
Every Section in the Store Now Showing New Fall Goods,
Styles for this season show decided changes. The new garments are different. Materials are entirely new in weave and pattern. You are cordially

invited to see the new things, even ifyou arc not ready for immediate purchase. Prices, now lower than ever, speak for themselves.

An Eddrly Fedi is Indicated.
THIS IS A FAIR WARNING TO
START EARLY ON FALL DRESSES.

THALHIMER'S
RICHMOND'S FASHION STORE.

Exquisite SilkS FaJl IQO4 Opening Sale gf the Newe«t Silk Cre-tion»
Our Monday display of Silks will include a fair representation of the worthy weaves "produced for the new season by the

world's best makers. .The collection includes many exclusive novelties in the very inexpensive Silks, as well as the highest grade
novelties. :

SILK FANCIES.In beautiful designs and shadings, In
eluding the exquisite effects at 75c and.

COLORED TAFFETAS.A complete line of colors In the
most perfectly finished Taffeta manufactured, at.

$1.00
75c

G??G? DE CHIXEft-
quality, at .

-A full range of colors In our $1.25 $1.00
LOUISINES ore In great demand, and we Invite attention to

n. most excellent cloth which we will place on sale Monday at *| ??
76o, and.. F 1 .UU

Ready-to-Wear ,

New and Correct Styles in Women's Outer Garments Now

on Display. Every Day Adds Something to Our Col¬

lection tin the Way of Suits. Waists and Skirts.

Special Portiere Sale.
Odd lot of Portieres only one of a kind, that sold at dî^. Cfi

$5.00. pair to be closed out..-.....'. H>¿»&\J
$7.50 Portieres, only one pair of kind, to close out, (- a?

apRir.. f_».??
$16.00 Portleres for, a pair, 910.00.

Grand Lace Curtain Sale.
Our showing of Lace Curtains surpasses any of our former displays,

pretty Tambours, Renaissance, Lovely Boblnets, Arabian, tf^BJ G??
Irish. Points, and Nottinghams, from $1.00 to, pair.*P__O»Uvr

FrTm Wash Goods Section.
The new line of Flannelettes, Outings, Percaíee, Madras and Ging¬

hams have been opened. This stock embraces the newest designs, styles
and colorings, and oitr prices are always the lowest._?
Extraordinary Blanket Sale.

A pair of large Blankets, 10-4 size, White with Pink, Light Blue
and red borders, with Just enough cotton In them to insure easy, safe
washing.about four fifths wool; wide silk binding; they are d·-j a o

actually worth $4.50 per pair, the price is.·?»)·t?
We have all kinds of Blankets, from 30c a pair £? ??

up to . .f??.??
California All-Wool White Blankets, with pink and £^? e\r\

blue borders; good 17.5,0 values for, a pair...... 4)0»UU
12-4 extra size California All-Wool Blankets, good

110.00 values for $7.50
Closing Out jute Druggets.
3x4 yards Jute Druggets, that sold for $15.00, now, &ßj Sfi

each . .. f/.öU
Full stock of Ingrain Druggets, in all sizes, from F?? ??

$7.60 to, each.. ·
. ^I^.UU

Dress Goods New Effects for F&H wear.
Plain effects and Mixed Suitings are strong rivals for first place in popularity this season,

consequently we are showing unusually large stocks of these in both plain and mixed effects,
knowing that each will have its special admirers.

Black Dress Goods.
BROADCLOTHS will· be In favor, and our recent. Importation of the choicest foreign cloths, together with

tho highest grade American fabrics, places us In a position to satisfy the most exacting tastes. *^? ??
Prices, $1.00, $1.25, $1.B0, $2.00, $2.80, $8.00, $8.50, $4.00, $5.00 and. . f?.?/U

CREPES for dressy gowne are most sought for weaves. These we are showing In silk and woold··! ein
mixtures in a variety of weaves, at $1.25, $1.50, $1.75, $2.00, $2.50, $8.00 and. . «p«J. £>U

FIFTY SKIRT ANI) DRESS LENGTHS for Tuesday's selling, embracing a great, variety of weaves, suitable
for fall gowns. These come In light and medium weight colths, and the selling price will be greatly reduced
from the price usually asked for this class of cloths. Choice at ABOUT ONE-HALF REGULA-t PRICE.

Colored Dress Goods Stwle 0. Beautiful cioth..
60 pieces of new Crepe effects, every desirable shade, In the regular $1.60 qualities, will be on d» \ ig¬
eale at. ..F I ·_&_>

50 pieces of the newest Tailor Mixtures, being the leaders in fashionable weaves In qualities us- ^f wfl
ually sold at $1.60 and $2.00. For our opening sale we make the prices respectively $1.25 and., f I ._)U

60 pieces of the latest designs in plain and mixed colorings, suitable for school wear or street tZfïr*
gowns, in qualities usually found in the market at 60c to 75c. Our price will be ..._. _»UC

Fall Opening in Carpet Department
After many months of careful study, aided by many years of successful experience, we have

made a collection of about ioo choice styles of Tapestry, Velvet and Axminster Carpets. We are

showing more styles, more new ideas, than any other concern in Richmond. Critical buyers are

especially invited to note these facts, and can only appreciate these special offerings by a per¬
sonal inspection.

Special assortment of Tapestry Carpets, in a variety of excellent patterns, that were 90c a yard, n«

to be closed out.special.at, yard. ....i... . ··¦· ·····......./ÖC
The very best grade Tapestry Carpets includes a number of dainty colorings, suitable for par- tfWV-,

lore or reception rooms.usually sells for $1.our price, made and laid, per yard.. VUC
EXCELLENT QAULITY VELVETS, none better, including some very fetching patterns in medium and dark

colorings, usually sold for $1.25, opening price at "The Busy Corner,'*, made and laid, per ? £« t fi
yard. .......... ..... ...... .... . ..«pi · 1U

Do you want to beautify your home? Then take a look at our line of Axminster Carpets.largest variety,
handsome patterns, light and medium effects, sold elsewhere at $1.50 yard; our price, made, laid £« *_·__
and lined, at, yard, f1.10 and.. . ..... .·?_·__>£);;

THE CRADLE
OFOUR NAVY

AVhcrc Our Commodores and
Admirals Arc

Made.

ACADEMY AT ANNAPOLIS

llqw the Cadets Arc Taught and
.Trained Mentally and

Physically,

I have had the good fortune this sum¬

mer to visit first West Point.nnd then

.Annapolis, and thus I have had a goon

opportunity, to compare these two Insti·
utlons. Leaving tVesti Point one morn¬

ing by steamer ("The-Mary Powell") we

hat) a charming trip down the Hudson,
the, scenery being beautiful almost bo-
ynrid description. From New York, we

¦went to Annapolis by tho B. & ?., ? swift
and pretty-trip of a little over live hours.
The 8usquehanna river, which we crossed
on our way, was tho most striking and
picturesque object we encountered.
Annapolis is a pretty old town, with a

line old State houso in which Washing¬
ton resigned h la commission a* command·
cr of the American armies. In tho room
where this scene took place there Js a

largo oil painting of it, and also a

framed copy of his speech· on the occa¬
sion and of tho reply of Congress.
But the Naval Academy Is th« chief

feature of Annapolis nowadays. The
grounds form almost ?. square, front¬
ing, on Chesapeake Bay, with tho Severn
river at the loft, and the other two sides
enclosed by brick walls with Iron gates.
Only about ten acres are enclosed at

present, but an enlargement of tho
grounds is contemplated. The Academy
owns ¿ver one hundred acres outside of
the enclosure, acquired from timo to tl;»ie
by purchase from the city or from Indi¬
viduals. .They are enlarging the front
by the addition o' soil procured by dredg¬
ing thr> bay, -The grounds are finely
«haded and covered with beautiful green
sward. Here and thore, you sea u monu¬
ment to some naval hero or group of
heroea. The 'new buildings nre on a

magnificent scale, especially tho bar¬
racks, which are of granite and which
will bo, when completed, the largest And
handsomest In the world. I was told
they contained 1,600 rooms.
On either sido of these barracks is a

large handsome granit* building, Iden·
tically alike on the outside, and coating
£400,000 each. The one on the, right-hand
is. the new armors" which' is used for
drills and also as a ball-room, being suffi¬
ciently spacious to accommodate 1.0O0
couples without crowding. The corre¬
sponding edifice on the left hand is can¬
ed the seamanship building, being used
for instruction In that art. In this build¬
ing thero are models of innumerable bat¬
tleships, boti) ancient and modern, for
instance, there is a model of a French
war ship dating back as far as 1657.
There are also figure heads of famous

old vessels and various other Interesting
'objects connected with nautical life. The
lower floor Is to be used as a boat house
after they dig a little canal from the
river to this building. A fine officer's
club hoiise has just been completed, and
a chapel and other buildings aro In, pro¬
cess of construction. The government has
appropriated. I believe, «3.000,000 to these
improvements In Annapolis, and the
¦building has been going on five or six
years. I was told that about 800' work¬
men are employed. Promptly at 3 o'clock
P. M. they quit work. The barracks are

i<3 he connected by corridors with the
armory and seamanship building.
Annapolis presenta a vivid contrast to

very different from those at »vest Point.
At. the latter place it seems, to be the
object to., make the cadets as rigid, and
«tilt as à ".ram rod, whilst at Annapolis
the object is, to make, them supple and
pliable. Every night they have either a

drill or gymnastic exercises from 8 to 9·
In the gymnasium great'prominence is
given to climbing ropes, which the miu-

dles learn' to do with the agility of young
monkey«. They, also practice; running,
'using.dumb bells, going througn the mo¬

tions of rowing, boxing, and. various other
gymnastic exercises. They go out either
rowing or on a steam launch every after¬
noon in the week, except Wednesday and
Saturday, and tilie awkward ones have to,
go every day till they have acquired the
average'amount of pròllcleiicy. The mid¬
shipmen wear a sailor's suit of unbleach¬
ed duck for their water "exercises, with
their nnmc marked on large stencil char¬
acters across the chest.'· They wear this
sanie suit also for their,..gymnastic ex¬

ercises. Js'othlng distinguishes it from
the dress of common sailors, except .that
there is a band of blue around the brim
of tho hat, which Is pure,white for com¬

mon .sailors. ,
·

SUMMER DRESS,
The ordinary summer dr.ess of .the mid¬

shipmen is of white duck, the jacket fas-

MAIN WALK IN NAVAL· GROUNDS AT ANNAPOLIS.

West Point in tills respect, that while
summer is such a gay season at tho
latter place, It is very quiet at Aniiapo!,
It», the only gayety consisting .,In the
l>an<ls playing· an hour in the morning and
the .«ame in the afternoon, and· it is only
a linif band at that, one half bolng pit
on a holiday, Only the Plebe class spenda
the summer there. The upper classmen
go cruising early in June, by, way of

gaining a practical knowledge ot seaman¬
ship, and these cruises along the coasts
of the United States last till late In Au¬

gust, when the midshipmen come back
and are granted a month's furlough to 'go
home, so the academic year docs not

open till October 1st.
Meanwhile, however, the Ple/bes are be¬

ing intltlated into their new life. Once
a week they have battalion drill, but,
.with that exception, their exercises are

IMOTIGE.
Mr. Jac Wilson, former manager of the Richmond

Men's Shoe Store, is now located at his old stand, 311
East Broad Street.Economy Shoe Store.and. would be

pleased to see his friends.
Respectfully yours,'

JAC WILSON.

Î

Cut Tills Ad. Out
and mail to us with one Quaker Celatine cou¬

pon and we will count it as ten, votes in the
Teachers' Contest for the.$185 Diamond Ring,

KELLEY & DUDLEY.
1009 East Cary Street, - RICHMOND, VA.

tened up with brass, buttons, and It is a
far more suitable and comfortable dress
for summer than that .worn by West
Pointers, ' In cold weather they wear
suits of .ark navy blue..cloth.
There |3 art old vessel,", the "Santie,"

kept at Annapolis'as..«.''prison ship for
¦vniiddles" who commit- misdemeanors.
Also they have a monitor vessel, the
gunnery.-- They have -kumerous row
boats, .'.ttam launches, and other water
craft. Tho eight bells system (of which
??? read so much In nautical tales) is
practiced at tho Naval A'cadomy. They
divido the time Into periods of four
hours each, ringing a' bell every ..¿If
hour, which brings the eighth bell to
tho conclusion of the period, and then
they start, afresh; These- periods termi:,
nato at 12 M., i P. M., 8 P. M., 12 mid¬
night, 4 A, M. 8 A. M. etc. It sounded
quit« romantic and made me feel almost
as If I were on board "The Water Witch"
or some of Cooper's other, vessels.
Tho Academy has a beautiful ceme¬

tery, on a slope overlooking the- Severn
river, I never saw a greener, more shady
and.peaceful looking spot, arid it seemed
ko appropriate that the remains of the
naval officers and seamen should rest
in sight of the waters which had formed
their element in Ufo, Many of the monu¬
ments are handsomo and of an' elegant
simplicity, One, for instance, is a lurge'
shaft of gray granite, with an anchor
chiseled on the front of It, whilst an¬

other .consisted of a massive block of
granite surmountod by a large croas.
One monument (eroded by, his comrades)
marked the grave of a midshipman who
had died at eighteen, I visited the grave«
of tho two young midshipmen t'ho had
perished in the Missouri explosion last
spring, and found them decked with fremii
»lower«. I was told they.were kept co.i-

stantly bo by their comrades or rela¬
tives. As 1 stood above them, I invoiun»
tartly repeated the lino.
"Alas! how many hepes lie burled here,'

INDU-OENT.
In some respects the Naval Academy

Is rather-more indulgent to its pupils
than West Point Is, but, on the wnoin, .v
strict, discipline Is kept up, A dollar a

month Is given to, the "middle-" H<r

pocket money (which Is, no doubt, sup¬
plemented by their parents), and Ihr y
are allowed to go into town every patur.
day, where they can buy any lltcl» dill-
caoy they have the Inclination pr mean*

for. They seem to be good patrona pf
the ice-creami ealoons and, candy ?,-??ß.
If they are on the first conduct grade
they are allowed to take meals hi ? he
town with friends or relatives. French
Is the only study cowled·- on in summer,
and besides having a Preñen t anher,
I hey havp the assistance of .v phono,
graph Impressed with the proper .c_"»r,t.
Last winter the class graduated in

February, Instead o( waiting until Ju»e>

on account· of the government being In
euch preening need of naval officers. The
same thing will be done this cjming
February, but I do not know if it is to
be kept up longer. The regular er.urcO
at Annapolis is four years, and then ti«
graduates go on a two years' cruise hi
foreign water» before Chey arc consider¬
ed to have entirely completed their
course.
The Naval Academy at Annapolis ts of

far more recent origin than West pr.int,
having been founded there lu 1S45, taking
the place of several small naval schools
which were scattered at various points-
New Vork, Philadelphia, and Norfolk:
The Academy owes Its founda'.i'M ?

George Bancroft, secretary of war, i*
man not only of great scholarship, but
also of fine judgment and common sense.

He saw that separate schools without
organization- on-intelligence, constituted
as. appendages j(to navy yards and sea¬

going nienrof-war could produce-no sntls->
tactory'· results.
He also saw that the remedy-'for this

evil was to fix on a given point, suitably
located for learning seamanship, nnd lo
found there an academy wnera, the nvd-
í-hlpmen could have thorough nnd »in¬
dent training for their profession. Fort
Severn, at Annapolis, seemed, to offer the
most suitable location for this purpose.
It was an old army post,' bought by
the government In 1S0S, two sides of It
enclosed by a brick wall, and the other
two sides open to water.the Severn river.
and the arm of the, Chesapeake Bay that
ronns Annapolis harbor. It contained
officers' barracks and quarters sufficient'
for' the'new Institution In Its infancy.·.
Commander Franklin Buchanan-was made
the head of the new Naval. Academy. He
was born in Baltimore in 1SO0, entered the
service nt fifteen, gained a high repu¬
tation for skill and ability, and rose to

the grade of commander. Tho Nav.il
Academy was as fortunate' In having
such a head In Its Incipient', stages as

West Point was in the services br, Syl-
vanus Thnyer, 'Ifather of the' Academy."
At the breaking out of tlie Civil war

Buchanan went with the South, and
achieved still, further refiown In our gal¬
lant little navy, taking part in the fam¬

ous" "Merrlmac"· fight. The pressure of

Southern feeling in Maryland was so

great that it was deemed advisable to

move the Naval Academy to Newp u-t,

It. I'.; whero It remained till the strilo
was over. Tho government apprehended
the naval vessels at Annapolis being
seized and turned over to Southern use.

Strange to)say, tho Government which
acted so fatherly and liberal a part to¬

wards West Point was very slow and
apparently reluctant to recognize the im¬

portance of fostering and encouraging
the navy. Of late years, however, it

has awakened to the Importance of this,
and is taking vigorous measures yto ren¬

der the navy largo, efficient, and*power-
ful. When tho upper classmen return

from their crulss, there will bo between

eight and nine hundred midshipmen at

Annapolis. By the way, tho PUbes do

not look forward enthusiastically ·<? their
return, as hazing has not been so ef¬

fectually stamped out at Annapolis as at

West Point.

THIS IS YOUR DAY.
September 23d Is Virginia Day at the

St. Louis Exposition. It is the day of
days for Virginians. Rev. Herbert M.
Hopo will run a personally conductea
excursion on September 20th.
Ho will be glad to make arrangements

for those who will uso Pullmans as well
as for those who will use day coaches.
The excursion will be via the scenic

Chesapeake Bnd Ohio, the quickest, clean¬
est and best route. His coaoh will ,ba
attached to train No, ? at Richmond,
Parties from Norfolk will tnko tho car
thoro and other points on tho Una will
tako trills coach at tho station from which
they embrak. Vou will save money
and time by going with him, For par¬
ticulars, write Rov. Herbert M. Hope,
Room 30. Merohants National Bank build·.
Jpg, Richmond, Va,

CASTOR ??
For Infants and Children.

The Kind You Have Always Bought
Bears the j^W v/W^J?

kligüature ofWU^fA&£&t<
GO TO ST, LOUIS
VU C. A 0; Rout'«,.

Now. is the time to go to St. LouU to
se» the- World's Fair. The Kxpoeitlon is
af' Its height and dally attendance In¬
creasing.
C, & O, trains leave Richmond at 8:ft)

p, M. and 10:30 P. M. Ten-day coach ex¬

cursion«. Tickets on pale every Tuesday,
eiiurtest, quickest »nd best route·

««THE BELGIAIM WORKMAN."
(Copyrighted, 1004, by JOHN MITCHELL. All rights reserved.) _*fi_l

BRUSSELS. September XL.To the ·
traveller passing through Belgium, the
country appears to be one continuous
industrial town. Prom the car window
one sees nothing but cities,- towns and
villages, and one is rarely out of sight
of smoke stacks. With the exception
of certain small provinces, the whole of
Belgium-resembles nothing but a,cluster
of, mines, workshops and factories
around which the population of,tho coun¬
try is scattered. -,

To the American, accustonied to mag¬
nificent distances and large spaces, it
seems quite incomprehensible that the
Belgium population manages to exist
upon Its small territory. The -, whole
country is not much more than 100 miles
each way, not mti-h greater than a quar¬
ter of the State of Ohio, and in about
three hours on e ca ? traverso it In any
direction. Upon this small, area there
are almost 7,000,000 inhabitants and lue
population increases by leaps and
bounds. The birth rate. Is excessively
high, and in spite of the fact that the
country is more densely populated than
any part of Europe, except Saxony,
there seems to be more immigrants than
emigrants, ; Half of the people are Flem¬
ish and half are French; but both sec¬

tions of the population, w..o, by the
way live in perfect harmony and ac-

,cord, continue to increase In population'
with each year. '
With sudi a crowded population It is

natural that Belgulm should -b« a land
of cities. For the most part the people
gather Into cities and towns, and even,
the farming population is so dense that
there is no Isolation In .the lift. As one

passes through this country one can see

how carefully thta land Is cultivated.
The agricultural sections of tho country
are divided and sub-divided Into little
miniature farms, almost two-thirds ot
the farms being loss than' two ond one-

half acres in extent. Such a thing as a

large farm is almost unknown, not ono

in 300 having the area of an ordinary
homestead. The movcniont from the
country to the city is very easy because
of tho small area and the easy communi¬
cation, and as many of the, cultivators
of the soil do not own the land which
they work, tlte temptation to leave the
Held for the factory is correspondingly
great.

Everywhere In Belgium one sees evi¬
dences of tho utmost thrift nnd,economy
und the greatest possible utilization of
every available means of Increasing the
family income, Nothing seems to be
thrown away, and the cheapest moans
of productlan seem always to be-- used,
Thus in Belgium, dogs to a largo ex¬

tent take the placo of horses, The milk¬
man, the baker, the coal dealer, the sell¬
er of petroleum, and the vendor of small
articles, who cannot afford to feed a

horse, genorally goes about town with a

little cart drawn by. one of these strong
native dogs. Ono sees a dog harnessed
to the wagon either In front or below
the truck, and sometimes these dogs
draw as much as half a ton or even a

ton of coal. The dogs work willingly,
dragging their heavy loads from early
in tho morning until late at night, and
on tho whole they are well treated, But
the sight is not a pleasant one, for they ?

are often taxed beyond their strength
and (heir tongues hang out and their
bodies droup from exhaustion,
Next to the dogs, women are the hard¬

est worked creatures In Belgium. Often
u woman is harnessed with tv dog, Wo¬
men, In fact, are employed almost every¬
where.. Until within a few years.many
of them worked underground in tlija
mlnes; and even now there are many

thousands who do,the hard work of pick¬
ing slate upon the surface. In Liege we

saw a troop of women with little twt«
brushes clonning tho street in an enei-

getlo but highly Ineffective manner.
There wero fuly a score of them, and
although they wore paid only 30 cents a

day, it I« probable that'the work was

not only worse done, but was dearer
than It would have been In an Ameri¬
can oily where higher wages would "nave,
been paid and more modern méthode
used, V
The Belgians appear to be nut only

extremely .thrifty but to work «ulte con¬

tinuously: They do not work as hard
as does the American'workman, and they
accomplish very much less; but their
work extends through long, hours,' and
the pay for it Ih extremely small. Re¬
cently the government took « censúe of
the working people of Belgium and
printed a large report about the rates
of wages, the hours of labor nnd I lie
condition« of the workers generally.

From this report It appears that the
great majority of tho laboring popula¬
tion work from ten to cloven and a half
hours, and that only about one in ton
work less than ten hours.''The wages
aro extremely low.. !Of all tho working
people of, tho country (Including women
nnd children) engaged In private indus¬
tries, about, a quarter earn less than 40
cents a day, another quarter earn from
40 to'60 cents, and another quarter from
60 to SO cents. Less than one in six
earn o\er SO. cents a day. and less than
one in a hundred of the wholo working
population earn over $1.30 a day. Even
If,we take only the adult male workers,
the wages are very low. Only about ono
man in ten earns over 90 cents a day,
and only one In twenty earns over $1.20.
Tho wages, of women are naturally much
less. Almost a quarter;of all the'people
engaged In industrial enterprises aro-

women, and of these women about two-
fifths earn less than 30 cents a day and
nlno-tenths less than 50 cents a day. To
find a woman engaged In any private In¬
dustry earning over 51.00 a day is like
looking for a needle in a haystack, the
census showing that only one in 10,000
earn this magnificent salary. The boya
and girls under sixteen are. paid In pro¬
portion, ono quarter of them earning 10
cents a day or less, and only one-sixth
earning", as. much as 30 cents a day,
Ot course, one cannot straightway

compare Belgian or. In fact, any Conti¬
nental wages with those paid In Amer¬
ica. The conditions are different, tlie
standard of living Is different, and the
cost of the articles that the workmen
consume Is also different. It Is not true,
however, that the condition of tho work¬
men In Belgium, or, in fact, In any
Continental country. Is at all comparable
with that of workmen in tho United
States. Tho Belgians say that they earn
less but that it costs them less to Ilvo
but' tho truth Is that thoy live for less
because they live on less, in the mining
districts the workmen live in well-built
little brick houses, but thoy havo only a
few rooms to a family. The clothing Is
much cheaper, though also much poorer
In quality, ana articles of which labor
forms a largo part of the cost are also
generally cheapor. Tho ordinary arti¬
cles, howevnr, which' tho working man
must uso am almost, as dear, and In
some cases considerably clearer than lit
tho United Stuten. At Llego, for In¬
stance, wheat bread costs only from 2 1-2
to 3 cents a pound, but on the other
hand fresh eggs cost (In October) 3
cents apiece, fresh butter 28 to 30 cents
a pound; beef 23 to 26 cents a. pound;
pork chops from 16 to 17 cents a pound,
and lard from 9 to IS cents, according
to whether It is AmorlCHU or Belgian.
Other prices are equally comparable with
those In America,. Sugar costs from 5
to U cents a pound, rico from 3 to 8 cents
a pound, und potrolnum from 12 to 14
conts a gallon. In other words, unpre¬
pared food Is upon th cwhole as expen¬
sive, and In the ease of meat, butter and
eggs, more oxpenslvo than In the Uni.
ted States. In mnny parts of Belgium
the working men rarely obtain meat,
und then only the Inferior cuts, and
much of the lassitude and lank of energy
of the worker Is perhaps accountable to
tho ÍHüt that he Is undernourished.
There aro ninny urtlcles which Bol·

glum Is oblo to produce much moro
cheaply than the, United States, but In
other Industries tho» cost of production
Is greater than with us. To some ex-
U'nt this may bo duo to t|m low wages
of tho workman and the consequent In¬
effectiveness of his work. Low wuges
usually moan high cost of production
because tho work dono by cheap labor¬
ers is usually of a low grade. To some
extent, however, tho low wages aro duo
to the millier »turi resources of the
country. Near Llego we, visited a num¬
ber of coal mines and wero surprised to
find that fho veins of cual which wore
exploited wore su thin, so superimposed
upon euch other,, and at such u pitch,
that they could not havo been worked
at all In tho United States. In our soft
??a,? mines, the average putput per man
Is from throe to four tona por day.
but )n Belgium the average output por
man por day Is only about two-thlrda of
a ton. Tho Belgian miners earn only
$260 a year, which Is less than one-half
of what the American mii'ier receives,
but despite this fact tho cos) pf produc¬
ing coal at tho Belglun mines Is over

$2.50 per ton. while in tho United States
it Is not far from $1,00 per ton. ,

Upon the whole, tho conditions of th*
miners appear to be ¿lightly botter than

those of most -workmen in Belgium. The
wages are quite low,. averaging only
bout 85 cents per day, but the work Is
more regular than in American mines.'
In the mines.which wo saw, considera-.-
ble provisions had been made for the
comfort of the men. They went to their,
work in their ordinary clothe« and wash¬
rooms were provided for changing gar¬
ments and for cleaning whatever was
necessary. Provision was also made for
tho health of the miner while under-·.-
ground, so that the mines could be kept
in a sanitary condition 'and .thè men
rendered Immune as far as possible from
disease. Tills Is especially necessary In
the Continental mines, as many of the
workers suffer from the; worm dlseaso
which Is prevalent In these regions. The
mines which wo saw had small hospital«',
and men who wore injur/d were paid.,
from a. fund to which both mine'owners
and miners contributed.
To a considerable1. extent the work-

men of Belgium are united Into trades-
unions. For a long time they havc.beçn¦'.
organized politically, forming ? a part of
the powerful Socialistic party lri that'-
country, and the co-operative societies
have also formed a nucleus about which..'
the Belgian working men have' grouped
themselves. The co-operative movement-
is very successful in Belgium, and av
considerable part of the profits fromi
co-operation have been devoted to the ..';.
education of the working classes, and to'
Improving their conditions generally.
The trade union movement itself is rap-;
idly gaining ground. In 1902 there were
over .100,000 unionists, who' were repre¬
sented In a congress of working men,
and this number did not Include forty
organizations which failed entirely to
put In an appearanoe. Many' of theeeV
unions are Spclallstlc In politics, but
others belong to the Catholic party.;
others to the Uberai party, whilst still
others are neutral politically! The gain
In membership /during the year 1902 wae »

over 10,000, or more than 10 per cent,
of the membership of the yoar preceding...

Decplte tlio largo number of women

/workers, the organization among them-,
'appears to .__ retarded, In 1903 there-
were only 3,600, women .organized and,,
represented at the congress·, the percent¬
age of women unionists beliig smaller for
Belgium than for most other countries.
Organization, however,; has begun to take,
root throughout the whole working class,|
and a steady growth In the number« and'
In the power of the unions is expected'.^
by the" leaders In this movement." ->

JOHN .MITCHELL,,
Ili collaboration with Walter BJ. Weyl.

CONFEDERATE VETERAN'S REUNION
LYNCHBURQ, VA., SEPT. 14-16TH.

$4.00 ROUND TRIP, $4.00.
VIA

NORFOLK <_ WESTERN RAILWAY,
Tickets will be sold September 13th and·

14th, good for return passage until Sep¬
tember 18th, 1901.
The Norfolk and Western Railway via'

Peter-burg, Is tho only lino operatine
three dolly trains between Richmond and
Lynchburg. Leave Richmond 9:06 A. M., (
12:10 P. M., and 9:30 P. M. Pullman par-,
ior and sleeping cars.
For tickets, Pullman reservatlont

and further Information apply to
Richmond Transfor Company, ticket
agent Byrd Street Station, or at Com¬
pany'« office, No 838 East Main
Street. -NO. E. WAGNER,
C. H, BOSLET. City Pa««. Agent.

Diet. Pass. Agent.

??ß-????__·
Bunt.» _/»ìlw W"j ft" Ha« Ahffjjjg Bo#t
Blfosturt

I desire to notify my friends and
tho public that I am now with.
Meears, Ellison & McCaw, and will
be pleased to have their orders for

COAL AND WOOD.
W.S.AYRES,

Formerly with
W, S. DANIEL * CO. ami WAHAU-t

??????.


