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II Is viiln to nMk f-nd lo mnkc us
fremd. IIc never mnken any oue
pood. .Ve mny n_k Hlm <o lielp
ns to hcconie uoodt thn< He nl.vnys
doe.H..Washlngton Glnddcn.

fn

DRVAX AND BUST.
A Northern Democrat. whose nnmo

has been menttoned promlnently In
connectlon wlth the presldentlal nomi¬
natlon. recently sald to a Virginia
Democrit that the forthcomlng actlon
of the Denver convention was already
"cut and dried." Ry thls he meant, oC
course. that William J. Bryan was al¬
ready nomlnated: and it goes wlthout
sny ing that the platform will be
agreeablo tn Mr. Bryan. There nro

those who say that Mr. Bryan will
defer to the wlshes of the convention.
but that is not Mr. Brynn's polltlcal
hnblt. In 1900 he gave notlce in ad-
vance that he would not accept the
nomination unless the platform should
contaln a free sllver plank. and all the
pleadlng of the leaders who saw hlm
In person did not move hlm from that
posltion. Bul no matter what sort of
a platform the Denver convention mny
promulgate. lf Mr. Bryan ls the noml-
nee voters will read into It the pet
doctrlnes of that dlstinguished gentle-
man. A party platform, no mntt.r how
well it may be worded and phrased. i.
nn inanimate thing; it is the candi¬
date who glvea it llfe. If Mr. Bryan
I. nomlnated. hls record will be the
platform. and he could not get away
from It If he would; and he would not
if he could. for Mr. Bryan is no re-

canter.
What of the result? Twlcc has Mr.

Bryan- asked the people of the Unlted
States to elect him to the presideney.
nnd twice has he been defeated. Is he

more popular now than he was in 1S96.
or in 1900? Read the vlew. published
elsewhere, of Mr. L. J. Coppage, a for¬
mer Vlrglnlan, now residing at Craw-
fordsvllle. Ind. "The posslbijity of a

national Democratic success," says he.
"depends on the support of the inde-

pendent or conservatlve vote in the
doubtful States of the North or Middie
West. The party has gained no national
electlon since the war, except by the

aid of a large vote from thls element."

Very true. Cleveland won in 1892 be¬

cause he carrled the Solld South, the

Democratlc States of the North and

the doubtfctii. Statea of the West. Bryan
carried' s-'m"e Western States which
Cleveland did not carry, luit he lost
the States whose votes counted. and
he lost the Democratlc States of the
North. Wo do not see how it is possi-
ble for hlm to do better in 190S. As
Mr. Coppage agaln says. "wlth Bryan
as the candidate and with the doubt¬
ful or objection.ible things for which
he stands in the platform, the Repub¬
llcan majorities of 1896 and 1900 will
be duplicated, and the Democratlc party
further di§credited."

Simiiar warnings come from all

parts of the country. Many even oC

Mr, Bryan's devoted followers have
no hope o£ his election; and stlll the
cry is Bryan and bust. Very woll. lf
It must be. let Mr. Bryan agaln put
his unparalleled popularlty to the test.
and flnlsh up the work ot dcstructlon
whlch was begun ln ISP6, and let the
party make its sacriflco in hls be-
half complete.

A TARIFF LESSON.
We have. received the followlng com-

munlcatlon:
Edltor of Tha Tlmes-Dlspatch:

Slr,.1 read your edltorlal In tho
Christmas Day Issue on "Denatured
Aicohol." Don't you think nn artlcle
of thls eharacter a little misleadlng, as
lt is qulto evident that the conaumers
of the product of tht- Richmond Ether
Works are elther huylng theii supplles
at a less price or denatured ulrohol
does tho work at the same price?

Glve us facts."greatest good to
greatest number." Yours truly,

F. I. BAUGHAN.
It ls the duty of a newapaper to glve

thf facts, and no honest nowspaper
wll! Intenttonajly mialead. it ls n fa. t
apparert- that the removal of the tax
from denatured aicohol reduced tho
price of that product and also of ether.
But ether enters ln such small degree
Into general ronsumptlon that the pub¬
lic has very little. Interest In the prlco
of lt. The real benefit to tbe publla
ahould come from lowerlng the prlco
of aicohol, and the reduction in the
price of that artlcle ls conslderable.
But here, agaln, th_ public has do-
rlved but little benetlt, for very llltla
aicohol is used for domestlc purpose*.
Accordlng to the report of the comjnla.
slon.r of the revonue, it app'ears that
''durlng the past slx montlts the quan¬
tlty of denatured splrlta paaalng into
domestlc uso was loss than 4-1,000 of u

gullou per caplta. The bulk of de¬
natured splilts ia golng, und will con-

tie to go, to mamifnrturpra, whoso
ids nre protectod by the tnrlff.
iii'hmond's gnln from tho rcrnovul
thls tnx has been prnctlcnlly noth-

;, and her net loss is n promiBing
¦ne enterpilce, Tho nrgument of-
ed hy thoso who opposed the mx
s thMt It wns wrong In prlnclple nnd
'lotis ln prnctlce to tax the people at
ge for the beneftt of a manufnetur-
Industry. Thnt doctrlne Is ns sound
thc deenloguo, but If applled ln all
cctions It would wlpe out every
llge of lhe protcctlve tarlff. The
runie-nt of Tho Times-Dispntch was

1 is thnt .o long ns protectlon Is the
ognlzed poilcy of the Republlcan
nlnistratlon Its bencflts ahould npply
ke to all persons cngnged ln legltl-
te trade. The tarlff at best ls class
Islatlon, but it ls worse when Its
ipIHn nre glven to one class of manu-
turers an.l withheld from others. So
g ns New York fnctorics are pro-
ted we shall insist that Richmond
;torles be protected. It that be
aBon to tnriff-reform, make the most
It.
Jut the Richmond Incldent nas not
.n in valn, for It hns served to show
iv unwlse nnd unsound is tho whole
item of protectlon. No Industry can

safe or stable whlch depends upon
vernment ftivoritlsm for Its success.

STATE AND LOCAL TAXATION.
ln reply to Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch's
estlon lf It would not pay Feters-
rg to defray her own criminal ex-

nses on conditlon that thc Stato
mld exempt personnl property from
ite taxation, the Norfolk Vlrginlan-
iot says:
'There ls, of course, but one nnswer
the questlon; but suppose It be

ked of the many towns and coun-
s In the State where the boot la on
? other leg. If the majority of Vlr-
tla communfties can show a balance
;et ns good as that of Peterjburg,
> aggregate balance In favor of the
neral treasury would be ao substan-
1 thnt no Leglslature from the vlew-
Int of a representatlve of the wholo
mmonwealth could favor a change
>m the present system. lf, on tho
ntrary. the Audltor's report should
ow that, In a majority of the stlb-
.'Islons from which personai property
_es are derived the criminal expenses
ceed the taxes coilected. then the
:al inlluenre on the leglslator of the
ople whose votes elected hlm would
obablv dlctate hls oppositlon to any
ange."
The Audltor's report shows that in
.o-thlrds of the cltles of Virginia
d in nearly nine-tenths of the coun-
¦s. the tnx which the State collecls
personnl property Is greater than

e local cost of criminal prosecution.
lerefore, the plan whlch we have!
ggested would clearly be ln the ln-.
resl of those cltles nnd countles; and
ate leglslation is supposed to be for
e greatest good to the greatest num-
r. But we think that It would also
ln the Interest of thc State as an

ganization. for It would simpllfy her
x system and her bookkeeping and
lp her to equallze taxation. Wo be-
sve that it would nlso have the ef-
ct to reduce crlme and abollsh the
retched fee system.

FARMING I.V THE SOUTH.
Nothing better betokons the pros-
.rlty of the South than the state-
ent that during the past flve years
e corn crop of this section has in-
eased 50 per cent.
There was a time when the South-
n planter devoted his farming oper-
ions almost excluslvely to cotton.
hls one crop method compelled hlm
purchase most of his supplles from

te West, and when the cotton .crop
iled, or when the price was abnor-
ally low. he was In a bad way. Of
te years, however, one-crop farming
is become exceptlonal and dlversliled
;rm!ng the rule. It Is estimated that
¦irlng the year 1907 the South pro-
jced:
ay of all kinds. tons. ".590,000
*heat, bushels. 91,433,000
.rn, bushels. 959.749.000
ati,, busnel?. 67.83J.000
obacco. pounds. 457.139,000
lee, bushels. 21,412,000
It is further stated thnt in 1600 the
_lue of products of vegetable gardens
f the South was $13,000,005; at prosent
le annual yleld of orchards and vine-

Famous Words of Famous Men.
" For Knowledge Itself Is Power_"~FRANC_S BACON,

1597.
When "Medita- t

tlones Sacrae"
were flrst pub-
llshed ln 1597.
Bacon was bur-
dened with disap-
polntnients In hls
professional c a-

rc-er.

._»¦ ... , ,., Queen Ellzabeth.
aji-. *.->'."./,.'^.^SSja "ome years before,
-"'-'. .-<:,-!-_H jiad app0inted hlm

her llnjesty'fl _pe-
clal counsel 1 n

matters of great Import. Bacon was
also a member of Parllament for
Ipswlch, and had repregented Taun-
ton and Southampton. He aluo had
asplratlons for tho offlce of Attor-
ney-Genorat. But In ihe Houkc of
Commons, havlng opposed thc wlsh
of the Imperlal Ellzabeth, he had
lost favor at court In consequence,
and Coke became Attorney-General.
Then Bacon sought the Btibordl-

nato posltlon of Solicltor-Gencral.
Not even wlth the potertt Influence
of the Earl of Essex back of thls
upplicntlon -was he able to K»-t the
nppolntment.
UhsuceeufUl in hi« matrimonial

venturo wlth the wealthy I-ady ICa*,-
ton. unable to maku a staieamari
out of lhe Enrl of Eseex, por»ona
non gratii at the palace, and >¦>.¦
tremely ahort of fund. to m*-«r Ma
I'uri'i-iit expemes, ha naturatly
turned to hl* "Il<-lfg|ou* JUdlU-tlonii," hls only work of t.1.. kir.d.

"Meditdtlona" apjwared ln t.,«
same volume with ti,_ "E»*ayrf andtbo "Color* of Good and Evil." Tlc.

"Or rather. to _h*t part ot GtyTg pftyw d.r hnowledge liaelf
power) wheroby he know* than \>, w'/.eiM,.* j)« w ,rk_ and acts."

author was but thlrty-seven years
old, in 1597, and was at "the helght
of hls career." Whlle the "Medlta-
tions" were flrst prlnted in the orlgi¬
nal Latln ln which they were wrlt¬
ten. th'.re la but llttlo evidence, ac-
cording to Speddlng, that Bacon
hlmself ever issued an EngllBh
translatlon. All Engllsh versions
of thla somewhat cxtraordlnary
aerlea of treatlaes upon rnoral sub¬
jects have been the work of hunds
other than those of the author.
The "Meditatlona" wero eleven In

number, and are wrltten upon such
aerlous topics as "The Mlracles of
Our Savlour." "The Exaltatlon of
Charity," "The Earthly Hope,"
"Hypocrites," "Irripostors" and
"H.r.Rl .*." The brlef essay under
the latter hfcad has also a aubhead
which reada, "Yo err, not knowlng
the Scrlptur.a nor the power of
God."

"Of tlie, her.Blea whlch deny the
power of God, beifdea athelsm."
aald the author, "there are three de-
greea. And tht-v have all one and
the name myatery (for all ant'.chrla-
tia.rii__n work* in a mynt.ry that Is
under a nhadow ot good). narn.ly.
to dl-charge the wlll of God from all
ImpuUtl'.n of evll.
"The tlrat rtexre. U of those who

aat up two efju-l and contrary prln-clple*. at v/ar wlth one anothor, one
of good, the .ther of 111. The ancond
I* of tho*_ who thlnk It too Inju-rloua <¦> ihe «i_.).siy ot Ood to ailow
of an activt ar>d afflrnutlve prlnci-
;,.- ¦.. i % .i t <,tj _.*r.>lrj_l hlrn. . . .

And thi '.-.!;d degroe Is of thoan
..ral/j the former oplnion to

."¦:. i.-.vr.h Qilly, whlch partako..' *;.-.. Whleb octfona they suppose
Ut '!«-.._.'_ aubvtantlally nnd wlthout
.ni- chaln -¦'. «_-u_._ upon tho ln-
'¦.': *rlj| and choice of man; and
Who «|v* a widur rango to tbe
_..-_;< .* ot Ood thon to hla power.

yards In thls section Ib over $110,000,000,
mnklng Iho mmi fotnl of tho nntuial
frult nnd truck product of tho South
fully $150,000,000,
Theae crops are n net galn, for tlieir

productlon ls in ndditlon to tho cotton
crop, whlch Bhows no falllng off, ex¬

cept. In had crop yenrs. If ngrlculture
Is the hnsls.or all wenlth and If the
South contlniiefl lo produce all the
cotton, onc-thlrd of tho corn, one-

aeventh of thc wheat, and other crops
In proportlon, how long wlll It be
before tho South becomes the rlchc.t
of all sectlons ln Uncle Sam's dr.maln?
The maln dlfflciilty Is that wlth all

our progress thero la atlll much Bllp-
shod farming ln the South, due In port
to the crctllt system. One of our North
Carollna contcmporarles says that ln
Its tcrrltory a tennpt has been nble to
get credlt from hls merchant. for a

horso, a buggy, for corn and hay and
all supplles necessary to tho mnlnten-
ance of hlmself and famlly, tho bllls
to be pald wherf the crop waa mado.
"The result of thls," says our con-

temporary, "la that labor has become
scarcer and more unrellablo every year,
and many farms are growlng up in
bushos, tho dltches filllng up; ln fact
less ls belns made on many farms than

formorly."
We should say so. What branch of

Industry could prosper under such a

system? No senslble man would undor-
tako to carry on a manufacturlng busl-
neBs or a mercantilo buslness, wlthout
elther knowledge or capital. But there
la a popular Impresslon that any clod-

hopper may rent a farm. get a mer¬

chant to "carry hlm," and come out
ahead at tho end of the year. It ls an

absurd hypothesis, and merchants
make a mlstake and, do thelr com¬

munlty a posltlve injury by encourag-
Ing lt.

The edltor of the Charlotte Observer
recelved from a frlend at Chrlstmas
the followlng sentlment from Dr. Van
Dyke:

"I am thlnklng of you to-day, be¬
cause it ls Chrlstmas, and I wlsh you
happlness. And to-morrow. because it
wlll be the day after Chrlstmas. I
shall Btlll wlsh you happlness; and so
on clear through the year. I may not
be able to tell you about lt every day;
because I may bo far away; or because
both of us may be very busy: or per-
haps because 1 cannot even afford to
pay the poetage on so many letters, or
find tho time to wrlto thom. But that
makes no difference*. the thought and
the wlsh wlll be here Just the same.
Whatever joy or success comes lo you
will mnke me glad. Wlthout pretense.
and in plaln words, good wlll to you
is what I mean, ln the Splrlt of Christ¬
mas."

That's the quality of good wlll The

fimes-IMHpaloh had in mlnd when it

sent out Its Christmas greetlng. Rich¬
mond would do well to adopt the Van

Dyke sentlment ns Us motto for 1908.

Ralelgh gave up a dispensary pay-

ing a net profit of $15,000 a year for

the sake of temperance. But Ralelgh
belleves that even ln a buslness way

ahe wlll galn more than she will l03e.

Many communitles are now adoptlng
prohlbltlon as a buslness measure.

ALWAYS THE SAME.

(Selected for The Tlmes-Dispatch.)
"Jesus Chrlst the samo yesterday,

to-day and forever.".Heb. xlli. 8.
What a comfortable Scrlpture to

dwell upon ln these last days of the

dying year. What a consolatlon amld

the uncertalntles of the tuture and the

Inevitable chnnges whlch must como ln

the year upon which we are so soon

to enter!
"They shall perlsh, but Thou re-

malnest; and they all shall wax old

as a garment, and as a vesture shall
Thou fold them up, and they shall bo

changed; but Thou art the same; and

Thy years shall not fall." Upon that

everlasting truth, In slmple trust wo

rest.
A few more hours, and another year

wlll have come to an end, and have

Jolned the myriads of those gone be¬

fore. lt will have perlshed from tho

visible creation, and no ey'o can follow
or rest upon It but Hls, who is the

Anclent of Days, tho Alpha and
Omega, the beginnlng and the end. All
the ages lie in the hollow of Hls

hnntl: and whlle evory event In them
la known, remomhernd nnd recorded,
Hfl counts thom nll as but a wntch that
Is past.
Thls dylng year carrles wlth It an

Indollble memorlal of each of ua.what
we have Ihotight and snljl and dono
slnco It began. Wn know, ln our

aecrct heart, how much of evll and how
llttle of good It has to record. Our
consclence tells ua thnt ln rnnny thlnga
wo have sorely offonded, and that if
tlod were cxtremo to mnrk all that ls
dono nmlBB.wo are undone.
For a slnner ready to perlBh whut
blessed statement Ib thls, "Jenus

Christ the same yesterday, to-day and
forever." As 116 loved and cared for,
warned, rebukod and Bympathlzod wlth,
mfln In tho days of His fleuh, He do.ja
stlll, now that Ho slta at tho rlght
hand of Hls Father, and so Ho will
forever. His love ls as Hla oternlty-
and Hls hollnesa and Hls power are

thc same, Tlme cannot .aftect thom.
There ls ln Hlm no varlablenoas, nor

shadow of turning. Ho survoys all. He
controla all, He orders all, and makes
all work Hls own soverelgn wlll.
Hls acts and words in tho Gospol

bear wltness to this truth. But I read
no word of encouragement, stlll less
of comfort. to any who triflo wlth
Hlm or wlth thelr own souls tn tho
brief llttle tlme, theso few flcetlng
years, glven to man ln whlch to work
out hls own Balvallon.
Judge not another, but turn your

eyes wlthln. Look.not at all your paat
years.but to thia one, whlch ls now

vlslbly sllpplng away, and ask your¬
self the solemn questlon, "What have
I done wlth my soul In the last twelvo
months?"
You are by a wholo year so much

nearer death.are you so much nearer

heaven? As the sands of llfo run out
and your allotted yenrs glldo away,
are you tarolessly playlng. or are you
rcdeemlng tho tlme because the days
aro evll?
"Jesus Christ the same".not only

In love and mercy for the penltent, but
ln severlty to those who are llvlng
wlthout Hlm. antl who do not try to
obey Hlm. We acknowledge Hlm as

our Redeemer; we look to Hlm as our

Intercessor, but on what ground can

we clalm Hls mercy as our Judge?
Are wo sorrowlng much, bclievlng

much, lovlng much? These nre Hls
terms, Hls conditions; and there ls
none other.
"What Ho was yesterday.blessed be

God.He ls' to-day. and He wlll bc
forever. But we.we aro vanlshlng
like a vapor; we bring our years to
an end as It were a tnle that Is told.
We know not what an hour or a day
may bring forth, nor where any one of
us may bo ere the morning sun shall
rlse.
For each hour, as It disappears. we

need to Imploro forgiveness. What
then of years? Our tlmes are In Hls
hand; and ln splte ot all our ahort-
comings, He wants us to be, not ser-
vants,' but.friends, members of Hls
body, partakers of Hls nature, sanctl-
lled by Hls Word and Spirit, and In-
herltors of Hls wondrous promlsc,
"Where I am, there shall My servant
be."
Dear frlend, wlll you not accept Hls

offer? Years are passlng away. Nlght
ls drawlng on. Death cannot be far
off.and then.Eternity!
Where will you spend it?

We have' recelved from George M.
Bailey, the celebrated megaphono ma*
nipulator of tho Houston Post, a hand-
some calendar adorned wlth an alleged
portralt of a red-headed and dlmpled
Houston widow. Mr. Balley's thought
of us ln the hollday season ls much
valued, and hls widow is hereby dubbed
Remarkable lf True. We ycannot help
feellng, however, that if such a lady
had ever really origlnated ln Houston,
Tex., she would have lost not a mo-
ment's tlme ln buylng transportatlon
for Royal Richmond, where the spend-
crs live.

Dispatches yesterday announclng that
the Mayor of Portland, Ore.. had got
onto a new bunch of map-sketchlng
Japanese sples relleve tho situation
greatly. We had begun to fear that
somethlng terrlble must have happened,
Inasmuch as no Japspies had been re¬
ported for nearly four days.

It means a 120-mlle walk to go
through all the rooms of the Spanlsh
royal palace. The councll of the Para-
graphers' Unlon may have to direct Its
Spanlsh exchanges to asslgn a walking
dblegate to that beat yet.

No wonder Charlie Hughes ls win-
ning so many friends in llttle old New
York. Statlstlcs show that 36 per cent.
of the men ln that clty have, llke
Charlie, bearded themselves in thelr
own dens.

The boom of tho Governor of New
Jersoy, havlng falled to eltclt the in-
dorsement of the Speaker of the House,
ls hereby cautloned to slt down and be
good whlle there is tlme. Everyhody
knows what a Cannon can do to a Fort,

When Mr. Booth Tarklngton under-
took to thrash that team of Indlanap-
olls plalnclothosmen, posslbly the de-
ccptlvo nog had momentarlly persuaded
him that he was no other than Mon-
slcur Beaucalre.

Sonator J. Davls ls to speak ln
Bryan's behalf on January lfl, as doubt-
less Mr. Roofievelt has noted wlth real
pleaaure.

Or, more accurately, it may be said
that Governor Hughes's popularlty
rosts on the fact that he ls the John A.
Johnson of the Republlcan party.

Probably no Navy Department tn
tho world can slap itself on the wrist
more thoroughly and successfully than
cun Willlam Loeb's.

"A Pennsylvanla man pald $4,000 for
a rubber stamp," says the Washington
Horald. Probably the gentleman ls a
rion-unlon paragrapher.
There are 26,000,000 wldows In In-

din. Accordtng to our reading of tho
signs of the tjmes. thls puts Indla
rlght next on tho llst to Houston, Tex,

Only one person ln a thousand llves
to be 100 years old. We suppoae that
moBt of tho others are miners.

To Admiral Brownson's credlt bo lt
sald- that he flatly declincd to bo lald
away lu a bureau drawer.

Wo suppose that Mr. Taft wlll now
havo to be reckoned among Mr. For-
aker's Chrlstmas Bllls.

Brownson is a men who can wear ap
Ex llko a badge ot honor.

Rhymes for To-Day
THH DOTTY I. lALOOUBS.

I. Thi' l.platulc nI thc Ildlnnrlun F.m-
IniNsy,

WI1IL1S shn, Ignoring Mother's
guest,

Kept flgurlng her rentals,
Ita leancd against Mt. Everest
And slyly brushed hls dentala.

But soon he, wlth a nianlac lnugh,
Crled: "I can't hear It longor!"

And, sipplng at hor half-and-half.
Sho Btieercd: "Try gln.It's .drohger,"

Then In a moment she was gono,
In that old, strnnge fpmale way:

So ho became a porter on
Slberla's lonc rallway.

Yenrs after, ns you'd guoBS, they met
Whlle steamlng over Russher:

When ho'd strollod up a tlp to get
And coaxed a chance to brush her.

Crled he: "Your aunt keeps well, I
truat?"

(Ah, yca, ho recognlzed her!)
Sho sobbed.for then her sorrow bust.
"Men sald that you desplsed her."

Just then the clvll brnkeman bawled:
"SchlcnpetrotrnskBlovenskyl"

"Thls is my station, dear," sho called.
Quoth he: "No.Pvsobolensky!"

So thus they made tho old grudgo rlght,
Forgavo them hot words spoken.

And he reBlgned tho Whisk that nlght
And took rooms In Ilobokon.

H. S. II.

MEBELY JOKING.

Sure to Have Them.
Mtftklns: "It ls sald that agsresslvc.(im-

puli.ive people uaually havo blnck eyes.
BIITklns: "That's rlght. If thoy hnvnn t

got them at flrst they get them later. .
Chlcago News.

1'ln.vlng 'Possum.
Ellen (tho nurse. to lltlle glrl of slx. who

I* luppoaed to have an ufternoon sleep every
day): "Nnncy, you nro u naughty little
Glrl not to havo gono to sleep thls after:
nconi" _;.
Nancy (roproachfully) "Ellen! Ellenl

Don't you remembor tho three tlmea you
looked ovor the screon nnd I waa fast
nalcep?".Punch.
Fund of Both.
He: "Aro you. a vegetarlan?"
Rhe: "Oh, no; I love good bcef."
He: "Ah! 1 wlah 1 wero a becf!"
She: "Well, I llke veal, also.".Thc

Unlted Presbyterlan.
A N'oble Work.
A suburban mlnlster, durlng hls dlscourse

on« Sabbath mornlng, sald: "In each blade
of grass there Is a sormon." Tho followlng
day ono of hla ftock discovered the good
man pushlng a lawn mowcr about hls gar¬
den and paused to suy: "Well, parson, l'm
glad to see you ongng.d ln cuttlng your
__inions ahort.".Tho Standard.

Tho Wily Burglar.
Flrst Burglar: "What'a thnt?"
Second Burglar: "That's my sample case

ye see. I'vo Just become a hou-e-to-liouse
canvasser." ,_,.

Flrst Burglar: "What aro ye scllln ?
Becond Burglar: "Oil to keep doors from

squenkln'. Great scheme, ain't It?".Lon¬
don Telegraph.
Tho Truth of It.
'Twaa the nlght before Christmas, and all

through tho house
Not a creature wa* sttrrlng, not even a

mouse;
They all had been shopplns and spent thelr

last red.
And nervous prostratlon had sent them to
bed. .Harp.r's Bazar.

BACK AT THE TIMES-DISPATCH.

WE have all klnds of re»pect for the
proweas and the veraclty of old Bill
Kkllllt. the eateemed Richmond

Tlmes-Dispatch's agrlcullural expert and
mlghty hunter before the Lord: but we want
to warn hlm now that he couldn't lUK a de-
funct rabblt into thls offlce and make any¬
body belleve it was a bear..Bristol Kerald-
Courlcr.

We learn from the Rlchmond Tlmes-Dls-
patch that the G00 cows of Hlchmond drlnk
fiom the aewers. It seems that man and
beast are cqually determlned to pass tho
Richmond water up, but we never dreamed
that the Rlchmond cows wero so depraved.
.HouBton Post.

Our' learned contemporary. the Richmond
Times-Dlapatch, in a lucld treatlse on

"Warts," say* that "tho wart on tho nose
standB by ltself." That ls becauso it la
slngular..Roanoke Tlmea.

"Llfe is full of rude surprlses," sententl-
ouEly remarks the Hlchmond Tlmcs-DiK-
patch. It surcly Is, and the newspaper
man gets hls falr sharo ot them..Montgom¬
ery Advertlser.

"Says the Plttsburg Dlspatch: 'Plttaburg
U the best advertlsed clty In the country.'
Does not our contemporary mean 'tho most
advertlsed?' " Inqulres the Richmond Tlme .-

Dlspatch. Or thc "worat?".Washlngton
Post.

The Richmond Tlmes-Dlspatch has dls-
co%ered that Lynchburg is the thlrd clty in
slr. In tho State. It now remains for our

OHteemed contemporary to dlscover that the
mcon is green cheBe..Roanoke Tlmes.

Ab we understand the Great Commone.,
Roosevelt is a Democrat in spots, but they
a-e Bryan's Spots...Richmond Tlmes-Dis-
p.lch. Yes. and Bryan says he only has
foui ot them, whlle he refused to acccpt four
otiicrs and pald no attentlon to another
four It is also Bryn-n's track* that Roose-
vel. has boen stepplng ln, and whlch tha
Ccmmoner saya he falled bo Ignomlnlously
lo flll..Blackatone Courler.

'Hold on to the Phlllpplnesl" shouts Ad¬
mlral Dowey passlonately. What's tho use,
Admlral? asks the Hlchmond Tlmes-Dls-
pi'tch. Unfortunately. there Isn't the sllght-
eet chance ot thelr sllpplng away..Hudson
(Mass.) Sun.

The Rlchmond Tlmes-Dlspatch calla Sen-
atot Jeff Davis "The Arkansas Traveler";
hut the orlglnal Arkansaa traveler made nls
tlcdle talk, and was not affllcted wlth the
open mouth..Atlanta Conatltutlon.

.-a

THE rARAGRAPHERS' UNION.

New York Slgner of the Constltutlon Wel-
comea Hls Membershlp Cord.

Wo have received from tho Rlchmond
Timea-Dlspatch, the orlginator of the as¬

soclation, a handaome certlflcate of mem-

borshlp ln the Paragraphers' Union. Whlle
the card la a blt bulky for ordinary carry¬
ing purposes.It is 11x14.we Intend to keei
it always before u* to remlnd us of out
hlsrh duty and to keep us in good sulphit-Inl trlm. By it we are "a duly conatltutei
and regular member ot tho Paragrapheis
Unlon. sueh to remaln untll the End ol
Tlme, Grlm Death or Forclble Ejectlon at

tho hands of Its Indlgnant Colleagues.
We glve to a lay world our tenets anc

thc deflntto artlcles of our faith.
Object of the Unlon: To Annlhllate thi

Antl.ue. to Masaaera tha MosBbacked, am

to Abollah the Dltto Mark from the faci
ol tho Habltable Globe.

Motto ot the Unlon: Down wlth thi
Paragraphophone.
You can't Teach an Old Joke New Trloks

Bc a B|g Gun. Don't Be a Bepeator.
Don't bo a Parrotgraphor. Be Aborlglna

wlthout tha Ab. Use Mother-Wit, no
Grandmotner. , -.._,_.

Favorlte Dish of the Unlon: Brains
Favorlte Book: The Orlgin ot Speolos
Favorlte Animal: The Gnu.
Most Hated Frult: The Jestnut. Moa

Hsted Tool: The Old Saw.. Most Hate.
Vehlclo: The Hackney Coach. Moat Hate.
Animal: Tlie Threaddybear.
The Love of Snmeness 1* the Rut of Al

Evll. A Paragrapher Looks Foollsh ln th
SlereotyperB' Room. .;
There are No Dues Allowod In the Unlor

and No Mildews. We uae No Unlon Label
Peoplo Spot Our Work by Readlng lt.
Do Not Refer to Non-Unlon Parngrapher

aa Scabs. Nothlng Stlngs Llke the Truth
The Paragraphers' Union foroverl.-Ne\

York Mall.
.-.. , -.-¦

Consul R» 8. Greehe statea that oi

September lst elaborato celebratlon
wero held at Port Arthur and Daln:
of tho fimt annlversary of the estab
lishment by tho Japanese of clvll gov
ernfnent in tjie Kwantung leasod. tor
ritory and of tho openlng of Dalny t
international trade,

...I »-.

"Why do you disllke poetry ao muoh?"
"Because," atiswer-d tho man who u*u

acerted halroll, "when you qyoto prose ver;
t'ov poople can bo au.e It lan't an orlglnn
remark, but when you quote poetry every
body U'.vls. on tbe inatant,".Wtt*hln_toi
St-J,'.

Tlmes-Dlitpntnli riiupiiti,
Mun.oy nullrllng,

WHBhlngton, V. C, De«. .8.
lt la woll nsBurccl that both politlcal

partlea wlll have tarlff revlslon ns a
chlef plnnlc of tholr plntforrrifl in tho
presirt.ntlnl campalgn of next yoar.
Tho Democrnts hnve had thls plank for
years. The Republlranfl havo never had
lt, but during Mr. Roosoyelt'a torm ln
the Whllo House ho lias'^approprlnted
Democratlc campalgn planka so roadlly
und so froquently that tt wns certaln
long ngo thnt ho would cventually take
tho last ono left to the Democratlc
party. Ho has.
The slncorlty of declnrntlons by Re-

publlcans ln favor of /tnrl ffrevlHlon-
publlcans In favor of tnrlfT revlslon-
tnrlff roform.-may woll bo doubtcd.
Tho pnrty cannot havo better oppor¬
tunity to redtice tarlff Bchedules next
year than thls. They havo both houaes
of Congrpsa now, as woll as Iho pres-
Idoncy. Thoy may loso tho presldency
next year; they may loso tho lower
house. The Senate la absolutoly oy-
clone-proof for Bomo yeara to como.
It would appoar as though Blncere nd-
vocatos of tarlff rcductlon would strlko
whllo conditions woro nll favorablo,
instead ot puttlng off tho blow to a
tlme when those conditions may undor-
go'a radlcal chango.
For whllo the two partles may both

declare for reductlon, It is unreasonablo
to auppoBO that Republlcan rcductlon
would ho llko unto tho reductlon whlch
Domocrats would attompl.

"There wlll ho but one politlcal plat¬
form wrltten next year," sald Colonol
Robert N. Harper, of thls clty, presl¬
dent of the Amorlcan Natlonal Bank,
nnd a vctoran Democrat, tho other day.
"The Republlcans wlll wrlte that.
There wlll be nothing for the Demo¬
crata to do when thoy meet at Denver
but to repeat the declaratlona put forth
by tho Republlcans at Chlcago a week
before. For that reason I advocated
holdlng our conventlon beforo tho Re¬
publlcans held thelrs. Had a date ln
May been selected, the Republlcans,
Instead of puttlng Democratlc doctrlne
Into thelr platform, and havlng us fol¬
low along nftor them, enunclating our
own prlnclplos after they had atolen
them, would havo been ln tho" posltlon
of thlcvcs themselves."

Representntlve Slms, of TenncBscc.will introduco a bill when Congress
reconvenos prohlbltlng Btar route mall
carriors from dellvering packagea ofllquor ln dlstrlcts In whlch the aale of
intcxlcanta Ia prohlblted. Actlng Poat-
master-Goneral AlcCleary, an old frlend
of Mr. Slms, told hlm he dld not thlnk
the department woiild oppose such log.Islntlon.
Mr. Slms trted to get the depart¬

ment to direct that the practice of atar
route carriors dellvering llquor bo dls-
continued, but It was found that tho
postal ofllclals have not the authorltyunder tho law to do thls. There is
much complalnt from TennesBec and
other States, where prohibition ob-
tainH, agalnst whlskey belng sent in
by star carrler.s, and thc propoaedlegislation Is aimed at the practice.Mr. Slms says he bolievcs the bill will
pasa. One more Btcp towards absolute
prohlbltlon.

A candldato for the Republlcan presl-dentlal nomlnatlon, a qulet man, whose
ablllty to make a Joke has been so¬
rlously questioned, was talking to a
n.wspaper correspondent, who had
cnlled on hlm at hls house the other
nlght. Thc decanter and two glasscs
appeared aoon after the arrival of the
correspondent. The candldate took up
tho bottle and the glass.

"I do not profess to be able to mlx a
Falrbanks cocktall," he said, "but I do
clalm to bo ablo to pour stralght whls¬
key."
The correspondent found later that

the clalm was not an idle boast.

"The Rald on Prosperity," hy Chan-
cellor Day, of Syracuso Unlverslty,
printed by D. Appleton & Co., ls belng
recelved by the Washlngton correspon-
dents: ln fact, lt Is belleved that every
correspondent here has already got hls
copy. There ls conslderable speculation
as to the identity of the people who
are paying for the large number of
volumes sent out. Slnce tho book ls
wrltten for the purposo of showlng
that President Roosovelt led the rald
by attacklng the great and good men
who head tho Standard Oll trust. the
railroad trust, and every other monop-
oly, lt is presumed that monoy for thc
clrculatlon of a volume deslgned to
show how the entire country was

wronged through attacks upon the good
men who have formed and who guide
the destinies of the Amerlcan trusts
was not difllcult to obtntn.

Senator "Bob" Taylor, of TenneBsee,
got a letter recently from a man named
Taylor, who is serving a term in the
Mlssourl penltentiary. The convlct as-

sured the Senator that they were klns-
men, and urged hlm to use hls Influ¬
ence to get hlm out of prlson, "and
maybo I wlll be ln posltlon to do some¬

thlng for you some day" the letter
ended.

"I never heard of the fellow," sald
Sonator Taylor, "but you can't tell. He
mlght bc a cousln of mlne. So I sat

down and wrote a letter to Joe Folk,
a Tennessee boy, Governor of Mlssourl,
ln whlch I told hlm to let the fellow
out and charge the pardon to me, and
lf any of the Folk famlly ever got
into the same klnd of troublo In Ten¬

nessee I would do what I could to get
them out. I haven't heard from Folk

yet."
Senator Taylor has a collectlon of

canes presented hlm which Is the envy
of everybody who sees lt. There are

masslve ebony stlcks, wlth heavy gold
heads, llke the one presented by the

R E. Lee Camp of Confederate Veter-
ans of Fort Worth, ln appreclatlon of a

lecture whlch he dellvered in that clty
for the beneftt of the camp, and whlch
netted the veterans ^¦aof0*'Sf"&t°Ll^:
lor charglng nothing for the lecturo.
Another beautlful cane was presented
by the Tlpton' county delegates to tne

State conventlon in Tennessee which
nominated Senator Taylor to the gov-
ern^rshiP the flrst time in 1886 There

ls a good story connectea wlth that as

wlth sovernl others, of the collectlon.
but thls ls the place to tell about ono

whlch Senator Taylor recelved somo

Washlngton Snapshots and Sidelight.
Imo ago fr.om a convict servlng a t--i_n tho Montnna penltentlnry. it lookiIko gray onyx, and hns a beautlfulicad of mothor of ponrl nnd sllvnl
innds nnd bars. Tho cano Is not ol
inyx, but ls mado of Bob Taylor Mag-i_lnos. Tho convict wrote that he hn<md hls woary dnys m prlson brightened
to ofton by tho gospnl of sunahln4
.vlilch Sonator Taylor prenchos alwaysivhother wrltlng or spenklng, that h<
wlshed to send somo tokcn of appro-
:latlon. ,
Thc Htaff Ib formed from acraps olho pages of tho magastlnn atrung on n

oil, and thon subjoctod to very heavy
iresaurc. The mothod of making it
Imllnr to that employed ln tho pro-luctlon of leather canea, whero wnsh-
irs of solo leather nro plncod on n
ii'iitral rod and then put undor pres-
ittro, and aftorwards turned In a latho.
.ho convict liad hls cano turned and
.irnlahod, whlch glves It tho appcar-
ince of onyx or agato. It ls a sou-
;unlr whlch tho Senator values abovo
nost of hls collection.

Colonol Arch Hughes, of Tennosseo,
*ho is known to overybody ln tho Vol-
intcor Stato ns one of Its leading Ro-
itibllcans and votoran under Oencral
s'athan Bedford Forrest, nnd who Is
ilmoat ns well known In tho natlonal
.'tipllal, whero he held down a gov-
irnment posltlon for some years, la In
.own, and ls tolllng a story which he
.lnlms Is a new ono. In fact, the col-
inel has to aaauro hls acquaintances n

itory Is jiew beforo ho ls allowod to
jroceod.
Tho colonel says that an Irlshman

lown in hls part of tho country was
askod tho othor dny rogardlng IiIb
:holco among asplrants for tho presl-
lency.
"Wllllam J. Bryan," was tho unhesl-

tatlng reply. "Ol'm always goln' to
voto for Bryan."
"Why aro you such a atrong Bryan

man?" was aaked.
"Why, they told me to vote for Mr.

Bryan In '913 nnd wo would havo good
tlmes," replled the son of Erin. "01
lld, and we've hnd good timeB ivcr
dt-nce."

Our Nnvy.
Edltor of The Tlmoa-DlBpatch:
Slr,.I have read wlth much Inter¬

eat tho artlclo, "Needa of Our Navy,
by Henry Reuterdahl, In McCluros, and
Admlral Melvillo's defenae of tho Navy
Department and deslgners of our war¬
shlps. Such dlscu88lons are obllged to
result ln good, as ls Bhown by tho
cxample of England, where the leading
Journals dlssoct tho plans of every new

warshlp. lay them beforo the public
and crltlclze them intolllgently. Tho
result is that England "aets the fash-
lon" ln warshlp construction for tho
world, just as Parls sets tho fashion
for women's clothes. At thc close of
the Russo-Japanese War tho Engllsh
deslgners took tho lessona ot that war
and proceoded to bulld a warshlp In
whlch the weak points as shown by
actual battle experlence wero ellm-
inatod. Their product was the Dread-
naught, run by turbino englnes glving
hor a speed of 22 knots, ample armor
protectlon. and the 12-Inch guns as

solo weapon ln the maln battery. Thls
shlp set the whole world by tho cars,
and all natlons who could afford lt
planned shlps nlong tho same llnes.
Tho Navy Department ln Washlngton
did not feel sure inat the new typa
was entlrely correct and took the half-
way measure.' They lald down tho
Idaho and Mlsslsslppi of only 17 knots,
wlth all the thlck belt armor, except
about six Inches, under water, and
two turrets forward and two aft, ln
each of whlch ure two 12-lnch guns.

Thls bunchlnir of the guns glves
the enemy a blg target. whlle tho
large separatlon of big guns on the
Dreadnaught overcomc thls dilflculty.

Mr. ReuterdaM's comment on the
submerged armor on our shlps Is cer-

tainly based on fact, for I saw tho
ileet at Old Polnt on December 15th.
and notlced as tho launch approached
the gangway of tho Connectlcut that
the great armor belt.wide enough
for a man to walk on.was three or
four Inches below water. Of courso
these shlps are loaded down wlth pro-
vlslons, ammunltlon and coal, but at
tho normal load llno thls armor ls only
twelve Inches abovo water, and every
one who has ever taken a short sea
trlp knows that a wave cllmbs moro
llke slx feet than twelvo Inches abovo
the lovel of the red atreak. Tho mod¬
orn 12-lnch gun wlll not stop on tho
thln armor whlch ls above the belt,
but, as Mr. Reuterdahl says, "lt wlll
make a holc as big as a door," and
the sea would rush in and down goes
your $5,000,000 battleshlp and her 800
men. The foreign shlps carry tbe belt
elght feet below water and elght feet
above.some higher still.whlch will
not glve way even for a 12-lnch shell.
The flrst conslderatlon is to keep

your shlp afloat. Make provlslon for
that flrst; then consider the guns and
speed. Admlral Melvllle says that thls
artlst naval cxpert Reuterdahl knows
nothlng of shlps in the making. I beg
to dlfter, An artlst ls a seer; he trains
hls eyes for taklng ln detall, and Mr.
Reuterdahl has spent ten years seolng
thlngs on tho warshlps of every flrst-
class power. He is Indorsed by tho
best Engllsh deslgners.the "fashion
sotters," and Admlral Melville's stlng-
Ing remarks only show one thlng;- that
ls, that Mr. Reuterdahl has gotten on
to the chalr-warming admlral's touchy
point.i. e., hls out-of-dateness.

ARTHUR B. UPSHUR.
Richmond, Va.

^ -.-

Honors for Lynchburg.
Editor of The Times-DIspatch;
Slr,.Wo thank you for congratulat-

ing us on Lynchburg belng third ln
populatlon. I wonder why you dldn't
congratulate us for the gold medal
we received at tho Jamestown Expo¬
sltion for our school exhiblt?

Slncerely,
VIRGINIA QLASS.

Monroo School, Lynchburg. Va.
i ->

Nuptlae.
Liko the great lovers ln the tales of old,
Cur soul* we pllghted by the mldnlght

sea;
Hor wide eyes then. and her rlch jewolry,
Gleamcd ln tho dusky alr, magnotlc gold.
Our klsses, of the thlngs that nover dle,

Sc-nlod on our sllent lips the oaths that
blnd;

And the great organs of the sea and wind
Sounded for ua thelr aoleflM harmony.

Often we wondered on the myatery
Ot tho pale flre8 that webbod the wsves

wlth light:
At tlmes we saw a star aet ltself free
From th- old vaultad flrmament of nlght.
And ln an instant, dlzzy wlth dusk and

height
And drunk wlth beauty, fall Into the sea.
.December Tranaatlantla Talea.

On tbo Wedding Journey.
She.Otto, I don't bolleva that true love

wfcits for u tunnel!.Transatlantlo Tale*.

Make 1908 a Happy New Year
Put by'a good fund this year for your fu-

ture requiretnents.
Remeinber that the morning sun does not

shine all the clay.nor prosperity reign for¬
ever.
An account with the Merchants National

Bank is a great incentive to save,

Three Per Cent. Interost pald on savings accounts,
compounded aeml-annually from date ot deposlt.

The Merchants National Bank,
v

1101 Eimt Mttlu Street, Ulcliiuond, Vn.

Doposltary of tho Unlted gtates, Stato of Virglnia and Clty ot Rlohmond.

Capital $200,000.00 Surplus $830,000,00 -

"SAFEST FOR SAVINGS,"


