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In dividing joint rates between participating carriers the
Commission must congider “the importance of the carrier to the
public as a transportation utility.”

In times of emergency such temporary through routes may
be established a<-“are necessary or desivable in  the publie
interest.”

Perhaps never before has the interest of the public been held
so continuously in mind as in the conception and perfection of the
railroad bill ag pasged by the Senate. If it shall become a law
substantially as written the people will at last have come into
their own. The term “public utility” has long been a misnomer.
Many rouds have been used more as private utilities for the cre-
ation of immense individual fortunes. Others have become the
butt of experiment by State legislatures, with disastrous results
1o themselves and the public. The roads as a whole have come
to be looked upon by some employes as their own private proper-
tv, the bills to be paid by the public and the profits, if any, di-
vided between public and employes. Now under the terms of the

Senate bill, the roads are to hecome in reality public utilities and |

will be operated ag such.”

ALMA ROLLER MILLS

Uhis editornal 18 not an advertisment for any concern or any
particular brand or make of flour, but the purpose of it is to call
attention to a few pertinent facts concerning the Alma Roller

Mills which recently began operations and are turning out flour,

from Gratiot county wheat,

The manufacture of tlour is an important industry. and such
an institution is of great value to any community., Especially
18 that true in a section that produces the quality and quantity
of wheat produced by Gratiot county farmers,

It ought to be perfectly plain to all of us that the operation
of thig mill means a market for wheat grown in this section, and
the farmers who grow that wheat will be patrons of Alma mer-

chants, and spend their money here, all of which will help to"make | Bi

Alma grow and thrive.

If the Alma mill product is a good product, we people should
eat it, our merchants should =ell it and advertise it to other folks,
because it means industry in our ecity, and furnishes a market for
the product of adjacent farms,

Anything that will legitimately build up Alma should be
encouraged. Our manufacturing industries are amongst the best
in the state, and no section excels Gratiot county in the produc-
tion of wheat and other agricultural products, at being the
case let us unite in encouraging every industry that will tend to
make Alma a larger city and a more desirable place to live, Alma
Roller Mills included.

v

A Berlin despatch informs us that “Opinions here agree that | foeble condition otring to the inade.

German interests are better served by America inside than out-
side the league.”” Of course. That is what the real Americans of
the Senate have contended from the beginning. Mr. Wilson re-
fuses to acknowledge the faet, or acknowledging it, refuses to let
it stand in the way of the realization of his ambition, the league.

Suppose it snows and the wind blows today, and you feel as
ugly as a bear with a sore head, what good will it do to pass that
on to everyone you meet, Forget it, the sun will shine some other
day and you will live longer by pretending you're happy anyway,
and your friends will enjoy your society a heap more.

! Where did you get your license to make mean remarks about
vour neighbors, and assume that you have a lead-pipe cinch on
all virtue and truthfulness? This world would be a mighty nice
old place if we would all cut out olir unjust eriticisms and make
every effort to do as we would be done by.

If I don't do my part, you don’t do _\':mr part, “Jim" don’t
do hig part, “Susan” don't do her part, toward building up Alma
this year and bettering conditions, (and there are a lot of others
like us), who will be to blame if the city stands still or slides
back ?

What company you keep; how you spend your money; and
what language vou use are factors that determine your standing

among men. c = » wadhiaall
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lelearly as one of the strong features

of the yveur's work. Hesides moving
into the eity hall's moch larger und
better quarters, correspondence has

| heen again opened with Mr. Bertram

in charge of Carnegie libraries, and

Your committee is very happy to
report, that perhaps the most im-
portant event in the history of the
Civic League, has happened this day, |
when the little old Reading Room on
Woodworth Ave., started in fear and
nourished with trembling, has blo#® |
somed into the Alma City Library.

The Library is being moved into
the city hall this afternoon.

However, the library i in a very

quate gumber of books., and the li-|
brary committee would recommend |
that u committee be appointed to |
carry on an extensive campaign to |
obtain money with which to buy books
for the library,

They havegnow a number of 1.218]
books, only a part of which is a credit
| to the library, many r-inu soiled and
torn. |

116 books mostly new und others
practically so, have bheen donated dur-
Ling the vear

|

Books have alse  been  purchased |
from Mrs. H. M. Dunham and Dy |
Bagley. . o |

Durng the sear 1919 there has been
an attendance of 16,000 people at the
Reading Room which means more

than o two-thirds' incrense  over the
preceding year's
In Nov. the committer  appainted

for the work of buying furniture with
the nsaistance of the executive officers
of the League, placed the ovder for
new furnituve with the Libeary Bu
rentt Co, who muke only furniture
denigned espes l.u”:s for libhrnries !
After “investignting the rveliability
of the Library Buresnu Co, and acting
with the advier secured from  wmore

service of a high order

Oh. Boy! “Fatty” Arbuckle T “The
Hayseed"—Idlehour, Wedneslny and|
Thursdayv.—ady,

Very smart new models in silk and |
gatin hats at Robinson’s.—adv

tors and such other business as may

' Thursday —adv,

properly come before the meeting.
January 2, 1820,

A0-25¢ Harley Williams, Sec'y.
Oh, Boy! "F;Tlt_\"' Arbuckie in “The

Hayseed"—Idlehour, Wednesday and

— — —|

| the league closes the vear with bright ! - : -
hopes for o library worthy the ecity , |
artley’s Marke
Respectfully submitted,
(Mrs. R. HO Ellg B, Wildox, See'y
Treasurer's Report—1919 . L . :
RECEIPTS [« in excellent position to supply you with good quality
Caush i bunk, Jan. 1 s LL77 Meats, cleanly handled.
Cert. of leposit SO, 00 . .
"t,,:_-.i '“.._”.I 'T;I‘;‘:_ IH'T;. We carry a complete stock of beef, pork, veal, lamb, poultry, fish
Rec'd from shrtiba 12.0x A and ovsters.  Pure home rendered lard a specialty, Our |
[ Rec'd from Int. on bonds 10,00 suusage and hamburger are made from good, clean |
Ree'd from Int, on Cert. 11.67 meats, freshlv ground every day
Rece’dd from City Clerk 10040, 00 T
Ree'd from Mrs. Ruggle's tea 42.95 * Pork loins. trimmed, b i
Rec'd from Mrs, Wright = s
and Miss Case Loy Pork sausage, Ib S
e Salt pork, fut, Ib 2 Pure Minnesota spring wheat,
£1737.02 e Aawd sl lots SR . :
DISBURSEMENTS Pure lard in five-lh lot 2K per bbl £14.00
Lent SN0 00 Beef kettle roast b 18¢-24¢ 1% bhl, $1--‘f“
Care - 167, 00 Short ribs of 'beef. 1b 14k Pure m:ckwheut. 10 1hs. ihe ]| |
Lights and Fuel Ug.81 01 .. . ; n e Famao, & b, sack 400
Magazines and papers 71.88 Veal for stewing, th s Graham, stone ground, 5 Ibs 17
Fed. dues and dalegates 26.50 Lamb stew. Ib 26¢ !
v lilirary -5y =g 5 a & Ih O |
Books for library 12 ;._l { Whitefish, b 24 Rolled oats, 5 lbs. 29 l
Waste cans 42,05 =i Crackers, in 8 1b, boxes 18 |
Miseellaneous 11.15 §| Lake trout, Ib i Karo syrup, 10 Ib. pail 90c |
w Oysters, Majestic, qt. Tl Baking molasses, No. 2% can |
! l ' i : e :: Milk, Danish Prize, tall can 16 _ . _ 23c
Hance Janunry 1, 1520 . tad \
m._%mimn‘. submitted Cheese, full eream, Ib. 40 Raisins, pkg. 22¢ [
Estella Moove, Treasurer. Pickles in bulk, sweet, sour and Prunes, medium size, 2 lhs. 5¢
(To the Alma Civic Improvement dill. Fruit preserves, 14 oz. jar 2d¢
League: '

Highest market prices paid for

live stock, poultry, eggs und butter

Richard Lodewyk

We have moved to the Garage in Rear of Wright House

7

| OU have experienced the
shortage in Ford cars pre-
The same condi-

viQus years.
tion will exist

Fordson Tractors.
one for Spring now is the time
to place your order.

BE WARNED

C. M. JOHNSON |

Fardfrm I)r'sfrfhum r ‘

in delivery of
If you want

Thunderbolt”

—

Che Regent Cbeafre\ -

Thursday and Friday, Jan. 22 and 23

Yeur First Opportunity to See the
American Beauty '

KATHERINE
MacDONALD

——IN——

“The

In the supporting cast is Thomas
Meighan and Spotiswoode Aitken,

who are also very prominent. ¢
This picture broke the house record for at-
tendance in The Madison Theatre, Detroit, .
when it played there about three weeks ago.
Matinee Both Days at 2:15---10¢-20¢
Evening at 7:00 and 8:30 — 15¢ - 25¢ '
;hﬁ —
-.-




