones,
in "Virginia—-51. 50 on each transfnitter be-
fore that time arid the tax, goes down
from that.
Mr:'wTSOR: That is a straight tax.

UiTless it amounts to
1
"
confiscation or is

excessive, that would be all right, $1.50
on all 'phones. That''puts all the com-

•panies. on the same footing:, a tax of 50
cents per./'phone on all the companies
would put all of them:on the same foot-
ing, or $1?ori a 'phone would do so; bur
they not only, make a distinction in the

system of . taxation between telephone
companies and other companies and per-
sons, but they make a. distinction between
the telephone /companies themselves, i

want to show you what that; system, of
taxation will do. and What tnjustlce iv
might impose upon a company, .when
untrammelled and unlimited. Iwant to
show; youwhat; a distinction /they make

between telephone themselves.
They say a man who has 600 'phones shall

:pay 50 cents. Theysay a man who has
|1,100 'phones .shall pay $1, just double

what the man who has; 6oo pays. What
right have they to do that?/ That may b«
unconstitutional. What, right have they
to do that? They say 'the man who has
the 'most, "phones will make the most
money. How do they know: that? How do
they know.;that /he is /making th« most
money? The- man . who ha 3the smaller
number of phones, may ;be making -rha
most, money," .according- to the locality,
according to: the circumstances that, stir-
round him. accordinij to the manner in
Which he; mar.ages his bus>nesi>.

tX6w they have taxed our telephone cona-
panie*s/ that .way. .What do they know
about our company? How much do w<%
make?'- Why tax us in that way? Why
not tax our -property according to value?
How muchhave we made?

'
Mr. Boa;: don't

know. '"AYe are not makings unreasonixbli
rhniges. AYe have just bee:i sei-viag'^the
;public.: Yet. when Italk to my friend
Boai: about this matter/ he Just |looks at
me and grunts. ..(Laughter.) :.;

V Now,Isay ought, there not.be some lim-
itation-qnrtHe'Legislature? :Ought we. noj
impress itwith the idea that luxation
should be ;f«iual;and uniform? Iwould
:like.';to;have,.-power;;io;tax the ayyle or-
chard .of '\u25a0the:gensJema n ;

from \u25a0Albeniarie :<-
little:;whilc. .1 beHcye Iwould be moru
-just:to him:than the present law is to tcle-
;phone.Tcompanie3." I.happened to be look-
ins'./through Uheiagrtculturul report, mid I

'•"foimdJ.a picturtvbr. his.orchard nnd of him-
self,in it.^rt/is a:beautiful piotur^-ilmean

Jthe; picture Jof /the"orchard; (Laughter.)
.The^KeutJernan'spfctu/e is right at the cr-
.chard."-It ;is;a good:;picture :ofillr.Vßoa-;.
too.^'l;can>see.hls -little;=soa tea right on
hit*chin:" ./(Laughter.)/; Xc>w. listen: At iba

;foqt^'6f}theipicture<t3fWritteij.^*;A fainoiw
pippin' orchard :in".Mbomarle

'
county, con-

/taining^ToO trees: iiu:the -last tlvo
.years: '••,thoipropyrty: "of Hon.' "AVilllam H.
'Boaz."/";:"/:.^'^^:-:- .\u25a0;\u25a0)-:\u25a0\u25a0/: /; "-/\u25a0.-. ;-V;.;:-/;-V ;.;:-/- • \u25a0•\u25a0"\u25a0
;-AVhyfdldn't^he: put:that; asceridlnj scale
on:that orchard? (Lalighter.)|Kvery Urn«
:he7seHs l.OWbushel.s ofJapples. say thi>>"
"iShould ';5be ss free."3 and''<Xh«n 55 Iho1ho ;next IM^
'charge^ S!.sd.y on"the .;;Hrat^thousand $3. on
Jth&;next >thousand: Sio;fand fso on;:•raising
-;thef scale sonS ©very.1thousand ibushels oC
apples he sells.- WouMjheflilse ithatisya-
V * --\u25a0."- --^.-;:-\u25a0 "- :. -;\u25a0\u25a0-'\u25a0.\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0----' '\u25a0.-_..-^.,-- .—-:~-t '^., ....--T-;

(COXTIMKD O.V IVV«ES>o

Ihnt thai o»:g)it to bo taxtrd- AVc all
SjciKW^that the:pcnJtcntJary; \u25a0.is{;support-
|'«?ds by its: output of- manufactures,- and- Jt

Icornosiri'comnetltionwith a/great many

llM>oi>lC.:v-:;;: \u25a0 .':..-:.
'

'V ?\u25a0\u25a0 '\u25a0 '\u25a0'*'\u25a0\u25a0-" \u25a0"'.':''' ••""'=,--
N«:air:"HAMILTOX:;But that 5s j;ot taxed.
gKllr;AIKUKDITJI::l:knpw,\but if tluit is

\u25a0 nUowodSiO como^ In comU|Otition;with free
Sjnl)or, with the buslnoss; interests: of. the
S Stale,/ '•surely:, wo ought -to fallow: similar
S opportunities to- those educational Instltu-
fslions: These boys are being;taught along

wJllrbc orrjrreatupc to tnemjln
fihe future^ iliatwrillbe of as mucli^se to
»-motit' of them as ,their/academic education.
r^%V«-ought .to encourage them. .I!can name
S«;';Slatc institution which would.j>e very

aflfectod / Ijy thss ,-amendment— the
niaurel "Reformatory. They have a con-
i-nract, orarc arranging: for it,with men in
SjCeWiTork for making all. their shirts; and
%it&it? is arranged,- . tbey,

'
may get a

-
good

yxo'vdiue.- To roruse to allow such an .insu-
itotionto sell. the little articles Us inmates
fi-make would be a hardship. 1do not mean
vxhal the men connected wilhit ought to be
Sjfillowed "to manufacture for proutwithout
'CSifcinp taxed; Irat the articles made b.v"%be
?Btudoiits ougrlit iiol,t»bC;taxed. Itwould
Hwlonly deprive them of a source of reve-

but 'would- impair, their capital. .Ihe
f-ihings they make would b« dead; capital.
'Because if. thuy invest thoir money in
;-manufacturing these-arUcles, and, yet b<i

*)Ot allowed to sell their products, they
\u25a0 ioso their capital because/ they cannot sell.

Now. if this amendment is to:apply; to
I">r<lucational institutions; .which are run as
•yiiothods of Is it possible that we
.nr.jjroijv? to refuse to allow them to sell
Hie little ,-irtlc)'*mndein, those Instltu-
ftioris, not. tor the mere purpose! of.selling.

liVulfor the purpose of instruction, and, for
rThc purpose of reimbursing them for the
f-moiiey-;\u25a0 expended. :-.-• 1 respectfully submit
Hwfthat should notbe done. ' - -.. •-\u25a0

Mr.TURNBULU: I.want to say that I
pill withdraw my:amendment

-
for the

3>n'i<ent. so that Ican considf;!" the matter
•with tho:commlltce.. Ihave not; had an
;opjiortunity to put the language m the
ISfliapg in wHichIthink it ousht to be. It
•was done hastily with:the assistance of a
\u25a0friend: and Iwould ,like,to Ket the views
of the members of thy/ committee in re-

iferara to it.
-

\u25a0
\u25a0 • . ,

•The CHAIRMAN: The amendment oi

Hie gentleman from" Brunswick -is tem-
3>orarily withdrawn. The Secretary will

read tho next soction. .. .. _
Jin WITHERS: Mr. Chairman, if I

jr.iiylw.permitted. Iwish 1o say thatIwas
\u25a0 «oihgto offer the amendment;Isuggested
to tiic committee, but the adoption ofEiil)-

r*f*cUon f precluded the offering of that
amendment. Since that time Iam satis-
riou that the two amendments Ihad in view

might open the door. to.what the commit-
;left w;mts to avoid. J say frankly that ,I
\u25a0\u25a0s-eo '7io way of protecting the throe orders
7 wlsheS to protect. 1 say this because I
Vio not want to be understood as clang-
wahging. '»r claptrapping this morning

-invlii'ir1 spoke of the good these associa-
tions do. 1am satisfied that there is noth-
:Ing that roouiros the ottering of them."" Mr.

-
IJAKBOUR:. Ipropose to amend

sociion 16 by striking out the word "shall.
inline 2, and inserting in place thereof the
.^•ords""may. sin the discretion of the. Gen-
eral Assembly, be <?xe,mpted"-^ohangmg
ihe word "oxrmpt" to "exempted/

;,Jr. lIA2vj7L,TON:Mr. Chairman.. lmake
ilie point of order that a motion to strike
thai out is not proper. It is too late to
«:ii!'er amondinonts of that sort.

mt. BAREOUR: Isimply..wish to call
'the attention of the committee to the ef-
&ect of this amendment, and Ihope very
/much the -committee may see proper to
weeopt it."The effect of the provision as it
Htands at present makes all these nxemp-

:'jions' mandatory, and. ifis very possible.
:is pointed out on the floor hore. that nu-
merous abuses may grow up under the
.exemption, owinc to the construcvion -of
the genorallanguag^. Under the amended
Jangua-re. ifthose abusps do grow up. they

be limited by th<> Gehgral Assembly.
;3f we change that word from its manda-
tory to its permissive character, the I^eg-

Jslature would.no^be^able to extend these
•exemptions any firither than they are ex-
pended here, -but it would permit the Leg-

to control these exemptions and
>nake them conform to the varying eon-
utructions that may be put upon them by
.Ihe" courts. sd::is uvVrarry °ut theoriginal
sntenlion of tlie Convention. T- hope the
Committee riiay see-lit to accent this
Hmendment.''

Mr. MEREDITH::Mr. Chnirman. Iwill
nsk . the gentleman not to press, that
Amendment at present. Tt is a matterthat.
rl'eserves some consideration of course, but
StTiere willbe. perhaps, a very serious diffi-
V.ulty. in regard to it. It has boon called
to my attention by my friend from Fair-.
Tax. Ifyou willlook on pape 12. about line
IT>2.' you will- sec that, as to libraries and j
.educational institutions.. there are exempt-
'rd such fld!tional adiao.cnt lands owned by
6uch libraries and oducational institutionalJ"RB;may be reasonably "necessary for. Hip!
convenient UFe" of such institutions. .11:
'""would throw into tho hands of the T>egis- I
lature, instead of thevcourts. the construe-
jlion of thnt language.' T think we. had ;
:;better consider what' would be the elYeot of'
iJthe: amendment as.tqother sections, and
"not: go on with the amendment now, but
cllow^it-to' come: up in Convention. Ton
can give notice now that you will,bring
(the amendment, up in Convention.

;;V Mr. BARBOUR: Ifthe committee will
:Sr'msider the matter, Iam perfectly willing
:/"ivith:that understanding to withdraw the

\u25a0 l&mendment.
'The CHATRMAX: If tliere are no fur-
:HJier amenaments, the Secretary will read
j "Bection 1~.

'

? .The Secretary read ;is follows:
'. :v."Sec. ]". No debt shall be contracted by

Jhis State except- to meet casual deiicits
lithe revenue -to redeem "aprevious liabil-

ity-of the State, to suppress insurrection,
s "repel invasion, or defend: the State in time
/of.war. No scrip, certificate, or. other evi-'
\u25a0/idence of State indebtedness shall be issued
\u25a0«xcopt for the transfer or.redemption of
r*tock previously issued; or for such debts
tis are expressly authorized in this Con-

r*titution;" .
; The CHAIRMAN: Are there nnyamend-
:Viipnts to section 37? Jf not, the Secretary
:">*ill.read section IS.

'.. '
;\u25a0 The Secretary read as follows: "•-. "Sec; IS. The credit of the; Stater or of."nny county, city, or town, . shall not be,

\u25a0 ilirectlyor indirectly, under, any device or
/\u25a0pretense whatsoever, granted; to;or.in aid
iof/any person.' association,; or corporation;
:':3ior shall the State, or any oounty, city, or
?;..town' subscribe to or become interested in
/i'the;stock or obligations :of;any company,
SVissqciatiqn, or "corporation, f«.>r the pur-
t/jiose.'" of /niuing in the construction or
'"mainterianc^ of its works: nor shall the
/State become a party to or become inter-
ested, in any work of internal' improve-

frnent,? nor engaged in carrying on any
/;such?.work;/ nor assume any indebtedness
:-. of-any.-, county, city,; or town, nor lend its

to the same."
\u25a0'.?<.. Mr. BRO\VN: Mr. Chairman. Idesire
/lo offer the followingamendment, ;'io go in
jjat;the end of this section:"

-"But' the words 'any work of internal
J Smprovement*. shall. not be construed loin-
fclude:. the iiublic roads of the Common-
/-wealth:' 1';1

'; ;: '
i

'" . • -
H< I;'understood from-the committee that
iii.c;idea, is- that those, words did not'in-
clude publicroads. , /ff;j:'Mr;.BOAZ:'; Ithink that amendment is

The: members of.the Con-
Ivontion- will recall, the case of our public
&qebt,lwhlch/g_rew, up Just: in;.this way. It

with turnpikes,. arid then went
RvmJto canals and then to the construction
Sr>f.railroads. This 'ik just a;recurrence to

Tsame-ci* ditions. We have gotten into
intolerably good shape "now. and are looking
-^iarqund- for somewhere to put the little
jmdney :that, we have, and the _/irst. thing
kiive :know we will'have a gi-eat big debt
ipilediup onus; . . : ;. -, '\u25a0:

1

BROWN: \ Tdo not think the objec-
Sticng/raisedby the gentleman from/Albe-
"'/marle/are necessarily tenable here". .' be-
§'i;ause",;in section 37 tliere is a direct irihibi-
«lion::against:any/debt being. contracted ;for
f.tiny;purposes, except: as specified-. in

'
sec-

,^:"|Jon v 18.'\u25a0:*- There, is a prohibition.\u25a0\u25a0 exjjressly,< jigalnst;the:Siule landing;itself to the aid
Spfcany.; corporation:: I-:understood that it
Was the opinion of the. lawyers on the
ij/committee:that the; words "internal, im-
i:j>royements".'. <^Jd- not' include: the public
broads; of/the State, and. if there is -any
Idoubt- about it, it seems -to me- that 5 this
Ibody/'ought to sc;t; tliat doubt: at rest by
tSKayingthat. the words; ."any work of in-
Itflfnal?. improvement'-*;, shall- not be con-
Krstruea^ to •-.include public roads Aofi;the

It seems to \u25a0inc. to Ije"de-
|*Birable that: the Stated shouidibe; in a po-
Sfsitloni to. jjive;:some, ald.S;Jn,: tills-*matter;
:^lffthink \the' reason; "given;by;tlie':gentle-
iijnanvlJ'om Allc-ghanyri<Mr./Boaz)" ;for.-re^
Viiusirig ;.to-- ador>t l.this*,4 amendment ''is./ the
jg«trqnße«t: reason, thatrcould* be-i given- for."its-adoption. ,* \ ;: \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 '-,'\u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0' ;li:-;:.r'lMr.-WH..bIAI\IfAVANDERSON^I^wouidSfeJlke ;to;aski the :jjentleman ]if«helhas Hcare-
.^iuHy^ considered /i the; language of>; this

\u25a0Iv'knowi'of.:: >)üblic;.'cbuiity t

fe|,rtia<lstSn: Virelnla; \u25a0 but ldb 'not -know: of
||i»ny^ public? Stat**.1road-.in*-.Virginia?^unless
Sgif/iB; the, railroads, jandi thel railroads "are
ptreated und«;r itho? corpora ton" article Whs
i§|pubiic.-hiKhway«:i If amendments Isthrow,; down' tho /,bars

;

will road section 21. . ,
L The SeVrt-tnry:read:as:foUowsr,.; .-:•.-\u25a0\u25a0

"Sit. 21. The Gcneraif
;

Assembly,iOf ;;-,\»r-;

:a' fainking:fund :;/iri^"iiccordance;iW>>h?^?iIprovliionsTbf \sec tldri,10;: of laniact ;ofitne^
'Geriefalf Asieirii^y.. of;-Vlrglniarlapproj-ed,

;20,f 3 592/ /entitletli;-'inJ act? toJprq^

?ofg/Virgiriia^not/:funded g.iinder..i: the t;.pro--
A-Isibris Vof^ri//act%entitled anVact svtOias-
fcortain::and/^declare

"equitable.-
'sh^f676f;;th^Vd^tVcreatea;blefore^and;act:

;lhc'/time- ofithe /-partly
tion of:.-liiir.7ter ritoryj'and;resqlu'rce?." Jl?.4 "A0.- j
provide for tlieissuance' of bonds covering ;:
;the^sa"meV;;arid*the| rregular/^£^|pro^
payment of;the 'interest >thereon~.appr.Qy.ed:
February H./ZlSS^VSEvery^law./: hereafter
enacted -l/y the iGc'rierar'Assembly,: c.re? t"

in&^ ajdebt;:or";'autri6rizingf:a/l6an, r;'shall;
provide ffor;the; creati6n?faud: mairitenance \u25a0

of:a;> sinking;furid?for. the/payments or/re-:
derription^ of:the 'same." .

S'tliere' 2are':; iio

amendment^/^
willrehdisectlon 22." /. --r . , ; /\J

Trie "Secretary read ;as follows: • :• |
v:VSec.\'tll'•'The "\u25a0 .-General;- Assembly/ shall
;provide i:by:ilaw for,;adjusting ;with'/the;
:State of .West lyirginia/ the :;proportion-. of.
the public;debt /of-yixginia:-pFop'er> to ,;be" •

borne by the :StateV of Virginia and West ;
•Virginia, :and eshall^provideV; that wsuch •.
suria- as -shall /beU'eceived /from ..West;:Virr
ginia- shall be/ applied/ to.the: payment; of

the public-debtlor'-'the';State." :;:~ ..-i, .';-;
, ..The C.CHAIRMAN:;:;\u25a0 Ifithere ;are /no
aniei:dments ;to) section :22 the Secretary.

will.read section 23. . >

T?ie Secretary.; read 1:as -follows:
v -i

v.''Seo; /20. So \u25a0 other or. greater. .amount
of-tax' or revenue- shall, at any time,; be
leyied.than maybe required for the neces-
sary expenses of.'.the' government, or.'-to.
pay the

'
existing indebtedness ;of the

.suite."'
-

\u25a0 \u25a0-•-'\u25a0. '"\u25a0\u25a0 -\u25a0\u25a0.'\u25a0'
:-Mr. WITHERS: -I desire to -offer,

this ,as an -independent' section- .. rdo
not desire :to disciias.it. Iwould/rather
have the committee consider whether or

not they will adopt it and letit.be set-
tled once for all by the Convention./ It
can" be disposed of in a very short time.;.

The CHAIRMAN:The \u0084 Secretary will
report the amendment.

The Secretary: read as follows: . v
; Sec.' 24.. .On all tracts of land and lots
and: the improvements thereon, and all
personal property, .-.,. choses in action,
moneys, credit and capital, not\u25a0 exempt
from,taxation by /the provisions of this
article, there shall*,be a tax of.20 cents
en every hundred dollars of the assessed
value: thereof, :the ,proceeds of .which;

stialLbe applied to /the support of the
government, and a further tax of ten

cents on everyx hundred dollars.; of the
assessed value thereof, which shall be
applied to the support of the public'' free
school of the -State, provided that after
the Ist day of 'January, 1907, the / tax
rate upon. such real and personal prop-
erty, choses in action, moneys, credits,

and/capital for the support of.the gov-

ernment and for/public free school pur-
poses shall be such as may be prescrib-
ed by law.: ,

- '
. ;.

Mr." WITHERS:Iwant to say, Mr.
Chairman, that this': section is practi-
cally self-explanatory, and that I/de-'
serve no credit for - the resolution-, as
several gentlemen have been in consul-
tation about it.- v ./\u25a0 .

Mr. KEEZELL: Will you allow me
to make a suggestion? ... . -

- Mr. WITHERS;' Yes, sir- /•
Mr.KE'EZELL: You .will/findthat if

the tax rate is reduced inaccordance with
the 'article which

'
you propose,

'
you will

either, have to •reduce;:the :State appro-
priation for-schools' or you willhave to-
increase your rate of tax. You willfind
that your twenty cents, willprobably
be riiore; than' enough for governmental
purposes, .but."that"the -ten cent ui-ate
would be less than is needed for the
public free schools. \ . / /'-'\u25a0;\u25a0'\u25a0.-"..\u25a0\u25a0

\u25a0Mr.' .WITHERS: My estimate, was
that this rate would 'provide for

-
that

very emergency. :The .gentleman from
.Fairfax (Mr- Moore) has/ a ''statement
from

'
the Auditor himself, I.believe, \u25a0

which deals with the increased and/the
unincreased v apporpriations. The rea-
son I.offer this is-that if this Conven-
tion has done the work itbelieves it has
done, it has reduceo. the expenses of
the government.

-
The result'of this and

other
'
reports has been :.to increase the :

\u25a0income from various properties of the
State. Ifthe Convention has': done the
work it believes it;has. done I/believe
that the people of the State are entitled
to the- benefit of the reduction, and/that
for four years and maybe evenfor eight
years, it is perfectly safe; to"m'ak*e'th"e~f¥~
duction therein specifled.without in any
way affecting the appropriations for
schools, public /institutions, hos-
pitals, etc.. At the. same time
it will . give'; to> '-the -/citizens,
of the State'; the. benefit of' the work
of this Convention. Imerely "make this
suggestion to prevent*: taking^up the
time of the committee' ~l"think it/would
be wise to permit 'this section" to be
printed, and then such. criticisms as are
desired can then be made upon it,and
the whole subject; can be ; settled in
Convention without discussing the sub-
ject twice.. - -

--r~ ":!*""••\u25a0 T,z:"XT**:
.'. Mi-.;ROBERTSON:;. The suggestion
which' the gentleman /"makes, with..ref-
erence to printing this article seems' to
me to be a very good-one.' Ido.not
know: of any' more "important /subject
connected with this tax matter than the
one Which lie has raised by this resolu-
tion. There

I"
are very.few members here,

now, and Iwould be glad if the matter
'

could be laid'dver.'
Mr. WITHERS: Ido not ask to have

it' laid over except for-the purpose of
having it printed, i.o that we can settle

ihe matter, in.Convention-
'
Ithink one

disucssion. will disclose Whether this is
an error or not, and whether this reduc-
tion can

f be made With safety br:not.
Isuggested printing itmerely because
Ithought perhaps; the objection made /by

the gentleman from Riekingham could
be removed by amending the ;phrase-
ology.

-
,^ , -.-..: \u25a0/'\u25a0;' ,

;:Mr.
_ROBERTSON: /-. Ido not think

,the •\u25a0printing of.it is a- matter- of any
great importance, because it-• will be
printed in - the '^official -report/ of the
proceedings to-day. - , .

Mr. "WITHERS:;•' My suggestion was,
Mr. Chairman, /made only in/ the hope

that the committee might hear/ me for ]
a moment on this- to-day, and that/it j
might/. then -be

'
printed.. '

I:would then
"

offer it and "some Jof the. other gentlemen
who favor it would offer it'in.Conven-
tion. Most of the credit for "this matter

is due. to the gentleman from' Lynch,
burg (Mr;,Glass)^: and Ihayeino.' desire
to take;it vfrorivhim.; ;:He;is unavoidably Jabsent! /Itherefore s offer,.:it,, and;sug-
gest that itbe \u25a0printed/ arid that ittthen./
come up.as. aii.independent section, ;in.
Cdnventidrii'wheriv" the" /discussion /will:
settle the matter. ":-..
•:: Mr.'\u25a0\u25a0• R. WALTONVMOORE:'-. 'l/sup-;
pose .-.that will.,be.; _tak'en;.;as;-;thel'under-'.
standing of the';Committee;;.; Ij-think/.it":
would be Av'ell:to;p'rint;:afong:with'it/the}
section :bfte'red \u25a0•]by;;the 5 gentleman" froraf-
Danville- (Mr.:Withers) ", a.'/letter:;fi-prn;
the Auditor "of Public TAccourite,Vwliich:
contains^a: statement jbearirigjupon^ this \u25a0

(iuestibn^^iiti^atjng^th^titherpro^^
sition would;b'f:riiade-toTreduce ftti_e;ta's- ?i:
rate, icomrnjunicatecl with/the A\iditor,;
and 1have- here' a 'letter written by \u25a0

hirri;yesterdjay;^which/contairis"sbme in-/
formation-; that "the*"Committee:; of j.the.;

\Vhble 'and? the/^onv^tion^^U'v^ob/5
ably desire -to^have". tin's letter

That|lsSn6tJa?faet;'sThe3poor|people^r,JassmuchßittS^theSrlclilpeople^y;buttit^S;
fhafderiforstheni?r/to|puyf ;thelr4taxesahanfit3lssfor3the^rlchSslfharelto|srin(lsana
Isweata andS economize StoSpay/jniJ'"- fcJa?*;f'-
tDoes *4Mr.lßocke£ellef!4 mind gPayinSf™s
itaxes?^Does>Mr.^.yanderbiltSni!ntl^payJns
ihlsltaxesrijTheyfcah^pay/.thelritasesiana,
|rfve?milli6n3iofulonaraltolpubUc?llbrarie»
?and?(charitle6^fl So^then^lfsay-^aU ;

-
men

'shdul(sibe"itaxedsat;an-i"eciuat*raUo^sOitliat
feverySmah^-willigeontribute^iifSPPSSible^
;equallyito \ the:support (of?thei governmen i.\.. LT£,you-rWerettoaeave]the-L/egislature'absoLT£,you-rWerettoaeave]the-L/egislature'abso-
IlutelyifreelinIthe ima ttcrrs and;leave]iUun-
ilimited^itlwould^seeVitoJbrins^boutjjUSt
<;such ?a §system £of«W.ta tionJus $ that:
?iust :ibodies?;wo«ltli:u:-.'ilertake ;to,ao that.
:Whjvthen;"put!in:\u25a0 thelnew:Constitution ia
rprovisionrtliiittheymay tiiXjpropertyiun-
equallyT^Taxation.iunder the;present,Oon-
;stitutlon,riwith;a?provisiqn :in itifortequai
iand;unifonnitaxation;7is'moreTor>lessi»in-
equaL?We;have aprovisioniinithe present
:Consttuti6n; :,andlals6. in;the 'report ;of;the
/committee,"; thaHproperty,:^ that t;.be,

?reached* :according to;valuelmtistmie
\u25a0rcached ;by'aisystem :"oflicense- taxes. -But
still'-the- principles-pervades the lawjtnat.

taxationumust-be equal andjuniform;; So.

•I*!-thinky'that ;it devolves ;upon; \u25a0 thercom-
mittee when': it.undertakes f/to' change Ia
proposition :that has :been in our funua-
mentalplaw for';

ihalC;a-;century, to show
some reason? for. it.-to show .why. tnat
:change: should' be made.r>You;cannot get a
member of the Committee; on ,to
deny the proposition thatitaxatlon should
be equal' and -uniform. If'Ithey wantsto
sustain that report;:theyimust do Iton the
;groundL that the provisions of the. report
will

'
leave .the \u25a0 -Legislature iunhampered,

•and s that under.^such a provision^ it can
arrive nearer to;equality and untormity.
They be^required to/ sustain that
prbpsition in order! to carry.it before the
body properly." They provide in their re-
port that there must beunformity. accord-
ing to classes ;that is.-.' that you may tax
one class of property ifyou choose, to do
it. hiirher, than^ another class. Itprovides,
tliat^you may do that. If they want to
bring, about uniformity and equality: by

such a system as -that, it is for 'them to
show it. The provisioid on its face; shows
thatit is intended tobring.about inequal-
ity. The-purpose of the commission. is. to
tax some classes hgher. than ititaxes oth-

•ersi Isay it is an unjust system of taxa-
tion,.if you -give" the ,right to tax my
sheep any more than /you tax another
man's cattle. Itiis unjust ifyou give the
right to tax telephone or /telegraph com-,

panics any more than you tax the farmer,

according to ratio. What right have you
to do it? IfIput SIO.COOMn -a. telephone
company,- that:is $10,000; ifa farmer puts
$10,0<JO in a farm, that is $10,000. That is all

! there is to it..My telephone system may
!be worth more than .the sum of SlO.OOli. j
!Well,:let them make a proper assessment
and then tax us at-the,same ratio, and
there willbe equality. But $10,000 is 510.000.-
and that is all "there is in it. IfIhave
$10,000 and thegentleman from Rockbridge
(Mr. Anderson) has ?10,OCO, why, you must
tax each ;of us alike. He may have the
power to-make more money out of his
$10,000. He may be a more discreet man
than I.'He may;be a wiser man than I.
Ten thousand dollars in his hands may
have greater potentiality than §10,000 in
my hands, but he is entitled to that. .That
belongs to him. You have no.right to tax
his:Venergy . and- his mentality. So. >the

'Whole proposition here, then, is: "Shall
we leave to the Legislature the -right, to
make distinctions in; imposing taxes?"
That is- the proposition.. If you do not
limit the in the -Constitution
by some provision, it has unlimited power
to tax; itcan tax just as far as the neces-
sities of the: government require. There
is no limit to its power at all. except when
it goes beyond taxation and gets to the
pomt'-of:confiscation. That is the only
iimit.-You cannot confiscate a'man's prop-
erty." Thatis contrary to the fundamental
principles -of Republican, government. It
cannot- take his property bodilyand apply
it to imblic uses, but it can tax it to any
extent, so long as it stays within the'defi-:
nition of taxation and dose not trench
upon confiscation. Now, the point is, shall
We give to the Legislature unlimited power
to do that? Itis time that this provision
does confine it.to a rule of uniformity, so
far. as: different classes are concerned. I
do not want to-be understood as meaning
that Iam unwillingto trust the Legisla-
ture. You might search the records there
from beginning to.end of the meetings. of
the Convention,, and you would not find a
single ylace .where Ihave: said -anything,
derogatory of the Legislature. It.is true,

the other day.Idid ..vote;. against return-
ing,our thanks. to the House of Delegates,
but that !was because ;i;thought Conven-
tion had. asked the Houseof, Delegates for.
its cloak, and Ithought :it.was. its duty,
then, as the Bible:enjoins, to give its coat
also. I-did not come here/ to bury:the
Legislature. £ :leave that to;the gentle-
men who- favor qiiadrenniaK sessions. I'
came here to praise the Legif?lature.When
you undertake to bury people, it is a two-
sided game. IfIundertook.. to bury the
Legislature, it might bury me. (Laugh-,
ter.) '..

" yl*
Now, many gentlemen of the Conven-

tion *.exhausted themselves yesterday in
praising the churches. ..lwanted, to,-but
Icould riot get in,a word of praise, I
coulu. not edge -a word of praise edge-
ways. Icome here to praise the Legisla-

ture. Iwant; to praise the_ churches too.
Idid not get a chance yesterday. Ibe-
lieve in the churches. /'Why, Ilove the
churches/; Ilove .all .the Young Men's
Christian" Associations and all of these
cliaritable institutions. Iwant them 'all
to;know that Iam going to stand by
them;and some of these days -itmight
be 'that Iwould want some of them to
stand by me. (Laughter.)

Now,Isay the Legislature is one of the.
greatest-representative bodies on earth.
Ithas furnished a great many.; great men
to this country. Ilike'the present Legis-
lature. They are a set of noble men. They
are' able; they are eloquent: they are pa-
triotic men. In some respects they, are
much smarter men than the men in 'this
body, though this body is said to be one
of the greatest bodies upon the face, of
the earth. (Laughter.) Whenever this
body seeks to take a recess for.any length
of time, it discusses for along time as
to whether, itWill adjourn with:pay or
without pay. Wheil the Legislature

wants to adjourn for two months, it simp-

lydoes so and takes the pay during all
-iat time and says nothing about '\u25a0\u25a0 it.
(Laughter.) Itis a patriotic body of men.
Why, Ijust noticed the other day that
they- are talking about extending' their
session for thirty days without pay,' in
order to serve their Commonwealth. Xow,
it may be .that when the time comes for
their regular aajournment, ;and in order
to give the Constitutional a
pleasant place. for. its labors, itwillrecon--
skier, the position ithas. taken of continu-
ing:its: session for thirty days vfor / tne
public good, and for the greater :public
goodwill adjourn sine die, so as to perrriit
the Convention to occupy the \u25a0hall of the^
House of Delegates." Whichever course it'
takes it will-undoubtedly be. governed, al-
together.by patriotism./ Itis a stout lx)dy
of men. -Why, they have got a little;
giant over there, and he is trying to re-
arrange the/. (Congressional circuits of the
State-by main strength. and awkwardness.
He has actually taken hold of the counties
of Puhiski ,a.nd -Wythe by. the

'
nape of

tlie neck, as it were, and has undertaken
.to .swing' tnem .clear across /Giles and
Craig and hitch them ori to Rockbridge.
'I do ribt'know/what we will ido with that
little giant'unless w© get into his corifi-:
dence.like Delilah did into 'the, confidence
of Sampson, arid cut his hair off. (Laugh-;
ter.) -\u25a0 -'/,:/./\u25a0\u25a0 ::-:- -''\u25a0'.';' '.\u25a0

'
/ ;

'
Now,.:ifIhad tn<: money, Iwould, give

every me.mbor_ of the Legislature a gold-,
headed: cane." I/v.'oiild/ give /them /a ban-
quet and while thej' feasted at;the!board,
it would be under/the influence of -the.
sweetest music.. "If;I.had .'my•.wayIwould
just gather this Legislature. \u25a0:and all/otHer/
Legislatures^ /under/ my whigs /as :a .hen
gathers ;.her brood, so:that wheneyerv they
wanted.to (rlecc a -"'".mail -.to -the .United"
States "Seriate, they -would not do so.until
Idid -the-clucking.: VLaiiKJiter.)/ . - " •

y. Nowv by-wa>-,of;praise, >the finest/effort
J-'ever heard in that direction vwtis from
[irie gen tleman from /Russell

•
yesterday," in

praising. theTcnurches."; and jhe"Was so con-:
A-incing;that.yoii'ng/rneri:in--th«t"hair arose:
/from'thttir ;seats;andy joir.ed/in withtho
/gentleman from /RriasolKi/TheyTsaid :they
agreed iwit'jthe.; gentleman^ from Russell,'
/man'- afte f'-:, man./; -The y.gentleman - from •

rßussell //would' make^. a /good jipreacher.
He^'would:have :;a? great \corivlc ting ana
/converting"; ;power?.;..AVby^/ /during 'V'":h!3.
:speecli ;:the ;/'-• gentleman//" t'rom':-"MuttheWrt :
aridl^Z/Cloucester T;:aridP 'said'
thati^. if;///he I/ /coi:!d ;be;*;•.•<.he ?•';\u25a0':Wanted
/to *;b':v-;a': -/preacher.',^.Ayell;',.-"/ he': -'..:-. can-:
be. :;He:/can "make vas"/ good -preacher as
he

=
has." made a member of this Conven-

Jtlorip (Laughter.) yHe^can^be^ari arigel]lfi
;he|willvbevv;ariajl /suppose, if any -,6t you?
Wqiila >; exarnine^: behind; his //arms tyou'
jWouldSfirid kittle /stubby// wings there,'

long ;ptn£ona- gracefullyi
over/his shouidera. H« can be aaanscl.

YESTERDAYS SESSION, j ;

0 . Wednesday, February £6,-1002.";

-The Convention met at 10 o'clock A.M.
Prayer by Rev. John Haunon, D..D.

/ The. PRESIDENT: The Secretary will
call the roll." ,'. ' " . \u25a0 ,

\u0084
\u25a0

The Secretary, called the roll, and _the
following delegates answered to their

\u25a0names: ; . ;/. \u25a0\u25a0" „ .- •--
Present: Messrs. Allen, George Iv.An-

"derson, W.~A: Anderson,; Ayers, Barbour,
Manly 11. Barnes, ;:Thomas •li. Karnes,-

BUur, 'BouHiin' - Braxton, -Brown, C J.
Campbell, Carter, Chapman, Cobb, Davis,
Dunaway, Earman, .Epes.'Fairfax, Fletch-
er, Flood, Giimqre.B.; TV.Gordon, James
W. GordonV*Green, Gregory, Gwyn, Ham-
ilton, Hancock, 1.Hardy, Ha tton, Hubard,
Hu'nton, Ingram, Claggett 8..Jones, G. W.
Jones, ICeezell, Lincoln,' Lindsay, -Lovell/
Mcllwairie, Meredith, Miller,Moncure, :R.
"Walton Moore, Mundy,"Orr, Parks, Pedigo,
Phillips.Pollard, Pdrtlock, Robertson,' Stu-
urt," bummers, Tarry, Thornton, Turnbull,
Waddill, Walter, --Willis, .Wise,' Withers,
Wvsor, and the President— 'JO. :
"The PRESIDENT: -It appears from the
call of the rollthat, sixty-six delegates are
in attendance— more thaa a quorum. The
Secretary 1 willread 1 the Journal, of yester-
day's proceedings. :. : .

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings
avus read and approved. .-_ _'"•_,- ,:., LEAVES OF ABSENCE. .

Mr." irHCrtNTON asked and. obtained
leave of: absence .for to-morrow for Mr.

•Mr. CLAGGETT B. JONES: Iask in-
definite leave olabsence for the gentleman
from Middlesex and Essex (Mr. Bristow)
on account of illness in his family." •-;

Leave was gi-anted.
' . r

-
. Mr. MEREDITH asked .and' obtained

\u25a0two "days' leave, of -absence, beginning to-
day, for Mr. Gamett- '..-\u25a0"-

- ;\u25a0'••
Mr. BARBOUR: Iask one day s leave

of:absence for the gentleman, from Louisa
\u25a0 (Mr.-Gordon) on account of sickness.

Leave was granted, ;.-..•:, CALLOF "COMMITTEES.
\The PRESIDENT: The Secretary .will

\u25a0 call the list o£ standing committees tor
reports. :

'"'

IThe Secretary called the list. . \u25a0 .-
Mr. AVERS: 1 ask that the calling of

committees be dispensed, with during the
remaining sessions of,this body. . .

The PRESIDENT:., That will betaken
as the sense of the body,.in the absence of
objection.:. „„/«-.v/^rV '...J... ,TAXATION ANDFINANCE.
." Mr.-FAIRFAX: Imove that ?he Con-
vention resolve .itself into .Committee of
the
'

Whole for the purpose of;further con-
sidering the report of the Committee on
Taxation and Finance.. ::: ,/,;>,

The motion was agreed to, and the;Co-
nventio- resolved 1 itself into Committee of
the Whole, Mr. Ayers in the chair.

The CHAIRMAN: The business before
the- Convention '-is the report of,the Com-
mittee :on .-Taxation and Finance. Ihe
Secretary willread section 1..

The" Secretary read as; follows: ,
••Sec 1 -Virproperty, except 'as herein-

after provided, ;shall ,be taxed;all taxes
whatsoever,, whether State, local or.mu-.
nicipal. shall be uniform,upon .the same
class of subjects. within the territorial lim-
its-of the authority levying.the tax."

1The CHAIRMAN: .The:quest!On.is upon
akreeing to the amendment. of the gentle-
man from Petersburg (Mr.Hamilton)., \u25a0•.

Mi\ AVYSOR: /Gentlemen of the commit-
tee Iwilloccupy your tline but a few. mo-
ments in•" discussing the amendment of-
fered" by the gentleman :from Petersburg
(Mr. Hamilton) to/ section 1 of the report
of the Committee on Taxation;- and Fi-
nance. I.am not in- tune to speak; this
morning. Ihave the epizootic. -Epizootic
means a distemper.' Sometimes. people, to
be fashionable, callit lagrippe.v . -
'"There is riot much left to be said on the
question by: the two gentlemen frorr. 'Pe-
tersburg. >The, Cockade. Citly should be
proud- of her representation upon: this
floor. They are; able:;they:are .eloquent;
they ai*e patriotic.-.Ihave-a great deal'of
respect' for the report of the Committee; on
Finance.i'-I know that it-'isven titled: to a
great deal of .weighrin thi.sbody; -I.know
the-gentlemen -who compose the, commit-
tee and their opinions ought

'
to be worthy

of.great consid eration-/on: almost.:anysub-"
ject.T:cann6t- help 'buti/think../however,
that' the •committee has., to. some, extents
drummed. up a support for its report. . Ido
not- mean to.criticise that'at all. _

H

1 think,.however," :they "ought /to /.have
.followed the example of:the -Corporation
Committee, of:"which 1 am an/ humble
member, and tiled; a ;report';r.hat'would
have » gone through the Convention =of- its
own weight and |merit; without any prevP
ous lo's-roliingand electioneering' (Laugh-:
terj. - '•" ;

' • l ''.
/\u25a0'Now, geiitk'rrien:^ the. present Constitii-
/tion'.bf":this- State -provides Hth'at/; taxation
shall be equal and 'uniform. /-The Commit-
tee rohiFinance': undertakes Jto.istr ike/that
;provision; out "of .the Constitution. Which
has'-beenvinVitisfor. moravthani-half ;iycen-j
;turyTj:/Taxatii>n:/shall: be/ equal' and^uni-'
\u25a0fQrm.V'.-l :rhavo t;examineil/-to. :'soir!e> extent
.thePeesciOntiilc? books:; which/were -handed
me'by-tliejgentleman'from- Richmond :(Mr>
Meredith) •ibut/jtheyi/are too scientific^ or
me., Iwoulir'rather lookat
in a plahVJcommo/ii-sen.^e-jwnd: of .way.i?l
sav."-tiiat-:eq)LialJty-,:and:uniformity^in^taxa-
tiohvis/.a^desirable'jresult;' and. /one :that
must commend'itself <it6'every.;man"sf judp-"'
:meiit.v;..\Veido:not tneedanyjseientiHe,work'
\toiprove

"
:that:'}The '^equivalent £for:4taxa-

tion.'is-said'Ho'.»be>protection/::/Of.ie6urse^i
proteetionlis not equal :al together/. butHt'lsr
as/equal|as it;;can be.VAVe frequently, he^r
the/expression. tthat citizens are entitled "*to
.thea equaU'protection ':>of->the

-
law.'i-AVWeltf-theh.-^they.: should vpay for vithat

No\man';shouUlibe made ito;pay. a;greater
ratefofitaxatiorirthanany'otherjnjan^-'As
aimatterJof^facvt.-itheirichipeopleicaniipayi
thelrjtaxatidn^muchvmoreeasllyJ.thanjcaiv
ithe:pooripeople,"sbut;that lsmoireason^-why^.
yonjshouldititxithemiatanylgTeateri ration
rThe?richTpe&nl6=frequentlyvthinkCand*say

g^ssS*?*


