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3 PLAN AGREED UPON.

3 By a wote of 46 to 17, the conference of
members the Constitu-
sterday agreed to the

Pamocratic of

tional Convention

1ended, and the
On Mon-
submitted
of the

Glass suffrage plan :

sonference adjourned sine die.
fay will
to the Committee
AThole.

No one will question that members
have vabored hard to reconcile conflict-
Ing on this subject. DBut, not-
withstmnamg all their abiliy, zeal, and
§iligenee, it was found impo: :ible to hit
gpon any scheme that was acceptabie to
all. As it was, after all the compro-
mising that could be done, seventeen
felagates—many of them from Scathwest
firginia—felt compelled to vote against
the favorite plan.

While it was distinetly understood that
1o conference would not bind the vote
»f any one¢, we trust and expect it will
save weighty innuence with the gentle-
men who voted “no” yesterday. As the
Dispatch has said frequently, it is of the
nttermost importance that the plan when
put forth Dby the convention shall be
packed by as large a majority of dele-
rates as possible. That will give it
sinengih with the people, and if the new
Sonstitution is strong in that respect, it
yill not fail of adoption.

Afiter the article on the eclective fran-
shise has been adopted, it is possible that
the convention will take a recess pending
the preparation of the report of the Com-
mittee on Final Revision of the Consti-
tution. We say “possible,” because it is
impracticable for members to make up
|heir .minds on this question at this mo-
pent.

its conclusions be

convention in

views

The bill allowing railway companies to
ftraighten their lines has passed bhoth
E\ouscs. It is understood that ene of the
yeryifirst*improvements io be made under
i: will be the double tracking of the
Richmond, TFredericksburg and Potomac
ioad.

A DANASH ISLAND SCANDAL.

_According to the New York Tribune's
-W:nsmngtun correspondent, the “‘sensa-
{ipne21" charges Mr. Richardson, of Ten-
jessee, 1aid before the Idouse on Thurs-
i’a}' are not new. Not to mince words,
lhese charges alleged that some congress-
nen and others, and 1wo newspaper as-
jociations, had been bribed to exert their
't)ﬂucncc in behali of the purchase of
ie Danish West Indies by the United
bwtes, a fund of $00,600 having heen used
lor that ;)l!r]\OSO. The charges were em-
L’ncud in a “secret report,” made, it was
isserted, by Captain Walter Christmas
Jo the Danish Government, Christmas
fe self-constituted go-between, with an
jve to a commission, declaring that he
p}ad employed corrupt means to bring
jegotintions for the sale of the islands
k; 2 consummation.
+The Tribune's special says, in effect,
fhat the sensation was discounted long
fgo by the publication of the charges in
11 the leading papers of this country;
f1so, that the State Department is pre-
)arcd 1o disclose these facts: First, that,
lecording to the record, the United States
sSovernment has refused to have anything
o do with any persons as a party to the
freaty who were not directly connected
wvith “the Danish Government; second,
that -the department placed on record
is dctermination not to pay commission
o any person on account of the cession;
Lird, that the department nas pointed
yut that this government had no right
©o divtate 1o the Danish authorities what
cv should do in the way of payving com-
nissions. The tone of the specia! is di-
weicd  towards minimizing the whole
paticr, by indirectly discrediting Christ-

&

juppoese the charges are true.
And the New York Herald also shows
1p Christmas in a bad light in an inter-
riew with Carl Fischer-Hansen, a law-
rer, who was counsel for Christmas and
e Danish Government during the nego-
ztions of 1899 and 1900. Mr. Fischer-
dansen denounced his former client
wundly. He admitted that during the
sravious negotiations Christmas had an
wreement with the Copenhagen powers
kot if he succeeded in having the
United States make proposals for the
surchase of the islands fn the West In-
lice, and the sale was completed, he was
© recelve 10 per cont.  But the attorney
. vas positive that Christmas never saw or
! um any communication with any of the
_aen namedin the charges. As to therecent
tnd  successful negotiations, the attor-
Acy. stated that they had been conduct-
;l;a cntirely by the Amecrican Minister at
Penhagen aund the Danish JMMinister at

| have lost $25,000 thcre.‘ What has become

Washington.
said:

*Ye (Christmas) made his so-called
‘gecret’ report to the members of the
Danish Cabinet, and never cxpected it
10 be made public in this country. When
these charges against prominent Ameri-
cans were published in the Denmark pa-
pers Captain Christmas, over his own sig-
nature, published a statement tpat che
charges were not true. I have a letter
from him written two weeks ago to the
same cffect.

“In short, Christmas attempted to col-
lect money from the Danish Government
by throwing mud at prominent Ameri-
cans. An investigation will show that
Captain Christmas and none of the men
he names had anything whatever to do

Morcover, in conclusion, he

with the recent purchase of the Danish |

West Inaies. The two governments them-
sclves effected the sale.”

We could fain hope that the Tri-
bune's special and the interview with the

- reen’s lawyer tell the whole story. |
go-between's lawye 1 ¢ S erios

We are inclined to believe that they do.
Taken together, they put the sensation

! in a different light from that in which

They bid
speedily
it does

it appcared when first sprung.

us pause before jumping too
to conclusions. None the less,
not follow that Mr. Richardson did any-
thing but a duty to the country in bring-
ing the charges to the attention of Con-
oress.  And, none the less, also, it is to
be hoped that the committee of investi-
gation, raiscd under his resolution, will
£o to the very bottom of the whole case,
the charges may be utterly
they are groundless; or, if
there is any basis for them, vindication
of the honor of the body may be attain-
c¢d by summary punishment and disgrace
of tne guilty. The allegations have
placed Congress under the deepest and
most scandalous shadow that has rested
upon it since the Credit Mobilier affair,
and neither its members nor the people
they represent can afford that the inves-
{igation stop short of revealing the whole

in order that
disproved, if

truth.

JAMESTOWN TRACT.

It has been stated in some papers that
the Association for the Preservation of
Virzinia Antiquitics would not part with
of twenty-two acres on
though the

holdings
Jamestown Island
United States Government should indicate
its willingness to buy the rest of the land.
The Dispatch, however, is assured that
the association never has considered the
has authorized no one to
speak for it. The tract it owns was the
gift of Mrs. Barney, who retained the
titie to the remainder of the island of
which she is still the owner.
Whether the Virginia Association will
or will not sell is hardly a live question

their
even

subject, and

vet. Congress is being besought to es-
tablish a national military park near
Fredericksburg, and the proposition has
immensely strong  backing. There are
schemes also to scll it the Temple farm
at Yorktown and the ground on which
L.ece sumrendered to Grant at Appomattox
Courthouse. So the Jamestown question
is not likely to e acted upon at this
time: but the movement on foot has
strong support :1moz'.g both northern and
southern men of prominence, and if dis-
creetly managed may be successful.

The tercentenary celebration will keep
Jamestown before the public for years to
come, and probably will lead to action on
the part of Congress looking to the ac-
quisition of Jamestown Island, or so much
thereof as may be offered it.

POOR PATRICK.

Lawyer Patrick, who was convicted re-
cently of murdering Mr. Rice, the mil-
lionaire miser from Texas who had made
his home in New York, doesn’t hesitate to
express his opinion of the trial. Tle
is in a position where he is not afraid
of being brought up for contempt of court.

The Court has allowed a judgment of
death to be entered against the prisoner,
and that unfortunate legal luminary
knows it is impossible for it to do any-
thing worse. And so he defies it—that is,
he assorts that he was not convicted upon
the evidence, but upon the speeches of
Distriet Attorney Osborne and the sum-
ming up of Recorder Goff.

There is some truth in what he says.
Truly, Goff and Osborne are an able
twain in the dispensation of justice.
They take a delight in secing that the
law is enforced against murderers. They
take a practical, not a maudlin, view of
the testimony. In the present case they
trusted Jones, the deceased’s valet-secre-
tary, who turned State’'s evidence,
whereas, many worthy people think not
even a dog should be executed on such
evidence as. Jones's.

Undoubtedly, Jones was proved to be a
versatile liar, but his latest story, no
doubt, was correct—in the main. In it
he confessed that he (Jones), at the in-
stigation of Lawyer Patrick, chloroformed
old man Rice while the later slept.

1t does look hard—from Patrick’s stand-
point—that the versatile valet, the author
of four distinctly different stories de-
scribing how the miserly Texan came to
his death, should go free while the law-
ver languishes in jail awaiting an appeal
which will determine whether he must die
in the clectric chair or not.

Yes; it looks hard, but the law considers
it better that one of the two murderers
should escape due punishment than that
both should go free. ‘So the crafty, sly
Patrick has been convicted on the evi-
dence of his foolish and unsecrupulous
tool—Jones—and Jones is not to be prose-
cuted! He may go free entirely; at worst,
he'll only bg given a term in prison.

Strange result! And Patrick planned
so well (as he thought) to keep in the
background and not run any risk, and
have Jones take it all! It is but another
proof that the best laid plans of mur-
derers oft serve as traps wherein they are
hopelessly entangled.

When the Virginia women get to be

notaries public, they will have more
secrets to tell than ever. Won't that be
nice?

Prince Henry is now returning the com-
pliments paid him in this country. He
pronounces our cavalry the best in ihe
world, judging from what he saw at
West Point, and says our new naval ves-
sels are models of perfection. So far
as appears, he hasn’'t expressed himself
on the rubbers left in the mud by the
middies at Annapolis.

The latest Christmas story is distinct-
ly unlike any ever heard before, and
is as disgraceful as ux\usunlt It is to be
hoped that, when all the facts are in,
it will turn out to be untrue.

There is a grecat outery against a cer-
tain swell gambling place in New York
Just now. Reggy Vanderbilt is said to

! provision
schemes.

i

of the reform administration of Zhec me-
tropolls, and the rough-ralding Jerome?

The price of ico is to be put up soon, it
is announced. Summer is coming.

Outside of town Richmond is advertised
as having abandoned the Carnegle library
sciecme. UJere owners of real estate are
being inviied to offer suitable property
for a library site. “Where are we at,”
anyhow?

2 Current Comment.

Tt is astonishing in what innocent attire
ulterior legislation can be aressed, and
this fact develops at every session of the
Virginia General Assembly—till it is get-
ting highly essential to have some special
for the detection of such
We recollect onc of these de-
ceptive measures that fooled even the
into its approval.—Norfolk
Ledger.

That's what Mrs. Partington
have called an “insinuendo.”

would

The Farmville Herald says: “The Rich-
mond Dispatch has moved into new
quarters, but is engaged in the old WOrk
of giving to the people of Virginia one of
the best papers published in the State.

“How about a ‘house-warming? We
have time to respond in person upon a
few hours’ notice.”

There is always a warm place in the
Dispatch’s home for all its Virginia con-
temporaries.

“This man in the White House is of no
use to his friends,” is the comment of a
Congressman from Illinois, who wants
the postmasters in his district to *‘get out
and hustle for him” when the ume comes
for a nomination.—New York ¥Evening
Post.

But he promises to be of considerable
use to his enemies, if he keeps on at the
gait he is going.

Funston “has. turned upon the news-
sapers, in entire forgetfulness of all they
did to make his reputation.”

3ut hasn’t Funston innumerable prece-
dents for his ingratiwuce?

Ho Yow, the Chinese Consul at San
Irancisco, denies that he has usurped the
imperial yellow for his racing colors, and
explains that the only flag displayed on
the occasien of a victory for his stable
was charged with a dragon of four tocs,
not one of five toes.

We suppose this explanation is import-
ant, if true. There is no teiling what fate
might have been in store for Ho Yow had
his dragon had that extra toe.

— e

Clear Case of Exhaustion.
(Petersburg Index-Appeal.)
Colone! McClure's statement, that if
Sheridan had not been with Grant, Lee
would surely have escapea capture at Ap-
pomattox Courthousé must be accepted
with muech qualification. General Lee
had not over 8.000 worn-out and half-
starved troops at Appomattox against
a force ten or fifteen times greater. It is
almost certain, after what happened at
Sailor’'s Creek, at Jetersviile, and atFarm-
ville that Grant would have intercepted

Lee at or about Appomattox Courthouse, |

even if he had never seen Sheridan, un-
less he had sent his cavalry off in another
direction, as the Confederates did in the
Pennsylvania campaign. It was a clear
case of physical exhaustion, and the men
and animals of lLee¢'s army could not
have gone much farther, even if they had
not been intercepted at the place where
they surrendered. We have always be-
lieved that the impedimenta of the Con-
federate wagon train, loaded down with
almost everything but something to eat,
did-more than all ecise to prevent Lee's
escape, assuming that he had the ghost
of a chance to escape when he left the
lines at Petersburg.
e DN,
A Virginin Landmark,

(Lawrenceville Gazette.)

The Richmond Dispatch has moved into
its new and commeodious home on the
corner of Ninth and Main streets, where,
provided with cvery modern appliance

and convenience, it will, with renewed
vigor, continue its long and honorable

carcer of usefulness. The Dispateh is
distinctively one of the landmarks of
Virginia. ISstablished as a venture in
the earlier fifties, it survived the shock
of war, and the wreck and ruin that fol-
lowed. Of its metropolitan  contem-
poraries, all of whom had grown old in
popular favor at the date of its Dbirth,
not one remains. The Whig, the En-
quirer, the South, and the IZxaminer, have
all passed away, are things of the past,
and are known t¢ the younger gencration
only in history. ‘fhe same is true of
many other candidates for popular favor
in the field of journalism since the Dis-

patch entered upon its career. The
Dispatch alone of the ante-bellum
papers of Richmond remains as the
representative of those aays. We hope

§n its new home it may continue to grow
in usefulness, and may enjoy many, very
many, years of prosperity.
————— e
Good, True, Manly Paper.

(Wilmington (N. C.) Messenger.)

The Richmond Dispatch is a very de-
cent, good, {rue, manly paper. It gives
the news, and it has editorial ability.
and is faithful to the Der:ocracy. 1t
h:ls_, moved into its new home, which it
pl:nms to be the finest in the South. In
its issue of Sunday last it gave a full
desyrlptinn of its building, and pictures
of it and the various dep..rtments. It is
capacious and thoroughly up-to-date.
Great and continued success attend’it is
the wish of one who has been reading it
for mere more than thiriy years.

it S50
Better Late Than Never.
(Norfolk Landmark.)

At last the General Assembly has pro-'
vided for the corrcction of the horrible
state of affairs at the penitentiary. The
best that may be said of this is thut
“it is Dbetter late than never.”

EE—— S
By All Mcans.
(Farmvile Herald.)

B}f all means let Virginia go to St.
Louis, and if she can’'t dress in as good
clothes as some of the richer sisters, she
can I(fnd in dignity of bearing, in \';ﬁ'iet\'
qf offering, in lessons of value drawn
from her glorious history, and in a spirit
resplendent alike in hour of triumph and
of trial.

—~——
Ought to Be Rewarded.
(Abingdon Virginian.)

That committee of the General As-
sembly that reported unfavorably in re-
gard to granting the Gladeville railroad
a chartex: ought to have a box with three
little nails in it or something equally
as valuable. The rich coal and mineral
fields of Wise, Lee, Dickenson, and
Buchanan are ready for the miners’ pick
and shovel and ‘axe, ana all the little
legislative hindrances such as the above
only .show the desperate straits in which
the opposing element is driven.

D
Reliable, Conversative,

3 (Portsmouth Star.)

The Richmond Dispatch has bought a
new suit of clothes and moved into a new
house. Yet it is not puffed up, does not
be_have itself unseemly. It's tha same ‘‘old
Dls[.)atch," clean, reliable, ' conservative
While the friends of the Dispatch nrt;
pleased that it has so many tokens of
su.bst:mtlal prosperity to show, they are
still more gratified to know that with the
coming of abundant success the paper will
gﬁédéormkf}. its dignified policy for the

Yy methods of metr
fofty metho etropolitan journal-

Clean,

T —————
The O!d Game,

(Staunton Spectator.)

Suddenly . great interest is being mani-
fested over the counties of Buchanan and
Dickenson in Southwestern Virginia. The
Seahoard Air-Line, which,: no matter
what may be said of it, cannot be cailed
blind, saw the great value of that part
of - Virginia, which it seems the Nor-

| fols and Westetn and Chesgpeake and:

Ohlo imagined they had hid away 80
sccurely nobddy had been able to find it.
Report says the Seaboard made a move
on the railroad ‘chess-board a short time
since, and as if by maglc, all the pieces
of those two great systems were inter-
posed’ to shut the Seaboard'out. This is
an affirmation of what Mr. Braxton as-
serted when pushing, his corporations’
bill before the State convention, that tlgc
greatest enemy to railroad building  is
railroads. Their policy is now, 'and al-
ways has been, to strike down develop-
ments, unless it suits them or thelr pur-
poses.

This inithical policy on the part of the
Norfolk and Western has so impoverish-
ed the Southwest that to-day lands which
ought to-be selling for $250 per acre are
worth only $20, $25, or $30 per acre. NOW,
if the Seaboard can be :xept out of that
quarter, these lands will remain at the
same old prices, and be bought at such

| railway

times only and at such figures as the
favorites of the Norfolk and Western
railway may choose to give.

It will not surprise us if our Legisla-
ture does not grant a charter to some
to build into Dickenson county
from the Sputh, especially if that charter
is opposed by the Norfolk and Western,
for she is only playing her old game.

Afiinity.

(Written for the Dispatch’
Oh, what is there about you
That makes me love you so?
Is it that you are handsome?
: To this I'd answer, No.

vou talents far beyond

» men I daily meet,
something quite original,
startled world to greet?

Or, have you wealth at your command,
This hand of mine to buy?

That 1T no hardshins c’er should know—
No luxury you'd deny?

Ah, no, the wealth of all the world
Could never win my heart,

If by its many millions
"Twould mean from you to part!

So., then, it is not one of these,
That has atiracted me, -
But you are kind and gentle—
You're thoughtful, too, alway.

There is a charm about you
I cannot quite define,

That makes me here acknowledge
Your soul's akin to mine.

A Prayer

I crave, dear Lord,
No boundless hoard
Of gold and gear;

Nor iewels fine,

Nor lands, nor Kine,
Nor treasure heans of anything.

Let but a little hut be mine,

Where at the hearthstone I may hear
The cricket sing,

And have the shine
Of one glad woman's eyes to make,
For my poor salke,

Our simple home a place divine—
Just the wee cot—the cricket’'s chirr—
Love, and the smiling face of her.

I vray not for
Great riches, nor

For vast estates and castle halls—

Give me to hear the bare footfalls

Of children o'er
An oaken floor,

New-rinsed with sunshine, or bespread
With but the tiny coverlet
And pillow for the baby’s head;
And, pray Thee, may
The door stand open and the day

Send over in a gentle breeze

With fragrance from the locust trees,
And drowsy moan of doves, and blur

Of robin chirps and drone of bees,
With after hushes of the stir

Of intermingling sounds, and then
The good wife and the smile of her,

Tilling the silence again— '

The cricket’s call,
And the wee cot,
Dear Lord of all
Deny me no:

I pray not that
Men tremble at
My power of place
And lordly sway—
I only nray for simple grac
To look my neighbor in the face
Tull honestly from day to day—
Yield me his horny palm to hold,
And I'll not pray
For gold—
The tanned face. garlanded with mi.th,
It hath the kingliest smile on earth—
The swart brow, diamonded with sweat,
Hath never need for coronet,
And so I reach, ’
Dear Lord., to Thee,
And do beeseech
Thou give to me
The wee cot, and the cricket's shirr,
Love, and the glad. sweet face of her!
—JAMES WHITCOMEB RILEY.

Some KFacts About Alice Roosevelt.
(April Ladies’ Home Journal.)

She has blue eyes.

Shé is an excellent horsewoman.

Jer hair is light brown and wavy.

Her features are clear-cut and regular.

She is said to be a typical American
girl.

She was eighteen yecars old on Febru-

ary 11, 1902.

She is very fond of dogs, and has a
black-and-tan as her special pet.

Miss Roosevelt is gracefully slender
and a little below the medium height.

She was born in New York city in a
roomy old-fashioned house at 6 west Fif-
ty-seventh street.

IHer mother, who was Miss Alice Hath-
away Lee, of Boston, died three days
after the daughter's birth.

In speaking of his daughter Alice to a
friend, DPresident Roosevelt once said:
‘“‘She does not stay in the house and fold
her hands and do nothing. She can walk
as far as I can, and she often takes a
tramp of several miles at the pace I set
for her. She can ride, drive, ski, shoot—
though she doesn't care much for the
shooting. I don't mind that. It isn’t ne-
cessary for her health, but the outdoor
exercise is, and she has plenty of it.”

The Best She Could Do.

(Chicago Record-Herald.)

“There is only one reason,” he said,
“why I have never asked you to be my
wife.”

‘“What is that?” she asked.

‘I have always been half afraid you
might refuse.”

‘“Well,” she whispered, after a long si-
lence, “I should think you'd have curi-
osity enough to want to find out whether
your suspicion was well founded or not.”

A Serious Case.

(Puncn.)

Cook (reading from daily paper): ‘“Dast
night's official statement slhows that
there are fifty thousand cases of in-
fluenza in the metropolis.

Nervous Parlormaid: Oh, Mary! And
how many are there in a case?

Prince Henry’ls Shorthand Diagy.

(Chicago News.

“I can't understand,” said Emperor
William, as he perused his brother’s note-
book. ‘Between New York and Chicago
you have jotted down nothing but com-
mas. ‘What are the commas?”

“Short stops!” chuckled. Prince Henry.

e~ ‘

His Lot Not a Happy One.
(Columbus (0.) State Journal.)
First Roundsman: Casey, thot new po-
laceman is alwus erround whin there is

anny throuble.
Second Roundsman: Faith, he's on-
lucky!

Oflices and Officc Seekers.

(Atlanta Constitution.)

It frequently happens that when a man
gets an office he finds it too small for
?lm. But they're all willing to squeeze
n. 2

Dinvwiddie Coupliec Married.
DE WITT, VA., March 28.—(Special.)—
Miss Mamie Davis and Mr. John Meredith,
both residing near Meredian, in this coun-
ty, were married Wednesday at Halifax,
They were accompgnied there by DMr.
IEdwin Young. The.ht?irj‘py couple returned
yesterday and will reside near Meridian.
Mr. R. E. Bolsseau has sold his valuable
‘tract of timber near Dinwliddie Courthouse

to, M5 C B, Well, .

SUFFRAGE LAW FINALLY CONSID-
ERED IN CONFERENCE.

WILL DOUBTLESS BE ADOPTED

Seventeen Sections, Which Have
Becn Amended to Mcet the Views
of Members—No Material Changes,

if Any, Will Be Made.

The Democratic conference of the Con-
stitutional Convention yesterday finished
the draft of the suffrage clause as it will
almost certainly be inserted in the new
organic law of the State. There are seven-
teen sections, all of which have becen ma-
turely considered in the conference and
amended to meet the views of the mem-
bers. There will be no discussion of these
sections in the convéntion, certainly none
by Democrats, and it is not anticipated
that the Republican members will seek to
retard action by the convention. Should
they do so, debate can be cut off at any
time by the c2!l of the pending question.

Tnis is the full text of the suffrage
clause as it will doub)iess be incorporated
in the new Constitution. There will be no

material change, if any at all. On this
the members are determined.
TEXT OF THE CLAUSE.
Article 1. Every male citizen of the

United States, who shall have attained the
age of 21 years, and who shall have been
a resident of this State for at least two
vears, of the county or city in which he
shall offer to vote one year, and of the
precinct in which he shall offer to vote,
thirty days next preceding tho election at
which he shall offer to vote, who shall
have been registered as may beprescribed
by law, and who shall have paid in person
to the State at least six months prior to
the election at which he shall offer to
vote all poll taxes assessed or assessable
against him for the preceding three years,
under the provisions of this Constitution
and laws made pursuant thereto, shallbe en-
titled to vote for miembers of the General
Assembly, and all officers elected by the
people; provided, that no person otherwise
qualified to vote under the provisions of
this Constitution shall lose his right to
vote in the precinct from which hé has
removed to another precinct in the same
city or county until after the eijpimtion of
thirty days from the time of suchremoval;
and provided further, that the payment of
a poll-tax, as a prerequisite to voting,
shall not be required at any election held
prior to January 1, 1904, after which time
the voter shall ‘be required to pay, as a
prerequisite to the right of suffrage, the
poll-tax for the next year preceding, not
excceding three, for which such tax shall
have become due or payable; but the
collection of the poll tax shall not
be enforced by distress or otherwise until
it shall have become three years past due;
provided, that no person, who, during the
late war between the States, served in the
army or navy of the United States, or of
the Confederate States, or of any State
of the United States, shall, at any time,
be required to pay a poll-tax as a prere-
quisite to voting.

2. Prior to the first day of (blank to be
filled), 1902, and again prior to the first
day of (blank), 1902, there shall be a gen-
eral registration of voters in every coun®v
and city of the State, at which gen
registrations no person shall be listed as a
voter unless, when he offers to register.
r he shall be: -

VOTERS' QUALIFICATIONS.

First. All persons who, prior to the
adoption of this Constitution, has served
in time of war in the army or navy ol
the United States or of tle Confederate
States, or of any State of the United
States: or,

Second. The son of a person who, prior
to the adoption of this Constitution, hase
served in time of war ¥n the army or navy
of the United States, or of the Confederate

States, or of any State of the TUnited
States; or,
Third. A person who shall have paid tc

the State, for the year preceding that in
which he offers to reglster, taxes amount-
ing to as much as one dollar (31) on pro-
perty owned by and assessed against him;
or,

Fourth. A person who is able to read
any section of this Constitution which
may be submitted to him by the officers
of registration and give a reasonable ex-
planation of the same; or being a person
who cannot for himself read such section
of the Constitution, shall be able to under-
stand and give a reasonable explanation
thereof when read to him by the officers
of registration.
istered under any provision of this section
shall remain permanently enrolled as elec-
tors unless subsequently disqualified by
some other provision of this article; and a
copy of this permanent roll, sworn to by
the ofticers of registration, shall be certi-
fieid to cach county and city clerk for
preservation in his office. Any person wh#
shall be denied registration shall have the
right of appeal to the Circuit Court of the
county or the Corporation Court of the
city, or to the judge thereof in vacation.
On January 1, 1904, the foregoing require-
ments as to registration shall expire by
limitation.

Section 3. —After January 1, 1904, every
male citizen of the United States who has
acquired residence in this State in accord-
ance with section one (1) of this article,
and not previously registered under the
foregoing provisions of this Constitution,
shall, as a further condition precedent to
registration, have paid all poll-taxes as-
sessed or assessable, against him for the
next preceding three years, or, if he come
of age during the year in which he offers
to register, shall have paid to the trea-
surer of his county or city to be accounted
for as other poll-taxes, one dollar and
fifty cents ($1.50) in lieu of the first year’s
poll-tax to be assessed against him, and
shall, unless he is physically disqualified,
make application for registration in his
own handwriting without aid or sugges-
tion or the use of memorandum, in thc
presence of an officer of registration of the
precinct in which he resides, setting forth
the names and residence of his parents,
his own name, age, place and date of
birth, his occupation and place of resi-
dence at the time and for two years prior
to the date of his applicatio n,and if he
has previously voted, then to state in what
State, county, or city, and voting pre-
cinct he last voted, and he shall answer on
oath any and all questions propounded to
him by the registration officer affecting
his qualification as an elector, which said
questions and answers shall be reduced
to writing. Having done which, and made
oath to his statement, he shall be duly
listed by the registrar of election.

Every person registered under this pro-
vision who is not blind or otherwise
physical disabled shall prepare and de-
posit his ballot without aid from another
on such printed form as may be pre-
scribed by law; but any voter registered
prior to January 1, 1904, may be aided in
the preparation of his ballot by such offi-
cer of election as he may himself desig-
nate. The General Assembly shall, prior
to January 1, 19, provide by law for
such a registration of voters as is thus
set forth in section 3 of this-article, to
be held at least once in every year, and
shall enact such other laws as may be
necessary to carry into effect all the pro-
visions of this section.

THOSE WHO -ARE EXCLUDED.

Section 4. Provided that the_following
persons” shall be excluded from fegister-
ing and voting:

(a) Idiots, insane persons, and paupers.

(b) Those who have been heretofore dis-
qualified from voting by conviction of
crime, either within or without this State,
prior to the adoption of this Constitu-
tion, and whose disabilities shall not
have been removed. 2

(c) -Persons who have been convicted
either within or without this State, of
treason or any felony, bribery, petty lar-
ceny, obtaining money or property under
false. pretences, embezzlement, forgery,-
Jperjury. : 2 ¥

s who while citizens of this

- the adoption: of this Consti
A th 3 de: :

CLAUSE 1S TINISHED.

All persons properly reg-

“person denied the right of registration,

:those in the magisterial district or ward
.in - whichsuch precinct is located” who
bave paid.the capitation tax for the pre-

pon, or sent or accepted a‘ challenge to
fight such a duel. either within or without
the bounds of this State, or knowingly
conveyed a chal.enge or aided or assist-
ed In any way in the fighting of such a
duel; but the General Assembly may by
a two-thirds vote of each house remove
‘the disability incurred by any one under
this paragraph “d.”

And, proviued further, that no officer,
soldier, seaman, or marine .of the United
States army or navy shall be deemed to
have gained a residence in this State, or
in any county or city thereof, by reason
of being stationed therein; nor shall any
inmate of a charitable institution, or any
student in any institution of learning, be
regarded as having either gained or lost
a residence by reason of his location or
sojourn in such insutution. X

Section 5. No person shall be qualified
to vote or participate in any primary
election, party convention, mass-meeting,
or other method of party action of any
political party or faction who shall not
possess the qualifications presented in
this article for an elector, or who shall
be disqualified under the provisions of
this article from voting.

Section 6. All elections by the people
shall be by ballot, and all elections by
representative bodies shall be viva-voce,
in which event the vote shall be recorded
in the Journal of the proceedings of the
record of the election.

The ballot-box shall during all elections
be kept in view, nor shall the same be
opened and the baliots be canvassed or |
counted in secret.

A UNIFORM BALLOT.

Section 7 The General Assembly shall
provide by law for ballots without any
gdistinguishing mark or symbol for use
in all State. county, city, and other elec-
tions by the people. All ballots shall
contain the names of the candidates and
of the officers to be voted for in clear
print a2nu in due and orderly succession;
but any veter may erase any name and
insert another. The General Assembly
shall provide by law for the ballots to be
used in all elections, and the form thereof
shail be the same in all places where the
eleclicn 1s to be held.

Secticn §. No voter, during the time of
hclding any election at which he is en-
titied to vote, shall be compelled to per-
form military service, except in time of
war. and public danger; to work upon
pubiic roads, or to attend any court as
suitor, juror, or witness; and no voter
shall be subject to arrest under any civil
process during his attendance at election
or in going or returning therefrom.

Section 9. Any person who in respect of
age or time of residence would be quali-
fied to vote at the time of the next elec-
tion shall be admitted to registration,
notwithstanding that at the time there-
of he is not qualified with reference to
age or time of residence, and shall be
entitled to vote if qualified at the time
of clection under the provisions of this
Constitution.

OPTIONAL WITH THE COUNTY.

Section 10. Electors incounty, town,and
city elections shall possess the qualifica
tions and be subject to the disqualifica-
tions prescribed in section (1) of this
article; but the General Assembly may
prescribe a property qualification of not
exceeding $250 for electors in any county,
town or ciey of the State as a prerequi-
site for voting in any election for county,
town or city officers in such county or
city. Such action, if taken to be had
upon the initiative of the representatives
in the General Assembly from the city,
town, or county immediately affected;
provided that the General Assembly in
its discretion may make such lawful ex-
emptions from the operation of said prop-
erty qualifications as shall not be in con-
flict with the Constitution of the United
States or the State of Virginia.

Section 11. There shall be in each city
and county an electoral board to be ap-
pointed by the Circuit Court of the coun-
ty, or the judge thereof in vacation, or
by the Corporation or Hustings Court of
each city, or the judge ihereof in vaca-
tien, said board to be composed of three
members.

Vacancies which may occur in said
board shall likewise be filled by said
courts or the judges thereof in wvacation.
Said electoral board shall appoint the
judges, clerks, and registrars of election,
and in the selection of judges of election,
representation, as far as possible, shall
be given to each of the two political
parties, which, at the general election
next preceding their appointment, cast
the highest and next highest number of
votes.

No person, nor the deputy of any per-
son, holding any elective office of profit
or trust in this State or in any county,
city, or town thereof, shall be appointed
as a member cof the electoral board, or
as registrar, or as judge of election.

The General Assembly shall enact such
laws as may be necessary to carry into
effect the foregoing provision.

For such registrations as may occur
prior to January 1, 1904, this convention
shall make provision by suitable ordi-
nance, - which shall provide for the ap-
pointment by this convention of the ne-
cessary boards of registration.

Section 12. The General Assembly shall
provide by law for an appeal by any

and shall also provide for the correction
of illegal and fraudulent registration.

Adopted.

Section 13. Every person qualified to
vote shall be eligible to hold any office
of the State, or of any city, county, or
other local sub-division of the State, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this Consti-
tution.

Men and women 18 years of age and
over shall be eligible to hold the office
of notary public, and shall be qualified
to execute the bonds required of them
in that capacity.

Section 14. The General Assembly shall
provide hy law for the fair and orderly
conduct of all elections by the people in
accordance with the provisions of this
Constitution.

Section 15. No person shall vote at any
legalized primary election for the nomina-
tion of any tandidate for public office
unless he is at the time a registered
voter and qualified to vote at the next
succeeding election.

Section 16. The General Assembly shall
enact such laws as are necessary and
proper for the purpose of securing the
regularity and purity of general and
primary elections, and preventing and
punishing any corrupt practices in con-
nection therewith; and shall have power,
in addition to other penalties and pun-
ishments now or hereafter prescribed by
law for such offences, to provide that pers
sons convicted of them shall lose the
right to vote and hold office.

Section 17. The {reasurer of each county
and city of the State shall at least five
months before any election, file with the
clerk of the circuit or corporation court
of his county or city, lists, by magisterial
districts, or wards, of white and colored
persons separately, in alphabetical order,
verified by his oath, who have paid, not
later than six months prior to such elec-
tion, the capitation-taxes required by this
Constitution, or the laws passed in pur-
suance thereof. The clerk, within ten
days from receipt thereof, shall make
out as many certified copies of the list
so. furnished from each magisterial dis-
trict or war® as there are voting places
in such districts or wards, and deliver
the same to the sheriff of the county
or sergeant of the city, whose duty it
shall be to post one of said coples, with-
out delay, at eacn voting place in sald
district or 'ward. And within thirty days
after such notice has been posted, any
person who shall have paid the capitation
tax, but whose name is omitted from
said certified list, may, after five days’
notice to the treasurer, apply to the judge
of the circuit or corporation court of his
county or city to have said list corrected
and his name entered thereon. 3

The clerk shall also. within sixty days
after the filing of said list by the treas-
urer, forward a certifled copy thereof,
with such corrections as may have been
made by order of the courts, to the Audl-
tor -of Public Accounts, who shall charge
the amount stated in such return against
such treasurer in the settlement of his
accounts, except such part as may have
been previously accounted ior. And a
reasonable time before such election, the
clerk shall forward to the judges of
election of each precinct of his county or
city a like certified copy of the list -of
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Friday, March 23, 1502
The Convention met at 10 o'clock A, 2L

Prayer by Rev. D. K. Walthall, D. D

The PRESIDENT: The
call the roll.

The Secretary called the roll
following delegates answered
names:

Present—Allen, George K. Ander
A. Anderson, Ayers, Barbour
Thomas H. Barnes, Boaz, Bolen I
Braxton, Bristow, Brooke, Brown, C:
C. J. Campbell, P. W.
Chapman, Cobb, Crismond. Dan
Dunaway, Eggleston, Epes, Fa
Fletcher, Flood, Garnett, Gilmore, Glass,
B. T. Gordon, James W. Gordon, R. L.
Gordon, Green, Gregory, Gwyn, Hamilton,
Hancock, Hardy, Hatton, Hooker, I
Claggett B. Jones, Keezell, Kendall, L
say, Lovell, Marshall, Mcliwaine, M
dith, Miller, Moncure, R. Walton Mo
Mundy, O'Flaherty, Parks, Pedigo, | %
Phillips, Portlock, Quarle Richmond,
Rives, Robertson, Stebbins, S
Thom, Thornton, Turnbull, Vincen
dill, Walker, Watson, Westcott,
Withers, Woodhouse, Wysor, the
dent—82.

The PRESIDENT:

Secreta

Campbell,

tha

It appears from

call of the roll that eighty-two membegs
are present—more than a quorum.
The Secretary will read the Journal of

yesterday's proceedings.

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings
was read and approved.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE.

Mr. Dunaway asked and obtained leave
of absence for to-day for Mr. Pollard

Mr. RICHMOND: I desire to stats
the gentleman from Lee (Mr. Orr)
tained in his rocom on account of sic
I therefore ask leave of absence for
for to-day.

Leave was granted.

ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURES

Mr. WALKER: I have bheen ins
by the Committee on Accounts and
ditures to make the following report.

The Secretary read as follows:

The Committee on Accounts and E
ditures, to which was referred the a
panying account for the services of an ex-
pert accountant, respectfully repor

same to the Convention with the
mendation that it be paid.
By order of the committee.
C. HARDING WALKE
Chairman.
Richmond, Va., October I, 1301
Messrs. Newton, Fairfax, Stebbins, Mcre-
dith, and Braxton:
To Frank M. Eastman,
Dr. .
To professional services from Au-
gust 27, 1901, to October 26th, both
days inclusive, fifty-three secular

days. ats I oo aas i aaane §530 06
To expenses at Richmond, s
days at $...cceceeiiaennna... 300 (9
To travelling expenses to a from
20 6

Harrisburg...........
To expenses trip to
railroad fare and

Pullman 38,

TOOM, $2ieiiceececccerccncccnccocananes
€r.
By rcash. i iciceocacemaecaes . $ 700
By cash ..... - 0
By CaS R rer: ae s creasssesannss
Balance due ...cececeenccenas ~

Received payment.
FRANK M. EASTMAN.
Mr. WALKER: Mr. Presid
requested by a member of the Cor
to ask that the Convention do r o
sider the report to-day, but pass it b¥
the present.

The PRESIDENT: Without
the consideration of the report
the Chairman of the Committe
counts and Expenditures will be |
until to-morrow.

AMENDMENT TO RULES

Mr. OFLAHERTY: Mr. Pr
wish to give notice that on to
will call up for consideration t
tlon that I offered some days
pesing to change Rule No. 8 in reg
tha rescinding matters.

sir MILWAINE: I move that the Con-
vention do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to, and
vention (at 10 o’clock and 15 r
M.,) adjourned until to-morrow,
March 29, 1902
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