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#___, Unman

mote from the road and from auman
-hlibl£ati6S^^d|^at fiuin^fr^hlanai:Dus-ittkTtlsiabsent, "the;peacefand!quiet?of^na.;
tttrepl^s|n^TJ^p^ple^f^hendgnb«ir-
[hoodfare as loyal•;as (ever: to?- the ..Leesy
fandf±h*ey?and!lth^:%ap^r^Athe|pangn-
ters of:the?Cbrif^eracyla£^KlttreU^win
iceithatrtheiprave of General .TjeVsjaugn*:
:ter^<ls T'riot: forgottenfof}neglected. ,-,

\u25a0 --.\u25a0\u25a0 .. -I: O. W.-BLjACKN'AIiIj.
-

Kittrell, N.C. , -* '•'"*

PROVED A FAIMIBE.

: The statement of FigTitlhgißbb jEvans's
that;the Xew York, Sariipsori'stship,' was
in sights during the Santiago engase-

ment, -leads the South Boston
'

News to

.concl ude- tha t "Bob must have been some

distance ofThirnself, or liecould not have

seeri'ihc.Xcw -York.'-f- ';
.The testimony .of other, witnesses as to

the location' of'Sampson's ship, while tlie

fighting was in;progress, would seem to
argue that tlicj/Xews'a conclusion is not

far from correct; „ \ \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-.
_ -\u25a0

twenty years the net earnings : of« the
convicts proved an Indispensable part or
jthejnet Ir.cbme of Virginia, and now that
:thor State "is^^lTto^^arid/lias^a surplus,

\u25a0j usOce -.requires >thatishe Jerioula^ do'ftor

.the >\u25a0 convicts'' :what \u25a0 she] Is fully able to
<io, andjwhat justice arid Ja decent
tor tyio"opinion of mankinds require; her
lo;do— to wit, double the./ cell-room.

humanities t-and"? courtesies Vand^prlnclpleib
.'of '."justice,; -and ;repudiates- 'cruelty^nd.j
savagery in: every form.

tfiThe
;aphilbsbpHy3^andfe^ principles \u25a0\u25a0.-. ?t-

?riibderri%iwarfare jaares appllcable^to^iii
hhctdlfEerences'ah'attariserbetween.^human-beings. party of fool,4to;
iresbrtJreadllyao?blows^r,What vlsi

[

nwtt;
itbithem?, to j^sb-ong; language -andvinsuits.,

:gins ? and *rib'onefcarit sayAwhat? wllr
-
101- v

'low. --When ? theK!first' offensive^jWord^ls,
tHe-cbrisequencss are all.sure =

harrii^: BulfdinlcultiesVUikewar/>wilkstlU,'go 'hope^is&thatai^fher]
standards of -propriety/ "and /Ideals .of>r^'
spec tabiltty:\u25a0 are;more J and \more rexer ting;

:theirufeitrairiing^; and \u25a0:\u25a0 enlightening .;in-\u25a0

fluences. /":And^decency"' \and;good}; sense :

•arid- humanity*"are Vnior'e'iopposing itheni-;

\u25a0selves to. the use'of :poisoned* arrows: ana;
\u25a0irisultingiwords, ''that^rriake ;themselyes;
\felfarid work7 theirrmisery: after,, the :con-
•flict^is^over.^vThe poisoned; arrows of;
'cbmmorilife^arelmeant'torlodge.-iniyital-
"parts;" to wound theTspiritithatare meant;
never to ,be -forgotten,: or "forgiven.;
And there;are malicious fsouls who

-seem--
to

-
take :a -fiendish :delight.:in;things ::that ?

•wiil-hurt most and :last: longest: that will

touch '-\u25a0 sore places: and rankle. .These;
speak' like

-
the piercings of . the. soul,-

and'.'make-reconciliations impossible. On
the contrary, the^mari' of; sense and
good

"
breeding wil?, be careful not --to

strike .below the belt;; not to hitv the
vital'part; not -to wound, unnecessarily.

Arid when :this jealousy shows ,itself -on;
either, side, and is.•'appreciated,; recon-.-
ciliation and goodwillbegin their honor-

ableiwork. r Certainly,: the;general world:
knows which is the gentleman.
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To the Editor of the* Dispatch:
ItrHaving' bC'-r. confined to the house .u>y,;

past;

fweekitell \have:hadfa^goqdf opportunity^;

iread the? proceedings £of£ the
'
ConsU- j

ItutiblmlWConyention^as^reported^in; the;
?Dailyv Dispatch;f arid\u25a0:Ij:hayeF come ;to

thattaviarge:majority;iof^its:
\u25a0\u25a0members;lack;.Vb"ack-bone f

'
and indejpen^,

rdence. . \u25a0

"
are afraid' of their jown' shadows— .

least";; they? get j•bit">.by j-them,Yand ;;they,
.are^ also ;;very 'much ,afraid .o. ofi.whiskey,,

;fearing fit;riiay cause their; death politi-
cally—But y-there^are ?two ysides i;to •

Hatter^ question."? !Itwill'be,hard ito'.tell;
:which.' way.thetree will'fall. ';But should;

?the;Coristltutiori;;ba;fejected:by;'ajybte:of;
ithe pebplev^they willibe* afraid;: of;meet-;
.lngOthe [ghost of:a "nigger"f^at-the p"olls:i
:-But'rthe"re is one thing they are riot afraid;
of, iandithat^ls :tb? spend
money -in-fixing- big-salaries and. waisting.

time-with- full-payetcV,'; But thisVis?not;
an age of patriotism; ,that is all forgotten, ;
arid-belongs : to, the ,;past.' > :The patriots
of tthe- past age were;"old.;fogies." VWej
live now in a'more advanced and ;enlight-j
ened 'age, when offices can be> made Jfor
our frierirs,:with. .big salaries '-„: attached,'
and' these .friends jwhen when they:get in
office,;"may • return the ;compliment .when
his

-
benefactor

'
gets in a hard place by a

ltitVel Tt&ahrd.l-.rii- mf m ff wypmfwyp

little.:"wire pulling.":
-- ' '

:
; "But, themen whoare so awfullyafraid
of';being-;killed by whiskey, now.:willithey.,
answer.' the 20,000 petitibriers^-their wives,
and- daughters, and their sweethearts, and
;friends?; \u25a0','•.-•""" •-

M'When they get back home! Itwillbe an
awful day of,

'reckoning • with;some of
them, would that;we had a' recorded, vote
on these questions.," ; ', . •; ';The; Goristitution.seems to regulate all
danferous and^f rightful questions to the
Legislature. • -Now :what will;the"Legisl.a- ;
turo'do with the' dogs? Just as; they have
heretofore ;"refer; the question to J the sev-
tral Boards of "Supervisors, (some of the
members "of that body in the Legislature
are. also ? afraid of dogs).' The .supervi-
sbrs,:poor creaturesare so lank, lean,' and
tough, the dogs Won't bite them they:
say. - - -. ;' : ' ; . , \u25a0

- .- .
-Oh!, that w«;had; a body of men with

'TDack bone,'? and.Independence, liwe my
old friend, and army comrade, Mcllwaine,
he is not- afraid, and." has no axe to grind,
but may the good.Lord deliver us from
the; hands of the possibility. Is the prayer
of an . !::OLD -.SUBSCRIBER. ,
: Amelia county, Va., February 24, 1902. .

GOOD ROADS.

|SnleTclairb^SfSrm^gur^S
\u25a0-\u25a0...-,.-.,-,\u25a0.»-_-.\u25a0. -, \u25a0\u25a0.\u25a0'-. ,•:-••

'.-- - -
\u25a0\u25a0: ':n,:-m,Moi>f-Tinq^een

:on-:several occasions;- the- suDject nas^Det.n
brought before Congress in tho shape of

-bills designed -tb reorganize arid perfect

the service. In -1885, Mr. Morgan, as

•chairman of the Foreign Relations Cony-)

iriittee^of theY Senate,^ reported :;to^that;
ibody,'then^bembcratic,; a;consular reform

:measure^ ;and ;in a;later Congress ;Mr.

Lodge"intxoduced a^similar. 'measure in

the
-
upper

-
chamber. iNow

'
the^ Lodge\bill

is^again before: the Senate^ and, a bill of

like Tcharacter has beenVintroduced;:in;

the:House by Representative Adanisv of

Penrisylvania. '_
' ;;; ,r

The reform almcd>at; is^that of;plac-:
ing the consular; service outside; ofiparty

politics - and making merit and ability .to
discharge the duties of -the -position *of

consufthe claims to appointment and re-

tention in;offlce. The consular/ office la

the product of commercial;; necessity. A

consul is acommerciai and business agent,

stationed abroad for the purpose of pro-
tecting and advancing the interests of the

merchants and shippers "of the';-country.

he represents. In order to.discharge his

trust Intelligently he should be a man

of business bent, should be familiar,- witn

the language of the people to whom he is

accredited,, .li&:should; understand their

.'commercial ;ancL.trade customs. ;.
Even where "we have in the beginning

the business bent or education, the: other
desirable, not to say essential conditions,

are impossible of realization, under a

short or political tenure.
*
Moreover, the

consul who is given his post as a political

pension, the continuance of which is de-

pendent upon!his party's lease of;power,

or the pull of soirie other man on the

dispenser of personal patronage, lias no

incentive to perform his. duties, save in

a perfunctory way, and. no encourage-

ment to equip himself thoroughly for

consular work." Be he never so' conscien-
tious, in the matter of cultivating trade

•relations \u25a0'\u25a0between 'the country he repre-

sents and that inWhich he is;stationed,

he is not likely to look very far be-

yond the "possibility of being superseded

upon the first change in the. home" ad-

ministration.
The Dispatch has long favored consular

reform along- the lines above indicated;

and we sincerely hope that itwill not

be further delayed. What withour steady

commercial expansion, the necessity for

the reform is becoming more pressing

every day. Nor; in respect of represen-

tation abroad would' -we stop at securing

a trained consular service. As we have
stated more. than once-in previous discus-
sions of the matter, we would have our

diplomats go through a "school of diplo-

macy," commencing with consulships,
secretaryships

-
of legations, competent

tutelage "in the State Department, &c.
Several bad diplomatic "breaks" we have

made in late years, as well as the cer-

tainty that our dealings with foreign na-

tions are destined to become more intri-
cate, as time goes by, make it manifest
that to that complexion it.must come if

we would safeguard against serious in-

ternational friction and being outwitted
in important treaty negotiations.

-

Mi^ilpprE^erleWee With au««l-
< r rennlKl SetNlonn.
T6^the:Editbf;o* th» Dispatch: -V

[:;
-
I-enclose aTcltpplnr takan- by me^from

Ithe^ New^ OrleanJPlci^urie of recent ls-
sue.\u0094 \u0084;..;\u25a0 - •

--\u0084. -. >.

'
: .

s-The experience' of. the";State of Missis-
sippi .under the? quadc-ennial. session sys-

;tem;withja;provisfoh7for called sessions.,

may, be \u25a0of:interest :
-;to "your readers;Twho

have .watched fthe contest in;our conven-
tibri'ibver:the proposition to embody this
Innovation >in the new Constitution. :*

'

"Fortunately for' Virginia,; this effort
failed,iand the members of the convention
who; offered a \u25a0 successful opposition to
the; proposition' will1 find the vindication
ofi;their /action-: in;^ the^experience ;of;a
sister State. Respectfully/^ ";;•".\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0. •'•
;, --,-\u25a0-" . E. W/SAU2STDERS.
; Rocky Mount, Va., February ?T, 1902...
.

-
THE CLIPPING- .-•'; :

Here is the clipping endorsed by one
correspondent: ;- x

' '

/ ". The Picayune Bureau,

"-. 218 Capitol street.
"Jackson, Miss., February 24, 1902.

The amendment ;to .do away with the
special session of the Legislature and re-
turn to the regular session every, two
years as provided under the old,Constitu-
tion has' passed the House bya two-thirds
vote on three several; days as required by

the Constitution, and has passed the Sen-
ate by a"two-thirds vote on two several,
days, and will doubtless pass its third
reading and; go to the 'Secretary of State
to-morrow. For eight years the manager
of tire. Picayune. Bureau has advocated
this change. ;It was easily manifest
with the experience withvthe first special
session;of lS94thatthe innovations bound
up" ln a special: session were failures pur*
and simple: The new:'Constitution pro-J
vides that the special

-
session shall .be*

limited to thirty days, and that none j
other than revenue and" appropriation
bills shall be considered at such session
unless the;Governor shall by special ."writ-
ten* message recommend other -subjects
and matters.

-
The first special session fell under the

administration of John M. Stone. Itwas
Inadequate in the matter of time, and
iri view of imperatlye demands for legis-

lation which could "not wait until th'a
regular session, it was extended. .

The next special in IS9S occurred: during

.the" administration :of
•Anselm J. Mc-

Laurin. The same conditions that con-
fronted Governor Stone confronted Gov-
ernor McLauriri"in the -matter of limita-
tions and. time, arid he extended the ses-
sion.

The third special- session began; Janu-
ary 7,. 1902,-and confronted /by the same
conditions w-hich confronted his predeces-
sors, Governor Stone arid McLaurin, Gov-
ernor Longino"expended the session. .

Thepebple of Mississippi do not relish
the idea of being- made to sleep on a Pro-
crustean-bed.". They. do not wanttoibe
stretched: limb-from limb, so to speak,
in a constitutional stralghtjacket if they

are not as long as the bed, nor do they
care to have ,tbtelr limbs sawed ofC if the
bed is too~short for them. This is about
what special sessions look like. Itgives
a Governor autocratic power which should
be /vested in the. pebpl'e. who are the sov-
ereigns,. and who ought not to be denied
the constitutional t

right by petition . or
otherwise of instructing: their servants
chosen to I'egislate for them. As matters
stand, every memtter

"
of the> Legislature

arid everj" tax-paver, in Mississippi might
want ;legislation;on any.: given subject,
and if the Governor/should refuse; to heed
tho willof the people, 'no legislation^could
be had until a regular session, which
riveans the election of a new Legislature
which'meets -two years remote -from any
special session. This Is too much power
to put in the hands of? one man. and the
Legislature of the.State of Mississippi
by submitting this amendment to th'a
people simply gives them an;opportunity
to restore to themselves that vested right
of}which they were broken by the Con-
stitutional Convention of;lSSO. ';''-•"\u25a0>

Reiinisites
'
to Good \and

-
Successful

..: ;;3TeiiUiersl»ip There. : :" .
To- the Editor of the Dispatch:. i-

As rauch- Interest is manifested in re-
gard 'to the election-; of our; next City
Council,- a few practical remarks in con-
nection with*the subject; may not. be in-
appropriate. . ;:

'"
, i- .-. ,\u25a0'

A number of excellent names have been
suggested for membership of the City
Council— mcii who' would make able and
efficient representatives. . Undoubtedly

there- is good, material to' select 1 from—
viz.: lawyers, -doctors', merchants, me-
chanics, and- others; who would reflect
credit upon) their constituency. Urifortu-;
nately, many :

-
of-these men seem indiffer-

ent, and excuse, themselves from, becom-
ing candidates by saying they cannot
afford the time from their business, and
consequently they, are not- aspirants for
these honors. ."

- . - '
Richmond' should have in her Council

progressive :and practical :citizens. ." TVVe
have •many, citizens eminently well fitted
to discharge the responsible duties of mu-
nicipal affairs.

-
: ;... ...;\u25a0..

A representative should be a,. man of
#experience and expansive 'views,; Who'

knows the:necessities of the, people, arid
has . the ability, integrity,. and courage
to., represent their interest in alt*matters
of importance. V . ..

'"

.' r* ...-
Itmakes »no difference to what profes-

sion ;or occupation the candidate may.;be-
long^ s so. that he' possesses the. proper
qualifications as a representative of-the
people; but no man should.be a represen-
tative of the people simply because he
belongs to, a certain profession or
line of business. It is ;the desire ,of all
that Richmond shall- make a wise and
judicious selection of her city Legisla-
ture. So mote itbe. \u25a0 \u25a0 X. C.

F'oote/nud Pryor.

To the Editor of;the Dispatch:: ;!
A writer in the Philadelphia Times In

a article reproduced in your columns,
represent both Foote and Pryor as having
shown the white feather In the affairs in
which they -Were; respectively engaged;
Foote, indeed, as haying-acted the;cring-
ing coward. Ido riot believe that any

southern State ever sent as its represen-
tative ;to the ;Congress of the United
States any such coward as Foote < is.. al-
leged to have been.. Before ,1^ am. con-
vinced Ishall have to have better proof
than the unsupported assertion ;\u25a0 of .the
writer,in the Times. As to Pryor, no one
who-knew, him ever/questioned his pcrr
sorial. courage. He rose to iherank of
brigadier-general in the Confederate
army, a position to which no coward
could :have ;- attained., ;His ;subsequent

career is too Well known to require notice.
He Was a:distinguished member; of the
New'York.bar and

'
finally of the bench

of that ;State. No one. outside, of his-
State, had ever heard ofrPotter before or
since the Pryor-Potter affair, tillabout the

time. of.his death, and; perhaps, in con-
nection with that event,.when it .was
stated that he was a wreck. The writer
in the Times must have drawn on his
imagination for his facts.:.. T. E. ROTALU

Burkeville, Va,, February 2S, 1902.
'

A SEXTIStEXTAi REASON.
iThe Rural Retreat Times notes that,

there is a sentimental as well as a

practical reason whyVirginia should make
a exhibit at the St Louis Expo-

sition, and take a prominent part in',ren-
dering that venture a success." It calls

attention to the fact that to the wisdom
of Jefferson alone was due the event,

which the exhibition
"

will commemorate,

and which rendered possible fruits that

are now enjoyed by millions of happy

citizens of this country. Itthinks that
Virginia owes it to. her great son to

join"in the vindication of the splendid

stroke by which he averted possible war

with France, prevented the establish-
ment of two or three separate govern-
ments within the area now embraced in

the United States,, and added a king's

domain to the original States. The

Times's point is well made.

"WANTS LIGHT

GOOO«ROAD9 AXD SCHOOLS FIRST.' • - \u25a0
- - -

\u25a0\u25a0 . .
ran-Appropriation

for St. JLoniJt Exposition.
;the;Edltor\"of Ithe Dispatch:

S^e^p^pl©?;tip^lDnGobchland ar?> morg
justVno jr':than

'
in ths;StTvliouJ3 sExposiUon/;:W"e:a're bitterly op-

pbsed|tolthe;lieglslatiife's;paying out ourmoney -"for/:an ;expositionrto be heia
ithbusancl imiles (from :here;r andi leaving y3y3iTvithTschool-houses that are hardly -weath-
'ef-pr6of,:'and;are;a; shame and disgrace

1;to";the"iState.; Our :roads, ;too. are now
jand iaiways ;^are^ except during a few

in*the'year, in a. dange/ous con-
dition -and: useless" for. hauling.

"
;This:is ;one condition 'as, to schools anil

roads.;- Instead of sendihg" ?10O,CCO to in\it
'exposition, woWould ibe greatly obilgsa
IfybuVwould ask -the Governor and Legis-
lature to ;send bur part up nere Tor our
roads and schools.

* '.
!us our part for our home Improve-

mehts, and Iam sure .we will*be beewr
than by;sending:: lt to SCLouia to fc9

spent in salaries and show, which may b*
very well for St. Louis and Missouri, \
irich State, withno great debt a3 we hay»
;No, >rr.' Editor~ we""think It all weii'
:enough :to give the committee a cordial
reception,,, for the sake- of "has beer.3,"
but we want the public money to be spent
upon our own internal Improvement.
;Our roads and schools will not attract
settlers. If people come to • our rurat
districts to purchase a farm, they arj
almost, discouraged to.buy our land 3on
account. of-the condition of our roads.'

That;, 3loo,ooo which is asked : for tha
St. Louis Kxposition,' would construct a
macadam road from Richmond to Char-
lottesville. We don't owe St. Louis any.
thing. She did not contribute to our Car-
nival last year. .We did not ask her.

Va-gloomxtiew.
How foolisb.;we would look at the

exposition alongside of the rich States.
whose money make dear, old Virginia

seem like a poor boy at a frolic. Most
of;us know how that feels.

Here would be Virginia with an exhibit
of her relics, and ghosts of former gtn-
erations, etc. There would be Te.xa3.
with her: practical exhibit (possibly a
gushing. oil well worth more" than several
of our counties), her great and growing
'possibilities, showing to a fine advitntage.
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, lowa, and a doz.ri
other rich and prosperous States willb«;

there, antj would so far .overshadow us
that-we trould regret the expenditure or.
our money. .

The practical, stirring, energetic, smart

westerner or Yankee would say to us:
"Yes, Old Virginia, leads us all in relics.
but what Ilove to see is fine roads, nice
trim,' neat public -school-houses, thrifty

farms and the hum of machinery. This
you have not yet attained in Virginia,

and from the way your public business is
managed itlooks as if'you never willhave
it." \u25a0". \u25a0

Iam sure, Mr. Editor, that we lack
so much in good :roads that it would be
a very foolish act to spend 5100,000 at the
exposition. Of course .we could lend the
exposition some paintings of our great

men. our old store, and a few of our early

Indian relics; but they must not be
shown as Virginia exhibits.

\u25a0Indeedt Mr. Editor. Iam fully pur-
suaded that the Governor, in his address
to the Legislature upon the presentation
of the Exposition Committee, was but
showing the committee those nice little
attentions that so characterize him.

And no doubt the Legislature under-

stands that the whole thing-i3but a de-
sire to give the .committee a cordial
reception and to make everything- nice
and agreeable." But when It comes d>

paying out the $ICO,OCO,_ then It will be

another thing.
The people are not for it. The great

country people are now looking to the

Governor tb carry out his school an&.road
scheme. They are. backing him. but they

will feel that he has made too much of

a departure from his platform upon which

he was elected, should he carry out the
plan proposed, and sanction the expendi-

ture of $100,000- to this exposition.

He should oppose it,'and the Legislature

should turn
;down the whole thing—should

get to work and give us a good road,

school, and dog law. -.: _
/ The people have bee promised this.
and certainly as to the schools and roads,

the Governor is pledged.
•

Can he afford to weaken his power to

give the people what he ha3so promises
(as far as his power goes) by taking froa

the "treasury the money which the Stan
should use upon the; public road* an*

schools? Can itbe done consistently?

"But Iam sure, Mr. Editor; that th«

whole thing is but an effort on the pan

of the Governor and Leglsiaturo to be

nice and: polite to.the committee and that
at present we need riot be uneasy. We
country people are very peculiar, wo
-were afraid that there might be some-
thingdone about- this matter without con-
sultation with us.

Mr. Editor, we wan* ?tu to see the

Governor and speak to? htm about the

condition of our roads. Try to induce

him to' come to Card well. We all like
him here -and gave him a rousing good

vote, gave him a majority over the local
member to the House.
Ifeel satisfied that one trip over oui

roads would surely dispel any doubt U

his mind as to the course he shouli
follow. CARDWELL.

It is said that there are at present

more miles of horse-car lines in New

York city.than in all the rest of.ihe
country combined, the mileage in the
metropolis' being 119; in the rest of the

United States, 107. Electricity has taken
the place of the horse everywhere, ex-
cept in slow-going .(?) Gotham.

A Financial .Flail for Securing-
\u25a0:'.7.-.. --f-i \u25a0':v--:..>:.\.ijTliein':v-.i^.,,r -;'- .

'

To the Editor of the Dispatch:
-Ihave seen -a great deal said in the
•\ irginia papers latelyion the subjects ofgood roads and: the best .way to get
them, =and I-.would''like to; through your
columns, suggest -;a plan to whichIhave
given .quite a lot;of 'thought.
It.is conceded' that .it;-will- take quite

a)lot of money, and the question is how
best to raise -it, and next how to handle
it in the be£t and most economical.man-
ner. -Idon't believe that there is a
county ,in the "State, that could spend
.$50,000, \u25a0oor even ;?20,000; in one year over:
and above, its;regular" road fund to good
advantage;, and to put a sum like this
in a county, treasury would be too great
a temptation to extravagance for\ it
ever: to be used to the best advantage..
If this money was borrowed the: county
would have; to increase its levy so as
to meet: the interest and establish a sink-
ing,fund to pay off the debt at.maturity,
andthis. amount wrould have to be raised
through good times and bad, no matter
how ;great the .burden might become.
Myplan is for each county, so to speak, to
borrow .the \u25a0money for.road \improvement
from;itself, or rather make arrangements
to pay ..interest and sinking fund on
$50,000. or $100,000, and. use this amount, in-
terest "and sinking fund, every year to put
a portion of its .roads' In permanent, re-
pair, instead of paying- itto a bondholder.
They would soon see that this .would
act like'a stinking fund, on the regular
road 'fund, because, every mile of road
put on- a permanent basis "would leave
that much of the road fund free to be
added to the extra fund .or be expend-:
ed in the betterment of the ordinary
roads. : By this plan, in a 'few years
the; regular" road- fund could either: be
reduced for part of it put on the-per-
manent fund, and this way would sooner
get all: of- the important roads in such
shape that only a nominal sum would
be needed to keep them in .repair. I
believe from .a long "experience, with
public roads that in every county the

roads ought to be put in not less than
three classes. The first class

'ought

to be the most important and fixed up

first and best, and then the second class

next best, and the third class, which
are generally merely passways; that have

to be kept.open, but very little travelled.
I.think that the best ;. feature in. my.

plan is.that in case. of.hard times; and
depression, :or if any great extra ex-

pense should fall upon the county, this
expenditure 'could be at once suspended,

Which could nott.be .done if the money

was borrowed.on" county bonds running

for many. years;ijM;"; v \u25a0 ';..'.- ,
There is another. . feature in my plan

that Ithink would be. a.good; one, and

that is. that this "permanent road im-
provement ought; to be ,putsin tne,hands
of

-
first-class men, elected or appointed,

for' at least four years, so as ~ not to-

have the plans and- system of road work
clianged every; year or two, as] it is now.
so often done under our constant, chang-

ing oficounty, officers. ;Iwould like
vervmuch -to hear :from some of your

otnlr headers .who 'are;; interested in good

roads on ray plan^ ;
-
.

- "• --
\ Dublin, Va.;i/February r lß,;.l9o2.-. ...

Would it not, be an instructive: "oTj-
ject lesson" to all our taxpayers, if they

would calmly "sit down' and compare,
through a succession of years, their
ante bellum tax bills with what they are
now paying, in these, our own \u25a0 "weak,
piping times .of peace", and—poverty ?—

P. B. Fendleton inILouisa County N'jws.

'State" taxes are no higher now; than

they were before the war between the
States. The "county" and "city" taxes
are the burdensome things. ,

INJUSTICE TO^PEpPLB.IX WARREX

:. The Penitentiary Outrafife.
(Fredericksbm-g Free Lance.)- .

-What a shame! .> What an outrage upon

the fair.name of Virginia! Itis" si. mira-
cle that no scourge of disease has broken
tout among the prisoners and spread'
through /the city around them. Further-
more, loathsome vermin are in the 1 walls,
and all. efforts made by tlie prison.ofll-
cials.to eradicate them have failed, and
the prisoners; in summer-time cannot csT
cape ; being devoured by these horrible
insects at night, in addition to their
terrible suffering from, the heat, ;foul,
disgusting air, and densely crowded
state. We are informed tiiat there have
been recently 258 cases of that terrible'
skin disease known •as "itch," and only
the; most -stringent medical precautions
have prevented its;spread throughout the
.entire.prison; .; : '

>
The cooking department Is under

ground and very dark -and entirely- too
damp and too small to furnish; decently-

cooked food to such a number of prison-
ers.; The hospital' is rightIn the midst: of
the closely-confined .; court, into which
every.door and transom -opens, for it is
the' only chance to secure fresh air.

But enough"; the sight is so appalling

and disgraceful . that we shrink. from,de-
scribing it further.; We doubt ;if"Siberia
was everso bad a place for the,reception
of criminals as is our own penitentiary.

The very thought of1,400 people in a civi-
lized- State being compelled to exist as
•heretofore, described' is \u25a0 enough to make
VirginiariSj.rise'up in open revolution' and
demand of 'our:Legislature immediate re-
lief for these- people, who are suffering
because of the neglect of somebody in
official power. •' "'. . ; _.

On tlie areclianical .Problem, of Cooii
/Ronilx.

To the"Editor of the Dispatch:

A good deal Is being said in the prc?s

of late about good, roads, and we know
that this is a matter. in.which many are
vitally interested. Suggestions have been

made as'-to^how the. money might be
raised; for this .purpose, but- Ihave^no-
where seen any suggestions as~ to . the
mechanical Ipartiof "the problem. What

we farmers want to know is"tibw^to make
a good-road out of a clay one over which
much hauling- Is done in wet weather.
That Is the'question. .Is it to be macada-
mized, "shelled, :asphaltecV or laid wita
Belgium block; .or is there: some othel'
cheaper.; material we can use, of which
w-e know nothing atpresent? Iask these
questions^hoping-toelicit some responses
which willbe of practical value.

Has it ever occurred to you why the
roads get so bad In wet' weather, aside
from natural causes oC ordinary travel?
In our county,^whlch is one of the great
peanut counties of Virginia, the day after
a heavy rain, .when little or nothing car.
,be done on the farm, we all hitch up

our teams and haul our goods to town,

and Isuppose this Is equally true of tho
tobacco sections, as the*.weed \u25a0must bo
handled in damp .weather. You see at
once what a condition this will.lead to.
Now, in most counties of the First, Se-
cond,

-
Third, arid \ Fourth .'Congressional

Districts there .is. :no material out^o!
which roadbeds can be made. and. as
there .are hundreds of miles of roads In

each county, to undertake to use any

of the material mentioned above would
cost much .more • than tall

"
the railroads

in the State. Isle of Wight has for many
years had a road system that has given

much \u25a0'\u25a0'satisfaction, and in a letter to
follow this Iwill give "the plan; ".but I
prefer for'awhile to wait and hear th<J
experience of. others on :these points.
Iwilladd In conclusion that Itappears

to me that' thisSmattepfshould. be left
largely to the Board;of Supervisors. They

are "directly responsible to v!the people,

beihsr elected every .two years; and slibuW
they- fall to do 'enough or should the levy

be itoo great, jtilprotest J can.bo;made at
:;the succeeding election!" :-So. tell us. some
one. .how to^ make:raroo<l "roads? We all
admit.we :rieedl:rieedl theitn (butTwe need many
\u25a0things;;besides; iWer^neyer; get). \u25a0". Tell us
how; to makeithem. ""::-• V
.'Very 'truly. \u25a0:^ -£%-:v '\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0 :FAiniEK.
Vw :Sm!thfield.;;Va- SI, IDOd

Easily K.vplnined.

•'Thatvis the third- defeat for ;Feidle-

-Wme as; a candidate ;:for alderman; I
wonder; why itas he doesn't run^welir'

"You have yourself explained the rea-
son, he, 3oe?n t run hecauw lieSisga'

candidate."

\u25a0..:\u25a0'. _\u25a0\u0084 Tlie Modern American, \. -\u25a0'\u25a0'

They call 'em fads these;
_

queer idyas

.that modern fokes affect,
-

.•
' "

An' some of -em, perhaps, are quite de-.
. servin': of,:respect;
Biit.one"! can't approve of—an' no sterlin';:.; patriot can— -.-.; _ -
This beiii'.an American on. the European

v plan. •:.-; "
}.'.\u25a0\u25a0 ~:\*. -,:~\...

It's;quite the fashion . now to . "study
;'•:\u25a0/. :,furrin' ways-.- an' hints;; • ; ;; ;:
An' eat an'- dress ;"accbrdin' to'-sorne .one

or t'other Prince,
- ."'^i; -:\

An' wurst
'
of all, to go abroad of'en

;•\u25a0';\u25a0: ...;,-rasiy'6u."can;"-;Vv .::
" " ' 'X -"V \u25a0?.."\u25a0.'\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0

An.- spend dollar's .oh -the
'.European plan:;:.; ;;.>;;;.>; ;^: :;;\u25a0-;;;;- ;:;;C

It seems, to;,me ;this /sorter V.thing:ain't
\u25a0 ~j, -what it oughter be, -'; _- •
Ah' -ef itr ain't, abated fof,";flists thing -S'pu

The goddess an' the -eagle sittin'. on a
gold divan.

"A singin*'-Yankee \iDoodle ;on the VEuro-
!:.;;. Tpeamplan.

:\u25a0-- ';.-.-: ! I'liknownito'lllnu v
,"Shecklef», you -know something a^oul

financial matters"; -what 13 the "short,

weight"/dollar^we read'so ;much about?"
"Give it up, oM man. Every do'.ift'

I've ever- had \tLwy,:Intimate acquaintance

with has been a constauence of a lon.l

V :\u2666•SICICKNIX/J HOnnORS."'
condition is .almost'

-inconceivable to.th(j:liuman mind,' and it
-. Twould be difiicult, indeed, to conceive of

any penal institution being permitted to
continue uiulor such intolerable condi-.

. tions. Visitors from all parts of the
country— from Florida to Maine—have
turned away from the contemplation of-

'ilk: .sickening horrors in "wonder and
amazement that the State of Virginia1

.would countenance -thu continuance or
bucli dreadful condition's.'.'— Extract-- from
the report of the Ivo Cato Commission.

•For ten or twelve ycaCs pathetic and

persistent appeals have l>e«ii made to the

•.General^ Assembly of. Virginia to . vote

a sum of money sufficient to,give more
coil-room in the penitentiary. In every

instance the appeal has been denied out-
right or else compliance with It inde-
finitely postponed.-; '

': •' \u25a0
_

.'Tlie majority' of;members have not'fs'e-
rioiisly questioned the fact "that ours is

the most densely-crowded State prison

in any English-speaking land, but it was

always •apologetically said that} the" reve-

nues of the State were too scanty to

allow such an expenditure. And then,

\u25a0100/ there wore some legislators who

thought the. penitentiary .might well- be

removed from Richmond, 0r... that the

convicts could better be put to work on

'pi:blic roads,., or. that the purchase of

an additional farm would solve the

problem. To • inquire into, and report

upon, all these suggestions and theories,

the Le Cato Commission, consisting- of

roembers of. the Legislature, was ap-

pointed. After months of careful in-
Vfis*tigatibn it- has submitted its report,

ilie"substance of which we published

several days .ago, ajid from which we

3iave taken, the foregoing striking ex-

Iract. :'
'

"Ifis;now impossible for -the' General
'Assi.-mbly: \u25a0tb".". complain of lack of in-

formation. .The officers of the peniten-

itiary. physicians without number/-,sani-
tarians, ministers of the Gospel, legisla-

Sy^"committee Vafter committee, Gover-
"nor aftor

:
Governor. aiidv'the Constitu-

tional-- Convention, itself, .;, and. now the

Le"Cato Commission— all hi»ye declared,

and"withall possible emphasis- that pres-

ent conditions at', the penitentiary arc

\u25a0•• «. disgrace. to Virginia. The remedy sug-

.gested-sis the. expenditure of about 5203.000,

A\-hicir
;would \u25a0 'enable

• a . tolerably, firc-

pVoor .ceil ;bunding to be put up as an

addition';'to /present' 'accommodations.
;-So .tlicixi'ecd^ofVmor© cell-room is indis-
putably established.-
.^Jt'is' 1 likewise- shown that St is liope-

\u25a0^icssiy' impracticable to talk about re-

moylxig..i.heVpenitciitiary_ from Richmond,

3-^vast 'wouldIthe; expense bfi. To; some

\u25a0\ extent short-term,- cbnvicts-"able-bodied-
Bnen"-might be scut to work upon" iho

= jSubllc roads, but the odds are that most
;
;"or.them- would be returned ;to the peni-

Mtentiary during the s winter months. In-
iaeod,, an examination of the tables of
in'ortality' of convicts" that" have been eni-

r'.oyed on roads compared with tables
iof those worked within the prison . walls

presents an unanswerable argument why

: ithe \u25a0') Legislature should "require' 1 such
-convicts to be brought back here for

Sl3ie •winter.^ . : \u25a0,-'\u25a0'
f/so far as tho State Farm is concerned,

It has no more hands, just now, than, it

:Seeds,-; yet it.has all that can be spared

"from the shoe contracts.
'All rnedical 1science teaches that eon-,

;ji-iciailiouldhave' more pure air than they

'can set .at jiie.sc-nt in the. Virginia.peni-

XleJitlaf "-tlie"test imony ,of:the
"
offi-

Ccials of tjiat institution makes plain that

'\u25a0\u25a0: the-cj-qwded 'condition of. the. cells . leads
'.itotpVaciices against which human nature

revolts. . '
'

A penitentiary^oufiht^tq/be a place for
> rhformins^S^^^*?^:^^?^conditions.
;lierc g»v^£^^^^>«||hn:t7^y aye-

Iaage; jprisonerTt-wlicn;' liberated >will s«
forth^i;better tinan than heVwas ..when
ilie camo'liiV .Tliat-iought";not^t«j be.. Nor

1
"

fiinnc..l>o.' iiidlfftrenVon; this
;^RubJepftife^A^greati r<-sponsibilily. rests
/npoti^iJi.H^^Miifi-1'resolve should; be' not

tlie/'p'risonertof^' his
(gii&rtj^^-^iUie.KOod^'of;y.society, vbut =. to
||l>ring ,!ifm..tttH"rtpentancel and work;a re-
i|if^^^ioßpn^^fCharacter— a. thing well-.'

aiigh iir.pbssiWetin^the^liQrrWly-crowded
'
cells of the jicnllent.iary;;^^

That such conditions
'
as exist in our

crowded. penitentiary. should obtain, when
?;' tho.net earnings of the.convicts might be
;';.'ifiedrfcto^~afford^"i«liefr^isira-zdisgrace:
-io our civilisation and, ,af vile.' blot-

ftVipon; the fair name of Virginia. \And
:'yot for ten or twelve years all appeals
; <>n behjijjr «of,tl»?'«ulTerinK;;priso'nc:'s>havc
pT^f^ir?lvaio; "It costs" too much,'* me:u-

twQM1*- .l^rin,°Tf-'-T.has ?.'.' a;isu.n>lus; int ?her
of•;fwhich

M*niKht;;w^j":|hT;'u'so<j'' to \u25a0\u25a0-,nivei additional

i%^o^S«^nit.nUa ryMfil^o^alryMfil^o^al

; The New-York World points 'out that
nbland'.-li.vMolineuxllias 'justibegiin; his
fourth year as a prisoner ''charged:- with
murder, and that it is possible that three
years • hence he )may -stillibeg a":prisoner
and ;;be neither; ;finally.,iconvicted ';,nor
cleared of the crime;;otvwjb.ich«h;~y« srac-'
cuscd. The fact must impress :ui»on him

\u25a0^forcU)! j^wJmt|Sla^^winitlSyfpthe ßlaw's

"
Hoii John H._ Reagan, o£ Texas, is re-

ported ill and threatened withpneumonia.

He is the last. surviving:member of th'j

Confederate Cabinet, •'in:which he was
Po&tmaster-General. He has been since
thy war between the States, as he was
before that period, a member of the

Federal Congress, and has .since the
war also been Federal' >Senator from
Texas. He is . nbw^jopalrman-; of 'the
Texas railroad comijiseibix: We trust he
•will;escape; the pneumonia, and soon re-
cover.- •\u25a0\u25a0 ...\u25a0..-'.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0-" ;'i- •:'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0':..'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0:. '\u25a0\u25a0.-\u25a0.-

,WAX-TIME MTBItARrVEXT-CTtE.
Tliq celebration in France of the cen-

tennial of Victor HugVs^birth, reminds
us* of the fact that during the wat be-
tween . the States the old book, fircn of
West & Johnson, of this city, got out
an edition of;his "Les MJserables.". 1 It

was 'not an edition de luxe by any means,

for it was printed from worn type, on
coarse, common paper, with very low-
grade ink, and was bound in paper. In"
all the circumstances, however, it was
like the Confederate note, "the best our
poor country could do," and the achieve-
ment was justlyregarded as a great one.
Ifthe venture did not pay the publish-

ers financially, it paid them _ through the
knowledge of the widespread: pleasure it
bestowed. In the home, in the hospital,

and in the camp, the volmes were lite-
rally devoured, and, perhaps, more peo-
ple in the South read Victor Hugo during

the war than ever read him before, or
have read him since. And, by the by,

the Confederate soldier, derived pleasure,'

or rather fun, from the 1 enterprise in

another way than by reading the books.
With his never-failing- sense of humor
he soon transformed "Les Miserables"
into "Lee's miserables," and applied the
latter to himself and his: companions.

THB XEAV WARD.

•The policy recommended by the Dis-
patch, and also by City Attorney Pollard,

to cure the defects in the Wallace bill,

has been adopted and willbe enacted into
law."

Thus the "boundaries of Clay. Ward will
remain undisturbed -until.;tlie registration

and polling places "are established. And
the present members from Clay Ward will

serve their terms out; but on April10th
Democratic nominations may be made
for both wards, and on the fourth Thurs-
day in May. our candidates willbe elect-
ed, and on the Ist day of July they will
take their seats in th^Board of Aldermen
and Common Council. "In other words,

conditions with respect to the City

Council, Board of Fire Commission-
ers and Police Commissioners will remain
in statu quo until tne new council' goes

into office.' Then Clay /Ward and Lee
Ward,, each,- will have full ward repre-
sentation. We are gratified to be able
to record this much progress; but -In-
stead of seven wards Richmond should
have ten— each With a population/of about
9,000. ... :

We are looking forward to that day,

but do* not expect its arrival; until the
new Constitution has been completed and
th'cre has been a registration of the voters
under the new suffrage article. When
that happy time comes, there need be
no Jackson Ward—l.c.; no "Blackßelf—
in this city. \u25a0 y. . ' -

'\u0084lf- nOOSEVELT AXD HAXXA-
The friends of the President, or, rather,

we would better saj-, his political mana-
gers, have been .-felicitating themselves
upon a telegram •recently sent out from

Washington to the effect that Hannai. as-

sured Mr. Roosevelt soon after the latter

entered the White Housv, that so far as

ho (Hanna) was concerned the track for

the nomination in 1904 was clear. In
fact;"-tiieUelegram stated that Hanna de-

iciared* to Koosevelt 'explicitly that he

was not a candidate for the presidential
nomination, and"; that •\u25a0Roosevelt "ne-_d

not at any time consider him a candi-.
date." Moreover,. in;,the: same' telegram it

was afilrmed that, MarkVshowed irrita-
;.«pn"•"•"'•every time .'his;^ possible candidacy

.was mentioned; . -
Now,; howWor, a "most "..reliable in-

"formaht" comes forward the decla-
ration that he has' read.' a -letter written
by -Hanna to a devoted friend, in which
tlie junior Ohio Senator acquiesced in the

probability of his allowing his name to

go before the nvxt Republican national
convention. ,

To be specific. Hanna, according to pur

"most reliable informant, 1
"

-wrote that
while it was yet too early to make a

definite announcement of his candidacy,

the time might be reached in due course

of events, and then he would be pleased 'to
rely upon : the active, services of hia
admirers and friends. . ;•

It would seem up to the Roosevelt
boomers to reconcile two very conflicting

outgivings of the -Republican Boss,
'or

call their self .felicitations off, and go to
"hustling." Of course, it may Ire that

Hanna's letter to his "devoted friend"
was simply on adroit recourse to stave
off the importunities of.his host of zeal-:
ous partisans; and it may. be that his
activity in extending his lines of in-,

fiuence, propitiating his enemies and at-
tracting hew sources of power, is exclu-
sively in the interest of Mr. Roosevelt
None the less, we arte inclined to agree

with the friends of the latter, who advise
that It would be just as well for the
Roosevelt forces to take counsel of skep-
ticism on these, points.

Poisoned Ar'Sow.s.
(Observations of a Philosophical Friend

:.-.'.' -of Qurs.) . ,_>-/-. "Haeret lateri lethalis arundo.V— Vir-^
gil.- \u25a0 \u25a0 ;. \u25a0

\u25a0

?-M -'
\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0?\u25a0- . .:. \u25a0'\u25a0

"There is that speaketh like the'pierc-
irigs of a sword."— Solomon. , , .:-.-''

Poisoned arrows are theymissiles of bar-
barians and '"savages." :They:are poison-
ed':.. by a cruel, hateful, devilish heart,
and mean death or protracted agony -to
those against whom they, are-, aimed.

„\u25a0• War is said to be the ''ultima ratio
regum"— trie last plan or :argument of
kings. When reason .fails to settle dis-"
putes between kings and -nations they
take to fighting.;Solomon says: A,fool's
lipsjeriter irito contention and his mouth:
calleth for strokes. In other -words;
when human reason fails to arrange mat-
ters between kings, nations, and fools,
they fall to. the"level of the brute, and'
appeal to the devil, who settles the dis-
pute" by the destruction of \u25a0; one or the
other. Civilized warfare is,,of course,
devilish justice rand; infernal .humanity.

'
Still,.as men .must become a great "deaU
better than they ,are before they give

.UP fighting, so: itwiir be some: time be-
fore wars cease and. wisdom rules.
'Meantime, .the .good Angel of Chris-
tianized humanity waits on men in;their
madness, stays ;it when it can, and Jasi
far as possible .lessens or lightens the
dire consequences; heals its: wounds: and
alleviates its miseries. . Modern"; warfare'
.wants :nothing :but the .settling of'the
"disputed point.

*' "' " *-
Malice, hate, and human ;:misery and

-suffering areT not counted;-" as .parts ?of;
modern \u25a0 warfares Questions are .'largely;
decided by physical 'force ;:and: might,"
after;;reason \u0084has failed: :and/ might&is
taken' to settle^ and; establish bright.'/ ': Be-

;yond ;that,: :opponents, are -again friends"
\u25a0 and /brothers. v; ,'•:And^ inv,

:very:l>-triithr-\modern watfare is:more a";trial ofisupe-'
\u25a0iriority;;':\u25a0 in machinery, ->mechanical; and^
mianciar arrangements, engineering,'}] and;
:chemistryVthan:;a- mere 'shedding of;l)lobd':
;and destruction of>life:'? ;rour?clyllizatl6ril
:is becomingymore:andrm6refaverse ?-to;the":

fof 5 andsblpodshed^^Anai

;t^vf6nows^theEendgof£wars,
n^r3Tc^e^ofMgen^le;j3trained;

lnurses/^^U|^nstrui^nts^of^destructiohl
|thatyook jbcyond|immediate \u25a0 trlumphfaSTclt
fj^rtend5: or.;prolong;,personal 'tßufferinc^iircf

according" to the eternals fitness •of
thingsgthat matches fareSraadei

\u25a0An'rt
'"Daughters' of jthe Confederacy

\u25a0•in Rejcurrt to tlie Anne Lee Grave.

TbUtie Editor$fa the.Dispatch: . &£5-
.V.corresporideVt jwhc^has .lately visited

•the "> spot,. expreS?^i' rrfgret'.>that General
*Lee;s \u25a0 daughter should -.sleep-" in.a country

burial prroumtvstates that.her grave is

neglected^ andvjntimates that -the people

of Warren 'county .rand the Daughters of

the-Confedei-acy'are derelict in this mat-

ter.- He' also suggests that the remains,
'
should .be removed to a more suitable
place. ; '

\u25a0\u25a0•'..••• • -\u25a0 ~\.
The facts in .the: case :are as follows:

Whenin the fall of 1882 Mia* Anne Carter
Lee died at Jones's Spring, N..\C.,v,her.
father, General R.E. Lee,- expressed the
desire 2 that.; she ~ should rest \u25a0 among the
people who had 'shown, her :so much kini-
ness" till the remains could be removed to
Arlington. This, along with an! undying;

\u25a0 gratitude .to t\\ipeople of Warren county,

\u25a0 is- expressed"'' in a "letter ;of^lrs:;L.ee's. to

Mrs. Jones, now.in.the possession ;of the
Daughters" of the ;at Kittrell.

."': The; war over, the T sadly-impoverished i""
people ;of:Warrenl county promptly-raised ]
:sivOOO^'ahd'CeYectedi/ari* appropriate iionu-
Iment to' Miss Lee,' besides' inclosing the
burial>ground— that.of ahe- once \wea;thy|
Jones family—by'Va r substantial iron fence,

\u25a0 costing probably 1 another.; jn.oCO. v .•
•

'tThe" 'monument;; was dedicated .August^;
S, = 18G6;:in:;'- the :presence: of. an1:immense;
concourse of people. "James Barron Hope

read an-- original 'poem. .Generals; ;G." W.
;CALee"arid W:H;F.!Lee were presentCas;
.representatives vaf.the .family.-.The^father.
;could not ;be. present . owing to the bounds
of.his: parole precluding shis i;leavingHVir-
;
ginia;: tout-- he '.visited^the .grave".in: 1870.

farfew;;months rbeforelhis death.' . ; -
~iS;i The (monument and jfence; are \in.;as per-
:feet? conditionIri6wi-as;;oh;ithe:Jdayv?they;
'Were ;erectedK ;Tne': Daughters of;the"Coh-
*federacy^at:^KittrellLyisit'the;spot;;twenty}
?milesl?distant;? ;place

;and ?see.lthat \u25a0; ho tunseeriYly ,lsbrut>"
:ehcrqaches;upon;it. :£The;firstiplah;;\vas;to I

?itS*This;wasj^ecidedStb^l)?simpracticableJ
?b]ivirig?to^the";;< nneT^ove^:Itwa^th^ugbt,tfestitb}fe^
? shrubs is.ndhicave \the;natural Jsraiseslas^
"thelonly ones that would probably thrive
|unxier;th'ese';cpndltions. k.~*slis|g^)und^of \abou tjan;, eighthj
:of-an acre, 'contains a goon* m.mysotlier.
graves.'fand'' several- other monument^plf
'}s;fltil!used iv a place of !ntermentJti^All.; we all knew.what;iyi*wiaj;'to;ft«t;.on«':

The Crime of the Common-wealth.
(Extracts from,Danville Free Press.)

Is the cruel spirit;of- a past decade
with us, or do we dream? Ithardly
seems possible that the facts existing
in.the paper read- before the Richmond
Academy of Medicine by;Dr. Carrington
last March can be true. Yet there is not
the least doubt of the truth. Inmaking:
man God placed two things at his dis-
posal, that, under ordinary-'circum-

\u25a0 stances he can;always attain. These two
things are also the chiefest and:most

;important necessities of human existence.;
The 'one is' air; pure, :healthy' oxygen,
that is as plentiful as the demand o£
nature can possibly desire. The other
Is., food; the- latter may not mean the
diet of kings, but it does mean substan-
tial nourishment. To shut a livingcrea-
ture ,in/solitary . confinement, and .then-
refuse that* creature air and proper food
is'the essence of brutality. It borders
on the' practice "of paganism. It casts
a shadow over, the fair Dominion that
is as dark and cruel as the malignant
smile of Satan. The Question of 'blame
is not now 'under, consideration. Suffice
it to say,, that until the evil is removed
there, is blame on the head of every
.Virginian, who has -an opportunity^ to
Interpose in behalf *of decency, or' who
fails to see the great emergency that
calls for his helping hand. Is it right
that we should daily bow our heads -in
prayer to God," when this thing stands as
a vilemenace to our Commonwealth,
while we, forgetful of our brother's suf-
fering, have gone our way?

;\u25a0 We talk of mercy;of a kind God, /who
will!Hear us when We pray,, and when we
lay us down at r.ight we do so unmindful

iof.the fact- that hundreds of men; are
lin prison cells 'In Richmond,^ withthe

sanitary •arrangements in such a "condi-
tion as to' make living"therein almost
unbearable. V.ls I',.just,that even a con-
vict should be treated thus? Would you
even i-dog in such a-nianner?
Is it the hand o\ justice that,bur prisons
mete out,.when .they^placemen.. in these
cells; where thrre is scarce air enough
to \u25a0;\u25a0 and .thus, allow,- them to
spend the night .in the filth of impure
oxygen, coming forthi for the day's

\u25a0 work..; weakened- .:and debilitated? Is/-it
right* that these/men, most of whom :are
of the' toughest constitutions, must be
allowed -to; die at the ;rate of;forty_ a
year out of the' thousand," and \u25a0 this 'sin
consideration of the fact that the average
terms of-:imprisonment are not over six
years?

* '*- , • . v.- \" ThVpenltentiary, authorities are making
ej'ery effort;to save the men from suffer-
ing,';but what canithey. do \u25a0 with "a miser-
able; makeshift of a;prison, with scarce
room; enough to accommodate half "its
inmates?/;' -/>;./.W //\u25a0 \u25a0'.'-: '.' t;:,-,>

: -;.;
"j:There Is yet ano then side ;to

'
the matter.

The /"Virginia" PenitentiaryL/Is a paying
institution-:;: It"has" netted 'large profits
to ;|the;. State t ahhually. The/ men; who
grind. 6utf:thelr liyln*g:there;are =coin!ng
money / for/;;the/ Commonwealth fwith
death-sweat, ;many of . them.

-
T>r./ Car-

Jrington .has ;expressed it'as\ "A sfn crying
to J:Heaven." /That? 'Jlsj5 just/what it:' Is.
Again;/ the* eminent iphysician; says, "The
cells-?~rnay /be Z;termed and
crime-promoters." r

-
< , "' ;_ ' ",

/ The SGoverhof,/In hls^ recent Vmessage
togthe; L|egl9lature,-; wisely..- called aiten-
tton/ito^y the/ condition^ of theSlpeniten-

t'tiary. |That;-bQdyJ{will vno'^doubt: giyellt
at tention,;/ and ;J thei-rsympathy2/of ;";many

V^Christian.' (brgarilzatl6ns|hasl already,! been
|/<Kvok~ed;'{sb^that*s6me^remedial^actibn^3

;; .We', believelithey;

Honors of'.|the3 State :jth"ey^fepr.esfntiJf.irnd'
.;fbr,ithjsIreasonkwe ipredict^lheTcomplete
eradicaUohT:pf^thls[crlmelofftthd|C^
wealtb^WelaVeJassufeaHthal iltl-wllllbe:
aljoHshed In the n«ar future, and In this

''Ate


