S then I wns a wee lad the Constitu- ('

tional Whig was printed and lssued In
ghots of  the slze of Tha Times-Dis-
patehen semi-weekly, oxceptl when tho
Leglslature wos In scsslon, or other Im-
portant. body, sat In the Capltol. Two
shiats, or four pages of five columns
racli, embriced all [ts reading malter,
fneclusive of nhout three or four columns
ot ndvert!sements, It contalned no ple-
tures other than Virginia's coat of arms,
which usunily headed (he first column
‘of the second page!  Diminutive wood
ety of house, horse or hound appear iluro
or there among lts advertisements,

The motte o1 the Constitutlonal 3Whig
{s signiticant. of the political attitnde of
its editor, John Hanmpden Pleasants, as
well as that of the young party whosa
mouthplece he was up to IFebrunry, 1863,
when death put an end to his career—it Is
this:  “Democracy—the  Constitution—
State Rights' :

The Whig, like the Enquirer, gave to itg
contributors much more of spice of page
than that taken up 1y its editor. The
dob office had been shifted several times
from place to place until it found o finnl
rest Inoa buliding  etill standing on the
northeast corner of Governor and Frank-
1tn~ Streets. Thesa romovalsd were In
this order of timey from the tall Harriz
hulldlng: on  the  southenst corher = of
Main and Elevenih Streels to the hage-
ment of the old Museum which occu-

L
Plensants, now decensed, B gencnlm;u.nl

by the ecivil authorities who nccepted his

pled a strip of the Capltol grounds at
the intersection of Franklin selth Twelfth
Street; thence 16 Cary Bircet, north-
side, between Tweltth nnd Thirteenth
Streets; and a little while befora  the

death  of Pleasants, its' hendquarters
wire establlshed on the east side of
Thirteenth, midwny Belwesn Maln and

Cary. In this office were three persons
whom I shall briefly notico, because of
the love they bore to Mr. Plesants, and
uligir falthful service durlng many years
of the Whig’'s existence. Of Newton Hill
buslness muanager thern, it was sald,
that, though he was a stnunch Democrat,
he never by hint, or other in q'rection,
divilzed the zeciets of the office, Strange-
Iy enough, the Enquirer was at the sime
time managed dn o ke munner, by
Alr. Wigglesworth, ‘a Whig, who en-
joyed to the day nr his death, the con-
qdrnvo of his employer.
Best Political Literature.

Willlam G. Allen, ealled familiarly by
persons of his nequaintance, Judge Allen,
wias Mr. Pleasants's confidentinl EECTE=
!dr) o man whom to know was to love
Che esteem in which he was held by the
editor of the Whig passed undiminished
of force to his san, the late Mr.

! ! nmes
Pleasants, Caesar Perkins, a bright mu-
lattn, who ted a suceession of the

Whig's editors—he was thelr man ¥ riday
—haid ‘Bees trained by Ar FPleasants in
the way ‘all good servonts should go.
You will not find his name on a list of
the members of tha Underwood Conven-
tion of 1867- nor even in Hanna's Aots
af the Kings, The lnst time 1 set )
on this faithful creature he was in- the
compiny  of  Alexander Moseley—hoth
knee-deep in James River, one throwing
thelline, the other baiting the hooks.

The best political literature of Virginin
wppears to have been contributed to the
columng of the old Enquirer and the oll
¥hig. The contributors ‘were In =ome.
Jnstanees that might be mentioned men
‘who had given much of their leisure 10
#the study nnd dlscussion of public qies-
Mions,  Oceaslonnlly 4 strong paper would
ppear over the slgnature of Its writer,
(rrticularly if the subject motter was
hought by him to be of such a nature

(15 to require uncopen discusglon. With
Ihis exceptlon, every communieation of
1 politieal Import. wns subsaribed by an

Danfel republislied, three years afler;
o ats nrathery all e Eo-eaned
nv=nrilples; hesldes o few othiera from
the pens of ‘correspondents.

i would not have gona nmiss had he
IntHided In phat et {lntion’ those lighter
paragraphe which John, Danlel wrote In
the firat yenra of the Exnmmer A carer,
once saw in tha' office] of Jnmes

tree, which; it 1y memory be not at
fault, troced. through the varlous
branches lof ‘thie Pleasants, their colonial
origin to:one John Pleasanls, of Curle's
Neck. . Thls founder, of tlia. Northside
branch waa .o stouneh adherent of the
Qualker sect during the yoars it had
suffered under the restranint of the low,
and the persecution’ of Its encmlies, He
might he ecalled, ns he deserved to be fta
Elder Friend.  Ha caused to.be built the
first conVentlele' ever (established by the
Quitkers in: Virgining, = He iwis ‘neman of
much wealth for the times, a landed pro-
prietor, who owned, besldes Curle's, ex-
tenslve tracts near tha Falla of the
James, nnd ns far up the river ns West-
hampton. He was held in great respect

word in Neu of the oath administered un-
der the direction of law.

A worthy aclon of ‘the Elder Frlend
was James Pleasants, of Goochland coun.
ty, the father of John Hampden, his
.eldest, and Hugh Rose, hls younger son.

Br aNAFLES M,

LEAG

in' the poa-t's coriter nl! Tho. 'l:‘lmu-l:liu-
patah.

John Hampden Pleasants,
of Goyernor Plenagnts, was' born./I.in-
cling to thinki in" Goochland countyy it
the “homestend of | his  fathor, 1 have
Hever seen n meniolr of thia remarkubls
man, 'nnd, therefore,  know! nothing: of
his® early, bringing up.  Wa' find him I
180— in the clty of Lynchliurgiin! udltorlnl
aharge of thp Presd  nawspoper. TI
Oldest: Inhabitant’ of
writlng {n 18568, well BOYH:
mind and great genlus of this dlstin-
gulshed man 'Is now the admirntion ol
his " native' State, ond well imay, Vir-
ginlans feel al pride’ la claiming f
thelr own| John Hampden Pleasants'
T'he  Lynchburg  Renrinlscent | telld’ us
further, | that™ our  Xditor ' found the
Press—meaning horeby, ‘we presume, tho
newspaper of that niune—ata low ebl—
the type, paper and printingilntolerablo
and the artlelea dull. The young edi-
tor, with that fine, senso.of the fitnees
of things. whieh’ distinguiahed: him in
every wallc of life,  reformed. the ‘prinl-
Ing 'establishment in toto 'and so '“gave
promise of thot brilliant cnrt!er which
in after yearz awaited him.'*

Old Quarrel Renewed

There hnd been somo: prelusive atrokea
of o politleal bearlng’ between, old Mr.
Ritehle, of the Richmond''Enqulrer, and
vour'g Mr. Pleasanta) of the : Lynchburg
Press, prior fo the coming of the latter lo
the capital. Pleazants's energy of pis
nnd cexceptionill thleat for nm\ipnqt‘r

He had served the SIZGUPTO of Virginia n,
short term in' the nate of the United
Stares—1819-"22—was  thelr Governor |l

184 and sat with the Delegates in the
memorable convention of 1825-"0. He woax,

work wors rocognized’ by the old Wh

who, It was undersiood, had called him to
lead: the nfrf)ﬂ‘illiﬂn to 'much:they decined
cenmunble in the conduct of the Fedvral
administration. He had hardly. been’ ii-
stalled” as edltor ‘of*the Whig whon the

o b i

wffected nome or phrase, The raw mate-
rlals of much of our polltienl and ecu- {
pomical history ,lle’ obgcure in the 1n-
handy follog of the above-mentloned jour-
nils. We shall find fn these some of the
hest thoughts of the best statesmen of
the first half of the ninetesnth century,
Mo such linpenetrable vell as that of the
Engllsh Juniuz s thrown over thelr per-
wonal lentity, 7t 1& known that Madlson
Wils  on terms  with  Pleasants,
; s, and-wrote articles

Tor that ru

It 15 {5 e \mpﬂﬂ (hat some student
of our early Journallstle record, o wil
gearch for und find therein matter inter-
crting enouel to justify the expense of

printng and publishing it to ths world, A
Book of three or four hundred pages with
A taking title might fiml o ready sale
in the hook-storcs. Nothing catches and
holds the publle ear so readily as a
handy hook of miscelluneous  matter,
YPence be with the 5oul of that charitable
nnd courtrous autfior, who, for the com-
mon benefit of his feliow-authors, intro-
duced the Ingenlous way ol miscellancous
writing.!”
His Best Paragraphs

Dr. Bagby, in John M. Daniel's Latch-
Fey, tells ud that the editar of the Ex-
aminer: deslred to write no book other
than thot which might be made up of his
best paragraphs. He sall the best aril-
cles of the London Times had appenred
T ook rorm, amd why not his? Frederick
from all accounts, u steady-golng repre-

‘nent' playwright to fit, it pres

-
sentative whose political course was | old quarro] w:ls’renmcd with a iter-
more of & conservative than n partisan endured many ¥years, an
charucter.  When Lafayette had arrived | with the deathi of I’leasanis,

in HRlchinond he was weleomed on behalr
of the people by Governor Pleasants in
a speceh that was admired for its hes xrll-
ness, cshimoliclty and 7 He

not an orator, llke Watkins Lelgh, \nf}
on that occasion s sadd to have electirl-
fied all’ coming within the sound of his
volee.  An uneobtrusiveness' of  deport-
ment, which seems to be as much the
effect of the hlocd as of the hreeding, hag
alwnysd characterized the descen-ants of
John Pleasants.

Writer of Elegant Diction.

Hugh Hose Pleasants of “whom' I shall
speak incldentully, was regarded by his
eontemporaries as a wrller of clegant |
diction which set off to advantage every- |
thing he wrote, whether In prose or verse,
A. AL 8. létter signcd, H. . P., address-
ed 1o his friend, 'Willlam G. Allen, 182-53,
refers ‘to hls, tragedy Tof Beauchampe,
whieh® e had. placed  In the hands of !
Boucleault ‘for reviston, and suech pcurtodl- &
ment as might be thought by that emi-
ntably for
thestage, “Boucleault told Colonal Pey-
ton, who egaw him In person, thit it ex-
hiblted Immensa talent, and that he
winld bring it oit' as soon as he had
lelsure o reduce It The tragedy hal
been offered 1o Booth, the ¢lder, when
he  was! in Richmond,  who declined Lo
present It In actlon on the boards of the |
theatre forswhnt reasonsis. not known.
Besldes l]m lr;ged}' Hugly Plengants hus
written  stveral smaller poems of con-
siderable merlt. . One of theso [ have pre- |
served ! and will Tsome  day  huve prinledj

Lversy
handbill of the editor of the Whig 1s un.

' :"of Ritchie's offending was: the
pub'hulun in the Enquirers broodside
of a correspondence thit had taken place

stween one Willlam Radford and the
el ain ar the Whig

Pleasants,  according 1o Radford's
stutement, had “amuul; attacked him in
a handbill, and the latter had p(r“u.u-i-
cd Ritchie 'to give a cirenlation to his
reply. Though bad blood came of thiz
affair It doesn’t appear thol any wus
spllled on the fleld of honor. A eircim-
stance attending the unfartunate contro.
af the worthy editors & that the

ierwrisien, sndl so printed, = John Homd-
“den Pleasants,”  The substitutlon of the
letter d, for p in the middle name moy
be Dut routhful whim of ita subscriber:
or it may have been copted by him from

N ane n: epelling: of the historle -
tronymie. “However iU be, T any of opln.
lon, ‘that Mr. Pleasants, later In life,

digeardesd the Intrusion of L aod spellea

t his given name afiey the manner of the

illugtrlons John Hampden,

I shall have to pass over much that §s
Interesting (o the politleil carcer of the
great editor, who! fought =0 faithfully
and stoutly the' lattles of the old Siate
Relhts party of Virginla. T should Nk,
1I “space permitted, Lo refer to somesof
those clrcumnslances, which (led, unfortu-
n,ur<|y. 10 the pdmbat herween Hampulen

aeants gnd young Tem Ritchie. I
shiould like, also, In that connection, to
speak of tho affalr of honor heitween John
‘Cyler, Jr., and Hugh R. Plewsants, which
ceurred pru!ouulv and whnﬁe 18-
Aue wayg not thought to have heen credit-
able tooone ol the Pruu.ln.lln concaerned In
thoe suspended due may In o follow-
Ing papcr take up this subleet and ad-
duce facts which I derived many years
ago by word of mouth from. those wlo
were: concerned one wiy: or another with
the prineipals In both affuiry,

SCOTTY" SEEKS SLIN,
M1 FAITHFOL MULE

Miner, About to Take to Stage, in
Fear of a Deep Laid Plot By
Hisz Enemies,

W CALeotty's’! fn-
16 again 1o the lime-
' orities think “Scotty' Iy
press work for his forth-
eoming anpearance on  the stoge, but be
mat s It may the dlilonalre’s moun-
tain nightingnle hos Msappeared trom s
e aed iaunte sud bt 18 feared has

doing

l:I_En ten Uy echemiers wgalnat Willter
Eeatt.
In  conmequence’ of thls  misfortune

WBeotty' will mice to Barstow this mom-
JhEiin o speclal Lradn ind organize
gearching party at ones,

Lo MBUm 18 the ono lmportant props fn
lils phy “Beotty, the King of the 1
Mine,'" which Is lmuk"rl 0 open in S

s

wble on March 11th, Bould the mule fall
to appear gn the & the play would
Ba itenielly handlcapped, as “Buotty!

Bnd ol Xing, his financlul manager, are
i i the beller that o play should not
bemnade up of charnetorizations, bLut thy
goneral «characters thomsely
o fThe theory that plotters agalnst YSool-
ty's'" fast growlng fime are responsibie
for the disappearaneg of tha mule js

strongly adhered to by ths Dealh Valley
| Cruesus end his mananger,

2 Ekposition Notes,

{ Tha NMichigan commilesloners (v thy

Jumestown Exposition have just left Nor-

folk after securlng the sita for their
Btate building and discussing the form
of exhiblis to be displayed thereln. Thoe
members of the commlsslon exXpressed
great pleasure at the Improvements' mude
by ‘the exposition company, and prodibt
& fine dlsplay on the piart of thelr State,

“ The ‘Nuatlonal  Associution of: Motor
Boats, recently organlzed nt the Bporis-
men Show of ‘New York, eleeted ndalo-
Eite to represent Amcrien-at the Inter-
nittlonnl Molor Boat conyventlon, to be
held in Paris next December, and In-
structed thelr  representative  to Invite
the International ‘Assoclation ‘to holl Its
contests ond regating ot Hampton Hoads
in 19497,

A small pamphlet lssued by the Hx-
positlon Compuny shows that within ten
miles of the cxposliton grounds there are
two  hundred | thousand o peiplis, Thiis
population lves In the four cltles of Nor-
folle,  Portsmouth, Newport. News  and
Hampton, In populous Norfolk county

apd the government rorﬂrvntion at' Ola
Point Comfort.

Hon. Albert. G, Tuxhorn, ono of the
1ilinolg commissioners to the expositlon,
sald alter: visiting : Norfolle, that in - his
opinfon the 1507 eelebration woull do
more towards unliing the two: gectlona
of the country than any avent or com-
binatlon of events han heen ablo to ac-
compligh, ©In. thig wentiment his féllow
commlssloners gocmnod heartlly to coocur,
Mr. Tuxhorn's expresslon wan Very gritf-
fyIng to the exposition officluls, who hive
all ‘nlong contended thnt such would he
the dutcome of the colebruiltn,’

Knew Enotugh.

Tt war ning molles’ trom anywhoro,
motor | had broken® dawn

"D you know anyibing abaiib altomobilen
aehod ths awner, apenking to acfmen in o gle
whn wis nlr!\rru; alonge bl

¥en, el sadd Lha lnnu.
El;{ul;lnrr by four of um.

and tha
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Becratary—M. O, GARRIGU

TES.
Principal office—407 AND! #09 WALNUT STREET. PIILADELPHIA, PA.
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