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Cistern Problem.

7o the Editor of The Dispatch:
Pleage pubiish in your next issus the
#olution of the following: ;
. A cistern s fille. by two pipes, one of
which will fill it in two: hours, and the
vther in 3 hours. It is emptied by three
pipes. the first of which will empty it in
five hours, the second in 6 hours, and the
third in seven and onc-half hours. If all
the pipes be left open, in what time will

, It be fillea?

; INQUIRER.
OLDHAN'S, Westmoreland County, Va.
The first pipe will fill one-half the cls-

tern §n one hour; the second pipe will fill
yne-third the cistern in one hour.

(1). Both pipes will fill five-sixths the
sistern In one hour.

The third pipe will empty one-fifth the
cistern in one hour: the fourth pipe will
empty one-sixth the cistern in one hour;
tne fifth pipe will empty ‘two-fifteenths
the cistern in one hour.

(2.) The third, fourth and fifth pipes
will empty fifteen-thirtieths or one half
the cistern in one hour.

All five pipes will fill (1) five-sixths
minus. onc-haif or one-third the cistern
' one hour. ' :

Answer—three hours.

L ——————
¢The Oficer’s Funeral.’

I'o the Editor of The Dispatch:

T herewith send copy  of song ‘‘The
Dfficer’s Funeral,” asked for by a corres-

ondent in your issue of the 22nd instant.
g‘hc song was quite popular some ten or
fifteen years prior to 6, and 1 never
heard it during the Civil war; tho' it
may have been so in  some sections.
There may be some slight inaccuracies,
B8 it is written entirely from memory,
yter the lapse of all these years,

5 W. M. M,
ABINGDON, VA. e
‘THE OFFILER'S FUNERAL.)

Hark to the shrill trumpet calling,
Jt pierceth the soft summer air;

Years from cach comrade are falling,
For the widow and orphan are there.

The bayonets earthward are turning,
And the drum’'s muffled breath rolls

around;

But he hears not the voice of their mourn-
T ing i ;
Wor awakes to the bugle's sound. ’

Bleep soldier, thro* many regret three,
Who stand ‘round thy cold “bier to-day.
Boon, soon will the kindest forget thee,
And thy name from the carth pass
away.
The man thou did'st Jove as a brother,
A friend in thy place will have gained,
Thy dog will keep watch for another,
And thy steed by a stranger oe reined.

The hearte that now mourn for thee sadly
Soon joyous as ever may be—
¥hy bright orphan boy may laugh gladly
As he sits on some kind comrades
Kknee—

Uyiere is one who wild still pay the duty
Of. tears for the true and the brave,
As when first in the bloom of her

beauty,
She wept o'er the soldier's grave.

e e ————
Books Wanted,
o the Editor of the Dispatch?

Will you kindly inform a subscriber to
the weekly Dispatch where I can procure
“The Life of Stonewall Jackson,” by J.
Tsten Cooke, and also the price?

Second—Can you furnish me with the
Richmond edition of the writings and
poems of E. A. Poe, as advertised in the
Dispatch a short time ago, and at what
price? PG MY

Grottoes, Va.

1. From any Richmond bookseller. The
price we do not know.

i 2. Yes; the price is, per set, by mail,
cloth, $2.50; paper, $140.

Pljool of Liquor.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:

A good many of your readers here take
great interest in the query column. Will
you be good enough to give the origin,
meaning, etc.,, of the proof of liquor?
‘What is proof liquor? T. J.W.

Charlottesville, Va.

Proof spirit is spirit which proves itself
to have just enough alcohol in it to
be capable of firing gunpowder if the
spirit is poured on the powder and lighted.
If it contains too much water it will
dampen the powder to such a degree as
to prevent the firing. In this country
proof spirit implies half water and half
yure alcohol by measure.

Who Will Send Us Copies?
To the Editor of the Dispatch: s
Please publish the poem entitled “‘In the
Land ‘Where We Were Dreaming.” T
have tried so hard to gol it, also a poem
called (I think), "*He Fought With Jack-
son and With Lee,”" at any rate, that
was the sentiment of the poem. By so
dofng you will greatly oblige one who
has read your paper for thirty years.
» “DIXIE."”
Lexington, ‘Tex.
‘Harry Harbaugh, Author,

o the Editor of the Dispatch:

Some one asks'in your query column
svho is the author of “7hrough Death to
Life.” ' It is Harry Harbaugh.

: X,
Arithmetical Problem,
To the Editor. of. the Dispatch:

Wil you please solve the following sim-
ple problem?

How many years does it take to make
the difference betwaen saving $2 a month
and $ a menth amount to a saving of
$100? PUPIL.

The diffcrence per month is $4.
§100--$4=25 months=2 yrs, 1 mo., ans,

<

¢The Bonnie Dlue Flag.y

Yo the Editor of the Dispatch:
Please publish the song, “Bonny Blue
¥iag.” and oblige. . “POMP.”
Elliston, Va. y 2
Here it is: :
THE BONNIE BLUE FLAG.
We are 2 band of brothers and natives to
the soil
Fighting for the property we gained by
honest tofil,
And when our rights were threatened the
ory rose near and far— .
Hurrah for the bonnie blue flag that bears
a single star! %

CHORUS.
Huyrrah! Hurrah! for the bonnls - blue
flag, hurrah!
Hurrah for the bonnie blue fag that bears
a single star. .

As long as the Union was faithfol to her
trust, 4

Like friends and like brothers, kind were
we and Just, .

Bul now, when Northern treachery at-
tempte our rights to mar,: *

We hoist or high the bonnie blue flag
that bears a sinzle star,

' Chorus.

. Sale of Cpium, &c.
Yo the Editor of the Dispatch:

Can a druggist sell morphine, opfum,
3nd laudanum except on a rphysician’s
Yrescription? '

-2 Can these drugs be s0ld by dealers
 Jp general merchandise without violation
S oiaw? : J. B

“ Ruckersville, Va.
~ 1. Yes, if upon due Inguiry it be found
. /hat the purchaser is aware of the pol-
i+ sonous nature of the drug and represents
o ihat it 1s to be used for a legitimate pur-

»oge, and the phial s properly-labelled.
”

SN

Wes: Tt only in m'!w!-:nl vacknges !

'S‘.’]GG paid in

oo §

with the label of the wholesals dqggisl
from whom the article is purchased on
each package. Such dealers are ngg al-
lowed to dispenss poisonous drugs of any
kind, except in original packages. %

Scttlement of a lnulnell.:‘.
To the, Editor of the Dispatch: 5

Please answer in your Query column
the following question:

After the death of a partner in a mer-
cantile firm, how long a time {s allowed
the surviving partner or partners td:set-
tle up the business? g

2. Ir case the deceased owned”® the
building. can the estate force the:sur-
viving partners out of the bullding! be-
fore the iIndebtedness is pald in full,
lcaving the stock of goods to be dﬁr}dad,
or disposed of at a sacrifice? C. Al J..

Newport, Giles county, Va. :

1. A reasonable time; what fs a_rea-
gonable time to be determined by _reter-
ence to all the circumstances, and cqnstd-
ering the complexity and character ,gt the
business of the firm. The death.of a
partner ipso facto dissolves the partner-
ship, - but survivors have aulhor!}? to
wind up the business. FE

2 The circumstance that the 'store-

house in which the business was®’con- i

ducted was owned by one of the'part-
ners of itself gives the survivors nq right
to the possession for any length of:time.
In the absence of express contract, this
question must be determined by the law
governing landlord and {enant.

+
Removal of Taxes.

To the Editor of the Dispatch: !
I have been taking your paper for many
years. Please answer my first question.
An old Confederate woman, having‘ been
deprived of her land for a long 'time,
the taxes thercon have accumulalf] .d to
8o much .she can’t pay them. C n or
wil] the Legislature remove or cancel the
taxes, if she gives a sausfactory_ _a;sta.te-
ent and explanation? :
% 5 " OLD SOLDIER.
Jetersville. =
No. The Constitution expressly forbids
the l.egislature to do any such thh}g.
I 5

Seitlement by Note.

To the Editor of the Dispatch: <

Please work the following example and
have printed in the Query column.:

Taylor's Store, Va. B.

A merchant owed a wholesale house in
1887 as follows: $350. due January, 18th,
§745, due February 15th; $895, due March
11th; $176, due March 17th. He settled the
account February 1st, giving a  four-
months’ note. What was the face of the
note, money being worth 6 per cent?

Starting with §350 due January 18th:

$350 X 0=10

746 X 28 = 20860

895 X 52 = 46640 2
176 X 58 = 10204 “a

2166

TT604(35.8

6408

12620

10830
17904
17328

G

576
36 days or February 234
will settle whole bill. A note of four
months from February 1, $2166 -3- 1.003 2-2
= %2158.08701, which {8 the face of the
note Gated February 1st, and payadble in
four muiths with interest at 6 pericent.
- ‘

Pronnncinﬂo:l of Cocaine.

What is the proper pronunciation of
the narcotic cocaine? and (2) from what
is it obtained? QUERIST.

1. Ko-ka-in, tnree syllables, the o long.
the a as in ask, the i as in ill, the ac-
cent on the first syllable.

2. Frcm the leaves of the coca.

4
Law As To 'l"revnpnss of Stock.

To the Editor of the Dispatch:

Please publish in your Query column
what the law is in regard to the trespass
of one man's stock upon another’s pre-
mises—What are the penalties, how should
they be collected?

Hugh, Va. A SUBSCRIBER.

Look at section 2,042 of the Code of
1887, as amended in 1897 and 1898, page 524.
The whole law and the provisions for en-
forcing it are-there made very plain. If
vou have, or can find, Pollard’s Supple-
ment to the Code, look at page 230,

+ 3
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A Physician’s Obligations.

To the Editor of the Dispatch: €

Please answer the following questions
through your Query column and oblige,
a subscriber.

1. Is there any law in this or any other
State in the Unfon to compel a doctor to
tisit a patient if he does nc® wish to?

2. Can a "doctor practice medicine in
West Virginia without a license?

3. Is there a dental school in  West
Virginia; if sq, where? H. W. F.

Kimballton, Va. SEE

1. No. A physician is a free agent.

2. No; and he has to stand an examina-
tion bhefore the State Medical EXamin-
ing Board and get its certificate _before
he can get his license. N

3. We do not know of any.

et o

4 !
Notice to Correspondenta.

No notice will he taken of anonymous
communications.

In answering queries, our first atten-
tion will -be given to the letters of those
correspondents who ask but one question
each.

We cannot publish copyright sonigs and
poems without permission of the owner ot
the copyright. 5

This column is not an advertising me-
dium. No query will reccive attention,
the answer to which will necessitage the
advertising of @ny person’s business or
wares. Nor will we permit any queries
to be published, which contain dttacks,
either openly or disguised. upon afiy one.

Nor will any attention be given to long
“strings" of questions. Every- week num-
bers of correspondents ignore this rule
of ours, and afterwards wonder why thelr
queries are not answered.

Many queries are not answered because
similar ones have been recently answered.

We are overwhelmed with queries as to
the addresses of millionaire philatithrop-
ists, and cannot undertake to @nswer
them. i 3

We cannot undertake to ascertain the
value of old books, coins, or notés.” For
that informatjon write to some depder in
them. e

We cannot undertake to answer queries
by mail{ we can only answer;cthem
through this column. 0 &

We are frequently called upon to re-
publish poems and songs, but we wil.
not undertake to do so0, except where the
production callied for has some histcrical
or peculiar literary merit, and is not o:
easy access to the average reader.

Address Query Editor, Dispatch Office
Richmend, Va. or

N. B.—We do not read unsigned letters.

A SHOOTING IN FLOYDS

éShin’? Aldermnn Badly Pupished
For Being Drank and lsorderly.
FLOYD, VA., Jan, a—(SpeclaI.)-?urlng
Christmas there was a: party at. AMre
Martha J. Akers, in Alum Ridge Bfstric:
of "this county. Among those In atten:
dance wers: *'Shin” ‘Alderman and Fran!
‘Walker. Alderman was drinking and be-
<ame, nolsy and troublesome, whereupo:-

Mrs. Akers requested - ‘Walker to get him

ta leave Tnller wont out of donre

: LED sl
S
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Jhis
Means at

Something vitally out of the common.
questionable savings to every patron of
We pledge a “ BARGAIN REIGN *’

Its signi’ﬁcance is “money in’—un-
this store. =~
until the end of this sale.

Great Sacrifice of

Every Suit must be =old before taking inventory—all garments marked down regardless of co.st;
These Suits are all the latest of this season’s conceptions, and many advanceq styles for spring

wear,

BUY NOW—IT WILL MEAN A SAVING OF 33/ PER CENT. TO 50 PER CENT,

Suits and Coats.
Great JSlaughter Jals of JSuits. Coats, and Furs.

Elegant Broadcloth Suits, blouse jacket, postillion bapk,
shoulder capes, seven-gored flare skirt over nice drop skirt,
entire suit trimmed with peau de soie—$33

Suits reduced to ...... ..

Broadcloth and Thibet Cloth Suits, in dress and walking
lengths, jackets made in Norfolk and slot-seam jacket, taf-
and
match jacket,$22.50 and $20 Suits reduced to

Walking Suits, snowflake and covert material, nobby loose
Norfolk jackets, taffeta lined, pretty tucked
and flared skirts, $17.50 and $135 Suits reduc-

feta lined, skirts tucked

editoift on antimn e

Coats.

42-inch or three-quarter length Coats,
fitted backs, Black, Castor, and Tan, regardless of cost, as

sizes are broken.

$15.00 and $12.50 Coats reduced to......ecov .. ..$5.00
$30.00 and $20.00 Coats reduced to
Raglans, both loose and fitted backs, at cost.
Raglans,
back, with strap, $25.00 Coats, now ....... _
$20.00 Cravenette Coats reduced t0,.vvveee oo...515.00
$12.50 Rain-Proof Coats now...... .......... ..310.00
$10.00 Rain-Proof Coats now........ .v.vvn.....$7.50
S15.0c Monte Carlo and Box Coats now..........$10.00
$12.50 and $10.00 Monte Carlo Coats now.........$7.50
$7.50 Monte Carlo Coats now...... '
19-inch Coats, in Tan, Castor, and Black,
S6lacivaluefors i o o v

Our entire stock of Handsome Persian Lamb and Seal
All this season’s goods, select skins,

Hard-finished Covert

Coats at a sacrifice.
fully guaranteed.

st e e e

Persian and Seal Coats, Mink and Marten
trimmed, $75.00 Coats, now........ .$50° 00
$60.00 and $50.00 Coats reduced to.... .........$40.00

$40:008Coatsireduced itoiiiny. s Sil S il 63000
$30:00:Coatsireduceditor o saeii L0l i ©56,00

anGﬂWﬂ1IllﬂI!IlHHIEIEBE-IIliII-llIIII-llIlllIII.IIIIlI-ll-IIlIIIllI.-l'-n-............-......................i.........-.....
T e o oS g e = ;

.. Suits and Jackets.

$25.00

e e e

strapped to

$15.00
$10.00

fitted and semi-

e S 8 T0.00

plaited

$20.00

el oo $5.00

$3.98

where Alderman was. Several pistol shots
~vere heard. Soon afterwards Yalker
:ame back in the house and reported to
Mrs. Akers that he had shot Alderman a
couple of times, and that he reckoned
1e would now leave.

Upon Investigation it was found that
\lderman had been shot in the leg and
in the mouth. The shot in the mouth
:nocked out two front teeth, passed
:hrough the tongue lengthwise and lodg-
¢d in the back of the neck just below tue
Jsase of the brain. It is said Alderman
+as advancing on Walker when he shot.
Walker has not been arrested, and it is
creported that he has lert the county.

S'UTH BOSTON SCHOOL MATTERS.

o
U.

H. Friend Chosen Principal—Q0b-
servances of Lee’s Birthday—Mis-
cellany.

SOUTH BOSTON, VA., January
‘Special.)—At a meeting of the Board of
School of Trustees, of this town, Mr. C.
d. Friend, of Charlotte county, formerly
issistant  principal of Staunton high
school, was chosen principal of the graded
school of South Boston, vice E. Bruce Bu-
Jord, resigned. Mrs. H. J. Ingram, Jr.,
was selected as teacher, vice Miss Mamie
Fry. There was a considerable stir in
scheol circles in December, and owing to
the trustees not sustaining the teachers
properly, as they thought, resignations
followed. Mr. Buford has returned to
Roanoke city.

A few days ago there was a meeting of
=x-Confederate soldiers®to take ‘some ac-
tjon in regard to celebrating the birth
of General R. E. Lee, on the 19th. With
one acord it was agreed to observe the
occasion. All the necessary committees
were appointed. Captain C. M. Black-
‘ord, of Lynchburg, will be invited as the
orincipal speaker. Vigorous efforts will
be made to raise the necessary funds to
rect a monument in South Boston to
the memory of those who served irom
1861 to 1863. All of ‘the adjoining counties
have shafts, and the fact that Halifax

o
3.—

1as none.is somewhat mystifying to those.

yho wore the gray.

The doctors report quite a number of
»ases of typhoid fever. Mr. Coles Sprag-
ns, a wholesale dry goods merchant,
has been ill with it for five weeks. His
‘ondition is slightly improving. Dr. A.
limberlake, who, for a number of years

was among the most prominent physi-
cians of the county, is almost totally
blind, . while his general health is ex-
cellent.

The Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges
here are reported to be in a most flour-
ishing condition, while the Junior Order
pf American Mechanics are not complain-
ing.

Mr. Varner, who has been secretary and
general manager of the Young Men’s
Christian Association, has resigned his
position. It is not known who his suc-
cessor will be. The officers of the asso-
ciation will endeavor to get a man of
experience and tact.

Mr. R. M. C. Glenn, of New York, man-
ager of the leaf department of the Amer-
ican Cigar Company, has been ‘spending
the holidays with his family. He will
move his family to New York next week.

VENEZUELA AND HER PEOPLE.

A Country With Great Resources
And Interesting Population.
(Boston Transcript.)

It is significant that the capital, Cara-
cas, eight miles from La Guayra as the

“kird flies, occupies the crater of an old

volcano. The people are as eruptive as
the land they inhabit. With the racial
egotism goes self-assertiveness easily ex-
cited, easily allayed. The Venezuelan
is just now “blowing 'his head off'’—or
rather having it done for him. Occupa-
tion- has been found for the crowds of
idle men and! boys who loaf in Caracae
streets, always well dressed, well groom-
ed and with no visible susceptibility to-
ward-a job. A gay place Caracas is, a
miniature Paris, though Parisians make
wry faces at it. A town it is where
everybody wears diamonds, even if the
skirt is ragged; where champagne is used
“to put out fires” and “bank notes to
kindle them;” where debtors are far
wiser than their creditors.

The people are singularly alive to the !

dramatic, the artistic. The towns teem
with verrifiers who fill half the columns
of provincial newspapers with classical
effusions. Painters there are, too, strong
men in  landscape and religious art.
Grand opera from- Europe draws im-
mense audiences; and by night, when
nothing is on at the opera house, ladies

Baby Mine

Every mother feels a
great dread of the pain
and danger attendant upop
the most critical periud
of her life. Becoming

s mother should be & soures of joy te-all, but the suffering and
danger incident to the ordeal makes its anticipation one of misery.
Motaer's Friend is the only remedy which relieves women of the great
pain and danger of maternity; this hour which is dreaded as woman’s
severest trial is not only made painless, but all the danger is avoided
by its use. Those who use this remedy are no longer despondent or
gloomy; nervousness, nausea and other distressing conditions are

overcome, the system is made ready

for the coming event, and the

serious accidents so common to the critical

hour are obviated by the use of Mother’s
Friend. ‘It is worth its weight in gold,”’

~ says many who.have used it. $1.00 per
ttle at drug stores. Book conta’ .iug

valuable information of interest to all woinen, will |
. be sent to any address free upon application to rplcnd
: REGULATOR 00., Atlanta, @a~ R R RGARNA

Molher’s

Coats (Continued).

Astrachan Cépes, genuine fur, no plates, perfectly matched
skins, Skinner satin lined, length 24 inches to 30 inches, at

special figures.
$20.00 Capes NOW...covee o

$25.00 Capes 1OW. .oy veenens aonssne e 92000

$20.00 Capes now........ -.

See our line of Handsome Velour and Silk Coats, as these

prices will be of interest to you:

Full-length Peau de Soie Coats,white satin

lace trimmed, $30.00 $3O OO
5 L J

lined and interlined,
value, now

...... ee v e e e

Handsome Velour Coats, beautifully trim-

med, former prices $40.00, now.
- Silk and Velour Coats, white
$30.00 Coats, now........ ....

Misses’ Peau de Soie Coats, trimmed in fancy white and
black silk braid, lined with white quilted satin,
$15.00 Coats. reduced to .. ....vennn

e $25.00

et e BTS00

$25.00

e s se e oo

Basement

buyers can save big money and secura
- great bargains by buyicg here befora
we take inventory.
cers, worth 1oc., for, pair

worth 72c. dozen, for, each

Plates, worth 73c. dozen, for, 5
each.: C

cers,
match, worth $1.75 dozen, for,
pair
slmblers, worth' 48¢c. dozen, for, 2
cers, ‘‘new patterns,”” worth $1

dozen, for, each.

1GC., I7C.,
each

worth 19 and 25¢c., to close out,
each

Bargains.

Do you appreciate a bargain? Shrewd

N

Fine White China Cups and Sau- 5c

¢

White China Breakfast and Dinner

Fine White China Soup Plates,

Fine German China Cups and Sau-
t:Blne decorativn,”” plates to

9c

Several barrels of Fine Flint Glass

h c

Fine Imitation Cut-Glass Fruit Sau-

4c

150 Fine Glass Pitchers, sold a:

teen saee

Imitation Cut-Glass Fruit Bowls,

> 12¢

satin lined,

$20.00

$10.00

”

January Mark-Down Odd Price Jale
Knit Underwear.

Ladies’ $1.00 White Wool Vests and -Pants, this

LADIES’ AND
CHILDREN’S

sale...

s 8 e 00 s e e300 s eec e o

Ladies’ 79¢c. Gray Ribbed Union' Suits, this sale......50c

Ladies’ 59c.
thissale........
Ladies’ Extra Heavy
cach i rrdist o
Ladies’ Fine Medicated Vests
value, at this sale

quality Ribbed
Ribbed

Pants, at this sale, each

Children’s Fine White Wool Mixed-Vcsts and 22

Ladies’ Fine 37 1-2c. Ribbed Vests and Pants

this sale

..... * s e e e

Children’s $1.00 White, aiso Gray Wool Ribbed

Un on Suits, at this sale, suit

Children’s s0c. Fine Wool

L eseeces s

at this‘sale, . i

89c¢

e s s st se s s veoe

Vests.and Pants,

"s s s ssee sevsae

45c
Vests and Pants, 22C

and Pants, a $1.00 69C

e v e e eee

i 25¢
. 85¢
Vrappers, all sizes, 3 3 C

tT eV we e

of high standing organize little street
dances with guitar music. A gay,
thoughtless population it is.

This, of course, is the urban Venezue-
lan. In the hinterland the great mass of
population lives without working, too
easily, fed by wonderful nature. Most of
them have more or less Indian blood; in
some districts pure Indians may still be
found. The aborigines are simple-minded
folk whose needs do not make them good
buyers of textiles, since a blue loin cloth
ordinarily serves for the whole rig.

The Spanish-speaking population has
been in Venezuela a long time—in fact,
about 400 years—long enough to have
built up a great empire. But Burke's
aphorism regarding “little minds and
great empires’ holds good to an eminent
degree of Venezuela. Not means, but men,
have been wanting. The country has ex-
tent sufficient for an empire. It counts
nearly 600,600 square miles—more than
France, Holland and Germany combined.
It is ten times the size of New York
State. And in variety of soil and climate
it has marked advantages. Of the twen-
ty-three. States, every one is said to con-
tain mountains. Back from the coast the
mountain rapge crops away to the broad
llanos of ths Orinoco, a plain of incredi-
ble ricaness. <

The land of Venezuela, taken as a
whole, may be classed as either agricul-
tural, pastoral or sylvan, each division
showing almost boundless and untouched
poseibilities. In the fertile mountain val-
leys grow every crop known to man. Vast
forests of wmahogany and cedar have
scarcely been disturbed. The mineral
wealth has long since excited tne cupidity |
of the Briton, giving rise to the boundary
dispute of 2 few years ago. The gold
diggings in Yaruvarri yielded 42,315 ounces
in 1839. Sijver is abundant in Bermudez, |
Lara and Anidos. Sulphur, coal, asphalt, |
lead, kaolin and tin are found. Great |
iron mines have been opened by an!
American company at Imatica, on the
lower Orinoco. The pearl f[isheries at
the island of Margarita employ 400 boats
and still show no signs of exhaustion.
The grazing country now supports 10,000,-
000 head of cattle, and could easily sup-
port more.

In all that concerns the necessities of
life the Venezuelans have shown them-
selves exceedingly lax. Prices in all the
cities run higher than anywhere else in
the world, outside of mining camps. The
only cheap thing in Caracas is the vio-
let; you can buy an armful for twenty
cents. Americarn sugar cpsts 3¢ cents a
pound, flour, $12 a sack; eggs, 50 cents a
dozen; butter, 75 cents a pound; coal, $24
a ton. - : - s

Everything else corresponds. No effi-
clent - street-car service in the cities;
hence one .mvist take a cab. Charges on
the railroads are extraordinary. First-
class passengers pay from 8 to 10 cents,
second-class ‘from 5 to.- 7 cents per mile.
Merchants  groan constantly regarding
freight charges. It costs more to get a
ton of coffee to the snip’s side from a
town of 10 to 15 miles back than to send
it to England. It is less expensive to
ship freight from Chicago to New York
than from Caracas to La Guayra, 60
miles by rajl. The freight rate on the
German Central railroad—the source of
present difficulties—is 30 cents a ton per
mile, as against-1 cent a ton per mile
on many American roads. No manufac-
turing indu_str!es' have been developed
anywhere in the country. Even the
coarse  sacking- in - which agricultural
products are wrapped has to be import-
ed. Tn such' conditions commerce natur-.

‘Tha 730 miles - of irail-
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: there was a scarcity of corn and cattle

Jacrifice of Odds and &Snds

Muslin....

in

Underwear.

Gowns, JSkirts, and Pants,

$5.98 for $4.48
$5.00 for $3.98
$3.50 for $2.98
$2.25 for $1.75
$1.98 for $1.50
31.50 for $1.00
$1.00 for 50c.

Jhirty Diffarent Styles
Corsst Covers

B

NOW ON SALE AT GREATLY RE-

DUCED RATES.

One Lot Jilk Jkirts,
ALL COLORS.
$10.00 for §7.48
$8.48 for $6 48
$6.48 for $s5.00

$5.00 for $3.98
Wash Skirts, in colors, 50, 75¢., and

$1.00.

road belongs altogether to the foreigner.

American capital has not yet been di-
verted to Venezuela in any copious
stream, Yet, though North Americans
have never been profitable accesslons to
Venezuela’s population, they have al-
ways been regarded as models for emula-
tion. However we may or may not flatter
ourselves while looking at the imitation,
there can be no doubt of the intended
flattery. George Washington and Grover
Cleveland rank with Bolivar as patron
saints of Venezuela. In all manner of
ways we have been copled, though hard-
ly followed. The very name Los Es-
tados Unidos de Venezuela tries to
translate us. The Venezuelan constitu-
tion has been modeled upon ours. Tne
President is inauyurated on March 4 and
lives in a “Yellow House.” He enjoys the
same length of term as our President—
when he has the luck. The chief differ-
ence appears to be that the office of ex-
President is far more lucrative for the
Venezuelan than for the Yankee. The
Venezuelan “former’” President
lives in Paris upon an income derived
from $20,000,000. Where did he get it?2
That is the mystery surrounding every
apparently opulent native of Castro’s

country.
> -

MEAT SHOULD BE LOWER,

Assistant Secretary Bingham ZSays
Present Charges Are Unwarranted.

(Baltimore american.)

‘“Publjc indignation has been thoroughly
aroused by the unwarranted prices charg-
ed at this time for meat,” said Assistant
Secretary of Agriculture Bingham. “When

ruled at high prices, there was some ex-
cuse’ for ‘the price demanded for meat,
but now the price of cattle has been
greatly reduced, and there s no good
reason why tue price of meat should not
be correspondingly reduced.

‘“The small supply of cattle at Chicago
last summer Sent prices up until they
reached the highest figures of the year—
prices' higher than had before been reach-
ed in twenty years. Last month the glut
in the cattle market at Chicago caused
prices to recede to the lowest recently
reached, and cattle were sold for $4.75 to
$5.25 in the month of December that would
have brought 38.25 to $3.7 at the highest
time of the year. FET

“In view of the fact that the reports in-
dicate a large supply of cattle on hand
in Chicago and other markets, apa that
the whalesale price of cattie has been
reduced very greatly, and, also, that lhe{
large packers of Chicago have reduced |
the price, it seems to me a corresponding.
reductjon should be shown in the retail
trade.

*If the.people will awaken to the situa-
tion and assert their rights now that. there
is plenty of corn ‘and 'no vulid excuse
for fancy prices,. rellef will, I believe,
promptly foliow." 4

HOSPITALITY IN OLD VIRGINIA.

Kceplﬁs Up With a Guest Gastroni-
cally.

*“The lengths to which hospitality went
in the old days in Virginia are hardly ap-
preciated by the people of to-day,” re-
marked by A. J. Bibb, formerly of Rca-
noke, to friends at the New Willard.
‘T was_reared In'the strict school of
Inherited customs and: traditfanal observ-
ances, and woe to me if I departed one

% from the terehi=ae of v wonlarss

*

{r o

One point had been particularly impressad
upon my youthful mind. to-wit: That
when a guest was at the table as long as
he showed a disposition to eat it was im-
polite not to keep him company. That is
to. say, it was a. flagrant breach of man-
ners not to go right along with him and
devour food up to the time that he, too,
was willing to quit.

“Well do I remember how I suffersd in
such a.cause. A kinsman of my famlily
rode one day across country to our homs,
a distance of some thirty miles, and ar-
rived at the farm-house just zs we wers
about sitting down to dinner. The long
horseback ride in a bracing atmosphers
had whetted his appetite to an edge of
preternatural Kkeenness. The table was
well supplied with every substantial dish,
but the way the viands ‘disappeared be- .
fore this cousin wzs something astonish-
ing.

“Every member of the household tried
to Lear him company to the end, but in
vain. He ate every blessed one of them
to .a standtsill but myself. It seemed to
my immature mentality that fate had se-
lected me to uphold the honor of the fam-
fly, and I ate away long after my appe-
tite had been surfelted.

‘“Finally, after pyramids of hot bhiscuit,
accompaniad by fried chicken and vege-
tables galore, had been demolished, sev-
eral big old-fashioned apple pies wera
orought in. These the kinsman attacked
as though he had eaten nothing before-
hand, and I with grim determination pro-
ceeded along the same route. The rest had
given up the contest, and seemed absorbed
in watch the gastronomic duel. My
hearty opponent devoured four big siices
of ple and started on a fifth one. I real-
ized that four pleces were my limit. [
had to surrender, but had the satisfaction
of knowing that I had made a superb eof-
fort in the cause of hospitality. That
night it looked as though they would have
to send for the doctor to attend me, and
my own belief was that medical talent
would not preserve my life. I pulled
through, however, and never after that
did I enter an eating match purely for

the sake of politeness.'—Washington
Post.
Bishop Schereschewsky’s Great

Work.
(Japan Weekly Mail)

One of the most hercoic figures of tha
present day world is a man whose very
name is known to few, and whose lifs ¥
familiar to even fewer. He lives in &
small hired house in the city of Tokio.
His name is Samuel I. J. Schereschewsky.
For six years he was a missionary bishop
of Shanghal. Nineteen years ago, ilinesv,
contracted largely through his work, ren-
dered him almost helpless. Refusing to
be a burden to the mission, he resigned
his see. But he refused to consider that
his working days were over.

With his paralyzed body he could no
longer go ahout the work of evangaiiza-
tion, but he could at least sit in a chair
and work for China by transiating the
entire Bible into easy YWenii. so that mora
of the common people might read It®
mesgsage. This he has been doing for
many years, working with such restless
enargy. in his struggle against paln and
helplessness, that he has Kept two secre-
taries busy. He wrote hisg translation of
the entire Bible In Roman characters
upon & typewriter, though he cogld use
only one finrer of each hand, and needti!
elght yeirs ©.0 complete the task. He h's
worked ;under conditions”  that put to
shame many of us who apegk or think of
the great deeds we might do if our ctr




