) TIMES-DISPATCH!

SUNDAY, SEPTTEMBER

13, 1003

RICHMOND, V4,

’ T

One-hnlt hawtever boen (toldofy the
valorous hostn whn, In the lasl kentury,
kuve ascended {hn Penks of Olter. And
that, ton, despile tha tact Lhal thess heroin
pligelma, have axhiblied n degres’| of
brovery nol even surpassed by the Gld
Gunrd of Napoleon, the legiona of Crasmr,
cof the wenthor-bedlen warrlors who led
Plckett's charge nl Getlynbutg, Poarhapy
¥ou who hava cllmbed. the rock-crested
elimmit of Lhig waird Virginia mountain
will pause and modeslly ask: “Why nre
we heroes? We enn't remember Lhiat we
expended  nnything  butl  perspliration
making thn ascont of " thin rugged, hut
Inleresting, monument to the grandeur of
Nilure's work.” My explanation, though
egatlstienl, will Iniprees  you ith your
valor. DIl you pot risk your Dfe to
carvae your Inltinls or your name onoone
of those hoetling crugs? Of the thirteen
BWaridred tonrists  who have climbed | tha
Feiks Lhis Aummer—or rather ihe Peak,
for the noun ought to be singular—I, egn,
mn, the same wriler of thia eccentric
nitlele, am the only morinl who didn't
havo  suffielent | golf-respect lo out  the
leilers *nf hii imperishable name in onn
af Lhose maselve granlte boulders, Yau
don’t belleve me?  Well, g0 up the moun-

tiln meain and men for yourself. Ag. you
 wade  through the dlsearded  chicken
bones  and bread erumbs of | thouannds

of pligrims dating back Ao time Immemo-
rinl, you will gee Initials on every saitie
of you--Initiala: to the right of you anit
{nitials to the 1aft ef you; initfals In front
af you and initials hehind you: inftials
shove you and initials below you; names
earved Ip lehens ind names cnt In trees;
names hewn in slone and names lm-
brdded In benchds; names serawled wiln
pencils and names seratched In window
panes With dinmands; names daubed on
stanes - with  whitewash and  names
ameared on preciplesa with palnt—In shaort,
poumes and Inltals in erags and croevices
and holes and crannics and’ doors ani
windows and treed and  henches  and
stones and boulders and erngs and chalrs
and palla and fencea nnd everywhere—
yes, everywhere. | History orecords tho
memory of bt one frall maortal who ever
made thix taseinating {rip without leaving
balind gome reminder of s patronymle,
I am that frall mortal.

The tourlst who visits the little housc
al Stratford-on-Aven, where Bhakespoare
wan born, la first of all impressed by

in

(ho dazzling slght of thousands of names
and Initinls which vigliors have written In
and abotiL the quaint’old structure. But
{his nggregatlon of monogramas, |etters
and appeliatives sinka into’ hopelasa, help.
jess puling Insigniticance when compared
(n the puperb outlay #pread. before the
oyn an the Ponkas of Otter, What |8 o
houseful of initinls compared to a half
mountainful? | For ba |t suld that the
myrlnd host of lelterd in frothing over
the wimmit of the Peak ltself and ghnd.
unlly pushing lta. way down Lhes mdtn.
(ninside and nto the prchard-tufted val.
ley below, Boma of the {rrepressibles,
whn would fafn perpetunte their memn-
Hes with pockel-knifo, chisel or brush,
huvn  rigked thelr vory Hves to nacoom-
pllsh thelr enda. Mark thasa inltials
which stand owl a foot high on yaon AW, il
Iedgn, Bome poor dolt ventured his neck
to put them there, Noto Lthatl monagram
now entwined in hearded llchens, Homa
glddy glrl, supported hy friends befilnd
her, faced the danger of destructlon o
pnahrine it in the everlasting mosaed of
that crng. (o farther on and read the
slory of the next name. Tt {a the hand-
mnrk of some prudeni matron, Bhe did
not rlsk much—only ¥

a jolt—hut, he the hazard what it might,
she had to leave hehind momn soivenir
af her visit  for prospeciive pllgrima.
vanilas vanitatium! s 1t any wander
Thackeray WAS lconoelagtie and  that
Shnkespeare eald '"What fools thesa mor-

talg he?''
.

Tut tar be 1t from me to humlliate the
Peaks of Otter, It |s the other folkwy who
have done It. T hnve drunk mint luleps
in the presence of preachers, and T have
avan told mothers that their bables wers
not prelty, but may the goblins gel ma if
I over Bay & word to ballttle thoat noblo
ple that rubs [ts stony cheelts agalnst
the rising sun And caleher the first falllhg
\enrs of the skles above. Every inch of
the sublime apectacle thrilled ‘me, from
the elfen hollows of the mountain's mys-
{le hase to the Brobdingnagian rocks that
erown ita cloud-velled summit.  Verlly,
the sublime spectacle awed me Intn keep-
ing my moulh shut—a paycholngical state
far more wonderful than that of refrain-
ing from carving my initlals. Qn reach-
Ing the last colosen] stone of the mighty

pyramid which forms the apex of’the

the responsibility o’

mitanie heap, one feels that he has at-
talned the uimost heights of the world—
the ultima Thile of this planet—or what
tha Commander-in-Chlef, who accompa-
nled me en my pligrimage, designoted ns
the Jumpin' oft place of creation.”

As n cold-hipoded, stntlstien) propoed-
tlon, the Peaks of Otter s not the high-
est point In Virginia. Even the Flat Top
Mountaln, neross the valley, lg loftler.
The Peaks |8 only 3,876 feel above the sen
lével and 2,&% feal above the valley, while
Tlat Top I 4,001 feet ahove the sea level
For years past 1 have been mesting Vir-
gininhe whe almoat foamed at the mouth
with Indlgnation When one ventured the
nsmortion that other mountalns fn  this
Ftate surpassed the Peaks In height, but
uven the most Inaistont have now) thrown
up the sporige. Elllott's Knob, on North
Mountaln, in Augusta county, lends the
1ial with an altitude of 4473 feet above
the sea level, while Bald Knoh (Mountaln
Lake), In Gller, lopes proudly hehind with
a recard of 4,345 feat, But what pre thess
mera bimpy on the cheek of nature com-
pared to the appalling wart whieh looms
up above tho green Bedford hille llke
uwome relic ‘of mythologleal doys, Other
mountalns may rise heavenward and may
erumble with the mulations of centurles,
but the Penks will always ba folind st tha
ald atand, and |8 guarante&d to come up
to all the advertised apecifications. TWhat
the) summlit lacks In helght—and afler
all height makas but little difference ex-
cept to those Inquisitive friends who pos-
zems tops llnes—the mountaln' makes up
in  preclipitpusnese and pleturesgueness,
Ita interesting features are innumerabls
There I8 the Table Rock, where one, look-
ing haughtily down on the turkey huz-
zards fiying In the valley below, eats his
{ried chicken and sandwiches; the BEnl-
ance Rock, which one may turn, but not
uproot from Its stony sockel, and the
Needle's Eye, Which one . crawls through
with the deliclour sengatlon that. if he
slips he may break his neck. Indeed; the
whole summlt affords one ample faclll-
ties tor geiting rid of a superfluious wife
o kinsman, though I am rellably In-
{omed that there have been few, If any,
gerious nccldents on the mountaln, It s
to be hoped, however, that no hanana
peels are thrown carelessly about the
place. A misstep on one of these hered-
ftary enemles of man would certainly

Juallty the  amsertlon that thers was
“momething tolng’ In the walley helow,
Il LI e )

Anr stated ‘nbove, the Praks has grown
to be the dedignation of the most ahrupt
of the tlirea great moiintalna n Bedford—
the Peaks proper, Flat Top and Apple Or-
ohard, The two lnst mentioned cut no
figure in soglety. They are not greweoine
enough, The trio of mountaing nre abnut
twelve miles from the county seat, Bed-
tord City, and the magnificent raad lead-
Ing to them takes the traveler through
one' of the moat beautiful and iprosporous
sectlona. of Virginin,  All along the rounte
nne  goes  vasl orchards, dappled wilth
orlmaon apples, and if one |y not abnor-
mﬂilly: plous he will' steal some of this
fruit. Fiy v

Livary. Is! very: cheap In Badford., Tour
oz five dollars -wil procure an excellant
vehlole and & competent driver, who wil
oxpinin everylhing and thank you not to
grumhble: over petly grievances along the
route. One can rlde to a spot within
700 yards ofl tha summit, hut after the
t¥lng place. is regched, nll hands—or rath-
or all lngs—nra called upon to do mome
arlivtle walking, Mrs. E. In Grogory, of
Radtord, and  her painstnking son have
written ‘a’ charming llttle hook on tha
Poaka, but the ecloven hoof of the com-
posltbr, -or. rather, his fine Itallan hand,
hna deslroved one of the neatest touches
nf the, authors, In .deseriblng the climb
the Gregorys 'attemptod to say: “The
teams nore here left behind, and. liha
ascenl, ever exceolslor, a dittance of 700

yurds;, 1s made on fool over a narrow
palh, ete. The printer substituted {he
word “‘excessive’” for ‘'excelslor’ and

rothing but distance kept Mr., CGregory
from golng a%r him with a shotgun.
For my part 1 think the typo had soma
sensa of humor in him, for the seeent 8
both “excelslor’ and “excesslve.”

The good, but, hefly, woman who ac-
companied me, during the Interval con.
simed in 'climblng ‘the first” 100 yards,
glorled In the fact that she had discov-
eted a fine antl-fat treatment, hut before
she ‘had proceeded mueh farther she was
wheezlng and klowlng and snorting and
pufting like a locomaotive. ‘Ere she reached
the top sho Wiag clamoring for the scalp
of the man who ‘‘runs! the mountaln.

\ L " )

The Peaks of Otter i3 owned hy the

Miller estate, of Baltimors, and as an

HE BURIED HIS HEAD IN

The Idle Reporter Surveys the World from the Peaks
. of Otter and Criticises Some Who Go There.

THOUSANDS OF INITIALS HAVE BEEN CUT ON THE ROCKS

T
e

AGmisslon—or rather kleyatlon—n foe!
of Nfty conta |s charged, The property
has not proved such a geologleal elophant
ar one might suppose, The land eom:
prizes 3,000 acres, and iL Is sald that 1t
paye well, It extends from Lhe aummit

of the Poaks northenst tn Tlat Top and
northwest to Henrkening Hill. Durlng the
beom days many nmbitlous achemen ln
connectilon with the mountaln wero enter-
tilned, biut shadows deeper than  thoss
which piurple tha surrounding hilla roon
feli on thesa projocts. A ploturesqua lt-
tln hotel now nestles among the rocks
of the mummit. Hers ons cnn get excel-
lent meals and & night's lodging.

It 14 quite the thing to stay overnlght
at!the Peaks and see the dun risa; In-
deed, nearly all tourists do this, Tho
folks of Bedford, as well aa travelers who
hiavo onjoyed this experlence, think it Id
worae thap stlelde {0 come awny from
the mountaln  without seelng the =sun
rlae or get, I wnas one of thnse hurylng-
geurrying mortale who had to  foremo
the pleasure. And, graclobs, the way the
more fortunate ones scoffed at me for
having mlssed  the slght] Tourlsts, you
know, nlways da'tenr one another to
pleces alott miseing this or that fenture,
In Rome thore are 3% or mare churches
{o he seen. \When I wes In the Eternal
City T consclentlolialy Inspected 304 of
(hese churches. But, alns, I ignored ons,
and my whole pleasure was marred, for
every traveldar T met, eagerly selzing on
<o (hls frall thread, laughed at and rldl-
euled me for missing the d6ith housa of
waorshlp, They sald I had gone to Rome
for nothing—that T had dellberately let
slip the finest opportunity of my vlat,
And so 1t la with the sunrise and sunsct
specialtles of the Peaksa of Otter. ‘Tha
vory dogs in Bedford Clty will hark at
vou 1f you come bnck to town anmgd con-
fess that vou left wilthout seslng ‘the salar
orb do. its famousa upshont and down-
shnat perfarmances. ~While 1 am still
deeply humiliated by the sense of my own
negllgence, T, am, however, prafoundly
grateful that T saw the Peaks at all,

_An exquilsite essay, valuahle allke to
selentists 'and to lay readers, eould he
written -rhout the flora of the Peals,
The vegetwtlon from [ts base upwards ls
fasclnatingly - 'nteresting. At the font
af the mountaln one seeq aeres of magnl-
fipent chestnuts and onls, but a gradual

ascant revonis/ a moro stunted vegatation,
Cm the very summit of the mountnin I
saw  golden rods, -mountain laurel and

dwarfed chestnuls, whila 200 or 100 feet
heltty the crowping rocks are dozens of
specles of wild flowets, The {mmonae
boulders which form the apex of the Pank
are covared with o fungous growth whicll
rapidly darkona with the ahsence of mols-
thire nnd  Innks, very much lika dried
leaves, A littlo lower down tho mouninin
tha gronite takes on hedubltul llchens
and velvety mosses,  whila malden-holr
ferns ndorn the Poaks n]mna} to Ita
topmost helghts,  Many of the ferns are
token away hy visltors, while Lho maosses
and lichens, ma hotors | Intimated, are
soraped away to make room for InillMs
and nomes.
There {8 vory 1lttle to he sald of the
faunn of the DPeaks, though cven 1tho
igheat rock ls not withput ite forms of
nimnl Hfe. Our party, whila contems
plating 1ho beautles of the valley below
and wondering It the sun 'would produce
freckles, was driven away from Ha lofty
percek by & awarm of winged aunts, which
avidently mistook us for o free lunch
counter. Twn or three hundred feet
from  the top noteh one frequontly secs
snnlls and nlso n repulsive hrown worm
about slx Inches long nnd blessed with
a multitude of legs girongly suggestive
of o fine tooll comb, If all tho 1Tnibs
of this worm get as weary In Apcending
the mountaln as my two legs did, the
poop  critter must reach 'the lmit of
fatlpue avery time I tokes n ellmb. I1 C,
Rosser, tha mannger of the aerlnl hotel
among the crags, has nan inlersating
heagle hound | named Lynehburg, which
spende {ts life among ‘the rocks and lves
luxurlantly  on tha plellngs from  dis-
earded lunches. Lynehburg eauy eclhnh the
houlders 1lka a Glbraltar monkey, and so
can Mr. Rosser, for that mattor, When
things are dull the lttle hound goes
out on 'tho rocks and howls. His solo
parte accord very well with the acenery.
A plain, -everyday hound dog that llves
down 'n theivalley bolow eomes up io
the Praks every day for Ha lunch, This
pup, Nka the acrobatle Lynchburg, knows
that where ‘travelers visit, erumbs and
chicken bones may Eh\'n,\'n he foumd. |
- -

There are all sorts of talea as (o how
far one can ‘sée from the Peaks Somao
say that the 'eyn can look Into

States from. the lofty elevition  while
others adviinca aven mors natonlshing i
sartlona, This huimblae scribblar  will ven
turo no, statement on (he subjest. tTe {1
knows, however, that he wauld hestitaty
Inng betors he did anything wicked In.
Riohmond while hie wife was on_ lop
tha Poenlka, . el
This nceount of the visit to the Bedford
Aountaing ls submitted ‘with tremuluus
diffidence, And the writer shivers [n hid
boots lest some grim  statlstlelon shall?
menaclngly stride forwafid and say that
the tigures glven above arc wrong. Fers
hapa they are, What's the good of figgure
anyhow, If folks can't get them wrong
1t may be/ tod, that some who write
poetry and frequently ejocuinte. !'Isnd
that perfectly lovely,' win say that my
noble theme has heen treated Irreverents
ly, And unconventional this sffert suretg®
1} el
But bellove mo, when my party reach
ed that lofty pinnncle and 1 gazed: upon th&
exquislto  panoramn before me, ‘a. some=
thing wellad up In my hosom which wam
mare ennobling, more upllfting and more
apirltual than any two hour | eermol:
I have ever heard. In sooth I fancy
would yet be standing on that frightful
slevation and dreaming drenms no mortal
aver ! dreamt. before, had not the :Coni
mander-in-Chlet pullead = at my cutaway.
conttalls and reminded me that “1/bad;
smnshed & hottle af tomato entsup in the
pocket of ono of my sartorinl caud
appendages, LY

fuur

A TRAGEDY IN

[‘Ducheas s a good goll, and 1 have no
“"kiek dua me on hep temper; but when
pometing happens dat I has no more
to do:wit dan do bull pup has to do wild
de state of de wedder, den I gets a specl-
men of de finest brand of French ragging
fat de market affords
T don't know what was It dat ghe missed
connection wit o parasel she expocted to
gaet from Miss Fannle, or what 'ell; ‘but
one day Duchess gets me n 4 eorner
and she says: ‘Cheems, what |8 your posl-
tion In dis housa?”
vgppognd man,’! 1 8ays.
ring?"* 3
“Is it de eecopd man's place to be
groom for Miss Fannle? Duchess says.
ST rides after her,” says I, “heenuse [
was brought up lo do it proper when
1 was a kid, and Whiskers enuld take o
hitehing strap oo ma 1t T.over took me
eves off Mlas Fannle when she was rid-
ing, Dal job = apeclal.’”
“you nare valet for DMr.
Tuchess,
“He has a Jap valet of his own,"” says 1.
+Hut you nrder his haots,” =ays Duch-
egs,  “Tou get him ready, If he's only
golng Romewheres for o week-end.”
CDat's because de Jap orders riding
hoots for yachting: and if he gets him
rendy for a trip, ha never knows where
he'll land.” 5
“Dose |8 poor excnses,”
would

“Did anyhody

Paul,"

EAY3

says Duchess.
tink moro

Ms  pdder ‘solvanis

proper of You {f you dons enly second
Jnnn's wolk,'

up) tink about dat!' T says, ‘‘when
Ac odder solvanls paya me wages, What's
on  your mind, woman?' I snys  “IU's
nnt me job dat's hoddering you, Bing

your song, And dance your dance, and
jot me see where you're at.!

wyou 1a de real director of de solcus
and I hnve no part in {t,"" anys Duchcess,
and dat shows me where her 1itlle hontees
was pinching. ;

wWa was getting up a solcus—a ami-
toor solous—for de Thenefit of yacht snil-
gre ‘orphans;  what dere aln't nny of
tem pearaed dan fonndehoovin, whera e
yachi sallora come trom. Dut dat mada
Wn difference; dera had to he A heneflt,
and yacht sallors! orphans  had a ro-
mantie. sound, nf Willy, Widdy sald, 80
At went; and our folka snld de solcus
might ba held on our lawn, cnuse we had
de muat conveniences for eolving tea.

Dat put it up to Mr. Paul 10 he director,
and hae, being top strong to wolk hard,
puta it next ta me, f

Ders wag a aweel comes ovep o take
charge of de riding. turns, and I gets up
pome comlea for. da laugh side of A8
show, and takes charge of do wolkmen
getting up de tenis nnd seats; and looks
after de places where refreahments’ wns
to ba Bet upi and gets de band, teanhes
Ae clown how to do o commia fall, prae-
tloss Up A f0W tumbling trioka of me awn,

de show, Diere's a whole bunch of tricks
she ean do, but mone of ‘em I8 in de solcus
lins, and T had te pretend dat I wasn't
nn Lo what she wanied. It dat golil didn't
have to wolk for a living she he a nctress.

Sure! I npever did gee a woman who
liked to be In de lime light more dan
Duchess, And she's all right when she's

dero, for she aln't a little blt ehy as a
good looker; but she belongs to de mod-
dern schonl, and tinks dat to be a good-
lonker i3 all ders Is In de game, and
won't sludy no part. I've tried her In de

WCHEEMS, WHAT IS YOUR POSITION
IN DIS HOUSE?'"

teeatrieals we has ev'ty winter in de
polvants' hail

But dat dug no Bubway wit her: she
was bound to bo In da solous, and when
1 conidn't see 1t, 46 way ghe found plages

whers 1 was & mile off from belng, It
was n. wandoer. X
Of course, a man dat wants to, ean

bent a woman Wit a hammer; hut it a
hammer lan't In de game, de easlest way
to da, If you'va got to beal her, Is nat to.
B0 [ -hustled to find a joh In de soleus

WHICH DUCHESS WAS

By CHIMMIE FADDEN (E. W. Townsend).

pup trough his  tricks, - whila  Kiddle
was ring-masier, e pup dona noble
irn all his tricks, except dat he was

no dead sure proposition on zolng trough
de hoop every tlme. Mostly when de
T.ittle One held de hoop, after we'd cov-
ered It wid paper, de pup would balk,
till he'd run around behind it to make
sure dat Little One had de plece of meal
he was 1o get, If de hoop wasn't covered
he'd sea de meat, and go trough llke a
shot,

I douhles de size of da chunk of meat,
but It was no sure ting dat he'd butt da
paper ti1l he'd took a peep hehind to see
for falr dat his wages was ders. You see,
he dldn't like de paper end of hls trick,
anyway; and I was up againat how to
make de turn o sure shot, tlll, one day,
da folka from our house come down on
de lawn to ses us rehoise. Willy Widdy
~wap along, and she held a plnt measura
poodle in her arma. Bhe was wisa. Dat
poodle was always in her arms It s8Tia
was strolling within_ a mile of de bull
pup. 1 had sometimes tought dat de pup
had made up his mind dat to dle n hor'hla
deat would be n bargaln eountoar price to
pay for de joy of one ghanee to bite dnt
poodle in two, [ never did see nnyting
dnt wnnted anyting else so bad as da
pup  wanted to get A hammer-lock  wit
his Jaw on dat poodle! What made him
feel It a0 hard was dat de poodle knew it,
and used to give de pup de ha ha from
whera he'd laugh at him In de Widdy's
arms. Dogs do a lot of tinking: nbout
tinge llke dope. Of course, any good pup
would llke to bite o pondle: de poodla
knew dat; ha knew hs was safe in Widily's
arms, and 8o he maode 1ifa more to de bad
for de pup by making foces at him; and,
as T was telllng you, glving him da ha ha,

TWell, pup had balked de hoop wit paper
a fow times, And I had de kiddies in n
fIt hecause I was going 1o glye pup a
kit of a welting, when all ot n sudden
pup sees poodle, ps Widdy was just going
to walk behind de banner, and do way
pup tnkes de jump trough da paper, hop-
Ing to get Widdy off guard, wns lovely
{0 gee, But Widdy was lenry, as:-she al-
waya s when she hns fetohed poodls inte
de same nere of ground ag pup; and mas-
{er bull dog had anodder hard Tuck story
to worry about,

Dat set ma tinking. When de folks had
went back lo de housa I tell Duchess
tn borrow poodle, and feteh him down to
where wo rehalslng, but not to put Widdy
on Lo what part we waonted de poodle to
play. Duchese geen her chance to butt
Into de show, apd sha soon had poodle
dera {n her nrma, and T tried de trick. 1t
wag lovely. All I'had to do Was to hald
poodle on de opposite slda of de haoop,
and pup went trough 'em as fasL &s ds
coachman's kid could paste on new pa-
per. Ha naver renlgs once,  He'd n

his life, too. When he seen: how hard
pup was wolking, and dat nottlng was
dclng except de puppy, poodle near barked
his head off laughing.

“Taka poodle back to Widdy,” I save
to Duchess, "ond'say notting about dnt
wo |5 going to make a actor of him.
T've got a place for you In de show whera
you'll only have to put on your swell
rogs and stroll on in'a haughty manner.”

Well, well, dere's & 'heap of trouble in
dle life dat comes when wo tinks we has
only to push a butlon to get a good ting

| TRIED DE TRICK—IT WAS
LOVELY,"

i e

we has all Inld out for ourselves, Tie
golous comes off and was  golng lke o
hurry-call amb'lance.  Naottln to stop it
o foldies and genti had done delr rid-
Ing turns, roma colloege lads lhad | dona
rome strofght tumbling, and ‘It was Wne,
Mr, Faul had made good as n stralght
ring master, and den he Introduces me a8
de only 'riginnl Bowery song and danee
artist Jeft on top af eart, and 1'd obliged
wit de old favelte, "On de Banks of de

Copyright, 1903.

Pup. Little One comp wit pup, and our
kid, and [ follows along, as clown, Lo 5ee
dat de pup done all right. De klds males
a greal hit, and say, 1 was proud of Lit-
tle’ Duke. Most of the folks there was
friends of our folks, and dey knows me
and Dichess by sight, and when dey
heara dat Littla Duke'was.our kid dey
glves nim a great Jolly, ond klddle says
his llnes beauliful; all hls th's being In
place and dolng duty. -When de kiddies
had put de pup trough all his tricks but
de hoop, Duchess stroll in from de dress-
ing room, lke she was a swell out for a
walk around de block; and she has Wid-
dy's pondle In her arms, and de atyle of
her gels Aogreat reception.” She hears de
folks saying dat she was), Hortense, Fan-
nie's mald, ond_ she plpog me off wit a
wink, lke she was saying: "1 told you I'd
be dao star of de show!!

She was! My, my, she Waa for a fact!

Littla Mlss Fannie held pup's head awny
tfrom de hoop untll Just as Duchess was
passing behind, and den she lets the pup
geo what was delng, and iurns him loose.
Pup glves o little cry of joy, makes &
running jump of it ‘trough de hoop, wit
s mouth wide open, llke he wanted to
e rendy for dat bite he'd hoped for so

{long. I nearly had e it When I sees him

land ke a Aying machine agalnst Duch-
pss, and dnt French hussy draps poodle
and lets out noyell dat was heard on de
odder 8ide of de sound.

Pup had enught a mouthful of paper ns
he flow trough de hoop, and dot saved all
of our llves, for he wns part blinded,
and didn't get a fair hold at folst. Tt
he ol hold enough to nall pondle's hind
leg, and poodle glves a squeal dat brought
Widdy down from her seat Aying, Whia-
kers seen dat ders was troubls, and he
files aftor Widdy: I jumps for de dogs;
Kiddles gets Into de rally) My, Paul jumps
Inta de ring to grah de kids, and da

nauvdlence applaug to bent de hand—whit

with playing shiver musle,  Dere wad
tings dolng all over de 'lat,

1 gets Into de center folst, and de pup
lets go hlas holl to shift to n botter one}
I grabs him by bnote hind legs and chases,
him morning most sorrowful, hut lleking
his chops, for e had drawn folst blood,
ANy Wiy, .

1 makes n qulek pass of de pup to de
cenehman's kid, nnd tells him an his e
not to stap runping till he's locked de pup
ur in de stables; and den | goes back to
de drersing tent, and meata Widdy call-
ing for smelling snlts, a doctor, ban-
dnged, Ho'ment, da polles nod o amb'lance.

SWhat hve you done wit dat horrible
devll dog dat has murdered my benutiful

durling pet?! she suys, llke 8 tragedy
aetroggs on top of de stolge,
UMadam," 1 anys, "de bull pup waa

shot and drowned, and derconchman has
gone for to got o bound of polson to
glve him, and de gardner is fixing n rops
to hang de villnln, for suve,' 1 sayd.

/OT GUILTLES

U}ea 'should be holned allvel” Widdy
s : ; sl

“"He will be, ma'am,! I says, Just as
soon as we can light a fire,'’

“And your cat-wife rhould. ba bolned
allve: and sent to prison for dis murder,'
SAYE] \I\-'Idi_iy. 3

'INo . need,; Ma'm,"! T =says.' ‘Duchess
has took a-poundof earbonlc acld, and
eut ther cthront: and I'm Just golng to
getme gun for her,!! [says. ‘'Let me ste
yvour: benutiful d?!}':g leg, Ma'am,” I says,

“1s -he much hol E
“Never you mind poor Fldo's leg,' she

Uk
\|

TIVEER 1Y
TITHHT

il ” i i

BEAUTIFUL DONE,
CHAMES,"! SHE BAYS,

"DAT WAS

RNYE, "You Eo and telephone for de
vet.!!
Wall,
ders me (0 BEO
aet, daot was Included In de dog
1r.

Whiskers comes chasing, ang or-
brek and finlsh ma clown
turn, and

me and 2 Paul  goon  had  do
ahow  running  ngaing o but de nu-
dience wne nl laughing about
do tirn dat was pot down on de DbHI,
When SViddy lonrg lom o she wis folst

wit rnge: but she s no farm-
goon she shifta 1o moks
for. domes (ke her
kind of o gamo ex-
delrselves, and

near crolay
er, nnd prety
a good face of It
ean sland mast any
ecapt to ba made 4 gAMo of
g0 she pretended to take It ns n Jjoke,
and get out of being part of da Joko.

Do show waa a winhner, boodle-wise, and

It ever we flnds any yacht salloral o
phans, dey'll’ have jce ersam and. cand
de reat of (eir llves; but I was feellng
like T wished [ hnd a home asg far offina
Seandehioovia to go to, all de time I woa
helping to solve refreshments after: da
ball was over. I knowed dat: I’ could
sguare meself wit Mr. Paul, all v gih
but [ had me oplnion dat Miss Fannl
would he dead sore'on ime ror not tell-
{ng Widdy dat I was golng to borrow her
poadle, { : e

But when de /folks had went, and
Whiskers had drove off wit Widdy to T]a
vet's, Misy l"annle calld me to de hall;
and shg jooks arcund to sep dot no ons
was rubbering, and den she shakes hands
wit ma. Dat was beautiful ' done,
Champs,” she says.

Ponks, Mlss I'annle'' I says. What.
wng beaitiful dona?”

“],nming Mrs. Harding'a poodle, eo dat;
do vet will have to put It out of de i\
wolld wit olerform: You did it on pois
pose, of course?! : e

Sny, 1 waos In what dey calls n prob=.
lem play, den. hadn't done de poodla;
on polpoge, but if 1t made me atand to dey /i
good with Miss Tannla to have her tink:
dat T did, T was willlng to stand for dat,
ar flnytllllng else, 8o, I just looks wise,
and says, “Tank you Miss Fannle'' an
goed 0N Mo WAY. ;

But when 1 seea Duchess I tells her to
put me wilge on de gama. . '.

VIt {5 so simple,” says Duchess. "Ma'm=
Madam Harding veryn
but she desplses daot Madam: makeq:

W hiskalr
What wil

well,
so mueh of dat poodle.
he _51_:_: not ke de poodle

u?
“Anyting dat's coming to me;' says b gty
yery wall. | Ma'mzells Fannle, shei

know very trug dat Madam Harding will]

never mora ba seen wit de poodle, hacauses

n womaon llke her would radder 4

wit a pelr of solled hoots, or glo

she'd dle before dat—dan to be seen Wit &
ting dut has mada her ot de redio’lous, oy
sha will now be more agreeahle to Ma'm=i
zalle, nnd, pechaps, to Whiskaire,” !
If Duchess hadn't doped de game to Me
right, 1'd heen paralyzed whan Widdy
eomos to me in & few days, asmlling llke
she wns o aix tlma winner, and sn:qia

dat de poodla was, not much holt; and d! g.

1 know of some kindg peopla dat woul

ipreginta and tenderly care for Fido, be

cnuse she didn't tink de ollmate of Weats
choster -county was ‘good for de little

denr's healt, i

tells hor sure! dot me own modder | .
waa all her |ife Jying for _{l‘l!lf. fiuch
besutiful dog as rldo: and her old age
would bhe llke a continuoug Derformanos

lenie |t ahe had a poodle llke Fldo ta:

eard wit her, 1
Whal de you tink? Widdy tells mo to

take Fldo to me modder, and pays &<

engo—A  whole, long, one-spot—for de;

honrd of do dog every wesk. Modder ls o

gelling cheaty wit de Income, and, na 8

feeds It propper, and dop't coddle It, 1t'm

getling some munners and splritg u.ndbl;'ln- ad
ald lady has more fun wit it dan g box,

t out of ds proposi=

of monkles,
I'wns satisfled to

tion on dat lny, but what bodders me 1s,dng
Duchess never w‘i-: no roast nor nnthlnﬂ
and haa posmile 1ke she la stuck on her.
solf, whenever I sponks of de jobj nnd &
Tins de pornsol of Miss Fannla's sho's
longed for. Do you spose dat French goll
had do wit and nolve to fead (e poodle !
to de pup on pedpose? What?

a—Litt]a Duke—tn do o
lr::;r.l:annﬂlt‘:r }ﬂm\! mtr l.lillla Miss Fannie, | et Duchsss could hold down, and I got | jumped 111l he wore hia i'aatrnl'f on de | Bronks, Where me Bummer Goll Ilangs
and plmost had somethlng to do. | it. ‘T had to, {pusand-to-one chanea dat I'd, be ' offt | OQut."
Boon AE She heard dat dore was to' he a 1 'hed turn I was rehosing Little | guard and'let him got & mouthful of poo. Next Mr. Pnul Introduces ‘Little Miss
solcus Duchess was crolsy to bo jart of Miss Fangte, and our kiddle and de bull | dle, ‘And poodle wns having de time of.! Fannlo und her Wondertul Trick Hull

TALE OF T

Onee upon & time in the tustling city of
Bquashport, which 1s -whera the aceoms=
modations nnd [(relghts sometines quepgh
thelr thirst, there lived g geeor named
Jamea Medders, )

Jim waa g self-made
of Llie metrapolls,

After hiding his faot behind the arith-
metic and geography until he was tao
jong for short puntd, Jim declarad all held
oft and got n loh as clerk In Hiram
Bander's goeneral stors,

He made gpod, And at the end of hia
third year with Bender® he found him<
selt six hundred and fifty ahead ‘of the
game, #0 he handed In the conventionél

thirty days' notice, et
Wl;an Caleh He_:_lgﬂn's gan cama i from
{he farm to take hls place, Jim put’ him
wike to the combinotion of the sale and
#hn et mark, pRd gayve him tha keys,

mun and the pride

Then he got Into his Bunday pult and

dent,

Hefore he went home for supper Jim
bought ‘a round of elgars.

The next day he rented the store on
the cornor and put the carpenter to work,

ment store,  The slgn read;

JAMES MEDDHRS,
Dealer In
Dry Goods, Grocerles, Bools, Bhoes, No=
tlone, Hardware, Proylslons
and Bupplles;

Cash I'aid For
Butter, Bggs, Wool and' Hides,

The  openin

| gensation, -There was hardly. staniing

HE GEEZE

went over to the drug store ta hear Doo,
Fletcher argue politice with old Judge

Two weeks later he opened a Depalts

aof Jim's siore created a
‘room'in It when the mlll whistle blew fop

R WHO FINALLY STRUCK THE R

12, Every lady in the town was there
hright and early,'

Mre, Bmlithers declared rlght out that
ghe was just that anxions to see the store
{hat sha dldn't take Lime lo wiah the
dlshes, Fre, Prosser announced that she
was In such a hurry to get thers hefore
the rush that ahe had forgot to put the
soup bone on the fire. Every other lady
told g slmllar hot-foot story,

Aftar a eapsful serutiny of the stock,
the dames got together near the barre]
of dried apples (o talk It over,

Mrs. Btubhins vowed that she had never
geen anything to equal it In all her born
(ays, Bhe proved by a buneh of gam-
ples which ehe held in  her hand that
Jim  Medders ' earried the very ldentira]
nlme of 5_]““,‘,13 she had read ahout In the

Deallnentor.
Mg, Hickmun confesged that she had

nat seen all of the prints, but she had

| prieed the =ardlnes and, some were acs

tually as high a8 two bits w box, Furih-
ar thnn thut she hai sewn with her own
ayes three dliferent kinda'of ohiecse.

M. Appleby ‘lowed that Medders was
sure 'to lnka o heap of trade wway from
Mantgomery Ward & Co., and Mra, Pluns
gott eadevlated that Jim Medders wis o
perfect John Wanamaker,

Geneon Bhen Weutherby was so carrled
awny with the plows and cujtivators Lt
he up and asked Jim ta eoma over nnid

ent dliner Sunday after churph at hig

house,
o gt right down to casges, Jim had
i1 himself to he the merchant prince

proye
Thera was absolulely no

of 5|\uu|.|lur1.
doubt about It. :
17 you Wl ted & pair of shoes you cauld

i !

walk rlght Into Medders's and get (t—If

your feot happened to ha the plght size,
1t you wonted a can-opener, Jim could
reach prlght down Into the show-case and
handd IE 0 you—{f he hadn't glready sofd
ft,  Flis stuek was shinply enormous, Why,
he even corrled n full Hne of solld gold-
plated  jewelry wnd  waa sgenl for Lhe
Imi“ Tan Tadloring Co,, of Chleago, 1ll»
nals,

Well, In time, Jim began to, put on
gome,  He subsoribed for two maguzines,
toole the Now York Bunday papers wore
u red vest and earried g cane, The young
ludies of the very best familles nsiked
hlin.up bub Jimodldn't wear any grass
aft of thelr patha,

ITe hud seen piotures of olty glrls and
he coine tn the eonclusion that they just
abput came up to his plans and specl-
fientlons,  No girl Iving In a cliy (oo
small to support o trolley Une and o Cnr-
noglo library gould preside oyer the nf
end of his table, No slreal Huch a thin
ns o Squashport pullet winnlng him ou

IGHT KEY.

wag just too ridleulous for anything e
wig golng to marry one who had heen
ralsed In a house with hot and cold runs
Ing water and a gas meter In It

Ly-am-hy one ciing his wiy,

Mrs, Hickman was vislied Dy her niece
rom l"hl.lmtel?lﬂn Tennsylvania, Niace
wos @ classy Httle blonde with o flgure
full of Infatuating intlections nml a pros-
e that would atop & hendacho.

Jlm wna invited up to seo her the night
ahe arplved, Hae resd the otlquette rules
in the hook of his pocket etionary,
bought a pickage of sen-Hen and was on
the spol before tho fire WOE aut i tho
kitehan stove. Whon he Peached the front

ite he leaned  over o whispered 1o
Wmself to go o in and get the daclalon in
w rush,

As soon as Mrs, Hlekmnn called nloce
amd Jim 1o come to the center amnd gesp
the hand of acqualptanceship, nlece pull.
el herself togethor. and began 1o amlt
the smartest kKind of smart alk, Ik went
rlght over Jim's hepdl, When she lowered
hep guasd Jim waa 100 wealk to take pd-

By BILLY BURGUNDY,

Capyidzght, 1003, by Btoye Floyd N, Y,

yvantage of tha opening. Every timo ha
hraced himeelf to apeak his tongus ramn
Into J:Iblug:llmde or Iw} got choked on
something that wasn't, Hoe wus outelass
u:lx‘l he Iilm\ll' it, Bo ]}lu ducied. '\q'-
'Pwo months later ho marrled  Mellnd
Crabitres, of Squashport, ! L

Nl\rnml: very jewel has Ita proper gebm
ng. t
e e
Offending Natur,
Thore s an excellent old lsdy, whe

Hyvisa b Germantown and ls o strong )
ndvocate of the enforcement ot the biua |
piws. 1l she s very fond of the goudl
things of the table, and for this redson
2l delighie 0 NE her awn marekak -
The other Mopday morning found - hery
bright and warly, seleating soma " o
peira feom her nurkermin.
sApa you sure,'' she  agked,
these peals wore pat 1)1{‘!1;9-] Sunday
of don’t know  aboul that!! sald. the
man, with a grin ivbut 1 koow  (hey
prowed Bunday,''—PLiladeiphly  Ledger, [




