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Ii Is valn to nsk God to moke un
goad. He never mnkes ony one
goold.  We mny nsk Him to help
nK 1o hecome gooild; that He gl!“'lu'l
does.—Wnshington Glodden,

BRYAN AND BUST.

A Northern Democrat, whose nama
has been mentioned prominently In
connection with the presidential nomi-
nation, recently said teo a Virginia
Democrat that the fortheoming actinn
nf the Denver convention was already
“eut and dried.” By thiz he meant, ot
course, that Willlam J. Bryan was al-
ready nominated; and it goes without

eayving that the platform  will he
agreeable to Mr, Bryan. There ara
those who say that Mr. Bryan will

defer to the wishes of the conventlon,
but that iz net Mr. Bryan's npolitical
habit. In 1900 he gave notlee in ad-
vanee that he would not accept the
nemination unless the platform should
eontaln a free silver plank, and all the
pleading of the leaders who gaw him
In person did oot move him from that
position. But matter what =sort of
a platfarm the Denver convention may
promuleate, i Mr. Bryan is the nomi-
nee  voters will read Into It the pet
doctrines of that distingulshed gentle-
man, A party platform, no matter how
well it may he worded and phrased, is

no

an inanimate thing; it is the candi
date who glves [t lfe. If Mr. Bryan
I nominated, his record will he the

platform, and he could not get
from it §f he would; and he would not
it he could, for Mr. Bryan is no re-
canter,

What of the result? Twiee has Mr
Bryvan' azked the people of the Tinlted
Htates to cleet him to the presidency,
and twice has he been defented. 1s he
more popular now than he was In 1508,
or in 18007 Read the view, published
elerwhere, of Mr. L. J. Coppage, a {or-
mer Virginian, now residing at Craw-
fordsville, Ind. "The possihility of a
nationnl Demecratic success,' says he,
“depends on the support of the Inde-
pendant. or conservative wvote in the
doubtful States of the North or Middie
West, The party has galned no natlonal
slaction siner the war, except by the
aid of o large vole from this element.”

Very true. Cleveland won in 15892 he-
cause he carried the Solid South, the
Tremocratio States of the North and
the doub®il States of the West, Bryan |
carried’ gdbme  Western States which
Claveland did not bt he okt
the States whoss vates ecounted, and
he lest the Democratic States of the)
North. We do not see how It |5 possi
hla for him to do better in 1008, As
Mr. Coppage agein saye, Ywith Bryan
as the candidate and with the doubt-
ful or obhjectlonable things for which

away

Ccarry,

| prohabi

tnue ta go, to maonufactirers, whose
guodi mre proteeted by the tarlfe,
Richmond's galn from the removil
ol this tax has hoen practieally noth-
Ing, and her net losg {8 a promising
home enterprige, The Argument of-
ferad by thoss who opposed the 1ax
was that It was wrong In prineipls and

vielous In practice (o tax the people at

lerge for the benefil of n manufactir-
Ing industry, That doetrine |s as sound
n8 the decalogue, but It anplled In all

directions 1L would wipe out every
veelige of Lhe protective lariff, The
argiyment of The Times-Dispatch wae

and 15 that so0 long as protectlon is the
recognlzed poliey of the Republican
udministration its benefite should apply
allke to all peérsons engaged In legitl-
mate trade, The tariff nt bhest js8 class
leglslation, but It Is worse when Its
heneflits are glven to one class of manu-
facturers and withheld from others. So
long ns New York factories are pro-
tecled we shall insjst that Richmond
factories he protected. If Lhat be
treason to tariff-reform, make Lhe most
ot

Dut the Richmond incident nas not
been In valn, for |t has served to show
how unwise and unsound is the whole
syatem of protection. No Industry can
he safe or stable which depends upon
government favoritlsm for Its success,

STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION.

In reply to The Times-Dispatch'a
question {f it would not pny PFelers-
hurg to defray her own criminal ex-
penses on  condition that the State
would exempt personal property from
State taxation, the Norfolk Virginlan-
Pilot says:

“There 18, of course, but one answer
ta the question: but suppose it he
asked of the many towns and coun-
iies in the State where the bool |s on
the other leg. If the majority of Vir-
ginla communities ¢an show a halance
sheet as good as that of Peteraburg,
the aggregate balance In favor of the
general trensury would be so substan-
tial that no Legislature from the view-
peint of a representative of the whole
Commonwealth could faver a changs

from fthe present system. If, on the
contrary, the Auditor's report should
show that, In a majority of the suh-

divielons from which personal property
taxes are derived the criminal expenses
excéed the taxes collected, then the
local influence on the leglslator of the
people whose votes elected him would
v dictate his apposition to any

change.

The Auditor's report shows that in
two-thirds of the citles of Virginia
and in nearly nine-tenths of the ecoun-
tles, the tax which the State collects
on personal property s greater than
the local cost of criminal prosecutions.
Therefore, the plan which we have
stuggested would clearly be in the In-
terest of those cities and countles: and
State legislation Is supposed to he for
the greatest good to the greatest num-
bher. But we think that it would also
be in the Interest of the State ae an
organization, for it would simplify her
tax system and her bookkeeping and
help lier to cqualize taxation. We he-
lieve that it would also have the of-
fect to reduce crime and ahollsh the
wretched fee syetem.

FARMING IN THE SOUTH.

Nothing better betokons the pros-
perity of the South than the state-
ment that durlng the past five years
the corn crop of thls section has in-
creased 50 per cent.

There was a time when the South-
ern planter devoted his farming opar.
atlons almost exelusively to cottion,
This one crop method compelled him
to purchase most of his supplles from
the West, and when the cotton LTOnR
falled, or when the price was ahnor-
mally low, he way in a bhad way. Of
Inte vears, however, one-crop farming
has hecome exceptional and diversified
farming the rule. It s eatimated that
during the year 1907 the Scuth pro-
duced:

Hay of all kinds, tons..... -
Whent, hushels.
Corn, bushel

Oats, husnels, .

Tobaceo, pmn.dg:” _________ 457,135,000 | fore. It will have periehed from the
Rioe, bushels...... evraaan. 21.412.000 | visible creation, and no eye can follow

It is further stated that in 1200 :heior rest upon it but His, who is the
valus of products of vegetable gardens | Anclent of Days, the Alpha and
of the South was $13,000,000: at present | Omega, the beginning and the end. All

th

yarda'ln this sectlon |n over $80,000,000,
makihg the sum total of tha annual
fruft wnd Lruek product 6f the South

fully. $160,000,000,

These cropg are p nat galn, for thetr
production la In ndditlon to the cotien
cérop, whidh ehows no falling off, ex«
cept 1a had crop years, 1t ngriculturs
Is the basls.of all swealth and {f the
Bouth continties lo produeca all the
coltton, one-third of the corn, one-
seventh of the wheat, and other crops
In' proportlon, how long will it be
before tha Houth becomes the richest
of all sections In Uncle Sam's domaln?

The maln difffeulty s that with all
our progress there ig atill much slips
shod farmiing la the South, due In part
to the credit system. One of our North
Carollna contemporaries says that In
Its terpitory a tenapt has been able to
get credit from hls merchant for a
horge, a puggy, for corn nnd hay and
all supplies neceesnry to the malnten-
ance of himself and famlly, the bllls
to be pald wher Lhe crop was maduo.

“Tha result of this' says our con-
iumnorary, Mg that laboer has becomo
scarcer and more unrteliable avery year,
and many farms are growing up in
hushes, the ditches filllng up; in fact
lesa is beinz made on many farms than
formerly."”

Wa should say so. What branch of
industry ecould prosper under euch o
ayatem? No senelble man would under-
take to carry on & manufacturing busi-
neas or n mercantlle businesy, without
elther knowledge or capital, But thers
ia a popular Impression that any clod-
hopper may rent a farm, gel a mer-
chant to “carry him,” and come out
ahead nt the end of the year. It is an
absurd hypothesis, and merchants
make g mistake and do thelr com-
munily a positive injury by encourag-
ing It

The editor of the Charlotte Observer
recelved from a friend at Chrlatmas
the following sentiment from Dr. Van
Dyke:

“I am thinking of you to-day, be-
causa {t s Christmne, and I wilsh you
happiness. And io-morrow, hecause it
will  be tha day after Christmas, I
shall etlll wirh you happlness; and so
on clear through the year. I may not
be able to tell you about It every day;
hecause I may ba far away; or because
hoth of us may be vary busy: or per-
haps because [ cannot even mfford to
pay the postage on so many létters, or
find the time to write them. But that
makes no difference; the thought and
the wish wlll be here just the same.
Whatever joy or success comesa lo you
will make me glad. Without pretense,
and in plain words, good wlll to you
s what I mean, in the Splrit of Christ-
mas.""

Thai's the quality of good will The
Cimes-Dispaleh had an mind when it
sent out {ts Christmas grecting. Rich-
mond would do well to adopt tha Van
Dyke sent!ment as lta motto for 1908,

Ralelgh gave up a dlapensary pay-
{ng a net profit ot $15,000 a year for
the sake of temperance, PBut Raleigh
belleves that even In a business way
she will gain more than she will lose.
Many communities are now adopting
prohibition as a husiness mMEeRBUTe.

—_—
ALWAYS THE SAME,
(Selected for The rimes-Dispateh.)

“Jesus Christ the samo yasterday,
to-day and forever—Heb. xil. 8

What .a caomfortable Scripture
dwell upon In ihese last days of the
dying year. What & consolation amid
the uncertainties of the future and the
{nevitable changes which must coma in
the year upon which we ore so soon
to enter!

“They shall perish, but Thou Te-
mainest; and they all shall wax old
as a garment, and as a vesture shall
Thou fold them up, and they shall be
changed; but Thou art the same; and
Thy years shall not fall," Upon that
averlasting truth, in simple trust wa
rest.

A few more hours, and another year
will have come to an end, and have

Lo

annual vield af orchards and vine- | the ages lle in the hollow of

joined the myriads of lhosa gone be-

His

he stands {n the platform, the Repub-
Vean majoritfes of 1866 and 1660 will|
he duplicated, and the Demnorratie party |
further digeredited.” |

Similar warnings coma f(rom all |
parta of the country. Many aven of
Mr. Bryan's. devoted followers have
nn hope of his election; and stlll the
ery s Bryan and bust. Very well if
it must be, let Mr. Bryan agaln put|

his unpareileled populavity to the test—|

and finlsh up the work of destruction
which was bezun In 15806, nnd let the

party make {ts sacrifice in s he-
half eomplate,
A TARNIFF LESS0ON.

We have received the following com-
munication:

Editor of Tha Times-Digpateh: |

8ir~—I read your edltorial in the
Christmas Doy & on "Denatured
Alcohol” Daon't you think an article

of this character a little misleading, as
1t {8 guite evident that the consumers
nf the product of the Richmond Ether
Waorks are either buying thelr supplles

v dened with disap-
i pointments In his
professlonal cas
reer.

Queen Ellzaheth,
Eome years before,
had appolnted him
her Majesty's spé-

ton and Bouthampton.

&1 a less price or denatured aleohel
does the work al the !

Glve us facte—‘'g
greatest number,”

- E.

Tt 15 the duty of o newspaper 1o give
the facts, and no honest newspaper
will Intentionally misiead, It i8 a fart
apparent that the removal of the tux
from denatured aleohol reduced the
price of that product andg also of ether,
But ether enters {n such small degroe
into ganeral consumption thet the pob- |
lic has very littls interest In the price

of It. The real benefit lo the publin
should come f{rom lowerlng the

of alecohol, and the reduction o the |
price of that artlcle is conslderable, |
But here, agaln, 1he piuhbllc has de.
eived but Mttle beneft, for very little
slcohol 18 used for domestlo purposes.

According to the report of tha commis-
sloner of the revenue, it appoars thut
‘during the past six months the quun-
tity of denatured spirits passing into
domestio use wis lgis than 4-1,000 of »
gullon per capita, The bulk of da-
nutured epirite li going, und will con-

prloe

asplrations for the office of Attor-
nay-General. But in the Housge of
Commons, having opposed the wish
of the Imperial Elizabeth, he had
loal faver at court in consequence,
and Coke became Attorney-Ceneral,
Then Bacon sought the subordl-
note positlon  of Boelicitor-General,
Not even with the potent Influence
of the Barl of Essex back of this
Il dpplieatlon was hHe able to get the
! Bppolntment.

| Uneuccessful in his  muatrimoniol

venture with thie wealthy Lady Iat.
(18

Il ton, to

unshle
I Enrl

out of thie
non  Eri
tremao

mike
ol Er
the'  pi
of fund
nees

ort "

1L CXDE
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; ) Which netlona they suppos
1 e el ) ' i
1K i >1I(; ql,‘.lﬂl “-.Er!’"-lgmu'. Medita- nd eubxtentinlly and w!ll hout
W “‘,,u" ;f af the kingd, any chalpn of cauess ypon the In-
i itations - appeared in o the | wned wpd choles of mani and
.”..;n T wra_rh the “"Esnpy and W # wildsr  rango m' the
| il ore of CGond nna By Thw ' nowiedgs of God than 10 his nower,
[T - S =
: Or rather, to that part of God’s gewer (for knowledge 1taelt
Is power) wherehy he knews thuin to wherehy e Works and pets.”

: Famous Words of Famous Men.

“For Knowledge Itself 1s Power.”.-FRANCIS BACON,

1597.
When  “Medita- |
A =
_"L‘#l tiones Sacrae"
* wera first  pube
lished in 1587,
Bacon was  bur-

cial  counsel in
matters of great import. Bacon was
ulso a member of Parjiament for
Ipswich, and had represented Taun- |

He algo had |

Elolésman |

author was but thirty-saven years
old, in 1587, and was nt “the height
of hie career.,” While the “Medita-
tions" were first printed In the origl-
nal Latin In which they were wril-
ten, there is but little evidence, ac-

cording to  Spedding, that Bacon
himself  ever issued  an  English
translation. A1l English  versions
nf  this  somewhat extraordinary

eeries of treatlses upon moral sub-
% hawve besn the work of hands
other than those of the author.

The “AMeditations” were eleven in
number, and are wrltten upon such
aerious topics as “The Miracles of
.“.a.-.:mu_rl." “The Exaltatlon of

Charity he Farthly Hope"
‘Hypocrites,™ “Tmpostors’™ and
“Hereslew” ‘The brlef essay under

the latier head has also a subhead
h en reads, “Ye err, not Knowlng
:riplures nor  the power of

Of tha heresles which deny Lhe
power of God, hesider gthelsm,”
sald the author, “there mre Lhrée de-
green.  And they have ell one and
the same mystéry (for all antichrin-
tinniemm works in a mysiery that (s
undar a whadow of good), namely,
to discharge the will of God trom all
Imputation of evil.

“The frat degree s of those who
eet un twe aqual and contrery prin-

clples, at war with one another, one
of goud, the ather of {11, The second
in of those wha think §t ton Inju-

rloun to the majenty of God to aliow
af an active and affirmativa princi-
ng wet up agalont him. . . .
ia of thowe
aln the former opinlon to
lank anly, which partakae

hand; and while every event In them
18 khown, rememherad and recerded,
He counta them nll as hit a watch that
I8 past

This dying year cartios. wilh It an
Indelible memorial of each of us—what
Wa hive thought and anlg and done
alnea Ik Began. Wa ktow, In our
acctet heart, how much of evil and how
1ittle of good It has to record, Our
consclenca Lells us that In many things
Wwa hive sorely offended, and that if
(Jod wera extreme to marlk all that s
dona amlss—we are undone,

For ‘o sinner ready to perish what
a blossed mtatement Is  this,  ‘“Jesun
Christ the same yesterday, to-day and
forever., As He loved .nand cored for,
warned, rebuked and sympathized with,
man In the days of His flesh, 11a does
still, now that He saita nt tha right
hand of His Father, and so Ia Wl
forever. IHis love Is na Hia sternity—
and Hlia holiness and Hils power are
the same, Time cannot .affect them.
Thers s in Him no varlablenpss, nor
shadotv of turning. Hae surveys all, He
controls all, He orders all, and makes
all work His own sovereign will

His acts and, words In the Gospel
bear witness to this truth. But L read
no word of encouragement, still less
of comfort, to any who trifle with
Him or with Lhelr own souls In tha
brief ‘little time, these few [fleeting
years, glven to man In which te work
out his own =alvation.

Judge not another, but turn your
eyes within, Look—not at all your past
years—but to tlils ome, which ls now
vislbly slipplng away, and nsk your-
self the solemn question, “What have
I done with my soul In the last twelve
months?" .

You are by a whole year sgo much
nearer death—are you so much nearer
heaven? Ag the sands of life run out
and your allotted years glide away,
are you carelessly playving, or ars you
redeeming the time because the days
are evil?

“Jesua Christ the same'"—not only
in 1ove and merey for the penitent, but
{n eseverity to those whe are llving
without Hlm, and who do not try to
obey Him. We acknowledge Him a=
aur Redeemer; we look to Hlm as our
Intercessor, but on what ground ecan
we clalm Hls mercy as our Judge?

Are wo sorrcwing much, Dbelieving
much, loving much? These are Hls
terms, Hia condltlons; and there s
none other.

“What Ha was yesterday—hlessed be
God—Ha s’ to-day, and He wlll be
forever. But we—we are vanlshing
‘like a vapor; we bring our years to
an end as {t were a fale that fs told.
We know not what an hour or o day
may bring forth, nor where any one of
us may be ere the morning sun shall
rise. A

For each hour, as It dlsappears, we
need to Implore forgiveness. What
then of years? Our times are In His
hand; and In spita of all our short-
comings,” He wants ua to be, not ser-
vants, but—friends, members of His
body, partakers of His nature, sancti-
fied by His' Word and Spirlt, and in-
heritors of His wondrous promlise,
“Where I am, there shall My servant
be."

Dear friend, will you not accept His
offer? Years are passing away, Night
is drawing on.iDeath cannot be far
offt—and then—Eternity!

Where will you spend {t?

¥We have recelved from George M.
Briley, the celebrated megaphone ma-
nipulator of the Houston Post, & hand-
some calendar adorned with an alleged
portrait of a red-headed and dimpled
Houston widow. Mr. Balley's, thought
of us in the holiday season I8 much
valued, and his widow is heroby dubbed
Remarkable if True. Wse “cannot help
feellng, however, that if such a lady
had ever really originated in Houston,
Tex., she would have lost not a mo-
meant’'s time in buying transportation
for Royal Richmond, where the spend-
ars live.

Dispatches vesterday announcing that
the Mayor of Portland, Ore., had got
onto a. new bunch. of map-sketching
Japanese sples relleve the sltuation
greatly. We had begun te fear that
something terrible must have hanppennd,
Iraemuch as no Japspies had been re-
ported for nearly four days.

It means a 120-mila walk to go
through all the rooms of the Spanish
royal palace. The council of the Para-
graphers’ Unlon may have to dirsct its
Zpanish exchanges to assign a walking
delegate to that beat yet.

Wo wonder Charlle Hughes [8 win-
ning s0 many friends in llttle old New
York. BStatlsiies show that 38 per cent,
of the men In that city have,: lika
Charlle, hearded themsslves in thelr
own dens,

The boom .of the. Goyvernor of New
Jergey, having falled to eliclt the {n-
dorsement of the Speaker of the House,
is heraby cautloned to slt down and be
good while there {a time. Everyhody
knows what a Cannon can do to a Fgrt,

When Mr. Booth Tarkington under-
took to thrash that team of Indipnap-
olis plalnclathesmen, poesibly the da-
eeptive nog hagd momentarily parsuaded
him that he was no other than Mon-
sleur Beaucaire.

Senator J.° Davig ls to speak in
Bryan's hehalf an January 11, as douht-
less Mr, Roosevelt has noted with reat
pleasure,

Or, more agcurately, it may be sald
that Governor Hughes's popularity
reets on the fact that he 18 the John A,
Johneon of the Republlean party.

Probably no Navy Department in
ithe world can slap itself on tha wrist
mora thoreughly and successfully than
cun Willlain Loeb's, u

YA Pennsylvania man pajd §4,000 for
o, rubhep stamp’’ says the Washington
¥oerald,  Probably the gentleman is a

|nan-unlon paragrapher,

Thers arg 28,000,000 widows in In-
din.  According to our reading of tha
signe of the times, this’ puts Indlal
right next on the llst to Houston, Tex,

Only one persop ln 4 thousand lives
to be 100 years old, We supposs that
mest of the others are minavs,

To Admlral Brownson's credit be It
sitid that he flatly declined to beilaid
nway in a bureau drawer,

Wa suppose. thit Mr. Taft will now.
have to be yeckoned among Mr. I'ar-
pker's Chelgtinas Bills: !

Ex Hka & hadge of: hono

Rhymes for To-Day

THHE DOTTY IMALOGUBA,

4, 'Phe Episode of thie Bulgarian 10m-
NNy,

HILIE  she, (gnoving  BMolher's
gucat, d
Lept fguring Her rentals,

He lenned agninst Mt Evarest
And siyly Dbrushed his dentalm,

Put #oon he, with n.maniac laugh,
Cried; “1 ean't hear It longer!!
And, slpping al her halt-and-half,
She snoered: "Try gin—It'a stronger,”
Then |n o moment &he Was gona,
In that old, strange femnls Way:
#a5 he became a porter on
Hiberin's lone| rallway,

Yonre nfter, ng you'd guess, they met
Whille steaming over Rusasher:

When he'q strolled up a tlp to get
And conxed a chance to brush her.

Cried he: "Your aunt keeps well, I
truat?"
(Ah, vea, he recognlzed her!)
Sho sobhed—rlor then her sorrow bust—
"Men snid that you desplsed her.”

Just then the olvil brakeman bawled:
‘igehlonpetrotraskslovensky!"

“This Is my statlon, dear,’ she called,
Quoth he: “No—Pvsobolansky!"

He thus they made the old grudge rizht,
Forgave them hot words spolten,

And he resigned the Whisk that night

And tonk rdomas in I-lobukﬁn. i
e

MERELY JOKING,

IL

Sure to Mave Them.
Miffkins: "It is maid {hat aggressive, im-
pultive people usunlly have blnek eyes,
Biftkins: '"That's right. I they hﬂ\'"
got them at firat they get them later.'—
Chicago  News.

Tlaying 'Fossum,

Ellen (tha nurse, to lttle girl of slix, who
Is supposed to have an afternoon sleep every
ay): “Naney., you are & naughty little
girl not to have gona to sleep this after-
neonl

Nancy (reproachfully): *'Ellen} Ellen!
Don't you remember the three times you

loolted over the goreon  and I wod  fast
usleap 2" —FPunch,
Tond of Doth.

Hle: *Are you & vegatarlan?'

Bhe: *“0Oh, 'no: I love good heef”

1te: “Ah! I wish [ ware a beef!'!

Bhe: “Well, I like wveal, also,""—The

United Preshyterian:

A Noble Worl.

A muburban minister, during his discours2
ons Sabbath morning, sald:  *In each blade
of grass (here Is a sermon.'’ The following
day onn of his floek discoversd the good
man pushing a lawn mower about his gar-
den and paused to say; !'Well, parson, I'm
gled 1o mes you engoged in outting your
sermong short.'—The Btandard,

The Wily Burglar.

Firat Burglar: ““What's that?"

Second Burglar: “Thai's my sample cane

Yo see, ¢ Just become a house-to-house
cenvasser.”
First Burglar:
Becond Burglar:
equeakin’. Great acheme,
don Telegraph.

The Truth of IL.
'"Twas the night befora Christmas,
through the houre
Not a creatyre waos stirring,

“What are ya sellin'?"
*“0fl to keep doors from
aln't {t?'"—Lon-

and all
not even a

mouda;
They all had been shopping and ppent thelr
last red,
And nervous prostration had sent them to
béd. —LHarper's Bazar.
—_———

BACK AT THE TIMES-DISPATCEL
‘XFE have all kinds nf respect for the
prowess amdl the veracity of old Bill
Bkilllt, ‘the esteemed  Richmaond
Times-Dispatch's agricultural  expert , and
mighty hunter before the Lord; but we want
to warn him now that he couldn’t Iug a de-
funct rabbit Inta this offfce and make any-
body belleve it waa a bsar.—Brislol Herald-
Courler.

We learn from the Richmond Times-Dis-
pateh that the 600 cows of Richmond drink
froni the sewers, It =eems that man and
beast are equally determined to pnss tha
Hichmond water up, bul we never dreamed
that the Rlehmond cows were so depraved,
—Houston Fost. =
Our’ learned contemporary, the Richmond
Times-Dispateh, in o lucid treatise on
“YWarls,' Fays that “the wart on the noso
siands by itself’” That ls because It ja
singular.—Roanoke - Tl..mee.
.

1 ife s full of rude surprises,” sententl-
auely remarks the Richmond Times-Dis-
puteh. It surely 13, and the newspaper
man: gets his falr share of them.—Montgom-
ery Advertleer, T
vSays the Plttsburg Dispateh: ‘Pittsburg
i4 the best advertised city in the country.'
Dnes not our contemporary mean ‘the most
advertised? " lngquires the Richmond Timas-
Dispatch. Or  the “worst?"—Washington
Pogt,

" 4w
The Richmond ‘Times-Dispatch has dis-
eovered that Lynchburg s the third clty In
nizs, in the State. It now remains for our
piteemed contemperary to discover that the
meon e green nhen'e.—.ncznnnke Times.

As we undersiand the Greal Commoner,
Roosevelt 18 b Democrat in spols, bubt they
ave Bryan's Apote—Rlochmond  Times-Dia-
polch. Yes, and Bryan says he only has
fown of them, while he refused to nccept four
athers and pald no attentlon te opother
four It 15 also Brynn's tricks that Hoose-
vele. hes been stepping o, and which tha
Cemmoner sayn he falled so Ignomlinlously
{0 filli--Blackstona Courler.

- - .
‘'Hold on to the Philippines!” shouts Ad-
miral Dowey passlonately, What's the uas,
Admlral? asks the Rlchmond Times-Dis-
puieh. Unfortunately, there lan’t the elight-
get echanca of thelr slipping nwaRY.~—Fudsgon
(Maps.) Bun. s

The Richmond Times-Dispatch calls Ben-
ator ~Jeft Davis “The Arkansaz Traveler”;
hut the originol Arkensas traveler mpade nls
fcdle talk, and was not nfflicted with the
ouen mouth.—Atlanta Constitution.

— e ———

THE FARAGRAPHERE' UNION,

New York Slgner of the Constliution Wel-

comes HiW Membership Card
TWa have recelved from ths Richmond
Times-Dispatch, the originator of the: as-
goalation, & handsome certlfients of mem-
harship In tha Paragraphers’ Tnion. Whila
the card js & bit bulky for ordinary carry-

‘|1 purposes—Iit i3 11xli—we Intend to keep

Tetfore us to remind us of our

14 alweys
high duty snd to keep us I good sulphit-
Ing. teim, By it we are "a duly conatituted

ber of tha Paragrapheis'
and regulpr, membe B

Urilon, such 1o remaln’ until
Mme, Grim Death ‘or Forcible Ejeul!qln at
the hends af Its Indlgnong Collengues.

We glve ta a lay weorld our tenets and
the definits artleles of our faith

Ohjeot of the Unlon: To Annihllats the
Antique, to Maspacra the Mpssbacked, nnd

to Aballsh. ths' Ditto dMark from tha face
of the Hobltable Globe, e

Motto Inrhthn Unlon;
Paragraphophone.
l'nﬁ cgn't meach an 01d Joke New Trioks.
Be a Blg Gun, Don't Be a Repaater.
Dop't 'ba n Parrofgrapher. Ha Aboriginal

Down with

Wwithout tha Ab, Use Mother-Wit, not
ther, {

mgx';:!:;?teh 1l:‘.'lnh of  the TUnlon: Braina.

Favorlte Eu?h: '.['hlgh ocrilsm of  Speoles,

Fovorite ‘Animali The Cnu.

“1\\‘102; sl-lulud. Frult:. The Jestnut Nost

Tigted  Tooli The Q1A Saw, Most ‘Hated

Vehiele: The Haclney Copch. hlost Hated

Anlmal:  The Thraaddybanr,

ho Love of Sameness s the Rut af All

Evil. A Purnsl{npher Looks  Foolish in the
Hisreatypers' 001,
'rhergpnra Ne Dues Allowed in the Unlon,

We usa NRn I.Tdrtmn Ill.uaba].‘
Peapla Spot COur Work by Igading .
IJE Nm.l Refer, to Non-Unlon Paragraphers
as Buoabs  Notlilng Stings Like tha.Truth.
The Poragraphers' Unlon torever—-New
Yotk Mall .

el e
Consul: Rt B, Greehs states that on
September 16l eloborate celabrations
were neld &t Port Arthur and Dalpy
of the firat anniversary of the estab-
jishment by the Japanese of clvil gov-
ernfment In the Kwantung leased, ter-
ritory and of the opening of Dalny to
Iniernational frade, d
————————— ;
~ *yyhy do you dlslike postry & mueh
| Herguse,t answared the imun who usua
geented ‘haipoll, 'when you quole proge very
fow pecple can be supe U fAn't an-origing)
vomark, hut when you quote postry gverys

and  No Mlldeaws,

Brownsopn {8 o man Who can wear an

hody 18'wise on the instant,'=—\Washingion
Btoxy AT A S

Washington Snap‘shois and Sideli;}tlmté

Tlmns-Dllﬁ;luH Bureail,
Munrey, Dullding,
Washington, L. O, Dec 28,

IL I8 wall assurad that hoth polltical
partles will hava tarlff revislon as &
chiaf nlank of thelr platforma in the
presidentinl campaign' of  nexl | yenr,
The Democrats have had this plank for
years, ‘The Repulilicana huve naver had
ity But durlng Mr., Ronsayelt's tarm (n
the White Housa ha has‘appropriated
Demooratic campalgn planks so readlly
and w0 frequently that §t wis certaln
long ago that he would eventually tike
the Irst one left to the Démoceatid
party,  He hns.

The sineerity of daclurations hy He-
piblieans In favor of /tarl fMrevision—
publicans In faveor of tarife revislon—
tarift reform—may  well be  dotbted,
The party eannot have heltar oppor=
tunity to reduce tar/ff schedules next
year than thle. They have both hotises
of Congrpes now, as well as (he pres-
Idency, They may lose tha prasldency
next year: they may losa the lower
house, The SHenunte (8 abrolutely oy-
clone-proof for some years to come.
It would appear as thotgh sincare ad-
vocates of tarlff reduction would strike
while conditions wera all favorable,
instead of putiing off Ltha blow to a
time when thosa conditlons may undar-
go'a radienl changoe.

For while the two partlies may both
declare for raductlon, It {s unreasonnble
to suppose that Republican reduction
would he il unto the raduction which
Demoerats wounld attempt. 5

“Thera will ha but ane politieal plat-
form written next year' said Colonel
Rohert N. Harper, of thls city, presi-
dént of the Amaerican Natlonal Bank,
and o veteran Democrat, the other day,
“"Tha Republlcans will write that.
There will be nothing for the Demo-
crats to do when they meat nt Denver
but to repeat the declarations put terth
by the Republieans nt Chlcago a week
before. For that reason I edvoented
holding our conventlon befors the Re-
publicans held thelrs, Had a date in
May been selected, the Republicans,
Ingtead of putting Democratic doctrine
Into thelr platform, and having us fol-
low along nfter them, enunciating our
own prineiples after they had stolen
them, would have Veen In the position
of thleves themsclves”

Representative Hims, of Tennessee,
will “introducs a bill when Congress
recanvenes prohiblting star route mall
carrlers from dellvering packages of
Hquor |n dlstricts In which the sala of
Intoxicants Is prohibited,  Acting Post-
master-General McCleary, an old friend
of Mr. 8ims, told him he did not think
the department would oppose such leg.
islation.

Mr. Sims tried to get the depart-
ment to direct that the practice of star
route carrlers detivering llgquor he dis-
continied, but It was found that the
poatal offlcials have not the authority
under the law to do this. There |s
much complaint . from Tennessees Aand
other  States, wherea prohibition ob=
tains, ngalnst whiskey being sent In
by star carrlers, and the proposed
leglslation is almed ot the practice.
Mr. 8ims saye he belleves the hil) will
rags.  One more step towards absolute
prohibition,

A candldate for the Republican pres!-
dentlal nomldaation, a qulet mon, whose
abliity to make a Joke has been sa-
riously questioned, was talking to a
newspaper correspondent,  who  had
ealled on him at hls house the other
night. The decanter and two glasses
appeared soon after the arrival of the
correspondent. The ‘candidate took up
the bottle and the glass.

“I do not profess to be able to mix a
Falrbanksa cocktail,” he said, “but I do
;:‘ln!m to bs ablo to pour stralght whis-

oy

The correapondant found later that
the clalm was not an idla boast

“The Raid on Prosperity,” by Chan-
cellor Day, of Syracuse University,
printed by D. Appleton & Co., is heing
received by the Washington correspon-
dents: In fact, It {s belleved that every
correspondent here heu already got his
copy. There I8 consillerable speculation
as to the Identity of the people who
are paylng for the large number of
volumes eent out. Since the book is
wrltten for the purposa of showing
thal President Roogevelt led the raid
hy attacking the great and good men
who head the Standard Ol trust, the
rallroad trust, and every othsr monop-
oly, it is presumed that money for the
circulation of a volume deslgned 1o
show how the entire country was
wronged through attacks upon the good
men who have formed rnd who gulde
the destinfez of the Amerlcan Lrusts
was not difficult to oblain.

Senator "Bob'' Taylor, of Tennessee,
got o letter recently from a man named
Taylor, who is serving a term in the
Missour| penlientiary, The convict as-
sured the Senator that they were kins-
men, and urged him to usa his Influ-
enca to geot him out of prison, ‘and
maybe I will be in position to do some-
thing for you soma day™ the letter
ended,

1 naver heard of the fellow,” said
Benator Taylor, “but you can't tell. He
might be a cousin of mins, Ho I sat

down and wrote n letter to Joe Folk,
a Tennesses boy, Governor of Mlssourd,
in which I told him to let the fellow
out and charge the pardon tg me, and
if any of the Folk famlly ever got
Into the same kind of troubls In Ten-
nesses 1 would do what I could to gat
them out,
yet.
genator Taylor has a collectlon of
canes presented him which 1s tha envy
of averybody who sses It There &ré
massive ebony sticks, with heayy gold
heads, like the one presented by the
R. B, Lee Camp of Confederate Veter-
ans of Fort Worth, in appraciation of a
lectura which he dellvered In that elty
for the henefit of 'the camp, and which
netted tho veterans §$1,000.Senator TaY-
lor. charging nothing for the lecture.
‘Another heautlful cane wes presented
by the Tipton: county delegates to the
State ononvention in Tennesses which
nominatod Senator Taylor to the gov-
arnorship the fivat time jn 1886, Thara
Is o good story connacied with that,-as
with aeveral athers of the oollectlon,
but. this is the place to tell nbout ono
which Senator Taylor recelyed somo

ever,

ﬁ
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The

Capital $200,000.00

I haven't heard from Folk
]

Make 1908 a Happy New Year

Put by'a good fund this year: fgr your fu-
ture requirements,

Remember ‘that the morning sun does not
shine all the day—nor prosperity reign for-

An actount with the Merchants National

Bank is a great incentive to save.

Three Bar Cent, Tnterest pald on sayings acgounts,
compounded semi-annually from date of deposit,

Merchants National Bank,

1101 Eant Main Street, Rlghmond, Va,
Deposltary of the United Ftates, State of Virginia and City of Richmond,

USAFRST FOR SAVINGS.!

tima ago from o convict secving a ter
Inithe ‘Mantana penitentinry. %L 1%101::
Ilka’ gray. onyx, nnd has o heautiful
hend of  mother of pearl and aflvel
bonds and bars. Tho cana {s nat of
onyx, but |s made of Bob Taylor Mag:
azlnos. Tha convict wrote that he hnd
Had his wWeary daya In prison brightenad
a0 often by tha goapal 6f stinshing
whieh Benator 'Taylor nreaches alwaya
whother wrlting of speaking, thnl hi
wlahed to send soma token of appro-
clatlon, f

The steff {s formed from scraps ol -
the pagaa of the magasine strung on
rat, and thon kubjected te very heavy
pressure. The niethod of making Ia
aimilar to that employed In tha pro-
duction of leather cands, whers wnsh-
cra of mole leather are placed on a
central rod and then put under pres-
sure, and afterwards turned In o lnthe,
The conviet had his cane tirned and
varnlshed, which glvea It the appear-
ance of onyx or agate, IL [s'a sou-
venlr which the Senalor values abova
most of hls collection.

Colonal Arch Hughes, of Tennesses,
who Is known Lo everyhody In tha Vol-
unteer State n8 ane of {ts leading Re-
publicans and veteran under General
Nnthan Bedford Forrest, and who g
almort as well known In the nationil
capltal, whera he held down a gov-
ernment posltion for some years, is In
town, and Is telling a story which ha
elnlma 8 o new one, In faet, the col-
onel has to osgsure his acgualntances n
slory I8 new before he Is allowed 1o
procend,

The calonel says that an Irishman
down in his part of the couniry waos
asked the other day regarding his
cholea among aspirants for the presl-
dency.

“Willlam T, Brynn,” was the unhesi-
tating reply. “Ol'm always galn' to
vole for Bryan.'

“Why are you such a strong Bryan
man?!’ wag asked.

"Why, they told me to vote for Mr
Bryan in '96 and wa would have good
times,” replitd the son of Frin. "OL
did, and we've had good times iver
sence."

. mm—

Our Navy.
Edltor of The Times-Dlspatch:
Bir—I have read with much Inter-
eat the article, “Necds of Our Navy,
by Henry Reuterdahl, In MeClure'd, and
Admiral Melville's defense of the Navy
Department and deslgners of our war-
ghips. Such discussions are obliged to
result tn good, as I8 shown hy the
example of England, where the leading
journals dlssect the plans of every new
warship, lay them hefore the public
and criticize them Intelligently. The
result is thnt England “gete the fash-
lon" 1n warahip construction for the
world, fust as Paris sels the fashlon
for women's clothes, At the close of
the Russo-Japanese War the Engllsh
designers took the lessons of that war
and proceeded to build a warship In
which the weak points as shown by
actunl batille experience were elim-
{nited. ‘Thelr produclt was the Dread-
naught, run by turbine englnes glving
her a speed of 22 knots, ample armor
protection, ond the 1I-inch gune as
gole weapon in the maln battery. This
ship a8t the whole world by the ears,
and all nations whao could afford it
planned ships along the same lines,
The Navy Department in Washington
did not Tfeel sure ipat the new typa
was entirely correct and took the half-
way Mmeasurs, Th’b?r lald down tihs
Idaho and Mississippl of only 17 knots,
with mll the thick helt armor, except
about six inches, under water, and
two turrets forward and two aft, In
each ¢f which are two 12-inch guns.
This’ bunching of the guns glives
the enemy a big target, while the
large geparation of big guns on the
Dreadnaught overcome this difficulty.
Ar. Reuterdahl’s comment on the
submerged armor on our ships Is cer-
tainly based on fact, for I saw the
fleat "at Old Point on Décember 16th,
and noticed as the launch approached
the gangway of the Connectlcut that
the great armor belt—wide enough
for o man to walk on—was threa or
four inches below water. Of courss
thesa ships are loaded down with pro-
visions, ammunition and coal, but at
the normal load line this armor s only
twelve Inches above water, and every
one who has ever taken a short sea
trip knows that a wave climbs more
ke 8lx feet than twelve Inches ahove
the level of the red streak. The mod-
arn 12-lnech gun will not stop on the
thin armor which {s above the belt,
but, as Mr. Reuterdahl says, it wlil
make a hole as big as a door, and
the sea would rush in and down goes
your $5,000,000 battleship and her 800
men, The forelgn ships carry the belt
eight feet below water and eight feet
above—some higher stlll—which will
not mlve way even for a I12-inch shell.
The flrst consideratlon ls to keep
your ship afloat.  Moke provision for
that flrst; then consider the puns and
speed, Admiral Melville says that this
artlst naval expert Reutardahl knows
nothing of ships In the making. I beg
to differ. An artist is a seer: he tralns
his eyes for taking in detail, and Mr.
Reuterdahl has spent ten years seelng
things ' on the warships of every firat-
class power. He I8 (ndorsed hy the
hest Engllsh degigners—the !fashlon
gotlers,” and Admiral Melville's sting-
ing remarks only show one thing; that
is, that »ir. Reuterdahi has gotten on
to the chalt-warming admiral's touchy
point—i. e, his out-of-datencss,
| ARTHUR B, UPSHUR.
d, Va.

———

Rlchmon

Honors for Lyochburg.

Editor of The Tlmes-Dispatch;

Blr,—Wa Lhank you for congralulat-
ing us on Lfvnchburg belng third In
population. wonder why ¥ou didn't
congratulate us for the gold medal
we recelved at the Jamestown Expo-
sition for our =chool exhiblt?

cerely,

l VIRGINTA OLABS.

Monroae School, Lynchburg, Va,
—_———

- Nuptiee,
Liksa the greal lovers In tha tales of old,
Gur ‘aculs we plighted by ihs midnlght

Aea;

Hot wife ayes then, and her rlch jawelry,

Qleamed in the dusky alp, magnotie gold.

Qur kisees, of 'the things that moever die,
Bealad on our silent llps the oaths that

nd; .
And the great organs of the sea and wind
Hounded for ys thelr sole@@ harmony.

Often we wondared. on the myatery
Of the pala fires’ that webbed ths waves
with lght; :
At tlmes we saw n slar et itaelf free
From the pld vaulted frmoment of night,
And’In an instant, dizzy with dusk and
height
And drunk with beauty, fall into . the ses.
—Decamber Tranantlantio Teles,
e
On (he Wediing Journsy,
Bhe—0Otto, I don't bolleva that trua love
waits for i tunnell—Traneatlontle Talas,

Surplus $830,000,00




