
Eyewitnesses Tell How Waters Wrought Death and Desolation in Town of Austin
DOUBTFUL tnOWN
WILL BE REBUILT

Practically All Business Men
Utterly Ruined by

Flood.

INVESTIGATION ORDERED

Attempt Will Be Made to Place
Blame for Dam's

Destruction.

¦(Continued From Flr.st Page.)
Austin Bank and the post-office, the
department store of A. It Buck, the;
Goodyear Hot«1! und the Commerclul
Hotel, and numerous general stores.

Wreckage Complete uri Ii I* Suddeu.
Five minutes alter the dum hurst jthis stage had been swept off Its j

sevnery und setting. Along the fool-1hills were thrown telescoped houses,
whole sides and fragments piled and,
catapulted together. At either end of
Main Street brick buildings acted us1
buffers as the twenty-five foot wall of
water rushed downward with its mass!
of debris. Almost hill high, the wood jsteel and brick were piled, a strange
mixture, of the contents of stores and.
homes and of varied lengths timbers)
snd sticks shot Into tho mass.. The!
wreckage of the dam had been us com- j
plete as It was sudden. Two Immense
sections from top to bottom, a hundred
and fifty feet wide, were thrown out
bodily like the Immense gateR of a
i anal lock. The outw.-ird sw ing was
more than fifty feet, and on either
nlde the remaining structure began
gradually to crumble away Repairs
IiVsi spring had consisted of a pulch
of cement fourteen feet square. One
of the severed sections yesterday he¬
ran at that patch.

The cause of the breaking ot the)dum Is a matter which the dlstr'ctl
attorney of Potter county has taken]
steps to Investigate. The Baylesa damj
was examined by experts over a year!
Bgo and ¦rt.iin recommendations wero
mads looking to its safety. The dls-l
trlcl attorney has secured the names'
01 some of the experts wlio submitted
the report to the Bayless Company.''
and will summon them to trstify at
an Inquest to begin some day this'
week.

Relief work has not been systemati¬
cally uiganlzcd to-night, but It la
hoped that by morning the chaotic
condition will have r.cen somewhat re¬
lieved
shortly after 11 o"clock this morning

the first relief train arrived over the
Pennsylvania Railroad. Four carloads'
of food and medical supplies loaded
Ul the State arsenal composed thei
relief loads. in's was ordered by
Co; irnor John K. Te-ner. and the triln
loft H irrisburg at 4:lu this morning in
el.urge of Major finn^y. of the Fighth
Regiment, N. G. P., with eight men as!
guards. At Sunbury. Pa., 21 men'
of troop C, of the State constabulary,]all the available men at hand, were'
take-n aboard and a delay of an hour]was caused by the loading of the;
troops.
IMIIager* nt Work Among the Dead.
It was shown this morning that

there was need of a strong hand to
Ktiard the tovyn. Pillagers had been
at work during the night, following
the rumor that the vaults of the Aus¬
tin bank and the safes of several
mores had been wrecked. The rumor
was not true, and the firemen and
volunteers did effective work in keep¬
ing off would-be plunderers. In sev¬
eral cases the guardians had hand-to-
hand conliicts w'th the marauifers, in
which the latter were worsted.
Tho survivors of the Hood had not

recovered from the horror of the scene
this morning, and for many hours none
but strangers visited the ruins. As
tho day progressed small knots of sur¬
vivors iet and visited the site of the
ruined town- Many striking Incidents
of the flood and escapes were re¬
counted.
Credit for the eiuick-spreading of

the alarm was given to Lena Binekey.
a telephone operator. Upon receiving |
the message from the Cliff House that
tliu dam had broken, she pushed the
alarm button connecting with the Fire
Departments, and the. engineers of the
Goodyear Lumber Compi«iy begun to
blow the alarm. The engineer tied
the whistle down. She then rushed
to tho. street screaming the warning
c , "Tho dam has broken." Then she
fled for her 11.e toward t* ^ steep hill- 1
Side at the north end of Main Street. |Turning toward the valley she bbw
the great wall of water descending
upon the town.
"From where I stood," she said to-1

day, "tho wall of water seemed fifty
feet hlg.i. Above It rose a great cloud
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I ~-(-IOther Great Floods During Last
Century Took Thousands of Lives
Tokio, Japnti. Auiiuai 14, 1010. SS3 drowned,
Iludap*»t, llauxary, Juue 10, ll>lo, 300 drowned.
t'oloKnr, Germany, .lune in, mm, inu drotmcd.
<;»lvciiun. Tun», September 8, Iftoo. il,(K>o liven lout.
JohDitlimu, I'u.. Mny 31, 1SS0, 2,200 liven lout.
Uaiveatou, Texaa, AukiinI SO, IM»6, tblrty-eljrlil liven loot.
Ohio Itlver Hood. February 7, l»>K4, (Ideen drnd, .".,«00 horr.dcnx.
Sxperdln, llununr>. March 13, is~n. ncvent} -ne% vu drowned.
Inuudutloun In Mnrela, MPala, is7ii. I,COO liven lout
Touloune, Prance, pat II) destroyed, June, IK7r>, |,ouo liven IomI.
I'ltlnhurc; mid \llrK><pn>, Til., Jill) 20, IN74, --" pernoun drowned.
Kurrkn, Kev., rainn nnd waterxputlt, July 24. 1^7 1. thirty Uvea lout.
Mill Itlver Valley ln.iudn(eil, May 1(1, 1*74, 144 liven loM.
Ilrailtleld Iteaervolr, Sbrillcld. kukIodiI, bum), March Hi IH04,

droword.

(rreal Inundation* or Prance, Sauiii' and Ithonf hrenlclue ii"ir bankn,
October 31 to November I, IH40, r,o,noo nvren aubiucrsedi ilanincr, i no.noo.ooo
trauen.

Vienna), Auatrla, February, 1K30, l,0:i(l drittvned, .'O.IXHI hounrn niilimrrKrd.
Sllcnla aud Poland, 1813, 10,000 liven lont.
Illver Danube overflowed, Sel'fviiibci- M. IMS, 10.000 drowned.
At rer.Hi. April, IMll, Itnuulte destroyed lwen(y-fou- vlllaKCN uml liihuli-

Kanm.
I

I orra, Spain, April 14, Is):, . i-«0 drawne I.

of spray In which houses seemed to
toss. humplDg against" one another,
spinning and turning as they (ell to

pieces or were swept out of in; sight
The noise was appalling.
"When 1 lied from Main street there

were scores o< people behind me, many
ot them children. They did not seem
to appreciate the lnimence of their
danxer.

Iletple» to Give Further WurnluK.
"Somu turned into stores us it to

make a casual purchase. W hile 1 Was
iooklng down upon tnem, itterly help¬
less to give further warning, the eii>u.J
of mist that seemed tu precede tne
Hood hid them from view, and .1 mo¬
ment later Hie grten water burled the
housci, from my sight."
Chief of Police D. Ü Baker took

an informal census to-day, and from
his Hot calculated that at least 800 of
trie residents were unaccounted for.
But S. M. biebert; chairman of the
Citizens' Committee, ami Michael Mm
rln. the burgesb. pointed out that this
reckoning necessarily is inaccurate be¬
cause many ot those who escaped tne
Hood art wandering about to-uay tr>
Ing to house themselves and those de¬
pendent upon them.

Burgt-Ec Murrln taid to-lay that In
his opinion not more than liu livea
were fost.

"It is possible that this tigure will
cover the loss." he saia. "and It is
possible that there will be not more
than lOO dead "

The burg.-ss and the Rev. P. w

O'Brien, who had been pastor of St.
Augustine's Kornau Cat ollc Church at
Austin for mtny years, and who are
lamtllar with bus nesd conditions and
values, estimate the property dam¬
age at ubout fi6,000,000. The Bayless
Company, which owned the dam. will
lose *1.500,uu0\ according to Father
O'Brien: the Goodyear Laimber Com¬
pany, $1,000,000; the buffalo and Sus-
quehanna Railroad '".00,000. and the 300
houses destroyed with their contents.
It Is said, will total 11,000*000 more.

Children Are Victims.
One of the striking and pathetic

features of the day, according to Dr.
Thomas 11. A. Styles chief of the State
dispenserlea, was the practical ab¬
sence of children among the survivors.
It Is thought that when the wreck¬
age has been cleared away and the
bodies of victims recovered.although
many have been entirely destroyed
It will be tound that a large proportion
are those of children.
Boyd Ijockhard. a young business

man of Austin, had a narrow escape.
Mr. I.ockhard said that when h"

heard the alarm given he thought
some one was playing a practical Joke,
r.nd he went In the street to watch the
people's actions. He looked In the
direction of the dam and saw the on¬
coming flood was but three blocks
away.

"It looked like a wall of wood rwen-
ty-tlve feet high," he said. "At first
glance 1 did not sec the water at all
because the wood at the pulp mill
was cr.rried before the water and be¬
came a sort of battering rani that
tore away the buildings of the town. I
ran towurds the hill and by the great¬
est effort got above the level of the
water while It was surging within ten
feet of me. The ground began to give
way under me. but I managed to clam¬
ber a few feet higher up und caught
hold or a tree to which I clung."

Throng* Visit Scene.
Throngs of people came to the town

to-day from all points in the Sinnema-
honing Valley below Austin to ascer¬
tain the extent of the damage or to
seek friends and relatives. The rush
of the waters had carried away every
means of wire communication and im¬
peded travel of any kind.
"The people of Costello," said J. C.

Borchard. who loved within half a mile
of Costello, "received ample warning
from Austin that the dam had broken,
and although forty or fifty houses were
demolished, only three fatalities oc¬
curred."
The annihilation of the town of Aus¬

tin came In a beautiful autumn after¬
noon. The tine weather had attract¬
ed many of the younger element to a
ball game In a nearby town and luck¬
ily they escaped the fate of their many
friends and relatives. Women were
about the streets for their Saturday
afternoon shopping, and these and the
merchants who were selling them
goods were caught' by the on-rush of
water almost before they had time to
think of escape. There were small
crowds amusing themselves also at

-1
moving picture lheat reu. which werel
swept away by the water. Womenrocking their babies at home, und
preachers preparing their Sunday ser-jmons were hurled Into eternity at one]und the HUUie time before their startled
Bensen could realize the meaning oftIt all.
The greatest loss of lite by lire oc-|I curred at a sharp turn of the valley;'just below Main Street, where the de-jI bris was caught and compressed with'terrific power by the circling sweepI of the :lood. The wreckage of the

busiest portion of the town was car-
! rled to that point, and from upset
stovca and lamps caught lire. It is
believed that scores of persons areI buried under from ten to twenty feet
of wreckage there, and the task of re-
' overlng them will necessarily be i! diltlcult one.

Itescuers Work In Storm.
In a drizzling rain which laterj changed to a beating storm, hundreds

I ot volunteers carried on the work of
rescue to-duy, while many, hysterical
from the fate that had overcome
friends and relatives, viewed the muO-
dy corpses, anxious and tearful t.">
know If any among them were loveriI ones. Fires were still burning brisk-i
ly in some portions of the wreckage'this afternoon, although they had been

j under control for several hours
The Buffalo and Suhu.uehanna found

a way into Austin over the rails to¬
day by connecting with the Keating;j .Summit Spur, a bran< h track, that lol-:

[lowed the hill. By this route they]landed several fire companies from
ili an. Galeton, Henova and Snjcth-

port. Not a manufacturing Industry is;
. left standing and not a business plantl

Intact A few cheaply constructed
wooden houses occupied by foreigners

.and located on the hillsides arc allthat
remain of the residence portion. A

, fortunate exception to the general de-1 structlon Is the fact that the little
hospital remained practically undam¬
aged on the hillside. The school build¬
ing was also saved.
Chief of Police Daniel Baker, of Aus¬

tin, one of the survivors, with the as¬
sistance of Ernest Hamilton und aI number of constables from nearby
towns, maintained as good order as{could be expected throughout thejnight, and until the arrival of a com-]pany of the State constabulary at 11
o'clock this morning. Lines were es-l
tablished and only workers and search¬
ed were allowed' to pass them. There'
was but little pillaging.

l.niM- Ballots Vnmarked.
A primary election was in progress)In the Town Hall at the time the flood]broke. A hatless man dashing by yell-'

cd to the crowd about the booth some-'
thing about "the dam bursting," and
the election inspectors and voters
dashed out and took to the hills, leav¬
ing their ballots unmarked. Some es¬
caped, but many were too late and
were whirled Into the debris, which
formed a dam of itself Just below Main
Street. The jam of debris at this point
was at least seventy-five feet high,
and three or four blocks long. In this
mass the majority of victims are be-;
lleved to-night to He mangled and
burned. The halves of houses, twisted!
telephone poles, huge sections of brick
wall, trees and timbers are Interwoven
and locked together with such force
that the rescuers have to fight their
way Into the debris inch by Inch. There
were 500 or more men working in the
ruins late this afternoon.
The dam of debris which formed at

Austin saved the western part of Cos-
tello. It stayed the on-rush of th^
current temporarily, during which the
alarm spread down the valley and the
residents of Costello had time to flee
to the hills.
The eastern side of the village,however, was entirely destroyed, rend¬

ering about 400 people homeless. It
Is believed that only three lives were
lost, and of those only one body, that
of an unidentified woman, had been
recovered at a late hour this after¬
noon.
The work of clearing up the debris

Is under the direction of Senator I".
T. Baldwin, who lost his father, moth¬
er, wife and home in the flood, and was
himself painfully hurt in escaping the
disaster. Prothonotary F. J. Wandcll
Is also leading In the work. Duringthe night the food supplies were scarce
and the rescuers tolled without so
much of asking for anything to eat.
Several of them collapsed to-day, and
had to be given medical attention.

New York Offers Aid.
Governor Dlx telephoned from Al¬

bany this morning that the State of
New York was prepared to send any¬
thing the sufferers might need ns
soon as Pennsylvania would make
known what would be acceptable.
There was no lack of willing hands.

Country women from miles around
drove to the scene, and between com¬
forting the AuHtln women who had
lost husbands and chlldrtn, and get¬
ting luncheons for the survivors, were
busy all day .and Into the r.lght.
Meanwhile men fought thali way
through woods and brush for a mile
or more to get pure water for coffee,
and farmers drove In with large sup-
piles of fresh milk.

Later In the day, after supply
trains had arrived, three loaves of
bread, two cans of tomatoes and a
two-pound can of roast beef was Is-

sued um u day's rutlons to the head
ot ouch surviving household.

Two morgues were established dur-
lug the afternoon, one In the HighSchool building and Is Tor the recep-tlon of all'bodies taken from the vast
side of the valley. The other Is lit
the old Odd-Fellows' building for the
bodies taken from Hie wreckage on
Hit west side of the town.

Cruouleatlou -Formed.
Following (he arrival of a specialtrain with officials representing State

Commissioner of Health uixon. ui
meeting of the sanitary ptticers, pby-glclan's! surgeons and nurs«.-< was held,
at which un executive organization
wits formed. County Health Inspector!Dr. b*. 11. Ashcraft. of CoudcrSport,
was placed in charge. A relief com¬
mittee was formed, with Attorney W.
s. Dubols, of Coudersport, as chair-1
man: a finance committee, with M. M.
Metcalf. of Austin. In charge, and a.
supply committee, with lurmei Itepre-
sentutlve W. K. Swotttarul, oi Couders-
port, a.1- chairman. Jolui K. Stone was
given entire charge of distribution of
provision and clothing.
The State officials here include Chief

Sanitary Engineer F. H. Snow. Chief
Medical Inspector 1'oyer. l>r. Thotnai
A. Styles and assistants. They found
that tiie local organization was en¬
tirely able to cope with the situation.
After outlining the work they re-
(urned late to-night.' The State proba¬
bly will send 200 men to continue the
recovery of bod I is to-morrow.
Luther D. Selbe'rt, aided by the au-

thoritles. has he-gun a census of the
living and dead. He hopes to com-

plete his census by to-morrow.
InHane From i.rlrf.

One of the most pathetic in the long
list of tragedies is the case Of Jainc.-
Ueeinan, a night worker, who was

asleep at his home and did not hear
the alarm. When the rush of water
swallowed up his little home he was
tossed out upon a pile of lloating de¬
bris add eventually lloated to a laud
Ing, a mile and a half Oelow the vil¬
lage. Wounded and bruised, he made
his way buck, only to Und that his!
wife anil four children had perished
in the waters, l/eonian wont violently
insane.
W. D. Robertson, another night

worker, watchman at the Bayless
mills, was asleep In the third story ejf
the Starkweather building when
aroused by the roar of the Hood. He
stepped out on a balcony commanding
a view of the onrushing waters.

"Houses were tossing about liK»
corks." he said. "I was transfixed with
horror, unable to make a move to save
myself. The entire building lurched
forward and then collapsed. ,1 fell
two stories with the building, and
found myself protected by a bridge
which had formed by wedged timbers.
I made good my escape. 1 have three
little kiddies In Brie. Thank Cod they
were not here."

Robertson was badly injured,
(.'rank Uobinson. a one-armed stenog¬

rapher, was also on the third story of
the Starkweather building. The first
thing he knew was when the floor
gave way benenth him and the whole
building fairly lurched across the
street. He was hurled through a win¬
dow and landed on top ot some debris,
on which he lloated to safely.

Owes l.lfe to His Baby.
Thomas Lawler, a bartender at the

Commercial Hotel, says he ow-es his
life to his attempt to save his baby
daughter. He told Iiis story to-day
as he lay on a cot at the hospital with
both legs broken.

"I was upstair? In my home on Rail¬
road Street," he said, "playing with
my eight-mon ths-ohl daughter. My
wife and little- boy were downstairs.
Without warning the roof caved in
over my head, and then with the rising
water it floated away. Instinctively
I grabbed my ba>»y, and when I found
myself floating along with th. wreck
of the house I held her above my head.
I caught hold °f the side of my house
and pushed the baby < n It and held on
tight. All around me was a sea of
slabs. It was all over In three or four
minutes, but It seemed yrars. The
part of the house I was clinging to
was rammed with terrific Impact Into
the hill, whlere I scrambled ashore with
both legs broken. How I dragged my¬
self to the hospital with the baby I
don't know, but 1 did."

Lawler's wife and ba'Sy were drown¬
ed.

Robert Cransle claims to have ac¬
complished a miraculous escape. "I
was about 100 feet below the dam
when It gave way," he said. "I saw
the wall of water rushing down upon
me, and, although it poured over mo
at least thirty feet high. It threw me
flat on the ground. Somehow I came
bobbing up to the top of the twisting,
gurgling mass and grabbed' the
branches of a tree as It shot past me.
1 was rescued while clinging to it
last nigh.."
Employes of the Bayless Pulp and

Paper Mill had us thrilling experience
as any. There were 250 hands at work
yesterday when the Hood came. Fifty
of them were young women employeel
on the first floor. It Is thought that
ull but five of these escaped. A dozen
were injured.

Caught in Machinery.
M. A. Devereaux. who was employed

in the grinding room, grasped the
shafting above him when he saw the
wall of the mill cave In. The whirring
countershaft caused him to lose his
*rip, and he sank in tho waters rush¬
ing under him. Ho was again tossed
up and caught In the t.angleel machin¬
ery, In whose vice-like grip he was
rescued after calling for two hours for
help. He was taken to the hospital
with both legs broken.
Mary Blaitz. an employe in the count¬

ing room, told, the reporters in the
hospital to-day how It feels to have
a leg amputated with an axe.

"I was busy at my books." she said,
"when suddenly there lurched through
the wall om> of the big pulp grinding
stones of the mill. As I leaped aside
to avoid it the celling caved In and
the water followed and passed over
me. Rescuers found me later pinned
beneath the grinding stones. They
tried to release ,me, but failed. The
great stone was too big to move, and
I felt as If I should surely die there.

"'Get an uxe and cut off my leg,' T
tol(i him. But no man would volun¬
teer. 'Cut It off.' I pleaded. 'You can
stand It If I can.'

"I looked up and saw .Toe Vcnargo,
a friend of mine. 'You do It, Joe. for
me,' I pleaded. I was in awful pain,
and nothing could be worse torture
than what I wa« endu-.ng. T.I can't
do that, Mary.' he said.

"I asked a big man -back of him to
do It. He picked up the axe. By the
lantern light 1 saw the descending
blade glisten. I think he chopped It
four or five times before they could pry
me loose."
At the hospitil Dr. Ashcraft said

the plucky girl would recover.
Joseph MeKlnney. an employe of the

Bayless Mill, struggled to gat over the
t>"r.i fence topped with barbed wire,
-ivhloh proved a death trap for eoorea.

'people had feared !
big dam would break
-

They Dared Make iNo Protest, as It Was Owned
by Company on Vv hich Town Depended

i* r lixistence.
Washington. D. C.. October I.."When

1 was In Austin tnree weeks ago peo-
pie remarked that the Jolmslov.li Hood
of IS8U was likely to be repealed In
Auatin." :;uid David B. Morgan. .1

Wushlhgioriiah and nät've of Austin,
who hurried to the st riehen city to-
nlght I
"Kor a year or more the people of:

.Austin, most of 'Whom worked for lliej
three pulp mills in the vicinity, have
<lreaded the collapse of the big dam,"
-aid It U It..s.S. of this city. who. with
ins wife, a native of Austin, fre¬
quently visited the little Pennsylvania
town
.Those folks of tin- little valley al-

ways had u lurking fear that some;day they would have to !lee tor their
lives jus. as they did once wncn the
dam sprang a leak." said .Mr. Iloss.

Dünger utu-ji Discussed.
"The tv>Wn was really built in a big

gully «,f mostly frame houses, so that
the great Hood tossed them about ami
drowned their inmates like rats. I
have often heard discussed in Austin
the strength of the great dam that1
overlooKed the city and held In check
the waters from the two streams, but'
there was always present the hope.
that the break. If it ever came, would
come slowly and give ample warning."Mi. Morgan's mother telegraphedfrom Austin to-day: "Dam Is gone.
All sad-." Ills aunt. Mrs. John U'Doil-
nell, and her husband, however, arc
believed to have perished- Mrs. O'Uon-
nell had a millinery establishment ad-jjoining the Commercial Motel, which
was right In the vortex of the llood
on Main Street, and was destroyed.
Mrs- O'Donnell is a cripple. j"Austin, a town scarcely thirty
yeni^ old. has had an awful history."
said Mr. Morgun. "It has narrowly
escaped destruction In four big fires.
the last one. in the first weelt of July.
190V, wiping out Main Street. It had
been usrrounded by forest fire* several
times- Fire Insuranco companiesthreatened to cancel Insurance policies
some time ago, probably because they
regarded the water supply protection
as Inadequate. I know that they can-

f celed my father-in-law's policy at
that time

j "The consensus of opinion In the

town always lias been that the dam
was unsafe Peuplo have been afraid
of It. but no protest has been made
because the Baylcss Pulp and I'apcr
Company m.ll. supposed to be the larg¬
est of Its kind in the world, was the
life of the town. A year ago the dam
was. full of ice: it cr:fckt|l the masonry
work and friglftcned the citizens. The
emergency lock at the oottom of the
dam lor use when the pressure be¬
came too great would net work. The
dam was dynamited to let the water
out, and thus avoid Its giving way.
Since then the mill people built a wood-
en dam about a half a mile above the
big one In iVder to minimize the pres-
sure on the concrete structure. They
were still nailing planks In the work
on that auxiliary dam three weeks ago.
I cannot understand why the company
let the water accumulate so much that
it ran over the dam. The water used
to give out each summer, and the dam
was built to avoid shutting down the
plant.

On Bank» of Stream,
.'The dam that gave way was half a

mile north of tho town. It Is two miles
from that point to the Emporium Lum¬
ber Company mill at the other end of
tho town. Preeman Run flows through
Austin, and the town is built straight
down that stream. Costello Avenue
ran parallel to the stream. Many
houses were built along this main
street.
"Both hotels, the Goodyear and the

Commercial, were there. The Com¬
mercial was wiped out. The Goodyear,
which was not entirely demolished,
usually was fairly filled with guests.
"The National Bank of Austin, which

was a two-story modern brlc: build¬
ing, containing not only the bank, but
the post-office, the telephone exchange
and apartments, was on the hillside
probably twenty feet above the Main
street level. There were many houses
on the sldehills, and they probably
escaped."

Mr. Morgan's mother and others of
his family lived two doors above the
home of State Senator Frank E. Bald¬
win, the town's leading c'tlzen, whoso
family was reported among the vic¬
tims.

j He had*" his little child by the hand.
Unable to get over It himself, McKln-

j ney threw his child over the fence to
safety and met death In the waters.
A score of survivors who saw this act

1 have pledged themselves to bring up
the child.

j Six persons are known to have been
killed In the main building of the
Bayless plant, and surviving employes
said that thirty-five other lives may
have been lost there. Even as late as

to-day two persons were rescued alive
from the ruins of the mill. One is an

Infant, a few months old. which was

cooing and crying alternately when
rescuers came upon It. wrapped In a

danket. The baby girl evidently had
slipped from the arm of some one who
was trying to carry her to safety. The
child has not been identified.

I^tugbcd at Warning;.
.Mrs. Martha Klnnlcut. a restaurant

Keeper, laughed when warned of the
flood. A child was drinking a glass
of soda. "O, let the kid finish her
glass," said Mrs. Klnnlcut. to a boy
who came running In with the alarm.
A few moments later the store was
swept away and the woman and child
are among the missing.
The young son of Mrs. Thomas Reese

was sitting on the doorstep of hisI father's house when the fl ood came
dashing down. Their house Is on high
ground, and one of the few that es¬
caped. Ills mother had Just darted
out of the door when she saw her boy
swept into the waters. The frantic
mother plunged in to save him, when
a big Hungarian waded in and pulled
her out on the bank.

Infuriated with rage and fear, and
steeled with the hope that she might
save her boy, she turned hack to the
flood. In restraining her from plung-
Ing in. her clothes were torn from hej-
body and her arms broken. Her child
was drowned.
Ralph Tonofaro, a shoemaker, was

drowned, with his wife and six chil¬
dren.
A curious sight In the valley just

below Austin to-day wns a train of
Huffalo and Susqiiehanna cars loaded
with coal and weighing hundreds of
tons, which had been carried ".'00 yards jfrom the tracks. Two of the cars
stood up-ended, forming an Inverted
letter V, upon the apex of which was
about a ton of hay. high and dry.

Red Cross Ilendy to Aid.
Washington, TD. C. October 1..Ma.lor-

Ceneral George W. "Davis. United '

States Army, retired, chairman of the
central committee of the American Na¬
tional Red Cross, has made prepara-l
Hons to hrinsr to the relief of the Aus-
tin. Pa., flood sufferers all aid that It

j is possible for the national relief as-jsoelatlon to render. Provisions In
large numbers are all readv to be
rushed to Austin from the Red Cross's
various distributing agencies, and ae-II tlon of the national headquarters of

Jthe organizations here only awaits a
message for assistance from Governor
Tencr. who Is chairman of the Penn-
sylvanla lied Cross State hoard. Re-

I lief supplies could be shipped from
Buffalo, Pittsburgh, Harrlsburc. rhlla-
dolphin. New York and other Red Cross
distributing points.

Order for Conln* Filled.
Wellsvllle, N Y October 1..A

casket factory here has tilled an order
for a carload of coffins, and has started
them to Austin.
The people of Wellsvllle to-day

shipped a carload of provisions to the
stricken city. Blankets were included.
Twenty shelter tents were, sent by the
local fair association.

OfTer of Military Stores. \.Trenton. N. J.. October 1..Adjutant-
General Sadler to-day telegrnphed to
Governor Tener In Ilarrisburg the sym¬
pathy of Governor Wilson for the peo¬
ple of Austin. Pa., and offered to placeall the military stores of New Jersey
nt the disposal of Governor Tener In
case he desires to make use of them.

Children Cry
FOK FLETCHER'S

CASTO R I A

W. Fred. Richardson's
Btoraae and Transfer Department,

Main and Belvldere Sta
Hauling, Packing and Storing High-

Grade Household Goods.
Phones: Madison 813. day; Monroe

143, night

SEES DAM BURS!.
GIVES WARNING

Engineer Tells Story oi How
He Tried to Save

Town.
Austin. Pa.. October 1.."My Ood,

boys, she's giving away!"
A group of men, loitering on a Satur¬

day half-holiday, stood near tho big
Mayless dam above Austin. Pa., late
yesterday afternoon. One of them had
Ju3t said something about the wonder¬
ful strength of the concrete structure.
A moment later thero came a prelimi¬
nary report, like the pop of a pistol:
one of the party saw a little hole In
the far corner of the dam, and the
water hud begun to pour through, lie
yelled and the watching men tore up
the hillside. What followed Is told by
Harry Davis, a Buffalo and Susquehan-
na locomotive engineer.
Looking at scores of dead bodies and

a devastated town. Davis said at Aus¬
tin to-day:
"We stoon watcning the dam. A mo¬

ment before the collapse, there was
nothing to indicate that the dam would
give way, or that It was weakening.There was a sudden sharp report, and
a little hole appeared In the west end
of the dam. A comparatively small
stream of water begun to rush through.

Sow It t;ive Way.
"One of :the party, realizing the

tragic significance of the slight break,
yelled agonizingly:
"'Look out. boys, she's giving way:'
"One look was enough, for then rhu

hole wbs growing and the Impatient
waters were gaining In volume. We
started up the hill, fleeing for our own
safety, and knowing as the rush of the
witter met our ears that It meant death
to hundreds of the unwarned below.

"Looking 'back we saw that the hole
had grown to twenty feet In width
and that It extended almost the entire
height of tho dim. A second later'
there was unother report, and *t
ceemed then that the whole strueturojI.ad given way. The. sound was deafen-
Ing.
"There was a house nearby, just at|the foot of one of the hills. I rushed

Into it to telephone to tho central In;Austin. As I entered tho house ajfifty-foot wall of water seemed to!
start on Its mission of destruction!
down the valley.

Called Central.
"I got central at Austin. I had no]time to say anything except:
" 'The dam Is gone.'
"I knew that every one In Austin

would know what that meant, for!
many ha<i been dreading It. Central
didn't have much time to warn the'
people. The water was already rush-
ing toward the town. Just a little
more than n mile below tho dam. I
guess central did the best she could.
I haven't seen her sine«, and «he may
be dead for all I know.

"I started on down the hills to Aus¬
tin then. As I nearec! the city, but
n few minutes behind tho flood, I saw
that the havoc had been all that w«
dreaded. It seemed a clean sweep of
the valley. Houses had heen crushed
like eggshells. The timbers were piled
up against the rallron<j shops and soon
the flro broke out. No or.e stems to
know how tho fire started, for the
flames appeared in a dozen places at
once.
"The rest may be Imagined, it can¬

not be described. \\ hole families
were wiped out. The survivors went
about the muddy streets weepinghysterically, no one a'ble o help the
other."

Tilt BEST frjwrrrrT^^j^^iaCBY EVERY TtiTH!^!!]^^^^^

Victor-Victrola IV, Price $15.00
This fns+TUnrent. Uke all other

virtnr-vintrolni, ]¦ of the harnleH
type, the smile Issuing forth freu» an
enclosed Itrand nmpllfytna; rompnH-
ment, -rblch enable* 70a to Increase
or diminish the volume of sound by
opealac or eloala* the small doers.
The Vlotrola IV. la equipped vrith

the latent Victor lmproTemeati, In¬
cluding exhibition sound box, Victor
tapering; tone arm, "foou neck.*1
aounil-box tub*, and 10-Inch turn¬
table, Inaaxtaa to ro-a the true Vlotoi
«naliCr.

FßbleViaaa Fß.
213. East Breed Street

ENGINEER KNEW
DAM WAS FAULTY

Technical Magazine Published
Report of Defects Compiled

by Expert.
Coudersport, Octobor 1..The Bay¬

less Pulp and Paper Company, owned
the dam which broke at Austin, carry¬
ing death Into tho valley below. ll
was two years old, and was 530 feel
across and 49 feet high. Its construc¬
tion was of coment, un<j on numerous
occasions it was demonstrated that tho
engineering work and material wero
faulty.
On January 26, last year, tho dam

sprang a leak, and a panic ensued in
Austin and other towns below, tho
peoplo fleeing to tho hills lor safety.Owing to tho great slzo and Impor¬tance of the dam the Amorlcan So¬
ciety of Engineers of New York sent
experts to examine and report upontho work. The Engineering News of
that city thereafter exposed the de¬
fects In the dam, directed attention
to the peril to which the corporation
owning It was exposing :',000 souls
living In the village below. The Bay¬less Pulp and Paper Company did not
mend the defects In the dam, which
held 200,000,000 gallons of water.

T. Chaikley Hatton, of the American
.Society of Engineers, made -. full tech¬
nical report, which was published in
Engineering News March 17, 1910, pagu321.
Tho following Is the substance:

How It Was Built.
"The dam was composed of cylopean

concrete, with large quarry Btones
from one-half to two cubic yards, em¬
bedded firmly In wet concrete. These
stones were placed so as to 'break
Joints, both as headers and stretchers,
surrounded with not less than six
Inches of concrete. The composition
of the concrete was one part Portland
cement, three patrs sand and six parts
of broken stone. There was no in¬
clination on tho part of any one con¬
nected with the work in the first place
to slight It In any particular.
"The work was done by C. J. Brit-

nall & Co., Binghampton, N. Y., on a
percentage plan. The work was con¬
sidered first-class.
"The dam was completed December,

1909, contained 13.7S0 cubic yards of
concrete, and there had i.een excavated
for foundations 7,925 cubic yards, and
3,360 cubic yards of embankment, cost¬
ing, exclusive of engln erlng, $71,821.48.
"When completed there wus one

small vertical crack 51.3 feet on the
right of tho spill water. Thi-. crack
extended from the top of the groundlevel, and was about 1-16 of an Inch
wide.

"Later In December another crack
appeared 39.3 feet to the east of tho
spill water. This crack was similar to
the other and appeared to be duo to
contraction, as there .as no evidence
of a settlement. They coulel not have,
been the result of water pressure, be¬
cause up to tilts time there had been
no water in the dam.

Pilled to Overflow inc..
"In. Junuary, 1910, the weather grew

warm, some rain fell, and tho heavy
snows were rapidly melting, and with¬
in thrae days the dain was tilled to
overflowing.
"On January 22 a large slice of earth,

forming the eastern wall, below tho
dam dropped down eighr teet and part¬
ly slid into the valley, and some water
came down in the slide, which was evi¬
dently coming from behind the dam.
Water in large quantities began com¬
ing up through the ground from fifteen
to fifty feet down stream, showing
that the water had gor under tho dam
through tho embankment and through
the rock strata. On the next day a
section of the dam slid out at the bot¬
tom.
"One crack opened four Inches and

another four and one-half. The move¬
ment covered a period of about eight
hours, when it stopped.
"The thlrty-six-lnch pipe, which was

built through tho centre of the dam as
a draw-off. had been capped by the
company with a wooden cap attached
to the boll of the cast-Iron pipe with
wrought iron clamps contrary to tho
advice of the designing engineer. Ho
recommended « valve cap. Tho cap
began at the foot of the spill water,
and It had become, of "course. Impos¬
sible to remove It when the water was
wasting In such large volumes over
the spill water. The company had so
built It because they did not antle:i-
pate that the pipe would have to bo
used except for clearing out the bot-
torn when the water was low.I Dynamite t'sed.
"To relieve the pressure on the dam

a small section of concrete was re-
moved by dynamite on the right fide

(Continued on Fifth Page.)


