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RPN Blephent StenHenl!!

The impatient ery was heard all
through the narrow, 'gloomy street,
wihere the ald, richly carved house
tronts howod 1o meot ono Anothet
and left for tho oye's comfort only o
hare glimpre of bluo, It was, inen
gnld, the oldest street In Birelaatl,
oven ne the algn of the Bilvee 8hip
wns the oldest slgn known to exlst
in the elty. Tor when Anron Luzarus,
the Jew, came there, seventy yeard
before, he had heon tho tenth man in
unbroken lino that took up the busl-
nesr, And now Htephen Nados,
hia apprenties and  successor, Wil
the cleventh., 'Old Lazirus had made A gredt  Dhuel-
ness of it, and hqd spent his wavings In buying up tho
bettor part of the street; but sincs Jews might then hold
no property in 8trolsay, he had taken nll the doeds In
tho name of Blephen Naodow, end when ho cumo to die,
having no kindred, and earing not n gteaty for any man
or womnn flive, suve Btephen, he bnde Blephen let the
deeds bo, and, with o last curse apainet the Chriatlana
(of whom Stephen was ono, and n devout one), ho kissed
tlie young man, and turned his fuca to the wall and died,
"rherofore, Stephen was oo rlelh man, and had no need to
carry on the businoas—thoukh It never entored hls mind
tn do anythlng elss,

“Hiephen, Btephenl" eried Prince Henry, Impatiently
hammering on tho closed door with hir whip, “FPlague
take the manl In he dead?’

The men {n the quarter went on with thelr work; the
women moved idly to the doors; the girls came out Into
the strent, and elustorsd here and there, locking at tho
prince, [For wlthough he wad not so handeome as that
geamp Rudalf, his brother (who hnd just come back from
hix travels with half n dozen wild stories spurring after
him), yet Henry wns o comely youth, as ho sal on his
chastnut mare, with his blue eyes full of impatience and
his cheatnut curls fringing hia shoulders.

Presently Btephen came, unbolting hla door with mueh
dallberation, and greeting Frince Henry with i restrained
courtesy, He wns not very well Jleased to sec hia iguuur..
for It wns a ticklish moment with the noge of BL Puter
mnd Hiephen would have lked to finlsh the job uninter-
rupted, Bl.i!l‘! the prince was a prince, & enlleman and A
triond, nnd. Stephen would not be unclvil ta him.

“you ride early today, sir,’’ he observed, patting tho
chestrut mare. :

"] have & good renson,'! answered Henry, *'The Llon
rages today.'"

“What has vexed the klm{?" he asked,” for he knew
that Prinee Henry spoke of hla father, Henry, surnamed
the Liun, now an old man, yet as flerce na when he had
been young, “'l4 It your brother again?

“For o marvel, no. It is myself, Stephen,  And he I8
more furleus wilh me than he hos cver been with Ru-
dolf—ay, even more than he wos at all the stories Lthat
followed my brother home.!

SAnd what Is (he couse of It all, sir, and how s it in
my power o help?”

vrhat you will ind out very asnon,” aald the prince,
with u bitier laugh. ‘‘You will be sent for to the palace
in an hour, Stephen.' 3

1r L 18 about Lhe king's ring, the ring e not finlshed,”
gald Stephen.

‘[t |8 pnt about the ring. Yet, Indeed, It 1a, in n way,
about a ring. For you are to be mnrrled’. Slephen, ' This
vory rou-are to be marrled.’”

U1 think not, sir,’” said Htephen, mildly. “For it is a
thing that o man himsalf heara about, If 1t be true”

S Ttut the King thinks so, Stephen. %inve you remarked
among my sliter Osra’s ladies o coertaln dark lacdy with
Dbinck halr, and eyes—l cannot describe her eyes? :

“But you can tell me her name, sir’" suggested Ble-
phen, who was a practical man. VD

!"Her name? Ch, her name |18 Hilda, Hilda von Lau-

1 know: the Countess Hilda. 'I havo made B
for her."

i the most beautiful creature alive!” cried
Prince Henry In & sudden rapture, and so loudly (being
earried away by his passton) that the girls heard him,
and wondered of whom he spoke wilth so great an en-
thuslakm.

"o thore to whom she seemm such,'’ observed Hte-
mhen. '"'But, pray, how am I concerned:
The prince's smile grew more bitter as he answered:
Why, you ate 1o marry her, It wna an idie suggestion
of Osra's made In fest; my f[ather pleasged to approve ol
¢ in enrnest.” Then he bent in his eaddle, and went on
in A hurrled, urgent whlnl;er. “I love her batter than my
1fe, Btephen; belter than heaven: and my falth and word
are pledged to her, and last nlght 1 was to have fled
+with her—for I knew better than Lo face the old Llon—
but Dsrn found her making preparations, and we were
discovercd. ‘Then Osro wus ecornful, and the king mad,
and Rudolf laughed; and, when they talked of what was
to be done to lier, Osrd eame in with her laughing sug-
gertion. 1L cnush( the king's apgry fancy, and he ewora
ihat It should be so; and, eince the archblshop ls away, he
hags bidden the Bishop of Modenateln ba at the poiace at
12 today, and you will be brought thero alsu, and you
will be married to her. And, by heavens, I'll have yaour
Bblood If you orel” And with this sudden outbreak of
fury the prince ended, Yet a moment later he put nut
hiz hnhd to the smith, saying, *'It's nol your fault. man.'

“Lat is true enough,’” said the smith, “'for L have no
deslre to marey her. And it Is not fitting that a lady of
her birth should mate with n smith; for she ls of o
great house, and she would hate and desplse me.”

Trince Henry waa about to assgent, when his eye
chanced to fall on Btephen, the smith. Now, the smith
waB o very handsome man, handsomer, many galid, thon
Prince Ruiolt himself, whom no lady could look at with-
out admirntion; he stopd 6 feet and 2 Inches In his fint
working shoes; he wis very broad, und could leap higher
and hurl a stone farther than Any man in Btreleau. More-
pver, he looked kind and gentle, yel was known to_grow
nugry nt times, and then Lo be very dnngerous. There-
fore. Prince Henry, knowing (or thinking that he knew)
the ciprices of women, and how they nre caught by this
and that, wag suddenly selzed with o terrible fear that
the Countess Hilda might not desplse Stephen tho smlith,
Yet he did not ex?rtss hia fear, but sald that It was &n
fmpossible thing that o Indy of the countess’ birth (for
the Hounsa of Luouengram was very nable) should wed a
gllversmith, even though he were A fine o fellow as hia
good frlend Stephen; to which graclous specch Blephen
mide 1o reply, but stood very thoughtful, with hls hand
oh the neck of the chestnut mare, But nt last he sald:

“n any case It cannot be, for Iam bound already.'"

v wife? Have you a wife?" erled the prince, engerly,

“}g; but my heart Is bound,’ anld Blephen the smit!";,

whe king will malke little of that, Yet, who ls she?
1s ghe any of theee girls who stand !onklng nt usd"

“Nn, she is none of thesa answered Htephen, smil-
ing ns (hough such an idea were vory ludlerous.

“And ore you pledged to her?”

«] ta her, but not ghe Lo me,"

“But docs she love you?'

o think it most unlikely,’ sald Stephen the smith,

wiphe Lion will . enre nothing for this' groaned the

rince, despondingly, “They will send for you In half an
wur,  Tor leaven's sake, sparo her, Btephen!®

“Bpara her, slr?"’ |

“IJp not consent to marry her, however urgenhy the
k1n§: mny command you,'

e emith shook his head, smiling still, Prince Honry
rode sorrowfully nway spending not & glance op the bevy
of girls who watehed him go.

nw, sure enough, when tho elock on the enlhedral
wanted = quarier of an hour of neon, two of the king's
guard came sid hade Stephen follow them with all haste
tn the palnee} and, since they were very urgent and no
timo was to be lost, he followed them as he was, In his
apron, without wushlnf his hands or gatting rid of the
dust that hung about Wm from his work,

N'ha Lion st In his great ehalr, e was o very thin
old man, with a fuce hoggard and deeply lined; his oyes,
goL Tar bael ln his head, glowed and glowercd, and his
fingars pulled hig yparse white beard, Qn hia right, Princa
Tiudolt 1nlled on o low seat, smiling at the play; on hid
Joft snt that wonderfully falr lady, the Princess Qsrn,
then In the frst bloom of her younk beauty, und she wid
sinlling scorn(ullf-. Princa Henry ptood before his father,
nnd gome yorda from him was the Countess Hdu, trem=
biing and tearful; supparted by one of her companlons;
nnd, Iiml]l?’. Alneo  the m‘uhblﬁholj; wAs gono to Home (o
get . himself s gearlet’ haty thu Blahop of Modensteln, n
young man of poble family, was there, most riehly ar-
raynrl in clialcest lage nnd handsomest yvestments, ready
Lo a'glv.]rfm-m Ltha ceramony,

‘he king's Oiry had ‘hod A onlght and a merning to
grow cool In, and Jt had now seitled Into n euld, lronical
mond, that drgued no leps resolution than his first fierce
wralh,  here was & grim. smile on his fuce A5 he mds
dressed the smilh, who, having bowed to Lhe company,
wus standing between the couniess nnd Princs Henry.

“Tho Housa of 'lallphherg," l;]l-ﬂﬂ the King, with mocks
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S
hrn‘l'.'elnil.
ah

Ing sraci , Uwell rec oup worll, Htephen,
my friond. We nre Indebted Lo yol——""
HIEE n thousand crowns or more fram Frines Rudolt

nlone, 8l interrupted Btephen, with a how to the prince
ho named,

Hitar much falthful service,”" pursued tha hing, while
Tudolf laughed agaln. I have therefore determined to
reward you with the hand of o lady who I8, It may be,
abave vour statlon, but in no way above your worth, he-
Yol hep! . I5 she not handsome? Op my word, I envy
you, emith,  Bho fa beautlful, young, high born, You
are lucky, emith., Nay, no thanks, 'it fs Lut what you
deserye—and no more than she deserves. 'Tuke hep, ind
ha happy, andd he ended with g enarling laugh

e I3shop of Modensteln—he wni of tho House of
Hentzan, many of which heve been famous In histopy—
iifted up his hands In horrop at Rudolf's lagt whispere
est, nnd then, advanglng, with o bow 1o the king, aske
£ he wera now Lo I:erfqrm his suored dutles.

Ay, get on with 14! growled the Lion, not headin
the eniintess' sobs op the entrenty In his son's faco,  And
the Princess Osra sat unmoved, the searnful smile stil
on her lps; b seemed ag though she had no y for 8
';ﬁf-"f&';.“ﬁ.’;‘;u"““” sloon, or fov R glyl who hod dkeed” ta

Hwaltc walt sald Btephen the e 4y
lady, love me, Elra?! p ; rl smith. “Docs this

AY, she loves you enough far the o "
grinned tho klig. Do not bo uneas 1}" pupnoss | emitly
o MMuy 4 ask her & sno loves me, siollt .

in.ail this, efr?" .

he

Heart of the Princess Osra
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owhy, no, smith, Your lting's word must b enough
tor you."
fAnd your Majesty says that sho loves mot'’
U dp may s, smith’
trhon,” sald Btephen, "I am very sorry for herj for,
there's o heaven above us, sire, I do not love her.”
Princh Iudolf laughed; Ousre's #mile brondened In
greater georn: the countess Nd her faco in her com-
panion's bosom; the old king roared out o pgruft burat.
vgiand, good!'" he chuckled, o3utl It will comeo with mer-
rlage, emith; tor wlith marrlage Jove eliher eomes or
goes—ch, #on Nudolf7—and since In this caso It cannot
go, you must not doubt, friend Stephen, that |t will come.’”

SThnt might well be, sire,” admitted Hiophen, ‘‘were
it pot that I most posslonately love anather,”

wOur offections,’” sald the king, “are unruly things,
smith, and must bo kept In repreasion; la It 1ot so, son

1tudolf 1"

©1t ghould be so,

Hut the Princess Osarai W
Htephen's figure,
tion.

“And are you pledged
slonately 7" sho asked.

“f have not ventured to tell her of my love,

answered ho, bowing low. %
“Then there fs oo harm done,” obaprved Prilnc': Ry
dolt, *The harm ljes in tho telllng, not in the loving. A
“rell ug something nbout her,” commeunded the pr ;
cessi and the king, who laved kport moest whe‘n it Il‘l.lr“
others, chimed I, "'Ay, let's hear ahout her whom 5 {:ﬂ
prefer to thig Indy. -In 'what shop does sha work, s(rp t
Or tioes she sell :hwicr.-c:' Orhisn she o H?Ir\'l?g_ girl? Come,
en, on Y nd lhiear abaut your rivil
lsten, oountess, alC e P atep forward in uncontrolled
anger; but he could not meet tlie envage mirth In the og
man's cves, nnd, sinking into n chalr, apread Illﬁ' h:_;int
nerogs his face. Jdut Stephen, regarding the king “It&
placid good humor, began Lo spealc of her whom he love
#o passionately. And his yolen' wis soft ns”hn- spolic, i
“8lie works fn ona shop, sire,”” mald he, ''nor does ghe
gell fiowers, nor ig she & serving girld though 1 would not
enre if ghe werc. Bul one day, when the clouds hung
dnrk over our strect, she came riding down It nn:}] -
othaer girl with her ho two stopped before my door;
and, peelng them, L came out—-":~" |
:d"ﬁuia gmcrr:: thon you da for me, remarked Prince

ng

alre,’ nnewered the merry prince.
hose eyes had bheen seanning

to her whom you love o pos-

madome,”

Rudolf, AL

Etephen smiled, but continued his :sl.orsl'. 1 c:ml]a
oul, and she whom [ love pave me 2 bricelet to mgr} b
And 1, looking st her rather thau ut the bracelet, sald,

"But already L 18 ptrfuct.r’l Em Bihf Ald not hear; for,
when she had given ma the braceiel, :

:ll’l(] tn;k no ma?-je natice of me than of the flies that we:}a
erawling up my wall And that woy the first, nng Ia
the last, timae thot 1 have apolken to her until this day.
But she was so heautiful that there and then I sawore
thut untll T had found means wnid courage to tell her my
love, uand untl) she had thﬁim rerurcdrI}. I" :you‘lnl marry

] iden nor spenk foword ot lova.

i Hjt?vareer::‘g ({t&‘: me,’" arald Prince Rudoll, “that the f{&lh
has wome prudence n it for, If she proves obdurate,
¢riend Stephen, you will llhen he 5;1)]!}0 1o g0 eglRewhere.
Many lovers Bwear moro nitemperately.

i u'1}3uit they  do not keep thelr oaths,’’ sald EBtephan,

w;th‘!r_! shrawd look nt the prince. fald tha old

ou hnd best let him alone, my son

king. - “He knows what the country knows of 1ts futuroe
W 3
king‘:r‘hnn he may go and hang with all the country,'

gald the prinee, pecvishiy.
Rut the !l’lr{‘ncasu {:im
tephen, fnt r Countess
:ﬂrnrtr‘l thi folda of her friend's dress nt Btephen,

rincess sald! i

5 "“Was she, then, so beautiful, this glrl?"
wAs the gun in Heaven, madome,!’ sald the smith,
WAs heautlful as my pretty sister? asked Rudolf, In

arelesa joke, | I

% “Yes_"us henutiful, e’ anawered Siephen.
oPhen,” sald the cruel old king, ‘'wery much more
Henry, sire,’* sald

peautiful than this countoss."
Stenllen. tiscrectly. T Poatiet put “P Ll
o

tleant n 1lttie farwurd toward
Hilds also looked covertly out
And the

“af that you must ask your son
‘\'evurlhelcss.’; =sald the king,
the countess, We cannot all have what wa want this
world, can we, son Henry T And he chuckled agaln, most

51y, Iy
mm'if\[g‘i‘f n}s'lre. till m .I. lady has thrice refused me, the
ng.

mith reminded the
2 “Phen she must be quiek about it. For we all, and

my lord hlshn|]- here, nrellwrll ting. Smid flq'r her, Stephen.
; ven, 1 have a curlosity to sec her!

HE ‘?':Er:d.nh:.- henven, so have [ nddeil Prince Rudolf,

with a merry smile, “and poor Henry hers may be cured

by the slght.
} And lbhlz Yrincess Osra leant o little farther forward
nd snld gently:
2 “Pell ﬁ:-] he}; name, ind we wil] send for her. Indeed,
nlgo wonld like to sec her.” 2 !
! “'I.‘-LIL It ‘u]m refuses, I shall be worse off than T am
now. And If ghe Biys Ves, still I must marry tho count-

=y4,"" ohjected the amith,
Imﬂr“]\-.'u:,-",“ snld the king: “it she does not' refuse you
three times, you shall not murry the countess, but shall
he free to try your fortuno with the girl.” For the emith
had put the n'?d Tion In better temper, and ho thought
he was 1o witnesa more Epart, =
“Einee your Majesty 18 a0 good, T musl tel]l her name,”
sald Stephen; 'though I had rother hove declared my
jove tn herself nlone.'
“1t {4 the pleasantest way,"
the thing cin be done In tha presenc
wyau must tell us her nama that we may send for
ner,'' sald tha princess, ner eyes wandering from tha
countess o tha smith and back to the countess ngain,
“well, then,' sakl Stephen, sturdily, *“the lady who
down the street and oot awny my heart
and her father Is named

understond what

sald Prince Rudolf; ‘'but
o nf cthers nlso.”

came riding
with hor was called Osru,

Henry,"

Almoment or two pnused before they
the smith hod sald. ‘Then the old lking fell Into o nt of
lnughter, halt ehoked by coughing, I'rince Itudolf clapperd
fis hands In merry mockery wnd a decp flush spread

over tha face of the princess;

The old king, having rec ered from his fit of lnugh-
fng, looked round on the smith with infinite amusement,
and, turning to his diughter, he sald, 'Come, Cdra, you
hove heard the declaration. 1t remuing only for you to
satisfy our good friend's coneclonee by n-l‘uain;; him three
tmes, for thon he will be tree Lo do our pleasure and
make the Countess Hilda happy."”

he heart of woman s as it would seom, 0. strango
thing; for tha Princess Oera, henring  what tho smith
nhad sald, and Is_-nrmnF that he hod follen passlonately
in love with her on thie mers alght of her heauty, sud-
denly felt a/tendernesy for him, and p greater admire-
tlon than ehe hal entertalned heforog and, although she
hnrbared no absured den of listening to hls moudness, or
of dolng anything in the world but Jaugh at it as jt de-
gepved, yet sho wuddenly 0x|]mrienr_-n:(l o oeurious dislike of
the project that she hnd jersell, n spott, suggested,
Accordlngly, when the king spoke to her, sha sald fret-

ully:
% P'Arrx (he hand of guch n fellow
ag this? 18 0 stadn opn my dignity!

HYet you bepnuso of his
onth,' emid tho king.

el then, 1orefuse him,'' sald she tartly,

wihat f8 onee,” #nld Stephen the smith calmly, and
ho fixed hils eyes on the princess' fnce, Bhe feil hls ga#o,
her le!yea wera drawn back ta his, and she exclalme
angrily:

' ves, I refuse him!! and agnin she looked away, But
ho looked still more intently ol her, waitlng for the thlrd

I to ha put o refusa
Why, to refuse hilim
must grant him sa muech;

rofusal, -
viL 1% na casy Lo Eny no three lJ\nms ns twice,! sald
tho king, !
Wior n man, sire)! murmured Princa Rudolf, far ho

whs very lenrned in fho perflons knowledge of i wanman's
whims, nnd maybe read gomething of what wihd ppasing
i hls slgter's heart. Certainly e looked at her nnd
nughed; and sald 1o tho ldng:
BRire, T ihink this smith Is.a elever man, 1"or what
he really deslres la to wed ske countces nind o do 1t
without 'disobliging my f:rniluu-. ATherefore ha
ihis ridleulons passlon, knowlng well that Osen will re=
fuse hhm, and that he whl enjoy the great gund  fortyna
of marrying the countesa agalnét his will,
*Phore Ja o oernfl, 8ly' sald Stophen, I have told
erylng, Ay, that

nothing but tha truth.” "
But the king swore a loud opth,
Yet 1 do not grudge
Osra, amnd make him
H

Rudoli has hit the mark.

there s}
1tefusa him,

him his good luck,
Tappy.'
Hut
for now
s on
‘lo Bave

thp Aark Nush came agaln on the
sho dld pot know whether the smith nml!{ Toyved
whethnr he had besn making o Jest of how, n

himself in the exes of her brother Henry.
hep mind was very greatly disturbed, and she
wis devourad with lilerest to lpow the renlity of Lhe
smith's feclingy townrd her. oy, although ho wilg only
a smith, yet he was o wonderfully handeome man, 1'hus
slie wag reluclunt to vefuse him u third tloe, when tha
Tishon of Modensteln stood (hero, waltlng only for her
word tn marry hlm o the eountess,  And Hhe Tose Bll-
denly from her seat and wallked (ownrd the door of 1ha
yooin; and when she had almost reached the dooy, sho
turned her hend over her shoulder, and casl ong smlla
at Btephen the smith.. As sha glunecd, the Blush agaln
mounted on her face, making hep o lovely that even hor
fathey wondered | and she sajd In arch sofiness, "Ll re-
fuse him the thivd time some other dayj two denlals aie

e
order
g0 Lhat

«gnough- for ane dny.

“3ut the marrlage can't go on! criérl Rudall,
ULet U rest for 10 ay,’ suld: Lhe king whosa anger
was passed. “'Let it vesty The countess phall pe gusrded;

here broke suddenly into the conversas= -

professes:

"1 will retuse you," sho eried, “when I please't

YAnd you will bring the countess, maduma?’

Ul am very sorry for her, 1 have behaved |l 1o her,
Btephan, lhough 1 meant only to Jeet.'

*"Chera [ room for amends, mndame,' sald ha,

The prificess looked long and curlously 'In his face;
but he met her glancs with o gulet smlle.

"It grows Inte,” sald he, “and you  should not be
fonger here, madama, Hhall I eseort you to the palnee?”

vAnd hava ovary one asking with whom Htephen the
smith walks? No, T will go ns 1 came. You have not an-
gwered me, Btephan.'

“And you have not refused me, maodame.’

il you answer me tomorrow, whon I coma with
the conntesa?”

Yoo, I will answer \thoen,'

The princeas had drawn near to the door, and now
Ztephen opened It for her to poss out; and as she
orossed tho threshold she emld:

"And I will refuse you then—perhaps," with which
shie’ dnrted swiftly down the dark, slient, shining strest
and was gona; And Btephen, having cluseil the door,
possed hlg linnd twice over his brow, slghed thriee, smiled
once, and set about the preparation of Lla supper,

Now, the next night, as the ecathedral elock struck

4 8, there arose n sudden tumult and commotion In tho
palace. King Henry the Lion wns In suclh o rage ng no
man had ever sgen him in before; even Ludolt his son
dil not dare to laugh at him; courtiers, guards, atiend-
xs_u-:tsi lackeys, ran wildly to and fro In Immense fenr nod
trapldation. A llttle later, and n Inrge.company of the
I king's gudrd filed out, and, under the command of va-
yious offieers, scatterod themselves through the whole of

plany, while five mounted mon rode at o gallop to each

~the five Enleu of the clty, Learing commands thal the

en should Le closed, and no man, womnn or child by
allowed to pass out wlthout nn order under the hind of
the king's marshel.  And the klng swors by heaven, ond
by much else, that he would lay them—that 18 to say, Lhe
persons: whose disnppenrance calgod all this hubbub—by
ithe heals, snd that they should know that there was llte
in the Lion yet. And the reason of the whole thing was
na other thah his, that the reom of the Princess OQaran
wae empty, and the réom of the Countess Hildn was also
c-.mpkr. and nohndr had sct eyes on Henry, the king's soit,
for the last two hours or more.

Through all the elty wont the guardy. They ran-
sacked every crevice nnd eranny of every louse, wnd dia-
played the utmost zeal imaginnble. And thus heving
truversod neariy all the eity, and set the whole place in
tumult and eommotlon, they come at last to tho stroet
“‘l:t:!'e-ﬁ-tellllell lved, and to the algn of the,Bilver Ship.

) Rat, tat, tut!" eeine thundering on the door from
the swordhlit of the sergeant in command of Lhe party.

Thera was no-answer; no lght shone from’ tho house,
for the window was closely shuttered.  Agnlnthe aer-
peant hammered an the door. T

HThIg 1}Fﬂliler1t smith Ig’ gona to hed!! he cried In
vexatlon.  “Hut we must leave no house unseirched.
Come, we niust break in the door!" and he began to ex-
amine the door, and found that it was o flne, solid door, of
goond oak, and alamped. with [ron.

i SPhew! wao shall have & job with this door,” lie slghed.
Wy, dnothe devil's name, doesn’t the fellow snuwer?
Stepliénl Stephen! Ha Lhere, Stephen!! ;
et no anawer cama from the fneide of the honge.

But at this: moment another sound came smiling on
the ear of the sergeant and hls men. 1t was the-sound
of finmes crackling, Trom the house next o Stephen's
(which belonged to him, but wns inhabited hy n fruit

and, sinen this yoling fool (and he nointed to his son
Henry) will not wander while she la cagad, let him go
whero ho will. ‘Then ns soon a8 Osrd hng refused the
smith o third tltme, we will send ngain for the bishop.t

Wand what am I to do, alre?’ neked Etephen the
smith.

"Why, my son-In-law that would be' chuckled the
king, “you moy go back to whera you came from till I
wend for you agaln'

Ho Stephon, having thanked tho king, went baclk home,
and, eitting down to the chaslng of & cup, becamo'very
thoughtrul, For it secmed Lo him thot the counloss had
heen hardly treated, and that tho prince deserved happl-
ness, and that the princess was yeb more lovely than she
hnd seemed to him before. Thus In his work and his
meditationg the afternoon wore away fast.

dow, and the frutt sciler ancd hls famjly appenred at the

rindows, calllng for ald, Beelng this, the sorgeunt hiey
VEry lnuélly the whistla that he enrried, nnd crigd ' Fire!’’
and bades his men run and procure a ladder; for plainly
the frult geller’s house wna on fire, and {4 wnz o more
urgent mntter to rescie men and women from’hurning
than to find the countess and ithe prines. Prosently: the
inddor came, anl o great erowd of people, roused by iho
whistle and the cries of fire, came also; und then tha door
of Stephen’s house wos opencd, and Stephen himoelf,
loolking out, asked what wns tho matter. ' Belng told that
the next house was on fire, ha looked vory grayve—for tha
honuse wos his—and walted for n'meoment o watch tho
frult seller nnd his family being brought down the lad-

The King Thrust the Smith Through
the Chest

II.

The Princess Osrn walked restiessly up nnd down the

length of her bedchamber. Dinner was done, and it'was  der, which diaslk wag sialely nnd prosperously accom-
8 o'clock, and, the season belng late October, It had » plighed. Bul the sorgeant sald to him:
“The fire mav well sprend, and It there lg nny one

grown dark, She had come hither to be alone; yet, now
thnt sho was nlone, she eould not rest. e was on nb-
surd fellnw, that smith. Yes, she thought him [ully as
handsome s her brother Rudolf. HBut what did Henry
tind to love In the black-brown Hilda? She could not
understand o man caring for such a color a blackamaor,
would serve as well. And what had_thal slllr -smith
meant? It must have been a triek, as Rudalf sa d.  Yer,
when he first spoke of her rldlng down the stroet, thara
was a ook In hig eyes that a man ean hardly put there
af hia own will. DId the silly fellow then really—?

T ean't rest 101 I know!" she erled, as ghe came Lo
a stand. befors a long mirror lot inlo the panel of the
wall, and saw herselt at full length In it As shi lookod
a #mile eame parting her lps, oand she threw hor lmn(l
back ns she suid: ML will go and aslk the smith what he

fn your house, [t would be prudent to get them out.'
Then three lnds—one belng very tall--came oul of Ste-

phen's house, clad In thelr leather breeches, thelr aprans

and the close-fitting caps that apprentices wore, und for

er's, ‘Chen pesing that the flre wns burning down—which
{t did very aquickly—they dld not atny HIT the nttentlon
of the eergeunt waa releaged from it but, accompinied
by Stephen, turned down the astreet, and, golng along ot
a brisk rate, turmed the eorner and enme Ipto the open
gpace in front of the enthedral,

pha gates will be shut, I fear,' sald
prentice,  “‘How eams the fre, Stephen?

1t was throe or four trusses nf hay, Alr, and o few
nruiw:‘]g to ropalr hiy ecorched palnt.  Bhall we go to the
antaf

the tnllest ap-

“Ypa wo must try the gate,” sald Prince Tienry, gath-
the countless Intn hig; and the third ap-

mennt.”  And she smiled nmgain at her own fuce In trl- erlng the hand of
umphant durlln;,'. g prentice walked silently by Siephen’s slde. Yot once, as
Elo:llmn tha. pmlih sat afone In his house; his ap-  Bhe went, ahe kald Horly: il
gone, and he limself neither worked nor Bo it was no trick, Blephen?

prentices were
supped, but sat st snd 1dle by hig hearth. ‘'I'ho strest
wns sllent nlso, for it ralned, and nobody was nbout,

at the door; so

“No triek, but the truth, maedame,' said Slephen.

“1/ 1o not know,' anld Osen, "hew I am o relurn te
the [in!uce {n ‘theze clothes.'

h hrother and the countess away

Then sudden!y eams o light, tlmid rap
light wus IL thot Lhe smith doubted If ho had really Let:-ua al your
heord, but |t came agnly, and he rose lefsurely anil. - Arst!" counseled the smith,
Now, when they come to the nenrest gnte, it was

openen the dpor, Evepn os he did o, a slight, tall fgurs
31111He=| by him, an prm {m]lw] nim  back, the door wod
miushed close agnin, and he wad nlonn ingide Lha housa
with - tody wrapped Inoa long riding cloak, nnd so velled
that nathing of her faco could be seen.

"Welcome, madame,” sald Btephen the smith; and ho
drow o chalr forward and bowed Lo his visitor, l1le was
not wonrlng s apron now, bul was dressed in o wall-
cut Byt of brown eloth, and had put on o pale of allk

stocklngs,
‘Do you know who T am?! nslced the velled Indy,

ghut; but at the moment o troop of mountod man roda
up, having heen sent I)r‘ the King to'scour the country
rounil, In ease the fugltives should have already o
fram the olty; and (he commandant of the eomprpy bors
nn order from the king's narshil for the opening of tho
nte., SC‘EHII.“‘ thig, Btephen tho gmith went up Lo ﬁ!:u anid
wegnn to talk to him, the three apprentices stonding cloge
lwr. The commandrnt knew Btephen  woll, nnd was
ploased to talle with nim whlle tho gates were opened
and the trpopers flled through, Slephen kept close by him
Binee 1 was 0 by, madame,” wnswered Lhe smith, 1l the troopers wiere all thpough, Then ho turned and
7 hinve known the sun when 1 saw It even though cloyds spoko to tho apprentices, and they nodded assont,  The
dimmed ts face," commandant cheeled hig horse for an Inatant, when he

corner of the veil wns drawn down, and one eyo . Wis half way through the gate, and bent down and took
Blephen's hand to shake In farewell,  And Stophen tool

gleamed in frightened mirth.

"Nobody. knows I have comg,' sald Osrn, “And you Nis hand with morvelous Celendliness, and held (6 ool

do not know why [ hnve comw, '’ would not lot hhn go: and the apprentices elgel cay-
#lg |t to sugwer me for the third tlme?’ naaked he, (lously noarer anl nearer 1!110 Fale,

drnwing a step nearsr, yet observing great deferenca in “Enough, man, enough!' Inughed the commandant,

his mnnner. Wa are tot parting terever.'
Tut I am of trust not, st [otrust not,” sald Stephen earnestly,

Wt ig not io answer ot all, but to ask,
very gllly to have come, Whit 1s |t to me what you st 11:1ldlmf his hand,
meaant? “Oome, let ma go. Eee, the golckeeper wants Lo shut
“]  gnnnot concelve that 1t coutd be anything, ihe gate,” :
madnme,” sald Stephen, sinlling, “rie,t snld Stephen,  "Good-bye, Lhen, sir, Hally,
Yol 'some think hee heantlful—my brother Henry, for hallol Btop! atopl O, the younpg rasealst’
two of the apprentleed

Far, even #s Stephen spoke;
Tind darted through the hndf-closrd goto and vun swllthy
forward into the gloom of the nlght, And Biephen sworo

exnmple,”

W must reapecl tho opinlons of princes,” observed
the smith,

“hust wo share them?' she asked, drawing the vell
yel n Httle more pside, 3

e can share nothlug—we humble folk—wlth princes

or priucessas, madame.'

th,
O0'ha rogues!” he orfed,  “Chey wera o hnve worlied
all night to finish nn fmage of Qur Lady. And now 1
shnll Bes no more of themn (O (omerrow, T'hey shall pay
far thely prank then, by heaven, they ghall}”  But 1ho

@iypl we  enn male freg with thelr names, thongh
Tmblcr oneca woull serve ag well' commandant lnughed, 3
HNg other would linve gerved at nll, madame.” o o sorry 1 oean't eateh {hem for you, friend Bie-
wrhen you meant L she erled In sudden, half-serlous phen,'’ #rld he, “bul I haye other sl to fry. Well, bhoyy
5 Don't be top hard on theny when they

will be boys,
return.' i 5
Wley  musl answer for what they do,' sold Blepheng

5.
Ay, but what, madame?'*
and the commandant rode on, and Ltho gates were shit,

H1 don't eare \\'hnl]ml- you meant [ oy not!’
1 know Lhat so well that I marvel thal you

“Alag! 1
have coma to tefl 1t me'! Then Lhe Princess Csencsadd:
The prinecss rose und bagun to witlle up and down a8 oWl they escape, Btephent!
ghe had done I hep own ¢hambaer, - Btephen slund ro- Mihey hove mmwi' In thale purses, love In thele
nearts, and an angry king behind ‘tham, 1 ghoull travel

girding her a8 though Cod bsd made his eyes for that

ole rpose,
Wiha thing [ nothing,'" she deelarod, Petnlm:tly, "t
1 mnve n fney to nsk (6 Blephen, wis (b o triclk, or—or

wits §0 renlly s0? Comne, answer mo! 1 ean't speiid much
i stephon  made

£ were Ba placed,

foalcea through the ;ir.lllng of the gale,
vihey have all thow  ow hnppy

Bt whnl om 1 to dot!

and they wilked baek

quickly, madame
e princess
*Yuy'' she RBald,
{hey must he, Htephen!

no  answer, in

time o1l It

15 8 not worth n lImthL tn you, If you eay no a sllence to Wi Bonse, 1t may be that they wore womder-
thtrd thme, ol will bo well,” mg whether TPrince Honry an the countesy woulid o8-
Yo wll arey. the countessy' enpe,  Yelb It mny ho At they thought' of sometling
wian 1 diseley The Ring, neulame? olse,  When they reaeh the house, Stephen boade Lhe
i am very sueey o her,!' sald the prineess, A Indy princess wo into tha Inner rosm And resuma hor own
af her rank should not be foreed to mapry A #Fllvers  resd, that gl might return to the palaeat nnd when sho,
smlth,” st ntrangely sllent, wenl in e hi Badae her, he (o0k
“indeed, 1 thought so all along.  Therefore—:" Nis grent staft In his Naned, und glood on Vho thresihold

Hyay played the triek? she erled, I unmistakabla  of the house, >
HHger, Now, when he hnd rood there o ltte while, thy
ame eepgount of the Fuun!. recollecting (how that 110
1 that " e had never

'tsu\phen mado ne answer for @ time; then ha sald
poflly:
t1f ghe ioves the prince, and he her, why should they
nut mnrry ?

Hleciuse [ birth Is nbove hers,'

SOl nm glaad, then, that b opm of no blrth, for T can

marry whom 1wl

HAre you go happy and go free; Blephen?! elghed the
pringess; il Ahory wis a0 more af the yoil lefy thun
sepved (o fromn the pleturd of her fiea,

B8y woon  ha you have refused mo the third  time,
madane,'t howed the gimith. !

"\\'JI[ you not anaw mu?t orled (he princess; and
ghe smiled no more, Lub wos a8 enger ag though she wore
ieking some: lmportant uestion,

fre ab the frull seller’s wos olly
gegrohed the hwmse af the Amith, earo ngnin with hia
Wi, e told Stephen to atunid aslde and nliow him
nter Lthe himise,
Shoge whign you seek are nol here,' sald Blephen,
wphat Tomust ges for myeelf,'! nnewered the sergeant,
seome, ity winnd pslde!!

AWhen the princess heard the vojees
her head round (ho door of the jnner room,

ot tlarm to Blephons
¥ | ama in, Blephen, Al piy pogl, they

outshle, she pul
e erled i

sPhey sl na
must net come | 1
T not he afrald, madame; they will not eoue in,

snid e :
o1 heard novolee in the house,' erled the sorgrint.

| "Eii'l.luf'] the countess hie tomoreow at  this time"

pald Srephen, Mand | owlll onswer alL Jg nothing uneommon to hewr Lo liouse, radid

W¥ou wigh, perhapy, Lo cowgpars ue?! she asked, Slephen, und ho grasped moro flrmly his grost stalr,
haughtily. il you make wihy for us?’ demonded Lhe gergedhly

. apne the Tust time, will you makoe way

I ennnot Be compelled tn answor, except on my own
terme," sild tha amith, Yel 10 you will pefuse 9 onee
sgalng the thing wil be falghedst

saver my dend hody you con copln
Then the sergeant Wrow bl wword, ard his men #ef

“ho gulned o

< nane other, who rode

seller) thers 'wollzd out smiolie In volumes (rom eyvery win=o

*aword ‘and. dlsmounted  from hi4 horee; and the (prlnca

a moment Lhey stood wotehing the flre at the Crult sell-- .
. the countoss thither; how le himse

tinle halberds 1 rest, and the sergeant ctying, "In the
king's name!” eame ab Stephan with deawn aword and
Atmick: flercely At Nint,  [ut Stephen lot the great ataflf
drop-on the ssrgeant’s shoulder, and Lhe sergeant's arm
fell powerless by lig glde. Thereupon the guards crlsd
alotid, nnd people bemnn (o eome oit of thelf houses
And Slephen's eyes gleamod and whon the guards thruat
at hin, no struel at Lhem, and two of them he stretched
sonseless on the ground, for his hefghit and reach wore
stich that ha striuek tham before they could come noar
chough to toueh himj and, having no flrearms, they could
not bribhg him down, And the princess, now fully dressed
in hor own garmenty, came out ints the outer room ond
ttond thero, looking at Stephen, Her hosom’ rose and
foll, and hep oyos grow dim as she lookad; and growing.
vory eager, and belng very much moved, she kept mups
miuring to herselr: 7

"1 have not #ild no thrice, not thricel"

And it seemed to her o brave thing to:have such a |
man to fght tor her, and to offor s life fo hldo her
shame. - !

Now, olil King Henry was not a patlent man, and
when he had willed lwo hours without news) of con,
dnughtor or countess, lie flew Into a mighty passion, and
sent ono for his horsa and another for Rudolf's horse
and a third for Hudolf himselt; and he drank s draught
of wine, and calied to ludelf to accompany him, that
they might sce for (hemselves what the lazy hounds of
guards weare dolng thot they had not yet come up with
the guarry. Thus thay traveesed the elty, ridlng swiftly,
the uld king furlouely upbralding every officer and sol=
dior whom e met; ond hen they rodo to the gato, and
all Lha gotelkeepors sall {hat nobody had gone out, save
that one gatekeoper admlitted ihat two apprentices of
Btuphen tho allversmith had contrived Lo slip out when
the gites wore open Lo let the troopers poss. But the
Ring mude nothing of It, and, turning wilh hig son, roda
up the street wlhere Stephen Uved, And hers they camd
guddenly into the midst of a crowd that filled all the’
roadway, anil would hurtll]s- let the horses move even ot
o foot's puee. The king erled out angrily: “What fa this
tumult?’ ‘Chen the peopls ltnew him; and, Bince common
folle are nlwoys anxious to serve and commond: them=" '/
selves o the gront, n score begin all at onee to tell. him
what hnd happened; amd the king could not malke head
ar tall of the batel of volees. And Prince Rudolt dropped
hlg relns anc sat on his horse lnughing.  But the King,
his patlenca being cleun gone, drew his sword and erl_ed
fereely, “Mnke way!” and set spurs lo hls hDrED1 nok
recliing whether he hurt ony man in life or Hmb, Thug
nssage through the erowd and came neat
1ouse, Prinee Hudolf following in his wake,
still greatly amused at all that wag hanpening. i

But {he alght they snw arresied even Frince Hudolf'y
gmiles, and he ralsed himself In his sticrups with o B
dan ery of wonder. 1for four more of the guard ha
come, anil {hore wero now six stonding 1ound the :door:

to Hirphen's

iy, tnd ihree loy siretehed on the ground: and Stephen
the smlth stlll sloed on the threshold with his staft'in
hlg hand. Blood tlowed from n wound In hig head, but

he twirled his staff to fnd fro, and wos nol weary, wnd |
nene of the gunvl Gored to rush in and close with him,

Hut when the king heard that Stephen the smith
rosisted tho officers, wouldl not suffer hig house to bd
senrched, he fell Into n great rage) and he roarcd oul
on them all, ealling them onward, and, befors his son
or any one else could atop him, he deew his Bword end
dug his spura into hlg horse, Tha horse bounded Ear-
ward antl lnoeked down pne ‘ef tho guards who atood
round. Steplien, ‘Then thé king, nelther challenging Ste-
phen Lo yield nor glving him tlme to stand aside, bejn
eiirpled wway by puassion, ralsed his sword and rode fu
al him. “And the Princess, from within, caught alght of
his face, and she fell on her knees with s moan and hid; o,
her face, Then Stophen saw that it was tho king, and
agalnst him, He had no tlme for
thought, for the king was on him in the space of o sec-
ond, and he could do nothing but drop the stalt that he
held and stand defenseless In the doorway; fur he would
neltlicr strike the kihg por yield the paesage, - Bub the
king, not heeding In hig tury that Stephen hod: dropped
Nig staff, drew back hifs mrm and lunged witli his swaord, | |
and thriust the smith through the chest, and  Stephen
recled and fell on ono knee, and his blood flowed out on
the stone of the doorstep,  Then the king reined In his
harsa, and. sat looking down on Stephen; but Rudolf
leiped Lo the ground, and eame and enught hold of Ste-
phen, supporting him, and asking, “Whit does it mean;
wman?  Whit Adoes it mean?” ' e

Than Btephen, belng very falnt with his wound, sald
with difliculty: . .

Y@ome In nlone—you and the king alone,'"
Prince. Hudolf locked at' the king, who sheathied ‘hiz

supported Stephen Inelde (e house, and the king fo
them, and shil the door on ull the people outslde.
Then IKing Henry ithe Lion saw hiz daughler erouch-
ing down In the mbldlo of the reom, her fnce hlddlen i
her honds, . Surprisa and wonder banished lils rage, nnd
he eolld do no more than gasp her name, whila ‘the
winee, who knelt, supporting Stephen, erled to her, agk- "
ng how ghe come Lhere; bur sho nnaswered nothing. She
ook lier hands from her faee and looked at Stephen, and
wlien she stw that he was hurt and bleeding, zho fell Lo
sobblng, antd hid'hee foce ngaln, And she did not Itnow
whaiher she would have him live o dle; for, If ho lived,
tie could not be hers, nid £ he died, her heart would ncha
sorely ‘for. nim. Then Stephen, being sup orted hy tha
nrme of Prince Rudoelf, hude shift to speak, and he told
the king how, 2t his persuasion, the rincess had brought

f had contrivéd the
prasenee of the prince it the samo time; how, again, tha '
prlneass hnd been prevailed upon to old L lovera. =0 o

“And when Stephen had gaid hls say, he feil back yery
taint ln tho arma of the prines; and the prince tare.a
seart from hls waulst, and (rled Lo stigeh the blood from
Stephen's wouml,  But the old king, who wis 4 ha
man, smiled grimly.,

“Indeed, he has
j8'n elaver rellow,' sald he,
hang thap bleed ta dentl, let hils wound be, Rudolf.
by heaven, |€ you eure him, 1 will hang him!" {

Do not be afrald, sire,” snid Stephen, ''the erna
eannat eurs me,  You stlll strike straight, though you

are hard-on 70."
wutpaight enotgh for no roscal like you," sald tho
king, well pleased, And he added, ''Hold the fellow cas-
fly, Rudoll; I wottld not have him auffer,” And.thls waas,
théy say, the only time in all Mg Ute that Henry tha o5
Lion showed n sign of plty to any man, & i
Hutl Stephen was now very faint, and ho cost hlg eyes
toward tho princess, and Rudolf foliowed his eyes. Naow,
Ttudolf had, an offectlon tor Btephen, and he loved hia
slgtor, and was noman of eoft heurt; and he eried gently

lowed |

{rleked us finely, thls smith, and ha
*Rul, unlesa he would ruther
For,

to Osea, Come, slster, nnd holp me with  hlm.  And
ahe pose Ancd eame and sut down by the wall, and gaths
erod Slephen's head into her lan; and there he In?'. 00k
fng up at her with o smile on hid Hps, But still ha Lled,

and hiz bood stained the white cloak that she wore ov
her rebe, nnd her tears dropped on his fnee, But Rudol
lmlf hia father by the arm and led him o little way offy
saylng:
W hat matter, Bira? The girl Is young, and the mat
i dying, T.et them Lo

And the old king, grumbling, let himself Lo led away,

Then Stephen, looking up ot Osra, said:

Vo not weep, madame, - They will eseape now, and
they will bo happy.*”

1 was not weeping for them,' sald the prineess.

Btephon was silent Tor a Hitle while, and then he snld)
o you weep, modame, beoause L am dylng?"
“yp " Loweep fop that!!
vanld yon hove me |lve, madame?”’ he aslked,
#Nog, I would not—No—put 1 do not know,' she sal
Then Stephen the smith smiled, wnd his smllo wa

hapny,

et mald he, Uit would mnke small dlfference
tlrmli'rim:{e:ss Crarit whether - Stephen the smith lived o
e,

At ihis, although he lny
sudden fush of red epread oll aver

there nodying man, yet |
her” cheoks, and st%

turned her oyes away from him, and she would ot me
his lr;lnnul.': W ghe made hlm no answer, and he sal
ngaln:

vl can ft concern the princess whether I live o)
B the blush tuent an hier cheelk, and still she had
no apswer o glve to Stephen ns he ]uy dying with hiy
hend on her g And o beight gleam eame lnto hls eyes
and he tried to move o hand toward her hand; ang
alie, aeclng hid effort, put put her hopd aned heldd his; ang
he whispored very low, for ha could hardly spenls: |
SYau havo nob yet refusel me threo times, madame,” |

AL Lt (o v back to hls, and thelr ey
rooAnd for o momont It seem

1% I
dwell long on one anoth
to them that all things becwme posslble, life and Joy an
love, Yot slnce all eonld not be, ey were contsnt thinl
none should e Al the prineoess bant low over his head

sl sho whis 1 to himir
UNG, L have not rofused you thrice, Stephen.'! v
Tis Nps Just moved anee wguin, umi. belng very nead

him, sho heapd? g
fand you will pot®! he sald,
e, sl she, nnd she kissed his Hpg; and he smile

and turped on his ostde, and he peatled his head, ag |

woere gy an her lap, wml he sitld o more,

4 rlied Btephen (he pilversmith ot Btrelsau, happy o
dentll beciuse 08 the prineess huad not m:usgi
thrleo,  And sho il bim gently on'the grodmd, and’
el wont ;ll g oo where the King sat with us

And she o

Thil
in his

the king. | hada Rudalf &

WU W And ha
o eiaEe v opeople fo Jewve the street and retur,
to iheke b A when all Lho girects were cleavad,
the prines Aled herselt, and her brother muunted he
DIL i hor atud thus #he rade baele o the palace ] o
noin the Bouse of Brephen the o
15

ww that ghe hid bee

teinca Henvy, who had madi
' the lady whom he loved
won reconeilell to his father and retnrned o the ety o}
Srelsiih And when he b how Stephen hod died, ha
ridsed 0 stntely montinent oyes him, and hod earved: o
ft s nume i the doy and tha year on whien he had
died: amd underneath b enused to he engraved the words;
cpem e el oo Friend - And owhen this monument
Iibel stood th days In Ws place, there cama thither g
Iy elusely welled, and zhe prayed on her kneeg by Lhe
montment far o long while, and then rofe ansl stood res
parding Iti awl her eyes rested or tho laer worda: thok
Prince Henry bad wrltten on the glone, And| ghe eam
near anid kisael the words, and, when she “had - kizse
them, ghe whispered snftly, “'From b Lover to 4 LYo,

{11
aiter many month

Al
his escapn and mi




