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Across the Nubian
Desert,

HIGHWAY TO CENTRAL AFRICA

Flow It Was DBuilt ~and Queer
I'eatutres of Travel
Uipon It

DY FILANIC G, CAHI'EN

1L,
Allinra,
HAVE come tn Albara to dopceribe
the new rallrond whieh the Brit-
Ish hrvae bullt from hiees (o the
L Ited Sea, The rond beglne 200
milen ta the north  of @ Khr
tiim, In'the heart of i Nublan Desert,
mnd goes over the sand and rock, up
hill and down, for a distange of 332
milns (o Port Sudan, It crosees ono of
tlia hleakest deserts on earth, There
Is np vegetation ot nll betwoen hrra
and the Hed Bea, unptll seithin nhout
nina mlles of the const, whaore thers
Is a rmeanty growth of thorn blishes
nnd acrub, whieh feeds small flocks
of camnolp and ahlicep, The only dnhnbi-
tants of the desert nro =oms Nubian
tribes, who go about from place to
plaes, Hyvlng In tepts of matting, seek-
Ing pasture for thelr flocks and camp-

Ing down by the uuﬂﬂlnnal walls,
The Hed Bea rond was opencd  n
Iittle more than o year ngol it hegan |
daing business as goon As 1L wns fin-
f=hised, and It now hos more freight |
than ears. All tha trode of the Hudn |
will probably gn over It, and, (L =
halieved, muech of the tourlst travel
wi well, Alreoady the Mohammedan nli-
grims, from Central Afriesn and the
whole Upper Nlle valley are taking
this rallroad an tholr way to and
from! Mecea; soms. nf Lhe tourkyts who
go up the Nile are returning by the
Fed Sea, and ships are now snflin
regulariy from Port Sudan to Buez.

A Gremt Frelght Itooie.

“Fhiin road Is bound to maka a |.'|'r-n'.|
change In the frolght rates 1o
Hudan, All lhe goods of the payt lin
been landed st Alesandrim and o
ried by raill or boat up the Nlire 1o
Shellal, & digtance .ﬂluluxt s great as [
Jew York to Chicago.

”'(l)'l}?t!r:':: has bean taken on steamers |
to Wady Halfa, and thence on trallis
{o Khartum. The rallrond freight hud
tor Le transferred on its way to Hh--n.x.l
being taken from the hroad-guuge cars
nt TLuxol and placed on the nd ru\t-l
EAUg: from Luxor to Assouan, All of
those transfers wers costly, and
frelght riles were high and the traflic
slow. Now ships go rlgnt through e
Suex Cansl to Port Sudan, on thia Hed
Sea, nnd there land thelr goods for the
Sydan. There ara excellent shipping
facilities, and the freight is transforred
almost direct to the cars, which by onea
continuoug A00-mile haul Iand them in
Yo hartum, JIn tha past wheat eoulil be
sent from Chleago to Liverpool at &
fower frelght than that which formerly
prevalled between Khartum and Wady
Halfa. The cause of Lhis was the high
price of coal, as (it all hiad. to he
brought up the Nile from Alexandria
and onward by ship and road The
¢oal s now coming In from the Tad
and the Englishoare erecting ship-
facilitiés to accommodate the traf-

The Athara Itiver.

Tt first iet me giva you some fdea
nf the statinn which orms the termi-
nus of tha Red Sea Hallrond, - Athara s
right In the heart of the Libyan Desort,
1t {5 abont 200 miles north of Khartum,
at the junctlon aof the Atbara River
and the Nile. It {g also at the junction
nf the Red Sea road with the great
trunk line which s to go from Calro |
to the Caps, The northern section of |
the latter starts at Alexandria and runs

northward through hers to Khartum. (at (he

where the Blue and White Niles come |

together and form the main stream, | had to hire

'The Atbara Diver, which can
plainly seen Trom Lhls =tation, {2 th

!
Tu=t Lranch that the Nile has Imt\lﬁl‘ﬂ:l|u1n'|'\u[|!\'rl,

thiie polpt and the sea. The Atbara]

vizes In the Abyssinian mountalns .mrl:,..]m|1~1 of 200 feel euch,

It carrles down tn the Nile every vear|
milllons of tons of the rich Abyssinlan
mud which m=kes so fertile the Lower

ihis river has a volume which rom-
nares with that of the greatest rivers
of the world, and at other times It I=
ns dry ai bone.  From Aarch until

piaces without wettlng vour feet, and
there a8 only water here amid thera
eollected In the depresslons and pools.
Thesp contaln hippopotaml, crocodiles,
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deep, and  they
roll down fn o great vear from i quar-

of a reddish color, anid are loaded with

lsinfan hizhlands ara

come with greal
. over whilch the rallroad cross

Iy Yunkces.

me when 1 Inok
1y steel spans which eross
reflect that John Bull
to make them
prides Wwas con-
oo of our hridge-bullding
hiere in sec-
#lx preat steel
built upon plers

It 2eoms strange lo

under Lhe river to the bed rock.
bridge is well hullt,
Nile valley., Durlng a part of the year|it easily withstands the great floods.

and I am told that

rallway centres of

Mr_nunt "."crnnn

Port Wine, hottle,

(1E) LOcaTED AT N, HRGAO AvK CAPITTL
‘3. THE NGAT BEAUTIE L ARE CF THE EATY

~ Newly Renbvated and lml.amlx;ed
Spec:lal rates by da

the came fur!t'}rneral that T met Captain
Atbara: |and had a long talk with him
in July and!this new road to the Red Sea:

and {5 now
{th manager, We first vislted the rall- | but all at ooce it crumnbles to plec
rongd )-llulN_ whilch 1le here in the g
They arelof the desert, covering two or
aeres of the Lleakest part of the earth,
dust of which 1ha Ab¥E-|They are great sheds, with
When the|galvanized Iron and roofs of
down nmsses;plate  glass. Thers ar: Incomotives,
‘Aare some- | eprg and steal ties ana telegraph poles
dead bodies of | jving outside, and going In I found all
The watersisorts of rallway repalr and constrie-
force, and the Atharal tion work were zolng an.  Tha machin-
Sste wers o mixture of whites,
the river, has to be strong o withstand ! and yellows, reprasenting a half-dozen
different nations and tribes.

wera  British  overseers, Greels
Itallan mechinics, Nublan hlacksmiths
and many Nublan boys, who were tak-
ing a sort of manual training course
in nnlprlﬂml they may serve as loco-
motive engineers, under machinista and |
trackmen. The machinery 15 of modern
malke, and the shops ara abont a:
ernquipped as our shops at Panama.

the waters|a part In bullding the line

¥

fect down

one af the |railway materials.

the Sudan. Lying “Iere,"” sald he, as ha polpted to tha
June you ecan walk across it In mn-t|fll- le jum-rinrl ur its two echlef lines, | wheel of an . American locomotive,

! otlices and shops, [which wasg cut a groova Eo
director, Cap=|wide that I could lay my three fingera
Bey. 1t was|in it, "Iz an example of how the sands
letter from the Governor-|ruln our car wheels. The

= SCLME AT NULEIRN BLESERT STT/0M"

Taw i
|

Midwinter{ol Lhe wood telegraph
about | Blwnys

Tow the Desert Ruins Rollronds.

The As we walked from Iathe to
aml from planing maching te planing
machine, Captain Midwinter pointed out
| Bama of tha peculiarities of the wear
A Descrt Itallwny Centire. vand tear which the desert has
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Liquors for XmasHolidays
Pure Virginia Apple Brandy, gal., $2

1820-1822 E. Main St. 506 E. Marshall St.

vovered with gralng as hard as (lint
They blow over the rails, and as Lho
ears move they grind out the steel ns

though they wore emery powi
I result & wheol’'s Nfo ks short, and
{we hinve to cut down Its Lirg every
L few miontha,  Marepver, Uie sind gels
L into. tha bearings, and there is p con-
tinuous wearing, whiclh necessliates al-
moest constant rapale”

“How about your sandstorms?  Are
!Lln-_\' eerlous obstacles to teaflle?”

“AL thmes, yes. They connr with such
violenge thnt they cover the (racks;
they darken the sun 20 that when you
|are In one yob cannot o youpr hiand
hefora vour foee, T often dpring
jup afur off, and you rowntel them
teoming. AL saeh 'tim g mand gets
|in'_rp cvorvthing aml grinds s way
through all parlts of the machlners,

“Anpother thing wa ha to contend
with,"” continusd the roilw MELNHERT,
“ig the extraordinory dr 4 0f tho
alr. This shrinks everything connaected
with the rond., Our rolling stock hns
to he tightened up agnln and agaln,
One of our pasdenger cars will shrink
s much as eighteen Inchies in one wall
slone, amd wa have o put In extra
boards to Nl up. This 18 50 as to all
sorts of woodworl,

‘TI'he Dextructive Ant,

“Another trouble I thy white ant,’”
Captain Midwintor contlnied, “Thnt
little termite ¢atsz anvihiy
chews up the insldes of our ears and
teven attacks the furniturs,
| “Where there Is the least mofsture
he ants will o for the rallrpad tics,
and they will also chow out the Insides
olex,  Thoy
, leaving a
Tha result
look sound,

warle -in ‘the
vin =hell of wood ou
that & tle or pole me

We lizve to inspect the rond VOry! care-
fully at regular Intervals and watch
out for weal po We are now
liglng ateal as nn-z Thoy dn not
maka so smooth, a:rand.as the wooden
ties, but the ants canndteat them.  We
are also using sténl telegraph poles.'

Amerlenn. ve. Hritlsh

acomol]

compare with those from Great Brit-
amn?" E 5

“Not well,” replicd the railroad direc-
tor.: “Wa have some of your engines
which we hought seven years ago, Wa
are still using them, but mast of them
have heen repafred and made over
You people makae locomotives, expect-
ing to run them to thelr full capacity
‘fnr: four or five years and then thru\‘r
them on the scrap heap, This is 1]4
advisable out hers In the desert, wh
freight costs 8o much and tha trouble
of petting our rolling stock s so great,
We want machinecy that will stand
all sorts of trials, Including tha cll-
rinte. We want it rustproof and rot-
m:nr)l‘ anmnd heavily ‘made all around,
Wa have here nob anly tha dry air
ani tho sand to contend wilh, but In
the neighborhood of the Ted Sca also
the eall ale and the alkall water, The
ntter ruln our bollers, and more En,

A loolk at this English  lncomotive
vhich has just heen sent fn for ro-
Its holler ig Tull ar h:)lu: That
comes from the alkall water,

Desert Walep Stnilons,

“I suppose the lack of water is
of your chie difliculties, 1s it n.ug'nc

“Yes, This ratlroad s something over
400 mlles ‘long, and tho track 18
lild. through the sand. For aboul ona-
third of tho distanes inland from tlie
Ited Sen the country is mountalnous,
but tho rest {5 fint, There are 1o
streams, and wao heve to roly on Ar-
teslan wells for our water supply, Wao
have hored a number, but wa il that
tha water In many places 1s salt, We
strucle one which had 3 per cont, of
salt In {t, and another In which the
witer was 1 per cent. galt. OfF COUTHA,
such water {5 useless for our locomo-
Lives,

“Wa are having Lrouble also {h get-
tng o good wator supply at Port Su-
(].111. Wa o sanlk one well (o a depth of
500 fedt and struck al goold flow of
Wo had hardly completod
. before the salt water froni
the Ted Sea began to seep In) and wo
aro now drilling again. There are =ome
Biretches nlong the route where there
I# no water whilever, In such places
we have Lo carrey our supply with us,
For this we hoave tnnks nf galvanlzed
fron, ench of which will hold abooat
1,500 gollons,.' 3

eavel on the Red Scea Iiallra

“With wll this, Captuin DMidwi
can you make your read pay

S thinlk so. 1t Is the short ocut to
the Sudan  and Central Atrviea
it wlill have the most of tho en
trade of that rogion, Mha country s
voast, ond it 1s Just now on the edge
of .its. develapmont, Gooda will ha
brought over the Ited Seca road  to
Whartum ond  thoenea sent Lp the
White and Blus Niles. Wo shall have
now  roads golng out from IKhavtum
connocting tha Nile with all parts of
tho eonntey, wmds both the rlvers wl
the rond will be fooders for Lhis 1ing
of; nura" L olis

The sdne on Il lrond: Bniliding,
"Bpliking of the railvoads of L. Su-
dgn, ! urlng n convorsation; with Sie
Reginald AWingate, tho Govarnor-Gons
eral b Khavtum Toasloed hing gevernl
questlons as to thely possible future,
Fle sndd: Y

YR davelopiment of Lthe counbey dos
pends lavgely  upon  vallvopd  bullding
he romd feoms the Nila toitha Bad Ses
{i anlropdy {nereaalng onpstrade, foll it
will dp more as 'so00n o wesean- heing
the cord pight nterdfhnrtum und Ome
durman. | We are bullding o bridego
porasa the Blue NiUs whichwill carey
the rand jnL Chartum, ond in the nodre
flltul' . W rhnil lm.\'u u. l;rhlhﬁ

L
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B owooden, It

“I undorsfand that yon have HOme |
American locomotives,  How qla {hey|

They're the source of constant satisfaction, if you
furniture—and good fumniture only is obtainable here.

There's much here you can pick up now at 10 to 25 per cent.
We're forcing sales early, but, of course
Select what you want from this
list, or, better still, visit the store and go through the stock.
Maybe something will suggest itself you've never thought of.

under regular price.
making reservations on deposit.

Are Never Forgotlen.

Morris Chairs

The greatest assnrtment you have

OVer o HerT. n

nnd upholstoring:s.

A magnifleent

Chairs, Al ot

prices this week, FT.nllhu.,
£ 8 isigla slan s n e s aneis
Masslve Wentherad Oak Rpcleers,
with seiat upholstered
ette.  Speeinl  this

1

higlly polished.
Lhis weeli at ...

MORIS CTLATRE,

Hassocks

and Valvet Cavpets of this

patterns; speclnl baveain' nt.

Special Price Attractions | Ladies’ Desks
TOR THIS WEEIK v e, -
BEILOCIAN :-‘-II'I‘I
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|

s $4 85

Beautflul C.llnrtmm'l Oak Rockers,

CHIFFONIERS
DRESSE

SRS e

WARDROBES ..ov.vias.. 810450 up |

$19.98 for $25 Parlor St

Threa pleces,
carved

25 values,

mahogany finighed,

ce pitlerns of Vero-

Music Cabinets,

A fine selection—

$5.00 up.

Choice Rockers

Rig. Cholce Ttockers,
upholztered reed,
great values, $1.206 ln..

Library Cas_es_

$6.50 to $50

I special at

7 and 9 W. Broad Street,
The Cheapest Cash or Credit Store in the City

in #ome respects, than the sand, Takn |

Southern Bargain House

OUR LINES ARE STILL COMPLETE IN EVERY DEPARTMENT
TG 1004-6-8 East Cary Strcet. '
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Hlow

e
(o White and Blua Niles, wnd wa shall
hiye- rmulhm- u\Lcnnim: runnim. uft into
ISurdafi 3

HTThAY. nlmnl Skl
dinn . to sAhypanin e
ey caviLbs oome.
+ thaly hulhlln.,. wlll Nlllll. from
L0, h‘(lm Abyasinla romuins to
Thoera 14 (alk new of extonds
Ineithe paliroad avhileh elins from 1)
put) to-near-Ipvar: clear aerpss Abyibs
sinln pd on intn the spdan tokChavtiin,
M hera are no natyral difficulties in the
Buldan to provent such i tonstruction
and e soane la probablyiteng of Abys-
It ig nlso a possibility of tho far
futura that the railroads' of the Froneh
Clango wiid thosa off tha Budan muy bo
Joined,!
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$3;98 to $35

Dressers
$12 Dressers,

French plate mir

$17.50 Dressers, $12.98

LCarpets

Including laying,
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