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MAP OF VIRGINIA, SHOWING RAILROAD LINES, CITIES AND TOWNS.

Some Facts About Virginia.
Area, 42,450 square miles, or in acres, - 25,680,000
Assessed value of real estate, - - - $378,977,069
Mineral lands, not in above, - - - $ 7,779,995
Value of personal property, - - - $137,763,474
Manufactured products sold in 1905 - $1 56,897,625
Value of all crops in 1905, - - - $54,900,000
Pupils in public schools, - - - - 391,640
Annually spent on schools, - - - $ 2,350,000
Banking capital,. $ 19,000,000
Bank deposits,. $108,500,000
Population,.- - - 1,985,322
Miles of railroads,. . 3,228

Virginia's Great Progress, Abundant Resources and Bright Future.
By HON. CLAUDE A. SWANSON, Governor.

A wise philosopher has well said that a great people is one who
knows the past, lives in the present and looks forward to the future.
Considered from the past, present and future, Virginia is a great
Commonwealth. No people in the same length of time has pro-
duced more illustrious men or performed greater achievements.

Thc old Virginia, extending from Jamestown to Appomattox, is
the history of a glorious people replete with great deeds. The his¬
tory of thc new Virginia, from Appomattox to the present day, isi
one of which any people may well be proud, and which points to

great success for the future.
At the conclusion of the war the people of Virginia found their

homes desolated, their fields devas-tated, fences in ruin, implements
of agriculture gone, labor disorganized, financial credit destroyed'
and every family in mourning. No people had greater difficulties
to solve, greater obstacles to overcome, than the Virginia peoplq
in 1865. The story of the rehabilitation of Virginia is one in which
every Virginian can feel a pardonable pride.

Under Financial Burden.
Virglnla found herself burdened with a large public debt, and her

public flnances in' a state of absolule bankruptcy. After years of distress
from thls sourcc. Virglnla settled hor public debt by agreement with her
credltors satlsfactory allke to them and to her. There are very few of tho
States of tho Union that have had large public debts that have not been
gullty of repudiation. Be it said lo the honor of Virginia that she settled
her public debt with the concurrence and approval of her croditors. and,
na slnce she made this fair and equitable settlement, she has promptly
paid the interest and mot every obligation incurred. The last session of
the Legislature of Virginia anticipated by many years the creation of the
slnklng fund which will provido for the extinguishment of the public debt
prlor to its maturity. Thls year Virginia began to travel the pathway that
leads to its extinction. So faithfully has the Stato discharged her public
obligations that Virginia securities to-day have jzi value in the markets
Buperior to British consols.

One hns only to go through the various counties in Virginia to see

.what a marked and wonderful improvement has occurred in agriculture
ln every section of tho: State. Wornout farms have been converted into
fertlle fields, ancl everywhere are seen indications of modern scientific
farming. Few Slates in the eastern section of the Union can show such
wonderful increase in agricultural products and agrlcultural wealth. In
wheat, corn, oats, trucking, tobacco, grass, cattle, fruit, and every agricul¬
tural product known to Ihe temperate zone, Virginia has shown greatly
Increased production, ancl anticipates still greater' possibilities for tho
futuro. With easy accessibllity to markets of the great Eastern cities, with
their vast population, Virginia offers agrlcultural advantages possessed by
few sections.

Growth in Manufactures.
Virginia has also grown very rapidly ln matnifacturos. In overy line

of manufacture her onterpriso and capital have ventured and succeeded.
The increnso in manufacture has been so great that to-day the annual
products of tho factories ia Virginia exceed those of the'farm, making it
really more of a mainifacttirlng than au agrlcultural State. With the
Bpleudid hurbors of tho Chestipoako Bay, from which the products of fac¬
tories cnn bo distribuled to all tho markets of the world, wlth-the vast
coal fields of Southwest Virginia easlly accessible to thoso ports and other
States, with tho great water power of tho rivera that run from her moun¬
tains to the sea, Virginia is dostinod to ho one of the great manufacturing
States of this country. I look forward in tlio near futuro to a phenomenal
duvx'lopuiout of V.irfl_ia lu .thjg /U«£-Uour ., GOVERNOR SWANSON.

Virginia has every clemont that nature can givo for the creation of
successful and prosperous manufactorles. The success of tho present is but
a sllght indlcatlon of what wo may expeet in the future. No State haa
stiperior transportation fa-alities, both by rail and water. We have many
through lines running from north to south and from east to west, which
give every opportunity i'or exchango of commodities and for salo of the
product of farm and faetory. In utilizing these roads for tho development
of her agrlcultural, mineral and manufacturing interests, Virginia has. a

great advantage over Inland Statos. Thoro is not a city or Bection of tha
Stato the products of which cannot be shipped to deep water, there to be
distributetl over the world, on railroads entirely .withln the State of Vir¬
ginia. Whero transportation is entirely within a Stato, tho State authoritiea
can fix the rato charges. Virginia has the power to so control the trans¬
portation linos as to make them beneflcial to the dovelopment of the State
in hor various Iridustries. This fs an advantage which will attract capital
for investments here. and gives a seacoast Stato liko ours a great and
insting advantage. This. power will ho exercised very justly and fairly,
but flrmly.

Her Vast Mineral Interests.
Tho mineral dovelopment of Virginia has been equally as surprising.

Ono has but to vlslt Southwest Virginia io be aniazed at tho wonderful
progress there exhlblted in tho various lines of minerals. Iron, coal, zinc,
cement, salt. and nearly all tho mTncrais known to modern civilization are

now being successfully mined within this State. A great mlneral develop¬
ment awaits Virginia along wlth her manufacturing and agrlcultural
growth. The varied productions of Virginia have so greatly Increased that
tho railroads of the State havo been compelled to doublo their tracks and
increase their tninsportatton facilities. The traffic is so largo that new

trunk lines are under construction ln the various sections of tbo State.
No Slate has surpassed Virginia ia new railroad construction In recent
years.

The banking capital of Virginia, in proportion to populatlon, is larger
than that of any othor Southern State, and we are fortunate now in having
our own capital largely to aid our development. lntliistrially, Vrlglnla is
rlcher, more progressive, aud has greater possibllitles than ever before in
her history. Thero are brlght prospects for great wealth in this State ln
every direction.

Tn rccent years Virginia has been blessed also with a great educational
awakening. Thoro aro fow States in tho Union whlch ean show in the
last few years more gond Bchoolhouses constructed, or a greater Increase
of nppropriations for primary schools, eolleges and universlties. This ia
but the beginning of a movement which will ultimntely bo conmiraraated
ln giving this Commonwealth an idncational system equal to that of any
Ptate.

To Have Better Roads.
With the last snssion of Iho Genoral Assembly, Virginia commencod the

improvement of hor public roads by Stato aid. A bill was enactod for a

comblnatlon of (ho Stato and local altl In tho construction of roads. By
thls blll tho Stato furnishes tho labor through its eonviets, feeds, clothea
and guards tliem, niul tlie local luithorttios furnish tho materlal. Tha
succoss of this systom has boen demonstrated, It has been more successful
than anticipated. 'Flvo campa havo beon organized and much good work!
accomplishod. It has boen so successful that the domand from the coimtio*
to get tho aid extended by tho Stato hus beon far greator than can bq
suppllod. Tho appropriatlon was wlsely limitcd until tho succeua of th«
system could bo perfectly assurod. Thla is but tho beginning of a move¬
ment which will rosult ln the betterment of our publio highways, Tha
Interest ln this matter iacreasea each year, and beforo long goo£ r«*Wlt«
will bo accompllshed.

Virginia can face thc future with confidence, and feel that a greaU^j
dfiftUliy/-tt.wa^he.r, __,
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