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LIFE INSURANCE ISSUED AND PAID FOR, during 1903

including Ordinary Insurance ($102,822,648), over j
ASSETS, end of 1903, over - - - -

INCOME, during 1903, over -

'
- - -

PAID POL1CYHOLDERS, during 1903, over . . -

SURPLUS, end of 1903, over - - '-' .

NUMBER OF POLICIES IN FORCE (5,447,307), over -

INCREASE IN PAID-FQR INSURANCE IN FORCE, over

MAKING THE GRAND' TOTAL OF

Paid=for Insurance in Force over 93 1 MILLIONS
Total Payments to Policyholders in Twenty=eight Years, over 79 Millions

Î293 MILLIONS
72 MILLIONS
39 MILLIONS
1 1 MILLIONS
10 MILLIONS
5 MILLIONS

129 MILLIONS

Twenty-eighth Annual Statement
January 1, 1904

PRUÒENTIAL>ér /y
' . «L V " *':?'M'0ASTHÊ !&

és?rength or ?
JáfclBRAlJAR^fr<

ASSET8.

Bonus and Mortgagee. $13,138,291 49

Real Estât. 12,063,757 29

R. R. Bonds and Stocks (Market Valuó)... 20,862,307 50/

Municipal Bonds (Market Value). 8,428,728 00

U. S, Government Bonds (Market Value)...... 109,500 00

Cosh In banks and office.,. 7,610,148 22

Interest and Renter due and accrued.......?... 488,593 49

Loans on Collateral Securities.'.. 6,761,775 00

Loans on Policies. 1,614,325 08

Premiums deferred and In course of collection (net) 2,635,009 41

Total.«.' 572,712,435 44

LIABILITIES.

Reserve on policies.
All other liabilities.....'.

Surplus to polloyholders.

$61,410,965 00

1,167,445 81

10,134,024 63

Total. $72,712,435 44

THE BEST IN LIFE INSURANCE AT LOW COST

POLICIES FOR BOTH 8EXES

AMOUNTS TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS
UP TO $100,000.

he Prudential
INSURANCE CO. OF AMBRICA Agents

Wanted

BRANCH OFFICE IN R8GHM0N0--BLAÛKF0RD & WIlMe, General Agents, Ordinary Department, 803 E. Main St.

TAFFY BETTER THAN EPITAPHY.
The Idler Pleads Eloquently for More Cheering Words During, the,

Dark Hours of Life and Fewer Compliments on Tombstones.

WHY WOMAN AT THE TELEPHONE IS A TERROR
Although candor campéis the admis¬

sion that the utterances of some mem¬
bers of the clergy are dellciously sopori-
ferous, It cannot be denied that many of
the smartest and most quickening of say¬
ings eirnp from the lips of pulpit orators.
Tho rtuv. Dr. E. N. Calleen certainly

made a home shot a few months ngo
when he put in his pungent plea for kind
words to our neighbors. The eloquent
young rabbi said that what we need In
this world Is more thffy during life and
less epltaphy after deuth. In other words
his eplgrammatlcal pun means that
blarney is vastly more desirable than
tombstone compliments. Tno huter
cpecles of praise, though quite common
de-splte the size of the stone-cutters' fees,
has never, so far as 1 know, evoked a

single word of commendation from its
benoltclnrles, But there uro some who
suspect that the gathering of the elans
un resurrection day will bo considerably
retarded by the curiosity of those who
undoubtedly will pause to read and
rliucklo cjver the post-obit encomiums
they see graven on their monuments.
But with blarney. or taffy.'tis differ¬

ent. These verbal tidbits, welcome alike
to old and young, are swnllowuble when
nil else In life is almost as much of an

iinetls ns Ipecac or warm salt water. Nor
do they luivo to ho gulped down with visible
fiort, as was probably the case with th'n

(ifI-discussed worthy swallowed by tho
whule. One Is never too heavy with years,
ton Insignificant, to deaf, too pessimistic,
loo suspicious, or too great to accopty
laity In good faith, nor Is the weakness
confined to that erratic sex which Is said
lo revel In compliments.or rather, In
liHng the recipients of compliments, And
If a treasonable confession bo permissible.
It can be nssiii-lcd with the utmost verity
that man.whiskered, calloused man.
dents ori taffy and lu a thousand ways
will show his insatiable appetito for It,
True, Jio does, not knew how to look coy
when the sweet morsels are thrown st
him, and In 'nil probability he will grunt
seeming dlsentisfactlon when the ho'ieyed
words aro to«*ecl Into his hungry maw,
but tiloso signs do not disprove the fact
that his motto Is: "My name Is Jimmy
and I'll take, nil you glmmle."

? » ?

The patient but very outspoken woman
to whom tills and all my othor precious
manuscripts have been read, Insists In
her blunt way that taffy Is the greatest
of all masculino lubricante, She says
Unit pralso shurpons the wits of men like
a fat-bacon rind sharpens the teeth of
a buck-saw. "The only difference be¬
tween the .bunk-saw and tho man," adds
the necclln-tongued conqueror of cooks, "Is
that the buck-saw knows when |t has
been greased enough, whereas a man's
gluttony for blarney has no limit. With
him It's quantity rather than quality.
Fop instance, I know a certain shabby-
genteel newspaper writer whose flamboy¬
ant effort.« 1 have conscientiously yawned
through for twenty years, come next
ground-hog day. But my limping com¬
pliments, though posllvely rheumatio
through years of repetition, still trip
merrily Into his hospitable heart, I.png
ages ago 1 ceased attempting to clmtigo
my verbal rcclpu for taffy: all I.now aim
nt Is perpetually Increasing .hyperbole.'
occasionally, tqo, X have had to drowse
through this same tormentor's speeches
gud to constitute myself into a wildly on·

thuslastlc audience to cheer and goad
îtlm on in his supposed eloquence.

"There is Inherent In every man a

deeply abiding conviction that he Is an

orator. And what's worse", they all try
to make their wives think the same way.
JSven those who habitually abstain from
speaking In public, go through JIfo with
a cankor-worm in their bosoms, for day
In and day out they sorrow for the.un-
llappy world which gets no' opportunity
to hear them talk. When I think of
what Sirs. William Jennings Bryan has
suffered In the last decade or so,.of tho
speeches that have been read to her by
that husband of hers.I feel that nothing
in tills country would be too good Ihr
the long-tortured woman,"

. :'.-.».·.'·
While the ill-timed nnd utterly unde¬

served attack of «tho acrimonious matron
quo.ted should be attributed to peevishness
caused by tho recent unseemly conduct
of our washerwoman rather than to any
actual weakness of my own character, I
must admit that her remarks certainly
apply to the great majority of men.In
fact to all of thorn save myself. Often
and over again I have thought bow much
our bosses might pull out of us'during
work days If they'd only sugar up a few
words of praise and dish them up to us

during business hours. While they may
suspect and fear that Uberai commenda¬
tion would be mot with fi prompt de¬
mand for un Increuso of pay, I can assure

them (on behalf of my fellow-workers)
that masculine vanity is far above
avarice. But our bosses, alas, are quoer
critters. They apparently don'tknow what
concerns their own welfare. Willingly
.aye, almost cheerfully.after our deaths
thoy consent to act ns pallbearers at our

funerals, to send floral designs, which
quickly wither over us In wind-swept
ccmoterles and to say eulogistic- things
to our tear-stained widows; but while we

live and perspire for thorn, they are; tierce
and lowering, and as hard to please as

a teething baby. In heaven's name, why
don't they try a little taffy, even though
"they have to tear the ninth command-
mont into sherds by so doing, For surely
taffy la a benevolent, venial kind of He
which causeth Its hearer to be puffed
off and to gloat over his own importance.
It neither castelli money nor harmoth
humanity and oft times It boaroth rich
fruit. What Is more, It rcqulreth the
smallest Of menial exertion from the
fabricator. 'AH he needs must do is
to lay it on heavily.pile it on with a

metaphorical butter paddle. None noad
seek to avoid oxaggcratlvencss* In tho
manufacture of taffy, for those who feast
upon it would fain b(i gormed up with
tho ever palatable delicacy, Women, ac¬

cording to tho treasured'oracllo-roeker of
my dQtnicilo, get Ilio bulk of Unir taffy
before marriage, unless, Indeed^, they ate

so.lucky as to bo widows, whereas men

must have It from Infancy to senility.
"Alt," says the Inexorable critic of the

so-called stronger sex, "briden don't know
what an lilepliiuitlnu contraot they are

taking on their hands when they go to
the altar. Ivlttlo do they suspect that
the marriage vows carry w"h them an

implied agreement to supply perpetual
blnrnoy foi; husbands.-to straighten out
Unending kinks in masculino character
by a lavish output of flattery arid bare,
faced taffy. When ? man gets hoyond
these weakness«, smallpox yr Asiatic

cholera won't hurt him, for he'll be sleep¬
ing under the sod with six feet of earth
on his body and a mendacious epitaph on

his tombstone and possibly on somebody
else's conscience."
All of which IS true.hideously, dis¬

tinctly and humllatlngly truc.but if any
young thing in frizzes, peau do sole and
clock stockings wants to tickle me under
the chin with ? compliment or so, I'll
try to grin and hear it.

. » »

AVhlle nil tho world loves a lover, it
cannot he denied that the public af¬
fection for this class of favored mortals
reaches its minimum when sweethearts
corner a telephone and undertake to trans¬
mit their saccharine greetings by wire.
And, indeed, tho tender regard of tho un¬

fortunates waiting for such conversations
to tormlnate sometimes even goes so far
as to end in irritability, for naught so

jarH ono as to witness a love-making
beo without himself being either the lover
or lovee. It's like having some ono tell
you of a good dinner he hau eaten, when
you yourself are fnmishlng for mero bean

soup.
Tho most rational of women, when she

goes to a telephone, Is a tax on all mas¬

culinity up nnd down and at both omis
of a lino, But the girl who has "rung
up" her sweetheart Ih a terror more to
bo dreaded than a book-agent or a sub¬
scription commltteo. She never unite
knows what she wnnts to say nnd she
never quite knows whon she has fin¬
ished saying It. Her speech, on such
occasions Is a potpourri of coquettish
giggles, Indignant exclamations (which
are heartily echoed by all within the sound
of hor volco) and oxcltofl monosyllables.
She struggles between love, curiosity and
secrotivenesH, and says good-bye with
mock peevishness at least twenty times
before tho final word passes. But In the
matter of her good-byes, she Is, after all,
like overy ono of hor sex,· for none of
thoso who uso hairpins quite know when
to end a conversation. It has a',ways
been my belief that women, wnen they
go calling, should at the very outset groot
their hostesses with tho familiar words:
"well, I must hurry oft now," and then
bolt to get away. This system would
savo tlfteen minutes usually wasted In
formalities nnd allow tho visitors twenty
minutes confldftntal chat at tho parlor
floor, ,pn inimités gossip nt tho front
door, ¿welye minutes of Jokes on the

porch und half uu hour for ordinary talk
nt Ilvo gato. Timi, according to the
statistics, Is about tho timo usually re¬

quired for feminine conversations.
» » »

But to return to the telephone. Any
mortal who has ever tried to utilizo tho

pesky things will toll you that they wo

used thousands of limes dally by sweet¬
hearts and that the wheels of the. mer¬
cantile world In overy civilized land are

clogged by this modern style of wooing.
Duf on behalf of that sex which suffer«
lona: and murmura litio, I Jnnv ilio offnuit-
cry to say that woman, gentlewoman,
approaches dangerously near postlforous-
noss when she .irles coquetry over a tele-
phono during business hours. The In¬
dividual In his shirt-sleeves, to whom
comes the dreaded summons "lody-fU-lhc-
.phyne," generally says something de¬
cidedly iiupuhllshahlo before he reaches
the receiver and all during the agonizing
conversation he is suffering miseries, {-'or

be It remembered that man, at no time,
is an adept at frivolous speeches; and
especially not when he knows that all
the other males In the establishment have
their ears pricked up and are secretly
exulting in his discomfiture.
.Then, too, no one cares to be kittenish

before his boss, especially when his klt-
tenlshness Is deranging the whole office
staff and making the performer appear
decidedly more asinine than feline.
¦Wherefore. I say until all women.ring
olt; cut It out. If you want to be

flirtatious or affectionate get gay on a

sofa, or In a cosy corner.aye. even in a

trolley car, but don't try It over tho
wire. Courtship on tho long-distance
plan doesn't suit me. · As a wooer I hate

being kept at arm's length.

mM

Jim Barker's Wanderlust.
Jim Barker lias rolled up his blankets

and taken to the woods again. Matters

were getting too quiet at tho office for

HI» resueno «oui, w, like the Arab, ho has
fiflontly folded his tent,' or bVinkots,
rather, and stolon away..Vernal (Utah)
Express.

CLARK'S

Jewel Gas Ranges
WE ARE AGENTS.

HEATING STOCK TOO HEAVY;
MUST UNLOAD:

?MOES WAY DO"WN,

China, Crockery,
and

General House Furnishings
Plumbers, Tinners

JOHN H. ROSE & GO,
1427 last Main Street.

'Phones; 511, storo; S"4, manufacture
Ing department,
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bold mail rider and
a bonny Scotch lass

The Birth of Love.

(Special to The Timcs-Dispatch.S
AYLMER, VA., Feb. 13..The mnll-box

was not at the regulation pattern, but of
tho rustic ho'mo-made style, but It served
its purpose well, and was dnlly twice
visited by tho gallant mall rider, Vernon
Hughes, No weather too hot or too cold;
always on timo. Ile fearlessly braved
stormy, freozlng wind of winter ns it
whistled through tho leafless woods on

his cheerless rides.
Only made bright by tho occasional

visits of his Bonny Scotch lies, Maggie
McGregor, to tho box of the rural free
delivery, to take and send off the

family mail. As each day came, the
friendship ripened. The meetings became
mora interesting; tho charm ono had for
the other developed, and Sunday the
"Bonnio Scotch Bird" was missing, and
in tho interim she and her gallant knight
of tho mall-pockets wore mndo one for
all time.
Thus closes tho romaneo of tho rural

free delivery and the Bonny Scotch
bride.
Not Lord Ullln's daughter, hut the ol.ild

of a prosperous Scotch gentleman, who
some ten years ago settled on a planta¬
tion on North Bockflsh, In Nelson coun¬
ty.

WHEN THE TELEGRAPH WIRES TIRE.
"You are tired, eh?" said the telegraph

operator, "Perhaps there are other per¬
sene, and "things, that get tired, too.
What about this Instrument hero and
this wire that runs to Bnn Francisco?
Don't you suppose they over get tired?"
The person addressed was Inclined to

smile, faintly at tho suggestion.
"I'm serious," continued the operator.

"I have bee» nn operator for twenty-
seven yenrs, and can tell a tired wlro
tho moment my finger touchos the key."
"Tho only rest our wires got Is on

Sunday. They actually sleep from
twelve to twenty hours between mid¬
night of Saturday and S o'clock Mon¬
day morning.just as I do.
"Tho rest does 'em a world of good

On Monday morning they are quick to

respond. They actually yrnsp at the
message greetllly.
"But on (Saturday, after five busy

(¡ays, we ?·??? almost hear a wlro cry-
???? to givo It rost. It seems to 011-
posc us. it is rebellious. Singular, you
say? Not at all. Just naturo.'*
"Don't you think It is the operator,

thai needs the rest, and not so much the"
wire and the Instruivumt?"
"Not ¡u bit of It. But a tlred-out man

against a tlred-out wire and you'll do
mighty little business. Put a. tlred-<
out man ugnisi a rested wlro and you'll
tart» nearly aï 111, Put a retted man

ngalnst a tlred-out wlro and you'll work
hin- to death in no time."

"Efnglneors will tell you that tholr^
locomotives get tired. They become

trncksore, much as a ruce horse does.
They don't steam so well ns when rest¬
ed nor make such goiyf limo,
"One of the famous railroad magnates

of tho present day owes his rapid pro¬
motion to the hcnd of a great system
of roads to the fact that Ilo kept his
tinlns on time. Other men could not
understand how he did It until ho ex¬

plained that he not only gave his train
crows a rest, but never allowed his en¬

gines to get Ured. Even thon sonto of
tho smart, ones smiled. But they'll ali
como to his theory In the end,
"This will be ? different old world

^wl.en |t Is generally understood that
metals got tired ns well ns huma.?
beings. A learned Oorman professor has
just informed the world that he has
found life In metnls, stone, wood, etc.;
that those substances actually possess
tho sonso of feeling, it nearly makes
ono laugh, doesn't It? But unquestion¬
ably ho Is o» tho rond to some great
discovery.
.'What wo teftn the total depravity

of Inanimato things Is nothing more nor
Itss than weariness. Your typewriting
.nachtue Is all out of kilter now and

then. Give it a rest and eoe'how. beauti¬
fully it responds to the touch.
"Clocks fall to keep perfect time; Ihey

oro too tired to tick and strike. I had
a fine watch which refused to run ono

day some fifteen years ago. A jeweler
said ho would fix it for $20. Too much
money, I thought, and the tlmepieco
was carried around. In my pocket for
three months as dead as Hector.

"I pounded It, wound and rovroiud It,
shook it daily a score of. times, then :
got angry and laid it on teh shelf. Ono
night I heard its familiar tick. It had
got rested nnd started off on Its own

account. It's running yet and hasn't
cost, wo a cent for repairs.
"Guns get very tired and refuse to

shoot well. I havo no doubt that tho
srare about the Brooklyn bridge a few
years ago was due to its weariness, it
had been on a strain for a long time
and wanted a rest. The brldgo was

suffering from nervous prostration.
"Come ovor here a minute. Listen to

the sound· of this Instrument. It is work¬
ing over a OHtrecl wire, can't you tell
It?;
"Now listen to this. Hero Is a now

wire Just opened to Now York. Which
Is the dead and which the live H'lre?
Which Is ready to do Its work In the
best style?
"Tho now one? Of course. Any baby

could tell.".Chicago Inter-Ocean.

People in Lexington.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

LEXINGTON. VA., Ken. 13..Generai
nnd Mrs. Simon Bolivar Buckner, of
Kentucky, are In Loxingtoi, visiting their
son, who is a cadot nL the Virginia Mili¬
tary Institute.
-Mr. and Mrs. Groonloo D. Letchor are

viMting In Richmond this week.
Mrs. Thomas L. tPreuton was called to

Wft.l Virginia a few days ago by tho
hoys of tho Illness with pneumonia of
hor son. Mr. J. T. U Preston, who liven
near Charleston. Mrs. Preston was ne-

eonipaniodi by her daughter, Mrs. Held
wmto.

j.lr. Harry M, Qulsenhorry has gone on

a visit South, which will Include the
States of Florida and Georgia.

GET BUSY
GET BUSY
QET BUSY

TEE-DEE ADS,
TEE-DEE ADS,
TEE-DEE ADS.

FIND POSITIONS
FIND POSITIONS
FIND POSITIONS

SURE THING.
SURE THING.
SURE THING.

"PHONE 549 FOR THE WANT
AD, MAN,

HE WILL COME!


