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How to Reduce Rents.
Every now and then some esteemed

correspondent begs Tho Tlmcs-Dispatch to

raise Its voice against "high rents.'

There never was a tenant, but thought
hV rent's were too high: there never was

a. landlord but thought the rents too

low. There never was a tenant but wfiuM
get his rent ns low ns possible; there

never was a landlord but would charge

as' much for his property as it would

bring. Wc do not refer to the few who

build and rent houses for tho sake of

Philanthropy. As a rule, those who- have

real estate to rent endeavor to get the

highest market price. It would be absurd

for The Times-Dispatch therefore to make

nn appeal to thoso In Richmond who

have houses for rent voluntarily to. re¬

duce their rates. We might as well urge

merchants to sell goods at less than the

market price. Business is not done on

that principle cither in Richmond or else¬

where.
But there Is a way to get rents reduced;

there is a way to supply the man In mod¬

erate circumstances with a comfortable
home at a moderate price, and that way

is to build more houses.

Now we. are approaching the main point,
now we are coming to one of the strong¬

est arguments in behalf of annexation.

There should be more desirable building

lots in Richmond. There is plenty of land

in nnd around Richmond where cheap
houses may be built, but it is not within

the corporation, it is not provided with

city conveniences and flro and police pro¬

tection, and with the difficulty of obtain¬

ing servants it is almost impossible for

families in city life to get along,
without the conveniences of a city home.

Richmond ought to Jake in plenty of

territory It Is better to take in hoo
much than too little, for when we en-

largo this timo it will bo many years

before we will be permitted again to ex¬

tend our borders. With plenty of subur¬

ban property within tho corporation, tho

city and the property owners may co¬

operate in making streets and 'putting
in tho necessary conveniences, and cheap
nnd desirable houses will then go up as

rapidly as the demand will justify. Some

people talk as though the'kind to be an¬

nexed will bo altogether a burden. In

pojnt of fact, It will be a revenue pro-,

ducer. True, for five years tho revenue

will be used to improve the territory,
and give It city conveniences, but will
not that be a good investment for Rich¬
mond? Will it not bo enhancing taxable
values and will not the new territory
be a valuable acquisition after it has

been improved and when It begins to pay
full taxes?
Take In plenty of land and glvo the

people plenty of cheap lwusUSCS.

Virginia Patriots.
The reunion in this city Inst night of

the members of ihe Virginia Constitu¬
tional Convention of l»01-'2 was ;\ notable
and memorable occasion. It has boon
characteristic of the men of all genera¬
tions to "point with pride" to their an¬

cestors and t'j shako their heads unit

say' that the men of past generations
were greater than the inon of tho present.
There have Been many distinguished
gathering* of distinguished men In mo

Old Dominion since tho days that she
beeanie. a State, but we believe that, tnKo
them all In all. there never was iisse
hied in this good State a body of men

more able, more patriotic, better equip¬
ped to discharge tho duties of the 6'ci
slon or more conscientious In the <us-

chnrge of those duties than the m

who composed the Constitutional Co
vention o'f Mifll-'2. We gr> farther, and
say that we believe that no body ot men
assembled In Virginia for a great work
ever liu.i more ditllriilt problems to S01VC,
ever solved their problems better, or per-
¦formed a better public service than the
patriots jvho composed this convention.
We say this not for the take of bellow¬

ing praise, although it is always pleasing
to-The Tlmes-Dlsputeli to be able to be¬
stow praise upon Virginians, but for thy.
sttke o'j maklhg a moid to be preserved
JIJ lho\'l»Is'tory of this State. True, we

havo ji'aid somelliing of tho Bftnie suit

before,,' Hlnce JVC llrst becofiie acquainted
with' t,h<- deicgatfvi to the convention wo
have l^'id no uoubt of l)uvir -ability, their
devotion" to (lut*' and their patriotism;
but iho Constitution' which they framed
and proinulgaud was ut the first un ^iji-
tried experiment, it has now been In
operation sufficiently long'lor a fair test,
and upori this occasion it seems rlgfil and
dt;6lrablo tor a. :iuv;u;af-cr published ut

the sent of government to record the fact
liial tho Constitution In Its operation has
been eminently successful and satisfac¬
tory. The work of the convention has

been tested; It has stood tho test, and
we pronounce. It good.

It whs well that the surviving members

of the convention should form themselves
Into an association; It Is well for them
to moot from year to year nnd enjoy
each others' society, nnd In a friendly
nnd Informal way discourse upon topics
rvf public Interest and exalt and exploit
those principles which mako for clean

politics, public .morals, good Rovemment
and pntriotlc endeavor. The rVunlon Inst

night wns altogether delightfulTmd profit¬
able, nnd w-o l^opo. that there will bo

many happy returns'of the occasion.

The City's Standard.
Now thnt the Jefferson Hotel Is to bo

restored.how delightful that sounds!.
the whole community should bo inspired,
nnd we believe will be inspired, to make

the city of Richmond more beautiful nnd
moro attractive than over. The Jefferson
will be an ornament to Richmond, nnd

Richmond must keep pace. The Jefferson
will be a model of beaut}- and cleanliness,
nnd as a city Richmond should live up to

the standard. The Jefferson will attract

thousands of visitors, persons coming;
from all sections of the. country to see

Richmond, and it should bo our pride,
as It will be our profit, to show them a

city beautiful, n city with clean streets

nnd parks adorned and beauty spots ana

fine scho.ol buildings well Itept, and espe¬

cially a city of ornnto and comfortable
homes.
When the Jefferson Is restored thcro

will always bo a large number of critical

'sightseers, nnd Richmond will bo on ex¬

hibition. Let us begin right now to pre¬
pare our clt>; for dress parade. fto time

is to bo lost*. Throughout tho year 100?
Richmond will bo overrun with visitors,
with those who will come Into tho State
to enjoy the Jamestown celebration, and

thoso who will come to attend tho Epis¬
copal G*eneral Convention, and we should

during that year have an exposition o£
our own.not such a show as It is pro¬
posed to give at Sewell's Point, but the

exposition at large of a prosperous, pro¬
gressive nnd ornato city. There will be

no doubt about the beauty and attractive¬
ness of our central hotel, but ono hotel
does not make a city.
Let us mako the whole city beautiful

and attractive, and in every way in keep¬
ing with the Jefferson Hotel.

Another Study in Grammar.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
.Sir,.In'tho editorial columns this morn¬

ing, you discuss a question of grammar,
using as tho basis of your remarks a

faulty sentence from the New York Sun.
You aro quite correct in asserting thnt
the subjunctive should be employed In the
sentence quoted, but did you not make a

slip in calling were a present subjunctive?
If you will refresh >our memory'on the
use of tenses In conditions contrary to
fact, I think you will see that the past
(imperfect) and not the present subjunc¬
tive, should be employed to denote a sup¬
position impliedly false in present time.
Surely yov would write quasi esset homo
sceleratus? .et impius, since'sit-would im¬
ply a future condition. Thus, again, you
would write si dor mlret and not dormlat
for "if he were asleep," since si dormlat
would mean "If he should-bo asleep.^' The
Sun would probably not use erat, neither
Ought the Sun to use sit, but esset. tot de¬
note a condition of unreality In present
time. The subjunctive past should also
be employed to denote a wish "unacc'om-
pushed in present time, -Thus utlnam
essem and not slm would mean "I wish I
were." Respectfully,

ROBERT LEE BLANTON.
Suffolk. Va., March 15,. 1906.
Our correspondent Is technically correct,

but by rereading the article in Tho Times-
Dispatch ho will observe that we were

discussing the sentence under review
rather than tho technical form. In,say¬
ing that tho expression "if he were

alsccp" was a subjunctive present we ex¬

plained that It had the significance of a

present tense, tho meaning being "if ho
were now asleep," but '"he is not now

asleep." In Latin the unreal conditional
takes the Imperfect or pluperfect sub¬
junctive, the Imperfect referring to tlio
present time, the pluperfect to the past
time; In other words, the imperfect sub¬
junctive, when employed as in this sen¬

tence to denote an unreal conditional of
tho present is, In fact, a present tense
and while, us our correspondent says,
the imperfect form should bo used, the
fact which we emphasized is not altered
that, although the form Is past, the sig¬
nificance la present. Our whole purpose
was to wliow the difference between the
expression, "if ho was asleep," which re-

lutes clearly to a past condition; and
"if he were.asleep;" which relates clear¬
ly to a present condition. Our intelligent
correspondent understands this quijo well
and on this point there Is no difference
between him and The Times-Dispatch.
We thank him for refreshing our memory
on the Latin forms.

There Are Others.
While rejoicing over the Jefferson, let

us not forget thnt there are other hotels
In Richmond, and they' are fine. The
more good liotels we have, however, the
better It will be for Richmond, and tho
better It will be for the hotels. Ono good
hotel helps another. *

Japan Wins.
We repent, Japan has destroyed the

Russian fleet, captured Port Arthur and,
ctlcally driven Kuropatkin out of Man¬

churia. That Is all that sho set out to
do. Why then has she not won her fight?
Ami why is it not time for Russia to sue

for pence? And If she does not do so, Is
It not time for iho powers to Interfere?

It looks as If Rev. Cordova were likely
to bo put wheni he couldn't elope again
for at least another year.

Franco's attitude on the financial ques¬
tion may proyUto Russia with tho hec*««
sitry excuse.

fOH RHEUMATISM

BANQUET WAS A
! NOTABLE AFFAIR

(Continued from first I'ngo.)
on reception, "and they all noted their
parts Well. /
Tonsltnnstcr \Stuh.i't and the speakers

were upon an elevated" platform and their
table was fairly londed with flowers as
were indeed nil thoso In the hall. Tnll
growing palms were ranged around the
wnlls, while Virginia and United Stales
flngs flouted from almost every quarter
of the room.
Governor Montague, who Bpoko v on

"Virginia," sat Immediately nt Mr.
Stuart's right and at his left was Mr.
Joseph Bryan,' who responded on behalf
of tho Invited'guests. Tho other regu¬
lar speakers wero rangod along tho tablo
on/ either side.
Emmctt B. Falson, ono of the bright¬

est pages in tho Convention, now grown
almost to manhood, wns present and it
doveloped that ho Is still a prime favorite,
with tho members..

Speaking Begins.
It was 10:30 o'clock when Toastmaster

Stuart rapped for order nnd extended ti

henrty greeting to tho assembled guests.
Tho remarks of Mr. Stuart were elo¬

quent nnd timely and were loudly cheer¬
ed. He spoke In part ns folows:
The first popular demonstration of ap¬

proval of tile new Constitution oM ;-
glnln came almost nt the hour Of Its
birth In the form of a banquet *cn<lered
to the mailers-of that nstrument by
lending citizens of tho capital city. This
gracious manifestation of confhlenco and
good will, coming from a source bo ropre-
sWatlvc of tho best thought of the .State,
was accepted, alike ns n. high testimonial
of good deeds faithfully performed, and
as a fair prophecy of better things to

°""\Ve are not met to fellcdtato ourselves
on tho- excellencies of the Constitution,
though, In this, the third year of Us life,
we mav look wlt'i pardonable prldo ana
satisfaction on improved systems, Willi
reduced cost of administration; on largely
Increased revenue, wun lightened burdens
on the Individual lux-payer; on an ample
treasury, giving tho means to cstabiisn
long-needed improvements nnd to answer
the call of our public institutions for
necessary enlargement and betterment;
on strengthened credit to the State and
stability to her securities, nt homo and
abroad. :
"But it Is riot these things I daro say

which most press upon tho minds and
hearts of those assembled here to-night,
nor is it indeed the enjoyable social
features of the occasion, but rather it Is
the vista of our retrospect. Wo think or
that bright June clay, when ono hundred
of Virginia's chosan sons gathered in the
old Capitol, whose walls are so suggest!vd
of the proud traditions and sacred mem¬
ories ov a great Commonwealth, in tie

very shadow of thoso splendid effigies,
which, even in silent and Bombro bronze,
seems to stand as sentinels oyer the her¬
itage bequeathed us. There stands tho
man whose matchless eloquence inspired
the man -whose genius conceived; the man
whoso noble heroism achieved, and the
man whose mighty intellect expounded
the chart of human rights, which em¬
bedded -n tho Federal Constitution, nas

brought under Its uegis eighty millions of
the happiest and freest people on the
globe.
"Assembled on such a spot, -with the

voice of tho peop.e crying aloud for do-
llveranco ficm an alien constitution which
hnd brought In its train evils past endur¬
ance, and for the restoration, 'as far as

might be, of civil conditions which lay at
the base of the best civilization Virginia
ever saw, there was no lack of inspira¬
tion for the loftiest endeavor. Tn that
solemn hour new vows of fidelity wero
registered, and the fires of a fervid pa¬
triotism were rekindled in every loyal and
courageous heart. In what measuro that
body caught the spirit of the people, and
In what measure that spirit was reflected
in the instrument of their hand, It Is not
for us to say, but it is for us to hope, aye
confidently to trust? that the people have
discerned in the lines.of the new organic
law, tho faithful orswer lo their petition
nnd are already realizing the glorious
fruitage of their hopes."

The Governor Speaks.
When tho Governor arose he was re¬

ceived with -warm applause, and when
it had subsided sufficiently, ho very grace¬
fully acknowledged the honor done h'm
by tho gentleman of the convention. Ad¬
dressing himself to his theme, "Virginia,"
the Governor eulogized the name, which
he said meant one thing to one person
and another to another at various times
ih Its history.
In sketching the history of the old Com¬

monwealth, ho did so In a series of pic¬
tures of the great epochs In Its history,
and of the men whoso names wero linked
with those epochs. Beginning with the
Jamestown settlement, he referred to Ba¬
con's robelllon as the first great expres¬
sion of the Anglo-Saxon spirit In this
country, and traced tho career of the
greatest of tho Commonwealth's through
the days antedating the revolution, when
.Virginia's' son. Mason, had drawn tho
chart of human rights, and later when
Jefferson had proclaimed a nation's in¬
dependence. To George Rogers Clarke,
another of Virginia's sons, the Governor
attributed the fact iiiat tho St. Law-
renc* River, Instead of the Ohio, marked
tho northern boundary of tho nation. Con¬
tinuing, tho Governor culled the glorious
roll ot tho epoch making sons of Virginia,
and enumerated their contributions to the
glory of tl(o American Commonwealth,
coming down to tho nineteenth century,
nnd i\s galaxy of greatness In peaco and
war.
Referring to the Constitutional Conven¬

tion of 1001-02, tho Governor declared that
their work represented the best of tho
hr-st people of tho 1)cst times in the his¬
tory of this Commonwealth. There might
havo -been and there might .still too dif¬
ferences of views concerning phases of
tho work of tho convention, but it wns

lit such differences that tho best work
of constructive stntomuiiBhlp wns

wrought out. "Your Instrument is destlnoil
to play a great part In the history of
this Commonwealth. Its full acceptance
mr.y be a matter of time, but It Is a

sure growth." Referring to his own np-.
provnl of the Constitution and his ofll-l
clal part In making It the organic law
of the Commonwealth, the Governor as¬

sured his hearers that so far as tho Ex¬
ecutive Department of the government
could give It forco It had been given with
pleasure and with pride. He closed with
a spltndld apostropho to patriotism, that
patriotism that looks upon an opportu¬
nity as a duty everywhere. He predicted
whatever' emergency or exigency might
iirlse the people ol Virginia would go
forward courageously to meet It, In tho
future as In the past.
Tho Governor was warmly applauded in

the ccurso of his fifteen mlnuto speech,
nnd was given a warm demonstration
when h». closed and resumed his seat.

Constitution's Blessings.
Major William A. Anderson followed

tho Governor, and the "lame llpn of Lex¬
ington" was accorded a fluttering recep¬
tion, «

Major Anderson spoke In part as fol¬
lows:
"We are met to-night to renew pleas¬

ant associations a; 1 keep allvn tho me|i-
ory of arduous-labors nhared In the ac-

compllshment of a great achievement,
"The Virglri-la Convention and the Con-

st tut Ion'.Til' ittfil-'2 murk a momentous
cm in the! history of the Commonwealth.

.»' j' ?"'-' *

"If you. would ask mo to point out the
features of that instrument which aro
must/ conspicuous for their wisdom and
most worthy of commendation, viewing
It through the prospective of more than
two and a liulf years since It went Into
operation, l would say that- they are
I lies.-:

"I That It gives lo Virginia what
competent authority has pronounced to
bo ilie beet My.Btem of luxation and
flria.\i:e jet embodied in tho Constitution

<5
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of any Amor loan Stale.a system which,
Introduced by degrees, can bo fuliy,In¬
augurated In a'decade from this time.

? » ..» ? * .

"I now conio to the most important
and far-reaching of nil the reforms em¬

bodied In this admirable instrument. It

Is that which, ns far as It can bo ac¬

complished Without conflict with tho war
amendments-to the.Federal Constitution.
Bccuros tho .^nst/paramountcy nnd right¬
ful supremacy of the Cnticnslon race In
this Commonwealth. While it does this,
It safeguards the colored peoplo of tho
Stale In' all of their personal and their
civil rights. #w fully as it protects tho
Caucasian rac'o' In the enjoyment of these

"Ah far as'could well be provided for
In tho prescrlpt-'of the funcnmental law
of. a State, it discourages nnd prohibits
all illegal and corrupt practices In con¬

nection with oloctlons, In recognition of
tho truth that if the. sources of ubllti-
cal and governmental power become cor¬

rupted, tho docadence and degradation of
tho peoplo will.speedily follow.Indeed,
have already begun." * * * *

What the Mayor Said.
Tho band struck tip. "Dixie" when

Major Anderson concluded and tho audi¬
ence went wild with delight.
Mayor McCarthy followed and his

speech was a decided hit and was en¬

thusiastically received.
Tho Mayor spoke of men In all walks or

life who wore .¦benefactors, men or tno

farm. men. of the forge, and all whoso
service benefited mankind. Thoso'com¬
manded respect and honor for <."«» 'JJ".!
but, declared he: "What shall bo said of
the man who Jn the dark recesses of h s

brain rreii-'es.: happlnos l'«nc* "y.'*^'!"tentmont for thoso hitherto d'stiossed.
or who plans and completes schemes to

produce thousands of happy men whero
all were before unhappy- *' .?s~.,romake' our material comforts and -secure

our bodily welfare deserve to * honored,
how shall we sufficiently commend,those
who lead a great commonwealth out 01

a ong perlodg6f doubt and aPP.henslon
Into the happy fields where hope and
Inspiration bud into energy, entei prise,
success and. prosperity? ,,,... ,.i,n

1 have the honor to address those, who
by tEofr faithful, 'ilntolllgeiit and ef¬
fective labors .nave changed the People of
this commonwealth from n mulUtudo suf¬
fering under dread upjirchonsloris and
forebodings into a people who feel them-
selves /free to cost aside their fears onu

face (he future' with »°.»mP,S:
honslon of its brilliant possibilities arid
alluring hopes. :. ..-*'¦ ,,_v.Speai?lnc for the community. I JiaAO
¦the honor to represent. I do not hesitate
to say that the wrirk of the Constitutional
Convention has produced a nowjr^BYom
the attitude of a>people warding otT
nnd pravlng that..wo may kC'sparod.^u"?", eakabie woe. we are changed, and once

more assume our place In the front nnk
of endeavor., wltrfMofty alms, with bound¬
less liorie. and with undaunted courage.
It is not unfaiir.to assert that nothing
which has occurred '^W'S^iSchanged tho asDeot of life as the rebel

which has beon afrorded to our people toy
tho work.of.-the recent Constitutional Con-

VTilchmond greets-with enthusiasm and
with Ki-atltude;-the, representatives of the
peoplf oftl s-coniWonwealth, and rejoices
with them that tho prospect for-us and
our children Is unspeakably brighter and
moro assured' than any of us have for
many years dared to hope it is fitting
and ni-oper that those who have ac-

compEl this great redemption -should
niriin nssemb o at tho scene ot tneir

fborns, arid In the city which .receives
noble impulses from every ?.%<*lon°l V£
«itute moulds them Into f rm. well-de¬
fined sentiments and laws, and sends
them out again to bless and preserve and
.ennoble tho people of/tho commonwealth

°r"TheelnMinorlty of' the Convention;
Though tast to Fame, to Memory Dear,
was the text of Judge Wm, Gordon Rob¬
ertson's toast, but ho was preyened
from speaking on .account of PhV"'^ n

'"-

abUity. Judge Robertson Is In the city,
but was unwell when he left his home.

Mr. Bryan Speaks.
Mr. Joseph Bryan spoke to "Our

Guess, Who Taught TJs How to be

Hosts" and he was given a splendid

''The'Znd hud to be Invoked before

the speaker could proceed, so prolonged
was tho applause.
Mr. Bryan declared that he and his

associates would hope for an opportunity
to again entertain the convention, v

He praised Richmond people and their

accomplishments in a very happy man¬

ner, and when ho came to speak of some

of her great lawyers who were guests,
among them Judge .U I* Lewis, there

was loud applause.
"But I would much prefer to speak of

tho Constitutional Convention," ho said,
and then he proceeded to lay a splendid
tribute at the feet of tho members for
their work.
Mr. Bryan declared that tho greatest

work of the body. In his Judgment, wns
tho fair and honorable and complete set¬
tlement of the sirffnngo question.
In closing, tho speaker paid a glowing

trlbuto to Toustmastor Stuart, #o whom
lie referred as ono of, those "sturdy Vir¬
ginians of tho blue grass region." <;Ho
mild he had been' surprised at the 'elo-
quont address mado by Mr. Stuart, nnd
ho told a Joko on tho latter about j>mo-
tlclng. his speech aloud In his room, and
his old servant saying: "I noyer heard a
mnn pray as hard tis Mr. Stuart In my
life."
Mr. Bryan urged, amid great cheering,

that on the next occasion of tho kind tho
present guests should bo the hosts.

A Modern Constitution.^
Hon. Charles .V.-'Meredith spoke on
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"A Modern Constitution," and his bffort
wns an able, eloquent treatlso on the
great wonk ot tho body of which ho was
n distinguished lender.
Speaking ot tho corporation article and

of the liability of employers for injuries
to employes through nofillgcnco of it. fel¬
low-servant, he said:
"By Article 12 ot the Constitution you

introduced an absolutely new feature or
power Into the govornment ot this State,
for you therein declared tho necessity
for a control over corporations, which
could not bo entrusted to legislative ac¬
tion. You required that corporations
should bo created by general laws." You
created that body known us the Corpo¬
ration Commission. That department
has been so much under the public eye,
and has beeil the subject of So much pub¬
lic illscusulon, and so universally ap¬
proved by Iho people, that no word of
praise need ho spoken of It. Personally
of such Importance do 1 deOm this de¬
partment tnat hereafter In casting my
vole for Governor, 1 shall be greatly
guided by what 1 shall hcltovo such can¬
didate will do ns to this department, for
1 believe the appointment upon this com-
mission to bo one of, If not the most
important, of the gubernatorial duties. .,

"In that nrtlclo you not only Baw fit to
attempt to put an end lo tho oppressions
upon business and the Irresponsible con¬
duct of corporations, hut you offered pro¬
tection to a class ot people, whose lives
are always amid danger, n.nd so often
end In death, You forbado tho applica¬
tion of the doctrine of fellow-servant to
railroad employes. Surely It George Ma¬
son was right In ombodying In his Bill of
Bights, tho declaration tluit no man's
property should bo Uikcn without duo
compensation, you wero Justified In for¬
bidding the application ,of any rulo of
law, preventing- tho recovery of compen¬
sation for tho negligent taking of Ufo
or limb." j ***i*u4

Letter From Mr. Goode.
Mr. Stuart paid a dellcato tribute to

President Goodo, who was detained at
his home by sickness, and ho then read
tho lettor from tho beloved and voteran
leader.
Tills letter expresses the deepest-, regrot

thai ho is prevented by nlcknss from at¬
tending. In addition he writes:
This is a great and grievous disappoint¬

ment to me, as 1 had looked forward with
the most pleasurable anticipation to the
time when 1' could enjoy tho opportunity
of again greeting my former colleagues
In person, and reviewing to some extent
tho pleasing associations ot tho punt.
u?crmlt mo to say, that I shall ever

cherish among the proudest recollections
of my life, the high distinction conferred
by my-unanimous election ns the Presi¬
dent ot that honorable body, and novor
cun 1 forget wrftlo memory iperforms Its
functions, the uniform kindness and
courtesy extended to mo'by all the mem-
(bers without distinction of party.
Mr. Goode devotes much of his letter

to a discussion of tho now constitution,
and what it has done for tho State. He
says In iwirt: v ''¦..,,. ,,.
The Convention has accomplished its

work, and passed into history. As it was
not my province to tako an active part
in its proceedings, It may perhaps not
no Inappropriate for -me to say that its
members have builded better than they
* While tho Revised and Amended Consti¬
tution Is not altogether perfect, and may
not bo entirely acceptable In every le-

spect. It is. in my opinion, the best Con¬
stitution that could have ibeon framed
under -the circumstances by which jou
were surrounded. .'.i,,t.,v
You have made wise and salutary

changes in the legislative, executive.and
judlclul departments. You have reduced
the rate of taxation, and diminished the
expenses ot government. You havo mado
valuable reforms In the organizl tlorr of
the counties, and In tho government of the
cities and towns. You have devised a

just and equitable system of taxation, and
.by adopting a new plan of milking ex¬

emptions, nave added largely to the tax¬
able values of the State. You hayo pro¬
vided a plan for the management of public
institutions -and; prisons, which will not
only Inrprovo their efficiency, but remove
them entirely from tho domain of party

'"you^ have made it mandatory upon tho
Ueheral Assembly to enact laws prevent¬
ing all trusts, combinations and mondpo-
lies. inimical to the public welfare. You
have awakened renewed interest In tne
.acred cause of education, and havo great¬
ly, improved the public school system
throughout tho State. You have created
a Corporation Commission with the power
of supervising, regulating and controlling
all transportation and transmission com¬

panies, in all matters relating to their
public duties, and their charges for the
same This Commission was not created
*fo« the purpose of embarrassing the cor-

worations in the -performance of their
Important public functions, but to pro¬
tect the people from.posslblo unreasonable
ard unjust exactions. It has thus far
nerformed Its important duties with ex-

Septfonal fairness' and. ability, nnd has
brought Into the treasury of the State
several hundred thousand dollars of ad¬
ditional revenue. »*.

"Our Further Duty.
Loud applause greeted tho reading of

Mr Goodo's letter, and HAn. R. Walton
Moore spoke of "Our Further Duty to tho

Premising his short and hrilliant speech
with the humorous 'statement that no

ono could doubt but the Constitution
seemed to bo working well to-night. Mr.
Moore, brought frequent; applaime by his
references to practical benefits flowing
from tho now instrument.'"..
Grouping the subjects of transportation,

education and good roads, ho eloquently
outlined the great results already tho

State, was experiencing physically, finan¬
cially, Intellectually and morally.
Judge Berryman Groen followed Mr.

Moore, and his subject was "Tho Influ¬
ence of tho Constitution of 1002 Upon tho
Political Morality of tho State."
Judge Green said when ho first came to

the convention he used to seo in tho

papers every day what a horribly corrupt
city Norfolk was, but that under tho new

Constitution Norfolk had cotno to bo

as pure as Sodom and Gomorrah. This
hit at tho political morals of the sea¬

side* city created" great laughter.
Judge Green's effort was ono of char-

nctorlstlc flro and eloquence, and ho stir¬
red his hearers to a high pitch of enthu¬
siasm.
As tho speaker pointed out tho wonder¬

ful Improvement In suffrago conditions
undor a purified electorate, his andlenco
responded with great vigor.
Ho Intorspersod his remarks with wltl-

clsms and humorous references, for which
he Is fumotiH, and though tho hour, was

lato, overy one scorned highly entertained.
Judgo Groon predicted that If properly

executed the Constitution, would contlnuo
to exert a powerful and refreshing Influ¬
ence upon tho political conditions of tho

StHon A. C. Braxton was tho'lnst regular
sneaker. His toast was "Tho Corporation
con mission." Ho wns brilliant and elo¬

quent as usual, and created wonderful
enthusiasm. . ,

Corporation Commission.
Mr. Braxton s'poko m part as follows:
Mr Toustmastcr.-Aa moat of you have

already heard mo discuss tho Stato CprpQ-
ratton Commission as an institution. I

presume that this toast hr^ reTorenco
to tho personnel of tho commission and
H AsV°a ^rule. I do not llko toaBts, and
would gladly Join uny society for their
suppression; but, fis It seems that wo

must havo toasts, I know of no subject
for one moro acceptable to me than Tho
Virginia Corporation Commission."
*».?..??*
Tho principles Invoked by tho advo¬

cates of tho commission, at tho tlmo, of
Its creation' by tho Constitutional Con¬
vention, tiireo years ago, have now found
their full vindication'not only In tho well
nigh universal sentiment of tho Ameri¬
can peoplo upon tho question of govern¬
ment regulation of railroads, hut In tho
aetuul operation of the Virginia Cotm-
mission, '.'"'.¦ ..'.
After two yours Of public service; tlio Vir¬

ginia Commission has succeeded in-gain¬
ing tho confidence of all. Whoso' business
brings thoni beforp It, and its reputation,
for promptness, 'thoroughness, fairness,
ability, Is-'nqjy established-throughout tho
Commonwealth on'.tho strongest and .surest
foundations.
t . * ??¦.-?¦ » * ¦?¦

Aside from Us functions of regulating

APENTA
HUNGARIAN NATURAL APERIENT WATER,

"

uses. mr-~*
For occasional or habitual constipation.
As a safe, ordinary, and gentle laxative.

To relieve the kidneys.
In bilious attacks and disorders of the

liver.

For improving the complexion.
For persons inclined to inflammation,

congestion, and gouty or rheumati:
disorders.

In fatty degeneration of various organs.

Against undue deposition of fat in gen¬
eral, arid the evil consequences of
indiscretion in eating or drinking.

a " «. Serine*. B«<» M. '^j,fc^iK *Mn",l ^Aiids8"I2»2 ..iwut.it*! "iritis
Iff A.+xzX-ity

ORDINARY DOSE:

A Wineglassful before Breakfast.

Cheap, Effective, Palatable.
public service corporations, tho Virginia
Corporation Commission has shown It¬
self to bo, by far, tho greatest revenue

producer over connected with our Stale
government.
From sources not heretofore touched,

and without creating a burden, of which
anyone has made, or'could make, the
slightest complaint, this commission has
brought Into tho public treasury, each
fiscal year, moro money than enough 10
cover tho entire costs of fho Constitu¬
tional Convention, In addition to defraying
several tlmea over, the amount of its own
salaries and expenses.
Telegrams of regret were read from

Senator Daniel and Hon. A. P. Thorn,
stating that they wcr» unable to bo pres¬
ent. ', They were both down for regular
speeches.
The body then arose, and standing in

silence drunk "to tho. memory of our col¬
leagues gone before."
And thus ended-in tho early morning

ono of the most pleasant occasions wit¬
nessed in Itlchmond In many years.

Those Who Attended.
The members of tho convention who

were present wore as follows: Otway S.
Allen, "W. A, Anderson, John S. Bnnbour,
Joseph L, Barham, M. H. Barnes, Robert
W. Blair. W. IL Boar, Wood Bouldln,
A. C." Braxton, D.. Tucker Brooke, John
Thompson Brown, William E Cameron,
Clarence J. Campbell, P. W. Campbell,
Hill Carter, Hunter B. Chapman, W. L.
Cobb, D. Q. Eggleston, B. J. Epee, Henry
Fairfax, Albert Fletcher, H. D. Flood, G.
T. Gornett, Carter Glass, B. T. Gordon,
James WJ Gordon. R. Lindacy Gordon,
Berrymnn Green, Roger Gregory, T. L.
Gwyn,- Alexander Hamilton, Goodrich
Kntton. J. M". Hookor, Bppa Huntbn, Jr.,
J. H. Ingram, Clagget B. Jones George-B.
Kcezelt, Gllmor S. Kendall, A. T. Lincoln,
J. H. Lindsay, E. H. Lovcii, Richard Mc-
Ilwalne, Charles V. Meredith, Thomas ."
Mbncure, R. Walton Moore, James Mun-
dy, D. C. 0' Flaherty, John Garland. Pol¬
lard, W. N, Portlock, W. Gordon Ro^ort-
eon, Joseph SUjbblns, Henry C. Stuart.
J. B. T. Thornton, Robert Turntoull. Gor¬
don L. Vincent, S. P. Waddlll. C. Harding
Wallcer, N. B. Westcott, J. M. xWillis,
George D. Wise, Eugene Withers, Jona¬
than Woodhouse, W. T. Yancey.
Tho invited guests present were: John

P. Branch, John L. Williams. E. L. Bo
miss, John Skolton Williams, T. A. Cary,
Joseph Bryan. James H. Eooley, C. W.
Branch, John A. Coke, S. W. Travers,
S. D. Crenshaw, John P. Georgo, John
S. Ellett. Fritz Sltterdlng, W. M. Hill,
Milton Marcuse, Colonel Archer Ander¬
son, A. von N. Rosenegk, William Ruegor,
^7. W/Bowe, B. F. Johnson, R. I* Tray-
lor, John 0. Walker, James D. Patton,
Ormond Blow, John S. Munce, Frank W.
Christian,.Wyndham R. Meredith, Charles
B. Boiling, J. J. Montague, Coleman
Wortham, O. Herbert Funsten, R. A.
Lancaster, Jr.. Robert Lecky, Jr., John
Stewart Bryan, Judge S. B. Witt, Judge
Edmund Waddlll. W. W| Scott, Hon A. J.
Montague (Governor),' Joseph E. Wll-
lard (Lieutenant-Governor), Judge James
Keith, Judge Richard H. Cardwell, Judge
John A.'Buchanan, Judge Georgo M. Har¬
rison, Judge Stafford G...hlttle, Judge
B. T. Crump, udge L. L. Lewis, Mnyw
.MoCarthy, Captain John'' Lamb, Morton
Marye, John G. Bow, A..W. Harman, Jr.,
W. S. Copoiand, Alfred B. Williams, Hon.
Charles T. CFerrall, Joseph Button,
George Lindsay. J. N. Bronnoman, F. B.
Watklns, Colonel A. S. Buford, C, A.
Boyce, H. A. Hawkins, Andrew Joyner,
Edward B. Smith, Major Robert Huntor,
W E, Harris-, A. H. Taylor, J. W. Rlch-
nidHon, J. H. O'Bannon.

ELECTED OFFICERS.
Convention Members Hold Bus¬

iness Meeting.
Tho convention members met In the ns-

sombly room of tho Masonic Templo at.
4:lfi o'clock, formed a permanent organisa¬
tion, oleoted officers and decided to draft
und publish-resolutions later on touching
tho memory of the members and .officers
who havo died since adjournment.
There wore nbojt sixty mombors pres-

ent, and tho meeting was a very happy
one.
Hon. Henry C. Stuart, of Russell, and

Hon. J.' Thompson Brown, of Bedford,
who as temporary chairman and secre¬
tary, respectively, have worked so faith¬
fully for the first reunion, wero unani¬
mously elected to these positions for- toe
ensuing term, and Hon. Alex. HUmi ton.
of Petersburg, was made vice-president.
All these officers wero elected amid loud

cheering, and there was no friction of any
sort In tho proceedings. ;¦ '¦¦¦ s\
Hon. Henry C. Stuart called tho body

to order at 4:15 o'clock, and Dr. Richard
Mcllwaino orferea prayer. Chairman
Stuart stated that the objects of tho.
meeting were to effect a pormanent or¬

ganization and to transact such other
business as might appear proper.
'Mr. Stuart welcomed the members ana

congratulated thsm upon such a fine at¬
tendance. Secretary J. Thompson Brown
called the roll and fifty-six membors an¬
swered to their names. Several others
camo in later. This number was mora
than a quorum, and others were stated to
be In the city. ...

On motion of Mr. Robertson the chair
named a Commltteo on Permanent Or¬
gan zation, und a recess was taken in or¬
der 'to allow tho committee to report.
Meesra Hamilton. Eggleaton and Barbpur
wero-placed on this committee, and they
retired to formulate their report. Chair¬
man Hamilton reported n. plan of or¬
ganization when the body reconvened,
which was adopted.
Nominations for officers being In order

MT. Hamilton named Mr. Stuart for per¬
manent president and. Mr. Brown for sec¬
retary, and they wero elected by acclama¬
tion nnd amid great enthusiasm. Messrs.
Stuart and Brown accepted iimld ap¬
plause, and Mr. Hamilton was, on motion
of Mr. Thornton, chosen as vice-president.
Governor Cameron paid an eloquent tri¬

bute to the eight members who have died
since the convention adjournal, and on
his motion a committee was named to
draft flultablo resolutions on the subject
and to have them 1 ublished.
"The motion was .amended at tho Ins'.'anca
of Mr. Campbell, of Washington, so that
the resolutions would refer as well to tho
officers, which would Include the name
of the lato doorKceper, Captain A. O.
Sullivan,
The body at 6:45 adjourned.

BLOOD POISONING.
Splinter Causes Prominent Hen¬

rico Man to Go to Hospital.
'Squire Rugg. one of thV best, known

men in Henrico county, was last night
taken to tlio Virginia Hospital to be
treated for blood poisoning. About two
weeks ago the 'Squire stuck a splinter in
his finger. Tho injury caused muoh suf¬
fering, and It was found necessary to
have the 'Squire go to tho hospital. Mr.
Tom Gardiner last night arranged for the
removal, and at a late hour the 'Squire
wns taken to tho hospital from his homo
near Rio Vista. (

Hon. Edward Echols Better.
The condition ot Hon. Edward Echols,

Whoso Illness at the Hodges sanitarium
has been several times mentioned. Is slow¬
ly, but steadily, Improving, but he is not
yet well. Tho most serious trouble is
neuralgia of a very sovero type, which Is
slowly yielding to treatment. Mr. Echols
felt well enough a day or two ago to ut-

tompt to venture down town, but before
he had gone far ho realized ids physical
weakness and had to return. His friends
are hopeful that he will be ablu to return
to his homo by the last of tho month.

Mr. McLeod Out Again.
Mr. R. T. McLeJd, an employe of the

Auditor's office, is .out again after a
week's illness of grip, verging upon pneu¬
monia. Ho Is still rather weak from ills
illness, but Is able to bo at his ofilo*.

Personals and Briefs. I
Mrs. B. W. Dunn, of Roanoke, formerly

of this city, is visiting relatives on East
Broad Street.
Miss Adole Stern, at present pursuing

her studies at Mount Do Sales Acodomy,
Cntonvlllo, Md., will bo home this even¬
ing for a visit of a few days to her par-

Mir's. Benjamin (Hcssburg Is visiting
friends "In Dnnvlllo. ¦ .'.¦
Mrs. Maria Nelson, of Suwanee, Tonn.,

who has been visiting Mrs. Walter H.
Taylor, in York Street, and Mrs. John
Hobson, in Stockley Gardens. Norfolk,
Is now visiting relatives In Petersburg.
Sno will comb to Richmond in tho near
future to spend so|no time.
Mi83 Nannlo Hudgins, of Mathews,

Va. Is visiting her cousins, tho Misses
Foster, No. 6|0 East Twenty-second
Street, Baltimore,
MrB. V. N. I'nranns, of Now York, Is

visiting MI«h Ada Moore, of No. 107 Hunt
Clay Street.

Special Art Sale
UNDER AUSPICES^OF

THE CRAIG ART CO.,
107 East Broad Street.

The last and only sales of the elegant collection
of Water Colors and Oil Paintings will be

To-Day and To-morrow,
From 4 to 6 P. M.

They will bo sold regardless of cost, and it is a

chance of a lifetime for bargains in a superb lino
.' of pictures,

, » GEO. W. MAYO, Auctioneer.


