
SCARLET AND HYSSOP. E. T. Ben-
son. Cloth, 51.25.- D. Appleton & Co.
Xew York.
Ever since Mr. Benson made his sud-

den and wholly unexplainablo success
with '"Dodo," wo have been now and
agr.-i.in called upon to read and presumably
to enjoy his further elaboration of tho

wibelicvable development of her mind and
the pcculiariiios of tho plot of her story
enn not make it seem a new one. Alltho
old story in its many phases is well-
remembered and \u25a0\u25a0well cherished, but so
fascinating has it proved to novelists and
tellers of talcs that it now requires the
touch of a Kcnius more original and vigo-
rous than that which this author pos-
sesses to revivify and vitalize its much-
used scenes and characterizations, and to
give to any new tellingof it the Interest
it once had for its readers.
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THE BLAZED TRAIL. By Stewart Ed-
ward White, author of "The. Western-
ers." Illustrated by Thomas .Fogarty.

New York. McClure,' Phillips & Co.
.IPO2. Cloth, pp. 413. Price, $2.50.

This graphic and strenuous work sets
one to think of what is involved In the
subduing, by man, of the primeval forests
of our now great country. ;Itwas thus
that the way was opened . for civilization
to introduce settlements, farms, villages,

towns and cities. No class of men have

exhibited more energy, hardihood, (endur-
ance, agility and enterprise -than the lum-
bermen of Northern Michigan, which this

work so vividly sets forth. The author
had seen the pictures . which he paints

and his father's early pioneer experiences

had duplicated many of those which ho
describes.

There are also love stories blended with
these. The hero, Harry Thorpe, meets: in
the wilderness, almost too romantically,

his capitalist partner, Wallace Carpenter,

and his prospective bride and financial j
savior, Hilda Fanning. We have, too, ac- ,
counts of the manner In which some poor

adventurers became rich and, bought their
way '\u25a0\u25a0 into "upper tendom" ;by, defrauding

the Government of its."magnificent timber.
In some respects tho book \is rather, tedi-

ous, but on the whole full of exciting in-
terest and of instruction.

Sew Magazines.

The May number. of the Smart Set opens

with a; novelette by Edgar Fa wcett. en-
titled "The Vulgarians." In.this story the
author has achieved the best expression

of his genius. Parvenues of immense
wealth are here made real before the read-
er, and not only real, but lovablo as

well.'/The story is at once ingenious and

Isimple/entertaining and \u25a0 profound. ItIs
Ia most valuable picture of American life,
[aridmust stand as an important contribu-
!tion to literature.

*

I Among the :
- short stories of this num-

Iber are: "The Victims of Kitty,"by Mrs.
Schuylor. Crowninshield, an exceptionally
clever piece ofwork;. "Through the Mist
of Suspicion," a psychological; study. that
startles the reader, yet. satisfies him in
its noble"- ending; "Tho. Marriage Mer-
chant," .by Maud Stephney Rawson,: a
delightful picture of London social, life;

"A'Gentleman" by Profession," by J.;A.

Ritchie. \u25a0brimful of cleverness ; "Adela."
an idyllcstory

'
of Justus Miles Forman ;

"The Day of;the Wedding/ by;Frank Lee
Beriedict, a most dramatic .situation-ad-
mirably.wroughtVoutj^The^vViieiOf^Shi-
riiadzti," by Onbto-Watanria, a dainty;tale

inwhich humor snd; sentimontxblend?ex-
q'uisltely,/'-arid:-;.VThe-.-.Uncorisclo_us' r;.'petec-
tlve," by.Caroline Duer, 'which; shows this
successfur author at,her best. . .

Edgar Salttia\ has written' in his .best
vein under* the:title,"Manhattan's Golden
Fold."

- ' .
- "

Among tho :other, poots whose work;^p-
pears in^this riuriiber ;are JBlisa Carman, !

Clinton Scollard.:Joiiri.B/-Tabb,Theod6sia
Ga.rrlsbn',l Charlotte; Becker, ~'~

:Mlrina^lrylngr^
•MyT.tleißVe^,-?:Zona'^Gal^Jamesl. Clarence
:Ha^By^Fr^cli"':paha^' ?'i'Frank''ljllll«^'P6l-';

THE SEAL OF. DESTINY. By Ida
Holmes Behymer. F Tennyson Neely
Company, New York. 12m0.; pages,

255. Price,. $1.50 . .
For sale by Hunter & Co.

This .is a clever and a very unique
story. It abounds in love adventures,

but not of the stereotype of the ordi-
nary novel! It is hard to realize how
much can be condensed .in so small a
compass as 258 12mo. pages of precipi-
tate love-making, heart-breaking, dis-
appointment, arid after-penitence of ac-
cepted suitors and fiancees. The publish-
ers, not without reason, commend the
heroine as "an intelligent American girl,

whose wit, perseverance, ... and energy

make her most attractive." But she takes
a more philosophical view of matri-
mony, and withstoical adherence tto her
idea rejects the suit of ardent lovers,

whose merits and prospects were abun-
dantly sufficient it would seem to cap-
tivate any reasonable young woman, and
tho curtain falls upon the drama of her

life in her self-elected old maidenhood.
-

We are told this is a first venture "into
the field'of authorship. With many faults
in the* plan and in its unfolding, it Is,

on the whole, a creditable work and
gives promise of a successful future fo?
the author:

THE TWO RENWICKS. By Marie
Agries:Davison. F. "Tennyson -.Neely,

:Publisher, London, New York, and
"Chicago. ; . . . .

For sale by Hunter & Co.
This is a book which" will..not com-,

mend itself to sober-minded or Christian
readers. If>the . author's conception . of
the office of a novelist was merely to
tickle the fancy and while away the
leisuro hours of the reader, sho has
trifled with sacred topics, with as unin-
telligent care as a child in handling

Lucifer- matches iri'a_hay-stack.- But the
broadest charity cannot extend this ex-:
cuse for a book bristling from, start to
finish- with insidious attacks upon. the

fundamentals of Christian faith. The

heroine :is a lovable Episcopal girl—a de-:
voted, conscientious .Church "woman. The
hero, who captures her heart, is a law-
yer of repute 'for high intelligence and
many years her senior. He had been a
member of the Catholic Church; but he
had abjured his Church and repudiated

her faith." In the outset he avows his'
unbelief in the inspiration of the Bible,

a book full, as he assumes, of myth and
fable, but containing much of. historical
interest and some flno .philosophy and
poetry. VJesus Christ was not an im-
poster, as he understood him, but a
great and good man, one of the inspired
like Homer, Milton, Shakespeare, Goethe,
or, in our. time. Browning, Emerson, and
Carlye.

This hero is portrayed in all his inter-
course with this trusting girl in as at-
tractive a guise as Satan wore in the
Garden of Even. He protests that he
would not for the world disturb her faith,

but he never thereafter, loses'- an
opportunity, arid on the other hand con-
stantly seeks occasion to present to her
in the most piausible form his infidel
ideas. The poor girl parries his argu-

ments as well as her weaker intelligence
can, but she :is under his spell, and en-
gages herself to _marry. him. •

But this Episcopal girlhas a Methodist
father— a class-leader in his: Church. He
was not, however, sectarian enough to
quarrel with his daughter's preference
for a sister Church. But he did, and not
unnaturally, revolt from a marriage of
his daughter with a pronounced infidel,
and the engagement Is. broken. Of course,
this parental interposition must be
represented as unreasonable and unna-'
tural and the hero as a martyr to

his faith, or, In better phrase, his want
of faith. We have, therefore, in contrast
to the portraiture of nigh manhood in
the infidel suitor the counter represen-
tative of the . believer as a parental
despot and a narrow-minded bigot,' if
not a .hypocrite, and the willing,if not
wilful,"dupe of a knavish Presbyterian
deacon who is "a rival with tho paragon
of infidelity for the hand of v,- Chris-
tian girl.

This book has nothing of the disgusting
blasphemy of .Ingersoll. The lion's paw
is disguised with a velvet hand.

MAGIC. "By Ellis Stanton, author 'of
"Card Tricks," etc. With an Introduc-
tion by Henry R. Evans. Philadelphia,
Perm., Publishing Co. 1902.
This neat little handbook, in cloth and

silver, gives a concise explanation of old
slight-of-hand illusions and of many new
ones". Itis intended to promote entertain-
ment In home and private circles. ..... .

'ocCTpi^nff"aiaYofflclarJposlMra:ln-\Egyp_t'he:
became :impressed^with \ the philosophy \of
Count tTolstbl. Resigning; his JudicialJpo-,
sitiori, he" returned \u25a0- tooths lUnited'f States,

and onlhis way home'pald a yislt;td;Tol^
stoi; with^whom ";'.he ;contracted aistrong
friendship. \u25a0'\u25a0He became an S earnest :antl-
imperiallst arid a lecturer.;; After a')lecture
in:Boston;; he told- soriio: friends 'who iwefe
corigratulatirig \u25a0 him that % Mark;Twain,\or
some :one like hirii,'ought!to write.a book
lampooning a imperialism as it deserved to
be; They- said he* was the^man'; for^that
task. He undertook" it. and in about six
weeks produced 3 the work now before usi

The illustrations are original arid very

comic, --->' ;;' -
•\u25a0: -.

'
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THE BLACK CAT CLUB. Negro Humor
and Folklore. By James D. Corrothors.

Price,- Jsl.oo. Funk &Wagnalls Company,

New York.
The, author of this work is "of Scotch-

Irish, Indian, French and negro extrac-
tion." He"ls now a minister of the Gospel,

and had a university education. Some, of
hSs verse3:hav6 been published- in the
Century Magazine, and are reproduced in
"The Black Cat Club."

'

The book contains a series of character
Btudies of negro life as itmay be observed
in the great cities of the North. The
scene Is laid in Chicago, and the author
tells his story in the negro dialect. .
tality. Among other things, they are
called "white niggers." Southern men are
described as insulting the Yankee school-
ma'ms, burning the school-house, threat-
ening the lives of the strangers and doing

other atrocious. things.

THE LITTLE BROTHER, A Story of
Tramp Life. By Josiah Flynt, author
of "Tramping With Tramps," "The
World, of Graft," etc. The Century

Company, Now York.
" • ......

What a blessed thing It is to see. an
original novel these days— a novel which
takes one out of the beaten^ track and
startles him with .unexpected surprises 1
"The Little Brother" belongs to this lim-
ited class. . While the author has ofteii

\u25a0communed with the public: through the
medium;of his essays on tramps, we:be-
lieve this is his first ambitious effort. .

The subject matter of the story is

"hobos" and ;"hoboland"— two themes

which ou'ssreat slang and vulgarity, but
Mr.Fiynt has steered, clear of such evils
in hie novel, and 'though: some of.his
descriptions : are almost', photographic,

there is nothing coarse- or, Jarring in his
work. '.'.'•\u25a0 '• ;\u25a0" -^ .";.--,\u25a0 \u25a0

*On :the .contrary, the :'\u25a0 plot; is handled
with'a singular. senso of refinement, and

contains all' the elements, which go to

make 'Va- good .story.
:We

'
havo:a :picture of a dull Illinois

town, hideous in:lts:crudeness and almost

brutal in the!, vulgarity of;its^ clUzens:

'"A?< youns
'"
woraaa* coes ;:, to ';:the .-"plac©^to

"teach- echool. w:She Is ;mysteriqus: ana|re;
spectable, '\u25a0 and ot course 'grows :to>\u25a0be $a
subjw^b^'ip^slp^Hej'liUle^brotherjCwho
'Uyireality^ lslher|eouiibyiaii;-;unfbrtunata
vn±Titfmtt*lai*xt*T-tsQm"horn«land? Joliiii

RED SAUNDERS; HIS ADVENTURES
WEST AND EAST. By Henry' Wallace
Phillips. McClure, Phillips & Co., Pub-
lishers, New York. Price, $1.25.
"Red Saunders" is a type of tho "wild

and woolly West;" that is to say; he is a
cowboy, and fears neither man nor devil,
unless, indeed, the odds be greatly against

him.
The big, raw-boned, auburn-haired.fel-

low can take care of himself in a tussle,

and never lets any of his fellow mortals
get much the better of him, but for all
that he is amiable and kind-hearted.
Moreover he is smart—in fact, much too

smart for a cowboy. Some of his aphor-

isrris would do credit to the wits of a
Paris salon. One reads them with inter-
est and enjoyment, but feels that it is the
'author uttering them rather than the en-
terprising "Red."

Still, these little inconsistencies do not
mar the Interest attaching to the pleas-
ant, sketchy story.

"Red's" ilfe is so strenuous that he

never allows his friends to be bored. He
gets mixed up in an Indian fight; he
breaks some good resolutions and strikes

a gold mine; he becomes entangled in
another man's love affair; and finally gets

into one of his own and ends up by recon-
structing a New England village and be-
ing himself reconstructed by one of its
daughters.

The big fellow is reokless, brave and

lovable. He is refreshing after a hard
day's work, and even though his speech

contains quite as much New York slang

as it does the dialect of the West, we do
not dislike him for that.

ALIENS. A Novel of North and South.
By.Mary Tappan- Wright, atithor of "A
Truce and Other Talcs." Charles Scrib-
ner's Son's. Price, $1.50. »

For.sale by the-Bcll Book Company, city.
The design of this novel is to show the

widely different;social and political condi-
tions existing in the North and South of
to-day. There is no denying the fact that
the story is an exceptionally wellwritten
one, and that .the authoress possesses
great ability,but we feel safo inasserting
that the "Aliens" willnot please Southern,
readers.

When one removes tho of the
story— by the way, it is a very Interesting
one— and analyses tho rest of the novel, he
finds nothing but criticism of the Southern
people and their methods. They are criti-
cized for their laziness,. their carelessness,

their looseness in speech, their attitude to-
ward the negroes of the present day and
for their lack of morals.Worse still, a
certain class of them are depicted as vul-
gar arid brutal.. A little censure now and then Is whole-
some and usually deserved, but even the
most conscious-stricken cannot stand 400
or more pages of It without wincing. .

The' writer of the "Aliens" never glve3
her readers a moment's surcease. Her
strictures are always interwoven into tho
plot, or put into the mouths of characters
in the book, and from the first chapter to
the last wo are reminded. of our delin-
quencies, real and fictitious.

The story tells of a littlo colony of
worthy and cultured New England folk
who settle In. a village of a Southern
State with the idea of conducting a negro
mission school. We are not told in what
State the scene Is laid, but from tho
frequent allusions to the cotton fields and
rank vegetation we fancy tho place is
farther South than Virginia, At any rate,
we hope so, for the authoress has few
compliments to bestow upon the section.

The conscientious and unselfish efforts
of the Northerners are scorned by the
people among whom they live;in fact, tho,
"Aliens" are treated with the utmost bru-

And the better classes in the neighbor-

hood—those who do not openly violate the
laws— never cease to tell the "aliens" of
the inferiority of Northern people and to
seek to mortify and humiliate them.

We admit that it takes some, diplomacy
to bring Northerners and Southerners to-
gether in a social way—especially in nar-
row-minded rural communities

—
but wa

trust the conditions are not as they aro
described by Mrs.Wright. To make things
worse, the, "Aliens" in tho work before us
are depicted as. so thoroughly genteel and
worthy that Insults to them are doubly

deplorable and reprehensible.

The conclusion of the story leads one to
believe that it Is impossible for Northern-
ers and Southerners to mix, and creates
the impression that the time is not yet
ripe for that brotherly love which, we
confess, will bo slow in coming if many
more such books as this appear.

The authoress is fair enough to admit,
however, that the friction in her story is
caused by the persistent efforts of the
strangers to assist and educate the ne-
groes in the face of tho determined oppo-
sition of tho community. If she had
stopped here, it would have been, much
wiser, but unfortunately she adds certain
incidents to the plot which are decidedly

offensive. . .. : •

Had Mrs. Wright put even a moderate

check on her intense prejudice against the

Southern people she could have congratu-

lated herself on having written an excel-
lent story, but as matters stand we fear
that even our worst enemies will weary

of hearing us criticized ere they finish the"
"Aliens." .' '• •

CAPTAIN JINICS. HERO. By Ernest
Crosby, author of "Plain Talks in Psalm
and Parable/ Illustrated by Dan Beard.
New York and -London. Funk «&\u25a0 Wag-

nail's Co. .1902. Cloth, pp. 393. /;Price.'.sl.so. .
This; is not the "Captain Jlnksrof 'the

horse marines, who fed.his horse
'
on.corn \u25a0

arid beans," though this hero also had his
fame" associated with ;that . song. This
book :Is:';'a.burlesque and satire upon the
late war with Spain, including the occupa^i
tioriof Pdrsslania (China): This:Captain ;
Jinks was born a soldter- and educated" at
East Point,

-;where the
"
hazing '1arid other

practices of West are well cari-
catured, iThe satire :is 'often keen.and ap-
propriate ;:sbrnetimes broad arid amusirig;-
at other, times' strained raridVexaggerated^:
Still, the 'reader wHI;enjoy;the::wqrk,\ es-

'peclally tfhe b«'an"ant!-irnperlailst
%:l
' .-.

•*:";Tho \;author^ has ;\u25a0<had ;. a;.; singular--.. and'

varied career/ .He is £a::Sonj;of Rev/^
ICrosby.^ He ;waa ;\u25a0 oncjp'i a jßepuby

|jici^ofl.thip.Vstrenuou9V§ i^t^jadf£s'.o&i|
l«ajra»<tf Presldtut RoosevtlC B«t vhUA.

a,-tramp In his wanderings. = The two
pilgrims of the road grow attached to
each other," and .their adventures, are de-:
scribed In a charming way, but without
exaggeration or coarseness.

"
\u25a0

" "

Every page" devoted to their adventures
Is: interesting, and the author, withapen-
which produces" the most vivid pictures,;
never allows us to tire of their exploits.

Of coursethe lad; is lovable, and though
full of the wickedness which characterizes
all boys, an affectionate and noble-heart-;
ed youngster. Through thick and thin he
never forgets /his "sister."

'
;

Tho story ends with a chapter which is
a masterpiece of pathos. Ifyou are a
man and find yourself reading this chap-
ter, you would better sneak off Into some
secluded spot, for Itis very

'
probable that

tears [willcome into your eyes ere you
:finish the novel."

'
Its- climax, though by:

no means- melodramatic, is thrilling, and
yet entirely within""the bounds of possi-
bility.

"'•

Although Mr. Flynt'has gained-recog-
nition.in the literary world chiefly through,
his magazine articles on tramps, it should
not bo understood that; his ability is con-
fined to that ,peculiar' class of subject
matter. \u25a0

\u25a0

In "Tho Little Brother," it Is hard to
say which of his characters is the most
Interesting— the tramp, the boy, or the
pathetic figure of.the lonely woman strug-
gling to fight with a cruel world and to
walk in the paths of duty. And added to.
his creative powers Mr. Flynt possesses
unusual descriptive ability.

The author's personality is an Interest-
Ing one. When he writes of "hobos," he
knows whereof he ":\u25a0 speaks. Witness
the following, which we clip from a
Chicago paper: *

\u25a0 "Many persons who had grown rather
weary of Josiah Flynt's essays on tramps
willhave more or less curiosity to see his
.first novel, "Tho Little Brother," which
has jusLappeared from the Century Com-
pany's press. Evidently the story Is part-
ly autobiographical, for it tells the ex-
perience of a littlo boy- who ran away
from his home in a western town be-
cause of an inborn lova for "the road."
He is taken in hand by. a professional, j
who tries to train him for the life of a.
hobo. I

"Flynti3still a young man. though his
name has been known in the magazines!
for ten years. Residents of Evanston
remember him as Frank "Willard, son of
Oliver and Mary Bannister Willard, .and
nephew of the late Frances E. Willard:
The boy early ran away from home and
led a wild life among tramps on both
sides of the Atlantic finally making his
reappearance as an assistant. of the noted
De Blowita at Paris and as a contributor
to the Century under the name of Josiah
Flynt. He chose this name because it
was that of his paternal grandfather,
and he has recently adopted Itas his real
name, so that he willhenceforth be known
as Josiah Flynt Willard.

"The author's mother is the talented
head of a fashionable school for American
girls in Berlin. His sister, Katherine
Willard,^ became the bosom friend of
Frances Folsom- at this school, and the
friendship continued after the latter be-
came-the wifa of President Cleveland.
For one season Miss Willard was a prom-
inent social' figure in Washington. When
she married. Mr. Baldwin, a New York
lawyer. President .Cleveland promptly
appointed him to an undersecretaryship
in the State Department. Josiah Flynt-
comes of an able family, and, as he knows
as much about tramps as Maxim Gorky
or George Borrow, he ought to be able to
make effective literary use of the gentry
of .the road. \u25a0 Any.man who can find a
use for the hobo .has already gone half
Way toward proving,himself a genius.!'

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE • OF
VWHIST.. By Leonard Leigh and Em'-'
est . Bergholt. Henry T. Coats & Co.,
Philadelphia,

. This is a valuable work on a very popu-
lar subject. The game of whist has long
been rather a science than a pastime, and
in the form of "duplicate whist" the ele-
ment of chance has been obliterated.

The work under consideration was
written in England, and ..will therefore,
perhaps, be found to present some views
on the leads different from those held in
the United States,' or perhaps it would
be. more accurate to say that the authors
do .not endorse .unqualifiedly the Ameri-
can leads. But

-
on a question of this

sort unanimity of authorities is not to be
expected.-

Our. authors say that proficiency in the
game requires theory and practice both.
A study of this work willgive much in-
formation on the theory of the game,
combining as it does the result of the
labors of the various writers on the sub-
ject from Ho'yle, in 1742, down to the
present day.

Tho book begins with a 'historical view
of the i^cerature and evolution of the
game. Then follows a chapter of its
genera! principles, which Is most valuable
and instructive to the beginner. There
are also several chapters on leads, play,of
various hands, &c, one on American
leads, and finally one on endings. The
entire work is written in a very clear
manner, and willprove valuable' to whist
players of all degrees of skill. \u0084

THE LAND OF. THE NOME' A Narra-
tive Sketch of the Rush to :our Bering
Sea Gold Fields; the Country, its Mines,
and Its People, arid the History of a
Great Conspiracy, ISOO—I9OI. By Lanier
McKee. The Graf ton Press, Now York.
This Is a narrative of life;ana adven-

ture InAlaska, and is written in a pleas-
ant, sensible style, and conveys a gr-at
deal of information concerning tho gold

mines. Incidentally, it throws a flood of
light upon the great conspirarcy. Inwhich
United States Judge Noyes and others
were involved,

vto defraud settlers of lands
taken up by them. Several of the parties
to the fraud were heavily punfshed for
contempt by the United States Circuit
Court of Appeals, Judge Ross delivering
the opinion, and a- few weeks ago the
President: removed the unfaithful' Judge
Noyes from office.

McCULLOUGH'S LITTLESTORIES FOR
LITTLE PEOPLE. By' Annie Willie
McCullough. Cloth,. 12mo, illustrated. 12S
pages. Price, 25 cents. American Book
Company, New York, Cincinnati,' and
Chicago. >

This in the latest addition to .the well-
known and widely-used series of Eclectic
School Readings. Itcomprises a carefullyr
graded selection ot short and attractive
stories, many of which are arranged in
groups, to retain the child's interest in the
characters. The vocabulary used is con-
fined"mainly to that found in the fivelead-
ingFirst Readers, and the new nouns and
verbs introduced ineach lesson are closely
related, to those of the story preceding.

TheIwords learned ;- are impressed .on|the
child's mind by repeated ofithe same,
or similar, phrases > arid sentences. The
book is profusely- illustrated, and will,""we
are sure, be Wrelcomod by,primary teach?
ers. \u25a0 .'

'
.-...:.. /.

" ' '; -
'\u25a0

MRSJ- WTGGS' OF THE CABBAGE
PATCH. Alice Cald well Kegan." Cloth,

Jl. The Century Company. New York.
For sale hero by Hunter &Co.
Hero Is a little tale that is altogether too

modest, fresh, delicious, and spontaneous
to be called by so important a term as a
•'literary success," although both pleasure
and delight in its perusal seem universal
It is simply a little bit of life itself, set
between the covers of a book it is true,
yet ready to emerge and live itself out at
but the slightest bidding. And the presiu
ing genius of the small tome, the dryad
of the tree as it.were, is Mrs. Wiggs her-
self, merely a hard-working, much-talk-
ing, poverty-haunted woman, old it may
be, "Hat of chest, and with knotted fin-
gers and flabby skirts, yet vital, human,
and original to the inmost recesses of her
sturdy heart, brimming over with sunny
optimism and vigorous hopefulness and
good temper, a heroine with false frizzes
and a voluble tongue—in other words, Just
Mrs. Wiggs. And once known to a reader,
it never occurs to her that she is A"a
character study" or "the exponent of a
certain typo of woman," for she Is alive
and friendly with the best of us and no
more remains a figment of the fancy than
you or I.

Her story Is told after the manner of
the best of the old-fashioned sort, and
realism, should it deign to note so unpre-
tentious a work, would stand aghast at

tho simple romance that broods over the
humble people of the talc, at the tender-
ness and charity that come to their aid in
times of dire necessity, at the success in
small things with which time and again

their efforts were rewarded, and at the

kindliness and sympathy of the two very
human guardian angels which Providence
is good enough to send them.

Yet the lesson of the little book 'is no
less surely a touching and a lasting one
than ifour minds had been harrowed with
all the sordid details of dirt and despair
with which our writers of to-day are
wont to fill such stories, nor do the fun

and humor with which Its pages are filled
make less urgent the feeling of large
charity and thoughtfulness which its read-
ing brings into the heart.

NOTES.
Hamlin Garland's discussion of the pro-

blem of tha civilization of the, Indian in
"The Captain of the Gray Horse Troop,"

calls to mind a little book which made its
appearance several months ago as the

work of Francis La Flesche, a full-blood
Omaha Indian. The book is called "The

Middle Five," and among, innumerable
tales concerning Indian lifeand character,

it bears the distinction of being1 the only

one written about the Indians by one of
themselves. Itis the story of.the life of
five Omaha boys ut an Indian agency
school in Missouri, and is told in the sim-
plest and most unaffected style. Kead
only for the story it tells, it is appreciat-

ed by younger readers for its naturalness
and vigor and by older ones for its accu-
rate picture of a little-known phase of our
educational life.

But underneath and behind these calm

narrations and lifa-llka details there/are
unspoken volumes of pathos and distress.

The writer has accepted tho culture and
customs of our civilization, not from any

belief In their fitness for his nature, but
because conditions have forced them upon

him He has made all possible profit

from' the education we have forced upon

him in exchange for the beautiful lands
that once were his and he has made a

;success in life according to our stereo-
typed Anglo-Saxon style. He ha. tamed

his free spirit and has cumbered his body

with our -' uncouth' clothes, bound his

views of.life to ideals to which neither his

heart nor his Judgment, make response,

and he has received what we are pleased

to present to him as the blessing of civi-
lization not with gladnesD. ]but: wlth-^a
bitterness which can findno;expression in

words. The civiliaation we give, to him
is not a growth, but a distortion. ItJs
contrary to his nature ana does not de-

velop, but warps him. . \u25a0\u25a0

As one reads the dignified and touching

preface to this little work all, the^old
wonder comes back concerning that

strand zeal of the Christian missionary

Sconi'uscs Christ's religion with Oc-

cidental customs and coßtumes. ;wUch .forjl
gets the iiowingrobes, sandalled; feet^and

Wo?°bve SSneis. «i>a morality may,

scenes and characters from among which
Dodo had her origin. "Scarlet and Hys-
sop" Is the newest addition/to this list. In
it the writer pictures tho- vice,, foibles,
and vanities of English society life as it
has appeared to him, setting forth the fol-
iies and Iniquities of it all conscientious-
ly and faithfully it may be, yet making
of ita record of help to no man and plea-
surable to but few. The story Is like a
huge copy of The Smart Set, or of Town
Topics, written in continuous form and
made into a book, bright perhaps, and
possessed of a certain unhealthful fascina-
tion, yet vapid after all, stale, evil-tast-
ing, degenerate, and profitless. It is true
that the book seems to make a stupendous
effort to teach a higher code than that of
which it tells, and the heroine's simple
statement of her belief in God as the
reason for her unstained uprightness of
character in spite of temptations, is a
climax of faith and goodness. by which the
entire story is supposed to be elevated and
ennobled. But in reality the idea seems
to stand apart and strangely aloof from
the story, alien to its details and unfor-
giving of its ugliness, and thus fails to
add to the book the moral lesson for which
it makes appeal.

For the rest, Mr. Benson i3far excelled
in the wit and repartee of his imagined
conversations by John Oliver Hobbes, Ellen
Thornycroft Fowler, Anthony Hope, or
Robert Hichens, and in the delineation of
modern sins and abuses he is easily dis-
tanced not only by Hall Caino and Ma-
dame Grand, but by many a lesser writer
of their kind, so that the only distinction
that remains to him is that of a remark-
able facility for tedium and all unlovell-
ness.

:T: TI3E 7HIULL OF I-EIF THE LUCKY.
Olrtlie A. 'X.tljencrantz. Cloth, $1.50. A
3.,.IMcCiiHXR &Co. Chichi £o.
Per sale lioro by Hunter & Co.
Colonial literature takes a far leap ln-

&ot?. 'ii
*';'s new story of our forohcars,

end goes back to what was in truth the
wry earliest landing on American soil,

the landtag of Lcif Ericsson, the Viking

rV.irf. en the shores of Yinland, where his
\u25a0\u25a0sinvplc-Jic&rt<Sl warriors from bleaker

J.v.'a^ revolled in the wooded hills, the
v;«e-clad slopes, and; the game-filled for-
ests r.s no later colonists ever did. The

'\u25a0•'•year, however, spent on tho friendly

fV.crcF of a new continent makes up but a
err.nil part of this vigorous and heroic
l.<i;e; The scenes of the" story include also
6-brightly colored and picturesque Scan-
dinavian village, busy and thriving in a
f;-,r more civilized way than it is our
custom to believe of the land homes of
th? Viking, a vivid picture of life and
f fnery in Greenland in those barbaric
r.r.?. rude days, and also descriptions

rf the Norseman's life on tho sea on board
h!s well-loved ship. Among tho charac-
ters are LeifOEricsson, whose great body

was a -lit abode for his great heart and
whose Instincts were even in that early

time turning towards the refinements and
culture of a later age; Alwin, the" son of
the English Duke of Northumbrla, cn-
elavefi by the fortunes of war; Helgn., a
ehlelfi maiden, tall, fair, and courageous

es the old songs have sung! Eric, the Red,

c mighty ruler of Greenland, and many-
oilier men and women of a frankness, a
simplicity, and a daring peculiar to their
rc.ee and day.

With all the stir and vigor of tho book,

the author has not filled tne tale .."with
the din and blood of battle and of flght-

,ins, but has given to it the atmosphere of
freedom and of manliness that was the
very breath of Me to tho Norseman of
that old day, has soitened it with a fine,

ET/eet tale of love, and has surrounded it
£ji with the tingling energy of colder

lands than ours, with the whistle of sea
winds, the dash of the -waves, and the

blue of the open sky, mlnslirig. with it
always a sense of the passing of the
f.erce old northern race of gods, and a
distinct realization of tlie growing influ-
ence of a truer and gentler religion.

In the foreword to the book tho writer
of it pays tribute to the men of which It
tells:

"The Anglo-Saxon rac6 was in its boy-

hood in the days when the Vikings lived.
Youth';? fresh fires burned in men's blood,

the uncha.ste.ned turbulence of youth

prompted their crimes, and their good

deeds were inspired by the purity and

wholeheartedness and divine simplicity

of youth.

"For every heroic vice the Viking laid
upon tho opposite scale an heroic virtue.
3f they plundered end robbed, as most
men did in the times when might made
right, yet the heaven-sent instinct of
hospitality was as the marrow of their

bones. No beggar went from their doors
without alms; no traveller asked in vain

for shelter; no guest but was welcomed
with holiday cheer and sped on his way

with gifts. As cunningly false as they

were to their foes. Just so superbly true
were they to their friends. The man who

look his enemy's last blood with relent-

less hate, gave his own blood with an
equally unsparing hand if in so doing he
might aid the cause of some sworn broth-

er.- .. - . \u25a0
-

•'Above all. they were a race of conquer-
ors, whose knee bent only to its proved
superior. Not to the man who was king-

born merely, did their allegiance go, but

to the man who showed himself their
3»;ider in courage and their master in

skill. And so it was with their choice of

a religion, when at last the death-day of

Odin dawned. Not to the god who for-
gives, nor to the god who suffered, did
they give their faith; but- they made their
vows to the god who makes men strong,

the god who is the never-dying and all-

powerful lord of those who follow him."

tTHB CAPTAIN OP THE GRAY HORS-rf

TROOP. Hamlin Garland. Cloth, $1.50: ,

Harper &Brothers. New York.

.For sale here by the Bell Book and !

Stationery Company. . ;

The strong and holding Interest of Mr.I

Garland's new book comes from its sin- ;

cere appreciative, and many times poetic

presentation of the life and fast passing

Ideals of our western Indians. The book
makes a careful study of the bad faith
with which the white men for so many

years darkened their treatment of these
most picturesque and manly of all the

world's "little peoples," and pleads, with

the examples here given of fine results, for

f-anlty and honesty \u25a0in our further treat-

ment" of them. The story !&,filled with
hopeful suggestions of what tne Indian
may become when by friendly help and

truthful dealing he may be gradually de-
veloped along all legitimate lines of his

natural habits and aspirations, curbed
only in those things which are actually

harmful, made clean, moral, and happy

even ifleft a savage in all else, and thus

almost imperfectly but surely be

drawn into the ways of tho civilization
thac is submerging him.
It is however, only in its discussion

of our mingled pioneer and Indian life

of'the West that the attraction of the

work lies..; In its fiction it hardly seems

worthy of its writer, for in this, it Is

\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0sometimes trite and almost amateurish In

its details, its hero has obtrusively prig-

gish tendencies, Its heroine Is an-abnor-
mal type of woman, its lesser, characters.
witn the exception of the blatant, blunder-
ing timid Parker and his Quiet little wife,

arr- almost wooden In their unaliveness,

and its plot is continually forced into

cction to suit the moral purpose of the

tale Inother words, despite its large in-

terest, the story is far below Us writers
best work.

DOROTHY SOUTH. George Cary Eggles-

ton. Cloth, 5L50. The Lothrop Publish-

ing Company: Boston. i

For sale here by Hunter & Co.
In Dorothy South, another sweet Hero-

ine of the olden days is brought back into
our midst to try itshe may: winall hearts
with her fair and girlish grace. She is

endowed, moreover, with a mental apti-

tude and a marvellous quickness or In-

tellectual-attainment that place her abovo
her more old-fashioned sisters of ante-

btlluin days, and which add - an.humble-.
ness of mind to our. admiring attitude to-
wards her. If she could only have come
back from the old time a little earlier in
our day. if the, painter of her Vprtrait
could only nave made her picture before
tioTsxMtiy others of his habit^of mind^hadalready -told of tho patriarcha \ P*™3 °f
old Virginia- plantations, loyalty of^Uie
slay,*. the rising of the war cloud over
the South, the dissensions of the people

es to questions of human; right
-ana.oi

Federal Kovernmentr the devastations :<*.
war and the fair hope of astrong rebul?:;
Ing of a nr.tion. nnd «s a central ligure

of each tai* iit the fresh won^ng;
\u25a0of a uiuthem rirl.then this lovable Dor^,
thy South ml«bt have: stood :out^wlU»,&

filßliricUvenesß and an individuality,TOCfl-,
\u25a0 re-.worthy:of her/-But the story.has been:
told »o often" that \u25a0Its-freahnessjis ;gone, tu^
is no weir known:tbit;;even L tvesunws»||

site An;Hour With the JNew Books
"The Thrallof Leifthe Ltzcky." "The Captain of the Gray Horse Troop,"

"Dorothy South," "Scarlet and Hyssop,"

"Mrs. Higgs of the Cabbage Patch."

Ing- their, bodies and minds into molds
shaped to express the life and ideals of
western ;civilization, but with no necessary
association with.the simple Christianity
of the New Testament and most certainly
not essential to either happiness or moral-
ity.

"•' . '
'.'

'
\u25a0

\u0084:. ''
NOTICE OF OTHER NEW PUBLI-

CATIONS.
?
By ANNE PENDLETON.

n


