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NOTABLE VICTORY IS ACHIEVED BY PROG

RESSIVE FORCES

WHEN THEY COMPEL CONVENTION TO ABROGATE UNIT RULE.
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Sena tor-Elect Olle Jaomes, permanent chalrman.

LONG STEP TOWARD |
PROGRESSIVISM

Virginia's Vote on Abrogation of Unit Rule Is Signi-!
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_| Triumph of Pro-Wilson Motion Follows Wild

| Demonstration of Thirty-Three Minutes
For New Jersey Governor, and His

l
| Stock Mounts Higher.

MANY DELEGATIONS NOW MAY BREAK,
| LEAVING RESULT IN GREATER DOUBT
|

Speaker Clark's Wave Seems to Have Reached lIts
Crest and Sentiment Is Crystallizing in Favor of
Wilson, But Nomination on First Ballot Is Im-
possible—Friends of Bryan Practically Have
Abandoned His Boom and Much Talk of
“Dark Horses™ Is Heard—Clark Delegates Are
“Hearing from Home" for Their Votes Against
Progressive Chairman and There Is Bitter Feel-
ing Between Them and Adherents of Nebraskan.

Baltimore, Md., June 26.—The progressives in the Demacratic
National Convention ciaimed a notable victory to-night when they
carried a motion abrogating the rule by which some State delega-
tions were bound to cast their votes as a unit.

The fight for anJ against the unit rule was waged particularly
about the State of Ohio, where eighteen district delegates had been
instructed by primaries to vote for Woodrow Wilson, but where
the State convention, controlled by the Harmon forces, had invoked
the unit rule binding all Ohia delegates to the Ohin Governar,

The convention, by a vote of 565 1-2 to 491 1-3, voted that no
State delegation should be bound hy unit contral except in such
cases where a State law was mandatory on the subject.

Wilson supporters in the convention, who earlier in the evening
had carried on a demonstration lasting thirty-three minutes. re-
garded the vote as distinctly favoring their candidate. The Wilson
boom had been growing throughout the day.

Wilson gained and Harmon lost eighteen votes {rom the Qhio
delegation as a result of the fight. It was said the abrogation of the
rule might lead to breaks in other delegations, and this left the
presidential nomination race to-night in a greater doubt than ever.

Hisses and Groans Greet New York's Vote.

New York's solid block of ninety votes was cast in favor of
continuing the unit rule amid hisses and groans. Missouri, the
home State of Champ Clark, split, 29 to 7, in favor of the unit rule,
and this result also was received with groans. When Nebraska and
Kansas voted solidly for the abrogation of the unit rule, there were
cheers from the Wilson forces. Pennsylvania, a \Wilson State, gave
a big majority for abrogation.

There had been report during the day of a growing sentiment
in the New York delegation in laver of Governor Wilson, The
delegates voted under the unit rule to-night in casting its ballot
against the propesition [ostered by the New Jersey Governor's sup-
porters.

The fight over the unit rule carried the evening session well
along toward midnight. The report irom the committee on creden-
tials then was received. As there was a minarity report requiring
discussion. adjournment was decided upon until neon to-morrow.

William Jennings Bryan, returning to his hotel from the coni-
mittee on resolutions, where he had spent the evening. was given a
(big demonstration by the delegates gathered there. Several of his
friends warmly congratulated him on the vote in the convention
overturning the unit rule. Mr. Bryan said; "I was not even in the
convention, but I am very much pleased, of course, over the vote,
I will not attempt to predict what the effect will be on the nomi-
nating vote to-morrow. The convention has taken this stand for
the right principle, for I do not believe any convention has tha
right to overrule a State law.”

Situation Complex and Uncertain.

With nominations due to be made to-morrow, the situation

iwith respect to a presidential contest was as complex and uncertain
|to-night @s at any time since the delegates began to pour inte Balti-
| maore.
l There was much talk of a subsidence of the Champ Clark wave,
fwhich reached its crest last night, but the Speaker’s campaign man-
fagers were not willing to admit there had been any vavering in
itheir forces. At the same time they went to the convention hall
to-night with the expressed purpose of forcing the at the
earlicst possible opportunity, The apposition forces, hearing of this
plan, prepared to hlock it.  They did not wish the pominations to
be made until to-morrow, hoping the situation might clear a little
by that time.

The adherents of Woodrow Wilsan jubilantly claimed
that their candidate had made distinetive gains during
They asserted that some of the Clark sentiment
ward the New Jersey Gavernor, and were in 1 1o
than at any time Jduring the canventoin perind
| Dark horses were being diseussed everywhere by
and delegates to-night, but there appearcd to he some o
crystallizing sentiment as which of the dark hor

Senator John W. Kern, oi Indiana, Mr. Bryvan's choice for tem-
porary chairman of the convention and chairman of the party plat-
form committee, still appeared to hold the lead among the dark
{horses, The coalition of the Bryan and Wilson farces in the first
it‘:ght of the convention, however, led to talk of the Bryan strength
{ultimately going ta Wilson.
| No Nomination on First Ballot,
t The one outstanding fact in the situation seemed to be the
labsolute impossibility of any candidate having a sufficient number
of votes on the first ballot to nominate. The two-thirds rule pre-
vailing in the Democratic convention always makes the picking of a
|candidate in advance a difficult problem. !

After the first ballot is taken, it remains to bhe
(the Clark managers can hold. their vates together.
‘delegates predicted to-night that the voting would
Jarge number of ballots, while others predicted with equal confie
(dence that the breaks" would come quickly and a nomination ma.de
on the second or third call of the roll.

Iriends of Mr. Bryan practically ceased to hoom him as a presi-
dential candidate to-day, though they were reported alert to take
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