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AMERICAN WOMEN,
ANGELS OF MERCY

Leaders of Pleasure in Other
Days Now to Front in Allevi¬
ating Distress and Suffering.

MANY ACTING AS WAR NURSES

Their Famous Estates in Europe
i Are Placed at Service of-

Combatants.

[Special Cubic to The TlnieB-Dispatch.]LONDON, October 17..Society, hb It
wan formerly Known, does not exist
In Kurope to-day. There arc no balls,
no dinners, no splendid receptions.' The
women who lead In the pleasures of
other days have most of them donned
.a nurse's cap and gown, or even ac¬
cepted a menial task In older to al¬
leviate the distress of poor and wound¬
ed. In this work the American women
who have married foreigners, or who
for some reason find themselves resi¬
dents of Kurope, have been notably
prominent. They hive done more than
work themselves.they have proved
themselves leaders. Tn recounting: the
faithful lives of service American wo¬
men are leading to-day it is hard to
Know where to begin, for the work goes
on in every capital, London, Paris,
Vienna, Berlin; and In no way Is the
unfortunato character of the great eon-
lllet better illustrated than by the pres¬
ence on both cldes of these noble
American women, some laboring for the
Germans and Austrlans. and others to
be seen at their posts of duty' on the
side of the allies.
Famous estates owned by Americans

In Kuroije have been placed at the ser¬
vice of the combatants. Countess
.lohannes von JilersdorfT. the former
Mary Knowlton, of Brooklyn, N. V.,
turned over her caBtle In Silesia to the
Kalserln for the use of the R(d Cross.
Then she herself went to Berlin and
vcntered the ranks of a hospital nurse
corps. Her husband Is In the German
army, in happier times they once spent
jr.o.ooo to entertain the ICaiser at a
single day's shooting on the estate
tnow given for the use of the German
1 wounded.
UMCIIKSS OF (HOY

is hicij moss nuhsi:
Another German Red Cross mirs^; is

the beautiful Duchess oT Croy, who was
Nancy Irishman. The duke Is a lleu-
tciiant Iii the Guard Corps, and ills
German castles and estates are receiv¬
ing wounded soldiers, while Uilv Hun-
garian chateau has been ufferbd to the 1
Archduke Frederick; Austrian coin-
inarider-ln-chlef, for a hospital.
The woi^ii of tho American colony

in Berlin are working like beavers,
The American Church is now a hos-
pitnl. while the American Woman's
Club lins offered the use of 'Is beau-
tlful building also. Tho American wo¬
men sire attending lied Cross lectures,

¦ ,hu\ e ^oim so far as to offer to
i'vo wounded map in their' ov.n

homes. should there be an overflow
from tiie hospitals.

In Budapest tho Countess Lasr.lo
Sjsechcnyl.' once Gladys Vandcrbilt, and
the Countess Higray, nee Daly, arc
leading In ltcd Cross work, while their
husbands are at the front. Count
.Sigray H reported a prisoner of the
Russians. Instead of living in a llitz
hotel, his present quarters are the
military prison In Odessa.
The palace of the Countess Szechonyi

is one of the most inagnltlccnt in Hun-
gary. But It was ruthlessly reniod-
eled for a barracks In the course of
mobilization, and now It has changed
Us character again, shelterine/sev^ral
hundred victims of \Uunsian bullets.
The countess herself, clad in the mod-
t-*t garments of the nurse, goes about
among tho beds cheering the guests
war has brought her.
Curiously enough, the countess's

cousin, the DuoIivsh of Marlborough,
who was Consuelo Vandcrbilt, is doing
much to help the Hungarians' foes.
Sl\e is the. most active spirit in Lon¬
don relief work. Besides making
Sunderland House, her London home, a
centre of activities, she has been ln-
ilucntial in directing the work of other
Anglo-Americans. It was" largely
through her that Paris Singer was led
to give his palatial country house near
Torquay for the wounded men under
the care of the American Red Cross.
MBS. ASTOH WHITES

TO ItICJtI.1IO.VI) I'ltlKM)
Waldorf Astor, Jr., Is also very active.

In the course of a leter to a friend
in Richmond Mrs. Astor, who was Miss
Nannie L.aiighorne, of Virginia, writes:
"Wo have come here (Hrlar Tor,

Yclverton, South Devon) and taken this
little house, nine miles from Plymouth.
It in just on tho moor. We took It
so that the children could get moorland
air. and we could work in Plymouth
most of tho day.
"We have had 100 of the wounded at

Plymouth foi the last fortnight. They
were wounded at Mons those first three
uays. A great many of them saw the
horrorn of German brutality and the
titorles they tell are almost unbeliev¬
able, only they tell thejn quite simply
and told them to inq tho first day they

. arrived, before they had seen or heard
of a newspaper. One poor crcature
was absolutely shattered, ho said, not
from fear of the war or guns, but. at
ccclng two Belgian women with both
hands cut off.

"I know that the Germans are doing
what they can in America tp deny these
thing*?, but J have got It from the men
themselves.plain, uneducated soldiers,
a great many of them. Tho Coldstream
Guards regiment was nearly wiped out
.oecause tho 111011 refused to fire.on the
Pelgian women and children whom the
Germans !iud put In front of their guns
at Monfe. This soldier was wounded
there aihl told me this himself."
Mrs. Astor has assisted in the can-

valesceneo of men at Plymouth by tak¬
ing them In large numbers for automo¬
bile I rips over tho moors.
Perhaps Paris has been moro of the

benevolent ministrations of American
women than any other city. It Is re-
luted that a visitor to tho Improvised
American hospital at Neullly found Mrs.
Herman Ilarjes, wife of the partner In
tho Morgan Pails banking house; Mrs.
\V. I\. Vnnderbllt and her friend, Mrs.
Munroc. all washing dishes in tho
kitchen. They hnd reported at S o'clock
every morning, declaring they were
ready for any kind of useful work, from
scrubbing lloors to assisting In tho op-]
orating cRS^bors.
ACCOMMODATION'S KOR 1,000

'IN AMERICAN 'HOSPITAL
The American hospital at Neullly,

near Paris, was established In 1906
through resident Americans and Am¬
bassador IJ^nry White. It Jfas thirty-
live beds and is one of .the finest hospi¬
tals on the Continent. Hut these thir¬
ty-live beds wero not enough for Amer¬
icans to give when war broke out. The

(Continued on Third Page.)
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NO FURTHER STEP^'
Official* SnlUHvd With lOxprcMloni

From Marconi Company
WASHINGTON, October 17..Upon

iccelving from the Marconi Company
an expression of regret and assurancethat greater caution would be exercised
hi the future, Secretary Daniels to-dayordered that no further, step* be taken
Ir regard to the sending of a messageby the Marconi Wireless station at
Honolulu, announcing the arrivingthferc on Thursday of the.German cruls-
er Gcler. .

Acting Secretary Roosevelt yester-day ordered Rear Admiral Moore, com¬
mandant of the naval station at Pearl
Harbor, to close the wireless station
within twenty-four hours unless 'the
management gave a satisfactory expla¬
nation of what the department regard¬
ed as a flagrant vlolatlon'of neutrality.
Tho message was sent during the tem¬
porary absence of the naval jcensor on
duty at the station.

Iii) transmitting the company's state¬
ment to-day, Admiral Moore expressed
the opinion that there had been no in¬
tentional violation Qf neutrality, and
advised that tho promise of greater
caution In the future bo accepted.

WAR FUND FOR CANADA
Ilnak of Kngland to Make Dominion

a Temporary Loan. ,

OTTAWA. ONTARIO. October) 17..
Canada'lias made arrangement*/ with
the Bank of England to covcr ad-
vances the Dominion requires to finance
Its war operations.
Finance Minister White announces

that tlio Rank of England has agreed
to make Canada temporary loans of
the amounts required. These will be
rcplaccd by perman«iit issues of Ca¬
nadian securities when conditions be¬
come favorable.
The arrangement will enable Canada

to keep a force of 00,000 men In Eu¬
rope at present. The Bank of England
has about $20,000,000 In gold In the
Cunadlan treasury at Ottawa.

LONDON. October 17..It Is an¬
nounced that the Bank of England on
October 21 will receive tenders for
treasury bills amounting to $70,000,000.
ThlB will be the fifth loan for a similar
amount.

.
INFANT IS CHRISTENED

Son of Mr. and Mm. Alfred fi. Vanrtrr-
bllt \au>ed for Great Vncle.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
NEWPORT. R. J., October 17..The

christening of the younger son of Mr.
and Mrs. Alfred G. Vandcrbllt, who
was born at '"Oakl-nd Farm" on Sep-
teinher 13, took place to-day In St.
Mary's Church, Portsmouth, the rector,
the Rev. F. W. Goodman officiating.
Tho child was named George, after his
great uncle, who (lle«l last March. Cap-
tain Ibaac E. Emerson, grandfather of
the baby, and W. F. Whltehousc were
godfathers, and Mrs.' Reginald G. Van-
derbilt, his aunt, was godmother. The
ceremony was witnessed by a Inrge
number of relatives and intimate
frlfends. o

" ITALY REPORTS DIRIGIBLE
Ucllcf That flnlloon Seen Wan Auk-

trlan In Aot CoDflrmrd.

ROME, October 17..From different
section's of Northern Italy It is report-
eil that an Austrian dirigible balloon
yesterday crossed the Italian frontier,
and. flying near a small village, throw-
down a sheet of paper upon which was
written: .

\'A thousand greetings from the air-
uhlp."
The war office says there is no official

confirmation of this report, and It Is
considered improbable that the balloon
was an Austrian airship. It is more
likely that it was swi Italian aircraft,
it is said.
The Mcssagero says that a number

of Austrian Rples.arc in Northern Italy
under the direction of Vice-Chief of
Police Huuiman, of Trent, watching
Austrian subjects of Italian nationality
who "nr.vc escaped into Italy.

PROTEST FILED AWAY
I'npor l)mnn Up t»y Olympic Pnnaen-

Kcr* It ci-elvrd at White House.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.1
WASHINGTON, October 17..The pro¬

test of passengers arriving in NeV York
yesterday on the'Olympic that, "unless
.the United States intervene at once,
London and Paris will be attacked and
fired by a fleet of German Zeppelins,
was received at .the White House 'to-
day. As previous protests of the kind
forwarded to the President, including
thoso directly from European govern-"
ments, merely have bcon filed away
for future reference, this went the
same way. It will not be up for ad-
mihistrativq consideration, at least un¬
til after the war.

EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
Traffic Through Pnnomii Canal Is Iu-

rrcsvlng Ilapldly.
WASHINGTON, October 17..Despite

the general check on business in conse¬
quence of the European war and the
interference of war vessels with the
shipping of belligerent nations, traffic
through the Panama Canal In the first
month and a half of its commercial ser¬
vice, exceeded the expectation of Colo¬
nel Goethals. Up to October 7, 100 vefe-
Kels had passed through the canal Blnce
vlts opening and the traffic was Increas¬
ing rapidly^, though this haS unfortu¬
nately been checked temporarily by the
new slide in the Culebra Cut.

MRS. M'KINNEY ASKS DIVORCE
News Comes As Murprlne to New York's

'.Four -Hundred."

[Special to The Times-Dlspatcli.]
NEW YORK, October 17..Mrs. Ida B.

Riley McKinney has started divorce
proceedings against Andrew .McKinney,
of the banking firm of McKinney & Co.
Thlo hews came to-day as a surprise
to the "Four Hundred," who ha\'o long
recognized .Mrs. McKinney as one of
the smartest dressers in society. It
was Mrs. McKinney who Inaugurated
at Newport, with Mrs. Preston Gibson,
Miss Harriet Ferry and Mrs. J. Douglas
Gordon, the- custom of wearing cos-
tunics doslgned by themselves. Mrs.
'McKinney before her marriage was
Miss Ida Blackstone Riley, of Washln-
ton., i

SECRETARY LANE ILL
Confined With Attack at Grippe, But

Condition In !Vot SerioiiH.

WASHINGTON, October 17..Secre¬
tary I^ane, of. the Interior Department,
Is conllned to his homo with an attack
of grippe. While his condition Is not
regarded a8 serious, his illness has In¬
capacitate him for active work.

LIFE OF PRISONER I
NOT SODREADFUL

Germans Give Their Captives as

||& Good Treatment as Is
Possible.

/ *

REGULATIONS ARE RIGID< I

Englishman Relates Experiences
While Held in Camp ^t

Muensterlager.
j r

f[Special Cable to Thc.Tlmes'-Dlspatci».]
LONDON", October 17..Prison life In

Germany Is not so dreadful, according
to the accounts of John A. F. Asplnull,
a prominent English railroad man, who
happened to be caught by the war
while 6n a tour, anti* was sent to the
camp at Muensterlager, near Bremen,
where 28,000 captives are held. Later
ho was released, and he lias just ar¬
rived here. He said to-du.v:

"This camp covcre a very large area,
and is divided into rectangular spaces
by stone-paved roads, between which
are the buildings which arc usually
used, we arc told, during the summer
manoeuvres by the German troops.
Wc were placed first of all In No. 4
Cavalry Barracks, a wooden shed with
a corrugated Iron roof. The centrfr
part of the building contained the space
for the horses. There werp two rooms
at the end, designed for tT>e use of
the men. Wc were placed In one of
these rooms with about eighteen other
Englishmen and some French and Bel¬
gian civilians. For a few (lays we had
iron beds and. straw mattresses, but
nftcrwards the beds were taken from
us and we had to sleep on the floor.
Each prisoner had to purchase, or, If ho
had no money, was given a bowl for
his food, n tin spoon, zinc basin for
washing and towels. Wc were fortu¬
nate in being placed In these end build¬
ings, as the larger part of the bar¬
rack:-, usually used for horses, was
occupied by civilian prisoners, who had
to sleep in the stalls.
"The food which was served Is the

name as that served to the troops. We
were called out at 5, and at 0 were
given a bowl of black coffee. About
11:30 we were given a bowl of soup,
consisting mainly of potatoes, though
sometimes there was some fat bacon
in It.
"Sometlmco the 60up consisted of

I peas or beans. .About C 1\ M. we were
given a bo*wl of coffee and sometimes
a bowl of cocoa. Bread was served In
the loaf every second day, and when
wc first reached the camp, the allow¬
ance was half a loaf per man per two
<laXV«. yjllch worked .out about, ftrty.Youf cubic Inches of bread pef day per
man. The' Crir'rper allowance had been
slxty-fcjx cu:1j Inches per man per ilay,
so that the reduction was considerable.
I'HISONKIIS MAIIOITKD

TO KITCHEN IIV FOLKS
"In order lo obtain their food, the

prisoners in each building were lined
up in fours and made to march down
to the kitchen under an armed guard. jTiiey were admitted into the kitchens
in twos, made to take their hats ofT,
and served, with soup from a boiler; a
soldier ladled the soup direct into the
bowls. They passed on, and were
formed into ranks of four deep, and
had to wait until all had received their
portion. The return to barracks was
then made und food consumed. Some-
times, the waits were, very loner, and
prisoners were kept standing1 from one
to one and a half hours, but this was ja mutter of organisation, and became
better as 'the camp filled up with
prisoners. s l
"The organisation after this was only

upset when very large new arrivals of
prisoners took place. Sometimes we1
did.not get any coffee at night but only
a little piece of cheeee or sausage, and jhad to go to bed rather hungry. The

(
water supply of the camp was plenti- !
ful, but I could not drink the water. It
made me' unwell. We were not per-
initted to leave the barracks between
the hours of 9 X*. M. and 5 A. M. The
sanitary arrangements connected with
the camp weri bad, but officers wore
being made to construct better arrange-[ tnt'nts. It \yas surprising how bad they
v. ere considering a large number of'
German soldiers were' quartered close ito the camp. There were millions of
(lies and mosquitoes. On certain occn-
slons prisoners got no coffee or food ati
night.

"Tills, however, was due only to im¬
perfect organizations and when it is
roallsred that there Is about 2S.000 pris¬
oners in the camp, tho difficulties of Or- jvanization will be clear. Of these 2K,- j000 about 4.000 werecivillans. The mlli- jtary authorities were extremely care-
ful to separate the soldiers from the!
civilians and to prevent soldiers of dlf-
ferent nationalities from speaking to'
one another. The Inhabitants of each !
barracks jvero practically forbidden to
exchange a word. Not only wore thenationalities kept separate, but even
prisoners taken at various times a nit at
various niaces. Thus the Belgians tak¬
en at Lllgo wore kept apart from those
taken at Namur. The British soldiers
were forbidden, to talk to tho French
and to the civilians.
HUNDREDS OF CIVILIANS

CVLIiECVED BV G13IIMA\S
"It is difficult to understand why the

Germans had collectod such a large
number of civilians. In one barracks
alone they had all the male inhabl-
tants of, a Belgian village, boys and! men of advanced age up to seventy.I They justified this proceeding by say-
ing the civilian population fired on the

i Gorman troops. Thero were a number
of Russian and Japanese civilians In

J the camp, while amongst the Britishj contingent in Xo. 4 bai racks wjeropeople from Australia, South Africa
and other colonies.
"One day a number of people, who

ware said to have come from LovLVflln. jwere brought Into the camp. Against
these tho Germans seemed to havo a
considerable ill feeling, and stated here
again civilians had fired upon the
troops. This later group Included a
number of people from the goals in
Belgium, and during the, night some
trouble arose with them, and ttiere
was a great deal of ride-firing within
a few yards of our barracks. The tir¬
ing took plf^co again next day, and a
.number of prisoners were killed. It

1 was difficult to know, how mapy, but
one of the German soldiers placed tho
number at twctrty-slx. One prisoner
hanged himself. Wc were advised by
tho sergeant-major ip charge of. us
that whenever we heard firing wo were
to lie down on the. floor, hr this was'
tho safest thing to do, and wc followed
his instructions."
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GEHIM5 III BE FOiffl |
! TO ATTACK Oil THE FRONT!

_
r !

Joining^ of .Allies' Barrier Makes It'
Impossible to Turu French

and English Line.

COMMUNICATIONS VERY BRIEF

Attempt by Kaiseh's Forces to Pierce
Enemy's Front May Be Made Be¬
tween Ostcml and Ghent.Rain
Drenches Field, of Cattle.

PARTS, October 17v.The joining oftlit?> allies* barrier butiyb^r. tlie count
nn<l Yprcs to vhat of'the existing front
through Northeastern France,' haft
maile it impossible, in the Judgment of
French military experts, to tarn the
French and Knglish line, and it will
lie necessary for the Germans to at-
tack on the front. It lias been thoughthere that such an attempt would be
made between Ostend and Client, but I
to challenge this prediction come re-
ports to-day thai significant develop-inents were taking place near 1,111c.
The brevity of receiTT'ottlcInl com¬

munications is being commented on in
Paris to-day. and the fact that fighting i
has been going on Is making the peo-
pie of the city ask If the present com¬
parative silence is not the lull pro-
ceding the storm.
The strength of the positions of tlie

allies near I-.llle. In the face of re¬
peated and unsuccessful attacks by the
enemy." has given them great encour-
agement. Colonel Kousset, the mili¬
tary critic, to-day declares it Is too
lata for the Germans to envelop~-the
Franco-British line on their left. "I
see in the change of fVjnt operated*
by the enemy, the coloncn writes, "only
an admission of increasing embarrass.
ment. German strategy Is at the pres¬
ent time a little disconccrtlng, 'and I
believe that the directors of this
strutegy are themselves completely
disconcerted.'',
A steady downpour of rain last night

drenched the fields of battle, adding
'to the discomforts of Who troops and
the difficulties of operations.
General CherfUs, discussing in an

article published to-day somo of the
mistakes made by the French and the
Germans, says the forts of Kheims
were considered Indefensible, and. con¬
sequently, disarmed and abandoned.
The Germans now have Installed them¬
selves in these positions, and for a
mouth past the French have vainly
tried to drlvo them out.
"We can derive a lesson from theso

facts for th.c rest of the campaign,"
General Cherflls continues.
"The Germans made a mistake In

leaving In Helgium certain army corps
which would hove been most useful
if they had used them Immediately
aguinst us. Now they come too lute."

RICHARD CROKER SWINGLED
Victimized Out of *25 by Alan Repre¬

senting Utinself hn Reporter.
I Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

NEW YORK, October 17..Richard
Croker, former- chieftain of Tammany
Hall, who Is now visiting New York
from his homo in Ireland, was swin¬
dled a few days ago out of $25, he
admitted to-day. A youth, who said
ho was a reporter, called on Mr. Croker
and asked him to contribute to a fund
for the assistance of the newspaper
men who bad lost their positions be¬
cause of the war.' Hlr, plea won $25
for the fund, and only to-day, when
talking with a .real reporter from
Ithn paper the young man had pre-
tended to represent, did Mr. Croker And
out that ho had beon victimized.

FI UllfiNS FORCED
TOKE NOT TO FIGHTH

______
:s

Senator Thortiaa Recounts Incident
(.rowing Out of Forcible Search

of the Metapan.

hiTutters protest in senate

Stone, of Foreign Relations Commit¬
tee, Emphatically Decldta^s That
Belligerent Nations Must Respect
Rights of United States as Neutral.

WASHINGTON", October 17..Protest
against a forcible search of the Amer¬
ican merchant ship Metapan by the
French cruiser Comic, In Mexican
waters, was filed in the Senate to-dayby Senator Thomas, lie presented a
letter from R. \V, Patterson, a pas-
Fenger on the' .Metapan. who said of¬
ficers of the Conde forced five German
young men on the vessel to sign parole
agreements binding them not to fightagainst the allies in the European
war.
Senator Thomas aGked for a speedy

investigation.
The Metapan, which, on .arriving at"

New York from Southern ports on
Thursday, was sunk in Ambrose Chan¬
nel. after a collision with tlio Jowan,only recently was transferred from
Uritlsh to American registry.
She was a United I-'ruit steamer.
Mr. F'atterson'H letter stated that the

Condc stopped the Metapan between
C.artagena and Puerta Colombia on
Sunday, October 4, at 10:30 o'clock In]the morning. Two officers and two sol-
dlers from the Conde, he said, bearing
arms, boarded the Metapan. All of the
passengers were assembled in the dln-
ing saloon, whllo the naval officers
examined the ship's papers. I.ater the
live .voting Germans, who were bound
for Colombia, according to Mr. Patter-
son, wer<)''"forced to -sign a parole in
order to procure their liberty.
AM. SKRVED TUB KREKCil

"WITH ALAtniTY"
Mr. Patterson said that tho captain

and practically all of tho officers of
the Metapan wore British subjects,
and that the captain served the French
"with alacrity." The latter said that
Isaac Manning, American consul at
Baranquilla, who was also on tho ves¬
sel. had drawn up a report to the
State Department on the Incident.
Tho protest read by Senator Thomas

prompted Senator Stone, chairman of
the Foreign,. Relations Committee, to
emphatically declare In an address that
the belligerent nations must respect
the righta of the United States as a
neutral nation.
"Much hns been said In recent weeks

concerning .the rlghtB and privileges of
belligerent nations," said Senator
Stone, "but less has been said about the
rights of neutral powers. The govern¬
ment of the United States have volun¬
tarily assumed an attitude of strict
neutrality. T-hat attitude was taken
In good faith, and every one connected,
with the administration' of thia gov¬
ernment in any one of its departments
is enjoined to maintain that attitude.
Wo recognise and undertake to concedeuiul enforce the rights of belligerent
powers under International law, but I
thought It an opportune time to say
that belligerent powers, if thoy enro
for the regard and friendship of this
republic, should themselves recognize
and strictly observe the rights and
privileges of a '..neutral power.

"If they fall to do bo, tho responsi¬
bility of violating the rights of a neu¬
tral power will' rest upon Vhcir heads.
The government, of tho United States
will maintain Its position, but it is
well for other nations to know that we
will not look with indifference upon
the violation of ihe rights and privi¬
leges- of our own government or our
own citlsena."

A' ; . - v-'>. ~ ;14 \

Ou These the Kaiser Spent, Accord¬
ing to Official t^igures, Nearly

$4,000,000 a Year.

GREATEST SYfcTEM IN WOIl^D
Since Bqeiuiting of Ifostilitles They

Have Been Detected by Hundreds
and Thousands and Then Face
Certain Death.

BY GEORGE DUFRESN'E.
PAH1S, October 17..I learn from

a well-Informoil source .that there
wore 30,000 professional German spiesIn Franco at. the outbreak of war, and
on these the Kaiser spent, accordingto official figures, 53,800,000 a year.Such a system of espionage tho world
has never seen before.
And they have suffered horribly. Byhundreds and by thousands tftey have

been detected and-' shot. In the last
two months 110 incident has been com¬
moner than to see a bogus commer¬cial traveler or shepherd' or postman
pushed up against a well with a hand¬
kerchief across his eyes and a row
of rllles leveled 'at, him from ten feet
away.
A few days ago I saw two men in

chains walking through puddles on the
.Chalons Road, with a couple of gen¬
darmes on bicycles behind thofn. Ono
prisoner was In overalls, which is a
common spy disguise, while the other
was in tho unform of a French pri¬
vate. He was a blond North German,
and his faco had, probably betrayed
him. The two were marching to cer¬
tain death.

I learn that when the Germans, re¬
treat they often lepve behind men
speaking French well, who await the
arrival of tho Fronch. and then try
to creep up to the German lines with
a report.
SIX HUNDRED SPIES

IN RHEIMS ALONE
In Rhelms alone, according to an

account I heard, they have discovered
600 spies. The champagne Industry, of
course, opiployed very'many, and near¬
ly all the spies who have been taken
had lived in the district.

It is believed by the authorities of
the town that whilo the bombardment
of Rhelms was going on there wero
spies in tho city with a secret wireless
installation, who sent directions for fire
control to the batteries three miles
away. A close search has been made
through the^town, but tho police have'
not boon ablo to discover where the
Installation, If It does exist, was
mounted.
The German devices for tho control

of artillery fire are, indeed, very In¬
genious. One of them, described to
mo by an officer of Chasseurs a C.hoval.
Is to fend 011 patrols of Uhlans, who
push right up to close contact with tho
enemy's position*), and then make
signals to tholr guns I11 tho rear by
using the \>elfrles of villages 'like
gigantic candles. Tlioy climb to the
top of tho tower, soak the rafters with
petrol, and then set flre to It. Tho
steeplo consequently burns slowly
dbwnward like a gigantic torch, and
tho guns, soolng the signal, know
wliore to fire,
Anothor method is to have, spies

disguised as shepherds moving nboutIwlth flocks of sheep In tha rear of the
French lines. These spies locate the
concealed position of tho French bat¬
teries, which are usually posted undor
the cover of woods. Then they lead
their flocks to a D^lirt directly In rear
of this position. A German aeroplane
comes over shortly after, seas the flock
of 3heep, though It cannot se\j the
hidden guns, and so Is able to signal
to the German batteries where their

(Contlnued on Third Page.)
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CRITICAL BAHLE
RAGESWITHIN 100
MILES OF LONDON

Line Stretches Through Bel¬
gium and Further

Westward.
BOTH SIDES PREPARE

TO ASSUME OFFENSIVE
Allied Left Remains Most Im¬

portant Position on

Front.

EVERYWHERE GROUND IS HELD'

Latest Advices From JofTre Also'
Report Gains at Some

Points.

LONDON, October 17..Within lOgmiles of London the ir.ost critical bat¬
tle, viewed from its effect on the Im¬
mediate fortunes of the opposing:
armies, that has marked this colossal
campaign Is at present ebbing and
flowing along a line stretching through
Belgium and further westward into
the French Department of the North;
The Germans have prepared for a

renewal of their vigorous offensive by
joining their victorious trpops from'
Antwe/p to the main army. Much more
is published In British newspapers of
Gorman reinforcements than of acces¬
sions to the ranks of the allied armies.
Meantlmo the German offensive Ik

meeting Just as strenuous an offensive
from the allied left, whlcty remains the
most Important position, as It has been
throughout the campaign. "Every¬where our ground has been held, and ti£
somo points ground has been gained."is the latest report from General Jof-fre, commander-in-chief of the French
army, on the operations in this par¬ticular field.
German forces to-day occupy Ostend,'at the northern extremity of the re¬gion where the German right wing andthe allies left aro struggling In thelatest phaso of what was once the bat¬tle of tho Alano. v

Reports reaching London say. thatGerman Imagination has been fired byth« talcing of Ostend, and the cry no\vIs not only "on to Calais," but "oh toBoulogne." v

PROGRESS OF GERMANS m"| 13 NOT REY&ALHD
- WhaY. progress, If any, the Uormans
have piiulo Blnce thoy entfcred Ofctend
on Thursday morning l« not knoyfnhere, but their next objective apparent¬ly Is 'Dunkirk. Opinion In England seeing;-to differ us to what part the British
fleet would play should tho buttle con¬
tinue to sk^rt the coast line, and tho
reports that British Dreadnought**would back up the French." British andBelgian forces from tho Straits of
Dover seem to originate in German
'sources. London papers generally de¬
precate tho importance of German db-
cupatlon of tho Belgian coast, point¬ing- out that tho British mine field pre¬
vents the enemy'* bringing ships to
oporate from tho none too spacious
harbor of'Ostend. <Tlje fact remain*;*however, that as th°e fighting gets geo¬graphically nearer'to England the pub¬lic, heretofore discussing and spebu-latlng on a' Zeppelin raid, Is bound to,ask Itself what \ylll come next.

It is admitted us unquestionably truq;that If Germany 1h able to englneov>
submarine attacks from a base furtheAr
away, Ostiend certainly would be ofl
some strategic value.
The allied left Is holding Its grounds'

At some points' It is even moving fori!
ward, having occupied Laventle, driv¬
ing the Germans back in the dlr.ection<
of Lille. One.report was that th6"Ger~;
mans had been driven out of IrtHe* but.this has not been confirmed. The presif
ence of Uhlans has been reported re¬
cently within forty miles of CalalB. 1

GERMANS PREPARING
TO WIXTEH IN POLAND

Little definite news was available
to-day of the fighting along the Vis¬
tula River, where the Russians claim
to have repulsed a German attack.
Whether the Gorman advance on War¬
saw has been permanently checked*
only the future can show. One report
says tho Germans are preparing tQwinter In Poland. . *

According to a dispatch from Petro-
grad, dated Friday, but received hero
to-day, the Russians now have opened
their attack along the entire lino with
special energy In tho south, where
General Brusslloft's cavalry is snid^tohave, captured several Austrian detach¬
ments, together with trains carrying
reinforcements and supplies. In^rortreating from Warsaw, it is said, theOvermans, lost forty-two guns Intended
for the siege of that city.

IlELATIVK aWIWT ALONG
fiUKATER PART OF PJWNT

PARIS, October 17..Tho official state¬
ment given out c.t- the Ft^lieh War
Oflice this afternoon Is as. fol,lo\V5".

"Iji Belgium the German troops oc¬
cupying Western Belgium have Mlt,
crossed the lino running from Ostenil
to Thourout to Roulera to Menlni
There is'relative quiet along tho groatcy
part of the front.
"On our left wing th.ero has biojv

no change. In the region of YpreB. on ^the right bank of tho Lys, th» allied
troops have occupied Fleurbalx, as WQlt
as tho Immediate approaches
Armentieros. '

"In the region of Arras and also in
the vicinity of St. Mlhlel we have cojjfcitinned to gain ground.

"In tho Russian Held of operations
there has been no change of import¬
ance on the front in Fast Prussia. i':

"Along, the middling reachea of tho
Vistula River the Auatro-Gerinan
armies havo been driven to the defen¬
sive; along the entire front. To the
south of Prsvomysl tho lighting. con¬
tinues. and the Russians have taken
500 prisoners." '

WILSON INDORSES GERARD :
Approve* Hi" C'*«dfdaor For United

States Senate in New York.
NEW YORK, October I?,.A litter

frpm President Wilson to James -TW>'
Gerard, ambassador to Germany, In-
doming his'candidacy for the UnlfoiJ.:States Senate, whs m*do public here to*


