
thanks to the enterprise of some capi-talists, whoare willingto invest largely
in rebuilding this portion of the city,and others woulddolikewiseIf the land-holders would only show any liberalityin regard to rents, which it is said theyhold at such exhorbitant terms, thatfew capitalists can be found foolhardy ienough to ventureupon an investment.It is to be hoped these gentlemen willMe thefollyoftheir course, and become itractable andliberal?if not for theirown inukes, why for that of their beautiful«'ty A great many wooden shantiesii',vebeeu put up at different points inthe ruins in which the proprietors art-doinga small business.in a small way,nelling lemonade, spruce beer, green ap-ples, sour orangesand molasses candy.In passing up Main or Cary street tothe Spotswood, we walk for half a mileamidruins surrounding us on all sidesand go gropingour way through broken
granite and piles of blackened bricks,now avoidinga tottering wallthatswaysin tin wind, and threatens to falloutandcrush the carelesspedestrian, now draw-ing back on theverge ofa cellaror otheryawningabyss. How different the pic-ture four years ago, when these greatthoroughfares werecrowded by the eliteand fashion of the city, it* wealth and"solidity." How have the mightyfallen! Ruins of Richmond, ye are fitemblems Of itsmined denizensI Rroken
bricks are broken merchants, tatteredand torn walls fit representatives of itsimpovori-hedpeople. Fallen and pros-
trate columns, that oncestood forth in
graceful beauty, ye are the beauty antlfashion of the Southern capital, whoseglory has departed!

These ruins do not include in theareawe havegiven the .State CourtHouse northe War Department, the former of iwhich is in the public grounds, and In a icompletewreck, nothing but the walls
being left?and it now serves as] a
kitchen for the soldiers, where we
judge some "judicious" cooking is exe-
cuted. The War office was at Hie upper
angle of thesquare,on theblock opposite
the SpotswoodHotel. Itwaaa fine large
brick building, of which scarce one
brick was left upon another. The offices
of war beingat an end, the War Office,
went quietly and quickly out of exist-ence, ami the .Secretary started on a
visit to Cuba, where, it is to be hoped,
he will enjoy himself and the flavor of
an occasional tine "Havana" while he
meditates upon the grief he caused the
peopleof Richmond by the destruction
of their beautiful city. As the lire wasblown in great flakes to different parts
ofthe city, houses weredestroyed,orpar-
tially so, far from the scene of the great
conflagration, and many were with
difficulty saved by the exertions of the
ownersand their employees. Tht? Whit/TOWspaperaglfc. HstTaJBO the Sentinel,
wsElrßßVeral timeson Are, but escaped
"with but little damage. All unite in
declaring thnt droves of negroes joined
with the Penitentiary convicts in break-
ing open the stores and exchange offices
und liiing litem, after having secured

-all that was portable and valuable. AH
likewise, unite,tvv»i£is_. eivvtit to the
Federalsoldiers, under Weitzel, for their
noble oflfo'+s to stop the conflagration,
and auiuit, freely and thankfully, that
tot for them the entire city would have
been destroyed.

But I must now carry the reader to- ruins, caused by the bunting
Petersburg railroad bridge.'

5 This noblennd useful structure, eleven
-hundred yards In length, spans the
JamesRiver at the foot of Bth street,
mid was a very c istly work. Prepara-
tions had been made on Sunday to burn

-~i% and the timbers Yvere completely
saturated with turpentine. At seven
o'clock on Monday morning, and while
thefire lower down wasraging, Rreck-

| enridge rode up to this bridge on his
i war horse, and tlireeted the torchto be

applied, which was instantly done, and
then accompanied by his brilliantstaff*; the Secretary of War galloped to the

L xpar, taking the road leading to the
North-west. Theflamesfrom thebridge
soon conannin icated to the railroad de-
pot, and the government works on
eithersideof Bth street. Thelaboratory,
alarge three-storybuilding, wasthe first
to takeAre, and as this was full ofshell,
and shot and grape and canister and
prepared amniunitiasi, the pyi-otechnfo
display soon became grand and terrible.
The loaded shell withwhich the build-
ing was filled, began to explode, and
ware thrownto a greatdistance, causing
much havoc amonghouses situatedse\--
eral squares distant, and preatly fright-
ening theremaining inhabitants, though

?fortunately injuring no one. For nine
hours the explosionsfrom the shells in

"the laboratory were continuous and
unceasing, sounding like the fearful
wageof terrific battle. Thefirecontinued
to rage in this localitytill it had des-
troyed all the warehouses and arsenals
between Eighth and Fifth streets, and
theriver and canal, and crossing the ca-
nal destroyed several buildings on the
oppositehillside. Many of thesehouses
were occupied by poor families, who are
very much incensedagainst the authors
of theirwoes They lost all they pos-
sessed and were compelled to flee for
their lives to avoid theshell which were
flying in all directions and exploding.
The VirginiaState Armory, a linebuild-
ing usedby the Confederacyas an arse-
ir_aa__was among the most valuable
bufldings destroyed in this quarter. It
joinsthe extensive and celebratedestab-
lishmentknown as theTredegarWorks,
which escaped withoutinjury. Several

" large tobacco warehouseswere destroyed
here together alth many fine buildings,
and the ruins present avery gloomy ap-
pearance. Where the laboratory stood
are heaped up tons upon tons of round
shot, shell, grape shot and canister, and- pieces of bursted shell,old iron, debris
ofevery description cover the ground
for squares. The loss of property and
the appearance of theruins in thispart
of the city would be appalling Indeed
but for the greater calamity which;
commencing ontheoppositebank of the, snail extends through the heart ofthe
city and include* It*) _io->t \ auable pro-
perty.

From Gamble's Hill, the highest
eminence in the west end of the city,
these ruins aud the surroundings
present aa appearance st once grandand picturesque. There, at our versfeet, rolls the majestic .lames, overwhose rocky bed and amid Whose thous-and green isles,theclear watersflowwithceaseless roaA The soft music of theirthousand tuneful tongues in bofM to tin-earby the Ihilniy breezes of the South,and it seems like a dreamof fairy laud!HOW enchanting the scene! in theback-groundusniulleastellateddwelling,built to suit the fancy of some admirerof theolden time romances, guards therear, while far awayin the front looking
southward and eastward, and all roundthe visual line, a succession of bills andvales, covered by soft verdure ami treesof luxuriant foliage,meet theenraptured
glance far as the eye can reach. Dotted
overwith beautiful cottagesund gardens,
and meadows, nnd cooling shade-places,
superb mansions upon lofty bills, plea-sant cottages hidden amid roses and
lillies in the lowly valleys! "Fair us
a garden, of the Lord,"?more beau-
tiful than the famed valleys of Greece?
where nymphs and fawns were wont to
sport with the fair keepers ofthe Thesu-
lian flocks-are the suburbs of unhappy
Richmond. Tbeeyefnllsneurer.unilri'sts
upon thepretty little town of Munche-
ter nestled amid the thick foliage of a
thousand trees, and its miils contin-
uallyhuniiningtheeheerfultuneofindus-
try. Then comes the .lames River, with
its fiercely roilingitiid foumingnnil sport-
ing rapids, causing a myriad of minia-
ture Niagaras, as im waters sport over
the rocky bed; and now right under the
eye lie the ruins ofthe upper district,
reaching to the iron-works in the west,
and to Eighth street towards the rising
of the sun, and there almost joining
with the Main street portion of the
ruins, and making the scene of desola-
tion continuous from Fourth to Fif-
teenth streets.

These are the principal ruins of the
city, but away down towardsRocketts,
in thevicinityofthenotoriousLibby, andthe somewhat renowned Castle Thun-
der, therewas another incendiarydrama
enacted, and two or three squares suf-
fcieu more or less, all because there
chanced to be a tobacco warehouse situ-
ated in thevicinity.

The area ofthe conlbiyrations, it is es-
timated, includes about thirty-live
squares, in the most business portion of
the city -thevery centre of trade and
financial operations. All thebanks, in-
stirunceam! brokers' offices, and several
hundred line stores, warehouses, hotels,
restaurants and other buildings, were
the victimsto this mad net. The entire
loss in money is est?stated at twenty
million dollars; and we think this calcu-
lation will' fall short ofthe truth. In
lß4r>, the writer witnessed the great In
in Pittsburg, by which nearly onehnlf
of the business part of the city was de-
stroyed, togetherwith steamers in port,
and as he nowremembers, jll, js ??_ pre.

1tared to say that the disaster at Rich-
mond is at all eansj to that most terrible
conflagration. Rut ttp peopleof Rich-
mond feel it more heavily, and it has a
very depressing influence upon them,
as It conies at a time when they are
wholly unprepared, and unable to bear
the loss.

Never before in this nation has there
been a community so impoverished, so
pauperized, we might say, as the people
composing the old inhabitants of the
capital of Virginia. The evidences of
povertyare to be met with everywhere.
In the mansions of the aristocracy, us
well as in the hovels of tbe lower or-
ders. In theirdress; the shabby appear-
ance of their houses; the carpetless
floors, and unfurnished parlors; the
empty shelves in their shops and stores;
and the universal evidencesof ruin and
dilapidationto be met with on all sides,
prove the fact, which they do not at-
tempt to conceal, that money is almost a
stranger to the pockets of the people;
nor have they anything left that can
be turned Into currency. Even Midas,
would And it difficult to comply with
the demandsof Bacchus, and transmute
allhe touched into gold ; though could
such a miracle be performed in their fa-
vor, a heavy load of care would be re-
moved from the minds of this sorely-
tried people. Shop-keepers on Main
and Hroad streets stand in their doors
and gaze longingly up and down the
streets, looking in vain for a customer;
and should a chance visitor from the
North, with pockets plethoric of green-
backs, or a recently paid soldier, chance
to favor them with acall, it is looked
upon as a special God-send, and they
make the .most out of his custom?for
theirprices in most articles are enor-
mous. They have not got over Confed-
erate times and thehigh rates that then
ruled?and ifyou go into a place of bus-
iness, a citizen is disposed to charge you
a dollar for looking at him. Vegetables
and garden truck and flour areabun-
dant,and quite low, but living keeps up
to the Confederate standard. They
driveaway all who come hither, either
to settle or do business, by theirexorbi-
tant exactions.

Everything but newspapers, is dear?\u25a0
and these are cheaper than in any
othercity in the I'nion. Rents too are
beyond all reason, and amountto a pro-
hibition of attempting to do business
even by the heaviest capitalists. The
people whoown the houses and lnnds
are apparently indisposed to encourage
.tnitalists, and seem determinedto pur-
suethe dog-in-the-mangerjtolieyagainst
all new comers. Some idea may be
formed of the poverty of the peopleam)
theirutter helplessness when the fact is
rememberedthatall themeansthey pos-
sessed was in Confederate scrip, worth
two cents per dollar. Ina moment this
became more worthies* than blank pa-
rsjr, and thelittle wealth they had took
to itself wings and was gone. Depre-
ciatedas wasthis currency,still it served
thema good purpose, and from all ac-
counts they werenot as badly off"as one
unacquaintedwith the facts would nat-
urally suppose. It is amusing to hear
men talk aboutreceiving salaries of five

hundred to a thousand dollarsper week,
and they will inform you that withthese
s llariestheycouldobtain moreofthe ne-
cessuriesof life thanthey can nowfor for-
ty orfifty dollsrsperweek in greenbacks.
We see many farmers from the country,
and they mostly appear cheerful and
hopeful of the future. Their only trou-
ble is the indispositionofthe negroes to
work and the scarcity of money tore-
new their stock and farming imple-
ments, still they do not despairof being
üble to produce soineting likeorderfrom
the present chaotic state of affairs.
Sonic of the merchants are furnishiiig
them with the necessary implements of
industry on a pledge of their crops,
which Is a very good as well as a very
old plan in the South. Long before the
war it'was the custom of planters to
mortgage their growing crops for sup-
plies.

In political aflairs there is very little
discussion among the people. They
were of course all Recessionists, and gave
(kill faith and credit to their leaders, us
long us they had a soldier In the field;
but when thecrush cnme, and further re-
sistunce was shown to be hopeless, they
quietly and gracefully succumbed to
what they accept as the fate of war, and
yieldwithscarcelya murmur. There is
but littleofthat sulleiiuessthat we hear
spoken ofdisplayed by any class. They
aremore sorrowful than angry. A set-
tled gloom or melancholy pervades the
souls ofthe people; they mourn for their
heroes slain,und theirdeparted wealth ;
hut they will not admit that they have
lost unything on the score ofhonor, or
thut myshould beattalnted withtreason.
They wish to return quietlyto the walks
ofprivate life, and desire never to hear
the beat ofdrum, blust ofbugle, orrourof
gun again. They want no more war?
nor will they huve it, if in their powerto
prevent such v culamity in future. They
think, however, that the people of the
North should cease to mock at their ca-
lamity, and that a magnanimous nation
should treata fallen and conquered, but
gallant and heroic foe, with less severity
than some ure disposedto do. Their re-
spect for Generals Lee and Johnston, is
veneration itself, and they are grieved
lest Da\is, whom they all esteem,
should he treated with undue harshness.
Although they acquiesce in the fact
that they have been overcome, and ex-
pressa willingness toperform till thedu-
tiesofgoodand law-abiding citizens, they
do not expressany sorroworregretforthe
pun they huve taken in thepast. They
are I'nion men now, but do not desire
to makeany busty or boisterous display
of theirrenewedloyalty,or loud-mouth-
ed recantation of their late alleged
errors. They are satisfied with the re-
stored Union, but would have preferred
Southern Independence; they ucknowl-
e_ge slavery to be dead, butwouldrather
it hadlived Allthcyaskisthatthcyniay
be let alone iv theirsorrows,tillthedays
of theirmourningbe finished?and that
noneshall intrude upon the privacy of
theirgrief. Wit h opening tradeand closer
connectionwith thepeopleof theNorth,
and with the establishmentof a sympa-
thizing political party, and a gradual
decay of the hatred engendered by the
late bloodystrife, good feelingmayagain
return?but thepeopleof theNorth must
bide theirtimewith patience,whilethey
continue the work of conciliation, which
a majority of themhave so happily be-
gun and with such goodresults.

There are hut few negroes in Rich-
inoinl, and those here are mostly em-
ployed. They are quite temperate
in spirit and fast returning to reason.
The soldierstreat themsometimes a lit-
tle harshly, and Sambo consequently
tries to keep out of the way of the blue-
jackets. We have no police, and no
civil authority, save that of Governor
Plerpont, and he doesnot pretend to ex-
ercise any police jurisdiction. Amounted
patrol] occasionally rides through the
city, and here and there a sentinel slow-
ly walks hispost; but they donot inter-
fere with any of the citizens. Thous-

"ands ofreturned Confederates are in the
city, who have doffed the grey, and
quietly retired to the walks of private
life, anil are seeking employment as a
means for gaining a livelihood. The
people and the Federal soldiers and the
returned prisoners fraternize, antl freely
associate, und the best feeling seems to
exist. Every soldierin Richmond might
safely be removed and no disturbance
would take place. The rights of all
would be respected, and Governor Pier-
l»ont would need no other protection or
body-guard than the fast increasing re-
spect of the people.

In the neighborhood of the Spotswood
Hotelbusiness is quitebrisk, and things
generally have a lively appearance. A
goodmanynewbuildings arebeingerect-'
ed in the vicinity, and a numberofenter-
prising capitalists from the North are
opening stores and preparing for busi-
ness. On Broad street,where thecentre
of traffic has been established since the
lire, considerable trade is done. Here,
too, there is a magnificent theatre, the
new Richmond, built during the war
under the management of Mr. Ogden, a
line comedian, where a good company
hold forth nightly to very respectable
houses.

The churches, of which the city can
boast many that are truly magnificent
in architectural design and finish, are
thronged every Sunday with devout
worshippers. The ladies are generally
dressed plainly but neatly, and the gen-
tlemen in a becoming manner. Three
of these edifices stand near the Capitol
grounds, antl their tall spires are the
most prominent objects that meet the
eye in the city. Each vies with theotherto get an inch nearer Heaven, and
they all apparently succeed. In one ofthesechurches, ou every Sunday, Gen.Robert E. Lee may be seen, dressedin a
simple suit of graywithout any insignia
of rank. He livesvery retired, is never
seen upon the street, and keeps strictly
to the terms of his parole.

The press of Richmond is the most
lively featurein thecity. There arefour
dailypapers, all doing avery respectable
business. The Times, edited by Mr.
Pollard, seems to take the lead. They
are all good enough Union papers, but

Istrongly opposed tohanging, to con-
ition, and to negro suffrage; and in
c questioiiH arefair representativesof
lie opinionin Richmond. The Whiff
vneil by W. Ira Smith, who made a
int' here in the clothing business,
being from the Ninth, to avoidcon-
ation, he bought into the paper
ng the war. When the Federal
ps arrived, he at once changed hit
\u25a0se, took full chargeof the paper, anil
eout for the Union. The Commercial
'etin is a very excellent paper, but is
edecidedlySouthern in itstonethan
other journals. Its editors are
Wedderburn, son of Dr. Wedder-

1, of New Orleans, and Mr. Dimitry,
of AlexanderDimitry, ofthe same, well known in the Republic

Letters, and Nicaraguan Diploma-
tic Republic is under the

rol of Mr. Lewcllyn, and is said
be ill the editorial charge of Mr.

Hamilton, formerly of the New York
Times, and who established the New
Orleans Times. He occasionally Invokes
the muses underthe nomine tieplume of

Eiron Rang, and is a good writerand
ry sterling I'nion man; but liberal as
iilil be desired in bin sentiments, and

thepersonification of a conciliator. So
much for the Press of Richmond. Its
ability in former times was not doubted,
and there appearsto have been no fall-
ing off in that respect iv the hands of its
present conductors.

The Legislature is now in session in
the State House, which unfortunate
building is in a \-ery decayedand dilap-
idated condition, and needs a complete
renovation. It is very much in thutuie condition that the State is at pre-

nt, nnd is therefore a fitting rcpresen-
tivc of the ancient Dominion.
And thus ends my tirst epistle from

this once beautiful, but now almost
ruined city. Seated, like Rome, upon
sevenhills, and surrounded by the most

richanting scenery. I have never seen
more delightful town, or one better

adapted tobethe seat of fashion, refine-
ment and empire. A. P. B.

sas
_

Restoration of the Rights of Voters.
The following is a copy of the bill re-

storing the rights of voters, which was
passed by the Virginia Legislature on
Thursday:?
" An Act entitled an Act prescribing

nieaus by which persons, who havebeen disfranchisedby the third articleof the Constitution," may be restored
tothe rights of voters.
" Whereas, in theopinionof this Gene-ral Assembly, the timehas arrived when

it would be safe and expedientto restore
to the rights of voters certain persons
who are disfranchised by the provisions
of the thirdarticleof the Constitution,now, for the purpose ofso restoring suchpersons,

" He if enacted by Ihe GeneralAssem-
bly of Virffinia, That every person DOS*s'.-s-iiig in other respects the qualifica-
tion* of s voter under the Constitution
and laws of the State, who has taken,orshall hereafter take, the oath prescribedby the Amnesty Proclamation of thePresident of the United States of the2Bth of May, IBii.r>, which oath is in the
following words, towit: ' I dosolemnlyswear [or affirm], in the presence of Al-
mighty God, that I Yvill henceforth
faitbfully support, protect aud defendthe Constitution of the United Statesthereunder; and that I will, in like man-ner, abide by, and faithfully support alllaws and proclamations which havebeen made during the existing rebel-lion with ? reference to the emancipa-tion of slaves." And an oth to up-hold antl defend the government ofVirginia, as restored by the Con-\cntion which assembled at Wheel-
ing on the 11th of June, 1861, whichoath is in the following words: "I dosolemnly swear [or affirm] that I willsupport the Constitution of the UnitedStates and the laws made in pursuancethereof, as the supreme lawof the land,anything in the Constitution and lawsof the State of Virginia, orin the ordi-nances of the Convention which assem-bled at Richmond, on the fifteenth dayof February,eighteen hundred and six-ty-one, to the contrary, notwithstand-
ing; and that I will uphold and defendthe Governmentof Virginia as restoredby the Conventionwhich assembled atWheelingon the eleventh day of Juneeighteen hundred and sixty-one:' shallbe entitled and qualified' to vote formembers of the General Assembly andall officers elective by the people,'sub-
ject, always, to the laws in regard tovoters and voting not inconsistent withthis act: Provided, however, that thepersons excluded by the terms of thesaid proclamation from the benefit-thereof, excepting those embraced inthe thirteenth class of such excludedpersons, shall not beentitledor qualifiedto vote as aforesaid, unless pardoned bythe President, as providedfor by saidproclamation.

"Section 2. This act shall be in forcefrom its passage."
sfi i.

We copy the following card from theRichmond Times of yesterday. Theeditor isnot in a good humor:?
To or? Readeiis.?Having been sent, for and notified by the proper miliiarvauthority, that our editorials for the r.astmonth, and more especially for the last.__ I_5_ YeVc .off«*sive, and areonly cal-culated to incite "anger"and bitternessS? «*£" .^i*-1>?y us ) and thatunless,the 'tone' and "policy-" oftheTniESareehungeditwill IJO suppressed; and pre-ferring still to commune with our manyreaders and patrons, rather than .ton(for money is not our aim,) we ask tlieirkind indulgence for the anstneeofma*UcK *f° Xat,ona,«'"Btote pub-
Our effort will still be topleaseand en-tertain our readers, though views of"greatpith and moment" nfay notbed_!

CTtd « at !*\u25a0" to our --ofumnsSatisfied that ourembarriissed positionwill be appreciated, we wlll?«le_vorTconform to tbe demands made ok usC. H. Wynne, *
ProprietorTimes.

\u25a0?? *Tm R.vi or IvrEas9T.-One of the important quetion. now engiunw, tbe attention of the Legislatorsth»t ofthe legal rule nf bxtsfsst The legal rate I. noI six per rent, and iiny
,
ontract fur more than that is imlid. This Is universally agreed to be absurd. The lawas passedprofessedly toprotect the ignorant againit t ieosorien, and failed wofullv of its object, v all husiassmenknow. Thi-rawas more shaving done under it thanif it had not existed. As much as ten per cent, a mout ihas been paid in this community, another bad effectwthat capital in the hands of law-abiding per?, ,drawn out of th. State to place,where interest *?_,"er. The proper plani» ts fix the legal rate of i,a

,
only where there I, no contract, but to SSmS ill .tract, for no matter what rate. If the £_*-___mTmSSI m\\mlT3arZ wl" ""«dth"re b Jn\m\m\m\mT«m\ wTLSS . raf -a""-
mimd Republicofyesterday. »nH.ies.?RkK-

i-i-..1 R?,b*.rt £ uld< Lieutenant-Colonel Hatch lf-i _.Cwnngton (l»te Confederate __.?.._ « JJ"Th- "J-'Jur

Stu Norfolk fast
FRIDAY, JUNE 88, 18ftr t._: =__: _______==' _?L :?-

All i-oniniiinii-iiliims ri'liiling l» Imsiiiw ni»ttw» ruti-
ii,.M with thin pa|iir slumlil be addrasssd lo 15. M
Blown, Norfulk I'mt. All cniiniiiiicatiniis psHststaf I"
i:,lii"i ml inKilos, iii.l nil lurrospoiiiliiiii- iiitiliiliil for thi'
|,'i|mr shoiiM !>,\u25a0 ssstrsassd to John rim k. Editor.

Ailvi'ttiscrH are rsssSsM to hsinl iv tln-ir silverUm*-
iiirnts lii-liir,' six I,'rlork iii tin- cvi'iiiiijf. jiri-vjnust,, jmlili-
i-Stii'll.

V*wssa*S mill nrwslioyii as*?_g Wwrs will *ts**s
Inure Ihi'ir orilcrs si thirullliliiiK-riH'lli tin- i'V,llin_ |irr- j
vimiH. bsfjt* nix o'clock.

Mnvliiw v Brothers, Hmikiu'ller* anil Ststimiers, Hlo ail-
thinilcil SKi'iits t" sill tin- Norfolk Fad. Blnl all onli-n
left with thi'ln will In' iillillili'il lo til.' saliH' in if left nt
the cllii'i' of |ii]liliration.

S. M. I'i'ttiTtiill A' Co. mi' niitlii'iixi'il Ailu,rli«iiiir Agi-nl"
for the /Kit in New York ntnl Bostok

WATER FOR NORFOLK.
We trust there is some body and pur-

pose in the discussion upon the subject
of supplying the city of Norfolk with
pure Yvater. Water is a necessity and
the city itself should take the matter in
blind, andpush it to completion. The
building of the works would give em-
ployment to laborers?to the returned
soldiers?and that is a consideration just
now. That the water is needed, is be-
yond dispute. Half the cisterns and
nearly all the pumps run dry during the
summer, and people are obliged to en-
counter very serious inconvenience in
their searches among their neighbors
for waterfor cooking purposes.

Plans and estimatesand sun'eys are
alreadyin existence, and littleelse is
needed beyond energy.

We venture to -say, that the Yvater
could ha\-e been introduced long agofor
less than the cost of the rain-water cis-
terns ; and Yve Y-enture further to say,
that the taxes on the water debt would
not exceed the ran now expended an-
nually to keep the cisterns in repair.?
Let us have a supply of Yvater, by all
means, and at once.

-?>?\u2666
THE CITY ELECTION,

Which takes place to-morrow, pro-
mises to bea livelycanvass. The friends
of the candidatesare working vigorous-
ly, uiid both side* are confident of suc-
cess. Mr. Tahh, the candidate of one of
the parties, is a lawerand a very aecep-'
table gentleneis. Mr. Stone, too, is an
upright citizen, and his election is urged
by enthusiastic supporters.

\u25a0«*_«.
_

The Provisional Brigade, 24th Army
Corps, Army of the James,Brevet Brig.
Gen, M. T. Donohoe, commanding, has
been mustered out of the service, and
are n?w sailing Fastward, in the direc-
tion of their mountain homes. The
brigade consists of the 10th, 12th and
l.Sth New Hampshire volunteers. Then
regiments have done good service dur-
ing last year's campaigningin Virginia,
and Gen. Donahoe now returns to civil
life, attended Yvith all the honors that
distinguish a brave and generous sol-
dier. The 148th New York, Col. Mur-
ray, has alsobeen musteredout, and are
on theirway home, Rrevet Colonel F.L. Manning, late Provost Marshal of
Richmond, is theLieutenant Colonelofthis regiment, antl has gone North withhis companions bi arms.

-*\u2666\u2666_?,

The beautiful and usually quiet' littletown of Flushing,Long Island, was thescene of a terrible firemen's riot onTuesday. The various Are companiesof the Long Island villages, togetherwith delegationsfrom New York amiHronklyn, had assembled to have a trialof theirengines, and thousands of upec-tators, men, Yvonun and children, werecollected in the main street of the townto witness the sport. Soon after thecommencement of the proceedings anattack was made on one of the ma-chines, and instantly a wild scene en-sued, pistols, knives and stones beingfreely uHed by the combatants. Thelight lasted for a considerable time, andit is reported, that during its continu-ance, threepersons werekilled amifortyor fifty wounded.
-»_«

We publish, to-day, a most completedescription of TheR UINS atRichmondOur correspondent has spent severaldays on the ground, in order to fully in-form himself, and the story he tells isat once graphic and sad. This is webelieve, the most comprehensive'des-cription yet given of theruins.
" '\u25a0« ,

European News.
The steamship Asia, which touchedat Halifax on Tuesday, brings two dayslater news from Europe.
The reported threats of the Frenchgovernment withregard to Mexican em-igration were confirmed antlplaced in astronger light.
The Emperor Napoleon has returnedto Paris.
Railroad slaughter in America wasfindinga parellel in England.United .States five-twenties remainedstationaryat«7. British consols closedon the 10th at 90J a OOJ.

*?*»
End of the Rebellion Abroad -The rebellionhas been officially buriedinEiirope. Earl Russell has pronouncedits brief funeral oration in England, ,mche "confederate" flag will no w,iaknown upon the seas.
It is a curious coincidence that Hoiland and France, the first powers to recognize theindependenceof theseStates,should be the first powersalso to reco.nize the end oftherebellion and t_Tl_

construction ofthe Union re

Th. Lynchliurg (Vs.) frnnblicaiof W«| nM,,_. _
"Leaf L.fnt,'.,,1..

___________
?_ ii-lty,.lout 10,000 , «h« d " h!";r'i;w » rthu"»« ia th.s£?a*i^^iasgsF-_s>^

prmiHl.. ?__f_a»W_fs_SSLt___"_! "f ,7'*2','lO(rpruUr hsuds that It b b33L__-__"e0" \u25a0 \u25a0 If__\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0?" 3.the.mountTuTlb_ Mk° 5 ?***b_t Informed upon tho subjoet
__ll"1Taim "' ""?i- aaarl. '^^^hv^^^^^^U

\u25a0till rem UU '\u25a0"?\u25a0h ftftteriog the dock, buton TmMli lutdfag Q__jot___i,_g outside

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.
Mrmv.or Nostsirx Hn-A large uml rH«]iectable

meetingof uu'rcbants ami business nion from tho North,
resilient and clUiens of Norfolk, convened last evening
st thi. City Hall, for tin- purpose of giving expression to
Hieir sentiments with regard to the approaching charter
election, and lo tender their cordial supportto those can-
didates for cityoffice who most truly represent the loyal
rltixeus of Norfolk. C. Pepper, Esq., was called to the
chair, and the ticket which had heeu nominated and pel*

Beted the previous night hy th Iraon pure" I'nion
Convention wasread. Mr. Lockhart raid he hoped some
gcntlcm,iiprcscut,who were giftedwith thepowers of ora-
tory, would give expression to the sentiments by which
the Northern nun in Norfolk, who weredeatimil erelong
to he the rulingpower in the city, wen' animated, where-
upon Mr. l'etcr Schlelcker, an oratorical gentleman, of
great power, strengthof lungs, facial expression nnd per-
fection iv gesticulation,sprang to his feet, and proposed
that somebody make a speech? that half a dozen persons
make a speii'h,and finally that it was absolutelyneccos-
sary that Judge Huend should speak. Mr. Schllecker waa
greeted with tremendous applause, which he
seemed greatly to relish, though we should uot
suspect him of vanity; nor does he appear
to ho fond of notoriety. He is decidedly a modest
man. ami rarely permits himself to he heard in political
gatherings. In fart, he is a quiet, unostentatious gen.
tic man, lunch given to attending tohis own business?
aud meddles but seldom lv affairs of stute or of his neigh*
Isirs. lleiugoneof our first citizens, It is not easy to he
seen how Norfolk could dowithout him. A few more
such gentlemenas Mr. S. in our city, und |Ki|itica) safety
wonld be as secure as our commercial prosperity is cer-
tain. Judge Snead said that as he was uot a Northern
man,but a Virginian, he could'nt see that he had any-
thing to do with the present assemblage,nnd would pre-
fer to hear some gentlemanfrom the North?and he re-
fused to speak. After several ineffectual attempts on the
part oi Mr. Schlelcker to induce somebo'ly else to speak,
it was finally suggested that there would be no impro-
priety in Judge Snead's speaking, as the call did not con-*
line the meetingexclusively to gentlemenfrom the North
It was then uuanltnously voted that the Judge should
make ,1 speech. He took the stand, and in a brief and
eloquent address reviewed the status of the several can-
didates for the Mayoralty, and arrived at tll.i
conclusion that Colonel Simon Stone was the only
" siruou pure I'ulun man now up for that office,
and as such was entitled to the support of all loyal
men. whether of the North or South. He culled upon the
Northern men toratify his nomination, because the fact
oftheir espousinghis cause would have a salutary effect
at the North, nnd prove to the press aud peoplethere who
were the real Union meu si Norfolk. He denounced Col.
Tahh, as an unsafe and unreliable man, who hiul been cith-
eron the fence or In fellowshipwith the enemies of tbe
country throughout the war, and who would receive the

support ofthe entire*disloyal element in the
Oty. He thought there was great danger to he uppn-
hendi-d should the secessionists, who had fulled with the
l-Hj-onct, succeed with the ballot. Iv inch anevent the
prosperityof the Slate would be retarded, and Northern
uicuanil capital excludedby legislation from her borders.
The rebel Virginia debt would be paid, and the Cnited
States debt repudiated.

Judge Snead'sremarks w.re enthusiastically iipplaud-
isl, and he was several times inUrruptedhy Mr. Schlicck-
,-r,with the Solon Shinglisb, exclamation, 'justso I" "jnst
so!'-all of which was in keeping with his quiet and un-obtrusive character.

Mr fockart then introduced a series of resolutions,
which were ordered to be published, ratifying tbe ticket
headed hy Col. Stone, expressing full confidence in his
?citriotism uud ability,and pli-dgingthe men ofthe North
to his supportal the polls on Saturday.

Theseresolutions were unanimously ndopled, nnd then
amotion was mail,, to adjourn?when Mr. Schliecker,
agniliarose gracefully from his seal?which was n front
seat?and iv his usual modest anil <|iiiet way, proposed
lb,- .ippoiutnientof any number orcommittees, and the
collection of large sums of money to carry on tho election
in the true nnd legitimate Baltimore fashion.

Considerable discussion arose on this point, but after
Mr. I/skhnrt very seusibly and energetically remarked
that he did not think Ihe Northern residents oughtlo
lake any prominent part in the election, but that mod-
,-sly would la, niori' bssMEksf in them, at least until
they hail liecome better acquainted with the people; and
also that he thought It _ duty thai profierly devolved
iiism the I'nion peopleproper of thecilv toprovide ways
and means for currying on the election, and to see that
tho pollswere properly nttenibsl to, a vole was taken
and Mr. Schlelcker s variouspropositionswere laid onthe(able.

Mr. Isickhart then said he wus willing and ready tocontribute towarils payingthe expenses of the rauvass,and after Uu- adjournment would carry round a sills-scription list for thatpuriii.se.
T,IP " "ng then adjourned, to meet nt the polls on

Saturday next.
-*>_-»

I.vsoo-m, Yt-ai.-A villainous looking negro was ar-rested yeslenlny, aiidhrougbtbefore MayorBelote at the in.stance of the colored keeper ol \u25a0 respectable ball, on llcharge of stealinga linen coat, a pair of pants and an
overcoat from him. Tinkeeper of the ball-room answeredto the name of Owens?a fact that goes far to establishhis Celtic origiu?and in his testimony he was suportod
l.y a blushing mulatto Chloe and a ronl-black Rose. Tholetforth were, that the alleged thief, Benjamin

cum to deball, an' nx to go in on de free lis,
were frec-and de door-keeper luf hiu, i?. i (ui slalrs lutodoballroom, and ho make mighty freo-wid de colored ladles. De nex luomiu- dis childlook for his bundle of close, and de close want1 how. Dey was clean done gone-haddisap-
ubstantially. De nex day I sec dat.tarnigger int, big as life, wld de very same Identical close on' hay on uow-nud dose mine But de overcoatshar." The colored ladles from tho respectablelionahle dauce-housc ftilly corroborated this stoivHilled the cb the. 'on beingquestioned, iutiated that he wus an mm-d injuredman. Saidhe hail heon a soldier ? hadwn from City Point, and bought the clothes fromn the steeet; but could give nofurther r.cconnt ofHis old cloths, he had thrown into the rivernnlng the stolen oust. His guiltwas evident, andor told him If he would return the clothes heiot prosecute him, In consideration of his having'olilier. Benjamin still persisted that lie was mno-I, when ho was told that the clothes he had onc taken from him he -aved in,acknowledged theent with anofficer, procured the overcoat and hl?lies-a suit of ragged blue reginieu.als_a ,,d re-ocourt. Owen received his gurmeuts, »?? 1,,f,-in 1,1,recovered property-whileBenjamin waswith a gentle hint to make himself scarce a,M already too many thieve,iv Norfolk to admitngrnentation of the number

vi hU) Swo,D.-Wc mmmt.m yesterdayat the store ofMessrs. Lockharti Stluer, o? Mainid were gratifiedwith asight of the ,Wlir_ wl -?cd men of Norfolk nnd Fortress Monroe havehadtured as apresent to Major General Bcnjamau F'ho, during hi, administrationof thisdepartment'
venerationof thecolored racebythe Inipnrtiilitvurse toward, them. The weapon is a fine swcTuechanlol skill, and reflect, rred.t alike on thend the donors. It i» .staff sword, the hilt ?_?__mented with gold, and a knight's head set Inarms, ai.d the guard of _old ingeniously carvednounted with one very large dlamoLd and ,?'of fair proportion,. The blade, whi, 1, Is one_
?s manufacture, and almost equal to the lamo
io much adnii.cd l,v theSpanishKnight, ofold. !icly ornamented with battle scene, on the oneontho other with the American CoatJ.l. a\u25a0b.em.T,,e K .bbardlspl_Mw[~~

of the warlike Psllos, l7w orl".Held of asure,,, with diamond.. There ?following inscription onthe scabbard: «£££
*r_?:for,h.w.r,an,lwmhavs(olw -»«.

-»c_.-Nixon'. greaT New York Circus I. .k

_,' "* Vt r «cely seen so excellent ?,, I..i"\u25a0.nation ,v an equestrian cnmrT, _
n*t"an occasional vi.ltor to therlrc?T?_ .nd 7...umberofye__e won't

I' Thehone. or. in better condition ~-J mettle .?? ? u _lity ,h.n ; ZmS<y
" «. performtheir act. w?? ? »_._ Ihe clown. _,? mar, ,??? UMJ| " .f0*"lie novelty of origin.]!,, whi . .1 ?-* *-Brothers .nrpM. _.?.,_,

« Zlal_* ,"" *»»-«"ls, we have
l> very f__rf?- to _._?,,, «\u25a0«? "spe-e bu.ins_
klndoff_K,wlUon ,lJu

d;;nd 'here U .cerUin
actor., ?i? 0116J J h** -.c eye. to ,h.

"ovem.nt they ra<_-e !_.,,?
, '"uddcring .t every»dUda.h_ld«_, V. /I0"'? fa" '° +? -S

thing that aires n_i
d'fficult to say whether a

*c_aw veryIk-nan?,""! _"'UW \u25a0*\u25a0*»*»_,3 "".uniul and very Is.i.i i. »"-ir i«« .undth. "*"

j?itouisliing acting of the ln-autlfiil white boV** Oeneral
Scott. Had we not seen it we would s< mcly I mv*be-
lieved that . horse, orany other .;i, ilrn,.-, M ba
brought to such porfection uf training The eiitiri j?.r
fonnnii.-p ia I'xcelliiut iiml our , i/,,,ns slionl.l promptl)
.vsll tlinnmelves of the opportuti..j to witness it.

ArracTlNo.?A laior colored BstJSSS applied t,, tho Mayor
fmtmmmf, for awarrant to have her .laughter, agirl only
nineteen yearn old, arrested ami returned to the maternal
douilcll, :,- ahe had left home to lend n life of depravity.
The Mayor informed lur that under uncli clreumatanci<a'

it- law could afford her no relief; and if N KXsM itwould In- a useless tiiwk lo endeavor to restrni ihc^irl
mi the course alie had adopted, lie related lliat onl)
c lu\u25a0 before the liusliiiiel ofa uoiiiau who had been
vliifn depraved life, In this city, fur nine months, ban

MB* down from Petersburg and applied to hjin to rom-
-I the woman to return home to him and her four chll-

ren. lie adviseil the forgiving and sorrowing hiialuiud
.lisiuuil the worthless thing and return home?which

le concluded to do. Thecolored woman listened to the
ayur, and plead for official iiid; but when she round. re was no help for her, she left the rourt weeping and
owlntr great maternal anguish.

-»\u25a0
TlOl SSRENAni! 10 M.IJ.IR fIENSKAI. ChiRLSS K. U*l-
m, at his residence at Portsraonth, last evonlllg, was
grand affair. Indeed, it was mom like a great-laave-
klng than n serenade. Itwas know n, that the Ooneral
d Mrs Orahaiii were to set out for New York to-day-
be taste, "it may be for yenrs and it may be forevei"?

aud their numerous friends jiialHted upon paying their
pcmuuil respects to him as an offlccr anda gentleman,

d he ia both. Contrasted with other military exits
the seem- was very marked. All wish Gen. Ul-liam all
lapphu-He In the future.

THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT,

GoY-enior, Frances H. Pierpont, Ma-
rion County.

Lieutenant Governor, L. 0. P. Cow-per, Portsmouth.
State Auditor, L. U. Webb, Norfolk.
State Treasurer, W. W. Wing, Norfolk.SecretaryCommonwealth,C. H. Lewis,

Rockingham.
Attorney General, Thos. K. Bowden.

AIDS TO THE GOVERNOR.
Colonel I). H. Strother.
Colonel George H. Hart.
Lieutenant Governor L. C. P. Coyy-

per, Presidentof the Senate,Portsmouth,
('has. H. Whitohursl, Norfolk City.
F. W. Leuiosev, Princess Anne and

Norfolk.
S. W. Powell, Aceoinac anil North-

ampton.
Wm. F. Mereior,Loudon.
Thos. P. Hrown, AlexandriaaudFuir-
T. 8. Tennis, Elizabeth City,WarwickA

antl York. A
BOOn ok DCbWIATXB, IJ. Madison Doyyucv,Speaker,Loudon|

A. L. Hill, Norfolk City. V
P. It. Wood, Elizabeth City. 1T. 11. Kellan, Accomao. J
Wm. H. Gibbons. Accomaci "1. It. Birch, Northampton.
Reuben Johnson, Alezandria.Allen Harmon, Alexantlria.
Job Hanxhunt, Fairfax.
J. J. Henshaw, London.
Enoch Huislip, Prince William.
It. '-* \T.i-li, Norfolk. -J. W. Itrownley, I'orlsntouth t'ity. /7j

SKKTt'H OK MOVKKNoR I'IK.RPONT. 1
Hon. Francis HarrisonPierpont, I inv-l

ernoi-ofVirginia, isa nativeof Virginiaß
and in the fiftieth yearof his age. Hel
was educatedat Mea'dville College, I'env J
sylvania, and after his admission to th!bar removed to Mississippi, where 111
continued until Uu- year lsitl, when bl
returned in Fairmiiunt, Virginia, hil
native village, where the breaking milofthe rebellion found him. GoveriuilPierpont's subsequent career in thecon!structioii ofthe Stateof West Virginia!ttJovi rnorship of that State and In!

leqeent accession to his present
hi, are all quitefamiliarto the put

* .oieriior Pierpont ia both an abluu, honest man, ami is in all regrds 1
eiienl no the arduous rcspoiisibilitit of J
bu prcjseat position. f

t.IKI'T. GOV. 1.. Oi I. (WVI'KU i
isa m.tive of Isle of Wight eou;ity,Vii 'iihia, a lawyerby profession, and islift, years of age. He has heretoforeser il several sessions in the General
As ii,bly of the State, and was former-ly a ' ild line whig, of ihe Henry Clay?nd John Minor Botts school.

COL. C'HAKI.KS H. I.KWIS, »» -
Secretairyof State, is a native of Itiitck-Inghanh county, Virginia, and a directdescendant of the Lewis family,\ go
famed in the annals of the State (forcopiotif. intellect and broad statosnuan-slilp. Colonel Lewis Is a lawyerby ibro-fesslon, and atone timewas editor"of htheNational American, wherein he dis-played generous abilities as an able audvigorous writer. He belongedto tbe'oldwhig school of politics, and has throughlife been a staunch upholder of theUnion. Inperson, Col. Lewis has beendescribed as being tall without beingungraceful, has dignified und courteousmanners, while his intelligentand man-ly countenance is calculated to inspire' confidence and commandrespect.

HON. WARREN W. WING. j
[ Treasurer of Virginia, wherein he haslivedfor twenty years, is not a nativeof,theState; but the beginning of the re-»hellion found him a resident ofNorfojlk; whence he was elected to Congress, Afterwhich he was appointed Postmaster <\u25a0Norfolk. Colonel Wing is an able anlintelligent financier, and his abilityanlindustry willlargely conspire tosuccess!fully rejuvenate the shuttered pecuui|ary resources of the Commonwealth. I

THE GOVERNOR'S CONFIDENTIAL AIDSj
Col. David IL Strother (PorteCrayon Maid to his Excellency the Governor, is anative of Martinsburg, Virginia andwaseducated in Philadelphia and Car-'inonsburg, Pa? and studied painting ivNew \ oik,under S.F. B. Moore, in theyears MM and 1837. Col. Strotherwentabroad in 1840, visiting Franc** Italy 'Germany, Switzerland and EnglandReturning, from IRiS to 1880he contributed a scries of brilliant sketches t»Harper's Magazine. He participate,

in the late rebellion as a Union LieutenantColonel in the engineer servicelasan Adjutant Generaland as chief ofstaff, retiming in the fall of 1864, froi*which time, till his accession to U?Governor'sstaff, he was it (Effete Ifte;
COL. GEO. H. HART,

Private Secretary and Aii-drCanip to*the Governor, is a native of N-'w York
city, übout twenty-fiveyears o age, andcameto Virginia in 1802,and \u25a0 an ex- _Jceediugly active, InteUlgrat anl polish- Ied geiftleinan. He is the t'oungestJ
memberofthe State gov3rnm*ut, ami!baaserved In the rebellion with valor"; and fidelity iv the rank of Li-'Utenant« oloncj, being madea prisons*

I B.vri.n ij.itin, fcnSSttjV Colonel nf thi- TJ'rtv-fourth\u25a0 I w *~ rk Vl,liint«rs, luts liiin apunintnl tfiilcil StatesBr? r'r »M»dUlrirt. Colonel ÜBhi In M rressnt ai I reiiJeiit of Ihi- State of New York. A

Arrivels at the Atlantic Hot J___________|
-" ve-a'r.fc1 TT\J-L-l, ? V '____________________\u25a0

A T»??a K ? T , WiKKlbridi. V ________________\u25a0johu w.rti«___|

N ? « - »
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