
we shall not let th*e people in thatst*|e
decide the niiitter for themselves.

Kach cotiinmnity is better prepared to
determine tTte depository of its politiaal
power than anybody else, ami it is fbr
Ihe Legislature", lor the people of Olijlo
lo say who shall vote, and not for the
Congress of the United State*. I might
go down here to the ballot-box to-mor-
row and votedirectly for universal suf-
frage-but ifagre.itmajorityof thepeople
said no, I should consider it would b*
tyrannical in me to attempt to force
such upon them without their will. It
is a i'uiulvnueiilal tenet in my creeil that
the will of the peoplemust be obeyed,
-vwthereanything wrong or unait'air in.
that?

Mr. Douglas (smiling.) A greatdeal
that is wrong, Mr. President, with all
respect.

The President. It is thepeopleof the
states Unit, must for themselves deter-
mine this thing. Ido not want to be
engaged in a work that willcommence a
war of i aces. I want to begin the work
»f preparation, and the states, or the
.people in each community, if a man
demean* himself well,aud shows evi-
dence thai this new slateof affairs will
operate,',willprotect hiiniiiall hisrights,
and give him every ' ossible advantage
when Ihey become reconciled socially
and politically to this state of things.
Then will thisnew orderof things work
harmoniously;but forced upon tliepeople
before they mv preparedfor it, it will be
resisted, amiwork iiiharmoniously. I
feel a conviction that driving this mat-
ter upon the people, upon the communi-
ty, will result in the injury of both
races, and the ruin of one or the other.
Cod knows T have no desire but the
gootl of th* wholehuman race. 1 would
it wereso that nil you advocatecould be
donein the twinkling of an eye; but it
is mil in tne nature of things, aud 1 do
not assume or protend to be wiser than
Providence, or stronger than the lawsof
nature. . _.'

Let us now seek lo discover the laws
governing this thing. There is a great
lawcontrolling it; letus endeavortofind
out what tin- law is, and conform our
actions to it. All the details will then
properlyadjust themselves audwork out
well in the end.

<'oil knows that anythingT can do I
will do. In the mighty process by
which the greatend is to lie reached,
anything I can do to elevate the races,
to soften and amelioratetheircondition
[ will do, and to be able to do so is tbe
sincere desire of toy heart.
I am glad to have met you, and thank

you for the compliment you have paid
inc.

Mr. Douglas. I have to return to you
our thanks, Mi.. President, forsokindly
granting us thi* intcrviow. We did not
come here expecting to urgue this ques-
tion with your Excellency, but simpl*9
to state wliat wereour views and wishes
in the pretni-.es. Ifwe were.disposed to
argue the question, mnl you would uraut
ns permission, of course, we wouliT en-,
ileavor tocontrovert someofthe positions
you have assumed.

Mr. Downing. Mr. Douglass, 1 take
it that the President, by his kind ex-
pressioiis and his very full treatment of
the subject, must have contemplated
some reply to the views which lie has
advanced,and iv which we certainly do
not concur, and 1 say this with due
respect.

ltie President. 1.1 bought you expect-
ed me to indicate to some extent what
niy views were on the subjects touched
upon in yourstatement.

Mr. Downine;. We are very happy,
indeed, to have heard them.

Mr. Dowlas*. If the Presidentwill
allow me, I would like to suy one ortwo
words in reply. You enfranchise
your enemies and disenfranchise your
frienils.

The President. All I have done is
simply to indicate what my views are,
as I supposed you expected me to, from
your address.

Mr. Douglass. My own impression is
that the very tiling thatyourExcellen-
cy would avoid in tlie southern states
can only be avoided by the very measure
thatwe propose, and I would'stale to
my brother delegates that because I
perceive the President lias taken strong
groutid in favorof a given policy, and
distrusting my own abilityto remove
auy of those impressions which he has
expressed, I thought we had bettercud
the iuterview witlt the expression of
thanks. (Addressing the President.)
But ifyourExcellencywill be pleased
to hear, I would like to say a word or
two in regard to thatoue matter of the
enfranchisement of the blacks as a
means of preventing the very thing
which your Excellency seems to appre-
hend?that is a conflict of race*.

The President. I repeat, 1 merely
wanted lo indicatemy views iv reply toyour address, and not to entef into any
general controversy, as I could not well
do so vinlet' the circumstances.

Your statement was a very Irani; one,
and I thought it was due to you to meet
it in the samespirit.

Mr. Douglass. Thank you, sir.
The President, I think you will find,

80 far as the South is concerned, that if
you will all inculcate there the idea inconnection with the one you urge, thatthecolored peoplecan live and advance
in civilization to better advantageelse-
where than crowdedright down therein
the South, it would be better for them.

Mr. Douglass. But the masters have
the making of the laws, and we cannot
gut awayfrom the plantations.

TliePresident. What prevent* you?
Mr.- Douglass. We have not thesinirleright of locomotion through the

\u25a0 iiithern states now.
The President. Why not; the Gov-

ernment furnishes you with every fa-
cility.

Mr. Douglas. There are six days in
tlieyear that the negro in the youth
now, ami his master decides fur hint
win-re lie shall go, where he shall work
how much he shall work-in fact, he is
divested of all political power. He is
absolutely in tlie hands of those men.The President. If the master nowcontrols him or his action, would he
not control him in liis vote,

Mr. Douglas. Let the negro once un-
derstand that he has an organic right to
vole, and lie will raise up uparty in thesouthern stales among the poor, who
wilt rally witl\ him. There is this con-
didihat yuu speak of betweenthe weal-
thy slaveholder and the poor man.

The President. You touch right upon
the point tiiere. There is this conflict,
und hence I suggest emigration, If he
cannotitelt-uipliiyujeiit in the South, he
list it in hi* power to go where he can
get it.

In parting, the President said that
theyweiv both desirous of accomplish-
ing the same end.*, but proposedto do so
by following different roads.

Mr. Douglass, on turning to lenve, re-
marked to his fellow delegates: "ThePresident sends us to the people, aud wu
goto the people."The President. Yes,sir; I have greatfaith iv tlie people, 1 believetbey will
do what is right.

KEPLY OF THE CC-i_iti', lIKLEGATION TO TH*MtESIIIISHT
Tl), fillowingi.the ,e,,tj?, ,t? ,?i?,,j del**?firm tothePrt-ltdept:
Six, rrcai.l.-ii.l .- in consideration of a delicate senseofprnpYiotv.as .Ml v yrair r, pasted intiraatious ?f iattia-paaitlon tn ditcmw or lo liatiu lo areply to the vie?a as,l

~|n nion- y*u were ~1,-iseil toexpress lo v. ivyear etatior-au- ap». ,li 111-.I i.v, the undersigned would rospectnilly
take thnt method otreplying thereto. Believing a**,.do
that the views and opinion* yon express,.lin tlmtaduVna,
areentirely iuls,,ii,iO *<?! pit-Judicial to the highest iniar-
est* ol >><ii race,*, v II i. .?,r nmntryat large,we cannotd0.,,11i,-r tli.trrVxp,.-,-tin. same, and, a* far as may hi, in
aaarpaafttr, ureei rhefr danger,,us influence. 1H is not
!,-.-..-.,., .., itn- tn,,- 1.., nil attention to more tlmo two
?r tlir*- h-atures ol j-oikremarkable addrea. ;

1. Tlie flrt-t point towhloh we feel imperially bound to

t ,ka exception I. y?ar attemptto found a policy oppoeed I
to our enfraucliiaemfl-t, upon the alleged ground of an I
existing hostility .aAapartn|_Wa former slave*toward. I
thepoor white peopafßUh* South. We admit the.xi.t-1
mine of this li,s,tllUjt.aßJß),olil that it la entireljarecipro-
cal. Hni yon obvloaaW.tSninißaaarror by drawint a.
argument from an aaxMbnt of a seat* of slaeary, and
makingit * haaii far » (alley adapted to a sate of ftaw-
,l..m. Tb,- li,,HtiliafrWweeii UMwbitaaand blacks of th.
South is easily ,-xplataait Itbaa Its toot aud asp in the
r,-iiui,i? of »i«,i-ij »i»3 .... ißottad on both tttiee by th*
cunning of th., slave Master*. Thoee master* see-trad
their i,s"*a)*iti,-y oveffffth the poor whttw» and 11,ablacks
by putting-enmitybeawoea them.

They divided bath to conquer each. There was no
earthlyreason why theblacks >h,,uld uuthale and dread
thepoor whites when in astateofslavery, for it wasfrom
this class that their masters received their slave-catchers,
ilave-driveraand ovorseera. They were the men called
inupon all ,«,a*loDs by the, uia**»rs when any fiendish
outragetea* to he committed apou the slave. Now, sir,
you cannotbut percolve that, the cause of this hatredrs-
aiove.l, the .Sectmust be removed also. Slavery la alwl-
ished. Th. cause of antagonism Is removed, and you
must seethat it la altogetherillogical (and "puttingn.w
wine into oldbottle*," "mendingnew garmuuts with old
cloth") to legislate from slave-holding and slavedri vlng
premlaea for apeople whom yon have repaaudly dMlar.il
your ptrrpoee to maintain Infreedom.

2. Besides, even if itwere true,as you allege, that the
hostility of theblacks toward th* poor whites mini ti»-
coeaarfly project itself into a stats of freedom, nisi that
thi* enmitybetween the two race* it mm more intenae
in a state of freedom thau iv a state of slavery, in the
n ime of Heaven,wereverently ask, how canyou, in view
of your professed desire topromote thewelfareof th.black
mau, deprivehim ofall meansof defence, and clothe him
whom you regard as his enemy In the panoplyof politi-
cal jmWor* Can ii he that yon would recommend ? policy
which would arm thestrong and oast down the detencn-
-1,-s." Can yon, hy any poaaibility of reasoning, regard
this as Just, fair, or wise! "experience prove, that thoae
areoltciicst atmaed who can be abnsed with th* greatest
impunity- Men are whipped ofteneet who are whipped
earnest. Peac between races I*uot tn he secured hy de-
grading onerace andexalting another, hy givingpower
toonerace and withholdingit fromahoiher,but hymain-
taining aatate ofequul justicebetween all olaases. First
pura, then peaceable. a

3. On the colonization t*e<>ry you were pleased to
broach very maoh could be said. Itis impossibleto sup
imgo, in view of the usefulness of the black man in time
?f pence asa laborer In tho South, and in timeofwar as a
aohlier at the North, and the growing respect for hi.
rights among the people, and his increasing aduptatiou
to a high state of civilization la this' his native laud,
lliere ,;ui ever conic a time when he can be removed Irora
thi* enentry without a terrible shock to its prosperity
and peace. Hi-side* th*worst enemyof the nation could
not east apoa its fair namea greater infamy than to sup-
pose that uegroes could be tolorated among them in a
stele of tli. moat degrading slavery and oppression, and
must bo cast away, driven Into exile, for no other cause
than having been freed fromtheir chains.

tiEOBOE T. DuWBIBII,
JOBK.IOBES,
Weluah Whifpkr,

I fBBBEB-OK DoOTikAS*,
Lawis U. Dooolass,

and others.
Washington, February T, ISM.

®he porfolU fast*
SATURDAyTFEBRUARY 10, 1866.

AU coiuuiauicatiuns relating to business mutters con
nerted with thla paper should be addressed to E. M.
Ilro.vn, Norfolk Put. All communication, pertaining to
ttstitorial matters, and all eormipondence intended for
the paper shouldbe addressed to JohnClark, aViitor.

Advertisers are requested to hand in their advertise
in, nta before six o'clock in the evening, pi ivions to
publication.

Newsmen and newsboys desiring papers v ill please
have their ordera at the counting-room the cv aiog pre-
Irions before six o'clock.

Mayhew k Brothers, Booksellers and Stationers, are
authorized agents to sell the NorfolkPott, and ill orders
left with them will heattended to the same al If left at
he office of publication.

S. M. Pettergill * Co., are authorized Advertising
Agents for thePast in New Yorkand Boston.

The Democrats of Connecticut have
nominated James E. English for Gov-
ernor.

A duelwas fought near Richmond on
Monday by Lucius Polk and Captain
Millward,of the Spotswood Hotel, in
which the latter received a wound in
the stomach.

The peopleot Norfolk haveresponded
most liberallyto the mere rumor that
Mrs. StonewallJacksonand herchildren
stood in need ofmeans for support, and
especiallyworthy of commendationare
the members of the Thespian Club.

The Democratic conventionsof Con-
necticut and New Hampshire have
passed resolutions indorsing the recon-
struction policy of President Johnson.
The Senate of Maryland, passed?in
concurrence with the House of Dele*
gates? resolutions approving of the
polityof thePresident.

iota's
\ The United States House of Repre-
f sentatives, on Thursday, by 112 against
) 20, passed the bill setting apart all the
1public lands in Mississippi, Alabama,, Tennessee, Florida aud Arkansas for. homestead purposes; no distinction to
I be madeon accountof race or color. No

mineral landsare to be liable to entryor
settlement.

Norfolk is certainly going ahead, if
tho increasing demand for jobprinting
is any indication. In addition to our, present efficient force, oueor two more

? first-class jobprinters could find work
to advantage in the "Post" Job Office.
Applicationswill be received from any
who thoroughly understand thisbrunch
of tbeprinting business. One familiar
withpress workwould be particularly
acceptableat this time.

?-\u2666 ft «. ?.-?\u25a0?-
Legislative Delegates, consisting of

Messrs. Gilmer, of Richmond ; Gray, of
Rockingham ; and Keen, of Pittsylvan-
ia ; on the part of the Senate, and
Messrs. Baldwin, of Augusta ; Grattan,
of Richmond ; MarshaLl, of Fauquier;
Joyaes, of Petersburg; and PendUton,
of Giles; on the part of tbe House of
Delegates, left Rich-noun', on Thursday,
for Washington, having With them the
Joint Resolutions addressed to Presi-
dent Johnson, which were passed by
the General Assembly ou Tuesday last.

?.*,

Wealwaysdeplore the misfortunes of -the fallen. Our heart bleed* over 1
"another'swoe." The peopleof thiscity, ,
whoremember his handsome beaming ,
countenance,?-his eye lik-e Mars to 1
threaten and "command?will let a tear 1
in sorrow fa.l, uponhearlugthat"Capt. |
Edgar, a. d. c." is in trouble- He was ,
well-know n here. Certainly there are 1
those among us whostill rememberbis 1
smile, bispleasant ways, and bis con- 1
siderrttion for all who chanced to come 1
iv contact with his genial presence. <The following hi,from tbe Washington tRcpubitban of Wednesday, .

Cipt Edgai.aLad Bohemian, who vegetated in Wash-ington * t»w months ago, is Imprisoned In Fort Jackson 'wlliiOsniral Crawford, na having been th* Adjutant rU ?,?-,., 1 ~11 that liHi tenner, staff
-*»---. 8

The news from Washington is to the teffect, that theRepublicans arebecom- t
ingalarmedattha toneofthePresident's t
speech to the Montana delegation, and 0It Is given out that the friends of Mr. I
Johnson contemplatea public meeting, f
on tbe 22d instant, to oppose hisreeon- J*
structiou policy. Tha latestnew* from y
Europe is to the 25th of January. Cot- «
ton had declinedid. Consols, 835@87. r
Five-twenties, 6t-",(_-68$. The London I
Times state* thatNapoleov has sent a s
special -tiesaenger toMexico- to sayverb- 1,
ally to Maximilian, that Franc* had a
donefor him all thatshe would do, and t!
that the time bad now arrived when n
I «

the Mexican Emperor must depend
jupon hi* own resource*. President
Johnson contrudicts the story that a new
form of government was contemplated
for Virginia. The Petersburg Express
\u25a0totes that Mr*. Stonewall Jacksonha*
writtena fetter, stating that thacontri-
butions calledfor in herbehalf
are gives under &false impression, and
it is inconsistent with her idea* of
rectitude and honor to receive them.
She beg* that all efforts made toraise
funds for her "relief" will be immedi-
ately stopped. The Virginia.

SW-CHBS
We publish this morning, several

speeches. The orators,it must beowned,
are representativemen. Ou Wednesday
morning, Mr. B. M. Pinney, with a
delegationfrom the teiritory of Mon-
tana, called upon President Johnson.
We publish Mr. Pinuey's speech and
thereply ofthe President. In theafter
noon of the same day, a delegation of
colored men, headed by Frederick
Douglass and GeorgeT. Downing, visi-
ted the White House, and we reproduce
thefull report of all that transpired dur-
ing the interview. "The justaud can-
did citizen will,"say* the Washington
Intelligencer "read with delight tbe
open, simple, and paternalspeech of tbe
President, iv reply to an elaborate,
graceful, and ornate address made to
him by a delegationof colored men,who
are undoubtedly the most respectable
negroes iv tbe world." The frank ad-
dress of the Emperor[of the French, at
the opening of the Legislature, is pub-
lished in full. And finally, a short
speech deliveredlast Tuesday night, by
Kx.President Pierce, at a Democratic
caucus in Concord, N. H.

THE NORFOI.K VIRGINIAN "
We have nottime torefer to the say-

ings of Sir Jonah Harrington, and itha*
beeu some time since we made a last
attempt to fathom the deep and hidden
meanings ofTom Carlyle's Sartor Re-
sartus orphilosophy of old clothes, and
evensupposing thevaluable work could
be found in our extensive libraries, we
,cannot pause to search for itin oureager-
ness to seize thepen and write it down,
that, for the first time in our editorial
experiencesIn Norfolk, we have found
gentlemenconnected with its press. We
have no disposition to enter at length
into a discussion ofquestionsreferredto
by the Virginian, not that we do not
feci that our neighbor would discuss
them in a calm, generousand courteous
spirit, but because we cannot see that
anythingis to be gainedby a controver-
sy betweenthePost and the Virginian.
We are both workingfor tbe accom-
plishment of the same laudable pur-
poses,?and whileWe may each have our
own private sympathies and preju-
dices, ourpublic almsare doubtlessthe
same. All the energies of the Post have,
in timespast, been directed to fostering
t|ie growth and prosperity of this sec-
tion, and especially of Norfolk?to the
work of conciliating and uniting the
people In the bonds of friendship, by
counseling mutual forbearance aud tol-
eration aud forgetfulnsssof thepast. We
have endeavoredlo show thata unityof
feeling and the commonsympathiesof
all ourpeople were essential, to the pros-
perity of the city,?and it is more in
sorrow than In anger, that We ha-S%wit-
nesaed our efforts partially neutralized
by thespiritof intolerancethat has late-
ly grown sorampant in Richmond, anJ
othersections of the state. Ourdearest
action has been spent iv tlieeffort to at-
tract capital and immigration toNorfolk
city ; we havebeen untiring in our zeal
in behalf of this section; we have
pointed out its great commercial and
agricultural advantages?the fertility of
its soil and the salubrity of its climate,?
in fact, tbepictures that we havedrawn
might justly have subjected us to the
imputationof adisiiosition tnexuggeraj-e
and color too highly; but we were as
holiest in our intentions as we were
fixed inour convictions. Weregret that
all our efforts iv this behalf havenot
been crowned with the fall success
which theydeserved;sndfrequently not
onlyour syinpathiesbutoiirtuiUand our
intentionshavebeen madesubjectsof the
grossestmisrepresentation, and wehave

f had to contend against prejudices per-
sonal, political and national. These

r we regarded not, but still traveledon inr the course we bad marked out, deter-
mined to do our whole duty regardless

I alike of praise or censure. We have
never flattered any man orset of men.

'. We haveendeavored to be just iv all
1 things,?and have always frankly de-

* uounced everything that we thought
was calculated to Impedethe advanee-

\ mentor retard the growth of this city,li which we liv*. That we are aud
alwayshave been loyal to theold flag,
is a fact well known In Virginia; but
notfor thi*reason have we assumed, as
thePharisees of old,that we were better
thau our neighbors who had chosen a
different course during the unhappy
struggle just closed. Because we have
worn the "blue," wo donot therefore
find fault with those who have honora-
bly worn the "gray." On the contrary,
our intercourse with gentlemenlately in
the confederate army, has been of the
mostfriendly and social character; and
many of our warmest friends are to be
found among thatclass of our fellow-
citizens; still wecannotsurrender even
to friendship our ideas of theduty we
owe to the country, and the obli-
gation we are under to support: the
majesty of the flag, in all contingences,
and to point out, upon every occasion,
the dangers and risks that are encoun-
tered by those who persist in holding
that theirallegiance and their love are
not alike due to a common country.
It wa* not in any petty »pirit of fault-
finding thatwereferred to tb«? increas-
ing disposition of onr young mm to
wear the gray. But It is tbe natural
consequences of thiscourse that we de-
plore. Wearing this uniform certainly
indicates a disposition to declare their
adherence to th c yielded principles of a
lostcause, snd itwill be so construed ;
and we haveno doubtthat such acts as
thi*, small as they may seem, have bad I,
more to dowithextending the power* |

of the Freedmen-bBureau, and prolong-
ing the probation of(ha South, than the
harangues of Sumner Mid Stevens, and
all the bowlings of tbe so-called
"Jacobin press.'' Trifles go to swell the
aggregate of important totals. The
worldla made of trifles?and this is one
of the trifles thathas helped tokeep the
Sooth in its present abnormal condition.
We merelyreferred to tbe gray as one of
thevisiblesignsofa growingdisposition
lof disaffection toward*the government.
For our own part we care not if all the
inhabitantsof thecity should choose to
clothe themselves in robes of thatcolor;
but we do think it show* very little
respect to President Johnson, for whom
we all profess so much devotion.

In regard to the subject of high rents
and the indispositionof the citizens to
sell their lands to, or to fraternize with,
peoplefrom the North, wecan only say
that property was and is held at the
most exorbitant rates,?and even the
most liberal minded men of theNorth
arelookedupon with suspicion, and de-
barred from social intercourse, A lady
or gentleman of the North, no matter
what his or her worth or position at
home, is almost universally debarred
from the charmed circleof southern so-
ciety. We do not complain of this ; we
only mention thefact. They certainly
have a right to close their hearts ami
their doorsagainst the intrusion Of any
they maychoose to exclude?but it is a
poor way to forget the past; and the
course is certainlydamaging to the best
interests of Norfolk.. In tho North no
southern ladles or gentlemen are ex-
cluded from society because of their
place of birth, or political connections;
and theirexclusion here does not look
much like reciprocity. These things,
however, will perhaps cure themselves,
and the best way to treat them is with
tbe smallest quantity of medicine.
There must comev reaction,?a change
for the betteror the patient dies. There-
fore, we shall watch in silence thepro-
gressof the disease. Our skill to assist
nature is exhausted,aud nature alone
must work the cure. We shall look
hopefully on, and rejoice when we see
a change for thebetter. In the mean-
time, like our pleasant neighbor, we
shall devote ourselves zealously to the
work in hand of still endeavoring to
further the best interests of Norfolk;
aud with an unfalteringtrust in the jus-
ticeof thefuture, shall pursue the inde-
pendent course, we have hitherto fol-
lowed, to the end?wavering not Id our
devotion to the country, while we try
to deal justlyby all men.
SPEECH OF GENERAL PIERCE.

The Democracy of New Hampshire
assembled in Convention at Concord,ou
Wednesday, and nominated John G.
Sinclairof Bethlehem for Governor,and
George H. Pierce of Dover for Railroad
Commissioner. Ex-President Pierce
was invitedto address the delegates, the
night before the Convention. He ac-
cepted tbeinvitation and spoke as fol-
lows :?
It affords me high gratification lomeet here this eveniug so many gentle-

men with whom I have for many y*ars
been associatedpoliticallyand iv sociallife?men who have never faltered in
theirdevotion to what they believed to
be sound principles?men who have
never done au act, uttered a word or en-
tertained a sentiment which has not
been an act, word and sentimentin sup-
port of the Constitution, and of theUnion of theUnited States based upon
it. (Applause.) Ourcountry,my friends,
has passed through serious perils, but Ihope that we are now emerging from
the thick darkness which at one time
brooded over it. The present time calls
for the calm, dispassionate andpatriotic
exertionsof all good men in the work of
restoration?not merely in form, but a
restoration ofa communityofinterests-
fraternal feeling and au equality of
rights among all tho states. I think I
can discern gleamsqf light. The annual
message of President Johnson wa*ad-
mirable; andin my judgmenthis subse-
quent steps looking to restoration have
been guided by wisdom, palrlotism and
statesmanlike forecast. lam pleased to
greet as co-workers iv a noble cause all
men who desirethe immediate restora-
tionof the southern states to their civil
rights, aud who join efforts iv saving
whatever may be saved for tlieprosperi-
ty of our common country. Underany
circumstance**, gentlemen, it would be
abject to despair of the -ftepi*i|l|p. (Ap-
plause.) I cannot address you at length
this eveniug, but thank you again,gen-
tlemen, for this most cordlftl reception ;
and wishing you a happy and success-
ful Convention to-morrow, I bid you all
good night.

FRANCE.
THE EMPEROR* SPEECH *T THE OPENISU OE

THE FRENCH 1.1 UISLATVHM.

The session of the French Legislature
was opened on the 22d by the Emperor
in person. The following is his speech.

Messieurs les Senators et Messieurs les
Deputes?the **j>cning of the legislative
session permitsof a periodic exposition
of tbe situation of the empireand the
expression to you of my views.

As in preceding year*, J will examine
with you the principal questions which
interest our couDtry. Abroad peace
seems assured everywhere, for every-I where the meansare sought for of ami-
cably settling difficultiesiv placeofend-
ing them with tbesword.

The meeting of the English and
French fleets In the same porta has
shown that the relations formed upon
thefield of battle have not been weak-
ened. Time has only cemented the
agreementof the two countries.

In regard to Germany my intentionis
to continue to observe a policy of neu;
trality, which, withoutpreventingus at
time*from being displeasedor satisfied,
leaves us, nevertheless, strangers to
questions in which our interest*are not
directlyengaged.

Italy, recognized by almost all tbe
Power* of Europe, ba* streiigUiened its
unity by inaugurating its capital in the
centre of the Peninsula. We may count
npon the scrupulous execution of the
treaty of the 15th of September, and
upon the indispensable maintenance of
the powerof theHoly Father.

The bonds which attach it* to Spain
aud Portugal arestillmorestrengthened
by my late interview* with the sove-
reign* of those two kingdoms.

Yon have shared with me the general
indignation produced by the assassina-
tionof President I.inooln, and recently
the deathof the King of the Belgian*
haa caused unanimousregrets.

In Mexico tbe government founded
upon thewill of thepeople 1*being con-
solidated. The opposition, conque**ed ,
and dispersed, have no longer aehief.
The national troops have displayed
i i

valor, and theatttuitry has found guar-antee <"a»ooia*."sW which havedeveloped its resources and raised itscommerce with Francealone from tweuty-one to seventy_even millions. A* Iexpressed the hope lust year that nurexpeditionwasnpfiroacliing its terTdriitlVJ\u25a0tion, I am coming to tin understanding
with theEmperorMaximilian to fix t_fl
epoch for th* recall ofour troops before
theirreturn is effectiiited, without eom-
nromisng the French interestswhich wenave been defending in that remotecountry. North America, issuing vic-toriously froma formidable struggle, has
re-established the union, and solemnly
proclaimed the abolition of slavery.France, which forgets ho noblepage of
her history, offers up sincere wishes for
theprosperity of the greatAmerican re-public, and for the maintenance of theamicablerelations which soon will have
had a century's duration. The emotion
produced in the United States by tliepresence of our troops on the Mexican
soil will be pacified by the frankness of
our declarations. The American peo-
plewill comprehend that our expedi-tion, to whichwe invited them, was dotopposedto ther interests. Two nations
equally jealousof their indepandenceought to avoid every step which might
atlect their dignity andtheir honor.

It is In the midstof populationssatis-fied and confiding that our institutions
perform their functions. The munici-
pal elections are conducted with tlie
greatest order and with themost entireliberty. The laws uponcoalitions,which
gave rise to some apprehensions, havebeen carried out with strict impartiality
on the part of those interested. The
working class, intelligent as it is, hascomprehended that the more facility is
accordedto it to discuss itsinterests the
moreit is bound to respect tho liberty
of each and the security ofall. The in-
quiry into the co-operative societies buscome, to demonstrate how just werethe
bases of the law which had been laid
before you on this important subject.This law will permit the establishment
of numerous associations to thebenefit
of labor and providence. Iv orderto
favor the developmentofthem, I havedecided that authorization to meet to-
gether shall be accorded to all those
who, outside of politics, may desire todeliberaterespectingtheir industrial and
commercialinterests. This liberty will
be unlimited except by tbe guarantees
which public orderrequires. The equi-
librium of the budget is secured by a
surplus of revenue. In order loattainthis result it was necessary to eftbeteconomy in the greaterpart of thepub-
lic services, among others in the War
Department.

The army being on a peace footing
therewas only the alternative of redu-
cing either the regimental cadresor the
effective. The lattermeasure was im-
practicable, since the regiments hardly
mustered the necessarystrength ofmen.
The goodof the service counselled even
their augmentation. By suppressing
the cadresot two hundred and twenty
companies, forty-six squadronsand for-
ty batteries, but dividing the men
among the remaining companies and
squadrons, we have rather strengthen-
ed than weakened our regiment*. Nat-
ural guardian of the Interests of the
army, I would not have consented to, these reduction, if they had necessarily
altered our military organization or

' broken the existence of men whose ser-
vices and devotion I have been able to
appreciate.

The budget of the public works and
that of education have not undergone
auy diminution. It was of use to pre-

i serve to the grand enterprises of the
state their fertile activity, and to main-
tain the energetic impulseof public in-
struction.

Agriculture has made great progress, since 1852. At this moment it suffers? from the lowering of the price of cere-i als. That depreciation is tho necessary> consequence of tlie plenty of the h*r-
i vests, aud of the suppression of (he
> sliding scale. I have thought it useful
i to open aserious inquiry into the eon-- dition and needs of agriculture. It

will, I am convinced, confirm theprin-
ciples of commercial liberty.

In the midst of always increasing
prosperity uuquiet spirits, under tlie
pretext of discussing the liberal progress
of the government,wonld hinderit from
marching by taking from itullforceand
and initiative. Tho constitutionof ls">i!,
submittetl|lo tbe acceptance of the peo-
ple, undertook to establish a system,
rationally nnd wisely basetl upon the
justequilibrium between the different
(towers of the Stale. It is at an equal
distance from two extreme situations.
With a Chamber, mistress of the fate of
Ministers, the Executive is without
authoiity and without spirit! in tlie
same way it is without eontroK if the
electivechamber Is not Independentand
in possession of the legitimate preroga-
tive. Our constitutional forms, which
have a certain analogywith thoseof the
United States, are not deficient (-"-cause
they differ fromthoseofEngland. Eacli
peopleshould have institutions confor-
mable to its genius and traditions. As-
suredly every government has its de-
fects ; but casting a look at the past I
rejoice In seeing at the end of fourteen
years Francerespected abroad, tranquil
within,without politicalprisoners,wit li-
mit exiles beyond its frontier'-.

The nation for four score years has
amply discussed theoriesof government.
It is now no longer useful to seek tho
theoretical means of improving the
moral and material conditions of the
people. Let us employ ourselves in
spreadingeverywhere intelligence,heal-
thy, economic doctrines, the love of
what is good, ami religious principles.
Let us solve by the freedom of our tran-
sactions the difficult problem of the
just distribution of productive forces,
and let us attempt to ameliorate the
condition of laborin the tieldsas in Ihe
workshops, Wheu all Frenchmen in-
vested with political right* shall have
been enlightenedby education, ihey will
discern the truth withoutdifficulty,aud.
will not suffer themselves to be seduced
by possible theories. When all those
who liveby dailywages shall have seen
Increased the benefit* which assiduous
toil procures, they will be firm suppor-
ters of a society which guarantees their
welfareand theirdignity.

Finally, wheu all ttfia!! h»ye received
from infancy those principles of faith
and morality which elevate man in his
own eyes, they will know that above
human intelligence, above the efforts of
science and reason, there exists a Su-
preme Will which rules the destiuies of
individualsas well a* of nations.

Spiritualism.?We put the follow-
ing onrecord. If Napoleon survives it,
we'll have nothing further to do with
spirits:

The following letter was received at
thePhiladelphia Pressoffice on Monday
evening:

To the Editorof the jPrcM?Sir : The
followingcommunication(which J give ,
you verbatim) was received at a private
circle on Sunday evening,at hall-past »
P.M.: <«? "France is without tin Envpfrot! \u25a0Youwill get the news in ten deu/-i(lu)
days. TkUUforatest."Through the mediumship of J. B.
Conklin, 413 north Sixth street.

Philadelphia,February4,18t)t3.
Owingto the recent accidents from -tlie tubular IqUers of steamboats, tlie

underwritei-sdmLouisvllle, Kentucky,
have refused to take risk*on steamboat*
where such boilers are used.

UEWSPiVPBB NEWS.
The editor of the Louisville Journtil,

alluding to a recent interview witli Ihe
President says : "We **-,pected to fimi
the President w'efjy and worn and hag-
gard, Never were we more mistaken.
Hswasin the tiueat anditiost, vigorous
health, _is face as fresh ns in earliest

of state' beat
uprrti hirfi, and as txtdrri and serene and
cheerful as if only tbe responsibilities ot
aprivate citizen rested upon him. It
would have been evidentto any one,
seeing him as we saw him, that he is afirm, resolute.self-poisedman,confident,
butnot vainly orarrogantly confident.inhis own strength, and as Immovable as n
rock or mountain iv hisown deepand
fixed purposes. His will is like his
frame, and that is ofiron."

Resolutions wereunanimosly adopted
by both bouses of the VirgiuiaLegisla-
ture on Tuesday, cordially approving
tbe policy of President Johnson; ac-
quiescingin theresults of the late war,
including the destruction of slavery,ami
declaring thatVirginiahasno intention
agaiu to violateher plighted faith with
the nation, and that representationsput
forth to this effect are criminal and
cruel. The legislators, however, take
occasion to tack a little bit of State
rights doctrine on the tail of the series,
to the effect that "Virginia will not
voluntarilyconsent to change the ad-
justmentof political power'as" fixed by
the constitutionof the United States.'

Of the greatcotton basin within the
parallelogram by theArkansas river on
the north, the Mississippi on the east.
Bayou Bartholomew on tbe west, and
the l.ouii-iaiitt line on tbe south, em-
bracing the valuable cotton-growing
districts of Red Fork, Amos aud Bar-
tholomewbayous, not one-eighth is in
cultivation,and wild lands In any of
these districts can be purchased at the
ordinary prices of from five to fifteen
dollars per acre, the customary terms
being one-third or one-half cash.

The notorious burglar, Henry Coats,
alias Carr, alias Morton, whose arrest
we mentioned, .a day or two since, as
having taken*plaeo In Charleston, and
who with Lyman aud Williams, robbed
tbe National Bank at Willington, Lo-
rain* county, Ohio, of fifty-seven thou-
sand dollars, wits brought toNew.York
on Tuesday from Charleston on the
steamship Alhambra. The parties wlio
made the arrest travelled over twelve
thousand miles iv track of the burglar
before they succeeded in nabbing him.

"Have you read (Sumner's speech,"
inquired ayankeeofa southern friend
"What! Would you expect me to read
tbe ravings of that fanatic V" By-and-
by he of the South inquired, "Have
you read thegreat speech of Henry A.
Wise?" "What!" exclaimedhis friend.
"Would you expect me to read a speeoh
of thatmadman ?"

The Harford Republican papers are
at loggerhead*about tbe President's pol-
icy. The Lpurant sustains the course of
SenatorDifou and the President,* while
the Press and Post unqualifiedly con
demn, and charge Dixon with seeking
to break up the party.

President Johnson stated to a promi-
nent member of Congress, a few days
ago, that he not only considered the
Confederate State* in the Union, but
more in the Union than ever before, be-
cause now their law* are more repub-
lican than theyever were.

Lieut. General and Mrs. Orant have
recalled their invitations to a dancing
reception on next Monday evening,
(February 12,) on account of that being
the day appointedfor the Congressional
ceremoniesin memory of the late l'resi
dent Lincoln.

ileiiiittl Wood, In command of tho
Department of Mississippi, has issnetl
an ortler thatno intervention be taken
by tho military In the case of negroesor
whitepersons who may be and arepun-
ishable by the laws of tbe State.

There is a strong probability that S.
S. Cox will be theDemocraticcandidate
for Congress in the district now repre-
sented by Raymond, of the New York
Times.

The Shreveport (Louisiana) people
to do the largest cotton business of any
inland city iv the South. A very active
trude in this staple is doing thereat the
present Mine,

The extensive paper milt at St.
Charles, Illinois,said to be tlie largest
iv the West, was destroyed by fire on
Sunday night, entailing a loss of one
hundred aud ten thousand dollars.

The appointmentof K. T. Parker its
Surveyor of the port of New Orleans is
said to giveuniversalsatisfactionin thai
city.
",

TIfOOD! WWl)i'!"""wOOI>T!
AT FIVE DOLLARS PER CORD;

HALE AND QUARTER CORDS
at

THE SAME HATE,

FOR SALE
at

FRANCIS DECORDEY'S.
Bast

WHITE ASH COAL
AtForty-Two Cents pel Bushel.

RED ASH, I.ORBBRRY AND SIIAMOKIN COALS
Fur Sale at thoLowest Market li ices.

WHITE* AND YELLOW I'INH LUMBER,
Of the Pest Quality, always onhand.

I'll A MIU-.RI,AWE'S WIIAKF;
STEAMERS AND STEAM THUS

WHAUEAQE (FREE.)
12 Feel Six Inches Water at my What f.

fB%10?lw» 'I. DECORDBY.

TO THE MERCHANTS OF
NORFOLK.

A thoroughBusiness Man, who has 1,,,,-n in tbe Com-
mission, Importing aud Shipping Business iv New Tort,where he hne resided for ever tin years, is ilesir,,»« ol
uniking nn arrangsncntwith some Norfolk HonNe thnt
would like to have an Agentin St. Nasaire, Bordeaux,
Havre, Pari*, Marseilles, <tc ,France.

He ia a Penman, lias a complele kuowlrdge of the
English language, and is ?s mm I, familiar wllh Oje
American Markets as with th.French ones.

Satisfactory information cnu tc civ, n as tohis n-eiiect-
ability aud integrity. Address MILET,

No. 864 Sixth Avenu., New York City.
fehlft?lw

~T~ FENTRESS,
* CABINET MAKER

and
OENERAI. UNDERTAKER.

At J. J. Totmnt, No. 75 Church Street, and cornei
Poartli and Hsary Street*, Portsmouth.

*3- All orders for Repairing, Rerainlng ami Uphol.
storing promptly and neatly executed, folilO?ly

tjiFj'Ta n! t c di .
A .--MALI. HOUSE ia tha Caatval part of the city.

Applyat FOLUER, CARTWRIOHT d: CC'S.

SALE.
The Schoouor" VOLTA," about 71 Tona burthen, I.for

sale. ForpartkuUra applyto
f-l,a_it ALEXANDER BELL.

Ap"i~p~M R ,
X rites fIrARKLIHa OTITIS,

very Hue, in Pints end Quarts, Ja*t reoaived ,4 Lh..
"TIP TO**'"

Wis* and Liunor Store,
feM?tf Under tb* Atlantic Hotel.

A/TADEIRA WINE.- ' A f-w doßi'U bottle* uf vei) tine
OU> MADEIRA,

* variety?f,* sal*at the "TIT TOP"
Wine and Llqnur 5t,?,,,

tiatlS |f I'nrl.i the Atlantis- Hotel.

MISCELLANEOUS.
r., tfj jjrrff ~t wo YWabTsL m

HA li S E S S ,
ATO VET ' '""*a vair travei.hr

i.'KDi-tit tiii: Mil.,; or

BRIGGS it ROGERS,
ROGERS <fr LANGLEY,

BURRUSS, ROGERS & LANGLEY,
% A. THOMPSON & CO.,

NOWlaaßMßaaaaMSßwaMMssaavaimaaaKSjMaMßMaaaMaßMMaaßM,

W. B. ROGERS & CO.,
N.O SO WIDE WATER AND ROANOKE STREETS,

NOWOIiK, VIRGINIA,
1 V IbPoRTEES AND lIKAI.ItIIH IN
WINES,

BRANDIES,
WHISKIES,

RUM,
GIN,

BITTERS,
ALE;

PORTER,
And all other Uoo,l* nsiiiilly found in a I'msT-Cuss

Wine and Liquor Store,
Which we offer to tho Trtnlo and to consumers at

Till* I.OWKST RATES.
W. U. KOUERB k CO.,

No. 20 Wi!. W.it, i- antl Itoanokostreet*.
fel>3?tf

4-? p;UTMONEY IN THYPURSE!''
ROAD TO ! !

5,000 ACTIVE AND RELIABLE AUKNTB, MALE
or Ki-imile, anil <»f all ages, nr* wanted to canvass every
City, Town, Village, Hamlet. Workshop and factory
throughout thu entire world, for the sal. of our
WATCHES, .IEWRLRV, SILVER-WARE, MOBICAI,

BOXES, ALBUMS nnrt OTHER ARTICLE*.
EuergeUc persons of good habits and fair business tact,
can clear over S*2s per v ,-,-k in the country, and a much
largeramount in thickly settled localities 1

NO CAPITAL REQUIRED !!
Samples of our Articles, to tli«nmmniiof $3, will be scut
by until fur iuxpt-etion, antl if uo} perfectly
norhiwgi'!

S»ml vitiirmMrpRH. If yon nroof un imliiHtrions tarn of
miinl ninl in <nn*Bt of immcilinto wealth !! Direct to

PAItKINi-iON A CO., Importers,
fy6?tf '.JOS Brnftdwfty, N«w Yprk.

HP H O M A 8 P. B. CAREY,
T A IITo R ,

Corner of Main anil Hoanoko Fquare,
Opposite AUntitle Hotel.

AUMY AND NAW UNIFORMS
Mailn Aci-ardiug tti Regulations.

Give us aCall.
janlS?ly

TMTAUTIN, BAKER &
Attorney* at Law,

Nllin-'OI.K ViIWINIA,
;tu,l

ELIZABETH CITY, NOKTH CAROLINA,
Will atteud all the Court., of Norfolk, l-ortsmouth, Priu
coss Ann,- and Natlaemon*. Virginia, and of Gates,
Cltowau, I'eruiiuiiauH, l',tMju>,i:iuk, Citintlun nnd Ciirri-
tuck. North Carolina.

I*,tt,.rs addressed to the firm, tither at Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, or Eli/.iil?'tli City, North Carolina, will receive
prompt attention.

WM. E. MARTIN,. ? Elizabeth City, N. C.
WM. J. UAKBR,

Norfolk, Va.
JAS. W. HINTON,

Norfolk, Va.
*5Jr Office nt Norfolk, N,, 47 Btiuk titreet.
jauil?liu ,

I> OBEN SW I G &.C 0. ,
DEALERS IN

C LOTHINfI,
HATS, CAPS,

GENTS' FURNISHING GOODH, &c.
No. Id, Main IMM

Ja 16-1y.

\vr a F r T ¥" d" "'.
Two Iliiu.lri',lThonsaud 1ti.,1 and Whit,, Onk IIOH9--IIKA.II STAVES and IIKAD'NO, lor whirl, til,.- highest

cnili pittas a ill li.- Bald.
1.-l.tl- l?. J. M. SMITH A imOTHKIt.

J? O "ltf g A L E
A tin, fAMII.V IIOItSK, nine vearsi.l,l, perfectlysound

ami Itin,l. Als,,, lIIHIOY en,l IMItNKSS. Price ,!,»,
Apply to EOLOER, CAHTWHIUIIT S CO.,

saatlaV-tr No. ga Wld* Water st,Nortola, Va,

jfIONQRESS WATERT"
In cases, four dozen I'luls, lor is> low, at thofihS-tr "'ir? TOP.-'

TOBACCO.
A l'l'llr'UCT NOSEUAY.Try it. T.. he l.iuiul only atlli,, .

'Til'TOP'!
-Trine aud Lio,,tor 8t,,r,-,

fnuS?lf Under the Atlantic 11, : I

rVK. ALEXANDER T. BELL
HrW|M'< tfilltV ofltrTH Jll- UTTiCaW to liv- |ihlilin. Officii

anil rafMffttMNo. 41 Hmirh Ontlierine ritr<*et,

j.uil7?l>

C E ED
OATS,

SEED
OATS,

Bf\'\f\ Btisb.ls SF.htD OATS nana) andforsnleby,UIXJ i'"";-"' ' \u25a0U.T.JbIO<*OVEK.

(JODFISH, . and, POTATOES.
Just received, a largo lot of Ihe nbove, ninl for sal* faclv*.. consignment,by B. T. BOCKfTVER. '
*»- Day Hook copy. Jitti_0?tf

NEW CRptKERY, OLASB AND
WOOIiV'N-WAHE STORK,

Ho. 62 Main Street.
THOMAH E. ROBERTS

Ha* oil hillid till articles of n,,nseliol,l necessity In lh
linn, al prices ft, snlt the times. Cull ami examine bis
Stock. No trouble to alma-our 11,?,,15. The best nitiilo
of Kerosene fill nnrl tanVipß, JataaaV-ly

T>~ V A N & MA~h" A N,
IN|»IA WHAlll'

WOOD YARD,
NORFOLK, YIRUINIA.

Wood Sawed,Split ntnl lieliverul, by Ibe Cord, Half
CoriLQuartnr Cord, and Kindling in Bin-rets.

Onters left *t Snntoe' Drug Store, No. [» Main slreet,
Mnyhow'* i;,,..k Store, No. 87 Main street. J. It. li?(tie'»
New Murk, i. cirnerof Bute and Cliurlotte streets, willbe promptlyattended to.

F..r the distribution of Kiielllug, their Team, litted up
expressly l«r this puiio- . i» kept constantly nn thostreets. ,u,,l parties can be supplied at the shortest notice.

Jnu22-tf
R . THO M AS~" ¥.'^W~ARD

Respectfully oilers bl-t services to the public, Offlro
No. 21 Main street, opposite Atlantic Hotel.

Message, left nt the Drag Store ?f l.tellow k Wilson
miller Uie Atlantic Hotel, will meet wiih pivnup
iteutiou. janl7?ly

* '--- ' "TBI

JaJ O T 1 C B .
The iHWiness heretofore conducted b»

N. A. THOMPSON A CO.,
1-Ihi* day, FEBRUARY 1,1866.

W. B."BOUEB8 & CO.
will hereafter conduct tho

W 110LB 8ALE aud RETAIL

WINE AKD LIQUOR TRADE,

AT THE

OLD .*?*\u25a0 T A N l»

op
i

BURRUSS, ROUERS & LANGLEY,
NO. 20 WATER anil ROANORK STREETS,

NORFOLK, IIINIA

WM. 11. ROtIEB.-,
S. A. THOMPSON,

febl-lm EDWARD RIDDLE-


