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Miss Anna T. Jarvis
national Association

She Began

€4 N HONGOR of the best mother who
cver lived—Yaour mother”

Stmple  words, coned by a
scoman. Mo coonld have prophesicd, four
Nears ago, the effect that sentence wonld have
on the entire nativit?

Mother's day has become, in practice, a
national haly day, if not a holiday; for every
gawvernor i the lend has fssued proclamsitions
calling npon the people to spend one day at
least i especially honoring their mothers, or
paytue a tribute to their memories.

This year of 1912 will go doson in his-
as one of the mast important periods in
movement.  Recagnising the scorth of the
verican mother and « hal the naiion osves to
a nunber of influential clergymen and
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ciy incliding  governors  angd farmer
governors of the wartous states, have banded
together into an association, of which every
man, seoman and child is invited to become a
member.  Its purpose is a simple yet a bean-
tiful one. It is to make holy the memory of
their mothers to the - cople of the land. This
‘neludes  the  mother of every Iype—the
mothers who gave up their sons that they
might serve their coundry in battle; those who
lave given the land its leading statesmen, laze-
Yers and  physicians, and " the fmamigrant
mother, who left the place of her birth that
her children might have the advantages of
the more prowressive COMNITY.

All mothers are haly, poor as well as rich;
and the nese movement means that all the
world, which knosws it, shall now rejoice to
shoze 1t

wiler and higher love for the
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Bppreciate mother's love., 'he members of
t

tide arg A, = Dirapar, commissioner of cdi-
Cutlon of New York, and the following state superin-
tendents of ecducation: Frank G, Blalr, Illinois; C. A.
Ll house, Indiana; M, I Willingham, Alabama: J. K.
fouth Caroling; Ellsworth Rogensteln,
: M. Bates Stephens Maryland; M. P. Shaw-
Virginia: D. Eggleston, Jr., Virginia;
Wisconsin, H. Wilson; Oklahoma; ¥, M,

I

Brailey,

Texas: B..J or, North Dakota,
The workings of assoclation In the varlous
Btites will be divected by the vice presidents. Some

Btiles huve one—the gos
Nebraska, where  th

*rnorf—others have two; and
mavement hus particularly

hag four They are Willlam I, Bryan.
O AL Aldrieh, A C. Shellenberger, and A, R,
The vice presidents ln other states Include:
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lehrixt,  Florida
avertior Edmond
sanders, Lauyjei.
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1 - J. FPothler, Rhode Island;
ernor Eugene N. Fosn, Massachueiis: Governor M. E
Hay, Wushington; Governor Oswald \West  amd F.
Henson, O i Governor George P. Hunt and
E. Eloan, Arfzorn: Governor O, B. Culguity an
. Texus: Governor Lee Crules and C
Okiahoma,  Guvernor Edwin . Norris, 3
overnor J. F. Shafroth, Colorado: Governor H. s
South Dakota; Goevernor Juseph M arey and B. B
oks, Wyoming: Qovernor W. R, Stubb, Knansas;
Davidson, Wisconsl, Gavornor Charles & Osbarn,
igan; former Goverfior Willlam New
overnor. B. - F. Carroll, Towa; G
Minnesotn verpor J. H, Hawl
Idaho: G roor Toasker L. Oddle, XNev
William  Spry, Utah Governor Johp Py
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No palns have beéen spared by the governors of the

states in proclaiming Mother'a day, Eome reminded

NoHiReLIN
MOTHER

ETWEEN the laws of mun and the laws of
nature stands the 1 of today, o help-
] pawn in the e ting interests of

irted eouples, with one nt autl
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v in the United Staten on the caro of chil-
tupvesentiod thg lore of child growth and
tal and moral, as It is observed
hould childhood, not from the
Hve of the hepeh, Lut In the most familiar,
vrlpen of the iiven, It wis the shockod, the
By citian wiho, studying the sweening, gen-
¥ the pltlless law, asserted that
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1 most necensiary agent f{or the
t It ean possibly possess and for
(RO be maintalnel,  No olher
,-a.c-:nm:n replince the mother's
10y, whon no food can so nourish
tra—the own mother's—milk, to
r for honor and virtue can so
: spirit, the mother Ip needod

iMirie o nther eonditdena are  children

. -.---I_u,,.h‘;r_ an_ little injury than
Hiher s dul elnsnea In Mngland,” Stations
1othis men's thme, tu thae exciusion of

huve 'urnlui Ilnl §
oo the children
i ’I]ul. avery poasihle substituts,
! owot nurning that obtaine to the
Hetent guyernenssen avillable, la employad

“But all those substitutes combined falled to tuke
the pluce of one real, loving mother, No hirelings,
however willlng and eapable, cun ever bo what she |s.

“Omitting the exceptional Instances In which there
miny be évidence that o Woman s distinetly unfiy for
the mother's dutles, and still dealing with the broad
#ssertlon that mothers are not needed for thely ehil-
dren‘s welfara, a £triking contrast 18 prosented in all
that should flow from the devotion of the woman who
has best reason to chlicrish nnd gulde, In the ehild's
eyed, the mother repreosents concrete ideals of the
soclal wlutus belenging to her fumily, They arc as-
sumed, in every Instance, to be a triffe hlgher than 1s
wetunlly the case. Nono the loss, mother, ¢s-
pecially In Ame fecls thut she owes to her child
the opportund o rlse to somas lilgher plane, or to
L the level to which she hay attalned,
the nervous mother—the woman who is In
il terror for the safety of her ¢hildren, who
worrles them as well as herself by her needless alarms
and supuriluous precautions—is better for them Lthan
bny substitpte thut esn be found.

“All the most competent NUreery governess can do
is to accomplish the hest within the power of a falrly
aqualifled nagent, No matter how consclentious she may

overy

cont

be, hor sense of respontibility s mucl lower than
that which the mother fecis. The BOVOrness mny be
(b}

botter cducated woman as u teachor: hut wo oun
secure thnt factor of the chilld's tradnlpng o the kinder=-
Earten. Valuable as 1y is, sueh teaching remalns Sup-
ple ntul sull Nothlng can compensute-for the lnek
of mother love, sollehtude and personal attention uitil
the child is 8 or 0 yeurs of age.

“Al that nge, whnt hireling is competent to maln-
tidn Lthose jd those standards, whese Ineulention
fixes youth's senge of responsgibility to the home vlrele,
to tho Tamily? Especlally i this true of n glrl, to
whate pirlod of ndolesceren her mother e enormously
Important, why, with girl, she should hinve her
maother's care and counsel until she becomes » motheyr
hernelf.

“What" Doctor Taylor demanded, “is our slrongest
safeguard In the many exigenclea of a complex 1ife?
Every man, and every woman, will answer in but ona
way-—-it In the kind and quallty of Influence which tho
thir has exorted an all phases of mental and moral
development,. Where the mother's Influence has been
lacking, there exlsta countless little bitternosses,
false impresslons, the nbsence of fine nlcetles in Ideals
and atandards. All theso are cither Irretrievably miss-
ing, or are only falrly well slimulated, in any ane whae

as been ao unfortunats as to be bereft of maternal
f;.’r;_- during the formative years of lifo. Such a child,
mrowing up, hins learned fta relatlons with Ity fellows
threngh the heid, not the hoart,

“Eoma presnmptioous eritl of HUfe may undirtake
to docldes when the mother car Jbe dspensed with,*
conicluded Doctor Toylor. “f ean't, Life |ls a process
of continuous development, and the Anesy Influence for
the welfare of any human being 18 the fond, anxlous
eure of o mother, Those arc fitted for thelr life under
the heat ausplees who longest enloy thelr mothor's
cara and caunsel, however many years slie may live to
bless them.” 4
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Uibe that the day was approaching several
ago, und since then have been continually
Working that the festival might be generally cele-
brated In tha beautiful sentiments that they ex-

bregsed and in the elaborate form In which the docu-
Hitnls were made, every governor vied with the others
that hls paper might be the best In the country. and
indeed some of the praclamations ara of such a beau-
tiful design, and the object of the day Is so well ex-
pressed, that it would be hard to tell wlilch is superior
10 the rest. 1
Home have even expresacd thelr thought in verse
Lovernor 0, B. Colqultt, of Texns, Is among that num-
ber. Part of his proclamation reads us folloy
‘I adjure all the men, women and chl ren in
Texas to recognize the dabt of Bratitude we owe to
mothers by ng to the obedlence, respect
tnd | ngly observe the duties due them, througtiout
the entire year, and that all doin in buying them wna
sraid tribute on Mother's day. It huas Eeen £ald that
the best preacher |s the heart; that thy best teacher
is tme, that the best book is the world, and that the
best friend s God—and all these may be rummed up

word, “mother.”
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Governor Colquitt personally observes the day by
pirdaning ten criminals whose mothers plond to him
for mercy. Ha has recelved nppeals from heartbroken
mathers, and wilj carry out hls promise woduy, as he did
twelve months ago,

Alother gavernor whese tribute to mothers has at-
friacted attention s Joseph Al Carey, of Wyoming.
e says, In his document this year:

& sweclest

The word In aur J:lnaun%‘r in * ther " Lne
unate fd the N or womdn who o i sdy Iram
her howry, | T L woman who
Ors I phie has passcd to the Ereat
Bl Woman thut over lived was
foONot en van be sald or written of he
T of good Is within us, we Inherited frosg her
YroWae coukht the inspiratlon for it from: her
In &l ereatiunn o mother §s and  muast ¢
linportant etor. Nature intended  her
"“n"mg Lrute nnlmals the male will fec

muther Temiin 1o
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GOVERNOR BURKE'S TRIBUTE

Governor Burke, of North Dakota, In asking tha
people of Wiy state 1o honor thelr mothers un this one
day In the year, says:

Ambl the stern reallties of s there come ta us ajl,
it e recurclng springtime, tendor o tons of sadneas
¥ v rom the Very *uur heling.
1 n 8L that is Ip us whep
¥ memory of lotg agoe, and 1 n
vither tear or amile a live \:uaur of uther day

svoonan can be wholly bad who semotimes il‘.\'nrl: in
memury to his other, for he Knows that her love is
fiseltah mad eternal, and that wheiher she in
rigcwheie, her spirit s watehing ‘vl hlm,
thought hus a gentle refining fnflcence,

One of the most touching proclamations was
penned Ly JG-year-old Lorenu Cruce, for her father,
Gov or Cruce, of Oklahoma. Tha young girl'a
mother dled two yeurs ago, and that she was thinking
of her 18 shown in every line.
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clegt treasure that Hfe containe i1 your mothar,
fe oni earth, 18 mo A purt of heaven—

y er With You or above h the angels, she
in our 3 sl wur uve 1§ eternal,
Hyilbg on when youlh hes faded, w wther love lLas
wihthvred } been forgotten, and the leaves af
Iffendship allen
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Nothivg (ha: we con ever do can remoeve the debt af

tituda we Ve our ol rs, b edn repay them
het purity and Kindnese, bat on

Lo ghem, w hon wmall  yet

i r aur thoughts of ond  gratiiude
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Lls given “To gurden the cnrth with
in fittlng that wo as o
Irug wurkvrg of God,
nit; though they wiel
thelr worlh  recognizal
cupuble of appreclating

natlon and as o ostate bonor
though they aspire not to
not ﬁ--_-pm:u' applause,  yep s
and admitted by all whe REw
truth und execllénce,

In sirlking contrast to these beautiful words Is
tho simile dtiner In which Mrs. Roudebusl, 2 years
old, of Hlo ng Valley, Pa., celebrates the day, This
aged wor I Wis one of the natlon’s piohocer vbservers
of the day. When she first read of Miss. Jarvis® plan,
she wrote to her and promised Lo sSupport the mova-
ment. When the first Mother's day arrived Mra,
Houdebush found that thero was not a carnution to
be found in the littie village. But she wae not to bas
balked, and went home and made artificln) flowers out
of white ribbon, Then she proceeded to the little
sountry cemotery dnd placed them on her mother's
grave. She has continued to do the same every year
£lnce. ‘

Furthermore, Mrs. Roudebush has found new Joy
in Mother's day, for lier children and grandchiidren
are making it A practice of gathering at her home
ecach year. I

Many other mothers have written to Miss Jarvia
telling her the debt of gratitude they owe to her. Shae
£ald that she had s=cven sons, who wern ministers,
geattered In varlous parts of the country. Not only
does every ohe wrile to her, but they all likewlse
send orders for white carnatlons, sn that the nearby
florists do a thriving business right anhend of the
second Sunday of May.




