Bpeaking of her recent mnovel, A
Speckled Bird,” Augusta Evans Wilson
ays:

*“The Incldents connected with it, which
have given me most pleasure, are its men
tion on two accasions from the pulpit, and
its belng deemed worthy a place in Sun-
day schoel librarjes.”

It was alsv quoted by an Alahama judge
in his charge to a grand jury; has already
been reprinted in England and Canada;
while the Amerlcan edition of 100,000 cop-
{es, gives the publisher’s estimate of the
suthor’'s popularity.

During the sixtcen years’ silence which
preceded it, Mrs. Wilson was frequently
rrged to re-enter the literary field, de-
slining an application for a serial story
8t her own price, and an offer of $25,000
for permission to bring her bock out in
paper-back form.

At the most productive period, honever
she was never a prolific writer; and with
her initial effort, published at 15, and her
latest at 67, has only written eight books.

Tnlike the proverbial authoress, she is
w careful, systematic housekecper; with a
oonscientious realization of the claims

:
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The Above Cut Is from a FPhotograph of Mrs. Wilson, Tni:en in the
Library of Her Home in Mobile.

upon her as the head of a household, and
member of a community, and her literary
work has always been made subservient
to these.

8he is also a delicate woman. and like
Grace Greenwood (who asserts Lhat she
has “rehearsed the death agony for more
than thirty years), is a martyr to hay
fever. with all of its distressing conco-
mitants.

After her husband's deatn, in 1891, she
abandoned her beautiful country home
near Mobile, where twenty-three yvears of
ideally happy married life were passed,
and, with an unmarried brotner as com-
panlon, has since lived in town. Two
colored servants of the old type’ serve
her with affectionate faithfulness, assist-
ing her in the care of her green houses,
with thelr wealth of plants.

“SHIL" she says, ‘“city life coesn’t suit
me, and I pine for my waving grain
flelds, pastures of cattle, fiogks of milk-
white poultry, and all the rest =f the coun-
try interests and pleasures.”

The authoress was born in Columbus,

at home by her mother, who made &
companion of her, reading alocud to her
and thus rapidly developing a mind of
unusual natural strength.

Goldsmith sald of Dr. Johnson that if
he were to write a fable about little fish,
he would make them talk like whales;
&nd the books in the old library to which
che had access during the plastic period,
being-of this ponderous, bombastic type,”
influenced her own: style, brandeu by the
critics as “stilted, pedantic and obsolets,”’

When she was 10 yvears old her parents
removed - to San Antonio, Tex., the head-
quarters, during the Mexican war, of the
troops sent to assist General T:ylor: The
exciting incidents of the period, the bril-
and martial music, to-
gether with the romantic scenery which
surrounds  the town, strongly impressed
her, inspiring ‘“Inez, A Tale of the Ala-
mo.” It was orought out by Harper, the
author receiving a royvalty of iC per cent.
on all copies sold. The returns from. it
were discouraging, however, and four
years later, when '‘Beulah,” was written,
Aiss' Evans carried the manuscript to

New York, that she might personally
negotiate its sale.
She told Mr. verby, to whor: she offer.

ed it, that her first bock had heen unsuc-
cessful, and that the one under consider-
etion nad been refused by App:eton; and,
pleased with her frankness, e promised
to submit it to his wife and daughters.
It was read aloud in the fawmily circle,
and the verdict in its favor being unani-
mous, Derby & Jackson at once arranged
for its publication. It sold rapidly. run-
ning through edition after edition, and
from its appearance dates a literary ca-
reer of unusual financial success, Mrs.
Wilson's reccipts in royaities being con-
siderably over $100,000.

During the civil war Mr. Derby heard
occasionally from her through the lines,
and in 1863 she sent him, by a blockade
runner, a copy of ‘Macaria.’  printed:
upon coairse brown paper, and published
by West & Johnsen, of Ricnmend, Va.
It was ‘“‘entered according to the Confed-
erate States of America,” and ‘‘dedicated
to the brave soldiers of thg Southern
army.”

Of it, Mrs. Wilson says: “It faithfully
reflects life at the South during the {on-
federacy. Much of it was written at dight
and in a hespital at Camp Beulah, pear
Motile, I jotting it down with g pencil’as
I sat by the cots of sick soldiers, and my
heart throbbed in c¢very one of its pages,
coarse and yellow though they were."” -

It was immensely popular in the army,
and during the retreat from Chattanooga
to Atlanta, saved the life of a Sputhern.
soldier. Called suddenly ipnto battlg
while reading it, he thrust the volume into
his breast pocket, a bullet, which, unar-
rested, would have entered his heart, be-
ing afterwards found buried in its leaves,

Many of the Confedgratie copies of “Ma-
caria’ were destroyed by order of a Fed-
eral general stationed in Kentucky. When
the bock reached Mr. Derby's hands, he
arranged with Lippincott for ats puhUca-
tion; and it was advertised as in press,
when it was discovered that a New York
firm had an edition almost ready to put
upon the market. No provision had been
made for copyright, rebels not being en-:
titled to such emoluments, and being apr’
prised of the situation, Lippincott inveigh.
ed against such Injustice. The result’ was:
that, upon his generously  withdrawing
his edition, the New York pubijsher prom-
ised to pay Derby & Jacksop a royalty in
trust for the author on all coples =old.

In the summer of 1865, Mr. Derby was
sitting in his office one morping, when &
lady was announced. She was closely
veiled, but he recognized the vpice to be
that of Augusta Evans. She was accom-
panied .by her. brother, whp had been
wounded, &#nfl with '(he- assurance - that

['his wife was an excellent nurse, the good |

publisher insisted that both should go. at
once to his house  He‘also ventured; to
hint that & change in the fashions since
they had last met, made additions to her
wardrobe desirable, and being informed.
that she had 1ost uerything by the war,
told her’of the large amount: subject to:
her order from' the sale of “Macarig.l”

Miss Fvans' next. ventura: ‘was: “St.
"Elmo,” the clever travesty, “St. Twelve-
mo,’’ which it elicited (in which the au-
thor endeavors to account for tne conjupc’

footed ueroine upon the supposition ‘tha
she‘ had “swallowed a dlctlo?ury' 1,

and. country ‘seats. weré named;
or, It contains a destripiiontot th
Mahal at Agra, in Indla; "
vis!ung the tomb, disco
in" its shadow,  readin
cdition of the ‘book
ror: “Vashtl,!!

Ga., In 1835, and being frail, was educated |

tion of culture and rusticity in“the barer |
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E urmture,
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Draperzes,

- Wall Papers,
 Upholsteries. E tc.

It is not 'altbgether as strangers that we = .
‘seek the patronage of the people of this city, -
because many of you have long been customers

6f our big establishment in Washington. i

. We have sunply brought the goods you
tadmlre——-the goods you have learned to have
conﬁdence in—nearer to you for your greater .

convenience and'better satxsfactxon in dealing

»The New Store’s stock includes all that’s
‘-best and ‘newest in Carpets, Rugs, Mattings,
and other Floor. Coverings, Draperies, Lace -
Curtains, Wall Papers, Upholsteries, etc. ; also,
Antique and the Arts and Crafts Furniture.

The same price advantages enjoyed by the
'\Vasnmgton pubhc will be extended pur- -
chasers at this store, and those advantacres. are
such as only a house of our great purchasmv‘

We ask of you all 2 share of your patron-
age, and hold forth every possible assurance of
: satxsfactlon.

- 808 Sast Main Sireet.

.| the. shipping -po!

son, a pron}ipent citlzen of Mobile, and
during her married life, wrote ‘“infelice,’
and “At the M_ercy of Tiberius.” ‘Lne last
which:she thinks contains her best work,
called for much criticism, on account of
an electrical phenomena (thtnihg photo-
graphy), which she introduces. Of late,
however, the - thor has received letters
from strangeic, both in . England and
America confirming the truth of the state-
ments wiuch® had: been ridiculed by her
reviewers -ag - ‘“scientifically impossible.”
Of her  literary method, Mrs. Wilson
says: “I never begin a story until it has
completely unfolded itself in my mind;
and I could write the last chapter as easi-
1y as the first. As a rule, I work slowly,
reviseing and re-revising, -and. my manu-
scripts, when sent to the publisher, are
free from erasures.”

Although che has withdrawn frémn sor
clety, she is at home every: Tuesday to
her  friends, .when -strangers, too,: are
warmly -welcomed.. Many of these bring
from distant points cheering accounts of
the good her books.are accomplishing;
and no visiter of distinction ever leaves
Mobile without having paid his respects
to the noted writer. \While n4qt a nfamber
of-any club, she is fully abr2ast of the
times, taking an Interest in all of the
fssue of the day. Together with the
better class of the women of her section,
she is opposed. to_female suffrage, ‘de-
siring no rights which have not alwaya
been the dowry of Southern womanhood.
and Is in short, a refined, cultured, unag-
gressive, womanly woman, not {n revolt
against manhood, nor against any law,
human- or -divine.

Since the publication .of her last book
she has had a severe illness, from whbich
sha: has only partially recovered, and.
whether she will continue her work, so
suceessfully .resumed, will ' depend :upon
the state of her kealth.

The letterg “which pour in upon her
from all quarters, however, together: with
tb@ phenomenal sale of her novels, con-
vince her that -the ‘public heart ls still
trve to her, and prove—were proof neces-
sary—that the principle which Insures per-
petuity of existence, eludes alike the:-dis-
secting knife of critic anu anatomist.
uILBERTA S. WHITTLR.

Florida’s Orn.ngc Crop.
(New. York Commercidl.)

An {mportant piece Of -news is caon-
tained in the Coxqm,erclal‘s dispatches

from its Tampa (Fla.) correspondent this
“e'e'k “The acreage is increasing rapid-
ly,!! he. says. “and a great many . new
grange groves are being put.gut all over
South Florida.”

Prior to ‘‘the year of the freeze" Flor-
ida’s orange crop went up. to 6,000,000
boxes a season. It fell to a few hundred
thousand, and our correspondcnt esti-
mates that this year's prodiction will
be 1,500,000.. The demand for Florida
oranges, which were the particular joy
of epicures before the California - navels
reached their present degree of perfec-
tion, still continues uninterrupted’v. and
they find a ready market at 000 ™aiCtw,
Confidence is ‘being gradually restored
in the Peninsula as. a fruit-producing
State, and no doubt much of its ancient
glory and prestige will be regained.

Our correspondent reports that the pro-

duction of grape fruit this season is.the |

largest the State has known either be-
fore or since the freeze, and that more
attention will be devoted to this popular
fruit’ hereafter.

Dr Van Dyke’u Prnver.

(Philadelphia Medical Journal)
We have heard a good story—and ome
that seems to be well authenticated—

about Rev, Henry Van Dyke, the novel-.

ist and poct, and Mr. Bok, the editor of
a well-known, popular journal in Phila-
delphia. - Tt seems that Mr. Bok wanted
to find some one to write him a prayer,
suited -for -the Christmas season, -for
pughcation in the T,adies’ Home Journal:
and,
Van Dyke, who has an enviable ljterary.
record:: The prajyer was written and
published.  and Mr. Bok remitted for it
with a check for a goodly sum. But the
author. of the prayer returned the check,
not because he was dissatisfied with the
amount, but brecause he did not wish
to e paid for saying his prayers.
Whereupon Mr. - Bok, wunot wanting to
keep. what he apparently considered to
be “another man’s conscience money,
handed it over to the Home for Crippled
Children in this city.

“Tt Is to be supnosed now that all parties

to this transaction are happy (especially .

and- .even - the
not" ‘deny.

the crippled . children).-
most confirmed skeptic will

.that that particular prayer. bore fruit.

The Incident is- highly creditable both
to Dr. Van Dyke and Mr. Bok.

z : Pink Carnatlon-.

85c. 'per dozen. Roses. cut tlowers, violets,
etc. “ Bouquets, Designs, and Cut Flowers
shipped to any point.
W, Al FA‘\{\‘(OND
No.' v7 east Broad street.

You Can’t M ake

a Stlk Purse Out

of a Sows Edl‘

Nor can vou maKe good flaur out of damaged,
.wheat. The vear 1902 will’go down {n history as the
year when the wheat crops of the world suffered by
a wet harvest. The wheat crops:of Europe and South
America, as well ag. thls country, were badly damag-
ed by excessive rains during harvest  time: Good, dry
wheat s scarce and comma.nds a premium. We have
ca.rried large atocks ot {t—have hustled to. get it and
paid the Drem!um for. it We ‘cannot ‘afford to use Shpats e

Rk lnterlor wheat, as we have the reputa.uon o! IEDUN- s o e
LOP PATEN‘!“ ﬂeur to mwtain. : St
The users of it 3re 80 I-chatomed to the dellc!oul :

“bread and: pastry ft mike-. um u would be suxcma.l

unsound

not unnaturally, he selected Dr.

3 grga; race.

‘| matter of. additional horse power.. He has

‘l'hh 1s . lll lor m.-nul m.

Peter luoh.-ql—lcv. lt-n llyder
; !ll-l'euonnl New..

MONTEREY,' VA. J’anuary u-(sw
clal.)=The people of -Pocahantas county;
through 'thejr = officials, have indicated:
some; appreciation’ of

 Kramer, a former ciﬁzen of this county.
for reparring and 'keeping up that. por--
tion of “the' Staunton and Parkersburg
‘turnpike-from the line between the coun-
ties—top of Alleghany—westward 'to Tray-;
ellers’ Repose, or. Durbin, .the point on the
Greenbrier Branch of the’ Chesapeake and
Ohjo, “which bh,!gvfair to ‘become one: of

s. for the counties lying
along the State lina,  Sinca the toll-gate
svstem was abolished in West Virginia.
“that portion ‘of the o]d 'pike’ from the
State -line to the western base of Cheat
mountain has been almost taotally neg-
lected.  Across Cheat mountain® it '‘is
said to be practically impassable, with
stones of a nalf-ton in weight lying in
the roadhed, making travel not only un-
comfortable but dangerous.

The: stops just taken by Pocahontas,
looking to the improvement of the Alle-
;ghany section, s a bid for Highland traf-
fic, and it will unquestionably have’great
weight with our: people. as well ‘as' some:
of ‘those in Pendleton, whose claim for
a better road to:Harrisonburg has been:
distregarded by the authorities- of Rock-
Ingham county. The difference in distance
for the Franklin trade is but a few miles,
with a 'down-hill grade on the ‘“home-
stretch,” which is dec!dedly in favor ‘of
Durbin. -

MANY OLD PEOPLE DYING.'

ter’'s.mortuary. list is completed: the larger

of our oldest people. Already several have
been called, the name of Mr. Peter Mi-
chael belng added to the list this weeck.
He was a very old man, honored and re-
spected. His home was in Bullpasture
mountain. and the funeral took pliace
from . McDowell Presbyterian church.

Rev. Stuart Ryder, an- octogenarian,
whose  home is near the Bath Highland
line,” is ivitically*ill, and the announce-
ment. of his death would not be a surprise
at any time s

Arother death, Lhe report of which was
somewhat belated, was that of Mr. John
Botkin, also an eastern Highland citizen
and an ex-Confederate, who had passed
the lmit of thrac-secrc ané temn.

The corceri, gotten up by local talent
and billed for Friday night, came off
as advertistd, and was a success. The
receipts -were about $46.

Will Simmons, a youth of thls neighhor-
Yood, who_was indicted for disturbing re-
ligious worsilp at Thorny. Bottom last
fall, 'was examined before Justice" LWil-
son on' Thursday. The charge was not
wel] gustained and the fine Imposed was
only $2.60 and costs.

THE HOLINESS PEOPLE s
‘‘Holi-

" Revs’ Helronimus: and Brown,
ness” leaders, are holdirng services three
miles south of Monterey, In a tenant

house, on the land of Mr. Don Suller-
betger

Rey. J. C. Johnston,. for zevcral yeart
pastor of ' the McDowell and Willlums-
ville Presbv¢erian churches, left to.day
for the new field to which he has been
called—Richmond ° church,  Greenbrier
Presbytery. Mr. Johnston's pastorats of
the two churches in eastern, Highland
has been acceptable In the fullest sense,
and our perple are grieyed at parting
with him

Miss May Slavin, after a month’s
visit to her parsmts hcre, has rcturnec to
Princeton, W. Ya,

Mlss Abbie Fleisher, of.Meadow Dale,
in this countly, is now i Stauanton, and
wihil vislt Culpener ccunty before retum-

ing. i s
THAT POINT TO POINT RACE.

Warrenton Horse Lovers Already
Preparing for'the Great Event.

WARRENTON. VA, January 24.—(Spe-

cial.)—While no formal notice has been
given of the annual point-to-point race
which will mark the close of-the hunt sea-
son, yvet even at-this-early date, it is be-
ing discussed In horse circles with nio Ht-
tle degree of interest, and the event prom.
ises to add still greater fame to the War-
renton- Hunt Club, ‘under whose * direct
controi it will be held. The necessary
qualifications for entry in this great sport-
ing.contest is rnembership in the War-
renfon. Hunt Club. No others are ad-
mitted, except farmers over whose lands
the members of the .club have ridden.
The latter class a]Jways close the day with
what fs'known as the ‘‘Farmers’ Race.”
- Itiis generally' ludicrous to ‘the extreme,
and ' yet,too, “not: without considerable
interest. It‘often happens that it intro-
! duges to the horse connoisseur a green
hunter whose promising quazlities are not
visible to any except the trained eye, and
in the event of such happening, a sale
generally follows, and at a satisfactory
price to the farmer, who, perhaps, would
not have realized s much had it not been
for this opportunity to show his horse be-
fore such-an appreciatlve and large gath-
ering.. The prizes in the hunt races are
venerally handsome silver cups to- the-
winner. in the heavy-weight and. light-
weight hunter classes. .In the farmers’’
race,’ a small entry fee is required, the
total of which goes to the winner. *Clif-
ton,” the magpificent country ‘estate of
Major- Robert "P. Barry, . will no ‘doubt
again:be the scene of this exciting and
interesting event. The 'rolling: hills and
various commanding eminences,’ from
which a fine view can always be obtained,
causes this point to be admirably  suited
for a cross-country run, The course, as
formerly, .will-be about four miles. “The
event- will not lack its social features.
Alraady numerous coaching parties are
promised. and prominent visitors in_socizl
circles from far ‘and near will be here
in larzer numbers than om any previous
oceasion’ of this character. -

On this gala occasion, which will be na
exception to the rule, the day's gayetles
will come to a clase with a brilliant ger-
man at night. . Tt Is now’ wh!snered that
in: beauty and splendor it will bé a soclal
event tha.t will: long live {n the memories
of the society-going folks. It is to be
given by two’ of Warrenton's most popur
lar society ‘leaders: Of one-it/can be sajd
that her charms do not-end as a favorite
.fn social circles, -but as an equestrienns
she has- few equals. In-the show ring
she has long since been- prominent. and
on  her great hunters, not:a few blue
ribbons have been awarded. her at the
leading shows in”the East. Mr. Charles
H." Hurkamp, ‘of Fredericksburg, -has
in training at R. W. Danfel's, near here,
several of his fine hunters, including
Hornpipe, a- blue-ribbon at many shows.
His horses will ﬂgure promlnently !rr the

._....-....-..—.- R e
m’nrcor’xln' l.atelt- i

= ‘ (New York Tribune). -
Marconl 8 ‘performance on Monday dit-
fers from that of a month ago in degree,
not in kind. He has increased the dis-
tance over which he has' sent messages.
from" 2.300 to 2.500 miles.” That. however,
as the world now. realizes. was ‘only- &

ot yet- shed any new: light on two im-
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“The indications are that when this win-|’

proportion  of the names will: be «those |-

t,” The: €x- |

cure of the most torturing, disfiguri

scalp, and blood humours, eczemas, rashes, and_iritations,
fancy to agc, with loss of hair, when all clse fails. '

c:rncmu Soap, assistcd by CUTICURA OINTMENT, for prqming: purifying,

TO BE FREED MONGAY,

4WILL ENGAGE [N FARMING.

So Says. Report in Brunswick
County—A History of the IUnfor-
tunate Aflair in Which Dr. Temple

- Lost Hil Lifes.

.

- LAWRENCEVILLE, VA, January 21.—
(Special.)—The release of the Rev. J. BE.
Roane Riddick on Monday next from
the penitentiary has awakened the keen-
est interest in the awful tragedy in which
he fisured more as 2 mad man than as 3
rationa] being, and our people, who once
knaw agd loved him as thelr spiritual ad-
viser, are wondering how he will start
life anew—avhat are his plans for the fu-
ture. At the time of his deadly assault
he was the minister in charge of the
South Brunswick Methodist circuit, and
was honored and respected. About 7
o'clock in the morning Supday, March U.
1900, he rode to the residence of Dr. Wil-
liam H. 7Temple, ‘his family physiclan,
and knocked at thq front door. The
Doctor who was still in bed, arose. open-
the door, and extended him his hand.
Instead of recelving it Mr. Riddick drew
a  pistol and fired at the Doctor as re
rétreated down -the hall; then following
tue Doctor, overtook him (n the back
yard, and shot two or three times, mortal-
1y wounding him. - ‘He ‘then rode to the
home of Dr. R. . Powell and {nformed
him of what he had done. #fter whicn he
‘went back to the parsonage, where a Ht-
tle’ while before had: left his sick wife.

Dr. Powell found ths wounded man In
a most critical condition, ‘and, though he
and other eminent physicians did what
could be done to-relieve the su!terer. he
died ona week later. ' - :

“* FO0OK HIM TO “HE WOODS.

Mr. Riddick was arrested Immediately
and brought to this place. but his crime
had aroused such feeiing that the court
officers deemed it advisable not to con-

fine him in jail. but to have him guarded |’

goméwhere unknown to 'the infuriated
triends of Dr. Temple. So the sheriff and

guards took him to the woods and me.re £

kept b.lm several nights.
GREAT EEGAL BATTLE. .
" After the excitement had somewhat
abatéd he was brought to jall and kept
until his trial at-‘the May term of the
-county court. “The trial lasted two weeks,

and was the most ‘brilliant legal battle :

ever witnessed here.- The lawyers were
evenly matched, and among the ablest
of -the State. The ‘defence p!eaded in-
sanity. The Commonwealth - contended

ring, itching; bummg

o

Mand'

hat"
never have actdd as ne
The verdict caused much: ¢

ing.
timent, and the punishment which
S0 l.nadequate ‘then, now, whm it

Towest and; worso crlm!uls ‘the St
appears terrible. His crime. wa: wialk
nis sufferings. mou tha.n m d
stand.

place for him near Rlchmana.
will farm after his uberaﬂon.

(Specfal.)—It I8 reparte
good authority that Mr. Strother
has bought the fins estate knom‘tf
*“Breitsteln,'” owned by 'the hefrs .
late General James G  Pleld,
;lto 1s understood ttut th& m'!ca :
Surveyors are am { ;
surveys in and around town. Run
it that the'.Chesapeake and.O
way. Company contempla
donsville 'an end of. a division. .
Mr. Newton “Lockwood " i
very flne span of sorrcllng‘

Miss Nellla Carpenu! b
cougins, . Misses Jnoep&lne lxui
Faulconer,
ln Madison.

that the prisoner-was sane and gullty of|
trial

a_ wilful. premeditated murder. The'
resulted {n a hung jury. nine being for &

verdict of murder of the first degree and |-

‘three for acquittal- This announcement

‘| was made Saturday morning. June ith

The Jurymen were: ardered. to their room
and told that they’ would bo kept togeth

‘the prfs




