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A FEW PLAIN WORDS.

In the plan @f President Johnson for
the reorganization of civil government
in the seceded States throughthe agency
of Provisional Governors, he seems pur-
posely to have left to the people the most
unlimited freedom of action. Thereis
not even a suggestion as to whatshould
or should not be incorporatedinthe new
constitutions to be framed, except, per-
baps, that they must recognize the abo-

lition of slavery. He has given thesq

people the means whereby they may re-
habllitate the State, but the manner, the
style, the peculiar formation, so to speak,
of such rehabilitation he has left where it
properly belongs: solely and exclusively
with the people themselves. Inthis we
discover much wise statesmanship and
political sagacity. He is responsible for
the plan—the people of these States for
its successful execution. He has “‘open-

eda way of salvation,” but the people | iarceny, if a party takes property under a fair and bona
are free agents and may accept or reject |./ideclaim of right, he will not be guilty of stealing, #o,

it. If they form constitutions accepta-
ble to the President and Congress, these
States will be proclaimed “‘out of a state
of insurrection,” and in the Union,<But,
suppose they fail in this ‘*‘consummation
so devoutly to be wished,”” what then ?
Why, undoubtedly, they will be
kept in a state of tutilage under Provi-
sional or Military Governors, until they
do frame constitutions which are accept-
able. The President will say tous, I
gave you a full and fair opportunity to
work outyour own salvation, and if you
have failed the fault lies at your own
door, not mine, It becomes, then, a
matter of vital importance to us to ascer-
tain, if possible, what kind of a Consti-
tutionwill be acceptable to the President
“and Congress. And thisis nota difficult
task at all. 'We have only to change our
old constitution by recognizing and in-

LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.

Marvor's Covrr.~—Several peace warrants were issued,
and & number of persons were fined for running vehicles
without licences, and noi being properly marked. Those
who Lave not complied with the ordinances “in such cases
made «nd provided for,” had better do so atonce, as
tho constables are on the gui vivefor all delinquents..

Commonwealth vi. Nunan, charged with a misdemea-
uor by malicious trespass, &c. It appears that Corcoran,
the complainaut in this case, and Nunan, purchased con+
tiguous leaseholds. Nunan, the defondant, under the
color of title, removed from the small space used asa
lsne, for the mutual accommodation of both, water casks
placed there by Corcoran. Ellis for Corcoran and Sharp
for Nunan. This case was argued by the respective
counsel from “Genesis to Revelations,” and the full merit
of the law was brought out, pro and con,and various
authorities cited to sustain  each argument.—
After argument being closed by the counsel, the court
gave the following opinion, viz: * The Court is satisfled
that a small space in the rear of lot leased to F. Decordy
in the yewr 1849, by Mrs. Lyden” Milhado, was, by the
convention of parties dedicated to the usoof the co-term.
inous tenants. Mrs. Chapman, by explanatory deed, da-
ted August 5th,1850, recognized this small space in the
rear of Decordy’s lease, now Corcoran’s, and disclaimed
title thereto. The Court is satisfled that Corcoran was in
possession of this small space at the time this trespass
was complained of, and that the wateér casks removed by
Nunan, under the conviction that the land on which they
stood belonged to him, and occupied a portion of this
space of land.  The Court calls atteution to the nature of
trespase asa civil proceeding, and trespass declared by
statute to be a misdemeanor. Trespass in civil proceed.
ing is an offence against the possession of another. The
ground of thisaction is the injury to the possession. Any
actual p will maintain this action; it may be
brought by & fgnant for a number of years, at will or suf-
france. A tenant may bring action against bis landlord
{f he wrongfully fntrudes upon him. There is more re-
quired, in the opinion of the Court, to justify the pro-
ceeding for malicious trespass, which 1s declared by sta-
tute to be a misdemeanor, than s required to maintain
the civil proceeding. In the opinion of the Court to constl-
tute maliclous trespass, it must be shown that the party

itting the trespassacted ly without thecolor
of title or claim of right. The Court decides in this case
that the act of trespass complained of was committed
under the color of title and claim of right, and therefore
adjudge the defendant not guilty. The Court cites the
authority in Dye's case, 7th Grattan, 622, viz : “The acts
to punish malicious trespass were intended to apply to
acts of trespass on the property of another without color
of title or claim of right, and not to cases where there is
a bona fide claim of right to property,” asin the case of

under the statute, if a party, under a fair and bona fide
claim of right, cut down a tree standing on the lahd of
another, he will not be guilty of a wiliful trespass.

———————

Tae TRckING LaNps ARounD NorroL,—We all live by
the field, the forest, and the sea. The tillage of the
earth is the oldest employment known awmong men,
Adam had a garden and fruit trees in Eden, and it was
his employment to dress and to keep it. Thealluvial lands
around Norfolk for 100 miles, resemble, in a high, degree’
the original Eden. They only require to be tilled to
produce the most astonishing crops, and the tillage itself
is of very easy accomplishment, An old farmer at our
elbow, informs me, that it is no uncommon thing for
farmers who understand a thing or two, to buy a farm,
and make enough off of itin three yearsto pay for it
The income from the five articles of peas, strawberries,

Glimpses of South Garolina Unionism.

SANANAANAAI I

‘“ Agate’” furnishes the Cincinnati
Gazette with a detailedaccount of a con-
versation which took place at Washing-
ton between himself and a prominent
South Carolinan, a friend of Governor
Perry, and now an officer of the Pro-
visional Government, on the speech of
Governor Perry, at Greenville, and the
political questionsof the day, We quote
the greater part of his letter:

Not unnaturally I began the conversa-
tion with Governor Perry’s friend, the
delegate, by asking if this speech was
really genuine.

¢ Oh, yes! I was on the platform, be-
side the Governor, when he made it.—
But, you see, the latitude in which a
speecg is made makes a good deal of dif-
ference. Down there everybody thought
—I myself among them—that it was an
extreme radical Union Speech!”

““What! where,” he said, for example
“that no man in the State could feel
more bitter humiliation and degradation
than himsslf in being forced back into
the Union? Is that what you call in
South Carolina radical Unionism ?

My impetuosity surprised my sallow-
faced friend. Turning his eyes in wild
astonishment upon me, he said philoso-
phically:

“ To understand Perry’s speech, you
must place yourself in the stand-point
from which he spoke, and remember
the object he had in view. Because they
fail to do this, I have observed that some
Northern newspapers fail to see the
force of the speech. He was endeavor-
ing to win these people back, and to
coax them into sending Representatives
to Congress again. To do this, of course
he had to conciliate the prejudices of all.
There is no better Unionist in South
Carolina or in the whole South than
Perry !”

‘Do you mean that he never was a
rebel 277

‘ No, not exactly. To be frank with
you, we were all rebels. The North has
never understood, and I doubt if it ever
will understand, the absolute unanimi-
ty with which, after the war was begun,
we all supported it; while there was
any use 1n it, we resisted secession; but
after the State seceded, our district,
which was always strongfy Union, sent
more and better volunteers to the war
than any other.”’

‘“You mean, then, that after secession
was accomplished, the former Unionists
became more violent rebels than the
rest; and that, practically, not a soul in
the State remained true to the Union,
except the negroes ?"

‘““Well, T suspect you are a little mis-
taken about the negroes. They’re very
ignorant,and most of them were and

“ And if any considerable Portion of
that party were to propose lightening
the taxes by repudiating (in reduction of
interest or otherwise) part of the debt
incurred in subduing you, W?llld you be
very apt to unite with them?”

“Idon’t know but we would, but I
can't say; for as yet we are giving no at-
:?ntlgn to anything except re-organiza-

on,”

Recurring to his admissions concern-
ing the bitterness of the original seces.
sionists, Iasked: * ‘What security will
we have, after political power has been
fully restored to South Carolina, that the
secessionists may not regain control of
the State Government, and prove as

estilent as ever—if not in the eld, then
in Congress, and in the old expedients of
obnoxious State legislation?”

“Oh! abarrel of cider never ferments
twice.”

““What material changes will the party
which you and Governor Perry represent
?_rog;;\,se to make in the State Constitu-

ion?

“We'll make it what it never was be-
fore—Republican, We'll take away the
electors from the Legislature and give it
to the people. So, also, with the elec-
tion of Governor, which has heretofore
belonged to the Leglslature. We may
strike out our property qualifications,
and will equalize the representation in
the State Senate.”

‘“But what about the negroes ?”’

““Well we want to have them indus-
trious and orderly, and will do all we
can to bring it about.”

*“Will you let any of them vote?”

“That question, too, has not been dis-
cussed. The people have been takenu
with getting their civil rights restored,
and have given very little thought to
otherquestions. Nobody could stand up
in the State who should advocate pro-
miscuous negro suffrage. Itis possible
that a few might be willing to let the
intelligent negroes vote---after some
years, at any rate, if not now.

“I helieve you let the sandhillers vote.
Don’t you know that the disfranchised
negroes of Charleston are infinitely
their superiors in education, industry,
wealth and good conduct ?”’

‘“We really don’t know enough about
the Charleston negroes in our part ofthe
State to say. But, of course, the house
servants are inteliigent. They were al-
ways very much indulged,”

‘It has been common here to say that
the severest punishment that could be
givenJeff. Davis would be to put him back
at large among the Southern people he
has ruined,”” wassaid with a view of turn-
ing the conversation away from a sub-
ject evidently not very agreeable.

‘ Tndeed, you’re very much mista-
ken,"” exclaimed the South Carolinian,
with more warmth than he had yet man.
ifested; “'I’'m almost afraid to tell you

are governed by their master’s notions.”

Recurring to his statement that Gov,
Perry had been trying to coax the South
Carolinians to come out to theelections

potatoes, peaches, and tomatoes, exceeds all belief, and
the profits on these things are purposely kept secret by
those who are the most successful in reaping them, These
lands, under proper management, throw entirely in the
shade the gold placers of California; for a ferm here,
while it affords the owner a good home in refned and
settled society, amid churches and schools, brings him al.
S0 & large surplus nguinst'il rainy day. Besides all these
advantages which these lands offer, there is another source |
of revenue still to be told. Much of the land in this re

corporating therein the recognized re-
sults of the late war, viz : the abolition
of slavery and the utter negation of the
pretended right of secession, together
with the perfect political equality of the
negro with the white man, We know,
that there are thousands of our people,
intelligent people too, who are bitterly
opposed to negro suffrage ; but we beg to
remind all such, that the present Con-
gress is overwhelmingly Republican—
__radically Republican—pledged to the
doctrine not only of negro freedom, but
. of negro suffrage, We consider it virtu-
ally a settled fact, that no member
will be allowed to take a seat in
Congress from any seceded State whose
fundamental law does not guarantee to
the negro, for all time to come, political
equality with the white man. Dislike
it as we may, question its expediency
as we choose, the facts nevertheleas
stand boldly out to view, that a large
majority of both houses of Congress,
backed by the popular voice of the
North, will insist upon this. Itisidle
to speculate upon the probable course of
the President upon this question. He is
a8 yet committed to neither side, and he
stands in a position to consistently adopt
either. He can and probably will say
to Congress: ‘‘I gave these people a
fair opportunity to exhibit their judg-
ment and magnanimity and apprecia-
tion of their present status, and they
have failed to improve it. They must
be made to do what they have failed to
do voluntarily.” And we venture the
prediction, that if these States do not vol-
untarily accord to the negro equal politi-
cal rights with the white man, it will be
made a condition precedent to their full
restoration under the Union. And it
will not be a gualified right which will
be insisted upon, but ‘“universal negro
suffrage.” 'We are not now discussing
the right or the wrong, the policy or
impolicy of negro suffrage: we are
merely ‘stating what we believe i
prove to be stubborn jfacts, and we gre
doing it in the hope that the people of

gion, now in market, has naval and house-build.
ing timber enough on it to pay for it twice
over, besides an ever increasing supply of fire wood, con-
venient to the market, and always commanding a good
price. Now for a few facts by way of illustration.
Twenty years ago a gentleman bought a furm for $3,000,
and paid for it by selling wood to that amount. He soon
sold it for $5,000, and that purchaser paid for it in Irish
potatoes in three years, and since that he has been offered
£40,000 for it and would not sell, and now £60,000 will
not buy it. Five years ago a gentleman bought a small
tract of land for $4,000. He paid for it twice over in
four years, and now it is for sale at less than cost.  Both
of the above farms are within six miles of town, Let ux
a6 a little further off—eay twenty miles, Here a farm
was hought for £5,000, the purchaser paying for it in corn
alone in three years, That farm bhas recently been sold
for $20,000, and the purchager can pay that amount for
the farm in wood alone, The truth is, the trucking lands,
for vegetables and froits, and the gum bottoms for coru
and peas, in the seacoast Counties of Virginia and North
Carolina, under good management, are equal in produc
tion to the most fuvored vegions of Illinois or Texas,
whilst their nearncss to the markets of New York, Phila-
delphia, Baltimore and Richmond, makes them the most
gecnre and certaln investment anywhere to be found.

Mavow's Court, Portemouth.~Jos. Ogleby, charged
with selling goods from the store, without having license—
flaed $10 and costs.

Authony Flord, charged with violating City ordinances
for allowing cart to be used for hire, aud failing to ob_
tain license for the same—laid -over until to<day for fur-
ther consideration.

Charles Brown, charged with aliowing his horse to run
at large, contrary to ordinances. Cause not sustained
and case dismissed.

Mr. Kealy, violation of ordinances, ruuning wagon with*
out Jicense—fined 10 and costs.

ARRESTED.—Jas. Talbot was arrested yesterday in the
streets of Portsmouth, for being drunk and disorderly,
and sent to jail.

Harriet Wilson and Martha Copeland (colored), nymphs
du pave, were arrested for disorderly conduct and obscene
language, and sent to jail by the presiding Magistrate of
Portsmoutb, to await the action of the military authori-
ties.

Nzw Musio.—J. G. Gilmore, (book and music store,
Main street), 1aid upon our table “I've mo Mother now,
I'm weeping,” a ballad, written and composed Ly T.
Smith, of Virginia, and published by Henry Mc’Caffrey,
205 Balt. street, Baltimore. We commend this piece to
all who appreciate elegant and refined pathos. Also the
ballad, “Did You Think of Me to-day;” words and music
by Alice Hawthorne, and dedicated to Miss Emma Doug-
lass, of Newark, N. J., from the same house aud pub-
lishers. This piece is sentimental, and particularly
adapted to the * tender passion.”

“SwaET A8 A Pracu.”—We never until yesterday fully
appreciated the exact force of the above analogy. James

Virginia may ‘‘ realize the situation”
and profit thereby. 'We suppose it to be
the earnest desire of every citizen of
Virginia, to have civil government re-
stored in our State freely and unequivo-
cally, at the earliest moment possible.
That we] have it not now, is potent to
everybody ; that we never shall have it
until the constitution of our State is so
amended as to guarantee to her colored
citizens the right of suffrage, we firmly
believe. Is it not, then, the part of wise
statesmanship to act promptly in this
matter? Why wait to be ignominiously
kicked out of, or rather away from Con-
gress, and forced into ** universal negro
suffrage?” Why not take time by the
forelock—call a convention, and amend
our constitution by abolishing all invidi-
ous distinctions on account of color, and
permit every citizen who can read and
_write, and who is worth $250 in real es-
tate, to exercise the privilege of the

8. Richardson, Fsq., of Norfolk county, thought of us, and
sent us a taste of his flne peaches, They were truly deli-
cious and very acceptable.

dh‘ WeatgER.~On Sunday night we bad a fine and
o:_‘"“"t Tain of several hours’ duration, which filled up
bon:::«:. and irrigated the soil generally—much tothe
b 15 ‘0 our maturing crops. Yesterday the atmos_
Ak .n: cool and yleasant, with rain during the after.
Indications of unsettled and falling weather,

Muimagy Coynre Th
o ~Thi

” X s Cowrt did not hold a session

THE WEATHER —The

Drug Store, Thermometer at Dr. W, E. Lewis

under the Atlantic Hotel, jndicated the fol-

y:

G e
10 «

lowing state of the weather Monda;

and vote for Congressmen, I asked him
if there was likely to be any difficulty
onthatscore.

““Well, I guess there’ll be a ve
vote; but,” he added, with the s
thorough bred politician, ‘‘those who
vote will very fuirl{ represent the wish-
es of all the rest. We are a veﬁy proud
and sensitive people, and a good many
have a naturaldisposition to shrink from
the oath of allegiance to a Government
they cast oft' forever nearly five years
ago. In ayear or two they’ll come in
all right, and meantime they’ll be very
glad of the results which the votes of
their neighbors will secure. South Car-
olina is and will be one of the very best
Uuion States we have.”

“But what security have we in restor-
ing political power to a community dis-
posed towards us as yours was, and still
feeling as you now represent?”’

“Oh, our people are impulsive, and
they aure ulways decided one way or the
other.”

‘ Suppose the Representatives you
elect should be admitted to Congress,
and South Carolina should thus becloth-
ed with all her old power. You, who
before secession were the Union men,
will be the only voters now, as youstate
it; but in two or three years, of course,
everybody will vote again. Will not
you original Union men be again out-
numbered by theoriginal secessionists?’’

‘1 don't believe we ever were out.
numbered, Idon’t believe there ever
was a ma;ority for secession in South
Carolina.’

ry small
kill of a

ry.
‘“ Yes, but remember we had- been
fighting secession for thirty years, and
had got tired of it. Men said these rest-
less spirits will never be ?uiet until they
have tried secession. If we don’t let
them try it now they’ll keep us in a con-
stant turmoil until we do. It is bound
to come some time, and we may as well
spare ourselves further trouble and let it
come now.”’

* In other words, then, men said let
the Union be destroyed, with whatever
attendant horrors, rather than one
should be bothered to keep up this per-
petual struggle.”

‘“ Well, not exactly that. You must
remember there was a tremendous pres-
sure. I myself had my house surround-
ed by a hundred and fifty armed mep,
one night before the election, because
they thought Iwasa Union man. There
wast no making head against the cur-
rent.

man, at once by birth, culture, and bear-
ing {which is more than can be said of
much of the drift-wood now thrown
uppermost in Southern society in the
process of reorganization), and so I did
not add aloud the mental comment
which no man canhelp making on these
explanations—that if the Union men
were, as he said, in a majority, they
acted then like cowards; and if they
were not, they areacting now like hypo-
crites. But I could not help saying:

“ By your showing, then, the rebel
element was resistless before the passage
of the secessipn ordinance, and univer-
sal after it. As you franitly say, you
were all rebels. We have incurred an
enormous debt in subduing you, and
we know that there is a small party at
the North openly, and a larger ome
secretly, desirous of repudiating that
debt, in ofder to shake off the heav
burden of taxation. Now, if Sout
Carolina and other States occupying her
position are restored to power in the

FRroM THE LAND o¥ SUNRISE, far off ot
Asip.”
omatic roots, of which Fragrant Sozop: i

nation, what security have we that you
rebels would continue voting for heavy
taxation to pay the debt incurred in
whipping you? Would there not be
very great danger of you uniting with
this minority at the North, and thus se-

In this preparation the chemistry of ':;"LEJ;::K" d\i
its most remarkable triumph. P are, unsullied tun:e::d
agreeable breath, and absolu* exemption from all d;ilnn-
ses that affect the gums, ° 1q the results of o daily appli-
cation of the S80zoboN™

curing a national majority in favor of
repudiation ?”’

‘'Well, our attention has never been
called to that subject, and we were;not
aware that there was likely to be any

“ The poll books tell a different sto- |,

'The South Carolinian was a gentle- |.free, and the vainest Virginian shall

what the real feeling is—it will so
strangely contradict your ideas. Jeff.
Davis would be received with open arms
in the South. There is a very general
feeling of great kindness to him, and
great sympathy for his present misfor-
tune., One party in the South assailed
his Administration very bitterly; but
the feeling was not to any extent a per-
sonal one. He is greatly admired and
loved by our people.”

The honest Carolinian expressed the
feeling, which I have reason to believe,
general through the Atlantic and Gulf
rebel States. Davis and Lee are still
held the great exemplars of Southern
Manhood.

The conversation 1 have above detail-
ed, occurred this morning, in the pre-
sence of an important officer of the gov-
ernment, and is now faithfully recorded
from notes jotted down at the time. I
have no comments on it to make. It
ives us a view of South Carolina

Jnionism that needs no comment.

Conversations with President Johnson.

A Washington correspondent of the
St. Louis Democrat says:

Itisbut a short time since a distin-
ﬁuished Senator called upon the Presi-

ent. A delegation of conservatives had
just left him. Turning to the Senator,
he said: ‘I wonder if those persons
who but now passed out, imagine that 1
forget the power and the party to which
Iowe my elevation. There was not a
man in that delegation that wouldn’t
have united in offering a reward for m
scalp a few years ago, and nowthey tal
to me as if I owed everything to them.,
I guess they’ll find that I have a memo-

Again: A well known editor of a

rominent Northern- journal said to the
resident: ‘The Democracy say you
will yet be found with them. That you
have always been a good Democrat, and
will always so remain,”

‘‘Do they,’” responded Mr. Johnson.—
‘' Well, sir, you are at liberty to tell all
such gentlemen that, while as President,
I shall endeavor to drop any partisan
character, I certainly am not prepared to
do more than pray for those who de-
spitefully use me. I think they stand
in need of prayers, and it's all 1 cando
for them.”

“ Mr. President, we are discouraged,”
said a committee of frecdmen to the
President, ‘* Richmond is as much in the
hands of Secessionists now as it was be-
fore Lee surrendered. Nominally free,
we are yet the worst of slaves, and we
see no hopeof redress unless you aid us,”

‘‘ Gentlemen,”” answered Mr. Johnson,
‘‘you must exercise patience. You are

et
not only acknowledge your freedom, f‘;ut
your eguality, if you are true to your-
selves.’
‘ But the local and State laws of Vir-
ginia, Mr, President ’’—

“What of the local and State laws of
Virginia? Until these F. F. V.’s come
to their senses, I rather think United
States bayonets will be about the only
laws they shall have. Go back to your
‘homes—work hard, do your duty, and I
will see that the lowest amons; you is se-
cured in his rightand title to life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.”

As the President uttered the last re-
mark his face glowed with a high re-
solve, and I never sawesmanhood more
sterling and erect than his every linea-
ment betokened,

From what T have written, and from
maniy more things of similar import,
you have the reasons for my faith in our
new President. The work before him is
Titanic. He feels its great import, and
he does not wish to err through haste or
imprudence., Heisnow feelinghis way,
and will yet justify the hopes of the pro- |
gressive and the patriotic.

The merchants of Alexandria, Va,,
are about to organize a Corn Exchange.

An anaconda in Cincinnati has been
delivered of thirty-three young reptiles.

The Princess Mary of cambridge is
said to be the fastest lady in Europe.

elective franchise. Do it voluntarily | —— portion whatever of your le favor- ty oath
magnanimously, sacrificingly if 1'0“' An “en*’rely new comic drama,” en- | able to repudiation. yI cmxx)";0 say. how- inl%);higﬁgge{lhtg?;t}lnzg:es i
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Aluwlnc a battery of

The Conspirators.

What they said on their Arrival at lhe
Lry Tortugas.

The Washington correspondent of the

Times says A "

¢ Brigadier General Dodd, who had
charge ggf the assussins Mudd, Arnold,
O’Laughlin and Spangler, and who de-
livered them to the prison-keeper at the
Dry Tortugas, made his report to-day to
the War Department, and was dis-
charged from this special duty.

‘ General Dodd reports that on the
trip Dr. Mudd acknowledged to Captain
Budd, General Dodd and others,
that he knew Booth when he came
to his house with Harold on the
morning after the assassination, but
was afraid to tell of his having
been there, fearing the life of himself
and family would be endangered there-
by. He knew that Booth would never
be taken alive. He also acknowledged
that he had been acquainted with Booth
for some time, and that he was with
Booth at the National Hotel on the even-
ing referred to by Weichman; that he
met Booth in the street, and Booth said
he wanted him (Mudd) to introduce him
to John Surratt; that they started up
Seventh street, on their way to Mrs.
Surratt’s house, and on their way they
met John Burratt and Weichman, and
returned to Booth’s room at the Nation-
al, where he and John Surratt had some
conversation of a private character., He
said that the Military Commission, in his
case, had done their duty, and as far as
they were concerned, thesentence in his
case was just, but some of the witnesses
had sworn fafsely and maliciously.
“O’Laugblin acknowledged that the
court had done its duty, and said that he
was in the plot to capture the President,
but that, after the ineffectual attempt in
March, when the party hoped to have
captured the coach containing the Presi-
dent, he thought that the entire project
was given up, and it was, as far as he
was concerned. He denies positively
that he had part or knowledge in the
lot to assassinatethe President, General
rant, or any one else.

‘Sam. Arnold made about the same
statement as he did before the trial—that
he wasin the Elot to capture, but not to
assassinate ; that that had faiied, and he
considered himself out of it, and never
knew anything about the assassination,
which he thought was gotten up by
Booth only a few hours before executing
it. He thoughtthe courtcould not have
done otherwise thanitdid. He express-
ed his sorrow that he had been led into
the plot to ca‘i)ture by Booth and others,
and expressed himselfthankful that the
punishment was no worse.

“Spangler, on the voyage, expressed
some impatience at his own stupidity in
not having recollected while on trial a
circumstance inconnection with Booth’s
escape from the stage, that would have
told materially to his (Spangler’s) ad-
vantage. Some of the testimony went
to show that Spangler had slammed the
door to after Booth’s exit, in a way to

hinder immediate pursuit. Spangler
says it quite escaped his recollection that
some time previous to the assassination
a patent spring had been put on the
door for the purpose of closing it when
left carelessly open. He says, however,
that he supposes the Court had done
right, and if they give him plenty of
work and {)le'nty to eat hewas satisfied.
Although he was not guilty and knew
nothing of Booth’s intentions, he says
that he did say to Booth, I will do all I
can for you, but that it was in reference
to selling his {Booth's) horse and buggy,
and that it was three days before the as-
sassination. He said that some of the
witnesses lied in their testimony, especi-
ally about his slapping any one in the
mouth and telling him to keep his
mouth shut.”

N N ———

The Treatment of Federal Prisoners at
Andersonville.

The New York Post, of Thursday,
publishes the following letter in relation
to the treatment of Federal prisoners at
Andersonville by ‘‘Hog” Winder, of
Maryland, and Captain Wertz, the com-
mandant of that post. The Post says
the authoris a *‘ loyal Georgian, a gentle-

State, and who spoke of what he saw and
knew of the condition and treatment of
our unhappy menwhowerein the hands
of Wertz and Winder:”’

There appears to be a disposition on

the part of some of the public pressto
mitigate the offences and crimes of Ma-

or Henry Wertz, late the responsible

eeper of the stockade at Andersonville,
Georgia, and to throw upon others the
responsibilities that justly attach tothose
alone who were in immediate command
of that prison. Being personally ac-
quainted with most of the officers who
were stationed at Andersonville, and
knowing much of the treatmentof those
who were so unfortunate asto have been
confined in that pen of horror, I have
thought that a condensed statement of
how things were managed and prisoners
of war were treated there, might not be
entirely unacceptable to your readers.
I wish to be understood as not desirous
'to forestall t he action or opiiiion of the
commission whichis abouttoinvestigate
this matter,or to add anything to the
feeling entertained towards Major Wertz,
It is enough for him to rest, now and
forever, under an obloquy that no time
and no repentance canobliterate ; to feel
within himself the unenviable pangs
which the re®llection of his powerless
murdered victims will ever arouse, and
to know that whatever may be the award
of a human tribunal, his punishment is
already decreed.

.The fprir-;ou of Andersonville is a stock-
ade of about eighteen feet high, the
posts comprising it being sunk in the
ground five feet—it originally comprised
an area of eighteen acres, but was sub-
sequently enlarged to twenty-seven
acres. The enclosure is upon the side of
a hill, looking towards the South, at the
foot of which is a small brook, about
five feet wide, and as many inches deep,
which furnished the water for the use of
the prisoners. Within this enclosure
were turned the prisoners as they ar-
rived, and left to provide for themselves,
there being no shelters, or arbors, or any
kind of protection afforded by trees, or
otherwise, against the burning rays of
the Southern sun, the furious storms or
the freezing winters.

The position was selected by Captain
Winder, a son of General John H. Win-
der, who was sent from Richmond for
the purpose in the latter part of 1863.—
When it was suggested to him by a dis-
interested but humane spectator of his
operations, that it would dperhaps be
better to leave the trees standing within
the proposed stockade, as they would
afford shade to the prisoners, he replied,
“That was just what he was not going
to do; he was going to make a pen for
the d—d Yankees, where they could rot
faster than they could be sent there.”
And admirably did he accomplish his
mission.

The first commandant of the post was
Col. Persons, who was soon succeeded
by John H. Winder, with hisson as
Adjutant, his nephew as commissary
and sutler, and Henry Wertz inimme-

' | diate command of the prisoners. There

were generally stationed there forguard

duty, from three to six regiments of in-
fan ny of

p,m,"‘”“;:ﬁ: ﬂ

, with one com

man well known in New York city and |*

number of ersoners then confined, or
the fears entertained of an attempt to
set them atliberty by raiding parties of
United States troops. _
‘When prisoners were first received it
was usual to subject them to a search for
money, valuables, &ec., which ostensibly
were to be restored to them wherr the
weére released from captivity, but whic
in reality went into the pockets of those
who controlled the prison. Notwith-
standing a law of the Confederacy ex-
gres:sly prohibited the dealing in green-
acks, yetthe initiated,a few whose ‘‘loy-
alty’” was unquestioned, could always
obtain for aconsideration thegreenbacks
which they required. :
The writer of this was the foreman of
the last grand jury which was empan-
neled for Sumter countg, Ga., and in
the performance of his duty he had to
investigate a large number of present-
ments for dealing in the forbidden cur-
rency, which were brought against poor
Union men in every instance. Struck
by this fact, he resolved to examine, as
his position gave him a right to do, into
all the circumstances; where the money
originally came from,who did theselling
of it—indeed, the whole modus ope-
randi—and he elicited the fact above
stated, how the money was obtained ;
that the Winders am{ Wertz were the
}Jrincipals acting through subordinates
n gathering bushels of plums, in the
way of premiums, &c. Meanwhile, the
poor prisoners were left to the tender
mercies of their jailor and commissary
for their food, which might have been
improved in quantity, at least, If their
money had been left in their own pos-
session.

At first it was customary to send a
wagon into the stockade everﬁ' morning
at ten o’clock, loaded with the rations
for the day—bacon and corn bread, noth-
ing else—but as the number of prisoners
increased and the greed of ﬁain grew
upon the trio above mentioned, the corn
bread was reduced in its quality, being
then manufactured of equal proportions
of ground field peas and corn, unbolted
unsifted, uncleansed indeed, from the
dirt and trash which peas naturally ac-
cumulate; and at last when the number
of prisoners increased to over thirty-sev-
en thousand, the meat rations per week
were reduced toa piece of bacon for each
man about three inches long and two
wide, with one pone of the bread above
described perday. Then,also,the custom
of carrying the prisoners’ food into the
stockade in wagons was abolished. They
drove up to the gates, which were slight-
ly opened, and the scanty food, foul and
unhealthy as it was, was thrown inside
by the guard to be serambled for by the
wretched prisoners, the strongest and
those nearest the gate getting the larg-
est share, the weak and sickly getting
none.

I have mentioned the small brook
that runs through the lower part of the
stockade, and which suPplied the water
for drinking and washing. This brook
has its rise in a swamp not far from the
prison, and at no time, certainly not for
a lengthened period, was the water suit-
able or healthy; but when the famces
and filth, the drainage of the whole
camp of prisoners, came to be superadd-
ed to the natural unfitness of the water
for drinking or cleansing purposes, my
readers can judge what thirst was as-
suaged, or fevers cooled, or throbbing
temples washed, by this floating streau
of filth and disease! At any time, un-
der the most rigid hygienic restrictions,
it is difficult to maintain health and
cleanliness amongst a large body of men
~what do you think was the condition
of thirty-seven thousand half naked,
bave starved men, without any police
regulations, under no moral or restrain-
ing influences? If the remnant who
were finally allowed to pass out of this
military Golgotha were not wild beasts,
unwashed, befouled devils, no thanks
are to be given to Henry Wertz for lack
?_f effort to produce such a consumma-

ion.,

When it rained, as it does in that cli-
mate almost continually during the
spring and fall months, the soil within
the encloseure was one mass of lobloll{,
soft mud, at least fifteeninches in dept
through which stalked and staggere
the gaunt half-clad wretches thus con-
fined, Zhe stench from the prison could
be perceived for two miles, and farmers
living in the neighborhood began to fear
Jor the health of their families.

As 'a consequence of this, the hospi-
tals—facetious was Wertz in hig horrible
humanity--were crowded to repletion
with the emaciated, starved and diseas-
ed men who wear trundled into them.
The hospitals were constructed of logs
unhewed, the interstices unfilled an
open, admitting the rain, without floors,
cots, bunks or blankets, filthy and fetid
with the festering, putrid bodies of the
sick, the ‘dying and the dead. Words
fail, language is impotent to describe one
of these dens of disease and death. I
once mustered the courage, impelled by
the earnest entreaties of a Northern
friend, to enter one of them, to visitone
who was tenderly reared, and walked in
the best ranks of Connecticut society.—
I believed I had seen before this what I
deemed to be human wretchedness in its
worst forms. I thought I could nerve
myself to witness mortal agony and
wretchedness, and destitution, as I had
heard it described, without blanching or
trembling. But if the condenesd horrors
of ahundred ‘black holes” had been
brought before my mind to prepare me
for the ordeal, they would have failed to
;_'ealize the facts as I saw them face to
ace.

I cannot, in a daily paper, read by in-
nocence and virtue, detail what met my
sight on the occasion I refer to. I will
not pollute any page, save the records of
the court that must try the culprit for
the crime of terture by disease and filth,
with the details of that caravansary of
horrible, intentional slaughter. or
fear that some may think I have exag-
gerated, an episode here will dperhagg
dispel such illusion. Convicted by the
horrible fact that was a disgusting stench
in his nostrils, General Winder, then
Commissary General of Prisons, but
having his headquarters at Anderson-
ville, was forced by decency, not human-
ity, for this he himself asserted, to ask
the aid of the Presiding Elder of the
Methodist Church of that circuit to
adopt some means to alleviate the mise-
ries and soothe the wretchedness of the
poor inmates of the Andersonville Hos-
pital. This gentleman invoked the co-
operation of the women of Sumter
county, who responded with clothing
and necessaries only (for those alone
were allowed), to the amount of four
wagon loads. Upon the day aEpointed,
four ladies, accompanied by their hus-
bands, went to the prison and sought
from the Provost Marshal a pass to take
their benefactions to the sick prisoners.
It was refused with a curse ! T'he party
proceeded to Winder’s headquarters,
where Henry Wertz was in company
with the General. The demand for a
pass was repeated. Understand, the la-
dies were present, and the reasons given
why the party were there, in accordance
with Winder's special request. To their
astonishment, they were met with this
reply: “G—d d—n yow bave you all
turned Yankees here?”’

“ No, General,” responded the spokes«
man of the party, “I am not, as you
know, nor are any here present; we have
come, as you requested us, through Rev,
Mr. 15., to bring necessary articles for
the Federal hospital, and ask a pass for
the purpose of delivering them.”’

"ﬁ’s a d—n lie! I never gave permis-
sion for anything aiho d] " Be off
with you, all of youl”

alor and gentlemanly bearing was not
:umclent, gHem‘ Wertz essayed to and
did eclipse his General in profanity and
indecency—and I here assert that if the
lowest sinks of the mostabandoned parts
of your city were gleaned, they could
not surpass the ribald vulgarity and fin-
ished profanity of this jailor, exhibited
in the presence of refined and *‘ loyal "’

dies.
lnShocked, terrified, bheaten to the very
dust with mortification, the party retir-
ed, and, foiled in their efforts to succor
the sick or alleviate the tortures of the
dying Union soldier, they gave their
loads of clothing and food to a passing
column of Federal prisoners, ou their
way to another place—Millen. They at
least had the satisfaction of knowing
that some were benefited, even if they
had failed in their efforts for those who
most needed their assistance.

During the last winter—which was
unusually cold for Georgia, when the
ice made an inch thick—no shelter, no
blankets or clothes, no wood was pro-
vided for the wretched inmates of that
prison. Squads were permitted to the
number of thirty, to go out under guard
daily for one hour, without axes or any
cuttfng tool, to gather the refuse and
rotten wood in the forests; and if they
outstaid their time, they were tried b
drum-head court-martial, charged wit
violating their parole, and if found
guilty, were hung! I myself saw three
bodies hanging, who were thus exe-
cuted. Poor fellows, I thought, God
has taken pity upon you and given you
deliverance from your cruel jailor.
When you and he meet, at another
judgment-seat, woe to him if his au-
thority be found insuflicient for this
taking of your lives, wretched though
they be.

My house was the resort, or I should
say, refuge, of most of the prisoners who
made their escape from the stockade,
and their tales of starvation and distress
which they told would have melted an
iron heart. I must close my hurried ac-
count of what I have seen. It is far
from full; not one-half has been told;
by far the most has been kept back from
very shame, and in respect to your
readers. I have not embellished. The
pictures were too rough, the characters
too forlorn for the flowers of rhetoric to
bloom in their presence. Broken hearts
crushed spirits and manhood trample
on, may answer as fitting subjects for
the romancer’s pen, but the horrible
reality, so seldom seen, burns its image
upon the beholder’s soul, that no other
impression can efface, and they remain
life-pictures indeed.

A MyYSTERIOUS ROAD IN MAINE.—A
correspondent of the New York Evening
Post, writing from Wiscasset, Maine,
says:

“ Maine has her mysteries also. There
are, in various places, various indica-
tions, of former inhabitants not like the
Indians; but in East Northport there
is the most remarkable trace of at least
the visit here of another people, which
the writer at present remembers, Itis
a mineral spring of chalybeat water,
That it was once a place of much im-
portance aund of great resort there is evi-
dence, Beginning at the spring, and
running due east, is ‘a highway cast
up.’ A road, straight as an arrow, from
three to four feet high, and about twenty
feet wide, is traceable for between one
and two miles. It reaches across a farm,
is lost in' a morass, appears again just
beyond the swamp, ascends a ridge of
land into the woods, goes down on the
east side of the wood into a field and is
finally lost in wet land, where the frost
and other causes have Justroye«l it.

The earth of which this remarkable
road is formed could not have been taken
from the neighborhood, as it is full of
yellow mud, of which the soil in the
vicinity is quite destitute., Sixty years
ago this road was covered by a large old
growth of trees, which proves the work
to be a very ancient one, 'Whose were
the hands that fashioned it? Not the
red man’s, certainly. They never were
80 industrious. We lived amid mys-
terious relics of ths past, ignorant of
how to understand them. The course
of this old road lies directly to Penob-
scot Bay. Perhaps in remote ages peo-

le came in strange ships to the coast of

faine, and travelled this highway to the
health};iving waters, hat sort of
hotels did they have at the spring? It
is too cold a region to be comfortable in
mere tents. And what sort of people
were they that drank at the springf?
Ah! there was no power in the draught
to confer immortality, or even to enable
those who drank to leave behind them
the story of their life. This road, almost
unknown, invites the notice of geolo-
gists and antiquaries. Why do they not
explore it?"’

Richard Thornton, who died a few
weeks ago in England, leftthelarge for-
tune of £3,700,000; and his will, just
proved at Doctor’s Commons, contains
the following bequests: £1,000,000 to Mr.
Thomas Thornton, who likewise isto
inherit tho estates ; £1,000,000 to Mr,
Richard Thornton &Vest; £500,000 to be
divided among other relatives and
friends; £100,000 to be divided among
all the charities, hospitals, asylums and
benevolent institions. in London, &ec.;
£15,000 to Christ Hospital, where the
testator was educated ; £10,000,in trust,
for the benefit of the schools in Merton,
Surrey; £10,000, in trust, for the sehools
in Mr. Thornton’s native village, Bur-
ton, in Yorkshire; £1,000 for the bene-
fit of the aged poor at Burton ; £500 for
the poor at Merton,

——— e @

The London Court Jowrnal states that
a family of position has been thrown
into the deepest distress by the elope-
ment of their daughter, a child fourteen
vears of age. Every effort to find a
clueto herwhereabouts has proved fruit-
less. The young lady has a fortune in
her own right of ten thousand pounds,
e —————— ]

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE.
PORT OF NORFOLK, Avaust 6,

ARRIVALS,
Steamer Loulsiana, Russell, Baltimore.
Steamer James T. Brady, Landls, Baltimore,
Steamer City Point, Talbot, Richmond.
Steamer Huttoras, Parrish, New York.
Steamer Yazoo, Couch, New York,
Steamer Thomas Collyer, McCarrick, Richmond.
Avaust 7,
Schooner E. J, Pickuf, Bowen, Philad,
gf:::xn”b Ella, L{nn. Roanoke.
€r Ueorge Leary, Blakeman, Baltimore.
gz:‘r:r(n,l:r BG& J& B:kcri., Cole, Baltimore.

r Guard, Jas. Pierce, Pasquotank, N. C.
Schooner J. C. McShain, Hoﬂ‘mng. Pl:uad.
Bloop Forrest, Hatch, Murfreesboro, N. C.
Eteamer Melville, Renoir, Philad.

Steamer Eclipso, Pearson. Fairfield, Va,
Steamer Georgiana, Pearson, Baltimore,
Steamer M. Martin, Livingston, Richmond.
Steamer Dictator, Dearing, Richmond.
DEPARTURES, Avg. 8.
Steamer Jas. T. Brady, Landis, Baltimore,
Steamer Louisiana, Russell, Baltimore,
Steamer Dictator, Dearing, Richmond,
Bteamer M. Mm-dn, Livingston, Richmond.
Steamer Albemarle, Bourne, New York.
Steamer Creole, Thompson, New York.

Avgusr 7,
toamer G_eor%o Leax:ly, Blakeman, Baltimore.
teamer City Point, Talbot, Richmond.

8chooner Geo. Henry, Sallidey, New York.
Steamer Putnam, Leach, Phifad.

Steamer Eclipse, Pearson, Baltimore.

Steamer Thomas Colyer. McCarrick, Riehmond.
Steamer Georgiana, Pearson, Baltimore.

EIST OF ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES 4
FORTRESS M0~ ROE, dugust 6,
ARRIVALS.

Steamor C. W, Thomas, Richmond.

Bteamer Blackston, Norfolk,

Steamer John Tracy, Norfolk.

Bteamer Ocean Wave, Washington.
DEPARTURES.

Point Lookout,

Steamer W, P, Clyde, Richmond,

Steamer Blackaton, Now York, |




