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Y RICHARD SPILLANE. 1

For a man who had the politicians
of the town In the hollow of hig hand,
who could make blg merchants come
B-runpoing if he =0 deeired, and who had
enough millions to make a splurge In
any soclety, “Uncle Joe" was unusually
maodest,  He dressed shabblily, much ta
the annoyance of his rclever wife and
charming daughter, and;was as com-
monplace- in  appearance as an old
shoe. Hls bank, too, was unpretentions,
There was a big, wide counter that
extended around two sides of the In-
closed space. The other two sides did
not need counters, for they wera
against the walls. Above the counter
was a wire fcreen, with openings hero
And there. One of the openingrg was
where the counter was rounded, turn-
ing from the front to the slde of the
room. At this bend In the counter
'Uncle Joe" sat all day lnoking out
on the busy atreet or chatting with
Auch people as had business with him.
Ha never handled money, never raised
his volce above the ordinary conver-
sational tone, and never seemed to nay
much attention to things, but his sharp
little eyes took In evervthing, or near-
ly everything.

From whero ha sat he could see
every one worth seelng In the business
lifo of that town, for tha bank was
right In the heart of the clty, at the
Junctton of tha twa principal streels,
And pomehow he heard evervthing, or
naarly everything, worth knowing.
What  ha BAW he didn't  ferget.
What he heard he geldom repeated, He
had come into that seaport town with
little more than the clothes he wore
and had plodded along for years be-
fore he had attracted attent{ion. From
a emall merchant he had become an
fmporter. From an tmporter he had
branched out to he a banker. Shrewd-
1y and quletly he had made progrees.
Harely did he make an error. It was
not until his fortune was blg and he
was doing the most profitable banking
husiness of the city that some of the
old fogiee realized that he was a power
in the community. He wrg so mild, so
Boft-volced, Eo unobtrusive that (¢
was hard for them to understand how
he had made such headway,

Uncle Joe never told them the =acret,
Day after day ho sat at the counter,
mnd the clty passed in rev'ew bofore
him. Merehant and palitician stopped
now and then te gossip. The banker
was a mort Attentive listener so long
s the subject interested him. When
it did not' he had a habit of looking
into wvacuney in a npreoccupied sorl of
Wiy that made a caller feel It was &
proper time 1o depart. Tho Mavor
Wis a regular caller. The Mayor pat-
ronized Uncle Joe. The clty funds were
fdeposited in the bank, and the Muavor
feit that TU'nele Joe should feel appre-
clatlve, 'The Mayor did not' know it,
but he never would have been elected
had it not been for Unecle Jos. In gome
mysterious; way the banker had nb-
talned & hold on most f the forceful
men of each of the political partles,
and unostentatiously, and usually
without their realization of hls influ-
ence, he had themn do just whal he
wanted. :

It was the same in regard to varlous
big business concerns, There was not
en establishment. In town that Unecle
Joe did not have an accuraie Hne on.
He was n remarkable student of men,
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Bpoke openly and unreservedly about
himself he had declared he could read
the chuaracter of any man Into whose

etved he looked. This +was his one
vitnity, He had .been known to Eot rid
of the ‘account of the greatest mer-
cantlle house in the State because of
the ascendancy of onne man In the
management. The account apparantly
wias a most valuable one, and another
bank was delighted to get it, but
clghteen months later, wwhen the housse
falled, the other banig would have been
In serfous trouble had not Uncle Joe
gEone to {its assistance.

Harvey Kirby was one of the few
men in the town who really knew
Unele Joe. Kirby wag young, Impetu-
ous and poor., He worked on the af-
ternoon newspaper., He hag mixed in
local politles enough to hecome curlaus
regarding the man who pulled the
wires. It took him quite a while to
find out. When Kirby got curious he
usually did not rest until his curiosity
was ratisfied, He hecame curious, too,
about the way the Whart Company
was managed. Tt was the general bhe-
liet that the clty owned one-third of

the Whart Company Etock, having re-

ceived the shares for the dock and ri-
parien righte It gave to the company,
but he dlscovered that by an artfu)
trick the company had given one-
quarter and not one-third., There had
heen 95,000 shares outstanding when
the deal was made. An extra Isste of
25,000 shares had been made to the clty
for the rights It surrendered. No one
outeide the Inner eclrele of the Whars
Company kpew the real fpets until
Kirby dug them up.

Kirby wrote vigorousiy, and some-
times put more of a Sting In his para-
graphs than he intended. He was a
‘Welcome visitor to Unele Joer's house
anl had been suspected of belng an
ardent admirer of Unele Joe's daugh-
ter, Janlce. untll he cnme out in the
Spade with a broadside In which he
lambasted Uncle Joe without mercy.
The Spade was o weekly review, in
which Kirby had a half Interest. An-
other man pald the bills, and Kirby
dla the wrlting, and incidentally paid
his respeects in vigoreus Iinglish to
those persons he eould not treat as he
wished In the columnsg of the mare
conservative Star. It was not pleasant
for Uncle Joe to have Kirby show Iy
the minutes of thie meeting of the
Whart Company that it was Uncle Jog
wha plaved the triek by which the
clty was euchred out of its just share
of the Wharf Company holdings, I
was not pleagant, elther, to have i1+
brought out that the prinelpal polfti-
ciang were Unecle Joa's puppets.

U'nele Joe did not show bad temper,
but when Kirby, as was hls daflv cus-
tom, called st the banle the next dav

to learn what was golng on, Unele Joe,
in his mildest and blandest tone, re-
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marked that thercafter he would be
more than pleased if Kirby did not
visit his house.

“Very well," sald Kirby.

That was all they sald about It, but
Kirby was savage In what he wrote
about the Wharf Company in the next
Iseue of the Spade. He was savage,
too, in what he sald about the opposi-
tion the Atlantic and Mississippl Rall-
road was encountering In seeking an
entrance to the elty. A syndicate of
millionalres had grabbed all the lanéd
on the water front not owned by the
Wnarf Company end would not sell

exvept at an exorbitant flgure. Kirby
lHkened them to highwaymen, and:
Without mentioning names, portraved

them so accurately that no one could
nmilstake who was meant. Uncle Joa
was prominent In the pleture.

Week after week Kirby ripped into
iInele Joe and the other rtich men
af the town. Thera was 1o question
aiout his belng right in nearly every-
thing he sald, The city suffered from
lack of enterprise. It had p!ent_\- aof
millionaires, but they were perfectly
=atislied with things as they were and
desired neo change. They consldered
they had made the city and they re-
Ecnted eritlelsm. Kirby and various
cther young men inststed that wealth
had a duty, They sald the town might
be dellghtful to the rich, who had made
thelr fortunes there and now were
willlng to slt back and lank on, but
It was not so pleasant for those whe

had only modest homes and whose
rrosperity depended on the growth and
cxpansion of the city, its Industries
and Its commerce. They declared i1

was Hitle short of a crime to Keep out a
rallroad just becauae a few richh men
insisted on the railroad paving tribute
to them first. Once Kirby had become
B0 angry that he wrote something to
the effect that the town needed nothing
&6 much as some first-class funerals.

All this time Uncle Joe and Klrhy
chatted vnce or twice a day like tha
best of friends. TUncle Joas had a fins
nose for news, and no one gave more
good, readable stuff to the young news-
paper man than the mild old banker.
Opcasfonally Unele Joe would search
Kirby's face with those keen eves, but
cvery time he did so Iirby returned
the scrutiny with Interest

“Kirby," sald Unele Joe one after-
noon, “vou're a foolish youth if you
only knew It. You write a lot telling
men how to manage thelr affairs, and
You try to tell the city how It should
manage its business, but do you ever
give heed to your own affalrs? Dun't
think 1 am impertinent. but would you
mind tellilng me how much money yvou

are making and how much you have
saved up?”
Kirhy laughed. “YWhy, Uncle Joe,"

he answered, "l only get $25 from the
Star. T don't get a penny for what I
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write In the Spade. That's a labor of
Iove. The $25 & waek just keeps my
mother and myself."”

“Kirby," said the old banker, “If you
know 0 much about huw other peo-
ple could make money, why don't you
make money for vourself?"

“If I had any capltal I'd make it fast
oenough," was the reply.

‘YTou have caplital; credit Is capital,’
Uncle Joe declared.

"0, I havel!” exclalmead Kirby, with
8 touch of garcasm. ‘Maybe T have if
with you?’

“You have,” sald the banker. "You
Are young, and, so far as I know, hon-
est. You were born here. You and
¥our mother own the home you live in
You have no particularly bad habits,
You work regularly. Any ¥Young man
of Eood reputation can have reasonable
eredit from a banik If he has a good
proposition.’

‘Does 'reasonable’ credit mean §5,000,
£10,000 or $15,000?" asked Kirby.

"That depends,” sald the banker
“What would you bhuy If you had the
money 2"

“Uncle Joe,” =ald Kirby, “Iif thera,is
any solld, safe Investment in this town,
Its’s Wharf Company stock. It pays
1-2 per cent. a month-—g Per cent., a
year. You've got a lot of {t. T know.
If It wasn't good you waouldn't have It
I've been lambasting ¥ou people a long
time, and I'm golng to lambaste wvou
1 While lot more, \but that does not
affect the security. It is rldiculous
the price the stock is gslllng at. Why,
it's dirt cheap., Am I right?"

“Yes," sald Uncle Joe.

Kirby did not ask ANy more ques-
tlons, but hastened to a broker named
Pendleton.

“How much Wharf stock have you
for sale?' he asked.

“Fifty shares,” was

“"The price?"

“Bighty-eight and one-half,”

“I'II buy it said Kirby,'

Fendleton, who knew
nothing, inquired whom it was for.
“Get the certificate, and come with
me to Uncle Joe's.” Kirby repliea,

“I'm sorry,” Kirby announced te
Uncle Joe a minute later, “that I cgxld
buy only fifty shares. If I could have
picked up 500 I would have done so."
Then he drew a check for $4,425. Unecle
Joe said something to the cashier, and
4 note was prepared for Kirby to sign.
The office of the Wharf Company was
nearby, and a new certificate helng
made out to Kirby, this was attached
to the note. Kirby was about to sign
the note when he happened to ebserve
the rata of interest.

"“Say, Unele Joe,” he protested. “This
note s made out for & per cent. No
8 per cent. goes with me. The stock
naye 8 per cent. If yvou want to do
this thing in first-class shape you'll
have to reduce the rate.”

“Well, what rate would vou like to
pay?' askerd the banker,

“Flve 1s nlenty.”

“Make it five,” =2ald Uncle Joe to the
clerlkk. The clerk smiled. It was the
first time Uncle Joe had done such a
thing in many a day.

The next issue of the Spade had the
usual hroadslde at the Wharf Company
and the millionaires. The day after the
papar came out Kirby had to go to the
Whart Company office to collect the
monthly dividend on his stock. That
$25 appeared to him to be mighty good
money, and he celebrated by buying for
hia mother something she had wished
for a long time.

Faor several weeks Kirby continued
his campaign in the Spade, and then
gradually ‘he began to lose interest in
his old Hne of attack. Instead he sug-
gested a new one. The savings Lanks
paid only 4 per cent., he pointed out.
They were not s=afer than was the
Wharf Company, whieh pald 6, the
shares of which sold below par. There
was no better Investment., The shares
could be purchased In lots of one, five,
ten or more. 1If the shares were well
distribuied there would be no morn Jug-
gling with the property. The more cit-
fzens owned tho stock, the less would
be the (njustice done by the trick at
the time the company made its deal for
the elty properiy.

When Kirby came to draw hig sccond
dividend he felt an alr of proprietor-
ship In the Wharf Company that made
him smlle at his own concelt. After
getting his check he chatied for a few
moments with the general manager, and
Just as he was departing he ingquired
ecasually as to the receipts of the com-
pany for the month, He was delighted
when informed they were the hest for
any month in the history of (he com-
pany, That afternoon he wrote o

the answer,

Kirby

glowing artlele for the Star about the!
splendld business the Whart Company |-

wias doing, He wrole one in the samo
spirit for the Spade. Ile was beglhi-
ning to look upon things with optimis-
tic eyes, and he prophesied that if the
Atlantle & Mississippl blockades  wiy
raised the town would have a hoom that
Wwould gladden the hearts of every-
hody. Nothing kept the road out but
the prohibltive price put upon the land
held by the syndleate and needel iy
the company for términals ana’ whart-
age, he argued. This wag gsomewhul
different from the slashing, stinging
styla in which he had handled the auh-
Ject a few months before. Uncon-
sclously he was being  woenned from
radicallem.

Kirby had collected three or four div-
ona day he walked into
the bank and said to the owner: “Unele
Joe, If vou have nn objection I'l takoe
up that note of mine, 1'vo given or-
ders to P'endleton to sell those Ly
shares, Whart stock sold yestorday at
100 1-2 to 10), I'm willlng to 1ot thine
B0 at u bt of o spcrifice, a8 I neod
money for a partleular purpose; so

had

'is made that

I've told Pendleton to sell & point be-
low the market If necessary. Delivar
the stock to him If he pavs for it.”

“All right," said Uncle Joe,

Later in the day IKirby heard the
stock had been sold at 99 1-2. IHe went
to Unecle Joe, got his note, destroved |f
and got the profit that wos coming to
him. /He was $500 to the good, exclu-
sive of the dlvidends he had collected,

“Unele Joe,” he said, when hs had
Etraightened out his affaire, "“wvou've
been mighty kind to me, and I want
You to know how I appreciate it. Don’{
thing I'm presumptuous in what I'm
golng to suggest. [ know you've got a
wad of Wharf Company stoek. It has
had a sharp advance. It I3 not going
Ligher for a long tlme. It is likely to
decline, Par iu tempting to those
Wwho have held for yYears, You folks
are not going to be ahle tn keep the
Atlantic and Alssissipi out of thia town
much longer. When the announcement
the road I8 to come It

will maks Whart stock slump., I'm
as sure as that I am standing here
Lhat the ‘A. & M. win increase the

Wharf Company's recelpts wvastly and
maks the stock much more valuable,
but Iots of people won't see It that way
until the fact Is demonstrated. Ir |
wers you, Uncle Joe, I'd sell my Whart
stock now. You can plek it up a bit
lower if you want it"
Uncle Joe looked at Kirby quizzieal-
iv. “I haven't any Wharf stock,"” ha
said. i

"You lhaven't!" exclaimad Kirby.
“Why 1 saw you on the books for 2,100
shares.'"

The old man leaned over the counter
and whispered. “I sold mine vaster-
day at 100 1-2.” There was something

in the tone that made the yYoung man
flush.

ought to tose this $500 in tho gutter,
but T won't, 1 -

“I've been a fool. I never saw untlh
this minute that yvou simply used me
In this whole affair. Gee, but vou're a
slick old fellow. And°'I thought I was
smart. Think of It! I've simply made
a market for you to sell on."

“Kirby,” =said the old man, “use that
£500 judictously and wyou'll not Tegret
this at «ll."

“Oh, I'll use it judielously, never
fear,” the young man sald with em-
phasis,

“I'll let you know to-morrow about
that part of it. I was going to dls-
cuss that matter to-day, but to-mor-
row will do."

- - - L] - - -

Kirby was true to his word. It was
not, however, until afterncon that he
let Uncle Joe know., It was the most
exciting and nerve-racking day Uncle
Joc had had in twenly years. Dozens
of times he telephoned to hls home.
Dozens of times he telephoned to the
office of the Star. From early In the
morning messengers from the bank
had been scurrylng around on errands
for the old man. Then about 3 P, M
he ot n tolegram, and when he read

It he went pale all of a audden and
gasped. Then he pulled himself to-
gether and jumped down from the
stool and grabbed a telephone.

“Tt serves me right,” he said laugh-
ingly to his wife when he got connec-
tion with his heme. "lere's a tela-
gram [ just rocelved.” And he read:

“I've told Janlee about the $500. The
honeymoon willl last as long as the
§500 holds out.—I<irby."

(Copyright, 1911, by Richard Spillane.)

Burkeville Social News
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Richmond Tuesday, to ses Bernhardt:

In "Camille."

The men of the Wednesday Night
Card Clup entertained In a delightfut
manner the women of the club Thurs-
day nlght at the Wilson Hotel. Covers,
were lald for twelve, and a delicloua
dinner was served.

The Bible study clags was wall at-:
tended at the home of Mrs. MacLean B,
Leath, on Friday evening.

Farrar V. Shelton, the son of Mr,:
and Mrs. T. P. Shelton, s at home from
Randolph-Macon College. ; !
Dr. O. Hausch has sold his new homa

Jasephh Wilson, or this town.

Mra. W. J. Strickler was eleated
"February leader'” of the TWoman's
Mlisslonary Soclety of the Presbyte-.
rlan Church at Its meesting Monday,
Mrs. Strickler, asslsted by Miss Mar-
tha Hughes, served deliclous rofreshe«
ments,

AMrs. Southall Farrar and family, of
Amelia, have been visiting Mrs. T, P,
thelton, of this place. i

Miss Grigsby, one of the teachers of
the High School, has as her guest thix;
gaek her sister, from Washington, D¢

to

"I‘he Rev. G. C. Campbell has returned
from & trip to Washington, D. C. 1
The amateur play to be given for tha:
bonefit of the Episcopal Church, hag!

been postpened until after Easter. A

Samuel Turner left last weelt for:
a vislt to his parents in Amherst coun==
ty. %

Mrs, J. P. Agnew wlll leave Monday.
for the annual celebration at Holling'
Institute. ;

R. K. Herbertson, of Vietoria, spent,
Sunday In town. '

The Allsses Hardlng have returned
from a visit of several months in Flor-
ida.

Mrs. P, 8. Tatum, who has been very,..
tslck, Is much better

Miss Ollle Wells, of Texarkana, Tex.,

has been visiting Mr. and Mra. J. B.s
Ferguson. '-
Gladstone Social News
[8pecial to The Times-Dispateh.] ol
Gladstone, Va. February 18.—0. 1.

Johnson has returned from a short stay
at his home in Bremo. ;
Mrs, K. I'T. Smith was calied to Black-;
stone this weelk owing to the f(llnesaj
of her daughter, i
Miss Finma Taylor is visitlng (riends
in Lynchbhure.
W. C. Vermlllera has returned from;
Richmond. i
Miss Netiie Ranseme has returned?
to K1k I, after spending some tima
with her sister, Mrs, J, I. Orrock, :
Mrs, . Akers {s at home egain:
after spending some time in Rlechmond,.
and attending the (Galnes-Ligon weil-

ding. s
P'.I E. Kerby. of Richmond, is here
for a short stay.
T. 1. Goolsby, of Buckingham, i3z

spending some time at the home of “."
P. Jordan.
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s f f s-Dispate Call on DR. FORTNEY, Neurologis
Kirby studled for a moment before Rnt{‘l{;{;tﬂﬁ!,l'n {-'I:S.Tmiffrhzt-,lf;:?:uh']_-.-. 611 1. Broad Street, for free consulta-'
replying. Then he looked the banker yMosdames Shellon, MieLean Leath, . |tion, Wonderful cures through neu-;
in the oye. “Uncle Joo,” he sald, “I \- Fowlkes and Mlss FPowllkes, were in ! rological methods. i

1 Special Sale
Brass Beds

~ Six of these Brass Beds, priced regu-
larly at S15.00, to be sold NMonday

only. either single or dou- $7 98
°

ble size ... ...
Limited one to a customer.

Auto Couches
$13.50

Complete with two felt
mattresses and cover ...

Direct Action

The World's Leading and Best

Gas Range

“One cent's worth of gas will heat
the oven and do a quick baking."

The scientific construction of the
*Direct Action' oven enables it to do
better work in less time with less gas
than any other range.

We carry the largest assortment of
sizes, and sell more Gas Ranges than
any other store in Richmond.
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“P@Oi‘ﬂl Star”
Refrigerators

Perfect food preservers.  Economi-

cal in the use of ice.

400,000 Women
Use *“Hoosier”’
Kitchen Cabinets

Why delay?  Join this great army
of Hoosier users. Nearly hali a million
women will back your judgment. - ¢

Mattings -

Beautiful  car-
pet patterns,
stripes and  pin
checks, all new
spring stock; per
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