
own rulers until they shall comply with such
conditions and perform such acts as tnison-pres- s

thus composed mar itself prese nbe.r

That right has not Only becn.rted,. but
. it has been exercised, and J,ro"f fie";

forced at the present time.
any support in the theory tha,tr ther,feates
thus excluded are in rebellion agamsUthe
Government, and are therefore precluded
from sharing its authoiity.Tber re not
thus in rebellion. They are one and all in
an attitude of loyalty toward the Government
and of sworn allegiance to the Constitution
of the United States. , In no one of them is
there the slightest indication of resistance to
this authority, or the slightest protest against
its just and. binding obligation. .This condi-

tion of renewed loyalty has been officially
recognized by solemn proclamation of the Ex-ecutf- ve

Department The laws of the Uni-

ted S totes have .befin extended by Congress
over all these States and the people thereof.
Federal Courtshave been reopened, and Fed-
eral taxes imposed and levied. And in every
respect, except that they are denied represen-

tation in Congress and the Electoral College,
the States once in rebellion are recognized as

holding the same position, as owing the same
obligations, and subject to the same duties as

the other States of our common Union.
Tt amma to us. in the exercise of the calm

est and most candid judgment we can bring
tn the subiect. that such a claim, so enforced
involves as fatal an overthrow of the author
ity of the Constitution, and as complete a
r?oaf-riirHo- of the Government and Union, as
that which was sought to be effected by the
States and oeoDle in armea insurrection
against them both. It cannot escape obser
vation, that the power thus asserted to cx-rln- rl

mr-tai- States from reDresentation, is
made to rest wholly in the will and discre-
tion of the Congress that asserts it. It is not
made to depend upon any specified condi
tions or circumstances, nor 10 oe suujecb u

n v hi les or regulations whatever. The right
naaoi-tor- l and exercised is absolute, without
qualification or restriction, not confined to
States in rebellion, nor to States that have
rebelled; it is the right of any Congress in
formal posession of legislative authority, to
exclude any State or States, and any portion
of the people thereof, at any time, from rep-

resentation in Congress and in the Electoral
College, at its own discretion and until they
shall perform such acts and comply with
such conditions as it mav dictate. Obvious
ly, the reasons for such exclusion, being whol
lv within the discretion of Congress, may
change as the Congress itself shall change.
One Congress may exclude a istate ironi an
share in the Government for one reason ; and,
that reason removed, the next Congress may
exclude it for another. One State may be
excluded on one around to-da- and another
may be excluded on the opposite ground to-

morrow. Northern ascendency may exclude
Southern States from one Congress the as-

cendency of Western or of Southern interests
or of both combined, may exclude the Nor-
thern or the Eastern States from the next.
Improbable as such usurpations may seem,
the establishment of the principle now assert-
ed and acted upon by Congress will render
them by no means impossible. The charac-
ter, indeed the very exislence of Congress
and the Union is thus made dependent sole-
ly and entirely npon the party and sectional
exigencies or forbearances of the hour.

We need not stop to show that such action
not only finds no warrant in the Constitution
but is at war with every principle of our
Government, and with the very existence of

"free institutions. It is. indeed, the identical
practice which has rendered fruitless all at-

tempts hitherto to establish and maintain
free governments in Mexico and the States of
South America. Party necessities assert
themselves as superior to the fundamental
law, which is set aside in reckless obedience
to their behests. Stability, whether in the
exercise of power, in the administration of
government, or in the enjoyment of rights,
becomes impossible; and the conflicts of par-
ty, which, under constitutional governments,
are the conditions and means of political pro-
gress, are merged in the conflicts of arms to
which they directly and inevitably tend.

- It was against this peril, so conspicious
and so fatal to all free governments, that our
Constitution was intended especially, to- - pro-
vide. Not only the stability, but the very
existence of the Government is made by its
provisions to depend upon the right and the
fact of representation. The Congress, upon
which is conferred all the legislative power
of the National Government, consists of two
branches, the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, whose joint concurrence or assent is
essential to the validity of any law. Of
these, the House of Representatives, says the
Constitution, (article 1, section 2,) "shall be
composed of members chosen every second
year by the people of the several States."
Not only is the right of representation thus
recognized as possessed by all the States, and
by every State without restriction, qualifica-
tion or condition of any kind, but the duty
of choosing representatives is imposed upon
the people of each, and every State alike,
without distinction, or the authority to make
distinctions among them for any reason or
upon any grounds whatever. And in the
Senate, so careful is the Constitution to se-

cure to every State this right of representa-
tion, it is expressly provided that "no State
shall without its consent, be deprived of its
equal suffrage" in that body, even by an
amendment of the Constitution itself.
When, therefore, any State is excluded from
such representation, not only is a right ofthe
State denied, but the Constitutional integrity
of the Senate is impaired, and the validity
or tne government itseii is Drougnt in ques-
tion. But Congress at the present moment
thus excludes from representation, in both
branches of Congress, ten States of the Un-
ion, denying them all share In the enactment
of laws by which they are to be governed,
and all participation in the election of the
rulers by which those law are to be enforced.
In other words, a Congress in which only
twenty-si- x States are represented, asserts the
right to govern, absolutely and its own dis-
cretion all the thirty-si- x States which com-
pose the Union to : make their laws and
choose their rulers, and to exclude the other
ten from all share in their own government
until it sees fit to admit them thereto. What
is there to distinguish the power thus assert-
ed and exercised from the most absolute and
intolerable tyranny ?

IV. Nor do these extravagant and unjust
claims on the part of Congress to powers and
authority never conferred npon the Govern-
ment by the Constitution find any warrant in
the arguments or excuses urged on their be-
half! It is alleged,

First, That these States, by the act of re-
bellion and by voluntarily withdrawing
their members from Congress, forfeited thefr
right of representation, and that can only
receive it again at the hands of the supreme
legislative authority of the Government, on
its own. terms and at its own discretion. If
.representation in uongreas una participation
in tne uovernment were simply privileges
conferred arid held by favor, this statement
might have the merit df plausibility. But
representation is under the Constitution not
only expressly recognized as a right, but it
is imposed as a duty ; and it is essential in
both aspects to the existence of the Govern-
ment and to the maintenance of its authori
ty. In free governments fundamental and
essential rights cannot be forfeited,': except
against individuals by ' due . process of law ;
nor can constitutional, duties and - obliga-
tions be discarded or laid aside. The enjoy-
ment of rights may be for a time suspended
by the failure to claim them, and duties may
be evaded by the refusal to perform them 1

The withdrawal of their members from Con-
gress by the States which resisted the
al Government was amongj their acts of in-
surrection was one of the means and agen-
cies by which they sought to impair the au-
thority and defeat the action of the Govern-
ment ; and that act was annulled and render-
ed void when the insurrection itself was sup--

- v- - ' . ; . . ,.

i posed. Neither the right f representation
nor the duty to be represented , was in the
least impaired by the facT of instarrection ;

- but it may have been that by reason of. the
insurrection the conditions on which the en--

joyment of that right and the performance
i of that duly for the time , depended could
hot be fulfilled. " This was, in fact, the case.
a n incnnwnt nnwpr in the" exercise oi usur- -

ped and unlawful authority, had prohibited
within the territory under its control, mat
allegiance to the Constitution" and laws of
the United States which is made by that
fuudamental law essential condition of rep-

resentation in its Government. No man
within the insurgent States was allowed to
take the oath to support the Constitution of
the United States, and, as a necessary conse-

quence, no man could lawfully represent
those States in the councils of the Union.-B- ut

this was an obstacle to the enjoyment of
the right and to the discharge of a duty it
did not annul the one nor abrogate the oth-

er ; and it ceased to exist when usrpation by
which it was created had been overthrown,
and the States had again resumed their alle-

giance to the Constitution and laws of the
United States.

Second.. But it is asserted in support of
the authority claimed by the Congress now
in possession of power, that it flows directly
from the laws of war ; that it is among the
rights which victorious war always confers
upon the conquerors, and which the conquer-

or mav exercise or waive in his own discre
tion. To this we reply that the laws in

Krt.n solplv., so far as the rights
l1"11-- - jnnnfgninnmmi'i. . to wars waged iel III. winvi V. -

tween alien and independent nations, and
ulace or force, in this regard, in

Government to suppresso war .TPd hv a
an insurrection of its own people, upon its

authority. It we had car-

ried
own soil, against

on successful war against any foreign
nation, we might thereby have acquired pos-o- H

...... im isrtir.tion of their soil, with
OtKllVU Jonfnrro our laws upon tlieir
people and to impose upon them such laws
and such obligations as we might choose.
But we had before the war complete juns-ri;tin- n

ovpr the soil of the Southern States,
i; 1 ..rilir Htt mir own Constitution. Our

wror t'hp onlv national law in force up
on it. The Government of the United States
was the only Government ttirougn wmcu
those States and their people had relations
with foreign nations, and its flag was the
only flag bv which they were recognized or
known anvwhere on the face of the earth.
In all these respects, and in all other respects
involving national interests and rights our
possession was perfect and complete. It did
not need to be acquired, but only to be main-

tained ; and victorious war against the re-

bellion could do nothing more than main-
tain it. It could only vindicate and

the disputed supremacy of the Con-

stitution. It could neither enlarge nor di-

minish the authority which that Constiution
confers upon the Government by which it
was achieved. Such an enlargement or
abridgement of constitutional power can be
effected only by amendment of the Constitu-
tion itself, and such amendment can be made
only in the modes which the Constitution
itself prescribes. The claim that the sup-

pression of an insurrection against the Gov-

ernment gives additional authority and pow-

er to that Government, especially that it
enlarges the jurisdiction of Congress, and
gives 'that body the right to exclude States
from representation in the national councils,
without which the nation itself can have no
authority aud no existence, seems to us at
variance" alike with the principles of the
Congress and with thepublic safety.

Third. But it is alleged that in certain
particulars the Constitution of the United
States fails to secure the absolute justice and
impartial equality which the principles of
our Government require ; that it was in this
respect the result of compromises and con-

cessions, to which, however necessary when
the Constitution was formecLwe are no long-
er compelled to submit, and that now, hav-th- e

power, through successful war and just
warrant, for its exercise in the hostile con-

duct of the insurgent section, the actual Gov-
ernment of the United States may impose its
own conditions, and make the Constitution
conform in all its provisions to its own ideas
of equality and the rights of man. Con-

gress, at its last session, proposed amend-
ments to the Constitution, enlarging in some
very important particulars the authority of
the General Government over that of the
several States, and reducing, by indirect dis-
franchisement, the representative power of
the States in which Slavery formerly exist-
ed ; audit is claimed that these amendments
may be made valid a3 parts of the original
Constitution without the concurrence of the
States to be most seriously effected by them,
or may be imposed upon those States by
three-fourth- s of the remaining States, as
conditions of their readmission to represen-
tation in Congress and in the Electoral College.

It is the unquestionable right of the peo-
ple of the Unted States to make such-chang-

in the Constitution as they, upon due delib
eration, may deem expedient. But we in-

sist that they shall be made in the mode
which the Constitution itself points out in
conformity with the letter and the spirit of
that instrument, and with the principles of

and of equal rights which
lie at the basis of our republican institutions.
We deny the right ofCongress to make these
changes in the fundamental law without the
concurrence of three-fourt- of all the States,
including especially those to be most seri-
ously affected by them ; or to impose them
upon States or people, as conditions of rep-
resentation, or of admission to the rights, du-
ties of obligations which belong under the
Constitution to all the States alike. And
with still greater emphasis do we deny the
right of any portion of the States excluding
the rest of the States from any share in their
councils, to propose or sanction changes in
the Constitution which are to affect perma-
nently their political relations and control or
coerce the legitimate action of the several
members of the common Union. Such an
exercise of power is simply an usurpation,
just as warrantable when exercised by North-
ern States as it would be if exercised by
Southern, and not to be fortified or palliated
by anything in the past history, either of
those by whom it is attempted or of those
upon whose rights and liberties it is to take
effect. It finds warrant in the Constitution.
It is at war with the fundamental principles
of our form of government. If tolerated in
one instance, it becomes the precedent for
future invasions of liberty and constitutional
right dependent solely upon the will of the
party in possession of power, and thus leads,
by direct and necessary sequence, to the
most fetal and intolerable of all tyrannies
the tyranny of shifting and irresponsible po-
litical factions. It is against this, the most
formidable of all the dangers which menace
the stability of free government that the Con-
stitution of the United States was intended
most carefully to provide. We demand a
strict and steadfast adherence to its provis-
ions. In this, and in this alone, can we find
a basis of permanent Union and peace.

Fourth But it is alleged, in justification
ot the usurpation which we condemn, that
the condition ofthe Southern States and peo-
ple is not such as renders safe their readmis-
sion to a share in the government of the
country ; that they are still disloyal in senti-
ment and purpose, and that neither the hon-
or, the credit nor the interests of the nation
would be safe if they were readmitted to a
share in its councils.

'. We might reply to
this:.. .

' 1.:';f'..v-
jv.: 1. That,we have no right, for such reasons
to deny to any portion of the States or peo-
ple rights expressly conferred upon them by

. the Constitution of the United States.
'

. 3. That so long1 as their acts are those of
'loyalty bo long as they conform in all their
public conduct to the requirements of the
Constitution and, laws we have no right to
exact from them conformity la their senti-- y
lUL-oi- ana opinions to our own. a

'." 8.' That we have no right, to distrust .the ;'

purpose or the ability of the people of the
Union to protect an&aefendvunderll-xm- T

tigencie and by whatever means may. be rty:
quired, its honor and its welfamv..vic.-.-g.T;--

. .These would in our judgment,:be full and ,

conclusive answers to the plea thus advanced
for the exclusion of these-- . States from- - the"

Union. But we say further, that this plea,
rests upon--a complete misapprehension or an"

uniust preversion of existing facts. v ,
' We do not hesitate to affirm, that there is
no section of the country where the Consti-
tution and laws of the United States find a
more prompt and entire obedience than in ,

those States, and among those people who
were lately in arms against them ; or where
there is less purpose or less danger of any
future attempt to overthrow their authority.
It would seem to be both natural and in-

evitable that, in States and sections so re-

cently swept by the whirlwind of war, where
all the ordinary modes and methods of or-

ganized industry have been broken up, and
the bonds and influences that guarantee so-

cial order have been destroyed where thou-
sands and ten of thousands of turbulent
spirits have been suddenly loosed from the
discipline of war, and thrown without re-

sources or restraint upon a disorganized and
chaotic society, and where the keen sense of
defeat is added to the overthrow of ambi-
tion and hope, scenes of violence should defy
for a time the imperfect discipline of "law,
and excite anew fears and forebodings of the
patriotic ana weii uisposeu. ix ia unques-
tionably true that local disturbances of this
kind, accompanied by more or less of vio-
lence, do still occur. But they are confined
entirely to the cities and larger towns of the
Southern States, where different races and
interests are brought most closely in contact,
and where passions and resentments are al-

ways most easily fed and fanned into out-
break ; and even there they are quite as much
the fruit of untimely and hurtful political
agitation as of any hostility on the part of
the people to the authority ot tne .National
Government.

But the concurrent testimony of those best
acquainted with the condition of society and
the state of public sentiment in the South
including that of its representatives in this
Convention establishes the fact that the
great mass of the Southern people accept
with as full and sincere submission as do the
people of the other States, the
supremacy of the national authority, and are
prepared, in the most loyal spirit, and with
a zeal quickened alike by their interest and
their pride, to with other States
and sections in whatever may be necessary to
defend the rights, maintain the honor and
promote the welfare of our common coun-
try. History affords no instance where a
people, so powerful in numbers, in resources
and in public spirit, after a war so long in
its duration, so destructive in its progress,
and so adverse in its issue, have accepted
defeat and its consequences with so much of
good faith as has marked the conduct of the
people lately in insurrection against the Uni-
ted States. Beyond all question this has
been largely due to the wise generosity with
which their onforced surrender was accepted
bv the President of the United States and
the Generals in immediate command of their
armies, and to the liberal measures which
were afterward taken to restore order, tran-
quility and law to the States where all had
for the time been overthrown. No steps
could have been better calculated to com-
mand the respect, win the confidence, revive
the patriotism and secure the permanent and
affectionate allegiance of the people of the
South to the Constitution and laws of the
Union than those which have been so firmly
taken and so steadfastly pursued by the
President of the United States. And if that
confidence and loyalty have been since im-
paired ; if the people oV the South are to-da- y

less cordial in their allegiance than they were
immediately upon the close of the war, we
believe it is due to the changed tone of the
Legislative Department of the General Gov- -
ernment toward them ; to the action by which
Congress has endeavored to supplant and
defeat the President's wise and benificent
policy of restoration ; to their exclusion from
all participation in our common Government;
to the withdrawal from them of rights con
ferred and guaranteed by the Constitution,
and to the evident purpose of Congress, in
the exercise of a usurped and unlawful au-
thority, to reduce them from the rank of free
and equal members of a Republic of States,
with rights and dignities unimpaired, to the
condition of conquered provinces and a
conquered people, in all things subordinate
and subject to the will of their conquerors ;

free only to obey laws in making which.they
are not allowed to share.

No people has ever yet existed whose
loyalty and faith such treatment long con-
tinued would not alienate and impair. And
the ten millions of Americans who live in
the South would be unworthy citizens of a
free country, degenerate 6ons of an heroic
ancestory, unfit ever to become guardians of
the rights and liberties bequeathed to us by
the fathers and founders of this republic, if
they could accept, with uncomplaining

the humiliations thus sought to
be imposed upon them. Resentment of in-

justice is always and everywhere essential to
freedom ; and the spirit which prompts the
States and people lately in insurrection, but
insurgent now no longer, to protest against
the imposition of unjust and degrading con-
ditions, makes them all the more worthy to
share in the government of a free common-
wealth, and gives still firmer assurance of the
future power and freedom of the Republic.
For whatever responsibility the Southern
people may have incurred in resisting the
authority of the National Government and
in taking up arms for its overthrow, they
may be held to answer, as individuals, be-
fore the judicial tribunals of the land; and
for that conduct, as societies and organized
communities, they have already paid the
most fearful penalties that can fall on offend-- .
ing States in the losses, the sufferings and
humiliations of unsuccessful war. But what-
ever may be the guilt or the punishment of
the conscious authors of the insurrection,
candor and common justice demand the
concession that the great mass of those who
became involved in its responsibility acted
upon what they believed to be their duty, in
defence of what they had been taught to be-
lieve their rights, or under a compulsion,
physical and moral, which they were power-
less to resist. Nor can it be amiss to remem-
ber that, terrible as have been the bereave-
ments and the losses of this war, they have
fallen exclusively upon neither section and
upon neither party that they have fallen,
indeed, with far greater weight upon those
with whom the war began ; that in the death
of relatives and friends, the dispersion of
families, the disruption of social systems and
social ties, the overthrow of governments, of
law and order, the destruction of property
and of forms and modes and means of in-
dustry, the loss of political, commercial and
moral influence, in every shape and form
which great calamities can assume, the
States and people which engaged in the war
against the Government of the United States
have suffered tenfold more than those who
remained in allegiance to its Constitution
and laws. t

These considerations may not, as they cer-
tainly do not, justify the action of the peo-
ple of the insurgent States ; but no just or
generous mind will refuse to them very con- -.

siderable weight in determining the line of
conduct which the Government of the Uni-
ted States should pursue toward them.

They accept, if not with alacrity, certainly'
without sullen resentment, the defeat and .

overthrow - they have sustained. They ac-- "
knowledge and acquiesce in the results, to"
themselves and the country, which that de-
feat involves. They no longer claim for any
State the right to secede from the Union; d

they no longerssert for any State the alle-- '
giance paramount to that which is due to
x 1 - r 1 y i n- - . -
m ureteral vruvernmenc . iney;-- nave ac--

cented the destruction of slavery., abolished
I it by their State constitutions, and "concurred

with tuetatesancL people ore ipe wuoie
Union in- - prohibitinar its "existencer'orever

pon the-soi-
l or rwithin ithe jurisdiction of

the Um,tetl,btates. ;Tliey indicate ana evince
their purpose, iust so fast us may be possible
and safe, to adapt their domestic laws jO'the.. . : .. . . t icuangcu condition ot their society, ana to
secure by the law and its tribunals equal and
impartial justice to all classes of their in-

habitants, r They admit the invalidity of all
acts of resistance to the national authority,
and of alt debts incurred in attempting its
overthrow. They avow theirjwillingness to
share the burdens and discharge all the duties
and obligations which rest upon them, in
common with other States and other sections
of the Union ; and they renew through their
representatives in this Convention, by all
their public conduct, in ' every way and by
the most solemn nets by wlncli estates ana
societies can pledse their faith, their engage
ment to bear true faith and allegiance,
through all time to come, to the Constitu
tion of the United States, and to all laws
that may be made in pursuance thereof.

Fellow-Countryme- n : We call upon you
in full reliance upon your intelligence and
your patriotism, to accept, with generous
and ungrudainff confidence, this full sur
render on the part of those lately in arms
against your authority, and to share with
them the honor and renown that await those
who bring back peace and concord to jarring
States. The war iust closed, with all its
sorrows and disasters, has opened a new
career of glory to the nation it has saved. It
has swept away the hostilities of sentiment
and of interest which were a standing menace
to its peace. It has destroyed the mstitu
tion of Slavery, always a cause of sectional
agitation and strife, and has opened for our
country the way to unity of interest, ot prin-
ciple and of action through all time to come.
It nas developed in both sections a military
capacity an aptitude for achievements of
war, both by sea and land, before unknown
even to ourselves, and destined to a exercise
hereafter, under united councils, an impor
tant influence upon the character and destiny
ot the continent and the world. And while
it has thus revealed, disciplined and com
pacted our power.it has proved to us beyond
controversy or doubt, by the course pursued
toward both contending sections by foreign
Powers, that we must be the guardians of
our own independence, and that the prin-
ciples of republican freedmom we represent
can find among the nations ot the earth no
friends or defenders but ourselves.

We call upon you, therefore, by every con
sideration of your own dignity and safety,
and in the name of liberty throughout the
world, to complete the work of restoration
and peace which the President of the Uni-
ted States has so well begun, and which the
policy adopted and the principles asserted
by the present Congress alone obstruct. The
time is close at hand when members of a
new Congress are to be elected. If that Con
gress shall perpetuate this policy, and, by
excluding loyal States and people from rep-
resentation in its halls, shall continue the
usurpation by which the legislative powers
ot the Government are now exercised, com
mon prudence compels us to anticipate aug-
mented discontent, a sullen withdrawal from
the duties and obligations ot the Federal
Government, internal dissension, and a gen
eral collision of sentiments and pretensions
wuicu may renew, in a still more leartul
shape, the civil war from which we have
just emerged. We call upon you to inter
pose your power to prevent the recurrence
ot so transcendant a calamity. We call upon
you in every Congressional district of every
State, to secure the election of members, who,
wliateeer other differences may characterize
their political'action, will unite in recognizing
the RIGHT OF EVERY STATE OP THE UsiON
to Representation rx Congress, and who
WILL ADMIT TO 8EATS IN EITHER BRANCH,
EVERY LOYAL REPRESENTATIVE FROM EVERY
State in allegiance to the Government, who trill
be found by each House, in the exercise of the
poicer conferred vpon it by the Constitution, to
hate been duly elected, returned and qualified
for a seat therein.

When this shall have been done the Gov-
ernment will have been restored to its in-
tegrity, the Constitution of the United States
will have been in its full su-
premacy, and the American Union will have
again become what it was designed to be by
those who formed it, a sovereign nation,
composed of seperate States, each like itself,
moving in a distinct and independent sphere,
exercising powers defined and reserved by a
common Constitution, and resting upon the
assent, the confidence and of all
the States and all the people subject to its
authority. Thus and restored
to their constitutional relations, the States
and the General Government can enter in a
fraternal spirit, with a common purpose and
a common interest, upon whatever reforms
the security of personal rights, the enlarge-
ment of popular liberty and the perfection
of our Republican institutions may demand.

OFFICIAL.
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas, a war is existing in the Republic
of Mexico, aggravated by foreign military
intervention ;

And whereas the United States, in accor-
dance with their settled habits and policy,
are a neutral Power in regard to the war
which thus afflicts the Republic of Mex-
ico;

And whereas it has become known that
one of the lielligerents in the said war name-
ly, the Prince Maximilian who asserts him-
self to be Emperor in Mexico, has issued a
decree in regard to the port of Matamoros,
and other Mexican ports which are in the
occupation and possession of another of the
said belligerents namely the United States
of Mexico which decree is in the following
words :

"The port of Matamoros, and all those of
the Northern Frontier which have with-
drawn from their obedience to the Govern-
ment, are closed to foreign and coasting traf-
fic during such time as the law of the
empire shall not be therein reinstated.

" Art. 2d. Merchandise proceeding from
the said ports, on arriving at any other where
the excise of the empire is collected, shall
pay the duties on importation, introduction,
and. consumption, and, on satisfactory proof"
of contravention, shall be irremissibly con-
fiscated. Our Minister of the Treasury is
charged with the punctual execution of this
decree.

"Given at Mexico, the 9th of July, 1866."
And whereas the decree thus recited, by

declaring a belligerent blockade unsupport-
ed by competent military or naval force, is
in violation of the neutral rights of the Unit-
ed States, as defined by the law of nations,
as well as of the treaties existing between
the United States of America and the afore-
said United States of Mexico :

Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson. Pre
sident of the United States, do hereby pro-
claim and declare, that the aforesaid decree
is held, and will be held, by the United
States, to be absolutely null and void, as
against the Government and citizens of the
United States ; and that any attempt which
shall be made to enforce the same against
the Government or citizens of the United
States will be disallowed. .

In witness whereof I have hereunto set
may hand, and caused the seal of the United
States to be athxea.
Done at, the city of Washington, the aeven
r i teentn oay oi August, in the year ot
'r: ' 4 pur Lord one thousand eight hundred,1 and sixty-six,- " and of the Indepen- -

i ;? deuce of the United States f America
V- - . . the ninety-first- .- v - "

V' s V .1 ANDREW JOHNSOU.
" By he President : . -. .

'.,rV Wm. II.. Sbwabd,; Secretary of State.- -

- 5".
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We stated in our last that the issue had at
length been fairly and finally joined between
the President and Congress. - The President
stands upon aud urges his policy, that the
States are entitled to representation without
further amendments to the Constitution ;
while the Congressional party, comprising
the great mass of the Republicans, hold that
further amendments to the Constitution are
indispensable in order to place the recently
insurgent States on a loyal basis, aud to en-

sure quiet in the Union by excluding leading
participants in the rebellion from holding
office. '

'

Both sides seem to hold that the pres-
ent Congressional test-oat- h should be main-
tained. The Philadelphia Convention,
whose proceedings the President has warmly
endorsed, demands that " loyal representa-
tives " be admitted ; and the President has
repeatedly declared that the States will be
entitled to representation when they shall
send members who can " comply with any
existing constitutional or legal test."

This, then, being the case, what remains
but for those members elect who cannot take
this oath to resign, and let their places be
filled by those who can " comply " with the
"legal test?" This would seem to be the
obviously proper course, especially after the
call, by the Philadelphia Convention, for the
admission of " loyal representatives."

For our part, our principles are not to be
changed or affected by the action of Conven-
tions, or by any cause that will not convince
us that those principles are erroneous. We
feel sure that we have undergone no change
since May, 1865. We thought then, and we
think now, that the Union should be restor
ed only on an " unmistakably" loyal basis .
that the President is merely a er

with the Congress in effecting this result;
and that, when the President had finished
his work, as he declares he has, it was for the
Congress to investigate it, to consider it, to
modify it, or to accept it or not as that body
might choose. We have never understood
that the action of the President in this re
spect concluded the Congress, or that that
body was bound to accept unconditionally
the work of restoration as accomplished
and presented to them by him.

We feel sure that the President and the
Congress are both actuated by patriotic mo
tives. We regret the breach between them.
This breach is most probably incurable. The
appeal now is to the people of the United
States who suppressed the rebellion. It is
for them to say on what terms the govern-
ment shall be restored. We expect to be
content with those terms. Our people will
beauxious and interested spectators of the
struggle now going on in the Northern aud
Western States, but they are not in a condi-
tion to take much part in this struggle.
They can only look on and hope that the re
sult may be best for the whole country. Our
sympathies are with those who are most de
voted to the Union, and who are determined
to restore it on a loyal basis, without the dic-

tation of Northern copperheads or Southern
traitors.

We are informed that the Young Men's
Christian Association of this City, propose
to secure the services of eminent and able
lecturers to deliver during the ensuing season

scries of six lectures. The proceeds of
these lectures to be applied to the support of
the poor.

It is proposed, in order to ascertain wheth
er our citizens are favorably inclined to the
measure, to issue season tickets, covering all
the lectures, at $3 a ticket. Admission to
each lecture singly will be fifty cents. Those,
who may desire season tickets, will leave
their names with R. W. Best, W. n. Spencer
Perrin Busbee or Leo D. Heartt.

The Tarborough Southerner and one of its
rebel, ribald correspondents, have made an
effort to be amusing; at the expense, of the
Senior Editor of the Standard. wVdo not
regard such cattle as these. The Southerner
is a dirty, funky sheet. It smells badly.

The new batch of traitors who have got
ten possession of the Wilmington Dispatch,
are putting on airs towards the Standard.
We believe one of these traitors was once in
Raleigh before Gen. Roger, on the charge of
sedition. The General was lenient with
him. He ought to have been condemned to
twelve months hard labor at Fort Pulaski,
with ball and chain.

The question is, shall traitors or loyal men
rule this country ? This question will be
finally answered and settled in about six
months. Traitors will fall on their bellies
again, and eat dirt, as they did in 1865, and
true men will be appreciated and honored.
Mark the prediction.

The "Exchange Hotel," Raleigh, N.
C. We have received the circular of J. M.
Blair, announcing that he has become the
proprietor of the above named Hotel, and
inviting us to sojourn with him if we should
have occasion to visit Raleigh. The Ex
change is one of the largest and most com-
modious houses in the Southern country, and
Mr. Blair, who was formerly the proprietor
of the "Mountain House" at Asheville, N.
C, has the reputation of being one of the
best hotel-keepe- rs in the State. We have no
hesitation in saying to our friends and the
public generally, from our own knowledge
of the house, and, the high reputation of Mr.
iSlair as a notel-keepe- r, tbat should they
think proper to stop with him, he will make
them reel perfectly at home while at his
house. Statesville American.

Mr. Blair deserves much credit for his en
terprise in establishing and conducting a
first class public house. Travellers and so
journers will find themselves most agreeably
entertained at the Exchange Hotel. Mr.
Blair is indefatigable in his attentions to the$
wants of his guests, and he is well sustained
by his polite and gentlemanly Clerk, Mr. T.
H. Ramsey.

Mr. Erastus-Washingt- on Smith, has re
cently had the degree of A. P.. DM (Doctor
Physicis Artibus) Doctor in Physical Arts,
conferred upon . him by the New-Yor- k Uni- -
versify, iioctor smith is now the construct '

ting- - Engineer of U. S. Ironclad Iunderbergy
and consulting Engineer of the' famous Chi- -
cago Tnnne.1 extending two miles under Lake
Michigan, and ' Chief Engineer of the new '

iron bridge at Harlem. r Dr, S, fs "native of
Conn., and graduated - at, jSewTYork Univer-
sity in 1844. v

A Card from Maj-Gen- V John Mi Fainier?

i Sib Please: 'all oyr-- ' me space-- to say-- that
the special dispatch from-Washingto-

n which
appeared '. in the Tribune of the 14tb inst.;
does great injustice to my impressions of the
state of affairs in North-Corolm- a. -- - V '

I do not " report" that the" reconstructed
openly and defiantly insult Union officers in
the streets." I saw no disposition on the
part of any respectable person in Raleigh to
act'discourteously toward Union officers ; for
myself, I have to acknowledge many acts of
the most obliging kindness.'

It is my belief, too, that the freed people
of all classes are as kindly treated in Central
North-Carolin- a as they are in any portion of
tne late biave btates.

With reference to the Union people "who
once had slaves before the war, no truthful
account can be otherwise than gloomy. Im
mediately after the collapse of the Rebell
ion, men ot all parties in the South supposed
that the Government of the United States
would give its confidence and extend the
fullest protection to the men who adhered
to the Union during the war. ; This expecta-
tion was so reasonable that the Rebels could
not object to it, and the Union men, encour
aged by it, commenced the organization of a
party in North-Carolin- a.

The election of the Rebel candidate. Gov.
Worth over Gov. Holden, and his adminis
tration, supported as it has, been, by the
Washington authorities, destroyed these
hopes and this party. The consequence is
that a few Union men have consented to be
come the tail of the Rebel kite, and have
gone to Philadelphia to witness the recon
ciliation ot tnose who were never enemies.
They, like Northern Union men who have
gone to the same place on the same errand.
win De nearci or as union men no more.
Those who have declined the alliance with
Rebels, are disheartened, and have not the
courage to adopt the only courses which are
now open to them, anjliation with the Union
party of the Northern States, and the exten-
sion of the ballot to all. When they do this
they will commence an organization for suc-
cess. JOHN M. PALMER.

ZanesviUe, Ohio, Aug. 15, 1866.
The Sentinel, of this City, noticed recently

what purported to be expressions from Gen
Palmer, differing totally from the foregoing,
and commented on them with some severity.
That paper will now, of course, do justice to
Gen. P. by publishing the above.

It is true, as stated by Gen. Palmer, that
the formation of a Union party in this State
was arrested by the election of Gov. Worth,
But the Unionists of the State, though dis-

heartened by the course of events, are still
firm, and they will remain so. They are not
wanting in courage to do their duty ; but so
far as we are concerned, we do not perceive
that any thing they could do would affect
the result in the Northern and Western
States, where the issues between the Presi
dent and Congress are to be tried and settled.
Meetings have been held in this State to ap
point delegates to the Convention of Loyal-
ists in Philadelphia, and it is more than
probable that some delegates will be in at-

tendance; but the Unionists of the North
and West must not conclude, if there are but
few, or no delegates to that Convention from
this State, that therefore the real Union feel
ing among our people has died out. There
are at least thirty thousand unconditional
Union men in North-Carolin- a. Their sym-
pathies are most thoroughly with those na
tional men n ho-- are striving to restore the
Union on a loyal basis, and in dne time they
will be heard and felt.

We learn that Col. W. B. Richardson, of
Moore, is a candidate for the Senate from
Moore aud Montgomery, and as yet has no
opposition. Col. R. is a loyal Union man.

We learn that Dr. R. K. Speed and Gen.
W. E. Mann are candidates for the Senate in
Perquimans and Pasquotank.

Thomas Wilson, Esq., is a candidate for
the Commons from Perquimans.

We do not know the political views ad
vocated by these gentlemen.

The New-Orlea- ns Riot.
The Washington correspondent of the

New York Tribune telegraphs as follows to
that paper :

"Gen. Baird's official report of the massacre
was forwarded yesterday by Gen. Sheridan
to uen. urant with a respectful demand that
it be made public. The report embraces a
history of all the circumstances connected
with the massacre, and proves conclusively
that it was preconcerted and prearranged by
the Rebel Mayor, J. T. Monroe, the Lieutenant-Go-

vernor, and others interested in break-- ,
ing up the Convention. The report is also
a vindication of the course pursued by Gen.
Baird, who claims to have taken every pre-
caution consistent with the facts then known
to him, and, but for the treachery of the po-
lice and Rebel City and State officials, it is
claimed that the precaution taken would
have been sufficient. The medical officer de-
tailed to make an official report of the killed
and wonnded presented the names in full to-
gether with the character ot the wounds re-
ceived by the following parties, viz. : Mem-
bers of the Convention 1 killed and 8
wounded, or one-thir- d of the members pres-- J
enc ; wnite citizens attending the Conven-
tion, 2 killed and 9 wounded ; total number
of whites killed and wounded, 20. Colored
citizens atending the Convention-kille- d. 34 ;
wounded, 119 ; total of colored killed and
wounded, 153. Of the police, there were 10
slightly wounded, most of whom were on du-
ty the next day. One white citizen with the
Police was killed. The evidence shows that
the man was accidently shot by the. Police ;
also, that in the excitement, many of the Po-
lice were wounded by their comrades. In
addition to the above, the Doctor reports 10
colored pen killed and 20 wounded, whose
names he could not ascertain. From the
best information at hand, I am forced to be-
lieve that there were a great many more killed
and wounded among the colored people than
have been officially reported by Dr. Hartsuff.
Many of the wounded are secreted in out of
the way places, and it would be impossible
to get all of their names."

The Richmond Enquirer, which still glories
in the right of secession, will not be satisfied
with the admission of the Southern members
to Congress. It says : .

"The admission of Southern representa-
tives in Congiess, though of deep interest to
the South, is not the main point to be gained
in order to the restoration of peace and har-
mony. Something underlies that and all its
relations. It is the of the
equality of citizenship, and the restoration
of the political equilibrium. The battle for
this ia to be fought in the Northern States,
and the President has inaugurated the wisest
means to gain victory. The South is unani-
mous in his support." .' :.

- Hoosier "W omen. --A; couple of wa-
rn en got into "an .entanglement?. at
Madison, Ind., a day or two- - ago, and
one ol them fractured the skull of the"
Other by a blow: Iwitli a stone,; Toung
men intending ' to ; marry .Hoosier giris
will make a note of this tl straw,'l and
have their f heads ironclad Jjefore slip
ping into the noose. """V: ' -'"' '" t fV. 'ZY

: ijlessrs., editors j We learn that th.
school taught by Mr. E. B..Tbomas for the
last moBth. ending Aug." 15th.. 1866. ia in k
prosperous condition. It n conducted'underr
me supervision oi urarq oi managers.- -'
The school numbers SJ6 pupils. Out of this
number- only.tOOT wasf fcbseirfe from prayers
during-th- e last-- month; ;,Tne classes passed
a good examination in geography, anthme. ..

tic and grammar.--' - . . -- .'
Among those who received marks of dre--

.T TT i. T T,uiiuiiuu were ivooi. nunun,io9. Brown, Mi-
llard Ducly, Henry Yearby, John Hicks, Ma-
ry Wall and Ida Sawyer..' J03. Brown re-
ceived the highest mark forscbolarship, and
on good deportment the award was given to
Johnny Hicks. . .. A Friend to Schools.

Raleigh, Aug. ao, 1866. - . .

, . .; - i '

Tor the Standard. '

Prosnress of Education Amnnt tK r
ored People.

Messrs. Editors: Accepting the invita-
tion of the teacher, Mr. Leland, I attended
an examination last week of the school of
colored children held in the Southeastern por-
tion of the City, at the Nevill Church.

The pupils, numbering eighty, ranged in
age from twenty to six years but there pro- -
liflHIv wnrA PTnpnfiAna oifliar wav ,.1.1

and some younger. Mr. Leland lias been en-
gaged in teaching different schools in this
vicinity for about a year, and the present
school was made up . of scholars from the
other schools which had closed their sessions
for the present. The scholars had been un-
der his training abou seven weeks, and the
majority of them commenced their alphabet
a year ago. Some commenced since, Others
were partially instructed before. - . .

The exercises consisted in reading; spelling

and defining, geography, arithmetic and
grammar. The different classes were called
uii ii 1 1 t-- x ;i I M I n ( i in rpnfnnir in vT nifn rnA
majority had acquired remarkable proficien- - --

cy, considering the short period since which
they were first engaged in acquiring the ru-
diments of learning. In arithmetic and ge-
ography especially, they displayed tlieir apt-
ness for instruction. In grammar, spelling
and defining some were very proficient, oth-
ers not remarkably 60. I do not desire to
bestow indiscriminate praise, but venture to
assert that few of our white population are
aware of the remarkable stride in learning

k . i.n i . ; i ,1 . uSX

during the past year.
I was informed that many of the bolder

scholars present were studying to become
teachers. They were all tidily dressed and .

exceedingly well-behave- d; and Mr. Leland"
seemed to govern with a firm kindness, which
commanded the respect of his pupils. "

Xhe progress made is wonderful ; and it
cannot be long before every one will "perceive
it plainly, in the more intelligentTaces and
correct language of our colored population.

- SIGMA.

For the Standard,
meeting' in Washington County..
A meeting of the Union men of Washing--.

ton County was held at Germ anton on the
18th inst., for the purpose of appointing del- -.

egates to the Southern Union Convention to
be held in Philadelphia on the 3d of Sep
tember next.

Tho IllOiflTli. Tl'IIH Kit A.Htnw T
A ir.l i - a! - "l t ttt nr Ja. iiieisnn lo me i;nnir am .1. vv . w vnn ro
act as Secretary.

committee of nine be appointed to draft res--
oiutions. - ine ronowing gentlemen were
annointed E. H. Willis. M. C. McNaniara.
F F. Chesson, John K. Rea, H. P. Lewis,
James Cahoon, James Clifton, Redden Da
venport and Aaron Davenport.

The Committee submitted the following;
1 i- T. 1. ,1 .rcsuiuuuus, wuicu were Buopieu:

Whereas, we deprecate all dissensions''
and divisions in the Union ranks as only di--
visions in tayor ot our political opponents :
and whereas we m the principles of.
the platform adopted

" by the National Union
7i .: ,1 l i : r i an i j
termination to snnnort onlv mmh men us
stand squarely upon it ; and whereas, the
policy adopted during the rebellion should
till prevail, modified only by circumstances

so as to continue the control of the govern
ment in the hands ot those who ueienaed it;
Ann whprpiiii rmr vnrpa trill..... - hA cntpn ortrl' 1 0m' to
confidence reposra in only those who are ,

loyal to the Union, and withheld from those
who departed from the path which made

.1 1 a.i "iiue war a. success anu scamped upon Treason
the menaceble stigma and disc race, of a
crime that ought to be made odious and its
authors punished ; and whereas, our thanks
are due to Congress that labored to recon-
struct the government on principles of jua '

tice. liberty and right, so as to make peace , '
permanent and honorable, and not a triumph
to those who attempted to destroy the Union
and npw unblushingly and impertinently
denv the nnwer to keen them out ' "

1. Jiesolvca, That we desire that a spirit ot
conciliation, kindness and forbearance should
govern all Union men, so that harmony shall

i .....n!!. ..J -

the country be promoted and perpetuated..
2. That whenever the bonthern . people -

shall accept the terms of unexampled mod- - .

eration offered them m a corresponding
spirit and show forth their professions by
electing loyal men to office, they should be

only thus established. ' I -

3. That our thanks are due to Congress for
their refusal to invest with power those who
have been enemies to the government.

4. 1 hat although it is the dearest wish of
our hearts to see the old North State take .
1 ! t 1ner piace again in tne councils oi tne nation,
yet we are willing to remain as we are inde-- ;

finifplv rather than allow reri-hanri- trnitnra
to control us. , v.-- . - r

4-- That wn fin lirtilv erwinrsp t.li( nail -

and the principles set forth for a Convention
of Southern loyalists to be held in" Philadel-
phia the 3d of September next, and that we
will support any measure for the speedy res-
toration of the Southern States on a sound
basis. v

, '!..

6. That the proceedings' o'f this meeting
be published in the North-Carolin- a Standard,
Washington City Chronicle, New York Tri-
bune and Philadelphia Inquirer. " :'

The following gentlemen were appointed
delegates to the Philadelphia ' Convention
the 3d September: J. W. Wynne, M. C. ra,

E. H. Willis, J. J. Rea; H. R. Fnr-ni- s,

Samuel P. Woodley, Jno. B. Chesson, Jr.,
Alexander M. Phelps, J. A... Melson. And
the following gentlemen were appointed.
from Kpantnrt fjonntv; U. M Ml ton and W.- -

M. Cherrv. and M. Bowen of Maryland, for-- 1

merly of this County. ' . . - , ,

The meeting was then adjourned.. v "

'- J. W. Wynne, Sec'y. - ... .

18, 1866. - --' - -August ?:

In Ohio the railing cry of thexRepublicana
in the canvass is. "The constitutional -

- i ; a t i i -auicuuiuciik aa in as anil o l I J cut lit? VVcks.

In the City of St. Lonis, Missouri, at yieColnm-- ' .
bia House, on the: 20th Inst., of Asiatic --cholera, .

Mrs. Amanda C. Johnson, wife oifXlu 'Johnson,
and third daughter of the late Frank Kin?, of- -

this City. She was a member, of Ihe Bantiet
Church, and a devoted Christian.-- "j- -

luamca uuv eaorc vune, wnea sue accompanied
her husband to the West- - r There her-youn- life J.

has been "suddenly closed. ' V"- "
. ' "' .; ': " r

" Early, bright." transienCchaste'as morning deir ;

She sparkled, was exhaled, and went to Heaven I'
',. 5 Weep not .for those

' T.',' -
"

.

; ,'Ere yet theTrintry, chilling breath u

-
.

- Of sorrow o'r tbem blower- - . ;.'-''- "
. - T.. A ft,. Ka I. 1. . f .

. . "r The mournful heritor! Of natii-- "
? ". -

. V. u. u. .

pSTr M"?i imd, Ealcigh papers please copy
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