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FARMER AND MECHANIC,
Ralewgh N.C.

OUR FORESTS

The Secretary of the Interior in
his late official report sounded a
note of alarm to rouse the govern-
ment to the duty of protecting the
forest property belonging to the
national domain, showing that 1t
is now, and has been for years, the
prey of depredators who cut and
carry away, without let or hind-
rance millions of feet of timber in
the forest timbered regions of the
United States. The becretary
gpeaks from an economic point of
view, and his only interest is 1n
the direct pecuniary loss sustained
by the government iu the pillage of
valuable property. The alarm ex-
pressed by him for the waste on
the national domain, ought to be
felt by every private owner of tim-
bered lands from one end of the
country to the other.

The striking peculiarity of most
of North America at the period of
European occupation and settle-
ment was its unbroken magnificent
forest ; a forest combining more of
beauty from size of trees and grace
of foilage, and more of utility from
excellence and variety of timber
than any region of the known
world. The newly arrived setiler
might well look on with dismay
when he knew that to subdue the
land to the plough he must subdue
this wilderness by ‘the use of the
axe. It was war tothe **axe” from
the beginning ; and the hostility
then engendered has mnever been
allayed. Probubly no civilized peo-
ple have so little appreciation of
the beauty of trees, the symmetry
or picturcsqueness of form, or the
as the Americans ;
next to

grace of foilage
and it 1s mainly
the Indians, the unsubdued forest
was their most enemy.
Even now, there is a grim satisfae-
tion in many minds at the fall of
some giant which has outlived its
fellows, and in road or lane, or per-
haps in field. had seemed insvolent-
ly to vaunt its invincibility ; but
conquered at last, falls with the
lesson that centuries ministered to
its growth, and that centuries are
required o produce its equal.

But it is time now to begin the
cultivation of other feelings than
those of hostility. The work of
conquest 1s well nigh completed.
In the older sections of the States
first settled, there is little more to
attack. In New England there is
little left of the original forest. In

he Middle States, except in parts
to some extent inaccessible, it
the same ; while in the South, more
thinly inhabited than either, the
proportion of woodland yet un
harmed is diminishing so rapidly
as to justify appeals for moderation
in its use and legislation, if noth-

because,

stubborn

is

ing else will do, for its preserva- |

tion. If any evidence is necded to
demonstrate past waste, the broad
expanse of numberless old fields
will furnish it ; old fields that un-
der wiser culture, might still be
green with growing crops, while

the new fields called into existence

micht still be
their forest wealth,
HF'

Lo them,
crowned with
to meet demands
from all the world ;
we, 1n shiftless
soon be unable to meet.
pine forests, covering the broad
belt of a territory thought to be
too poor for cultivation, and them-
selves thonght be exhaustless,
are stripped of their charm of in-
vincibility, and under a tireless ra-
pacity, must before another gener-
atlon passes away, cease to give
North Carolina claim to one of its
most magnifigeent characteristics.

No farmer in middle North
olina will deny that he suffers from
the reckless prodigality of his fore-
fathers ; that he suffers in faect from
his own wastcefulness. C
ber trees are hard to get now. The
special woods for which
try once had a fure,

I“f']n};l.('(‘

now coming
demands that
prodigality, will
Even the

to

(_ Ar-

.TIUE'_'L’ tim-

:I_l' Cotll-

H-dp eE, ener-

rv, ‘-i';t]llut. ]l-!lmfri." and others, are
obtained with difficulry Even
fencing has become a  question of
SUT10US ('ulh‘it.lt‘l‘.‘:tiu‘J. and the old
fashioned worin fence, once lizhi-
Iy valued as an item of cost, is not
undertaken withont serious consid-
eration. Nothing more significant
of the extent of wanton waste can
be furnished than in the growing

rather—no
Necessity, absolute
want of material with which to
construct fences compels men to
invite a system, the mere mention of
which they would not have tolera-
ted a generation ago.
These considerations

demand for fence—or
fence laws.,

ought
to lead

preserving the
Lo proiccet grow--

Lo
induce to a change ; ought
to serious plans for
forests that remain,
ing timber that is replacing that.
which is being used, might
lead eventually to the system prac-
ticed in Europe for the ercation of
new forests. In the uncertain ten-
ure of landed property with us,
where, upon the death or indebted-
ness of the head of the family.

lands mw]it pass into the hauds of
strangers, there little temp-
tation to provide for the future or
for a remote posterity. But what
the laws of primogeniture have
done for Great Britain, the new
homestead laws may do for us ; for
they have some of the effects of
creating permanency of possession
and encouraging Improvements
looking far into coming years. But
even if this security do not justify
the planting out of new forests for
generations yet unborn to enjoy, as
is so largely done in England and
Scotland, yet enough interest may
be aroused by it to save from waste
and destruction the remains of the
once grand wilderness of forest,
verdure and preserve it as a bank

and

wias

from which to draw regular and
stated Interest, not as a fund to

wiste in one ruinous debauch.

As we write one eye falls upon a
paragraph quoted from the vener-
able Elias Fries by Rev. Charles
Kingsley in his my pleasant ** Win-
ter in the Tropics :”

““ Before him lay Nature in her
wild and sublime beauty. Behind
him he leaves the deeert, a deform-
ed and ruined land ; for childish
desire of destruction or thoughtless
squandering of vegetable treasures
have destroyed the character of
Nature, and, terrified, man him-
self flies from the arena of his ac-
tions, leaving the impoverished
earth to barbarous races or arrivals
o long as yet another spot in vir-
gin beauty smiles before him. *
* * Thus did cultivation,
driven out, leave the East, and per-
haps the deserts formerly robbed
of their coverings ; like the wil!l
hordes of old over beautiful Gree
thus rolls the conquest with fear-
ful rapidity from East to West
through America; and the plant-
| ers now often leave the already ex-
% hausted land, the !
|
!
|

becomes
| olition of the forests to introduce a
| similar revolution into the far
West.™

- what is now going on beforc our
aves 2 J. D. C.

BURNING OFF THE GRASS.
Josiah Ruggles is a small farmer
in one of our eastern counties.
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of the singular notions
this extraordinary man is, that
iz his duty every year to bhurn
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the face

He has a low narrow piece of ground |

on the
it-

stretching around his farm,

f_ni;;.- of the river. which left to

self is apt to grow up in reeds and
a very heavy crop of dog fennels.
It is a pever failing rule with him,
t)> put toe torch into this wavinge
harvest when the time comes, and
from the far reaching conflagration

the whole farm is swept by a whirl-
w '.:-f1 of fire.
¢l by his ncighbors, why he burns
Im: grass an mmlu\ from his farm.
he never gives any other reason but
that he wants clean =oil for his cul-
tivation, and that he has no econti-
dence 1n books,  And strange as it
may seem, this curious
never fails to raise

He does 1it, doubtless,

a :_"lll ui

1 W

l'l'tlli.
dili-

and
all the pro-

his
his industry in using
ductive agencies at his command.

It necessary, at this late

(ity,

I8 not

warned of the evil of burning grass |

from the soil. The earth in a low-
er degree, has the same life in it
which the animal Kingdom possess-
¢s,  An exposure of any substance,
through which flows a current of
to a violent heat, will in-
evitably deaden its power of produc-
tion, and unfit it for the great ends
This

15 a proposition tuo l!iitill to be se-

vitality,

and nses of animal existence.

| riously discussed in this age of ad-

castern climate |
infertile through the dem- |

Could language better describe |

He ,

vanced knowledge of chemical and
physical principles.

But why not turn all the grass
under under in its green to
enrich and fertilize the ground? If
a crop of peas ploughed under will
produce this result, why will not a
crop of grass in a certain measure
also? And yet it seems to be al-
most a universal rule with farmers,
even if they are not =o sillyjas to imi-
tate citizen Ruggles and burn the
grass, to leave it to fade and wither
under the sun and frost, until it is
absolutely worthless for all purpo-
ses of the farm. 'The fact is, an
inexcusible ignorance is at the bot-
tom of many agricultural operations
and systems.  We say inexcusable,
because in this age of cultivation
and process, when knowledge is
running to and fro through the
carth, and is positively forcing it-
self upon the wills and intellects of
men, there is not the slightest ex-
cuse can be rendered for any man
who stubbornly holds to his mis-
takes and errors.

state,

If the rapid and genuine improve-
ment of the land is the important
duty of this generation, then it
not necessary for a person to be as
blind and obstinate as farmer Rug-
ales, in order to stand (-undunn-:d
before the bar of his conscience, By
failing to make a proper use of the
agencies which nature puts under
his control, and thus neglecting to
contribute his full strength to the
productiveness of the earth, he be-

comes a faithless steward of the

pricciess talents entrusted to his

Care, IL—a.
—————

NCRTH CAROLINA WHEAT.

We admire the enterprising spir-
it that prompted the letter of Mr.
John Ott in the last F. & M. He
says as ““Virginia and North Car-
olina tobacco holds the highest
rank in the market, for excellence.
So for the export trade, especially
to hot countries, no wheat has prov-
ed the equal of ours.”™ He says the
great mills of Richmond will
next season a double supplv. An
elevator to be erected for the
benefit of the trade &c.

nead

18

his wheat, there is no cities in the
world we would prefer his shipping

Lm a queer fellow at the best. e 1 to or trading with to Richmond

W hen repeatedly ask- |

centleman |

for any sensible perszon to be |

|

|
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or Petersburg. Bat sr']f interest
mist be the first considerstion.
Wien has North Carolina really

had a surplus of wheat, or when
will she have? In whose favor on
which side does the balance stand?
Is there not more flour brought in-
to than there is wheat shipped from
the State? (Here 15 where our
commissioner will soon come in&nd
help us ont.)  Permit and contin-
ae and what becomes of our
boasted water power and timber for
making barrels? That North Car-
olina raises a very superior article
" of wheat cannot be questioned.
That the crop can and ought to be
' doubled is a matter our farmers
ought te take up and study close
and carefully. But as a people
ith taxes to pay and churches and
school houses be built, can we
" aTord to ship our supplies of wheat
(if we have any) as a raw produce?
W heat is an exhaustive crop.  Eve-
v pound of the offal should be fed
to stock and returned as manure to
our fields. Small yields do not pay.
If miller kings are to be made
here are the Haw or the Roanoke.
Wonld not the same trouble and
expense that landed our wheat in
Richmond, land our flour in Nor-
folk or Wilmington? If Richmond
i< headquarters, and it takes the
crops of the two States to invite the
South American trade, our supplies
must go, but let it go as flour and
' Our people have
' not recovered. They are in debt.
That trite old adage of justice and
cenerosity ought and must weigh
To get a simile “from
it 18 a bad

this

1ot wheat.

ws

- home.  We farmers say

' milkman who labors hard to get all
' the milk and who for the lack of a

| have this

leaves
SO

more “‘last strippings"
all the *‘cream™ for the calf.
we think of that policy, which
would dictate the development of
the great resources of our State
without following them up to get

the last profits out. Not that we
are love or admiration

of old Virginia, but as our faith is
fixed in ““home rule, home right’s”
So do we believe in home enterprise
and home patronage.

few

luclking 1n

N. A. G.
——— - ———————
FATTBNING HOGS.

We have shown from actual ex-
pericnce what an item in the count
it was to carefully save and pro-
tect the manure. Hogs fattening,
when the proper time has come to
confine them, should by all means
be put under sheds. A little sun-
shine coming in is better, but not
absolutely necessary. A layver of
earth should be spread at the bot-
tom of the sheds and then some
litter. But on the spot where the
manure is deposited do not trust
the litter, but use dry dirt, or that
as nearly dry as can be had. It
should be spread lightly but fre-
quently. Thousands of dollars are
sent from North Carolina yearly
for Nitrogen. It is the most costly
ingredient used in our commercial
manures. [t is utterly volatile.
Shy of combination and always try-
ing to make 1t escape back into the
atmosphere. If this valuable prop-
erty in our manure heap does
tendency to escape and
there is the highest authority for
saying so—who can compute the
loss from the present careless mode
of making and saving manure from
the hogs alone 1n our State ? How
many farmers form under this sys-
tem, or the present idea of the val-
ue of hog manure would agreé to

Now if |
any farmer in N. C. wishes to ship

buy the hogs and buy the corn:
then fatten the hogs and sell the
meat to pay for the corn—content
with simply s=aving the manure?
Yet the the poorlaborer of Scotland.
who has but a few feet of ground
for a garden does this. He buys
the pig, the miller furnishes the
barley meal and when the hog iz fat
he 1s turned over to the miller to
pay for the barley, and the laborer
has the manure and thinks he has
made a good bargain ; for he is sure
of fine vegetables.

It 1= time all the loose customs
and prejudices of the past were
. pushed aside.
. yards and rail pig-pens, with the |

1 rich juices of the cornflowing from | and substancg whatever, that m

e e ———

fre.

them must be abondoned. T he
farmer who studies and understands
this subject of manure and manure
making must surcly outstrip his

tellows. It is the test, the key w
SUCCess, N, A G
e~ + ~—

An Invaluable Number.

Owing to delay in getung cer-

tain facts and data, the publication |

Number”

of the “ Immigration

was postponed oue week., It will
appear on Lhursday next, and we
invite advertisers te nute that au

edition of above 3,000 copies will
be printed ; of which 1,100 will be
sent to our regular subscribers and
correspondents 1 North Carolina ;
and the remainder distributed
throughout the North and Europe.
Such a chance to reach the public
will not be offered soon again.
BL'IO“' We Jive o few of the lead-
the

ing features of forthcoming
number :

1st. Paper from Gov. Vance.

2d. Letter from Col. Polk.

Jd. Paper from G. B. Hauna,
U. S. Assayer at Charlotte Mint—

on the gold mines of North Caro-
lina.

4th. Paper from Prof. W. C.
Kerr on  Silk-Growing m North
Carolina.

oth. Paper from Dr. Gleitsman
(formerly of Bavaria) on the Cl-
mate of North Carolina.

tth. Paper on the Cotton Munu-
factures of North Carolina.

ith. Letter from SenatorJohn b.
Gordon on Southern Manutacture:.
Also “usvl'ip[i()u of Newbern Cot-
ton Factory.

Sth. Notes of Western Norti
Carolina, by Prof. C. D. Smuth,

9th. Paper on “* Naval Stores,’
by Col. J. G. Burr of Wilmington.
And a great variety of statistical
items and information not before
published.

Orders, and articles for publica-
tion should be sent in by Saturday
evening, at farthest.

——— e
To the Poople of North Carolina .

It i1s known to you that in obe-
dience to a pru\'i%ion of the new
constitution of our
session of the J_.cglalululv passed u
bill establishing a Department  of
Agriculture. 1mmigration and Sta-
tistics, and for the protection of
sheep Husbandry,  Early after the
adjournment of the General Assem-
bly the Board of Agriuulluru Wils

State, the recent

organized. They elected o Com-
missioner heutmr) and lu.; surer,

opened “an office and museum in
this city and went earnestly to
Wors to carry vut that wise provis-
ion of our organic law. Innumer-
able difliculties beset  our effort by
reason of our mmexperience and the
absence of a hearty and appreciative
co-operation on the part of many of
those whom we desired to  benetit;
and yet we have met with a success
80 far, which 1s most encouraging.

In the first place the Commission-
er has establishied a corps of reliuanle
and Intelligent correspondents in
every county the
farmers, who give trustworthy re-
ports monthly of the state of the
crops, the weather, the live stock,
and all other kindred topics; enab-
ling an intelligent man at any mo-
ment to make a fair estimate of our
natural condition.

In the second place, we have X%-
tablished a laboratory at Chapel
Hill, and secured the services of a
ekilled analytical chemist who has
been actively engaged in testing sc
entifically the various kinds of arti-
ficial fertilizers which have become
soextensively in use among our peo-
ple, and in the ignorant purchase
of which so much imposition has
been practiced and s0 much money
wasted.
less brands have been driven from
the market whilst the good have
been made &till better, and the
commercial value of all more gen-
erally understood.
gaged In analysing sugar beets,
grown in varivus parts of the State
to determine the quantity of sacha-
rine matter they will produce in
this climate, with a view to the es-

in State, mostly

He iz now en-

‘ _tabli:'hment of sugar manufactories
| if found to be favorable.
Open sloppy farm l

Ilt., 12
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[JaNtan,

be deemed of importy

. 1
terests of agricultur

]H :il" I:J.;'»; :‘
gurated the arti
of fish, with a view
OUr waters, once sa fi
pleasure to onr peoj
t0o mahe the most
we vet may be cons

progress mauds

More than half

<had were ob
Contentrnoes

the Tar,
I’"L'Lt!'.

JI!!I WwWe

I

Yadkin

LAV e

31

el

LI

i |

]

Lat

i

oW

I

N

million of the eges

OB Y

ill:_: i1 our establ

naloa

(t;lil

|'hese are to

cool water

the
tition
lished,

}ﬂlt‘li indetinitely

Lo

thi

1

e

1=,

T

salmon 1n the

s of our rin

motrntia

-

" Ti
inud

1

Pkl s

the quanuty can

public sentiment can 1

made

lation to secure the ol

to 1inih

obstructions in the ri

Time aud

.‘-l N TS

Yl

111:.

should attempt to tell v
l"m.'u'ti have tried to do

migration, establishing

of ulll:lilllll\_{ =Ll

]

Islics, 1

.

and many other matters,

LO suy,
and
each

Irealost

1= bl Iitl' renewaed

Lds Dol

Noate in

Qur

iilt'
in

S1sts

I__‘I"'ll‘

" I-ll;l' :
The chief ditticu _
Board has had to

t

accompl

direction:

lhl.‘_\ have

a1t
AL

ished =0

and

of then

.'l\\.'l;\l'lu'r
all tl

he

e

[a

mass of t

e

i
.

11ch

‘1

dertaking of this

be entirely sue

=

ilhd 41"_1‘1!_\' COllitiil
had with those

are laboring.

(:Ul‘l'tw!u'!l-h'll' -

analvses
oLther

(ommis=ianoer

!l;:

Wore
CcoOnl I!‘-".
State
let=, whi

i 17

l}!.

informu.

'l: ! "

of tl

was actu: l,!\

very large

=1

To meet
] 1) i!['fn'

Ternnes

ment of an

tirels

jhn

:1 I a::‘..

oAl et

Ilrllil |ir;‘.

jor

1

ulr

:'_..

. thn

Ire

."

| =

and exelus=ively

== 1)}

the o

counld b

et
public
of taxe

!-:l'l'-'h'._-

colum-
ONIr cont

evervy

exerted to

f the

a[’.'.ll

ll:']\

Nl 01y

1Ny to pubiisty

L1t

for

W I i
't
]-

(]

Iui

I

] 1

i
IS
5

el

orni

1

Jritbaiis

the

rly] =
A4 b I

1l

YRS I

lt.'.-'

} 1o'WW

il

.'un'j.,

Ll

wiant,

l'
asricultu

H'-.;" i

1= aof wh

'

discotnected

Yiila

- Wi

i1l

Known

ol

[ #

]
I Kt

Priep o

..sl'

cnterpn

i il

O FURHS §
!ll-li‘."
If the

}1;1.! IFOTicn

Agricnlture

‘]"Hl" H 1
.\HI h O
‘u‘ “'..'I.':"
With
T}:i-

-1

Many of the more worth- |

L. L.
il

steady
since
dim

1'1.

|

>

Lt.h'

N == 1)
IlI'H‘n'Ti COL |
heartilv comn
their sup

By order of

il

i1

the B

I.’F" i

t ;

I i.‘\

thus ]

:Ill wae l|{l-|||-_->.

W

umnz from time

1r ll'-..

1T Wortl

s N

P
that
tni=siange.
Ordron

to 1X59

lat

'til=e

{98

ly pointed to
had showu a

which he

intense
the rac
tin:‘l:;;
have
in time
lt'j'l] it
turing

Drokers and bhallker

after 1

lifeless

¢
"'\t .|__

forr
' i

Lhe

WOol'hold

e

ih

|

L ¥

ca L L L 0w

W o

a“'.
Hiu

.
£ i
l -11

Lak

RN

it in.

.‘-
aiter

ny l Saturday.

*)
-

.

‘a




