3 Y y Ve / L

. e VA woNDAY, NovemmeRa e -
: e = — =

N - e ¥ d
pdimeg-Bigpalch
3 PuabMahed ¢every day In the year by
Y i The Times-Dispatch Publishing Co., Inc,
CTHE TIMES, Founded. .. o...vicr.ees.... 1888
A THE DISPATOH, Founded.......oocovns..... 1850
e e 1Y) Address all communications
] THE TIMES-DISPATCI.
y Telephone, RRandolph 1.
Fuablication OfMce 10 South Tenth
South Hichmond. 1020 ¥ull
Petershurg...........100 North Syeamaore
Lynchborg...........00 2...+.218 Elghth

Street
Strect
Stroct

HASBDROOK, STORY & BROOIKS, ING,,
Special Advertining Representativen.
New York... S aa s . .200 Fifth Avenue
Philadelphin. . .......... utual Life Bullding
ChICAagO. . covveiinnean .. People’s Gan Dulkling

SUHSCRIPTION RATES,

DY MAILL, One Six Three Onc
POSTAGIT IPAID. Yenr, Mos, Mon. Mo,
Dally nnd Sunday....S6.00 S3.00 S1.60 8§ .05
Daily only........... 4.00 ' 2,00 1.00 a5
Sunday onl¥......... 2.0 1.00 .50 .23

By Times-Dispaich Carrler Dellvery Servive In
Richmond (nund subonrbs) and Petershurg:
Dully with Sunidny, one weeli..........15 cenis
Dally without Sundny, one week....... 10 centa
Sunday only, .. O centn

If-:nt(-rﬂl January 27, 1005 at Richmond, Va,, ona
second-clnss matier nnder act of Congress of
March 3, 157D,

MONDAY, NOVEMRBER 2, 1014..

/THE TIMES-DIST'ATCH nand Drenkfnst
are served together with unfalling regu-
“larity In the Best Homes of Richmond,

Is ¥sur moraolng program complete?
Autumn Weather
OW Dbeautiful yesterday was Nalure,

ruddy, smiling, arrayed in that garh
of many brilliant hues the
builds to her order. The sky was like a
globe of amethyst, the air like sparkling
wine, the whole country, where Nature rears
her altars, filled with radiant loveliness.
And Nature had her worshipers. They
went out from the crowded city in automo-
biles and street cars, with many on foot.
They gathered autumn leaves and absorbed
new appreciation, it is to be hoped, of 0ld
Virginia. Yesterday was one of the days
when it is a privilege and a benediction to
live by the banks of the James,

Allies Finding the Men

HENCE it comes and under whose
urgency it would be dificult to say,
but there is evident an immense improve-
ment in the efficlencey of Lthe allied armies
and of the alllied strategy since the war be-
gan. The improvement shows Lo no better
advantage than in the manner by which
fresh reinforcements are hrought up to coun-
iterbalance new German armies in the battles
along the Belgian coast.

The taking of Antwerp relieved 200,000
men for the attack on the channel ports, or
s0 it was reported from CGerman sources at
the time. The escaping Belgiaun army conld
not have amounted to mere than 40,000 or
50,000 men, and the probabilities are that it
was not nearly so numerous.
the equilibrium, the allies had to make up
this discrepancy, and they have heen able to
do it without apparent difficulty.

The Fate of Pine Camp

HE statement from an authority so com-

petent as the Chief Health Officer of

the city, that the closing of Pine Camp and
the consequent removal of its tuberculous

inmates either to their homes or to a hospital !

their treatment

“would be
demands the

ill adapted to
nothing short of a calamity,’
altention of the authorities.

Dr. Levy says that to send these unfortu-
nates back to their homes would invelve not
only cruelty to themselves, hecause they are
not able flnancially to provide proper treat-
ment, but also danger Lo others. He is op-
posed’ also to sending them to the City Hos-
pital, where they will not have the advantage
of fresh country alr, of so much benefit in
cases of tuberculosis.

The Tuberculosis Camp Soclety has offered
to turn Pine Camp over to the eity, free of
any further expense than Lhe obligation to
malintain It. If there is hesitation to accept
this offer, it would appear to be based in
part on objections to estahlishing a perma-
nent tuberculosis colony on the northern
boundary of Ginter Park, and so interfering
with the development of some of the elty's
most attractive suburbs. Heditatlop is in-
spired nlso by the thought-thit” Richmond
some day will purchase a municipal farm,
whereon quarters for indigent consumpltives
may be established.

Perhaps it {8 possible to reconcile these
conflicting views. If the ¢ily took over I’ine
Camp, agreeing to operate it until the munici-
pal farm is purchased, the Tuberculosis Camp

Society might be willing to consent that its |
property be sold and the proceeds applied io |

the establishment and equipment of a new
camp on the property thus acquired.

That, at any rate, would be one way out.
The essential is that the city shall not neglect
the unfortunates the society is able to eare
for no longer. That is a ‘compelling duty,
which cannot he evaded, and which skould be
met in the best spirit of real kindness and
helpfulness,

Germany's Sea Program
ONG before the war, Lieutenant-General
Friedrich von Bernhardi, of the German
general staff, frankly announced that when
England and Germany came to blows on the
sea, the Germans would first reduce Eng-
land’s navy by the use of submarines, and
then, when they were caually matched, Ger-
many would come out and make it a f{ree
fight to a finish.
Well, g0 far as the censors have permitted

news to leak out, and accepting as probahbly |

irue a story or two from the North Sea that
has not been authoritatively denied, it ap-
pears that German submarines have slipped
up under & good dozen British ships, from
scout class to eruiser, and have sent
Union Jacks fluttering down through
vpening bosom of the deep.  So far, Dern-
hardi's boast appears 10 have heen no mere
assertion fathered by the wish, e must
beve known what he wag talking about,

It is & Httle disappointing to the lover of

4 fair fleht to read day after day of sub-
. mmarine attacks, approaches in darkness and
sllence, the demolition of millions in metal

and money, withoul a blow stfuck in defense, |

Somehow or other, submarine attack szeems

worse than bomb dropping, for one mav at

least see the aerial enemy’s appronch. But
submarine attack by the' other side would
be just as covert as by the Germans. Eng-
lish submarines haye had few opportunities
to show their quality, bhecause the capital

Street I

artist Aulumn |

To preserve!

their |
the |

, Ships of the German fleet have-been kept In
their harbors, but the English' submarines
would welcome a chance for revenge,

Soon—nobody knows how soon—the
theatre of war will be on the sea. England
{and Germany will surely face each other in
;llmt titanle struggle before the war has pro-
iceeded muceh farther. When this comes. the
grapple on land will be forgotten. There
will be nothing more tragic, more dramatic
in the whole performance, than the scene
when the nations battle at one time over the
| water, on the water and under the water
{ With aireraft, ships and submarines. 1t will
ibe o moment to still the guns on land’s
I noisiest fields. 2

Looking to the Tax Millennium

HERE is much to be commended in the

report of the State Tax Commission,
filed Saturday in the office of the Governor,
but the recommendation for the abolition of
the “land grabbers' act’” and the proposed
changes In methods of taxing rallroads pos-
sess special interest and importance.

The “land grabbers’ act” never had any
real justification, anyhow, and has none to-
day. It permits the acquisition of property
at tax sales, and eéncourages the unscrupulous
to. harry the poor and unfortunate. The
plan proposed, under which lands on which
taxes have hecome delinquent must be sold
at public auction 'and after due advertise-
ment, is a vast improvement.

As to railroads, the commission recom-
{mends that the tax on gross earnings be
| abandoned, and that a tax of values be sub-
!stituted. The basis for this taxatlon is to
i be arrived at by the consideration of gross
{and net earnings, value of physical property
|and franchises, value of securities, and, in-
| deed, of all the methods by swhich, under
| various circumstances and In various States,
| railroads are required to pay their share of
I the public expense,

Summarizing its whole labors and pur-
poses, the commission Says it has sought to
effect more complete justice in the malter of
!taxation among the individuals and corpora-
| tions of the State—to relleve those who pay
| too much and to reach with the long arm of
‘the law those who pay too little or noth-
{ing at all
| Surely, it is a fair ambition, that deserves
}tn be attained, and that certainly may be
iat!:tiuutl in part by the enactment of decent

tax laws. DBut reforms of this character
ought not to rneglect the individual. There
jare a good many pérsons, of excellent repute
:in the community, who consider tax-dodging
a very venial sin., It is true they defend
their course, partly on the ground that the
| whole system is grossly inequitable and part-
|ly bhecause “everyhody's doing it,"” bhut there
| is some casuistry in these defenses.

It is not only the {ax law that must be re-
formed before we attain the millennium to
{ which the commission looks so longingly, but
a large elecment of the population as well,
| Tax-dodging must be made as unpopular and
I:1i.=:):vrmmllla as, say, violating the speed law
Inr permitting your chickens to consume your
neighbor's grass.

Crimes of Disordered Minds
i LANCING casually through a single issue

of a daily paper, the following items
rare found—swithout search, understand:

1. A nineteen-year-old boy must die in
Ohlo for a triple murder of his om-
ployver's famlly.

Thros Inmates of the State Home
| for Feeble-Minded at Syracuse wreck
| train,

4. A digquor-erazed man in Galesburg,
1, kills his three children, wounds his
wife and commits sulelde.

4. A workmnn near Chicago murders
his wife and baby, sets fire to the house
amd leaps Into the [anes,

S A erazy Inwyer In Steubenville,
Olile, murders 0 banker amd commits
suleide, aftor demanding $20,000,

|
|
1

o A nine-vear-olid  hoy, imitating
moving pleture shows, holds up and
Iills a cltlzen of San Franclaco,

7. A girl with pyromanin fires her

fnther's house in Illinols “just to see the
chugines runt

In these days of much big news, nothing
but an oceasional minor tragedy can find
space, In ordinary times, with the vast
amount of material coming over the wire,
what one sees in n single issue of A news-
paper represents a lot more that was cut
out in editing. With seven such cascs as
thie above managing to get into print in a
tight paper, isn't it about time to think what
il means?

There seems to be not one of the seven
crimes that could not have been preventled, at
some stage. Viclouz tendencies could have
been checked in youth, insane persons could
have heen kept under close wateh, the feeble-
| minded inmates could have been, as they
certainly should have bheen, under better
control. .

How many persons are there to-day, in
Richmond and Virgihia, who are at larpge or
‘unguarded, and who have vicious or eriminal
|tendenecies?  How many parents are there
| who, cverlooking some wayward impulse of
the boy, are possibly contributing their off-
lapring to future ecriminal hiStor$? It's
worth thinking ahout, and planning about,
| and doing something about, for the disregard
| ol to-day becomes the problem of to-morrow.

What of South Africa?

ONI; thing quite reasonably certain is that
| Great DBritain has too much on its
!imnds just at present to be more than moral-
| ly disturbed by the rebellion in South Africa,
{ however important or unimportant it may
jprove in the end to be. South Afrieca will
| have to decide its own destiny.

The ties that bind the confederation to
the British empire are not much slronger
than custom and sentiment, after all. South
Africa is as entirely self-governing as Canada
or Australia. It has great and difficult. prob-
lems, some racial, some financial, some based
jon the demands of labor, none of whieh ean
be said to be wuch more than in process of
solution.

The time hardly seems ripe to cut loose
from Britain, however advantageous the mili-
tary situation may appear to be. The Boers,
the only element of South Africa’s polyglot
j population at all inelined to revoll, are a
hard-headed race, Sentiment, even though
it be the compelling sentiment of revenge,
will scarce control their action. They are
more likely to follow Botha than De Wet.

The nearer we gel (o to-morrow, the
brighter the prospeets that the Ninth Distriel
| Is going to redeem itself and return a Demo-
cerat 1o the Houde of Representatives.

The price of cotton already has begun to
jump. Old General Depression probably heard
that Richmond had stepped in to help the
farmers in their troubles,

{ ~ Ialy appears to find the mantle of neu-
tralily a most uncomfortable garment. The

trouble i{s it does not allow Italy sudlicient
freedom of action, *

 SONGS AND SAWS .

What's in a Name?
What's In o namo?
He whom we call a dunce
Will feel no further shamao
Nor do more stupld stunts
1f always In alluding to his viewy
A few resounding adjectives we use,

But stay. Mayhap . v
That very foolish wight
If he should lose his cap
And bells and =tand upright
And gain another name, might, by and by,
Become as wise a man ns you or 1,

There may indeecd be something in a name
To bridge the space between respect and
shame.

Real Untfalraess,

Dr, Pllls—Don't you cver
get glek any more?

Jones—Never, I am 'so
abominably well, doctor,
that I have become almost
ashamed to look you in the
face.

The Pennimint Sayat
The next man who tells me how to get rid
of this cold 1 am golng to induce to take n
stroll by the river and then push him in. I
have taken ndvice and trimmings until all the
drug stores and rum shops Il town have deelared
an extra dividend.

What Turkey Wil Get.
Stubbs—\What do you think will be the result
of Turkey's entrance into the Buropean war?

Grubls—Why I belleve the Sick Man of
BEurope will stop needing the services of a
doctor. Ile'll require an undertaker and an

administrator de bonis non.

Sure-Fnough Pre;:Eminence.

“Well, sir,” sald the Prominent Citizer, “there
is one thing In which Richmond holds n deserved
and undisputed pre-eminence. We have more
dust here to the square Inch, and to the cuble
Inch for the matter of that, than can be exhibited
or would be tolerated by any other community
in the United States. And we make fewer efforts
to et rid of (t.*

"“Oh, let the markels open!”
The hungry - broker prays.
“1 hnve not shorn a lttle lamb
For, lo! these many days."”
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

There is a lugubrious tinge of humor in {His
editorial comment from the Radford

News,
whether intentional or otherwlse: “The bridge
ordinance was knocked out by Council. The

fight for a free bLridge, however must EO on.
The fracholder should have the privilege of
passing on the matter.” “Passlng on the mat-
ter” sounds suspiciously llke the undercurrent
of wagglsh wit that flowed through the “rainy
day" stories the same Maginnls was famed for
in his Newspaper Row dnya,

We agree with the Roanoke News-World
and glve our unquallfied Indorsement to the
proposition that newspaper puts when It SAYH:
“Time is passing rapldly. In a few weelks the
year 1314 will slip Into history, and the year
1815 will be with us” Whomsoever would
challenge the statement, him we refer to Edl-
! tor Mlles,

Says the Clifton Forge Reviéw: “There are
two Texans In the President's Cabinet. all of
which ealls to mind that Texas is large enough
to supply the whole Cablnet and then not ex-
perience any heavy loss! 'This looks llke an
unkind cut at two distingulshed Longhorns,
each of whom, as the editor of the Ileview
well knows, was a valued citizen of Texas un-
til he made his resldence In Washington.

“Mr. Slemp moans over the $100,000,000 war
tax In time of pence,” the Roanoke Times com-
ments.  If the expectations of the Democratle
campaign leaders in the Ninth are realized
November 3, Mr. Slemp will be justified in poa-
ing as one of our very best moaners.

The Northumberland Eeho comes across with
thls suggestion: “Best wear a tle that Is nen-
tral In eolor.” What's the use” The a- ernge
man ecan't color his conversallon successfully.
And thls applies to fellows we know who re-
mind ur of the chameleon that erawled upon
a plece of plald and tried to make good.

Discussing the preparatlons mnde for a big
rally in the interest of R. Tate Irvine's can-
didacy for Congress in the Ninth, the Blg Stone
Gnp Post relates: “The Democratic ladies of
the Gap have organized themselves Into n hiand
of asslstants to make the oceaslon a success,
1t was declded that the ladles should donate
pies to the dinner, and a vote was taken and
It was resoived that each lady present should
cither donate so many ples or contribute so
muech for the purchase of ples. This ante-
election distribution of the pie secems premature
and in vielation of politieal ethics and prece- |
dent,

Curious propositions the Newport News Times-
Herald is persistently propounding. *“The de-
strorer Paulding went aground in Lynnhaven
Hay. Was she trying to join the oyster fleet?”
the T.-H. nsks. ‘But the oyater isn't fleet. Pos-
#ibly  reference to the turtle was Intended,
Agnin the T.-H.: *"We are wondering what
hins become of those Helgian hares!” German
daddy’s been a-hunting to get a little Belgian
rabbit’s skin to wrap the lttle German baby in.

| Gossip from “Down Home"

The Durham Daily Sun recites that "Caswell
|County, necording to the Yancevville Sentinel,
haz a game warden who answers to the name
of Crow; yet there are some people who in-
sist that there's notldng In a name.” Of course
not, and it Is perfectly safe to say that Game
| Warden Crow Is not so black as he is nainted.

I "Instead
| berths,
| by

of the war tax on sleeping car
the government would have made more
tnking the porters' tips,” savs the Roanoke
News.  And just think how much more pop-
ular that sort of tax would be,

The Greenshoro Record hiands out excellent
advice to its rvenders, betraying, incidentally,

its aequaintance with the fact that “for wayvs
thiut are dark and tricks that are vain” the
|m‘nlim|1’,\’ Nepubliean rivals the Heathen Chinee |
inl’ Bret Harte's verse. Save the Record: “In |
I this county and in & good many other ecoun- |
'm-s of the State, there is practically no oppo-
I sition to the Democratic ticket, a situation that
Iy likely to cause a good many to think there
Is no urgent need to go out and vole, It may
jnot be urgent In fgme counties, but It is hin-
| portant, A big slump in the vote will encour-
age the opposition, and if there is nono this
fvear, there may he at the next election. Bvery
| apirited eitizen should go to the polls nnd cast
his vote as if a close contest was fn full blast,
YIn this,county the HRepublicans are making no
I-:l’l’ort at all, go far as can be seen, but this is
no sign, They are sometimes very sgly,”

“IMid all this mnelstrom of battle whirling
in the world, It is refreshing to Tarheels to
read of the onward aweep of Carolina through,
an unbroken serfes of vietorles to culminate
In Richmond Thanksglving,” says thae Newhbern
Sun. “A trlumphant march through South Car-
olinn, Georgla and Tenneasee has ended In the
fall of hitharto Impregnable Vanderbilt, and
the palm of Southern supremacy s already as
good as won." However, the Sun is called on

to observe that Virginin beat- Vanderbilt by a
mich larger murgin than did North Carolina.
In estimating football victorles, as well as In
other matters, it Is an awfully bad plan to

| count your chickens before they are hatched,

War News Fifty Years Ago

(From the Richmond Diapatch, Nov. 2, 1864.)

The following official report from General
Loo was made public last night by the War
Department: "General Hampton followed tho
enemy on thelr withdrawal from Rowanty
Creek, driving thelr rear guard across the stream
and pursuing the eavalry behind the lUnas of the
infantry. Several hundred prisoners wero cap-
tured, and’ the enemy burned some of their
calssons and ambulances.” [

Another officlal report from CGeneral L.ea I8 as
follows: “"General Early reports that the onemy
attacked Lomax'y forces at Mllford on the 25th
with cne brigade and two ploces of artlllery,
and were repulsed. The next day the enemy
attncked with two brigades and slx’ pleces of
artillery, and were agaln driven hack. General
Lomax reports our losaes as belng slight.”

There was nothing dolng vesterday on the
north side of the James, below Richmond., Tt
being the first day of the month, military Inspeo-
tlon was the order of the day. The Yankees
Inspected and dress paraded all day, and these
things were done in plaln slght of the Confed-
eraln troops.

The wlild rumors of big fighting down the
river which were current on the streets yestor-
day afternoon arose from the nofse that was
made by the testing of some new guns at Bello
Isle, There was truly nolse cnough for a battle,
but that was all.

On October 31st, according to offlcial reports,
General Mahone penetrated the pleket llnes of
the enemy after nlghtfall near Petersburg, and
swept the line for a half a mile, capturlng 230
officers and men, and did thls without the loss
of A man. Mahone, the midget, ia always dolng
something wonderful,

According to General A. P. HIll's report to
General Lee, the number of prisoners captured
on the 27th ultlmoe Lelow Petersburg was 723.

Otey's Battery was cut off and overrun hy the
enemy In the Plank Road fight, but Iater the
intantry rallied, charged over the feld and
retook all of the artlllery and all of the men
who Bkad heen supposed to have been made
prisoners.

The sensational story of a big battle In the
Valley proved -yvesterday to have been n mere
rumor, Thera has been no blg battle since
our last reports, only a little skirmishing here
and there and artillery duels now and then.

In Charleston yesterday one of the ghells fired
by the Federal gunboats struck In a private
house where officers of the Confederate army
bearded. The shell exploded, and three officers
wern killed outright, a fourth one being severely
wounded. Thils Is the only scrlous effect the
enemy’'s shells have had for over two months.

Tweo hundred and fifty-two prisoners were

received at Libby yesterday fresh from Pelers-

burg.

Queries and Answers

A Correctlon.
iy a compositor's everslght, “Rosegll),” instead
of "Rosewell," was used as the name of the old
Page place in Gloucester In the recent statement

about the location of the Poeahontas-Sinith
rescus,

Divoree, 2
In what two countrles of the world are

divorces rarest, and In what two commonest?
Glve the figures, R, B, M.

Per 100,000 of populntion, Austria, 1; England

nmil Wales, 2; Japan, 215; United States, 73.
Shampoo.
Tlease tell me where to get the shampuo

mixture called MISS J. H.

Your local druggist can tell you a)l about It.
We do not even publish the names of advertised
articles, much less glve (ho addresses where
they may be got, and you send no stamp for
private reply.

Wedding Anniversaries.

I"lease state the recognized weddin
2aries.

Fitth, wooden; tenth, tin; fifteenth, cryvatal;
twentieth, china; twenty-fifth, sllver: fiftieth,
golden; slxtieth, diamond. The “dlamond wed-
ding” Is sometlmes located at the seventy-fAfth
annlversary., There are many celebratlons
besldes these sometimey observed, but those
given nhove ara commonly “recognized.'

£ anniver-
B.

Hurky-Buarly.

Please tell me the derivation, ete., of “hurly-

burly® of freguent use just now.
EDWARD DAWSON.

“Hurly" is an excellent old English word for
tumult, confusion, ete, and the compound form
comes from not unusual reduplleation. The
doubling Is considered to make what Mr., Weller
would call “a more meaninger word,” lnplyving
more of tumult and confuslon than the slmple
term, and “hurly-burly” ecame to Ita present
ahape by the operation of very slmple laws of
lingulstic growth,

The Bright Side of Life

A Technieal Error.
lHusband—It secemns to me that shfapnel has
been the cause of most of the casualties,
Wife—Dut, George, isn't he a war correspon-
dent; not a general?—London Oplinion.

Hard Times Everywhere.

The Fisherman (soliloquizing)—This day last
veiar [ cavght twenty-five,and to-day 've Leen
here seven hours and haven't had a bite. This
confounded war is spoiling everyihing.—Sketch.

(in the Veranida.

“I love the bunny hug."

“I don't Know IL,'" sald the yvoung man regret-
fully, “but I'm & bear 4l the plain old-Tashioned
tariety.”

And then the
behind a eloud.

moon considerately withdrew

.

A Pleasautl Call.

“And you actually went to ask old Bollinger
for his dnughter's hana?"

“Yes, T did*

“How'd you gel along?’
. “Fine. Notl the least bit of trouble. e talked
war talk all the tlme I was there and nover
Eave me a chance to say a word.'—Cleveland
Plain Dealer.

A Hidden Parpone.

Mre, Drown (a visitor)—"What a
able neighbor you have next door!”

Mra. White—"Yes; bLut 1 don't condemn the
man. He 18 disagreenble for the sake of his
Loye. Ile is trylng to exaspernte me so I'll
put up a spite fenca that they can use for a
backstop,"—I"uck.

disagree-

Under Harvest Moon,
Last year the harvest moon looked
On hounteous fields of grain,
A peaceful scene where lovers strolled
Along the shady lane.

down

In happy homes the mothers sang

Their evening lullaby,

And Iittle children had no fear
Of danger lurking nigh,

‘Dut now the demon wnar 15 loosed
And terrors fill the night,

The dangers of the burning home,
The dangers of the fight.

Mothers and chililren hide and wait,
They listen, fear, and pray,

While shells are bursting all around
And armies pass thelr way,

To-night upon the harvest field,
The moon is shining brighl, f
Where soldier forms lie mute and still
WiIith faces ghastly white.

Oh, what a reaping! Oh, what loss!
The flowers of earth cut down—
The volce of mourning'in the fleld
And by the ruined town! )
—Springfield Repifblican.

),
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'SHADE: “DID YOU HOPE TO |
'SUCCEED WHERE [

FAILED?"

One of the Day's Best Cartoons.  *

—From the New York Evening Sen.

AMERICAN MERCHANT MARINE

The Southern Commerclal Congress,
in advocaecy of the Alexander blll, now
pending In Congress, providing foy the
establishment of an Anierfean merchant
marine, prepared
ment in angwer to erdticlsms that have
been advanced against the rropasol
measure. The announcement from the
White House convéys the Information
| that PPresident Wilson favors the en-
actment into law of the Alexander
bill, and that the administration will
put forth every effort toward that cnd
when the sixty-fourth Congress con-
venes,

The committee on the merchant mao-
rine of the House of Representatives
In its report of September §, 1914, on
the government ownership and opera-
tion of merchant vessels ‘in the for-
olgn trade of the UnMed States, sald:
“We shall not discusa the desirabil-

.
ity of having an American merchant
marine. We will nssume thal there
Is no difference of opinlon on that
point*

No one can honestly take lssue with
that statement of the commitiee,

In order to establish an American
merchant marine, the above commitice,
after full dellberation, favorably re-
ported a bill authorizing the govern-
ment, acting through n shipping Lioard
compored of members of the Cabinet,
under the direction of the D'resident,
Lo acquire and operate merchant ves-
sels in the foraign trade of the, United
States, these vessels also to be avail-
able asx naval auxillaries.
ORJECTIONS DEVELOP®

I'IROM TWO SOURCES

Objections to the shipping bill now
before Congress have developed from
two sources. It was to he expected
that there would be objection by ship-
ping interests, which have been reap-
ing the benefit of Amerlean
in the foreign shipping trade. 1t was
‘nlsgn to be expected that eertain finan-
ycial Interests and thelr aflintions, es-
'lmolnlly those interested in foreign
shipping, would object to a govern-
ment merchant marine,

Opponents to the hill have advanced
arguments to sustnin  their position,
hut not one of them will atand analysis.
Many newspapers and periodicals are
opposing the bill, but_ the fact that
they enjoy considerable advertising and
ather patronage from the steamship
lines nnd the financial lnterests that
are opposing the bill, may go far Lo-
wards explaining their position on this
great question of an Amerlean
chant marine,

J. Opponents to the ball says that
there aro a large number of ships at
present in American harbors unnble to
get cargoes, hence there Is no need for
a government merchant marine,

A recent investization has proved this
[not to be true. Ships seok eargoes at
all times, but the preseint chartering
market Is very firm; aml when the
question of foreign credits is =ettled
aml eommerce begina to move, as it
must very shortly, there will be a posi-
tive famine in ships. ns over 5,000,000
tons of German and Austrian shipping
are completely out of commlssipn. to
say nothing of the large number of
British, Frenelh and Russian merchant
ships, which have been taken nver by
their reanective governments for trans-
ports and naval auxiliaries.

There are, all told, conslderably lesa
than 100 American ships in the forelgn
ttrade in the whole world, Including
all of the ships which have just taken
Amerienn reginstry to 2ecure the protec-
tion of the flng on account of the war.
None of these ships is jdle. Therefore,
aven though there were hundreds of
Idle ships in every American harbor,
It would .not alter the necessity for
passing the shipning bill now hefore
Congress, as all such ships would he
forolgn ships, and the obiect of this
bill is to establieh an American meoer-
ehant marine,

LACK OF ATTRACTION
FOIR PRIVA'TE CAPITAL

2. Opponents to the bill say that if
the government will not enter the ship-
ping buginess, yrivate capltal will pro-
vide an American merchant marine.

This I8 rather inconslstent with their
slatement that the harbors are full
af ldle ships, for, if that 1s true, private

capital will find no attraction :n the
chipping business.
What likelihood is'there Lo oblain

private capital fo this new business,
cspecially to the amount contemplated
by the shipping bill, $40,000,000, when
long estnblished, going concerns find it
impossible to oblaln money except at
heavy ratea s
When the city of New Yorlk must pay
7 per cent, including bankers' commls-
efons, for a loan:of $100,000,600; when
the State of Tennessce found it most
diflicult to obtaln a loan of $1,400,000,
‘it is quité certain that private edpital
will be unable to provide an American
merchant marine, especially as It did
nothing In the matter while the oppor-
tunity was open during the.past fifty
Vears, 3% YL
(8) Opponents to the bill say that

the, followlng wtate-|

Inactivity |

mer- |

the government will lose money In thix
Duslness,

i This argument has been thelr favor-
ite one. The bugnloo ol Ingreased
tixen, “loss of the initlal Investment
| every three yvears,” and much more of
| thessame nature, has been cirenlated in
| an effort to defeat the bill, .

The shipping business is one of the
MuEt profitable In the world, “Speclal
IMplomatic  and Consular Reporgs,”
!’ Dage 30, save:

“The White Star Line, in 1810, earned
A net profit of 40,000 pounds sterling
o a capltal of 750,000 pounds sterling,
|nt'u-r writing off 370,018 pounds ster-
i Ung for depreciation. A dividend of

St per cent was pald In that year,"

' The Holland-Amerika Line earned
about 50 per cent net on |ts capltal
(during the flseal year of 1918, The
| Hamburg-American Line earned about
{80 per cent net during It fiscal yeur
{of 1813, ‘These are only a few spe-
leltle instances of steamshlp line earn-
|Ings. They are not at all unusual, but

are the regular thing in the shipping = =
| businegs.
| F. B, Dixon
town and operaty

Co., of London, who
(o . a  large fleet  of
prtramp”  frelghters, showed varnings
l..r about 50 per cent net last year,
which proves that ateamshilp earnings
nre large In the Irregular services as
well as In the regular <Jines, In fact,
the profits of the steamship buslness ?
are wo large that frequently the en-
jtre cost of a ship is earned in twe
| years
| The question will arise, why have
hot Americans gone Into such profis-
able business? The answer ls, for the
pEnme reason that Americans have neg-
{leeted the vast foreign export trade—
| they have been too busy with thelr in-
{dustries at home.
iut, unlikte the export trade,
i(‘.nl‘.ll manufacturer ecan work up in-
| dividually, to establish an adequnate
pamerchant marine is so large an under-
(laking at this time and {nvolves so
large an amount of money that, If it
{ia te be done at all, It must be done
‘l.y the government.
RIGII'TS AS NEUTRALS L)

AS WELL AS DUTIES

(1) Opponents to the bill say that
(there will be danger of the United
State violating neutrallty if it operates
merchant ships at thls tlme.

The report of the Commlittee on the
Merchant Marine savs:

“We huve rights as neuirals, an well
as dutles to be be observed, * ¢ =
| The President will have the State De-
iparunent to advise him oy all ques-
Itions affecting our rights and dutles
l:m neutrals. * * * We ghould sasume
| that the P'resident and shipping board,
JIns the exerclse of any powers grant-
¢l or dutles Imposed by thia bill, will
| keep well within our rights as neu-
Ltrals”

(5) Opponents to the bill make an
alternative proposition Lhat we should
bulld up an American merchant marine
'y granting subsldies.

Subsldy  seekers have managed to
cereate a bellef sthat the merchant ma-
rines of Furopean countries, eapecial-
1y the merchant marlnes of the two
greateat maritime countrles In  the
world, Great Britain and Germany, have
been built up by granting subsidies to
its shipping. Nelther of these coun-
tries grant subsidles, except to a very |

which

limited extent, and. for very special i
service, \ |
The Hamburg-Amerlcan TLine, the

largest and perhaps the most success-
ful steamship company Iin the world,
‘his never received a subsidy, A mod-
erate subsidy was granted by Great
Britain to the Cunard Company in con-
nectlon with the steamers Maurelania
and Lusitania, but that was chiefly to
keep the (:unnrﬂ‘(:ompmu' from selling
cut to the Jdnternational Mercantile
Marine, the ecambinntion organized by
Jo I Morgan & Co. Over 50 pey cent
of the total tonnage of Great Britain
does not receive a farthing of subsidy-.
It will surprise many to know that
the Unlted States pays a larigger sub-
sldy to four American ships—owned by
the International Mereantile Marine—-
namely, the New York, Philadelphia,
St. Paul and St. Louls, than is pald by
any forelgn nation for similar service.
This coluntry pays to these ships an
annual subsidy of ahout $735,000, and
obtalna practically nothing in return
for this, except the carrylng of the
mails on  these steamers, which, at |
regular rates, would amount to only f
a trifling fractlon of the amount’ of
the, subsidy. As a matter of fact, mostL
of our mail goes forward on forelgn
ehips, na they. are much faster and they
sall more frequently, the subsldized
Ametlcan  ships  being . among the
smallest and most out-of-date steamers
in the north Atlantic trade, BN, £
The extraordinary large profits in
the steamship ' business show *that
steamships’ can be operated profitably
under the Amerlcan flag without.a sub- "
aidy, In spite ‘of .the somewhat higher ¥
wages and better living requirements of
Amerlgan seamen, » AP T




