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' “! wSICKENING HORRORS.

_The penitentiary’s condition is almost
Snconceivable to the human mind, and it
would be diflicult, indeed, to conceive of
Bny penal institution being permitted to
continue under such intolerable condi-
tions. Visitors from all parts of the
country—from Tlorida to Mainc—have
turned away from the contemplation of

ts sickening horrors in wonder and
amazement that the State of Virginia
would countenance the continuance of
such dreadful conditions.”—Extract from
the report of the Le Cato Commission.

Tor ten or twelve yeafs pathetic and
persistent appeals have been made to the
General Assembly of Virginia to vote
a sum of money sufficient to give more
cell-room in the penitentiary. In cvery
snstance the appeal has been denied out-
right or else compliance with it inde-
finitely postponed.

The majority of members have not se-
riously questioned the fact that ours is
fhe most densely-crowded State prison
in any English-speaking land, but it was
alwaws apologetically said that the reve-
were too secanty to
And then,
who

nues of the State
wllow such an expenditure.
100, there were some legislators
thought the penitentiary might well be
removed from Richmond, or that the
convicts could better be put to work on
or that the purchase of
an additional farm would solve the
problem. To » inquire into, and report
all ihese suggestions and theories,

public roads,

upon.
ihe Le Cato Commissien, congisting of
members of the Legislature, was ap-
yointed. After months of careful in-
vibstigation it has submitted its report,
ihe substance of which we published
scvera]l days ago, and from which we
have taken the foregoing striking ex-
dract.

It is nmow impossible for the General
L&s;uvm]lly .10 complain of lack of in-
fm-'mutiun. The officers of the peniten-
tiary. physicians without number, ;sani-
tariang, ministers of the Gospel, legisla-
tive committee after committee, Gover-
nor after Governor, and the Constitu-
tional’ Convention itself, and the
J.6 Cato Commission—all have declared,
and with ail possible emphasis—that pres-
ent conditions at the penitentiary are
a disgrace to Virginia. The remedy sug-
gosted ds the expenditure of about $200,000,
whiéh  would enable a tolerably fire-
piopf cell building to be put up as an
addition to ,present accommodations.

' So the need of more cell-room is indis-
putably established. <

1y’ §s likewise shown that it is Thope-
lessly impracticable to talk about re-
moving the penitentiary from Richmond,
x:n ~-ast would the expense be. To some
extent short-term convicts—*‘able-bodied
men”’—might be sent to work upon ihe
public roads, but the odds are that most
©of them would be returned to the peni-
gtentiary during the ' winter months, In-
deed, an examination of the tables of
anortality of convicts that have been em-
ploved on roads compared with tables
of those worked within the prison walls
presents an unanswerable argument why
ghe . Legislature should ‘‘require” such
convicts to be brought back here for
the winter. %

'So far as the State Farm is concerned,
41 has no more hands, just now, than it
inwds, vet it has all that can be spared
from the shoe contracts.

Al smedical science teaches that con-
aicts should have more pure air than they
can zel at present in the Virginia peni-
tentlary, and the testimony of the off-
cials of that institution makes plain that
e vcrpwd{:d ‘condition of the cells leads
to practices against which human nature
revolts,

A penitentiary ought-tosbe a place for
r(-tox~:nixx',;:l._1‘:l;1e, “svicked,“but . conditions
hure g})@-g}ggzluﬂe hope v‘th:*lt ihe ave-
aage prisonerwhen  liberated “will go
:rorlh”z better .man than he was .when
Jie camein. ghat ought not to be. Nor
shoplouriState be- indifferent on this
_SubjEch TA great’ responsibility | rests
t5bigh Tesolve. should: be not
(c ﬁcélrgin" the ‘prisoner of his
for the good of sociely, but to
bring him.to'repentance and work a re-
formation 4n s .character—a_ thing well-
nigh impossible in the horrldly-crowded
cells of the penitentiary,.'ss’ -

That such conditions as exist in our
crowded penitendary should obtain, when
1he net earnings of the convicts might be
used--torafford -relicf,  is'~a  disgrace
10 our civilization and a vile Dblot
upon the fair name of Virginia. And

now

only

"S‘,ct for ten or twelve vears all appeals

on behplf of the eufféring prisoness have
**It costs too much,” me:mn-

s W’ Ll;as_ a surplus in her
'y y qgﬁpggg_’gspp,ooo, some of which
might well” Po, used to give:additional
ﬁl-_room at the penitentiary, It would
PUL Do returning to the prison a fow

earninge of the prisoners. - For

37 N0

Office, 619 east Broad' street.

tventy ‘years the net ‘earnings of the
_convicts proved an indispensable part or
¢ net income of Virginia, and now that
‘tho State Is well to do’and has a surplus,
‘justice requires that.she should do for
the conviets what she is fully able to
do, and -what justice and.a decent regard
for the opinlion of mankind require her
to do—to wit, double tha. cell-room.

The statement of Fighting Bob Evans’s
that the New York, Sampson’s ‘ship, was
in sight during the Santiago engage-
ment, leads the South Boston News to

| cecnelude- that “Bob must have been some

distance off himself, or he could not have
seen the New York.”

The testimony of other witnesses as 10
the Jocation of Sampson's ship, while the
fighting was in progress, would seem to
argue that the News's conclusion is not
far from correct.

.~ ROOSEVELT AND HANNA.

The friends of the President, or, rather,
we would better say, his political mana-
gers, have been. Telicitating themselves
upon a telegram recently sent out from
Washington to the effect that Hanna as-
sured Mr. Roosevelt soon after the latter
entered the White House, that so far as

he (Hanna) was concerned the track for
the nomination in 1904 was clear. In

fact, the telegram stated that Hanna de-
dlared to Roosevelt ‘explicitly that he
was not a candidate for the presidential
nomination, and that Roopsevelt “ne.d
not at any time consider him a,_c:tndi-
date.” Moreover, in the same telegram it
was aflirmed that Mark showed irrita-
tion every time his possible candidacy
was mentioned. & ]

Now, however, a “most . reliable
formant”’ comes forward with the decla-
ration that he has read a letter written
by Hanna to a devoted friend, in which
the junior Ohio Senator acquiesced in the
probability of his allowing his name to
go before the next Republican national
convention.

To be specificc, Hanna, according to our
“most reliable informant,” wrote that
while it was yet too early to make 2
definite announcement of his candidacy,
the time might be reached in due course
of events, and then he would be pleased to
rely upon {he active services of his
admirers and friends.

It would seem up to the Roosevelt
boomers to reconcile two very conflicting
outgivings of the Republican Boss, OTr
call their self felicitations off, and go to
“hustling.”” Of course, it may be that
Hanna's letter to his ‘‘devoted friend”
was simply an adroit recourse to stave
off the importunities of his host of zeal-
ous partisans; and it may be that his
activity in extending his lines of in-
fluence, propitiating his enemies and at-
tracting n'ew sources of power, is exclu-
sively in the interest of Mr. Roosevelt.
Nene the less, we are inclined to agree
with the friends of ihe latter, who advise
that 1t would be just as well for the
Rooseyelt forces to take counsel of skep-
ticism on these points.

in-

. WAR-TIME LITERARY VENTURE.
The celebration in France of the cen-
tennial of Victor Hugo's birth reminds
usg of the fact that during the waf De-
tween the States the old book firm of
West & Johnson, of this city, got out
an edition of his ‘“Les Miserables.” 1t
was not an edition de luxe by any means,
for it was printed from worn type, on
coarse, common paper, with very low-
grade ink, and was bound in paper. In
all the circumstances, however, it was
like the Confederate note, ‘‘the best our
poor country could do,” and the achieve-
ment was justly regarded as a great one.
If the venture did not pay the publish-
ers financially, it paid them through the
knowledge of the widespread pleasuge it
bestowed. In the home, in the hospital,
and in the camp, the volmes were lite-
rally devoured, and, perhaps, more peo-
ple in the South read Victor Hugo during
the war than ever read him before, or
have read him since. And, by the Dby,
the Confederate soldier derived pleasure,
or rather fun, from the enterprise in
another way than by reading the books.
With his never-failing sense of humor
he soon transformed “Les Miserables”
into *“Lee’'s miserables,” and applied the
latter to himself and his companions.

THE NEW WARD.

The policy recommended by the Dis-
patch, and also by City Attorney Pollard,
{0 cure the defects in the Wallace bhill,
has been adopted and will be enacted into
law.

Thus the boundari-}s of Clay Ward will
remain undisturbed until the registration
and polling places are established. And
the present members from Clay Ward will
serve their terms out; but on April 10th
Democratic nominaticns may be made
for both wards, and on the fourith Thurs-
day in May our candidates will be elect-
ed, and on the 1st day of July they will
take their seats in the Board of Aldermen
and Common Council. In other words,
conditions  with respect to the City
Council, Board of Fire <Commission-
ers and Police Commissioners will remain
in statu quo until the new Council goes
into office. Then Clay Ward and Lee
‘Wanrd, each, will have full ward repre-
sentation. We are gratified to be able
to record this much progress; but in-
stead of seven wards Richmond should
have ten—each with a population of about
9,000.

We are looking forward to that day,
but do not expect its arrival until the
new Constitution has been completed and
thxére has been a registration of the voters
under the new suffrage article. When
that happy time comes, there need be
no Jackson Ward—i. e., no ‘“Black Belt'—
in this city.

Hon John H. Reagan, of Texas, is re-
ported ill and threatened with pneumonia,
He is the last surviving member of the
Confederate Cabinet, in which he was
Postmaster-General. He has been since
the war between the States, as he was
before that period, a member of the

Fgderal Congress, and has since the
war also been Federal S¢nator from
‘Texas. He is now aHairman of the

Texas railroad comipission. We trust he
will escape the pneumonia, and soon re-
cover.

The New York World points out that
Roland B. Molincux has just begun his
fourth year as a prisoner cnhx‘ged with
murder, and that it is possible that three
years hence he may still' be a prisoner
and be neither finally convicted nor
cleared of the crime of .which h'~ . ac-
cused, The fact must impress upon him
tqrclbly what is meant by
delay.’*

relations between the country he repre-

| secretaryships of

y would

| “‘the law's

 CONSULAR SERVICE REFORM.

“At various times for a geﬁg’rntlon."gon-
sular reform’” has been agitated by the
commercial bodies of the ' country, and
on several occasions the subject has been
brought bLefore Congress in the sha.pe_ot
bills designed -to reorganize ‘and perfect
the service. In -1895, 'Mr. Morgan, as
chairman of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee of the Senate, reported to that
body, then Democratic, a consular rcform’—
measure, and in a later Congress Mr.
Lodge introduced a similar measure in
the upper chamber. Now the Lodge bill
is again before the Senate, and a bill of
like character has ‘been introduced in
the House by Representative Adams of
Pennsylvania.

The reform almed at is that of plac-
ing the consular service outside of party
politics and making merit and ability to.
discharge the duties of the position otl
consnl the claims to appointment and re-;
tention in office. The consular office is
the product of commercial necessity. Al
consul isa commercial and business agent, ,
stationed abroad for the purpose of pro-
tecting and advancing the interests of the
merchants and shippers of the country
he represents. In order to discharge his
trust intelligently he should be a man
of business bent, should be familiar with
the language of the people to whom he is
accredited, &w& shculd understand their
commercial and trade customs.

Tven where we have in the beginning
the business bent or education, the other
desirablé, not to say essential conditions,
are impossible of realization, under a
short or political tenure. Moreover, the
consul who is given his post as a political
pension, the continuance of which is de-
pendent upon his party’s lease of power,
or the puil of some other man on the
dispenser of personal patronage, has no
incentive to perform his duties, save in
a pérfunctory way, and no encourage-
ment to equip himself thoroughly for
consular work.  Be he never so conscien-
tious in the matter of cultivating trade

sents and that in which he is stationed,
he is not likely to look very far be-
yond the possibility of being superseded
upon the first change in the home ad-
ministration.

The Dispatch has long favored consular
reform along the lines above indicated;
and we sincerely hope that it will not
be further delayed. What with our steady
commercial expansion, the necessity for
the reform Is becoming more pressing
every day. Nor in respect of represen-
tation abroad would we stop at securing
a trained consular service. As.we have
stated more than once in previous discus-
sions of the matter, we would have our
diplomats go through a ‘‘school of diplo-
macy,” commencing with consulships,
legations, competent
tutelage in the State Department, &c.
Several bad diplomatic ‘‘breaks” we have
made in late years, as well as the cer-
tainty that our dealings with foreign na-
tions are destined to become more intri-
cate as time goes by, make it manifest
that to that complexion it must come if
we would safeguard against serious in-
ternational friction and being outwitted
in° important treaty negotiations.

A SEXNTIMENTAL REASON.

{ The Rural Retreat Times notes that
there is a sentimental as well as a
practical reaécn why Virginia should make
a great exhibit at the St. Louis Expo-
sition, and tzke a prominent part in ren-
dering that venture a success. It calls
attention to the fact that to the wisdom
of Jeiferson alone was due the event,
which the exhibition will commemorate,
and which rendered possible fruits that
are now enjoved by millions of happy
citizens of this country. It thinks that
Virginia owes it to her great son to
join in the vindication of the splendid
stroke by which he averted possible war
with France, prevented the establish-
ment of two or three separate govern-
ments within the area now embraced in
the United States, and added a Kking's
domain to the original States. The
Times's point is well made.

It is said that there are at present
more miles of horse-car lines in New
York city than in all the rest of the
country combined, the mileage in the
metropolis” being 119; in the rest of the
United States, 107. Electricity has taken
the place of the horse everywhere, ex-
cept in slow-going (?) Gotham.

Would it not be an instructive ‘‘ob-
ject lesson’ to all our taxpayers, if they
calmly sit down and compare,
through a succession of years, their
ante bellum tax bills with what they are
now paying, in these, our own ‘“weak,
piping times of peace” and—poverty?—
P. B. Pendleton in Louisa County N.ews.

‘State’” taxes are no higher now than
they were before the war between the
States. The ‘“county” and ‘city’” taxes
are the burdensome things.

———————

Toisoned Arrows.
(Observations of a Philosophical Friend
of Qurs.)

“Haeret lateri lethalis arundo.”—Vir-

gil.
“There is that speaketh like the piere-
ings of a sword.”’—Solomon.

Poisoned arrows are the missiles of bar-
barians and savages." They are poison-
ed by a cruel, hateful, devilish heart,
and mean death or protracted agony to
those against whom they are aimed.

War 1s said to be the ‘‘ultima ratio
Tegum’’—the last plan or argument of
kings. When reason fails to settle dis-
putes bhetween Kkings and nations they
take to fighting.  Solomon says: A fool’s
lips enter into contention and his mouth
calleth for strokes. In other words,
when human reason fails to arrange mat-
ters between kings, nations, and fools,
they fall to the level of the brute and
appeai to the devil, who settles the dis-
pute by the destruction of one or the
other. Civilized warfare is, of course,
devilish justice and infernal ~humanity.”
Still, as men must become a great deal
better than they are before they give
up fighting, so it will be some time be-
fore %ars cease and wisdom rules.

Meantime, the good Angel of <Chris-
tianized humanity wdits on men in their
madness, stays it when it can, and as
f:}r as possible lessens or lightens the
dire consequences; heals its wounds and
allevtiates t;ts miseries. Modern warfare
wants nothing but the settli {
disputed point. DER e

Muli_ce, hate, and human misery and
suffering are not counted as parts of
modern warfare. Questions are largely
decided by physical force and might
after reason has failed: and might is'
taken to settle and establish right. Be-
yond that, opponents are again friends
and Dbrothers; And, in- very truth,
modern warfare is more a-trial of supe-
riority in machinery, mechanical, and
financial arrangements, engineering, and
chemistry than a mere shedding of blood
and destruction of ‘life. Our clyilization
is becoming more and more averse.to the
horrors of warfare and bloodshed.  And
the softening ‘and obliteration of animosi-
ties follows the end of ‘wars, helped
by the tender, care of ' gentle,  trained:
nurses. All instruments of 'destruction
‘that look beyond immediate triumph’ am
extend ‘or. prolong personal suffering

-flict is over. ;
‘common life are meant: to lodge .invital

{ touch sore places

Itis
d | things ‘that:
5 18

Modern ‘warfare recosnizes
‘and courtesies and’principles.
‘of ‘justice,~'and /repudiates:cruelty

savagery L{: every torrg.
. The philosophy an C
‘modern -warfare .are applicable to all
‘the alfferences that arlse between human
‘beings. It is the partiof the fool ito
regort readily to blows, or, what is next
.to them. to strong language and insuits.
IWhen the first gun‘is fired the war “be-
gins, and no one can’say what will fol-
low. When the first offensive word fs
spoken the: consequences are all.sure of
harm. But difficulties, like war, will.still
go on..:The ‘only hope: is that-higher
standards of propriety and ideals of re=
spectability ‘are more and more ‘exerting
their- restraining 'and enlightening _1in-
fluences. And decency and good: sense
and humanity are more opposing them-

:selves to the use of poisoned arrows and

insulting words, that make themselves
felt and work their misery after the con-
The poisoned arrows -of

parts; to wound the spirit; that are meant
never to be forgotten or forgiven.
And there are malicious souls who seem
to take a fiendish delight in thinzs that
will hurt most and last longest: that will
and rankle. These
speak like the piercings of the soul,
and make reconciliations impossible. On
the contrary, the man of sense and
good breeding wilf be careful mnot . to
strike below the belt; not to hit the
vital part; not to wound unnecessarily.
And when this jealousy shows itself on
either side, and is -appreciated, recon-
ciliation and good will begin their honor-
able work. Certainly, the general world
knows which is the gentleman.

B ———

ELECTION OF COUNCILMEN.

Requisites to Good and Successful
. Membership There.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

As mauch interest is manifested in re-
gard to the election of our next City
Council, a few practical remarks in con-
nection with the subject may not. be in-
appropriate. =

A number of excellent names have been
suggested for membership of the City
Council—men who would make able and
efficient representatives. Undoubtedly
there is good material to select from—
viz.: lawyers, doctors, merchants, me-
chanies, and. others, who would reflect
credit upon their constituency. TUnfortu-
nately, many of these men seem indiffer-
ent, and excuse themselves from becom-
ing candidates by saying they cannot
afford the time from their business, and
congequently they.are not aspirants for
these honors.

Richmond should have In her Council
progressive and practical citizens. ‘We
have many citizens eminently well fitted
te discharge the responsible duties of mu-
nicipal affairs.

A representative should be a man of
experience and expansive views, who
knows the necessities of the people, and
has the ability, integrity, and courasge
to represent their interest in all>matters
of importance. '

It makes .no difference to what profes-
sion or occupation the candidate may be-
lorg, so that he possesses the proper
qualifications as a representative of the
people; but no man should be a represen-
tative of the people simply because he
belongs to a certain profession or
line of business. It is the desire of all
that Richmond shall’ make a wise and
judicious selection of her city Legisla-
ture. So mote it be. X, C.

SRR IR e BT

Foote and Pryor.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

‘A writer in the Philadelphia Times in
a article reproduced in your columns,
represent both Foote and Pryor as having
shown the white feather in the affairs in
which they were respectively engaged;
Foote, indeed, as having-acted the cring-
ing coward. I dc not believe that any
southern State ever sent as its represen-
tative to the Congress of the TUnited
States any such coward as Foote is al-
leged to have been. Before I am con-
vinced I shall have to have better proof
than the unsupported assertion of the
writer in the Times. As to Pryor, no one
who knew him ever questioned his per-
sonal courage. He rosé to the rank of

brigadier-general in the Confederate
army, a position to which no coward
could have attained. His subsequent

career is too well known to require notice.
He was a distinguished member of the
New York bar and finally of the bench
of that State.
State, had ever heard of Potter before or
since the Pryor-Potter affair till about the
time of his death, and, perhaps, in con-
nection with that event, when it was
stated that he was a wreck. The writer
in the Times must bave drawn on his
imagination for his facts.
T. E. ROYALL.
Burkeville, Va., February 2§, 1902

The Penitentiary Ountrage.

(Fredericksburg Free Lance.)

What a shame! What an outrage upon
the fair name of Virginia! It is a mira-
cle that no scourge of disease has broken
lout among the prisoners and spread
through the city around them. X urther-
more, loathsome vermin are in the walls,
and all efforts made by the prison ofli-
cials to eradicate them have failed, and
the prisoners in summer-time cannot es-
cape being devoured by these horrible
insects at night, in addition to their
terrible suffering from the heat, foul,
disgusting air, and densely crowded
state. We are informed that there have
been recently 258 cases of that terrible
skin disease known as “itch,” and only
the most stringent medical precautions
have prevented its spread throughout the
entire prison. g

The cooking department Is under
ground and very dark and entirely too
damp and too small to furnish decently-
cooked food to such a number of prison-
ers. The hospitak is right In the midst of
the closely-confined court into which
every door and transom opens, for it is
the only chance to secure fresh air.

But enough; the sight is so appalling
and disgraceful that we shrink from de-
scribing it further. YWe doubt if Siberia
was ever so bad a place for the reception
of criminals as is our own penitentiary.
The very thought of 1,400 people in a civi-
lized State being compelled to exist as
heretofore described is enough to make
Virginians rise up in open revolution and
demand of our Legislature immediate re-
lief -for these people, who are suffering
because of the neglect of sumebody in
official power. = i

——me

The Modern American,

They call ’em fads these queer
that modern fokes affect,

An’ some of ’‘em, perhaps, are quite de-
servin’ of respect;

But one I can’t approve of—an’ no sterlin’
patriot can— .

This bein’ an American on the European
plan. %

ideas

It's quite the fashion now to study
furrin’ ways an’ hints,

An’ eat an' dress accordin’ to some one
or t'other Prince, : 2

An’ wurst of all, to go abroad . as of'en
as you can, o

An’ spend your Yankee dollars on the
European plah.

It seems to me this sorter thing ain’t
what it oughter be, = 2 R

An’ ef it ain’t abated of, fust thing you
know, you’ll see

The goddess an' the-eagle sittin’ on a
gold divan, = -

A singin’ Yankee Doodle on the Euro-
pean plan.

Enasily Explained.

MThat is the third- defeat for. Feidle-
hime as: a candidate for alderman; T
wonder why it is he doesn’t run well?’

“You have yourself explained the rea-
son; he doesn’t run because he is a
standing candidate.” S

to the ete

s according

o,

“principles ot

No one outside of his:

i‘qa]::ﬂtée_gs ot |

DisATISEIED,

d | Ana He Gives tlhie Convention &

<~ Scolding. EALERPTNT
To the Editor of the Dispatch: .. .
“Having been confined to the house by
snow, sleet, ice, and rain, during the past
week. I have had a good opportunity to
read up the proceedings of the Consti-
tutional 'Convention® as reported in the:
Daily Dispatch, and I have come to the
conclusion that a large majority of its
members lack ‘“back-bone” and indepen-
dence. | o =

They are afraid of their own shadows—
and especially are they afraid of dogs,
least they get bit by them, and they
are also very much afraid of .whiskey,
fearing it may cause their death politi-
cally—But there are two sides to the
latter question.
which way the tree will fall. But should
the Constitution be rejected by a vote of
the people, they will be afraid of meet-
ing the ghost of a ‘“nigger’” at the polls:
But there is one thing they are not afraid
of, and that is to spend the people’s
money in fixing big salaries and waisting
time with full pay etc., But this is not
an age of patriotism, that is all forgotten,
and belongs to the past. The patriots
of the past age were ‘old fogies.” We
live now in a more advanced and enlight-
ened age, when offices can be. made for
our frienrs, with big salaries attached,
and these friends when when they get in
office, may return the compliment when
his benefactor gets in a hard place by a
1tit‘el Tt&ahrdl m mf m ff wypmfwyp
little “‘wire pulling.””

But, the men who are so awfully afraid
of being killed by whiskey, now will they
answer the 20,000 petitioners—their wives,
and daughters, and their sweethearts, and
friends? ~ :

‘When they get back home! It will be an
awful day of reckoning with some of
them, would that we had a recorded vote
on these questions.

The €onstitution seems to regulate all

danferous and frightful questions to the
Legislature. Now what will the Legisla-
ture do with the dogs? Just as they have
heretofore; refer the question to the sev-
tral Boards of Supervisors, (some of the
members of that body in the Legislature
are also afraid of dogs). The supervi-
sors, poor creatures are so lank, lean, and
tough, the dogs won’t bite them they
say.
”Oh! that we had a body of men with
back bone,” and independence, liwe my
old friend, and army comrade, McIlwaine,
he is not afraid, and. has no axe to grind,
but ‘may the good Lord deliver us from
the hands of the possibility, is the prayver
of an OLD SUBSCRIBER.

Amelia county, Va., February 24, 1902.

GOOD ROADS.

A Financial Plan
= ~Them. %
To the Editor of the Dispatch:
V.i[rt,z}gi\: psfsgrsa]gire]u't deal sald in the
Sin 4 ely on the subject of
good roads and the best way to get
them, and I would like to, through your
columns, suggest a plan to which I have
given quite a lot of thought.

It is conceded that it will take quite
a lot of money, and the question is how
bes} to raise-it, and next how to handle
it in the bes$t and most economical man-
ner. - I don't bhelieve that there is a
cgunty in the State that could spend
$50,000, or even $20,000. in one vear over
and above its regular road fund to good
advantage; and to put a sum like this
in a county treasury would be too great
a temptation to extravagance for. it
ever to be used to the best advantage.
If this money was borrowed the county
would have to increase its levy so as
}o meet the interest and establish a sink-
ing fund to pay off the debt at maturity,
and this amount would have to be raised
through good times and bad, no matter
how great the burden might become.
My plan is for each county, so to speak, to
borrow the money for road improvement
from itself, or rather make arrangements
to pay interest and sinking fund on
$50,000 or $100,000, and use this amount, in-
terest and sinking fund, every yvear to put
a portion of its roads in permanent re-
pair, instead of paying it to a bondholder.
They would soon see that this would
act like a sunking fund on the regular
road fund, because every mile of road
put on a permanent basis would leave
that much of the road fund free to be
added to the extra fund or be expend-
ed in the betterment of the ordinary
roads. By this plan, in a 'ffew years
the regular road fund could either be
reduced or part of it put on the  per-
manent fund, and this way would sooner
get all of the important roads in such
shape that only a nominal sum would
be needed to keep them in repair. I
believe from a long ‘experience with
public roads that in every county the
roads ought to be put in not less than
three classes. The first class ought
to be the most important and fixed up
first and best, and then the second class
next best, and the third class, which
are generally merely passways that have
to be kept open, but very little travelled.
T think that the best feature In my
plan is.that in case of hard times and
depression, or if any great extra ex-
pense should fall upon the county, this
expenditure could be at once suspended,
which could not-be done if the money
was borrowed on county bonds running
for many years.:'.‘

There is another feature in my plan
that T think would be a good one, and
that is that this permanent road im-
provement ought to be put in The hands
of first-class men, elected or appointed
for at least four years, SO as not to
have the plans and system of road work
changed every year or two, as it is now
so often done under our constant chang-
ing of county officers. I would like
very much -to hear from some of your
other readers who are interested in good
roads on my plang HB:

Dublir, Va., February. 18, 1902

: S,
INJUSTICE TO PEOPLE IN WARREN

for Securing

And Daughters of the Confedexacy
in Regard to the Anne Lee Grave.
To the Editor,of the Dispatch: £

A correspondént iwho has lately visited
‘the: spot,. expresses:regret that General
Lee's daughtér shounld sleep in a country
burial ground,- stiates that.her grave IS
neglected, andvintimates that the people
of Warren county and the Daughters of
the Confederacy are derelict in this mat-
ter. He also suggests that the remains
should be removed to a more suitable
place. &

The facts in the case are as follows:
YWhen in the fall of 1852 Miss Anne Carter
Lee died at Jones's Spring, N. C., her
father, General R. E. Lee, expressed the
desire that she should rest among the
people who had shown. her so much kind-
ness till the remains could be removed to
Arlington. This, along with an undying
gratituie to the people of Warren county,
is expressed in a letter of MMrs. Lee’s to
Mrs. Jones, now in the possession of the
Daughters of the Confederacy at Kittrell.

The war over, the sadly-lmpoverished
people of Warren county promptly raised
$1,000 and erected an appropriate monu-
ment to Miss Lee, besides inclosing the
burial ground—that of the once wealthy
Jones family—by a substantial iron fence,
costing probably another ¥1,600.

The monument was dedicated August
8, 1866, in the presence of an immense
concourse of people. James Barron Hope
read an original poem. Generals G. 'W.
Q. Lee and W. H. F. Lee were present as
representatives of the family. The father
could not be present owing to the bounds
of his parole precluding his leaving Vir-
ginia, but he visited the grave in 1870.
a few months before his death..

‘The monument and fence are in as per-
fect condition now as on the day they
were erected. The Daughters of the Con-
federacy at Kittrell visit the spot, twenty
miles  distant,. place flowers upon the
grave, and ' see that no unseemly shrub
encroaches upon it.; The first plan was to
turf the grave and plant flowers around
it. “This was decided to be-impracticable
owing to the fine, overarching cedars.
It was thought best to restrain weeds and
shrubs ‘end leave the natural grasses as
the only ones that would probably. thrive
under these conditions. = = or el
e b d, ‘of about an eighth

1t

It will be hard to tell:

‘want legislation on any given

‘mote from - the road and from human
‘habitation, and that human rush and bus-
‘tle'is absent, the peace and quiet of na-
ture present. The people of the neighbor-
hood:are as lcyal as ever to the Lees,
and they and the chapter of the Daugh-

.gee that the grave of General Lee's da}lgh.
ter is not forgotten or neglected.
" 0. W.-BLACKNALL.
Kittrell, N.°C.© - azs

PROVED A FAILURE.

Mississippl Experiefce With Quad-
e rennial Setsions.
To the Editor o2 the Dispatch:

I enclose a clipping taken by me from
the New Orleans Plcsyune of recent is-
sue. i

The experience of the State of Missis-

sippi under the quadrennial session sys-
tem, with a provision for called sessions.
may be of interest to your readers, who
have watched the contest in our conven-
tion_over the proposition to embody this
innovation in the new Constitution. "

Fortunately for Virginia, this effort
failed, and the members of the convention
who offered a successful opposition to
the proposition will find the vindication
of their action in the experience of a
sister State. Respectfully,

E. W. SAUNDERS.

Rocky Mount, Va., February 27, 1902.

THE CLIPPING.

Here is the clipping endorsed by one
correspondent: N
2 The Picayune Bureau,

218 Capitol street.
Jackson, Miss., February 2%, 1902.

The amendment to do away with the
special session of the Legislature and re-
turn to th'e regular session every two
years as provided under the old Constitu-
tion has passed the House by @ two-thirds
vote on three several days as required by
the Constitution, and has passed the Sen-
ate by a two-thirds vote on two several
days, and will doubtless pass its third
reading and go to the Secretary of State
to-morrow. For elght years the manager
of the Picayune Bureau has advocated
this change. It was easily manifest
with the experience with the first special
session of 1894 that the innovations bound
up In a special session were failures pure
and simple. The new ' Constitution pro-
vides that the special session shall be
limited to thirty days, and that none
other than revenue and appropriation
bills shall be considered at such session
unless .the Governor shall by special writ-
ten message recommend other subjects
and matters.

The first special session fell under the
administration of John M. Stone. It was
inadequate in the matter of time, and
in view of imperative demands for legis-
lation which could not wait until the
regular session, it was extended.

The next special in 1898 occurred during
the administration of Anselm J. Mec-
Laurin. The same conditions that con-
fronted Governor Stone confronted Gov-
ernor McLaurin in the matter of limita-
tions and time, and he extended the ses-
sion.

The third special session began Janu-
ary 7, 1992, and confronted by the same
conditions which confronted his predeces-
sors, Governor Stone and McLaurin, Gov-
ernor Longino extended the session.

The people of Mississippi do not relish
the idea of being made to sleep on a Pro-
crustean bed. They do not want to be
stretched limb from limb, so to speak,
in a constitutional straightjacket if they
are not as long as the bed, nor do they
care to have their limbs sawed off if the
bed is too short for them. This is about
what special sessions look like. It gives
a. Governor autocratic power which should
ba vested in the peop!>, who are the sov-
ereigns, and who ought not to be denied
the constitutional right by petition or
otherwise of instructing their servants
chosen to legislate for them. As matters
stand, every member of the Legislature
and every tax-paver in Mississippi might
subject,
and if the Governor should refuse to heed
the will of the people, no legislation could
be had until a regular session, which
mreans the election of a new Legislature
which meets two years remote from any
special session. This is too much power
to put in the hands of one man. and the
Legislature of the State of Mississippi
by submitting this amendment to tha
people simply gives them an opportunity
to restore to themselves that vested right
of which they were broken by the Con-
stitutional Convention of 1820. :

The Crime of the Commonsyvenlth.
(Extracts from Danville Free Press.)
Is the cruel spirit of a phst decade
with us, or do we dream? It hardly
seems possible that the facts existing

in the paper read before the Richmond
Academy of Medicine by Dr. Carrington
lagt March can be true. Yet there is not
the least doubt of the truth. In making
man God placed two things at his dis-
posal, that, under ordinary circum-
stances he can always attain. These two
things are also the chiefest and most
important necessities of human existence.
The one is air; pure, healthy oxygen,
that is as plentiful as the demand ot
nature can possibly desire. The other
is food; the latter may not mean the
diet of kings, but it does mean substan-
tial nourishment. To shut a living crea-
ture inv solitary confinement, and then
refuse that creature air and proper food
is the essence of brutality. It borders
on the practice of paganism. It casts
a shadow over the fair Dominion that
is as dark and cruel as the malignant
smile of Satan. The question of blame
is not now under consideration. Suffice
it to say, that until the evil is removed
there is blame on the head of every
Virginian, who has an opportunity to
interpose in behalf of decency, or who
fails to see the great emergency that
calls for his helping hand. Is it right
that we should daily bow our heads in
prayer to God, when this thing stands as
a vile menace to our Commonwealth,
while we, forgetful of our brother’s suf-
fering, have gone our way?

We talk of mercy; of a kind God, who
will hear us when we pray, and when we
lay us down at night we do so unmindful
of the fact that hundreds of men are
in prison cells in Richmond, with the
sanitary arrangements in such a condi-
tion as to make living thereinr almost
unbearable. Is i just that even a con-
rict should be treated thus? Would you
even persecute z. dog in such a manner?
Is it the hand o} justice that our prisons
mete out, when they place men in these
cells, where thé¢re is scarce air enough
to breathe, and thus. allow .them to
spend the night in the filth of impure
oxygen, coming forth. for the day's
work weakened. and debilitated? Is it
right that these men, most of whom are
of the toughest constitutions, must be
allowed to die at the rate of forty a
vear out of the thousand. and this In
consideration of the fact that the average
terms of imprisonment are not over six
years?

The penitentiary authorities are making
every effort to save the men from suffer-
ing, but what can they do with a miser-
able makeshift of a prison, with scarce
room enough to accommodate haif its
inmates? ]

There is yet another side to the matter.
The Virginia Penitentiary is a paying
institution. It has netted large profits
to the State annually. The men who
grind out their living there are coining
money for the Commonwealth with
death-sweat, many of them. Dr. Car-
rington has expressed it as “A sin erying
to Heaven.”” That is just what it is.
Again, the eminent physician says, ‘“The
cells: may be ‘termed death-traps and
crime-promoters."” -

The Governor, in hisr recent message

ns a good many other.

-{ abalish

to .the Legislature, wisely called atten-
tion to the condition of the peniten-
tiary. That bady will no doubt give it
attention, and the sympathy of many
Christlar organizations has already been
evoked, so that some remedial action 1s
likely to culminate. ‘We believe they
‘will 'do everything possible to upho!d the
honor of the State they represent, and
for this reason we predict the complete
eradication of this crime of the Common-
‘wealth. - "'We are assured tha
the near future,

fro

and fn this

ters of the Confederacy af Kittrell will

t i€ will be |

Ome Who Opposes an Appropriation
for St. Louis Exponsition.

To the Editor of the Dispatch:

" We people up In Goochland are mora
interested In roads just now than in the
St. Louls Exposition. We are bitterly ;.
posed to the Legislature’s paying out gup
money: for. an exposition to be held ;,
thousand miles from here, and leaving yy
with school-houses that are hardly weath.
er-proof, and are a shame and disgrica
to the State. Our roads, too, are noyw
and aiways are, except during a foy
months in the year, in a dangefous cor.
dition and useless for hauling.

This is onme condition as to schools ang
roads. Instead of sending $100,000 to tniy
exposition, we would be greatly obiigeq
if you would ask the Governor and legi
lature to send our part up here for o
roads and schools.

Give us our part for our home improvs
ments, and I am sure we will be ber:
off thar by scnding It to St. Louis to 1q
spent in salaries and show, which may b,
very well for St. Louis and Missour
rich State, with no great debt as we h

No, Mr. Editor, we think it all
enough to give the committee a cor
reception, for the sake of “has be
but we want the public money to be
upon our own internal improvement,

Our roads and schools will not attr
settlers. If people come to our r
districts to purchase a farm, they arq
almost discouraged to buy our lands oy
account of the condition of our roads

That $100,000 which Is asked fo
St. Louis Exposition, would constr
macadam road from Richmond to Char.
lottesville. We don’t owe St. Leouls any.

thing. She did not contribute to our Cyr.
nival last year. We did not ask her,
A GLOOMY VIEW.
How foolish we would look at tha
exposition alongside of the rich S

whose money make dear old Virg
seem like a poor boy at a frolic. Most
of us know how that feels.

of her relics, and ghosts of former ge
erations, etc. There <would be Tex
with her practical exhibit (possi
gushing oil well worth more than s
of our counties), her great and grus
possibilities, showing to a fine advantage
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, fowa, and a dozen
cther rich and prosperous States will b
there, and would so far overshadow us
that we would regret the expenditure or
our money. 3

The practical, stirring, energetic, smar:
westerner or Yankee would say to .
“Yes, Old Virginia leads us all in re
but what I love to see is fine roac
trim, neat public school-houses,
farms and the hum of machine
you have not vet attained in V
and from the way your public busines
managed it looks as if you never will hay
itde

I am sure, Mr. Editor, that we
so much in good roads that it woul
a very foolish act to spend $100,0¢0 at th
exposition. Of course we could lend
exposition some paintings of our g o
men, our old store, and a few of our early
Indian relics; but they must not
shown as Virginia exhibits.

Indeed® Mr. Editor. I am fully
suaded that the Governor, in his addre
to the Legislature upon the presentation
of the Exposition Committee, was !
showing the commitiee those nice Ii
attentions that so characterize

And no doubt the Legislature U
stands thal the waole thing is but a de-
sire to give the committee a cordial
reception and to make everything ice
and agreeable, But when [t comes to
paying out the §$160,000, then it will be
another thing.

The people are not for !t. The greit
country people are now looking to the
Governor to carry out his schoel and road
scheme. They are backing him, but they
will feel that he has made too much of
a departure from his platform upon which
he was elected, should he carry out the
plan proposed, and sanction the expendl-
ture of $100,000 to this exposition.

He should oppose it, and the Legislature
should turn down the whole thing—should
get to work and give us a good road,
school, and dog law.

The people have bee promiscd this,
and certainly as to the schools and roads,
the Governor is pledged.

Can he afford to weaken his power 0
give the people what he has so promised
(as far as his power goes) by taking from
the treasury the money which the Stat:
should use upon the public roads an¢
schools? Can it be done consistently?

But I am sure, Mr. Editor, that the
whole thing is but an effort on the pan
of the Governor and Legtsrature to be
nice and polite to the committee and that
at present we need not be uneasy. Wo
country people are very peculiar, ws
were afraid that there might be some-
thing done about: this matter without con-
sultation with us.

Mr. Editor, we want 3zu to ses the
Governor and speak to him about &
condition of our toads. Try to indt
him to come to Cardwell. We ail like
him here and gave him a rousing good
vote, gave him a majority over the local
member to the House.

I feel satisfied that one trip over ou
roads would surely dispel any doubt I
his mind as to the course he shoul
follow. CARDWELL-

lack

IWANTS LIGHT

On the Mechanical Problem of Good
Ronds.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

A good deal is being said in the press
of late about good roads, and we know
that this is a matter in which many are
vitally interested. Suggestions have been
made as to how the money might be
raised for this purpose, but I have no-
whera seen any suggestions as to the
mechanical part of the problem. What
we farmers want to know is how to make
a good road out of a clay one over which
much hauling Is done in wet weather.
That is the question. Is it to be macada-
mized, shelled, asphalted, or laid witl
Belgium block; or is there some othet
cheaper material we can use, of which
we know nothing at present? I ask thes:
questions. hoping to elicit some responses
which will be of practical value.

Has it ever occurred to you why the
roads get so bad in wet weather, aside
from natural causes of ordinary travel?
In our county, which is one of the great
peanut counties of Virginia, the day after
a heavy rain, when little or nothing can
be done on the farm, we all hitch up
our teams and haul our goods to towmn.
and I suppose this is equally true of tho
tobacco sections, as the weed must be
handled in damp weather. You see at
once what a condition this will lead to.
Now, in most counties of the First, Se-
cond, Third, and Fourth Congressiona!
Districts there is mno material out of
which roadbeds can be made. and, as
there are hundreds of miles of roads in
each county, to undertake to use 2
of the material mentioned above wot
cost much more than all the railroads
in the State. Isle of Wight has for many
vears had a road system that has given
much satisfaction, and in a letter to
follow this I will give the plan; bur I
prefer for awhile to wait and hear th=
experience of others on these points.

I will add in conclusion that it appear?
to me that this matter should be left
largely to the Board of Supervisors. They
are directly responsible to the people.
being elected every two years; and should
they fail to do‘enough or should the levy
be too great, a protest can be made at
the succeeding election. So, tell us, some
one, how to make good roads? We all
admit we need them (but we need many

things besides, we never get). Tell us
how to make them. ]
Very truly, FARMER.

Smithfield, Va., February 24, 1902

Unknown to Him. '
“Sheckles, you kunow something about
financial matters; what is the ‘‘shorte
weight’” dollar we read so much about?”*
“Give it up, old man. Every doller
I've ever had any intimate acquaintance
with has been a consequence of a long

walt.” i




