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greater distance. Silently he wormed
Ids way back Into the tree. It was his
Intention to hail her from beyond the
palisade, giving her the feeling of se-

curity which lie Imagined the stout
barricade would afford.

He had scurcily left his position In
tho tree when his 'attention was at-

tracted by a considerable noise upon'
the opposite side of the village. Uy
moving a little lie could see tho gate
at the far end of the main street.

A number of men. women and chil-

dren were running towurd It. It swung
open, revealing tho head of a caravan
upon the opposite side. It trooped In
niotly organization black slaves ana
dark lined Arabs of tho northern des-

erts; cursing camel drivers urging on
their vicious charges; overburdened
donkeys, waxing sadly pendulous ears
while they endured with stoic patience
the brutalities of their masters; goats,
sheep and holses.

Into the village they till trooped .be-

hind a tall, sour old man, who rode,
without greetings to those who shrank
from his pa Ih. directly to a large goat-
skin tent in the" center of the village.

Here he spoke to a wrinkled black
hag.

Korak from his vantage point could
see It all. He sauvthe old man asking
questions of the black woman, and
then he saw the latter point in the
direction of tho tree beneath which
die little ejrl played.

A grim smile curved the thin, cruel
lips of the Arab. The child essayed
to crawl away, but before she could
get out of reach the old man kicked
her brutally, sending her sprawling
upon the grass. Then ho followed her
up to seize and strike her as was liis
custom.

Above them In the tree a beast
crouched where a moment before had
teen a boy a beast with dilating nos-

trils and bared fangs a beast that
trembled with rage.

The sheik was stooping to reach
for tho girl when tho Killer dropped
to the ground at liis side. His spear
was still in his left hand, but he had

forgotten it. Instead his right list was
clinched, and the sheik took a back-

ward step, astonished by the sudden
materialization of this strange appari-
tion apparently out of a clear sky, the

heavy list landed full upon his mouth,
hacked by tho weight of tho young
giant and the territlc power of his
more than human muscles.

1 'deeding and senseless, the sheik
sank to earth. Korak turned toward
the child. She had regained her feet
ami stood, wide eyed and frightened
looking lirst up into his face and then
horror struck at the recumbent figure
of tho sheik. In an involuntary ges-

ture of protection the Killer threw an
arm about the girl's shoulders and
stood waiting for the Arab to regain

Tor u moment they re-

mained thus, then tho girl spoke.
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Presently Akut ennio Jin with Mm.
To tlK- - beast there was less of Imrmr
la the sljrht Hum t the !al. yet ever
tlif jrreat ape growled beneath Ms
breath at useless torture belnu inllict-- v

upon the helpless slaves.
11c looked at tin' boy. Now that he

had caught up with tin- - creatures '

his own kind, why was it that he did
not rush forward ai.d Kieet tln'in? lie
put the question to his companion.

"They are liends." muttered the hoy.
"I would not travel with surh as they,
for If I did I should set upon them
iiihI kill them the first time tle-- heat
their people as they nro heating them
now. l'.ut," lie added after a moment's
thought, "I can ask them the where-nhout- s

of the nearest port, and then,
Akut, we can leave them."

The ape made no reply, and the hoy
swuiik to the ground and started at a
brisk walk toward the safari, lie was
a hundred yards away, perhaps, when
one of the whites caau'lit si'Iit of him.

The man juve a shout of a'arm, In-

stantly leelin hl rille upon the boy
and full));. The bullet struck ju-- t in
front of Its mark, scattering turf and
fallen leaves against the lad's lejrs. A

second later the other white and the
black soldiers of the rear jjuard were
llrim: hysterically at Mm.

.Tack leaped behind a tree, linlilt.
Days of panic ridden lliftht through
the jungle had tilled Carl Jenssen and
Sven Malhihn with Jandintr nerves and
tiieir native novs with unreasona
terror, livery new note from behind
sounded to their frightened cars the
romlni; 01 the sheik and his blood-

thirsty followers. j

When, after conquering their nerv-
ousness, the rear puard advanced upon
the enemy's position to Investigate
they found riofhim.'. for Akut and the j

boy had retreated out of rane of the
unfriendly pun.

.Tack was di and sad. lie
had n)t entirely recovered from the j

depresiint: 'effect of the unfriendly
he,'had received at the hands

of the blaks, and now he had found
an evon more hostile one accorded
him by mc h of his own color.

"TIn lesser beasts ilo from me In

terror,' he murmured half to himself;
the greater beasts are ready to tear
me to pieces at siht. I'.lack men would
kill me with their spears or arrows.
And now white nun, my own kind,
have tired upon and drien me away.

"Are all the creatures of the world
my enemies? lias the son of Tarzan
no friend other than Akut?"

The old ape drew closer to the boy.
"There are the ureat apes," he said.

"They only will be the friends of
Akut's friend. Only the ;,Tcat apes
will welcome the sen of Taizan. You
have seen that men want nothing of
you. Let us pi now and continue our
search fur the j;;vat ape- - our people.'

CHAPTER VII.
A Rescue.

A year had passed since the two
Swedes had been driven In terror lroni
the sn,vape country where the sheik
held sway. Little Meilem still played
with her doll C'eeka, hulhin' all her
childish love upon the now almost
hopeless ruin of what had never, even
In Its palmiest days, pos-ess- even a
slight tlejrree of loveliness.

The sheik had been away for a lor.?
time, Conducting a caravan of Ivory,
skins and rubber far Into the north.
The Interim had been one of jrreat
peace for Meriein. It Is true that Ma-bun- u

had still been with her, to pinch
or beat her as the mood Seized the

old ha;:, but Mahunu was only
one. Wheu the sheik was there alo
there were two of them, and the sheik
was stronger and more brutal even
than Malmnu.

Little Merlem often wondered why
the prim old man hated her so. It Is
true that he was cruel and unjust to
all with whom he came In contact, but
to Merloni he reserved his greatest
cruelties, his most studied injustices.

As the little girl played she prat-
tled continuously to her companion,
propped in a sitting position with a
couple of twigs. She was totally ab-

sorbed In Ciceka so much so that she
did not note the gentle swaying of the
branches of the tree above her as they
bent to the body of a creature that had
entered them stealthily from the Jun-

gle.
'

In happy Ignorance the little girl
played on, while from above two steady
eyes Looked down upon her, unblink-

ing, unwavering. There was none oth-

er than the little girl In this part of
the village, which had been almost de-

serted si wo the sheik had left long
months before upon Ms journey to-

ward the north.
And .out in the Jungle, an hour's

march from the village, the sheik was

leading his returning caravan home-

ward.
A year had passed since the white

men had fired upon the lad and driven
Mm back Into the Jungle to take up
his search for the only remaining crea-

tures to whom he might look for
the great ape. Fr

months! the two laid wandered fast
nurd, deeper mid deeper Into the Jun- -

The year had done much for tho boy

turning hi already mighty muscles

t tnews or steel, developing nis wuvu-cra-ft

to a point where It verged upou
the uncanny, perfecting his arboreal
Instincts and training him in the use
of both natural and artificial weapons
of offense and defense.

He had become at last n creature of
marvelous physical powers and monffc

cunning. Ho was stUMmt a boy, yet
so great was his strength that tlm
powerful anthropoid with which he
often engaged in mimic battles was
no match for Mm. Akut had taught
him to tight as the bull ape lights, nor
ever was there a teacher better titled
to instruct in the. savage . warfare f

primordial man or a pupil better
equipped to profit by the lessons, of a
master. . ....

As the two searched for a band of
the almost extinct species of ape to
which Akut belonged they lived upon
the host the Jungle afforded. Antelope
and zebra fell to the boj's spear cr
were dragged down by the two power-
ful beasts of prey, who leaped upon
them from some overhanging limb or
from the ambush of the undergrowth
beside the trail to the water hole or
the ford.

Akut and Jack, now called Korak In
the ape language, were moving slowly
down the wind, and warily, because
the advantage was with whatever
beast might chance to bo hunt In.';
ahead of them, where their scent spoor
was being borne by the light breeze.
Suddenly the two halted simultaneous-
ly. Two head were cocked upon one
side. Like creatures hewn from solid
.. . ...i- - .1 l i 1.1 i:K Uiev sioom uiii;io ,ioi.', wieouii;.
.Not a muscle quivered.

For several seconds they remained
thus. Then Korak advanced cautiously
a few yards ami leaped nimbly intt
a tree. Akut followed close upon hi
heels. Neither had made a sound that
would have been appreciable to lm- -

man ears at a dozen paces.
Stopping often to n, they crept

forward throima the trees. That both

f
And Then the Killer Paused.

were greatly puzzled was apparent
from the questioning looks they cast
at one another from time to time.

Finally the lad caught a glimpse of
a palisade a hundred yards ahead and
beyond it the tops of some goat skin
tents and a number of thatched hut:;.

His lip upcurled In a savage snarl.
Blacks! I low he hated them I He
signed to Akut to remain where hi?
was while he advanced to reconnoiter.

Ho heard a voice beyond the pa IN

sade, and toward that lie made his
way. A great tree overhung the

at the v ry point from which
the voice came. Into this Korak crept.

His spear was ready In his hand.
His ears told him of the proximity of
a human being. All that his eyes re-

quired was a single glance to show
him liis target; then, lightning-like- ,

tho missile would lly to its goal.
With raised spear he crept among

the branches of the tree, glaring down-
ward In search of the owner of thu

oiee which rose to him from below.
At lust he saw a human back. Th5

spear hand flow to the limit of th.'
throwing position to gather the force
that would send the iron shod missile
completely through tho body of the un-

conscious victim. And then tho Killer
paused. He leaned forward a little to
get a better view of the target.

Ho lowered his spear cautiously that
It might make no noise by scraping
against foliage or branches. Quietly
he crouched In u comfortable tMisitlon
along a great limb, and there he lay
with wide eyes, looking down In won-

der upon the creature ho had crept
upon to kill looking down upon a lit-
tle girl, a little nut brown maiden.

Korak wondered what the girl would
do were he to drop suddenly , from tho
tree to her side. Most likely she would
scream and run a why. Then would
como tho men of tho village with
spears and guns and set upon him.
They would either kill lilm or drive
him away.

A lump rose in tho boy's throat. He
craved the companionship of his own
kind, though ho hardly ieali7.ed how
greatly. He would have liked to slip
down beside her, though he knew from
tho words ho had ou'rheard that she
spoko n language with which he was
unfamiliar.

At last ho hit upon a plan. Ho
would attract her attention nnd reas-
sure her by a smiling greeting from a

"When he regains his senses lie will
kill me," she said in Arabic.

Korak could not understand her. He
shook his head, speaking to her lirst
in English and then In the language of
the apes, r.ut .neither of these were
Intelligible to her.

She leaned forward and touched the
hilt of the h.ng knife that the Arab
wore. Then she raised her clasped
hand above her head and drove an

blade into her breast aboe
her heart.

Korak understood. The old man
would kill her.

The girl came to his side again and
stood there trembling. She did not
fear him. Why should she? Hehad
saved her from a terrible beating at
the hands of the sin Ik. Never In her
memory had another so befriended her.
She looked up into his face. It was a

bojlsh, handsome face, nut brown like
her own. She admired the spotted
leopard skin that circled his lithe bod

from one shoulder to his knees.
And Korak looked at tho gill. II.

had always held girls in a species of
contempt. Ioys who associated with
them wire, In his estimation, molly-
coddles, lie wondered what he should
do.

He stood for several minutes buried
In thought. The girl watched his face,
wondering what was passing in his
mind. She, too, was thinking of the
future.

She feared to remain and suffer the
vengeance of the sheik. There was no
one in all the world to whom she
mluht turn other than this Lalf naked
stranger who had Hropped miraculous-
ly from the clouds to save her from
one of the sheik's accustomed beat-

ings. Would her new friend leave her
now? Wistfully she gazed at his in-

tent face. She moved a little closer to
him, lajlng'a slim, hrown hand upon
ids aim.

The contact awakened the lad from
his absorption. He looked down at
her, and then his arm went about her
shoulders once more, for ho saw tears
upon her lashes.

"(.'oiiie," he said, "the Jungle Is kind-
er than man. You shall live hi the
Jungle, and Korak and Akut will pro-
tect you."

She did not understand his words,
but the pressure of his arm drawing
her away from the prostrate Arab and
the tents was quite Intelligible. Due
little arm crept about his waist, ami
together they walked toward the pali-
sade.

lieiieath the great tree that had har-
bored Korak while ho watched tho girl
at play ho lifted her In his arms and.
throwing her lightly across his shoul-
ders, leaped nimbly into the lower
branches.

And so Merloni entered tho Jungle
with Korak, trusting, In her childish
innocence, (lie stranger who had be-

friended her and perhaps influenced In
her belief in him by that strange in-

tuitive power possessed by woman.
Tho two had gone but a short dis-

tance from the village when tho girl
spied tho huge proportions of the great
Akut. With a half stilled scream she
clung more Hosoly to Korak and point-
ed fearfully toward the ape.

Akut, thinking that tho Killer was
returning with a prisoner, enmo growl-
ing toward them. A little-gir- l amused
no more sympathy In the beast's heart
than would a full grown bull ape. She
was a stranger and therefore to bo
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klllnl. lie Iciicl liis yellow l'iilir ;;s
hf mul tu his surpri.t the
Killer Ms HUi'wiM', but lio barol
tlicm Ml Akut in;d siiiirb'd inenn'-inly-

.

"All," thought Akut, "thf Killer lias
taki-- n iiiatr I'' And s, obedient t

tho tribal l;iv,s nl' bis kind, ho left
ihoni ulono, Income .suddenly absorbed
In a fuzzy ratorjillhir of peculiarly
KUi'CUleilt lille:;riilice,

Tho larva di-p- of, bo frlanrod
from tho Vomer of an oyo at Korak.
The youth b:id dejMited his burile!
upon a lar'o limb, when.- - sbo dun.;
desperately io keep from falling.

"She will iieeompaiiy us," said Ko-

rak to Akut, Jerking a thumb In the
direction of the Kirk hot harm
her. Wo w HI protect her."

Akut shruc'ed. To be burdened by
the younK f man was in no way In
bis liking. He muld see from her evi-

dent frijrht at her position on tho
branch and from the terrified jinnee
ho cast in 1 Is direction that she wan
hopelessly unlit.

lly all the elides of Akufs trainiii;:
and inheritance the unfit should b
eliminated, but if the Killer wished
this he there was nothing to be dotu
about It but to tolerate her.

Mei lem spent an c chim; und n hi;ht
of unmitigated terror.

tCo..tiruf d next wctk)
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