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EIGHTY PERSONS
CRUSHED TO DEATH
IN NEEDLESS PANIC

Children Had Gathered to Receive Gifts From
Santa Claus When Man Thrusts Head
Into Hall and Cries “Fire.”

IN AN INSTANT PANIC REIGNS,
AND EXITS ARE FILLED WITH DEAD

Narrow Stairway Is Principal Exit, and It Soon
Overflows With Bodies of Men, Women and
Children Who But a I\'Iomept Before Had
Been Joyous in Yuletide Festivities—Police-
men and Firemen Enter Hall by Fire Es-
capes and Force Maddened People Back.
Corpses Are Carried to Morgue Through
Ranks of Moaning, Wailing Women.

Calumet, Mich., December 24.—Eighty persons, mostly children,
were killed to-night at a Christmas celebration of copper mine strik-
ers in an Italian hall because of a needless panic caused by a false
alarm of fire. i
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CHOICE OF WILSON
FOR COMPTROLLERE

Name of Richmond Man Was to |

Have Gone to Senate Before {
Recess, but Leaders Find |
That Republicans Have '
Assumed Hostile '
Attitude. |
> [
[Specind to The Thnes-Dispateh.) |
Washington, Doecembher 20 —The ad-
minitration does not Intend to lose a
Rivigle moment in beginning the work
of areanizineg for the jew currenay
sVELer While President Wilson was |
hurrving southward te-dav for  his |
holday at Pass ristian, Secratary |
tMeAdeo sind Secrotary of Agriculture !
| Hlousto tutineg the malority of !
the orpnr on committes ynde the
up thelr tisk, giving
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iat  the (amp- |

could not get In to ald the panfe-stricken crawd in the hall It was some
time hefora the panle subsided

The alarm was spread outside the hall by 4 few persons who had bheen
near the door and escaped unhurt A ecrowd soon assembled, and tha
work of clearing the hall was bLegun The principal exit was a narrow |
slairway at the back of the hall., When this had been cicared of the bodies
that filled it to the top and quick accounting had been made, it was
tound that geventy-four corpses had been plled np beside the hall bailding.
It is thought that a dozen others were curried away by friends

The dead that were piled up beside the hall included thirty-seven
girls, nineteen boyvs, thirteen women and five men

Men and Women Dazed by Treagedy.

Excited men and women stood about the bullding., some dazed by the

sudden change trom holiday festivities to tragedy; others calling hysierl-

cally for mlssing children, and a few even threstening vengeance to the

rescusrs for keeping them back from the long row of Lodies
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For many days the children of the copper mine strikers had waited
evxpectantly for the Christmas trée exercises that had been arranged Ly
the Woman's Auxiliary of the Western Foederation of Miners. The enter-
tulnment wus set for the curly even v atd the hall, wiich i= on the second
floor. was soon filled 1o its lmit. The chilldren selected 1o recite Christinas

#elections and slug carols had hed their purt of the program. and the
man selected to play-<the part of Santa Claus had
presents that were plled around the large Numined tree

appeared to distribute the

The chlldren were instructed to march up the to the trec. so
that the prezents could be handed to them. The aisles were tilled with the
hoys and girls, when a large, beardied man th L his head in ar the door
of the main hallway and shouted: “Flre!™

Lives Are Crushed Oot Alnost in Twinkle,

The ery was repeated throughout the room in several lanzus
parents roen and rushed forward get thelr children Many lives were
crughed out In almost a twinkle, Then the physical impossibility of further
movement brought the panicky persons to their senses. (1 was realized too
late that there wae no flre, Lut most of those in the hall could not ge:r out
of the Jam they had caused,

Policemen and firemen bhurried to the bullding. Several officers
climbed the fire-escapes and entered by the windows. In a short time the
uninjured and the faint had been pulled from the tdngle of human beings
and placed In the front of the hall :

Other men began to pull the hodies of the dead and helpless from the
stalrway and lay them In & room hbeside the bujlding. This dispositoin
aof the crumpled bodies was found inadvisable because of the hysteria it
caused among the spectiators, and the dead were carried back into the
hall as soon as it was emptied of frightened spectators All the e¢hairs
were lined with bodies, and corps=es had o be placed in the kitchen of the
hall and beneath the stage.

Within an hour almos=t every person tn Calumet was ue near the séene
as [t was possible to get.  The police formed cordon about the palee and
kept back the crowd. After much effort a lane was opened through the
crowd and the bodies of the children were carvied through ranks o moan-
ing of walllng women to Red Jacket village hall, which was turned into a
morgue. It was many hours before all the hodies were identlfied.

During the confusion several Wodies of children were wrongly identi-
fled by mothers and
who had found their own offspring safe. Muany parents ran about uncertaln
whether thelr children were dead or alive. Many mothers fafnted, while
fathers cursed all those who interfered with their mad search for lost girle
und boys,
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Frantic Women Call for Little Oues,

For hours frantic women ran the sireets calling for their little ones.
Of the 700 persons in the hall, more than three-fourths were children,
many of them having gone without their parents. These fathers and
mothers soon rushed Lo the seene and added to the confusion. They did
not understund what had taken place, and hindeved the rescuers by in-
sisting on information as to what was the matter.

There wuas o fire-escape at the rear of the building, but only thosn
who were vary near it could make any use of it until after the fatal rush
was over.  Probably not more than 100 persons escaped by this means.
About a score more jumped from the windows nenr which thoy sut.
it was not many feet (rom the ground, the jump did not cause injury.

The ltalian Mall was built about five vears ago, and was well provided
for cmergencies, it was thouglit. The entrance was a hallway about ten
feet deep. A stalrway about eight feet wide led
fo a small landing about eight by ten fect. The main door of the
opened on this landing. There 1= a small eloakroom about then feet square
to one slde of the main door. Loss ot life was heavy at the small door
of this room. The rush apparently turned many against the door and
crushed them Lo death.

The greatest number ol dead in any one place, however, was at the
botlom of the stafrway. Thos=e who reached the stairs first evidently were
hurled to the bottom by (hose behind, and in this fashion the stairway was
filled almost to the ceiling. That death in most instances was due to suf-
focatlon under the weight of those who fell last was indicated by the fact
that few of the corpses bore marks of injuries. Bodies were crumpled
and broken, but the features were not cut or hruised. ;

It was ascertanined that there was no fire at or near the bullding to
cauge the alarm. Even the Christinas tree did not show any evidence of
fire, Tt was lighted by eclectricity.

Futile Attempt to Stem Onrush. :

Mrs. Annie Clemens, president of the Woman's Auxiliary, in charge of
the ontertainment, said she was on the stage directing the distribution
of gifts when the panic started. Sho snid when the fire cery spread through
the house the women in charge tricd (o stem the onrush, but their shouts
that nothing was wrong were futile.

Iivan the children were seized with panic, but the small children,
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Important duty of tha Or-
Committee s 1o designate
Federal reserva districts and the |

ymumber inte which it will ba best to |
divide the country, Then the cities in |
which the reserve bank for that tllq-}
trict «hall be located will be syected, |
The luw contines the number or ro- |
Vel to not less than eight, nop |
P twelve,  Secretary MeAdoo !
that he expected to bewein
mally ol selecting the Fod-
LR | $ ClUes Lo-monrcow Fle em- {
1 hasized the fact thaf these desipgna- !
tinns will oe made with utter disereard
for local int and zolely with a
witw to e ' Ecod sand an abil- |
1 to eare Tor the pPusiness of the
) LigS
expect it consider this prob- |

" Enid Mr. MceAdoo, vin the light of

will be most beneficinl to l]lﬂi
“n country Local interests will |
| have no part In onr designations We
mirobably will outline the districts first
and then select the city within each
digiriet where the Federal reserve |
bauk will be located
The number of reserve to he
designated has not becen - |

As
| B0

up from this vestibule |
hall |

| Jwvent to New York nand probahbly
would he within 1l ' district.
It twelve banks o at the
beginning, such eltics at Atlanta, Sent-
tle, or Portland and 'hiladelphin will
he considered,  The total number of

giiered, although undoubtedly since the |

ngreement by the conference on the
Bliding seale, the secretary has given
the matt much thought. If the sys- |
tem hoew with «ight banks, such
Bostonr, Now York, New Op-
! v =t Louis, Denver apul

«tannot be overlooked, 1t |
ssured that in elther event, !
Washington, he e of its Importinee
nas tho seat of gavernment, will bhe
given one of these reserve banks. Phil
adelphila, although o large cityv. is ad

reserve banks, however, does not mat-
ter so much because o the branches
that are to be established and theso are |
the institutions that will be expectad to
taka care of the purely loeal condi-
tinns.
Secreinry Well
Secretary MeAdoo to-day expressed
hip satisfaction at the way In which
the banks have accepled the ennct-
ment of lie new law and have roe-
; o it "The  new  currency
snid he, "has been accepted by
the banks of the country in & thor-
oughly patriotic manner, I have never
hitdd any doubt and have none now, that
most of the national banks of tha én-

" (Continued On Third Page)
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'Wood County,

RICHMOND'S FIRST BIG CHRISTMAS TREE

Chance for Yuletide »
Happiness.

PRISON DOORS ARE OPENED

Governors  FExercise Clemency,
but Blease Departs From
L'sual Custom

VALK FORTH FREE. UNCLE SN CIVES
"ONCHRISTWAS DAY CHRTIAS PAR

| on liast Plaza of

(.Rpithl.

MARINE BAN

1

At Franciscan Ser-
vices in Girotto at Bethleliem

\re i\‘('!’ri wluced

Monastery

|

tMany Convicts Are Given Kheir | Great Norway Pine Is Erected | President Spends Christmas [y

¢ aons'

LSpeciond to The Thnes-Dispateh. ] Washington, Deeember .==UInele

Raleign, N. o, December 24, —De- | Ham held a Christmas tres party to-
fermined 1o gpread as much Christmas | night on the east palazi of the Capi-
checr as possilile, Governor Cralg this | tol, hundreds of ehildren of Washing-
afternoon “ollowed up his nine pardons  ton aitending
ol vesterday Ly Hberating ten addil- The tree was o hugae Norway Hpruca
tfonal prizoners, nine of whom wera | #bliize with faney electric lights and
seif up for terms vanging from threo | brilliant  ornaments  the ! scintillated
Years to twenty-tive years  The newly | i :l-!!‘:‘_ thae wray marl Lo 0 apitol bulbld-
freed prisoners hail from many Maris | fng The I“'."_‘L. H"'.':" '“'.”.'.""
of the State They are: Robert Bowl- ".': “I. chorus of 2,00 volees in Chris

A . b : cirols,
ing, |'}:11|l\!-t1 ¢ m.u.it;., I'|\1-. years, I'nr! Tabloanx of Mary and Josepl on the
burglary, Charles Burton, Vanee Coun- | . tethlele the shepherd e
Ly, twenty -five vears, for second degres el I LA "m'. _" SRS SR G
s e 2 | the hillside, the Christ ehild in the

I-.m'ul.:.--‘\': Everett M. Talten, Wayne | manger and  other incidents of e
County, fifteen yeurs, for second de- | pirih’ of Christ wers cuacted,
gree murder,  Willlan  Burns, Rownan A group of automoblles parked at
County, nine years, for manslaughter: | (he ontrance of the Capltol  grounds
Wil Ruflin, Durhaom County, seven | ware filled  with soclety foll, among
vears, for manslaughter: Willin (ios- I whom were Mr= Julian James,
sett, thrse vears, for larceny; B, P.{John J, White, the German Ambas
Briuton, Richmomnd County. ten ra,  and Countees von Bernstorff and :
for mansluughter; John Jones, ‘ol | Henning Jennings and Miss Katherine
County. fifteen years, for second de- | Jenuninegs,

gree murder:  Handolph
Rivhmond County,
slaughiter: Tl

Hurringtion,

MeGiownn, PiItt County.

six months, for abandonment.
PARDONS AS GIFTS
Ten  Prisoners -;ra Relenased From
Ohio Penitenilary,
Columbus, O, Decemboer 24.—Christ-

mad gifts In the form of pardons was
made by Governor Cox to-day to ten
prisoners in tha Ohio  Penitentiary.
Headigs the list of those given fm-
mediate freedom was FPaul Zeltner, of
serving o life

for murder.
The terms of the other nine prison-
ers would have expired on or hefore
Junupry 1 next and the Governor
granted pardons to them so that they
might spend the holldays at homo.

MORE BLEASE PARDONS

During Min 'U'erm He Hns  IReleased
04 Convietn.
Columbin, S. ., Doecember 24.—The

total number of pardons and paroles

" (Continued on Third Fage.)

tive yvears, for wan- |

sentance \

Celehrated.
A midnight mass wdentieal in all save

|

| Vidnight  Moss
]

| one respect

tirotto Chapel at Bethilelhiem In Juden,
' where Jesus was born, wask sung (o
night in the Bethlehem Grotto at the

Francisean Mounastery,
Fof Washington,

: This Is the oane plonee in the world
where a reproduction of the Itethlehem
| services is held and the beautiful lite-
| tle ¢hapel, itself a replica of the one
in the Holy Liand, was thronged
notables from Lthe national ecap!tal, In-
cluding many diplomats and high gov-
ernment ofliclnls,

oh the outskirts

The only difference  between the
| Washington serviece and  that cale-
brated in Hethlehem of Juder isa a
worid. In Judea, the words of the
Goapel are: “And here sho brought
forth” and “"here 1ald him in a manger.”
In Washington the. word "there” was

| Bubstituted for “here.”
| Among those who attendad ware Jos-

the T'resident, the Austrian Ambas-
sivddlor and Madame Dumbi, the Costn
Rican Minlster and  Madame Calvo,

Chief Justice of the United States Su-
preme Court and Mrs, White, Judge

T (Continusa on Third Puge)

with that celebrated in the !

with |

The Preaident and the station-mns-
| ter shook hands warmly, llaney has
been statlon-master for nearly Afts |
yveurs fnd remembers the family wall,

“Who lives in the old house?™' the
President askod, sdnd the station-mis-
ter Knew by the directlon of the ques- |
tioners’ nod that he menat the hicth-
place of his daughters.

“Nobody, it's closed up,” sald Maney,
“but hew are you, Mr, Prealdent, wa

aph Tumulty and family, seeretary to |

Photo by FPoster,

VILSON SPEEING
ToVA

e
Aboard His Private
Car

D LEADS CHORUS FAMILY CIRCLE IS BROKEN |

For First Time, Second Daughter |

Is Not. With Him for
‘J|u-1i-l;l_\'~%

o Board

Atlantn,

'resident
Ga,, Devcinber 24
Eve was spient quletly by 1
Wilson and his il o
private cir en route (o [Mass

., where they will arrvlve at

After an all-ilay
through the Carolings and Georein,
which brought recollections of tha Wil
varly residence in s,
the fumily dined together, spent a short

Wils

iy -
Jjour

thesa

while in the observation parlor and
retired early

e member of the fuamity  elirels
wis missing for the trat time  on
Christmags Fve, the socond daovghiter
Mrs., Franeds Il Savre, who s on
hotevmoon trip in b irops. Her absenca
wias recalled, especially to the sroup
as the traln stopped at Golnesville,

« where #he, as well as the Presi-
dent's eldest daughter, Miss Margaret
Woodrow Willson, wore horn, twents
oight and twenty-slx vears 0 Tha
Prestdent and Mres. Wilson stood on
the ocar platform aud pointed out tha
house to thelr daughtiers—the Missos
Eleanor and Margaret

Askn for Tom Haney.

“Where's Tom  Hhiney? asked the
President of the handtul of persons
who had mathered at the rear of the
train.

“Hera he 18,7 salid a voles, a8 the In-
dividual peferred to, & somewhat agod

but vigorous leoking

uppeprod,

station-master,

hear you have been 117"

“I'm quite Wil rpltcd the Presldent
smilingly

"Maybae you hand better not stand out

in the cold,” eautioned some one in the
crowil, and he thanked them for theis
solicitude,

The engines were changed quickly
"~ (Continued on Mighth Lage.)

CATION HOME

GROWD OF 20,000
~ APPLAUDS STAR

~ ANDGILDED TREE

'Cheers Electric Display
i at Big Community
' Celebration.

OCCASION UNIQUE
 IN CITY'S HISTORY

tMan-Madc Star of Bethlehem
| Journeys From City Hall to
Tip of Christmas Tree, Ablaze
With Thousands of Col-
ored Lights—School
! Choir Sings.

Twanty thousand people, packed in
golll phalanx around the old Ford Ho-

1as] ied thelr faces skyward at
| the ? v of 6 last night to wnatch A
brilllant white stuyr sail slowly oast-
ward from the ity Hall to the tip
of a Christmas tree, the like of which
was fiever known outside of lttle
boys® dreanis.

The deep-taned bell in the ity Hall
tower was Still gguiver with the mugis
of the slxth peal, when the mimmoth
#lar, up to that moment a shrouded
deviee of wire and steel, burst forth
Vinto Mg, For a bare ten secondns
It remalned motionless. Then it broka
from Its moorings, and moved slowly
acress the Eleventh Street chasm allva
with hristmas worshipers, to Its
| foreordained pusitlon over the Christ-
1 tree that was rearod by o God-

people to symbulize the splric

::I\.I'IH_K
Tree Abinze With Light,

| At the moment when the star, after
la two-minute journes over its fragile
| tramway, stood «directly overhead the

glant sprace, Mige Cora Lucille Thomp-

son,  daughter of City Electrician
Thompson, turned o magic switch, and
the Community Christmas 'I'ree sprang
Into lfe—radiant In tints of 3,000 red,
white and hlue electric lights, glit-
tering in the tinsel and trappery of

Christmastide, hung with make-beliove
silver and make-belleve gold,
For a moment the great crawrd
i el mute in  admiration. It
came o child agaln, and gazed in de-
light upon this thing of the forest in
jroyal livery., Then slowly, there arose
# subduecd handelapnp which grew
|and grow until the nd hecame a
mighty demonstration stirring the
| winnt geihering from the picket fonce
lof  Capitol  Square to the fartherest
point of vantage on the north line ot
Hrond Street,
i With the tirst
came the shrill
boay amd girl to
Ing to the poet,
futhers and mot
formed w full half
ing, amd shouted
Lously to  the
ChElEtns troc,
Svhool

re-
he-

ripple  of applausa
chieers of the =mall
whom heavan, iceord-
4 nearar Lhan it is to
re The youngsters
of the bl gather-
their greelings jov-
city's trst munleipal

Cholr Sings,

With

the lirat movement of the star

towurd the ¢ -tree, n choir of 2,000
sehoo! children, under the direction of
isor Mereer, launched forth into

the hymn, 0, Littla Town of Bethlo-
them,” alded by the subdued necom-
panhment of Kessnieh's Band, hidden

deep In the background,
Perche

hlgh on un elevated plats
| form o motion-ploture sperator threw
a brillinnt quadrangle of light on a
virtaln suspended on the wall of tha
building that bounds the east side of
the Fard Hotel lot A nioment later
there appenred on the curtain in bold
| rellef the words of the hymn that was

| pouring from 2,000 thioais.
| AS the star Jdrew nearer and nearee
e Its goal more and move people joined
| In the slngltug. The hvimn grew In
velume seeming to acocompany the mov-
{ing star in It trlumphe! progress. By
{ the time it stood poised over tha crown
of the Christmas tree the hymn had at-
tinined to the proportions of a mighty
{ anthem in which all, veung and old,
| Joined, whether they could sing or noty
Like Star of Rethlehem,

It wns not dithicult, while watching
the man-mnade star ride uncannily
through the heavens lnst night, teo
vill to mited the night some two thoi-
and years dago whoen thr wli=e men
cangey from ot of the and re-
Joteed with excoecding great jos" al the
sipght of i heaven-fashionsd star, which

them ecastwardly to o lowly homa
T AT

1.1} thie stur that guided tha wisa
Wi, lnEr night's star, moved from tha
woest o the esast In Fohruarvy, B,
Tt ks not generally Known but Cthrist
wias born four yvears before what s
conimonly reckkoned as the Chiristian
era~—the Star of Bethlehem 12ed at
the end of its castward Journey over
the manpur-eradle of the Redeemer

Last nigl pursue the parallel ons

+ h nnity sta:

1« which,
intimata
ellgion which

founded
ne others.

Night', 2oy to the Lord!
ol 0y, Clorne AlL Yo Faithfoul' followand
ench

other with only s interval of a
minute or two between one hvimn and
another, during which the tree —dark
during the netusl singing—was lighted
gy gl ihts were cut off durving

the slnging Lo make more legible sone

words on the curtiin
Heverenve Holds Crowd, :

| Tha ovension wis unigque in the hixs
jtory of Iehmo Alwnyas a city in
lwhich tho =pirit of Christmas reignod
| Htrome, noted for s open haod and ity
'.-|n-r. Beart, it responded wholé-heart-
iy Lo the hden £ rearing & mlghty
Lehivistmay tree 1o be nobody's in pars
ticular, but evervbody's Ire thia apircie
| nssemblad 20,000 of its eitizens laste
| might, nd there is little wonder at
[ the statement of the police that it was
the mes ordecly  larg vrowed that
ever asscmbled i Richmond

Ropes stretehed on the propertly line

e Hroad Street from the Cicy. Hall
O wirddy to the farthier corner of
the lat, and along Capitol Stre from
the aoutheast corner of tho Clty Hall
castwanrdly, held in check the multi.
| tutles that began swarming to  the
| seene shortly after & o'elock, Withing
{ hald an hour the crowid was packed
clght to twelvo desp around the antire
it ference of the barcler. On tha

ipitol St *t slde the crowd tlled the

o to the plecket fonca
ipitol Square
by ond.

that guirde
and overtlowesd Into thel:
e

L piark
| In 0 Modern Setting.
!

To the philosopher in the ¢rowd, ths
oceasion oftered the interesiing study




