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j Twas the nighTBefore Christmas, and all thro* the^oi
Every good little boy and girl snugly was curled.

%With eyes shut in sleep or with eyes shut in feaig:
Lest if open, Saint Nicholas would not com^ntat^g^
And out on the edge of a snug little town,
Where the snow-man hadpovered thefieldstiiat-w^l^^h;
With a blanket all feathery. fluffy and white,
In a neat little home shone a bright little light.

In that same little home in a warm little bed
A good boy of seven was hiding his head. v>~
For he knew--as you all know.that tho' yo^K-ah't sleep
On the night before Christmas, you stillinustn't peep>

He had written to Santa. Claus lt5ng weeks ago
His letter had gone up the chimney.and so

He was sure that when daylight came over the hill
The things he had asked for his stockings woiild fili.

He had asked for a drum and a real choorchoo train;
For a nice set of tools and a big cahdy cane;

For -a blue soldler-suit and apuppy named! Mikc,.
And a whole lot of other things good boys should jik*.;^:
And now thro' the covershe thinks'he can hear
A patter of hoofs that tells Santa is hear.

At first they are loud, but then dimmer they
And they carry this little boy into a dceam.

¦". '-M : .- ¦¦ v >¦./
Now, of all' the fine dreams that'in Sleeplano
There was never a dream quite so fine as

For this same bpy of seven.mind well wti
Was riding with Santa Claus up in his sleigti

...v.. ,¦ .. ........... .;.'.

'So close to the dear old man's side was he stowed
That he felt the warm glow of his cheeks as they rod
And 'twas he held the lines when the reindeer would
To let Santa out at each new chimney-top!

Oh, how the bejls tinkled as onward they flewl
And how they did hurry. the work,to get through!
ind what loads of presents they left here and therj

ft'-v scurried along thro' the crisp, wintry air!

They did-not draw up ateach chimney-top, though.
For Santa leaves out naughty children, you know;
And on this Christmas Evc,.I must say with a sigh,
There were just a few houses Jie had to pass by.

After Vhile this good little boy
saw they had come

To thejchimney that rose from
:. v fiis very own hoiner -.

jAod.Jms tsyes they -grewt big
^ian^hiaheart it beat fast,

iww he wouhi isee^all-'fiiV
resents at -last!....'
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icre tfas.the dmm and
eal.choo-choo train,4.
¦6 ;riiee sct ipl tools arid:

'liMiglhl^
Mr* Santa f'*fcfccried oht4-,"(%ofce)^',':>
man that whjen I sent up m>'note."

j7'^e;:w^s>|[^dy:^di:cfy('When/rthe darling old fellow

§ Sjrniled at"him 2ai(i^sai_, ina voice very mellow:

|^$fcig<^^ it all through;
^'^^^^^^^^^¦VT^scnt, as^hvays 1do;
|.'*But'^nertfl-loi^ed^own; from my"sribw-covered crags
|:'TsaMlr avpopT'bpy,cjfossed in nothing but rags.
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*'i*\nd I said tp*in^self, 'That dear boy will be glad
;ii71 giye this wattft^uitto that shivering lad.
Arid I'm sure he wopd rather this puppy-dog small

/Bejeft with a chilcts^ho has no petsat all.''*
4; ,. v.', '..'.;. -; ,. -# ¦';*,;..>;''.??3
For just a wee m imiErahe boy could not speak,
But he smiled thro' a^ifcardrop that rolled down his cheeK,
A.nd''6e^id»::'<Siant^.;0|usl' you did just what was rightj
For the^yneedted those .tlitngs more than I do. Good nij

:&nd^w^ ride,
*|lj$p^lip$ed tp?tlie fi replacc, and there he espied
?1^6tohly the presents he wanted, but more
¦f.', ..¦¦¦'¦. ;¦'¦' ¦'¦'. ;"¦-¦"... * -' " .'-. ¦.'.¦-.

^^j^'-t^c^er-'he^^dreainetf-bf or heard of before;
'¦'¦'i">V''.'l,. ¦'' .-..*¦¦.¦ ... ./.'¦¦..'¦',
^44^4 ....

¦¦:. ,-; ;%,
j^jSjl-the: first things of all tjjs surprised eyes to stri
>.i\v-.'!;.¦¦!.,'jv'; ;:¦'''-....'¦>' .-' :...'-'-i .'.;'.',''. v<jraftoe'bluesoldier^suitfand the puppy named
Srasafi^J^^^ pinned to a sieeve,1

JJSa^ing, <#As ye have giveri, .soi.'sliall ye receivc."
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