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Eyewitnesses Tell How Waters W

DOUBTFULIFTOWN
WL BE REBUIL

Practically Al Business Men
Utterly Ruined by
Fload.

INVESTIGATION ORDERED
Attempt Will Be Made o Place
Blame for Dam’s
Destruction.

"(Continued From First Page.)

Austin Bank and the post-office, the
department store of A, K Buck, the
Goodyvar Hotel and the Commereclal

Hotel, and numerous generul
Wreckage Ix Sudden.

Five minutes after the dum burst
Lhls stuge had bLeen awepl  off  its
stenery und setting. Along the fool-
hills were telescoped liouses,
whola sides and fragments plled and
citupulted tugether, At elther end of
Muln Street brick bulldings seted us
Luffers ag the twenty-five foot wall of
water rushed downward with its muass
of debris. Almost hill high, the wood
Bleel and brick were plled, g sirange
mixture of the contents of stores apd
homes and of varled lengths timbers
whd sticks shot into the maes. . The
wreckage of the dam had been ag com-
te as It was sudden. Two lmmense
soetlong from top to hottom, & hundred
and ffty feet wido, were Lthrown ot
budily iike the Immense gates of
tinil lock, The outward swing was
mare than fifty feet., and on elther

stores.
Complete an It

thrown

“@

#lde the remuining structure bagan
gradually to crumble away Repnlrs
insi spring had conslsted of H puteh

i

I

|

[

}

of cement fourteen feet EQUAre. One
of the severed sectlions yosterday he-i
ran al that pateh.

The cauze of the breaking of the
dum 4 a matler which the distret
attorney of Potter county has taken

Elipy to investigate.
wWihs examined by experts over a YeEar

|
E o 3 L ~day Lryv-dy
BEO0 und certadin recommendations wers | Hood wre wandering sbout to-dul A

de luoking to {tg safety. The dis-

d4ttorney hiug secured the names

ol some of the experts who submitted
the report to the Bayless Company.
#nd will summon them to testify at
in inguest to begin some day this
woek.

Rellef work has not been systemat]-
cully urzanized to-night, but L s
Hoped that by morning the chaotle

condition will have Geen somewhst re-
leved

shortly after 11 ao'clock this morning
the first relief traln arrived over the
I'snnsylvania Rallroad,
of food 4ng

Four carloads

medicil supplies loaded)
il the Stnte arsenul composed the
relief lowda, in's was  ordered by

(!
Ieft Harrishurg at 4:1¢ this marning in
cliarge of Major flansy, of the Eighth
Reglment, N. G, P, with clght men as
Euards. At Sunbury, Pa,, 21 men
of troop C, of the State constabylary,
All the avallahle men al hand, wers
taken aboard and a delay of an hour

WhE caused by the loading of the
traops,

Plllagers at Work Among the Dead.
It was shown this morning that

there was need of A Etrong hand 1o
guard the town. Plllagers had been

The Eavless -!.unl

iovarnar John K. Tener, und the train |

|

| dispensaries,

|

Budap®st, Huuzary, Juue 106, 1610,
Colugne, Germnny, June 13, 1010,

tinlveston, Te: Augong 20

v

Pitimburg nnd Allegh®ny, Po., Jul
Yaurekn, Nev,, rolns and waterspo
MIN River Valley loundated, Mas
Bradileld
drowned.

Oetober 3 to Novembier 4, 1540,
francw,

At Pesth, Aprll, 1511, Datube dest
itantu,
Iarca, Spain,

April 14, 15335 .00

Other Great Floods buring Last
Century Took Thousands of Lives

Tuklo, Japnn, August 14, 1010, OK5 drowned.

Ginlveston, Texon, September 8, 1900, 6,000 Hves Tont,

Jubuntown, o, Moy 21, 1850, 2,200 Hiven lowt.

Insg, thirty-elghit Hves lont. |

Oble River flowl, February 7, 1554, fifteen dend, S000 homclens |

Sregedin, Muniary, Muarch 13, 157D, seventy-seven drowoed, l

Iousdutions o Marely, XPaln, 1870, 1,000 liven lusg I
|
1

Toulouse, France, pasily destroxed, June, 1875, LOOD lives loxi.

Henervolr, Sheflicld, Eoginod, bhursi,

Grent Inundatlons uf France, Saonce

GUDON nores subinersedy danimpze, 100,000, (MY

Vievnn, Auntrin, Fehrunry, 1530, 1
Silesla nod Polund, 1513, 10,000 Hvex loxt,

RiIver Danube overflowed, Selvfcmber S TSSO G rov e,

- |
|

, 300 drowned. i

150 drowned,

¥ 24, 1874, 0 persops drowned,
ul, July 24, IKT4, thirty llves lost.

10, IRT4, 144 Mves loxt,

Murch

1, 1sa4,

and Rhone hreaking thelr bankn,

V0 drowaed, 50,000 houses submerged,

royed twenty=-fou= villages sud (nhab-

of spray in whlch houscs seemed to
tosd, bumplng against® once wnother,
spinning and turning as they (ell
pleces or were swept out of my slght
The nolse was appulling.

“When 1 fled from Muin Streeu thers
Wele stores v people behind me, many

ta

of them! children. They did not sevm
to appreciate the innence of thelr
dunger,
Helpless to Give Further Wurning.
Some turned Intu stotes as it to
muake u casual purchase. While 1 wus

ivoking dewn upon tnem,
ledg to glve further warning, the ciwud
of migt that seemed to precede the
tiood Bid them from view, and a mu-
ment later
houses from my sight.”

Chief of lMolice . E. Biker tuok
an informul census to-day, and Irom
his list valeuluted that at least 00 of
tAe resfdents were unacceounted for.
But S, M. slebert; chalvman of  the
Citlzens' Committes, and Michael Mur-
rin, the burgess, pointed out that this
reckoning necessarily s Inuccurute be-
viause many of those who cacaped tne

Ing to house ciemeelves any those de-
pendent upon themn,

Hurgess Murrin suld to-duy that in
his opinion not more than 150 lives
were fost.

“It I8 possible
cover the loss,” he
possible that there
than 10¢ dead.”

The burgess and the Hev. P W
O'Brien, who lad bLecn pastor of S5t
Augustine’s, Roman Cat olic Church at
Austin for meny yeare, and who are
familay with bus ness conditions and
values, cetimate the property dam-
die ab about $6,000,000, The Bayless
Company, which owned the dam, will
loge §1,600.000, .ccording . to Father
U'Brien. the Goodyear Lumber Com-
pany, $1,000,000; the buffalo and Sus-
gquehanna Rallroad §500,000, und the Su0
houses destroved with their contents,

that will
it s

maore

this
BuLd,
will be

figure
“and
not

it 1s said, will total $1,000,000 more.
Children Are Victimas.
One of the striking and pathetlc

features of the day, according to Dr.
Thoman H. A, Stytes chief of the State
wie the practical alb-
sence of children among the survivors,
It s thought that when the wreck-
o has been cleared away and the
bodies of victims recovered—although
muny have been entirely destroved—
1t will be Tound that & large proportion

jare those of children.
Boyd Lockhard, a young busginess
man of Austin, had & narrow escupe.
Mr. Lockhard sald that when he
heard the alarm given he thought

some one was playving a practical joke,

ot work during the night, following|®"d he went In the street to watch the

the rumor that the vaults of the Aus-

tin bank and the safes of severul

reople’s actions He looked in the
direction of the dam and saw the on-
coming flood was but three blocus

#lores had been wrecked. The rumor LWay.

wias not true, and the firemen and
volunteers did effective work in keep-
ing offt would-be piunderers
eral cases the gucrdions had hand-to-
hund conflicts with the muruu-fers. in
which the latter were worsted.

The survivors of the flood had not
recovered from the horror of the scene
this morning, and for many hours none
but strangers visited the ruins. Ax
the day progressed smull knots of sur-
vivors -1et and visited the site of the

rulned town. Many striking Incidents
of the flood und escapes were re-
counted,

Credit for the quick-spreading of

the aldrm was given to Lena Binekey,
& telephone operator. Upon recelving
the message from the CUf House thuat
thu dam had broken, she pushed the
alurm button connecting with the Fire
Departments, and the engineers of the

Goodyear Lumber Compmay began to
blow the alurm, The engineer tled
ths whistle down. She then rushed

to the street screaming the warning
€ , “The dam has broken."” Then she
fled for her li.e toward t°' ¢ steep hill-
pide at the north end of Main Street.
Turning toward the valley she saw
the great wali of water descending
upon the town,

“From where 1 stood,”” she sald to-
day, “the wall of weter seemed fifty
feet higi. Above it rose a great cloud

In dev.|

"It looked like u wall of wood twen-
ty-five feet high,” he sald. *“At first
Elance I did not see the water at all
because the wood ut the pulp mil
wus earried before the wuter and be-
cameé u sort of battering ram that
tore awuy the bulldings of the town. [
ran towurds the hill und by the great-
est effort got above the lavel of the
water while It was surging within ten
feet of me. The ground began to give
way under me, but I managed to clam-
ber a few feet higher up and caught
hold of a tree to which T elung.’”

Thropngs Vislt Scene.

Throngs of people came to the town
to-day from all points in the Sinnema-
honing Valley Lelow Austin to ascer-
tuin the extent of the Jdamuge or to
el friends and relatives. The rush
of the waters had carried nway every
meuns of wire communlication and im-
peded travel of any kind,

*The people of Costello,” sald J. C.
Horchard, who loved within half a mile
of Costello, “‘received ample wamrming
from Austin that the dam had broken,
and nlthough forty or ifty houses were
demolished, only three fatalitles oc-
curred.”

The annihilation of the town of Aus-
tin eame In a beautiful sutumn after-
noon. The fine weather had attract-
ed many of the younger element to a
ball game In & nearby town and luek-
lly they escaped the fate of thelr many
friends and relatives. Women were
about the elreets for thelr Saturday
afternoon shopping, and these and the
merchants who were selllng them
goods were caught by the on-rush of
water almost before they had time to
think of cscape. There were small
crowds amusing themselvea also al

W.

“Begets

te

Health’|

Wen't always cure
but invarlably re-
lieves dyspepsia,
indigestion and
kidney troubles.
Gldepioen
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4 A, MORRIS & C8., Disirutune
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atterly heip-

Lthe green waler burled the'

0 drovine |, |
|

!

- |

tnoving pleture theatroes, which wnrc1
| 3wept swayr by the water, ann-n"
{rocking thelr bables ut liome. and|

preachers prepurlng thelr Bunduy ser-%
| Mons were hurled into eternlty pp one |
und the same thme before their startled

rensey vould realtze the meaning of|
v all |
The greatest loss of ite by fire

l]!-|
juvurred &t a sharp turn of the valle
Just below Maln Street, where the de-|
Was caught and compressed wllh‘,

! terr poewer hy ‘the cirellng sweepl
af the slood. The wreckoage of the|
busiest poartion of the lown was car-|

(rled to that point, and from upm.-ll
| Btoves and lamps caught fire. It is|
i belleved  that scores of persons urel
+buried under ‘from ten to twenty feet]
of wreckuge there, and the tazk of re-
| “overing them  will necessurlly bLe o
| dithicult une. !
] flescuers Work o Storm. |
| In a drizeling rain  which later|
changed to & beating storm, hundr¢d5|
1 2f volunteers carrled on the work of
| Tescue to-d while many, hystericall
| from  the thut  had 0\'el‘cr.|lr1-=|

fete

| friends and relatives, viewed the miud-|
corpses, anxlous and fearfu! t:;|
know if any among them were loved!
anes,  Iires were still burning brisk-|
I¥ In some portions of the wreckage !
| this afternoon, although they had been |
| under control for sevaral hours

The Buffalo and Susquehanna found
A way into Austin over the rails to-
(day by connecting with the Keuting |
ySummit Spur. & branch track, that Iol,—l
| lowed the hill By this route {]!1.‘_\"
‘Il.u.-d--rl several fire companies from |
| Olean, Guleton, Renova and Smeth-
Lhert. Not a muanufacturing industry is|
tIeft standing and not a business plant
is Intact A few cheaply constructed
; Wooden houses otcupled by forelgners
(#nd loceted on the hillsldes are all that
romain of the residence portion. A
. fortunate exception to the general de-
P 8truction {s the fact that the little
hospital remained practically undam-
tged on the hillside. The school bulld-
ing was also saved,

Chief of Pollce Dunlel Baker, of Aus-
tin, one of the survivors, with the as-
sistance of Lrnest Hamilton and a
!numher of constables from nearby
towns, maintulned as good order as
could be expected throughout the
night, and unt!l the arrival of a com-
pany of the Stute constabulery at 11
o'clock this morning. Lines were e5-
tablished und only workers and search-
ed were ullowed te nass them. There
Wwas but lttle pilluging.

Leave Ballots Unomarked.

A primary election was in progress
In the Town Hall ut the time the flood
broke. A hatless man dashing by yell-|
ed to the crowd sbout the booth some-
thing about “the dam bursting,” and
the eleciion Inspectars and voters
dashed out and took to the hills, leav-

ing their ballots unmarkad. Some es-
caped, but many Were too late and
|were whirled Into the debris, which

{formed o dam of ftself just below Main
| Street. The jam of debiis at this point
jwas at least deventy-five feer high.
and three or four blecks long. In this

mass the majority of victims are be-|
lleved to-nlght to lle mangled and |
burned. The halves of houses, twisted

telephone poles, huge sections of brick
wall, trees and timbers are Interwoven
and locked together with such faorce
that the rescuers have to fight their
way into the debris inch by Inch. There
were 500 or more men working in the
ruins late this afternoon.

The dam of debris which formed at
Austin saved tha western part of Cos-
tello. It stayved the on-rush of the
current temporarily, durlng which the
alarm spread down the velley and the

residents of Costelle had time e fiee
1o the hills,
The eastern side of the village,

however, was entirely destroyed, rend-
ering about 400 people homeless. [t
Is belleved that only three llves were
lost, and of those only one bedy, that
of an unldentified woman, had been
recovered at o late hour this after-
noon.

The work of clearing up the debria
Is under the direction of Senator I,
T. Baldwin, who lost his father, moth-
er, wife and home In the flood, and was
himself palnfully hurt in escaplng the
disaster. Prothonotary F. J. Wandell
Is also leading In the work. During
the night the food suppliet were scarce
and the rescuers tolled without so
much of asking for enything tao esat.
Beveral of them collapsed to-day, and
had to bs given medlenl attention.

New York Offers Ald,

Governor Dix telephoned from Al-
bgn_v this morning that the State of
New York was prepared to send any-
thing the suffercrs might need as
&oon  as  Pennsylvania would make
known what would be acceptable.

There was no lack of willing hands.
Country women from miles around
drove to the scene, and between com-
forting the Austin women who had
lost husbands and childrin, and get-
ting luncheons far tha survivors, were
busy all day gand into the ri!zht.
Meanwhile men fought thzi  way
through woods and brush for a mile
or more to get pure water for coffne,
and farmers drove In with large sup-
plles of fresh milk.

Later In the day, after supply
tralns had arrived, thres loaves of
bhread, two ‘cans of tomatoes and a
Swo-pound can of roast beef was |s-

rought Dea

| ol

side of the

| bodles

sued us a day's ratlons to the Iu:::dl
cuch surviving houselold

Two Mmorgues were edtablinhed dur-

Ing the atternoun, one in the High
School bullding and 15 for the P

ton of all’ bodies tukon from the cuast
valley., e other s in
the old Odd-Fellows' bullding fer ti
taken frem the wreckuge on
the west side of the town,
Orgaulration -Formed.
Following the arrival of

|
|
i
i

4 special |

traln with officlals representing muu-:
Commissioner  of  Health  Dixon, !
L Ing of the sunltury officers, hy- |
Hluluns, surgeons aml nurses wus held,
it which an executive organization '
Wi furmed.  County Health Inspector,
1 E. 1l Asheraft, of Coudersport, |
Wix placed In charge. A rellef eonmi-
rilttee wits formed, with Attorney W, !
= Dubols, of Coudersport, as --h.;lr‘-‘
Hnanee committee, with M. M. |

of Austln, iy el |

sUpply committee; with 1
mtutive W, K, Swottland, ]
ar chatrman. John F

en entlre charge of distribution of

vistun

Lra and clothing

The Stale officlals here include Chief
=anltary kEngl e K. L Snow; Ohl
Medical Inspector Poyer, Dir. Tho:
A. Hivies ang assistunts,.  They found 1
that the loacal organizatlion was en-|
| tirely able to cope with the situation, |

guently visl

BIG DAM WOULD BREAK

Washington, D, C, Oetober |.—"W hen

| Ihey Dared Make No Protest, as It Was Owned
by Company on Vv hich ‘Llown Depended
f r Existence.

I was In Nustin wn DOWerRY Ugo prew-
ple remarked that the Jobhnstow i toud
of 138Y wus UKkely to be repeated in
Auatin' d ‘Lavid H, alurgen, 4

Washingioni

who hurrivd

night
“Ifor

n and nat've of austin,
to the stricken ety Lo-
it uf
Lhie

Yedar ur mure  the people
Austing must of whom worked for
three pulp mills in the vicinity, have
dreaded the collapse of thie b dam,
=ufd U Lo Hoss, of this clty, who, with
bls. wife, a native of  Austin,
s the Hittle Pennsylvania

tow
“Those
wWays

folka of tho little valley u

LI

lurking fear that som
| diey they would have to ¢ tur thelr
Hves jus. as they did on wWien the

dam sprang o leak,” sald Mr. Tloss.
Dunger Oftep Divcussed,

After outlining the work they r ’

-,”-;1:‘] l:n:l tn-r:‘l.uiln.' The State ]?I'ﬂhi “The town wus really bullt in & blg
v will send 200 men to contlnue the | BUIY of mostly frume houses, so that
P Il-dl-sltu-mi‘arrm\' : | the great ool tossed them about and
‘i:nl \ ';, i‘.:_,.h‘t.-rt alded .‘5,' the #u- drowned their Inmuatey lke rats, 1

“"r“,:r h'. .:.I:(;,urll u ‘.””u" M' l'“,.'.lla\'n.- often heard discussed in Austin
1] (S e i g i 5 £ s i 43

Hving and deund. He hopes to N'm_:lln Blrenkih of the great dam that

plete his census by to-morrow,
Insane From Grlef,

One of the mose pathetle in the long
sl of tragedics s the cuse ol Jain
Leouian, & mght worker, who w

asleep ut his home und Jdid not lear
the alurm. When the rush of wuter
swillowed up bis litle home he wus
Lus=ed out upon u pille of tloating de-
bris and eventually loated o o land-

| the wat
ythere

overlooned the city and held Iy check
from the two streams, but
was always preseni the hope
that the break, If it ever came, would
come slowly and give ample warning,”

Mr. Morgun's mother telegraphed
from  Austin to-day: “Dam is gone.
Al safe” His aunt, Mrs: John U'Doa-

nell, and ler husband, however, ure
Lelleved to have perlshed. Mrs. O'Don-
nell had o miillnery establishment ad-

Ing, 4 mile und a balf oclow the vil-| joining the Commerclal Howel, which
luge Wounded and brulsed, he made | was right In the vortex of the Nood
lifs way back, only to tind that his!on Main Strect, und wus Jdestroyed,
wife and four childsen had perished | Mrs. O'Donnell §s a ‘eripple.
in the waters. Leoman went vielently | “Austin, o town scurcely  thirty
insane. *eusR old, hos had an awful histary,”
W. Lo [tobertson, uanother nightl sald Mr. Morgan. “It has narrowly
worker, watchman at ghe Bayless, escaped destriction in four big fires,

mills, was usleep in the third story of
the Starkweather bullding when
aroused by the rour of the flood. Hao
=tepped out on o baleony voemmanding
a view of the onrushing watcrs !
“Houses were Lossing about like
corks,’” he satd. 1 was transtixed with
horror, unable to make 4 move to sava
myself. The entire Lullding Iun:h':df
forward and then collapsed, 1 fell}
two stories with the building, and)
found myself protected by a bridge
which had formed by wedged tUmbers |
I mude good my escape. 1 have three
lttle kiddieg In Erle. Thank God they
were not here'
Rooertson was badly (njured.
IFrank loblnsgon, a one-armed stenog-
riapher, wus also on the third story of
the Starkwesther bullding. The nr.'lt.;
thing he knew was when the Moo
Kave way beneath him and the whole!
bullding falrly lurched WCTOES the
strest. He was hurled through a win-
dow and lunded on top ol some debris,
on which he Noated to safery. |
Owes Life to His Haby. |

Thomas Lawler, a Lartender at the|from the ruins of the mill. One is an_l

Commerecial Hotel, says he owwes his
life to Lis Attéempt to save his baby
daughter. He told his story to-day
as he lny on « cot at the hospital with)
both legs Lroken.

“l was upstalrs In my home on Rail-
road Street he ssld, "playing with
my eight-months-olyg daughter. My
wife and lttle hoy were downstalrs, !
Without warning the roof caved in
over my head, and then with the rising
water it foated away. Instinectively
I grabbed my bwby, and when I found
myself floating slong with th: wreclk,
of the housé 1 held her shove my head,
1 caught holg of the side of my house
and pushed the baby «n It and held on
tight. Al)l around me Wwas a sea of
slabe. It was all over In three or four
minutes, but It seemed years. The
part of the house I was clinging to
was rammed with terrific impiact Into
the hill, whiere I scrambled ashore with
both legs broken. How I dragged my-
gelf to the hospital with the baby I
don’t know, but I did.”

Lawler's wife and baby were drown-
ed.

Robert Cransle claims to have ac-
complished a miraculous escape. T
was about 100 fect helow the dam
when [t gave way,” he sald, T saw
the wall of water rushing down upon
me, and, although it poured over ma
at least thirty feet high, It threw me
flat on the ground. Somehow I came
hobbing up to the top of the twisting, !
gurgling muss and grabbed, the
branches of & tree as It shot past me.

the last one, In the ficst weelt of July.
1304, wiping out Main Strect.
been usrrounded by forest fircy several
times. Fire insurance companies
threatened to cancel Insurance policles
some time ago, probably because they
regarded the water supply protection
as insdequate. I know thaot they can-
celed my father-in-law's policy at
thet time

“The consensus of

oplnlion in the

]

tree |

1
1

| dan

, and apartments,
It had

town alwayvs that the dam

afruid

hing been
ungate. . People have been
it, but ne protest has been made
Levause the Bayless Pulp and [Paper
Company m.ll, supposed to be the larg-
et of jts kKind in the world, wus the
Thie of the town, A year ugo the dum
wiis full of fce; it erdekiygl the masonry
work and frighitened the citizens. The
mergency lock at the oottom of the

far use when the pressure be-!
came too great would nci work. Thni
dum was dynamited to let the water |
out, and thus avold Its giving way.|
Since then the mill people built a wood- !

was

1| en dam ubout a half a mlle above the!

blg one in arder to minimize the pres-
sure on the concrele structure. Thoy
were still nailing planks In the work
on that auxiliary dam three weeks ago,
I cannot understand why the company
let the water accumulate so much that
it ran over the dam. The water used
to glve out each summer, and the dam
was bullt to aveld shuttuing down the
plant.
On Bnanks of Stream,

“The dam that gave way was half a
mile north of the town. Itlstwo miles
from thal polnt to the Emporium Lum-
ber Company mill at the other end of
the town. Freeman Run flows through
Austin, and the town is bullt stralght
down that stream. Costello Avenue
ran paraliel to the stream. Many
houses were built aleng thie main
sireet.

"Both liotels, the Goodyear and the
Commercial, were there. The Com-
merclal was wiped out. The Goodroar,
which wae not entirely demolished,
uaually was fairly fliled with guests.

“The Natlonal Bank of Austin, which
was R two-story modern brie.: bulld-
ing, containing not only the bank, but
the post-office, the telephone exchange
was on the hillside
probably twenty feet above the Main
Strect level.
on the sidehills,
escaped.'

Mr. Morgan's mother and others of
his family lived two doors above the
home of State Senator Frank E. Bald-
win, the town's leading ¢'tizen, whose
family was reported among the vie-
tims.

and they probably

He had his ltte child by the hand.
Unahile to get over (t himself, McKin-
ner threw his child over the fence to
safety und met death In the waters,
A score of survivers who saw thls act
have pledged themselves to bring up
the child.

Six persons are Known to have heen
killed in the main bullding of the
Baxless plunt, and surviving employes
suld that thirty-five other llves may
have been lost there. Even as late as
to-duy two persons were rescued allve

infant, few months old, which was
coolng und erying ulterpately when
scuers came upon It, wrapped In a
olanket. The baby girl evidently had

 Elipped from the arm of some one who

was trying to carry her Lo safety.
chlld has not been |dentifed,
Laughed at Warning.
Martha Kinnleut, a restaurant
Keeper, laughed when warned of the
fiood. A child was drinking a glass
of soda. "0, let the kid Anish her
glues' sald Mrs. Kinnicut, toe a boy
wha came running in with the alarm.
A few moments later the store was
Fwept away and the woman and child
are among the missing,

The young son of Mrs. Thomas Reese
was sitting on the doorstep of his
father's house when the flood came
dishing down. Their house |5 on high
ground, and one of the few that es-
caped His mother had just darted

The

Mrs,

| out of the door when she saw her boy

fwept into the waters. The frantic
mother plunged in to save him, when
£ hig Hungarlan waded In and pulled
her out on the bank,

Infuriated with rage and fear, and
Eteeled with the hope that she might
save her hoy, she turned hack to the
flood. 1In restraining her from plung-
Ing in, her clothes wera torn from her
hody and her arms hroken. Her child
was drowned.

Ralph Tonofarn, a shaoemaker.
Arowned. with his wife and six
dren.

A curious
helow Austln
Tuffalo and
with ecoal

was
chil-

sight In the wvalley just
to-day was a train of
Susquehanna ears loaded
and welghing hundreds of

3 r #d  whil ingin to It|tons. which had hesn carried 200 yards
:nn::n“:nl‘:(?f-uu whiladcling ik «from the tracks. Two of the CATS
= el .Etooil up-ended. forming an Inverted
Employes of the Bayless Pulp and s e R s i M e

Paper MIll had as thrilling experlence!
us any. There were 250 hands at work '
vesterday when the flood came. Fifty !
of them were yYoung women employed !
on the first floor. Tt I8 thought that
ull but five of these escaped. A dozen
were Injured.

Cought In Machibery. .

M. A, Deverriux, who was employed |
in the grinding room. grasped !:In:J
shafting above him when he saw the
wall of the mill cave In. The whirring |
countershaft caused him to lose his
£rip, and he sank Iin the wnters rush-
Ing under him. He was agaln tossed
up and caught in the tangled machin-
pry. In whose vice-llka grip he was
refcuad after calling for two hours for
help. He was tuken to the hospltal
with both legs broken.

Mary Blaitz, an employe in the count-
ing rvoom, told, the reporters in  the
hospitnl te-day how It feels to havel
o leg nmputated with an axe,

*I was busy ut my books she said,
“when suddenly there lurched through
the wall onn of the blg pulp grinding
stones of the mill. As 1 leaped asida
to ayvoid it the celling caved In and
the water followed anfl passeq over
me. Rescuers found me later pinned
heneath the grinding stones. They
tried to releisc.me, but falled. The
greal stone was too big to move, and
I rfelt aa If T should surely dle there.

“'Get an axe and cut off my leg, 1
tolg him. But no man would volun-
teer. 'Cut it off.” T pleaded. ‘You can
stand §t If T can.'

“1 looked up and saw Joe Venargo,
a friend of mine. ‘You do It, Joe, for
me,' I pleaded. I was in awful pain,
and nothing could be worss torture
than what 1 was endu..ng. ‘I—I can't
do that, Mary,' he sald,

“7 asked & hig man back of him to
do it. He picked up the axe. By the
lantern light 1 saw the desconding
blade glisten. 1 think he chopped It
four or five times beforo they could pry
me loose.” |

At the hoapital Dr. Asheraft
the plucky girl weulg recover.

Joseph MoKinney, ap employe of the
Baviess Mill, struggled to gat over the
hrerd fence topped with harbed wire,
which praved 4 death trap for soores.

=ald

about a ton of hay, high and dry.

Red Crons Nendy to Ald.
Washington, D. C.. October 1.—Muajor-
Gieneral George W. Davis, United
States Army. retired, chairman of the

.eentral commlittes of the American Na-

tlonul Red Cross, has made prepara
tions= to hring to the relief of the Auns-
tin, Pa.. flood eufferers all afd that 1t
Is poszible for the national rellef as-
soclation  to rander.  Provislons In
large npumhers are all readv to he

ruslied to Austin from the Hed Cross's
varlous distributing agencies, and ae-
tlan of the natlonal headquarters of
the organlzationsg here only awalts a
message for asslstance from Governor
Tener, who ls chairman of the Penn-
svivanla Red Cros=s State hoard. Te-
lief supplles eould he shipped from
Buffalo, Plttsbureg, Harrisburg, Phila-
delphin, New York nnd other Red Cross

dlstributing polnts
Order for Cofinn Tilled.
Wellsville, N Y. October 1.-—A

casket factory hera hus filled an order
for a eartoad of cofMinz, and has =tarted
them to Austin, .

The peaple of Wellsville to-day
shipped a carload of provislons lo the
stricken ¢ity. Blankets were (ncluded.
Twenty shelter ténts were sent by the
local falr assoclation,

Offer of Milliary Storen, |

Trenton, N. 1. Octoher 1. —Adjuiant.
Gieneral Sadler to-day telegraphed to
Governor Tener in Harrisburg the sym-
pathy of Governor Wilson for the pao-
nle of Austin, Pa, and offered ta place
all the militiry stores of New Jersey
at the dispnsal of Governor Tener In
case he deslres to make use of them.

~ Children Ory
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SLES DAM BURST,
GIVES WARNING

Engineer Tells Story of How
He Tried to Save
Town.

Austin, Pa., October 1.—"My God,
boys, she's glving away!"”

A group of men, loltering on a Satup-
day half-hollda., stood near the big
Mayless dam above Austin, Pa., late
vesterday ufternoon. One of them had
Jusat sald something about the wonder-
ful strength of the conecrete structure,
A momeng later there came a prellml-
nary report, ke the pop of a pistol:
one of the party saw a llttle hole in
the far corner of the dam, and the
wuter hud begun to pour through, He
velled and the watching men tore up
the hillside. What followed Is told by
Harry Davis, a Buffalo and Susquehan-
nn locomotive englneer.

Looking at scores of dead badles and
4 devastated town, Davis said at Aus-
tin to-day:

“We stoon watening the dam. A mo-
ment before the collapse, there was
nothing te indlcate that the dam would
glve way, or that it was weikening,
There was a sudden sharp report, and
a little hole appeared In the west end
of the dam. A comparatively small
stream of water begun to rush through,

Saw It Glve Way.

“Onea of ‘the party, realizing the
tragle slgnidcance of the slight breal,
yelled agonizingly:

"'Look out, boys, she's glving way!'

“One look was enough, for then the
hole was growing and the Impatlent
waters were galning In volume. Wae
started up the hill, fleeing for our own
safety, and knowing es the rush of the
Witer met our ears that it meant death
to hundreds of the unwarned below.

“Looking dack we saw that the hole!
had grown to twenty fest In width
and that It extended almost the entire
helght of the dam. A second Tuter:
there was unother report, and it
stemed then that the whole structurp
Lud given way, The sound was deafen-
ing.

“There was i house ncarby, Just at
the foot of one of the hills T rushed |
into it to telephone to the central in;
Austin.  As 1 entered the house 2|
Afty-foot wall of water scemed Lo}
sturt on |Its misslon of destruction|
down the vulley,

Called Central |

"1 got central ut Austin. T had no!
time to say anything except:

“*The dam is gane.’

“I knew that every onc in Austin
would know what that meant, for!
many hig been dreading It.  Central
didn’'t have much time to warn |ho]
people. The water way already rush-
ing toward the town, just a little
more than o mile below the dam. T
Fuess central did the best she could.
I haven't seen her since, and she may
be dead for ull I know,

“T atarted on down the hilla to Aus-
tin then. As I neared the elty, but
n few minutes behind the floed, T saw
that the havoc had bheen all that wa
dreaded. It seemod a clean sweep of
the valley, Houses had been crushed
like eggehells. The timbers were plled
up againat the rallrond shops and soon
the fire bhroke out, No ore sesms to
know how the fira started, for the
Names appeared in a dozen places at
once.

““The reat may be Imagined, It can- |

not  be described. Whole families
ware wiped out. The survivors went
nhout the muddy strects weaping
hysterically, no one able "o help the
other.”

There were many houses |,

| dently
| Water in lurge quuntities began com-
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ENGINEER KNEW

DAM WAS FAULTY

Technical Magazine Published
Report of Defects Compiled
by Expert.

Coudersport, October 1.—The Bay-
less Pulp and Paper Company, owned
the dam which broke at Austin, carry-
ing death into the wvalley below, Iy
WAas two years old, and was 530 feel
dcross and 49 feet high. Its construc-
tlon was of cement, ung on NMumerous
occaslons It was demonstrated that the
engineering work and material woere
faulty.

On January 25, last year, the dam
sprang & leak, and a panle ensued In
Austin and other towns below, the
people fleeing to the hills for safoty.

Owing to the great slze and impor-
tince of the dam the American So-
clety of Englneers of New York sent
experis to examine and report upon
the work. Ths Engineering News of
that city thereafter exposed the de-
fects In the dam, directed attention
to the peril to which the corporation
owning It was exposing 000 souls
living in the village below. The Bay-
less Pulp and Paper Company dld not
mend the defecte In the dam, which
held 200,000,000 gallons of water.

T. Chalkley Hatton, of the Amerlcan
Soclety of Enginesrs, made - full tech-
nleal report, which wasa published in
Engincering News March 17, 1810, page
421,

The following Is the substance:

How It Was Bullt,

“The dam was composed of cylopeun
toncreta, with large quarry stones
from one-half to tv'o cuble yards, em-
bedded firmly In wet concrute. Thesa
stones were placed S50 as to  Dreik
joints, both as headers and stretchers,
surroundeqd with not less than six
inches of conerete. The composition
of the concrete wis one part Portland
cement, three patrs sand and six parts
of brocken stone. There was no in-
clinatlen on the part of any one cor
nected with the work in the first place
to slight it In any particular.

“The work was done by C. I. Brit-
nall & Co., Binghampton, N. Y., on a
percentage plan. The work was con-
sidarad first-class,

“The dam was completed December,
1900, contalned 15,750 cuble wyards of
concrete, and there had Leen excavated
for foundations 7,925 cuble yafds, and
3,360 cuble yards of embankment, cost-
ing, exclusive of engin ering, $71,821. 44,

“When completed there was one
small vertleal erack 51.3 feat an the
rlght of the splll water. Tni- erack

extended from the top of the ground
level, and was about 1-16 of an Inch
wide,

“Later in Decembear
appeared 343 feet to the east of the
spill water. 'This crack was similar to
the other and appeared to be due to
contraction, as there -ras no evidence
of a settlement. They could not have
been the result of water pressure, be-
cause up to this time there had been
no water in the dam,

Fillled tv Overflowing,

“In, Junuuary, 1810, the weather grew
warm, some raln fell, and the heavy
snows were rapldly melting, and with-
in three days the dam was filled to
overflowing.

“On January 22 a large slice of earth,
forming the castern wall, below tha
lam dropped down elghe feet and part-
ly sld into the valley, and some wator
came down in the slide, which wis evi-
coming from behind the dam,

another crack

Ing up through the ground from fifteen
to fifty feet down stream, showlng
that the water had ‘gov undey tha dam
through the embankment and through
the rock strata. On the next day o
sectlon of the dam siid out at the bot-
tom.

“One crack opened four Inches and
another four and one-half, The move-
ment covered a period of about elght
hours. whean [t stopped.

“The thirty-six-inch pipe, which was
bullt through the centre of the dam as
& draw-off, had been capped by the
company with a wooden cup attached
to the bell of the cast-lron plpe with
wrought lron clamps contrary ta tha
advice of the designing engineer. Ha
recommended a4 valve cap. The eap
began at the foot of the spill watar,
and It had become, of courss, {mpos-
alble to remove t when the water was
wasting In such large volumes over
the splll water, The company had ap
bullt it because they did not antlel-
pate that the pipe would have to be

used except for clearing out the hots

the water was low. 4
Dynamite Uned. Taty

“To relleve the pressure on the dam
n small scctlon of concrate was roe-
moved by dynamite on the right sid

(Continued on Fifth Page.)
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