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Culebra, Canal Zone, Panemau.

Uncle Sam’s Fight With

the Devil in the Panama Canal Zone

HAVE headed this letter “Uncle

Sam's Fight with the Devil” The

title s mepsational, but ¢ nts ihe
story. It ls tha fight of Ungls Sam
for thea souls of his canal employes.
1t tells how he has taken five or ten
thousand men auch as you Nnd at a
mining camp or on the frontler, has
put them to work at high wages, and
it the same time has kept them frae
from gembling. lust and the other viceg
which have horetofore bsen always as-
soclated with such erganizations. When
the French atartzd this canal they
baptized it In champagne. Thelr of-
flelals locked hands with Luciter and
Bacchus. They brought thely miste
resses with them from Puarls, and gralt
and extravagance fdanced beslde Lhom
over the Ganal Zone on the road to
bankruptey and-flunclal destruction.

Uplift Work at Papama.

So far, qur canal bas been bully with-
out graft. We hava spent hunareds of
milliens and no one has charged that
8 cent or a dollar has gone Into any-
thing hut the actual construction ol
the canal or the legitimate cXpens:s
oonnected therewlith., More than that,
tha work hag been done In a Chrlstian
Wway by a body of Chriagian men, whosa
conduct |8 morally as good as thet of
any soclal community in the Unlt:d
Btates or the world, Thin, It seems 1o
me, Is quite as wonderful as the pulld-
ing of the canal (tssit

How has it heen accomplished?

I A heen dons by the marrylng of
huriness to Christlanl.y; by bringing
to the front the forces which make
for gnod and aM far as possible elim-
innting those which mahke for tne bad;
by throwing the Y M. €. A, clubhouse
pnd jtm attructlons iy open as the devi]
throws open the waluon, and by feeding
thia minds wnd souls of the men with
the good ruther than the bad.

The result has been a =oclal uplift
rather than a soclal «Jdownfall, and
Feores of the amploves «
to Panama will leave he
siate morally than when 5
This fight with the devil is still going
on It miey he gaen along every part of
the Canal Zone tn-day, and as far
wf 1 can so> in every one of the canal
towna the devil |s getting the worst
of tha pattle.

The Clubbouse for Canal Employes.

One of the most {mportant features
of the fight Is tha elubheusss which
have besn Lullt far the canal emploves,
These have heen eonstructed by the
government, and the experienced soec-
retarles of tha Y. M. €. A."have beer}
called in to run them, They are an
managed that they are largely gelf-
Fupparting. and the Y. M. €. A and
the xgovernment unite in paying tha
deficit. I deon't knaw how much they
Tun ehort, but thalr oparation last
Year cosl more than §ia0,000, A great
part af this was made up of duce and
other receipts. Each of the two thol-

are more poPular than those of the snl nons.
THE SALVATION ARMY, WHO AID

UNCLE

sand and odd membeér= pays 316 an. Bealle, oan
nually, and the restaurants and bil-| there are
Hard rpooms bring In a eonsiderable|in rrushing rock for the Gatum locks.
sum. Thera Is another at Cristebal,

There are clubhouses of this kind at|ing Colon.
2very statlon of importance along the|Atlantle, and a third at Gatum, where|hers at Culebra, about midway of the
Canlm Zone. There |5 nne at Porto| they are making

Caribbean Ben,
meén engaged | ronized by the men at work in the

adjoln-
the American port on

the dam. And thenplcut. There Is also a clubhouse on the

“Twepnty thoussad games of pool are played In these clubbouses each year."
Pleture of poolroom at Getun Club house. The billinrds of the Y, M, C,

A.
]

SAM TO FIGHT SATAN.

-

whers we Mave a clubhouse at Gorgona, pat-

shops; another at Empire, at th: be
the | Binning of the Culebra cut, and ons

Low Prices

" ..ON..

Ladies’, Misses’,
Children’s and Boys’

FOOTWEAR

QA better opportunity to, purchase better shoes made
to sell at higher prices has never been offered in Richmond
—fashionable, seasonable, dependable shoes—the regular
stock of the Seymour Sycle standard. All sizes and widths.
A gain in quality and a saving in price.

‘ ‘It will also pay you to visit my Bargain Annex De-
partment where thousands.of saving opportunities are
offered. Watch my windows.

PLAYING TENPINS AT GORGONA.

'WE GO INTO TEE

Facific division of the canal, at Co-
rozal.
Inslde the Clubhouses.

1 wish I could take you inta thase
bulldings. They have all the con-
veniences and comforts of eur men's
cliths at home. ‘Thesc houses are great
pavillons surrounded by wide veran-
das, so that they aroe cool and alry.
Tha walls are velled In woven wire
netting to keep out the mosqultoes
and everything is so inrge and roomy
that It §s cool day and night. All of
the bulldings have reading rooms and
Mborarles, They have poolrooms and
billlard rooms. They have bowling
alleys and gymnaslums, as wnell as
raams for chackors, chess and other
games, Each houss has Its own re-
freshment rooms. and In the labby
thers are cigar and candy atands,

Let us take a look at the clubhouse
here at Culebra. It stands hlgh above
the great cut, and so commands It
that you'can s2e for saveral mlles the
work going on beneath you. The
bullding is about 200 feet long and 61
feet wide. We go In through the wide
front door, which leads to tho lobby
or office, which Is also the llbrary. Theu
llbrary contalns ahout 1,000 beoks, con-
sisting largely of blography and fle-
tion, and ls well patronized.

Tha books drawn nut at Culebra this
month numbered 700, and those dis-
tributed throughout the whele 2ono
wera more than 3,000, i

But llsten to the music! IL comes
from that phonagraph there at the
right. On the oppoaite slide of the hall
Is an upright plano, Which we may
liear later on.

Pasgsing through the lobby we turn
to the right and go Into ths reading
room. Thia i3 fllled with men in easy
chalrs réading and echattlng. They
are In thelr shirt sleaves, and look
very comfortéable. At one end of this
room ara two men playlng chegs, and
at the opposite slde several are writ-
ing.

The scrnes ara for all the waorld 1like
those of a big elty In the Unlted States,
Tha tablea ara covered with maga-
zines. Seventy-five of the best period-
lcals and Journals ara taken, and one
can find everything here from sclence
ta fiction. As to tha writlng tables,
1,000 lettera aro asent out from this
room every month and from the soven
clubhouaes 9,000 or 10,000 are mall:d
homa in that time,

But lat us go to tha other slda of
the hall and enter tha billlard room.
Every one of thesa clubbhouses has bils
liard tables and cuas. The gnme keeps
the men out of the poolrooms of the
siloon, which were n'ghtly filled with
employes befors the clubhouses were
Gtarted.

The memboars pay 30 cents an hour
for the use of the club tables. They
ara good players too, and they have
billlard tournaments Saturday nlghts,
when the men come In crowds to look
on. If you would know Just how pop-
ular thia foarm of amusoment is [ would
say that 7,000 pool gumes ware played
hara at Culebra Jast menth, and that

a slmilar proportlon was played at)

the other clubhouses, The canal com-
misslon and the Y. AL C. A. belleve
that peal and bllliards are good exer-
else, and they encourags them. In tha
meantimna the patronage of the pool-
rooms of the saloons has fallen to
nothing. There are about a dozen such
in Culebra, and 1 eould not find more
than & couple of employes In any of
tham.
Basebnll and Rawling.

Among othor popular amusements
here are baschall and bowling, Evory
clubhouse has its bowling room, and
thera nre bowling clubs, which contest
with one another. Thera are bowling
tournaments, in which sxpert tenpin
men of the different cannl nettlements
come togethor and complete, and there
are duckpln touraments as well, There
nre aleo waekly meetings at tho various
towns, whero the best duckpln mn
fnd the best tenpin men eompnte, and
it {s Impossible to appraciate the rlv-
alry as to such matters,

Every settlement has itg bassball
clubs and thero Is also an fsthminn
basketball league. The baseball clubs
of Culabra and Empire play each other
peveral times evary season, and It ls
the same with thes other towna along
the line. Every place has {te own team
and Its Tegular days of praotice, and
thars are athletic maiets, which ara at-
tended by tho expert gymnasts from
all parts of the Isthmus., At thess
maats the program Includes the hun-
dred-yard dash, the mlla run, the relay
races, tha shotput and the pole vault,
The prizes ars medals of gold, sllvar
and bronas, And the competitors are

the clubs, Indeed, I may say that the
clubs kre an  absolute ymecessity to
eficlent labor on  the cannl. They
have alded in making the employem
contented and have also done muck
for the high moral standing of the
Ameblean community,

The Hoy Scouts of Panama,

Conneetad with these clubs are upe .
It movementa of various kinda nnd ‘
among othars that of the Boy Scouts.
We have now seven companies of theaa
scouts on the wnone. kach company
has a plece of land for a clubhousa
which has been siven by the cunal coms=
milssion, and the poys have orected
their own clubhouses, the lumber be=
Ing given by the canal authorities.
The most of them have elght by ten
fnot shacks, very roughly tinished, The

&couts are to have a charter from tho
national headquarters of New York

and they are to be known as tha Isth- 1
milan Beout Commilssion. Not iung ago -

General Banden-Powell, the commander-

In-chief of the Boy Scouts, visited tho

Isthmus. A number of the bova went L

to Colon to meet him, and the general e

went over the work with the secut :

master and ex sed himself pleased.
The Church of the Isthmus.

ONE FEATURE OF THE FIGHT.

READING ROOM.™

not only from Ltha employes on the
canal, but from tha Infantry and Ma-

A good nght with the deovil Is being
waged by the Christlan churches which
have bean arganizod since we began
our work hare. e mre now forty
on the Canal Zone. The first bullding
authorlzed was the Roman Cathollo
chapel In the hospltal grounds at An-
con. That was begun In 1008, and i
the year following rchurch and lodga
bulldings were constructed at Gor-
gona and Cristobal, & '8 then land *
has baen graated for turches of many
denominations, and tha govérnment has
sold bullding materinl at cost to those
who wish to put up such structursss
The commizsion requires that there
shall ha resident iplains for the An=.
con and Colon hospitals," and the par-
BOns oF priests have to visit the wards
of tha hoapltal dnlly and also to huld)
services over auch of the patients an
dle. 1 have hegore me a list of thn
churches of the zone, They are of al«
most avery denomination, but there
Beem to be more Eplscopal and Cath<
alle than of any of the othérs. Thero
are fifteon chapiains In the commission
Eervice, of whom four are Eplacopal-
lans, four Baptists, three Moman Cath<
olics, twn Methodlsts, ona Wesleyan
and one Presbyterlan. There Is a
Methodist Eplscopal «hurch In the clty
of Panama, to which the communicants
from Anoon are carried In government
carrlages evary Sunday,

Misalon Worl,
In addition to the regular churchesy

rino Corps stationed hero nn the zone.
Concerts " and Minutrelu.

But there is A show golng on now
In the hall overhend. Let us go up.
We find the room filled, and on tha
Wlage at th: back a troupe of amateur
minstrels s holding a performance. The
men are canal employes with blackad
‘aces. They look like ho old-tima min-
étrels of the Unit:d States, and do
a0t wear satin sults as in the new-
‘angled shows of tsa-day, The Jokes
contaln many hits on local matters,
and bring down the house,

These minstrel shows ars gotten up
by the s:cretaries of the clubhouses,
#ho hunt out the heat actors and pring
them together. A popular troupe will
80 from town tn town, until it vislts
2ll the zone settlements,

The band, which ls playing to-night
belongs to the 10th Infantry. Next
aork the music may be furnished by
the marines, or by the Land of the
{sthmlan Canal Commlission. The lat-
ter ls supported by the government,
which spends something llke §10,000 a
year for musle alone. The Canal Com-
mission Band giv:s concerts all along
tho line of ths zone.

Among other features of ths elub-
house entertalnments are maoving ple-
ture shows, the machlnery and filma
for whileh are gent down from tha
states, These are {ree to the members
of the clubs, but outalders must pay
25 cents for each admlission. The ple-
tures are carafully censored and the
men often bring  thelr wives and
daughters to ses them.

And thon we have many lectures at
the elubhouses, Wa have frequent pub-
lle debates and also high-class mual-
cal entertalnments, Last year thers
wns an operatic carnlval made up »f
amiateurs, amwhich played the wvarlous
vanal settlsments, and thay aratorio,
“The Holy City," waa glven by a large
chorus composed of canal employes.

Nearly every club has Its literary

LitCrary Soclety.

soclety or discussion elub. In thess
vurrent toples are tnkan up, essaya
are read and lectures sometimes glven.
For Instance, tho discussion elub which
met here Jast Wednesday nilght had
tha tople, “What Is llappiness?' and
that of Gatum discussed, *“What 1s
Failure " whilo anather goclety used
this “College AMan" as Its subject of
discusslon, I doubt not the politleal
situation will be wrell canvassed at
these clubs, Thara are now ono hun-
dred and Afty men enrolled In the
dramatle clubs, sixty in the camera
clubs an dthers are two hundred who
sorve on  varlous club  committeas.
There are also Bible atudy clubs, which
meet together on Bundays and whieh
work independent of the churcheas.

Among tha aother institutiona of
thesa clubhouses are the barber shops
and pressing clubs. Good barbars are
i necessity In tho topics and the men
know that they can find canltary shops
it the <lubhousas. N ¥ of them pay
& much & month to have their clothes
pressed, the barbers and pressers bring-
ing In something of un Incoma to the
Institutiona.

A Talk with the Soperintendent of
Cluba.

During my stay Here 1 have had a
chat with Mpr. A, B. Dickson, wha s
tha head of the clubhouses under the
Isibmlan Canal Commissien. He was
formerly the financlal soeratary of the
28rd street Y. M. C. A, In New York
Clty. Among the questions 1 asked
weras whether many Youpg men had
been rulnad by thelr life in thoe Canal
Zone. To this he replled:

I do not think so, The Induce-
ments to keep right are 08 atrong here
ay in any part of the United States,
Drunkennesa and gambling are qulte
as disgraceful, and the men who sngigoe
In them are reiarded Just the sams
as at bome. Tha clubliouss lLias dona
much Lo elevate thy moral standing
of .tha eannl communlty. Tt |s the
chiel maeting plage and the men go
thera to loaf rather than to the saa-
loons. You must remember that our
eannl employoes ara fap aAbove the aver-
nge of mankind as to. thelr habits
and pmbitions. Thay ara picked men
who are earning high wages. Thay
Are now saving money and planning
ns to what they will do when they
legve, Thoy find that the elubhouss
costs them prastieally nothing, and that'
It takea tha placa of the more expen-
slve and twicked amusements found In
the saloona, Without these cluba they
would have nothing to do except stay
at home or go to the saloons. Thelr
work {s stranuous and thay need recre.
ation.” This need has bean pupplied by

conslderable mission work and church
cxtenslon work ls being done. Theras
I8 one West Indlan mission at Emplrea,
whilech has 150 communicants, and there
{ave other missions patronized by tha
i\‘\'nst indlan negroes. Thero Is a col=-
javed mission at Culebra and a Young
Men's Colored Inatitute there,
| Thers are also & number of Sunday
tsehnals on the zone, some for negroes
[ and some for whites. The negro Sun=
|.|i-l}' achonls Ara the oldest, thosg for
| white children dating back anly to
{1805, The white Sunday schools are
fourteen in number, and thelr enrol-
ment Is something 1lke 700,

The Salvatlon Army.

The Salvation Army hegan Its work
here slght yvears ngo, when ane of the
soldiers from Jamalva came and sub-
mitted a plan of salvation to the gov-
ernor of (he zone. He was given a L
house In Cristobal and later on ths
commlisslon appropriated several thou-
sand dollars for a bullding there, This
contains a restaurant, a kitchen, a
reuding room and a dormitory, Inelud-
ing bath and tollet rooms. It has also
living apartments for the commander
and his son.

The Salvation Army work s confined
‘almost entlrely to the negroes, al=
though at |ta quarters some whites
are occasionally ragistared. During
one wesk the guests Included Ameri«
cang, English, Scoleh, Scandinavians,
Russians, Bohemians, Jamnicans, Chil-
cans, Poruvinas and RBarbadlans, Mora
than &0 per cent. of the men who come
to thesa quarters pay back what they
recelve bafors leaving the Isthmus, and
the Inatitution is acif-supporting.
Lodging cnstas 25 cents & pight to those
who can pay, and the others have thele
heds frae,

In ndditlon to the quarters at Crise
tabal, another salvation pullding is ta
hn erected at Panama, and outpost,
work s carrled on also at Gorgona and’
Empire.

(Copyright, 1012, »y Frank G, Car4,
penter.)

FRECKLES

May Worst Month for This Trouble—
How to Remove Easlly.

There's a reason why nearly everybody
freckles in May, but happily there is alsa
a cure for these blemishes, and no one
need stay freckled.

Simply get one ounce of cthine, doubla:,
strength, from Tragle Drug Co. and apply.
a little of it at night, and in the morning.
you will see that even the worst [reckles
have begun to disappear, while the light
ones have vanished entirely. Now is the
time to rid yourself of freckles, for if not
removed now they will sLay_.!II summer,
and spoil an otherwise beautiful complex-3
ion.  Your money barck il othine fails.

Hamilton Watch
History

The first Hamilton Timekeeper was
begun in the early spring of the year 1892
and completed late 1 the fall of the same
year. The fourth Hamilton Timekeeper
to be made was purchased by Mr, Edwin
Paul, a conductor on the Pennsylvania
railroad, and il you were to ride fram
Philadelphia to Harrishurg, Pa., to-day
on Mr. Paul's train you would be running
on the time of that same Hamilton Time-
keeper. 3

The Hamilton Timekeeper was origi=
nally a railroad watch made for the usef
of railroad men. W

Now, every bitzsiness man whe app 5

ciates an ahsolutely accurate timek
may have a

HAMILTON WATCH)

Let us scll you one, $15.00 up,

Time Specialists,
e ;IJButMﬂnSM 0%




