SECOND PART. .

RICHMOND, VA, SUNDAY,

0UR-CORNERED RACE

€W ANSON, ELLYSON, WILLARD, AND

ANDERSON TO CONTEST FOR

GOVERNORSHIP.

SUCH THE PROSPECT NOW.

ficsides These, There Are Several

Others Mentioned.

GENERAL AYERS; AND MR. ECHOLS.

Fhe Next Struggle Will Be n Great
Campaign With Oratory and ‘nrns.n
Nands, and Parndes, and All the

01d-Time Spectancular and Declam-

Thases—A Review and a

antory

Forecast of Events.
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More Interest Than Ever.

1 are eminent for their interest
Indeed, it is this keen, active
st and participation in all that con-
s the government and welfare of the

ities.

that have made the Virginians
jer generations so prominent in the
affairs of the nation. Now that the negro
has been eliminated as a menace and al-
most.wh - as a political Tactor, it mayv
he expected that interest in politics will
Lie greatly accentuated and more uni-
versal than before.
- the forces are aligning for the

of 1%5 for the governorship. The

1 promises to begin actively im-

after the presidential election

ovember, 1904, Iven now the pro-
spective aspirants are quietly gathering
nuclei of support and enlisting under
anners influential men of every

~tion. Already five or six men have

en mentioned as possible aspirants or
2s men worthy of the high oflice
Ellyson et Candidate.

WWhen the Norfolk convention of 1901
ad] 1ed, Hon. J. Tavlor Eilyson, for
many vears State chairman, and several
times f{requently mentioned as a man

10 would prove a formidable aspirant

the governorship, stated to several
with whom he was talking in

1 obby of the Monticello Hotel that
he would be a candidate for the nomina-
“next time.” He made the state-

tion
ment earnestly an. deliberately, the oc-
on for the expression veing the state-
t made to him by many of the dele-

m

gates that they had hoped that they
would have had the opportunity to vote
for him. Just the day before, the chair-

had had a splendid exhibition of the

wonderful hold he has upon YVirginia
Democrats. The great convention of 1,50
men, weary after an exciting struggle

for several hours and eager to complete
the nominations and adjourn, had been
a howling’' yelling, discordant mass, re-

ng to listen to speakers. or to hear
one, no matter on what subject.
1 president of the convention had ex-
usted his vocal powers in a vain at-
tempt to secure a hearing, and several
of the best speakers wn the conventlon
tiad failed to bring a semblance of arder
gut of the chaotic confusion prevailing.
Insiance of His Popularity.

1t was in this extremity, when nothing
conid be done. nothing heard, that the
rilent, imperturbable State chairman
and, walking to the front of the
rostrum. stretched forth his hand for
s wee. A moment only and he was recog-
and with the recognition of the
1 by the great audience the tumult
was soon hushed, and Mr. Ellyson made
simple, earnest appeal for a hearing—

arnse

d

esired 1o second nominations., The chair-
1an has never asked anything for him-
telf of his party except work, and his
and eminent service entitled “him
n a hearing. It was probably due to this
fact and the realization that he did not
t to ask anything for himself tha:
the audience was stilled by his uplifted

4 and his waiting attitude, as he
there statuesque upon the rostrumn.
1ig ineident was so striking in show-
the hold Mr. Ellyson has upon the
s of his party that many remarked
it. ¥is determination to be a candi-
“next time,” which he announced
av was no doubt due in part to a
jon of the warm place he has in

long

date

the hearts of Virginia Democrats. Put
whatever the cause, he announced un-
vquivocally and unconditionally that he

1d be a candidate and he has never
publicly retracted that announcement. On

the contrary his friends are already urm-
ng him, and it may be taken for granted
that he will be in the field in the fight of
1905,
Swanson Will Ran.

Congressman Ciaude A. Swanson, de-
ed for the nomination last time, but
vho made friends and won admirers in
the very hour of his defeat by the man-
liness with which he met it, will, it can
be stated almost with authority, be a
candidate again in 195. He has made
no announcement, so far as known, of his
candidacy at this time, but all who know
him know that he is not a *‘quitter,” and
that it is not characteristic of him to be
dwunted or discouraged in a cherished
#mbltion by a single defeat. He is full
of pluck and fight, and has in him more
than ane good, sturdy bactle, if appear-

sws

MISS JOSEPHINE STEPHENSOK

MISS NANNIE J. STERRETT®

LEXINGTON, V.A., September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)=When the Grand Camp of Virginia
Confederate Veterans meets in Wythe-
ville, October 22-24, two of Virginia’s most
charming daughters of the Tenth District
will Le present as sponsor and maid of
honor.

Miss Josephine Stephenson, of Monterey,

ishland county, and Miss Nannie J.
Sterrett, of Jull, Highland county. have
been selected as the sponsor and maid
of honor, 1espectively, by Grand Com-
mander Thomas  W. Smith, of Suffolk,
upon the recommendation of J. Scott

Moore, of T.exington, assistant inspector-
genera! of the Tenth Virginia District.
Both young Iadies have signified their
acceptance of the honor, and will attend
the meeting of the Grand Camp. .
Doth are daughters of brave Confederate
soldiers. The sponsor, Miss Stephenson,
is a most charming young woman, and
a brilliant conversationalist, having ob-
tained her education at some of the best
seminaries of the present day. Of fine
and commanding carriage, a brunette, she
will be one of the leaders among the
young women who will attend the meet-

ing of the Grand Camp.

She is a daughter of L. H. Stephenson.
a lawyer of Monterey, who has served as
Commonwealth's attorney of Highland
county. He entered the Confederate ser-
vice as a private, and for gallaniry rose
to the rank of a first lieutenant. Fie was
a member of Company C, Fourfeenth Vir-
ginia Cavairy, a part of Jenkin's com-
mand, and later attached to McCauslani's
command. ¥e participated in all the big
battles of iiie war, and was with McCaus-
land when he burned Chambersburg, and
finally surrendered at Appomattox.

Miss Sterrett is a member of the Ster-
rett family, ncted tor their brilliant schol-
ars and men of giant statue, and women
of great beauty. E£he is a brunette of the
extreme Southern type, vivaclous and
charming in the extreme. She spent part
of the summer visiting relatives in Rock-
bridge, and had many admirers.

Her father, Samuel W. Sterrett, is one
of the leading farmers of his county, and
owner of the famous Crab Bottom estate,
noted fer its fine stock of every descrip-
tion. He served through the war with
an honorable record as a member of Com-

pany H, Fourteenth Virginia Cavalry, as
“only a private.” It was his command
on detached duty that lost two men after
the final capitulation took place at Appo-
mattox, and both of them Rockbridge
men—Walker and Wilson.

Assistant Inspector-General Moore could
not have found two more beautiful women
had he sough indefinitely, nor could his
old command, the Fourteenth Virginia
Cavalry, te mors honored than in his
selections, the daughters of two of its
most gallant soldiers.

ances count for anything. His friends
expect him to make the race again, and
he may be counted upon to do so, unless
some unforeseen obstacle should arise.

There are others who are said to have
gubernatorial ambitions, and who are
expected to announce themselves at the

proper time, as they deem it. Ever since
a Tew weeks after the last gubernatorial

fz]nr'(inn. it has been currently reported
in loeal political circles that Captain
Joseph E. Willard, the popular young

Lieutenant-Governor, and Attorney-Gen-
eral Anderson, a galtlant old soldier, would

both be aspirants for the governorship.
Certainly one of them, if not both, are
expected to enter the struggle for the

highest honor the State has to offer.
Detween the Twe,

The ecandidacy of both would divide
the element that last year supported them
both, and whatever political influence the
present Governor may have would in that
event be divided between the two. Du-
ring the last campaign the delegates in
many cases were given ironclad and in-
violable instructions, not for Mr. Monta-
gue alone, but for Montague, Willard,
and Anderson. If the candidate for Gov-
ernor gave them strength, it must aiso
pe admitted that Mr. Montague gained
strength from tnem, for the wealthy and
popular young Lieutenant-Governor and
the maimed old soldier were both sturdy
advocates of tae present Givernor's nomi-
nation. Between two such loyal sup-
porters of Mr. Montagye hi Titends
would inevitably divide. <The friends of
Mr. Willard recognize that he gave
strength to Mr. Montague's candidacy,
and so do those of Major Anderson receg-
nize his influence in securing the nomi-
nation of his fellows on the ticket. If
there was not a combination in the earlier
stages of the campaign, there was later,
as attested. by the triple instructions re-
ferred to.

Sections

Mr. Willard is from Northern Piedmont,
and Major Anderson from the Valiey.
Mr. Ellysen represents Richmond and tie
eastern part of the State. Mr. Swanson
is from the Southside, the section that
has yielded the precedence in honors to
the Southwest and the Valley frequently.
The great Southwest is as yet unrepre-
sented with a prospective candidate, un-
less ex-Attorney-General Rufus A. Ayers
may be so regarded. Mr. Ayers has been
frequently mentioned as a fine man fnr
the place, especially during the closing
davs of the Constitutional Convention. He
adds to ability, dignity, and a charming
personality, and is a man of great con-
s ‘atism and quiet courage. His friends
regard him as the man of all others to
harmenize the factions of the party. And
that there are factions no candid Demo-
crat will deny. .

Mr. Glass Mentioned, Too.

One other Democrat has been mel]lion“d
frequently for the governorship in the
past year. That man is former State
Senator Carter Glass, of Lynchburg, now
candidate for Congress in the Sixth Dis-
trict, and an active and influential mein-
ber of the Constitutional Convention. Mr.
Glass is in no sense a candidate. On the
contrary, it is improbable that he would
undertake a canvass for the honor, fer
he is hardly strong enough to stand one.
His career in public life has been remark-
able. TFor vears a. silent influence 1n
shaping the thought of the State whila
actively connected with the press, he sud-
denly made his entrance into the arena
of phmir‘s when, vielding to the solicita-
tions of friends, he consented to become
a candidate for the State Senate. In that
hody he soon took such rank that he was
by general consent looked to as the man
to represent his city and county in th2
Constitutional Convention. There he won
additional laurels, and became widely
known for his influence and power in
that hody. He nominated Major Tyler
for Governor five years ago at the Roa-
noke convention. was permanent chair-
man of the Norfolk convention, and has
been a delegate to national conventions.
Tidewater Section. .

They Represent.

The Tidewaier section may enter a man
in this political {free-for-all, in which
event the situation would be further com-
plicated. Former Lieutenant-Governor
Edward Echols is _one of the most uni-
versally esteemed Demoerats in the State,
and should he aspire his support would
hardly be limited to the Valley. Others
may appear, but with the list named,
the prospect is bright for a fine contest
in the spring and summer of 1805.

WHITE REGISTRATION HEAVY.

Elizabeth City County Negroes Out-
numbered in New Registration.

HAMPTON, VA. September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)—The registration of voters in Eliz-
abeth City county closed in all precincts
but one to-night. The total registration
is: 1,566, of which only 259 are colored
voters. The district vet open will likely
register about 100 whites, making the
entire white registration of the county
reach 1,450. This is just about the usual
registration. The colored vote has been
reduced about 150, thus showing a clear
elimination of the negro in Elizabeth City
county politics. The fact that this county
has cut out 1500 colored voters will pro-
bably put it in the front rank among the
counties of the State.

BITTEN BY MAD DOG.

HORSE,

COW, HOG, AND SHEEP

DIED IN SHENANDOAH.

TYPHOID NEAR WOODSTOCK.

Eight Cases Within a Radius of a
Mile of Headquarters — A Qufiet
Marringe—Sale of a2 Valuable Plan-

tation.

WOODSTOCK, VA., September 27.--
(Special.)—A. valuable horse belonging 1o
Mr. M. H. Copp, of Fisher's Hill, was re-
cently bitien by a mad dog, and was
killed after showing signs of rabies. An-
other horse, which was known to have
been bitten by the same dog, has been
confined for eight weeks, but up to this
time has shown no signs of rabies. Mr.
Copp's dog became mad about eight
weeks ago, and bit a number of his
stock lefore it escaped from the farm.
A sheep, a hog, and & horse have died
{from the bite.

Massanutten Academy, a preparatory
school located at Woodstock, opened on
Tuesday for its fourth session under
promising conditions. Professor J. Silor
Garrison, president of the academy, who
is suftering from typhoid fever, is rap-
idly recovering and expects to resume his
work in a short time.

Mrs. Nannie Barton, of Lantz Mills,
and Mr. S. Burns Sheffler, of Edinburg,
were quietly married .n the parlors of
Holtzman's Hotel, at Woodstock, on
Wednesday afternoon. The ceremony
was performed by Rev. J. Howard Wells,
pastor of the Methodist church, South.

Within a radius of a mile from Head-
quarters, Shenandoah county, there dre
at present vight cases of typhoid fever.
In the family of Mr. Almond Combs
there are three cases, two in John Heish-
mand's family, Thomas Barrick, James
R. Baker, and Arthur Polk.

Mr. A. M. Foltz, of Lantz Mills, has
sold his valuable farm to Mr. L. D.
Wakeman for $,500. This farm is a part
of an original grant from Lord Fairfax,
dated in 1772, to Peter Foltz, and has
remained in the family for 130 years.
The remainder of the farm is still owned
by Messrs. Willlam and James Foltz,
brothers of Mr. A. M. Foltz. £

BARKIS IS WILLIN".

Dr. Hofiman Will Oppose Congress-
man Hay in Seventh District.

STRASBURG, VA., September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)—Dr. S. J. Hoffman has given notice
that he will accept the nomination as
candidate for Congress for the Seventh
Congressional District, which was made
at the Republican Convention at Luray
on the 23d instant. As the Doctor was
not an aspirant for congressional honors,
it was uncertain whether he would ac-
cept the nomination.

R
COL. MILES AND THE UNIVERSITY.

Judgze Sener’s Position is General
Commended, He Says.

WASHINGTON, D. C., September 27.—
(Special.)—Judge J. B. Sener, president of
the General! University Almuni Associa-
tion, savs he is greatly gratified at the
many letters he is receiving regarding
his interview in the Dispatch of the 17th
instant in regard to the University-Miles
discussion. These letters, he says, are
not only from Virginia (including Rich-
mond), but from other States.

Judge Sener says tnat the statemeént
that the Board of Visitors will meet at
the University on the 2d of October is a
mistake. The rector, Hon. C. P. Jones,
of Monterey, Va., calls these meetings,
and Judge Sener is in receipt of two
letters from Rector Jones indicating that
no meeting will be held probably earlier
than the week beginning October 13th,
but most probably in that week.

Judge Sener says that the interview of
Mr. Daniel Harmon, the Charlottesvilie
visitor, clearly shows that there is no
purpose to disturb Dr. Barringer as
Chairman of the Faculty for this session,
unless Dr. Barringer shall decline to
serve, and that he is satisfied that Dr.
Barringer has no disposition to refuse to
serve as chairman of the facuity for the
rest of the session. The laws of the
university provide that the chairman of
the faculty shall be annually appointed

§
J

by the visitors, and this has been the
law for some seventy vears. Af the June
meeting  of the board, as Mr. Harmon
says, the board simply passed the mat-
ter over and allowed Dr. Barringer to

hold over.
Mr. Cazenove G. Lee, ex-president of
the YWashington local Alumni Associa-

tion, thoroughly approves the stand taken
by Judge Sener; says he read his inter-
view before it was published in the Dis-
patch, and advised its publication, and
as far as he has been able to get the
sentiment of the local alumni hereabouts,
‘“and I have talked with many of them,”
they are unanimously in accord with
Judge Sener. Mr. Lee further says that
in his opinion he thinks it would be wise
if the Board of Visitors do nothing fur-
ther in the matter, during the present
session of the University.

ACCOMAC COUNTY
TO FIGHT COAL TRUST.

Wood Will Be Used in All Public
Schools in Three Districts.

ONANCOCK, VA. September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)—There is a coal famine in this
county. The only firm in the county hav-

ing coal on hand is that of Hopkins &
Company, at Onancock. These gentlemen
have taken care of all their oid customers
at a very small advance on last year’'s
prices. They have feor years been sup-
plying the public schools of Lee and
Onancock districts, and have already
provided these and the Fauquier Island
school with coal. :

Pungoteaque, Metamphin and Atlantic
distriots, repregenting more than one
hundred schools, were in the coal famine
territory. These District School Boards
met the situation promptly. Superintend-
ent G. G. Joynes returned from the last
of these districts to-night and reports all
the schools in Accomac county duly pre-
pared for, as to fuel, for the coming ses-
sions.

All coal stoves in these district schools
have been set aside gnd wood heaters put
in. The cost of these heaters and the
cost of the wood to each district, as per
contracts, is not expected to exceed the
coal bill in each district as paid last
year.

Superintendent Joynes says if this ex-
periment of burning wood in the schools
proves satisfactory, that at least one-
fourth of the county coal bill can be
saved. The county coal bill last year
was $2,436.04; this means a saving to the
Accomac district funds of $606 per year.

B

HAMPTON MAN SHANCHAIED.

Believed That Samuel Merth Was
Carried Away on the Venita.

HAMPTON, VA. September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)—The friends of Samuel Merth, the
voung tailor who has been missing since
September 2d, now believe that he was
shanghaied by the officers of the German
ship Venita, which recently sailed from
Newport News after undergoing repairs
at the shipyard in that city. It is now
learned that Merth deserted from the Ger-
man navy three months before he came
to Hampton and accepted a position in
the tailoring establishment of a local con-
cern. When the Venita came to Newport
News, Merth became quite intimate with
the sailors on the vessel, and it is now
thought he became confidential, and pos-
sibly told some of the sailors of his de-
sertion. The men then very likely en-
ticed Merth to go aboard the Venita,
where he was placed in chains and pro-
bably taken back to Germany. The fact
that he disappeared on the same day
that the Venita sailed has given color
to the theory that he was possibly taken
back to Germany.

Merth told some of his associates in
Hampton of his desertion, and informa-
tion received to-day brought out the an-
nouncement that he had probably been
shanghaied on the Venita. He was only
22 years old.

—_——

PROF. FRANK SCOTT KILLED.

Principnl of Atkins High School
Struck by Passenger Train.

MARION, VA., September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)—Professor Frank Scott, of Char-

lotte county, Va., and principal of At-
kins High School, was instantly killed by
an east-bound passenger train near At-
kins, a station on the Norfolk and West-
ern Railway, this afternoon at about 4
o'clock.

Professor Scott was educated at Wil-
liam and Mary College, was about 21
vears of age, and had been teaching only
three weeks. He was a man of good hab-
its and was highly respected-

K UP IN HENRY

BUSINESS.

MARRIAGES, DEATHS,

NOTES, NEWS OF PEOPLE.

A HALE OLD NONAGENARIAN.

Landy Nearing a Century Who Walks
Five Miles an Hour—Two Pretty
Marriages—A Girl’s Bad Fall from

a Tree.

MARTINSVILLE, VA., September 27.
(Special.)—Mrs. E. C. Groves, aged sev-
enty-one years, died suddenly of heart
failure at the home of her son, Mr. I. M.
Groves, Mess street, on the morning of
the 19th instant. The remains w'ere con-
veyed to her former home, Highview,
W. Va., where the funeral and interment
iook place. Mrs. Groves had been in fail-
ing health for several months. She. was
a most estimable lady and a consistent
member of the Christian church.

TWO PRETTY MARRIAGES.

Mr. Charles W. Davis and Miss Ida
May Townes were married Wednesday
evening at the home of the bride’'s mothY-
er, Mrs. George J. Townes. Mr. J. N.
Davis was best man and Miss Lucy
Townes, sister of the bride, was maid ot
honor. The ceremony was performed by
Rev. E. L. Grace, of the Baptist church.
Miss Hassie Fuller presided at the or-
gan. The decorations were effective and
tasteful and the marriage a Vvery pretty
one. A reception followed the ceremony,
and an elaborate supper was served. The
bride is attractive and popular and the
groom is a successful young business
man of Martinsville.

On Tuesday evening last at the home
of the bride’s uncle, Mr. J. E. Via, near
Philpott, in this county, were married
Mr. Willie F. Peck, of Newport News,
and Miss M. Louise Auglin, formerly of
this county, but more recently a resident
of Newport News. The bride is a niece
of Mrs. Lillian Via Shumate, of Mar-
tinsville, and is decidedly attractive and
popular. The groom is a young business
man of Newport News.

SHE FELL FROM A TREE.

Nancy Lee Simmons, the bright little
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. W. Simmons,
was severely hurt by a fall from a tree
Tuesday afternoon. She fell about thir-
ty feet, and a large section of the scalp
was torn from her head and her collar
bone broken. It was feared at first that
she had suffered serious.internal injuries,
but she is much better to-day, and'is
considered out of danger.

A GREEN OLD AGE.

Ars. Nancy Self, of Martinsville, who is
ninety-three years old, is a striking ex-
ample of vigorous old age. She can, and
does walk, five miles in an hour. She
‘reads without glasses and her mind is
still bright and strong.

Last vear she accomplished an amount
of domestic work that would have been
creditable to a young woman.

PERSONAL MENTION.

Miss Anniz Tuggle left for Lynchburg
this we2k to attend the Lynchburg
Business College. .

Mrs. Henry Tuggle, Miss Emma Tug-
gle and Mrs. Nellie Lightly are visiting
friends in Richmend.

Mr. W. S. McDonald, of Emporia, Va.,
has bought two houses on Moss street,
and will remove here with his famlily the
first week in October, he was attracted
to Martinsville by her excellent school
facilities, and by the energetic fight of
her citizens for the dispensary and a pub-
lic building.

Professor S. A. Wood has been seriously
‘('i‘ of dysentery, but is much better to-

ay.

Mrs. W. S. Brown returned Wednes-
day from a visit to Wytheville.

Mrs. H. W. Jamersen, accompanied by
her sister. Mrs. Minnie W. Gregory, has
returned from a month's visit to her pa-
rents at Roalon, N. C.

Misses Ruby Dudley and Agnes Audin
Ieft this week for Richmond to attend
the Woman’'s College.

e s

ACCOMAC REGISTRATION.

Whites Outnumber Negroes at Lee
Precinct More Than 3 to 1.

ONLEY, VA., September 2.—(Speclal.)
Registration: closed to-day for Lee Pre-
6 ©

cinct.  The. registration was the small-
est {n many yeara althoush larmer than

SRR e

many precincts In the county. There were
468 registered and rejected (all colored).
The whites manifested little interest, as
many of them did not even apply for fear
they would be rejected.
—_————

" THE RESULT IN RADFORD.

Effect of the New Registration Dis-
cussed in Detail.

RADFORD, VA. September 2i.—(Spe-
cial.)—The Board of Registrars for the
City of Radford, consisting of Colonel
J. H. Washington, Mr. Mark Reid, and
Mr. J. H. Bane, West Ward, and Dessrs.
G. C. Caldwell, L. D. Keadle, and W. J.
Linkous, East Ward, completed their la-
bors Wednesday, and the new electorate,
purged of the ignorant and indifferent
vote, now numbers 414162 In the West
‘Ward, 252 In the East.

Of this number seven are negroes, one
out of the three who applied in the West
Ward being registered, and six out of a
possible in East Radford.

About eight or nine whites In the West
Ward and ten or twelve in East Radford
were rejected, the understanding clause
proving the ‘stumbling block” which
caused their down fall and elimination
from the political pathway.

Nearly two hundred former yoters failed
to make application, some through fear
of being turned down, others on account
of general indifference.

Of the 252 men In East Radford now
eligible to vote, 188 are Democrats and
72 Republicans, thus giving the Demo-
crats 116 majority. No estimate has been
made of the relative number of Demo-
crats and Republicans that compose the
West Ward roster, but the Democrats
are confident that they have in this ward
also a safe majority. The West Ward
has always gone Republican, but the
East Ward and the town, as a whole,
was generally carried by the Democrats:
and now, with the elimination of the ne-
gro, a large Democratic majority for Rad-
ford is assured.

It is claimed by some that the town
will go ‘“dry,” as a result of the new
registration. Others—and among this
number are the very best citizens of
Radford—affirm  that the bar-keepers
have nothing to fear.

WM. HOWELL KILLED
IN TAZEWELL CO.
Brakeman Met His Death on the N.

& W. R. R~—Scarcity ot
Teachers—Personal,

TAZEWELL, VA. September 27.—(Spe-
cial.)—William Howell, of this county, son
of Thomas Howell, Esq., of Burks Gar-
den, who was a brakeman on the Norfolk
and Western railway, was instantly killed
near Raven, Thursday about 2 o’clock.

The citizens of the Clinch valley learn,
with much pleasure, that the Norfolk
and Western railway will, on next Sun-
day, place an additional passenger train
on the Clinch Valley Division, leaving
Bluefield for Richlands at 6 A. M., and
returning at 6 P. M.

It seems there is difficulty in supply-
ing the public. schools of this county
with teachers, and some are being em-
ployed from the eastern section of the
State.

Twenty-one cars of export cattle were
shipped from this point Monday for the
Liverpool market via Norfolk.

James W. Harman and Samuel L. Peery
left a few days since for Lexington, Va.,
where they will become students for tha
ensuing year.

Wwill Henry Alderson left a few days
since for New York city, whera he will
locate in business.

THE L. & N. DEAL COMPLETED.

The Formal Statement Wil Be Given
Out Monday.

NEW YORK, September 27.—(Special.)
The report that the deal for the settle-
ment of the Louisville and Nashville was
about completed was confirmed to-day,
and the details of the plan will be made
public on Monday. A syndicate has al-
ready been arranged. It {s understood
that the contro! of the Louisville and
Nashville will be sold to the Atlantic
Coast-Line Company.

At the office of J. P. Morgan & Co.
it was said by a member of the firm
that absolutely no news would be given
out concerning the matter to-day. He
also sald that the report published In a
morning newspaper that a circular had
already been sent out to sundry bank-
ing firms inviting them to participate in
a syndicate that has been arranged to

THEISTER MENACED

EDIBLE BIVALVE SLOWLY DISAF<

PEARING FROX WATERS OF

THE CHESAPEAKE,

B e S

PATENT TONG GOES T00 DEEP.

Scoops to the Bottom and Burfex

the §ccd Oysters.

LAWS ARE XOT! ENFORCEIA

Conditions Under Which the Populax
Shell Fish Grow Must Be CAanged
or Else the Eastern Vlw;ﬁb
dustry Will Be Well-Nigh Ruined
in the Course of = Few Short

Years. i S

The oyster Industry s threatened.

The edible bivalve is slowly disappears
ing from the waters of Chesapeake bay.
According to a prominent member of
the State Board of Fisheries the condl~
tions under which these shellfish now
grow must be radically changed or else
the oyster Industry, which now means s¢
much to the State, will within five or sin
years be wellnigh ruined.

The trouble is partly with the presen{
oyster law in Virginia, but mostly witk
the peopls themselves. The oystermen
in some of the Tidewater counties are
killing ‘ths goose that lalid the golden
egs.’”” Not only have many become
pirates preying on public oyster fields du-
ring the closed season, but they go fur-
ther and make no pretense of keéping tha
law. The great damage Is done in
summer, when they take the seed oyster
from the public beds, transferring them
to the private. They wiil state outright
that they do as they please, and defy ths
authorities to catch them. Whila the
law-breakers ars at the bottom of much
of the trouble, it does not end with
them.

The Law Not Enforced.

Some of the Commonwealth’s Attor-
neys, magistrates, and other officers, It
is asserted, fail, refuse, or neglect to
press presentments, indictments, aor
prosecutions, for political reasons. Pub-
lic sentiment In some of the counties is
30 pronounced against the present laws
that these men cannot. for obvious rea-
sons, afford to enforce the laws as they
should be. This would loss them votes.
The present Board of Fisheries has dong
everything +within its power to better
conditions, but so far has signally falled.

The next probable step will be to have
the whola matter of the violation of the
oyster laws brought prominently befera
the Legislature, with the idea of bring-
ing the chief offenders to a better way of
thinking.

In the counties of Gloucester and
Mathews the people have gone so far as
to form an associatlon to opposa the
Board of Fisheries and to influence legis-
lation.

This association, known as the Seina
and Pound Net Assoclation, however, ap-
plies more to fishing than to clammfng
and oystering. Seins and pound net
license taxes, especlally in the countles of
Mathews and Gloucester, remaln un-
paid. The State’s revenue from the
oyster grounds in Horn Flarbor and Mll-
ford Haven is greatly diminished. Num-
bers of indictments have for a long time
been pending, but owing to politics there
is little action and tardy justice.

The “Fleet” Inndequate.

The oyster pollce own three steamters
and one sailing craft, but these are en=-
tirely inadequate”to deal with the pirates.
Fishermen only laugh at the passing
craft. Ewven were they caught—a thing
not probable—by some political pull they
could get the charges treed, or, better
yet, have the case dismlissed. There ara
easier ways yet of escaping the hand of
justice. Oystermen, it is said, carry fine
marine zlasses and can see and tell a
police boat within a range of from ten
to twenty-five miles. If they have oysters
aboard, taken out of season from beds
for seeding purposss, then they quickly
throw them overboard, so that when the
police arrive these fishermen have the
decks clear and washed clean and have
their legitimate fishing lines overboard.
The police then are powerless to handle
them.

Special efforts are now in progress by
the Board of Fisheries to have the pound
net and seine license dues settled at oncg
and to bring about soms adjustment of
the delinquent Milliford Haven and Horn
Harbor taxes, which amount to about
38,000 or $10,000. ;

In other parts of the State the graded
licenses from $3 to $12, according to tha
size of the mnet, have been paid. Im
Gloucester and Mathews counties they
have not.

There can be no compromise with tha
old delinquents for fear that those coun=
ties which have pald the dues promptly;
wiil ask for a rebate. £

Methods of Destructlon.

‘A large proportlon of Virginia’s natural
oyster rocks and shoals: have been
destroyed or hopelessly depleted. The
public oyster grounds are rapldly de-
creasing in area and becoming less and
Jess profitable to the public worker.
This is due to many reasons, all of which
could be avoided.

The gretatest damage {s done througk
the continued use of patent tongs. Be«
tween 50 and 6) per cent. of tha oysters
taken are zotten in this way. Ome
“patent’” tong will do the work of ten
others. But In this work it destroya
the oyster rock. Where the tong descends
it buries itself deep. A bowl-shaped vasin
is formed, and oysters not taken by the
tong settle back Into thea gully and tha
wash of the water covers them with mud
and sand. Thus they are killed and
buried forever on the bottom of the bay.

Clamming not only ruins the oysters.
but it breaks the natural oyster rock. at
the present time the State expends about
33,000 to protect the oysters, while those
fishing for clams are at work. In return
the Stats recelves from clamming licenses
from $700 to $1,000. In other words, i
costs the people of the State three times
as much to protect the oyster during the
summer as it recelves from the entira
clamming industry. ¢

This does mnot take (nto account the
vast injury done to the oyster beds. As
there {s no closed season for clamming,
fishermen during the {dle summer
months, when they cannot “oyster.)” go
after clams. Clams grow beneath the
oysters and In getting the former, both
are scooped up. This, moreover, is done
at a critical time, or when the oyster is
spawning. N

Another radical evil {s the great length
of 'the open oyster season. The close®
geason now lasts from May 1sf to Sep-
tember 1st. This, it is argued, should be
extended a month in the spring and one
fn the fall. This would make the open
season from October 1st to April 1st, and
would give the oyster a much better showt
to propagate, and, In the end, would

participate In financing the transagtions
wns'nottm&:, e e J
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