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SPEECH OF MR. HAYWO0OD,
OF NORTH CAROLINA,

In the Senale, on the 4th and 5th March, 1846,
On the Joint Resolution for giving the notice to
terminate the convention between the U. States
and Great Britain relative to the Oregon Ter-
ritory.

(coNcLUDED.)

But, Mr. President, there are some other topics
that have been introduced into this discussion,
which I feel obliged to notice. We have been
told that the PEOPLE have decided this ques-|
tion, and all Democrats are called to obey the
voice of the people at the peril of conscquinces.
I am a Democrat, and upon parly questions a
party man. Of this, I make no concealment;|
and at heme [ have never been suspected, I think, |

but once, and that did not last long. But I am |

not a slave to dictation, nor a tame [ollower ofi

any man’s lead, especially upon questions likely
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THE CONSTITUTION AND THE UNION -OI' THH STATES--THEY “MUST BE PRESERVED.”

when GENET appealed to the PEOPLE of the
States in behalf of France and against Great
Britain, and how PRESIDENT WASHING-
TON’S celebrated Proclamation of Neutrality
saved the PEACE OF AMERICA. In tak-
ing leave of the duties and cares of public sta-
tion, hear what WasuineToN said of it to the
people:

“ After deliberate examination, with the aid of
the best hights I could obiain, 1 was well satisfied
that our country, under all the circumstances of
the case, had a right to take, and was bound in
duty and interest to take, a NEUTRAL position.
Having taken it, I determined, as far as should
depend upon me, to maintain it with moderation,
perseverance, and firmness.”

And, oh, how like a patriot and father, did be,
still yearning over his conntry, warn us by his
FAREWELL ADDRESS to beware of all
self-constituted combinations to overawe and con-
trol this Senate! It is Washington who speaks
to us from the grave; let Senators listen |

“'The basis of our political systems is the right
of the people to make and to alter their constitu-
tions of Government. But the constitation which
at any time existe, till changed by an explicit and
authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obli-
gatory upon all. The very idea of the power and
the right of the people to establish government pre-
supposes the duty of every individual 1o obey the
eslablished government.

« All obstructions to the execution of the laws,
all combinations and associations, under whatever
plausible character, with the real design fo direct,
control, counteract, or awe the regular delibera-
tion and aclion (gf the CONSTITUTED AUTHORITIES,
are destructive of this fundamental priociple, and
of fatal tendency. ‘They serve to organize faction,
to give it an artificial and extraord:nary force, to
put in the place ol the delegated will of the nation
the will of a party—often a small bat artfy] and en-
terprising minority of the communily —and, apcord-
ing to the a!ternate triumphs of different parties, to
make the public administration the mirror of the
ill-conzerted and incongruous projects of faction,
rather than the organ of consisient and wholesome
plans, digested by common counsels, and modified

to involve my paity in danger, or my country in by mutual interests.

ruin. [ am Democrat enough not to shrink from
speaking the Zrutk boldly to the people, as they |
shall hear who hear me atall. I had rather serce |

them than please them, though I have found in |

my own expericnee that honest service is the best |
avenue to their confidence. I do not know nor |
believe that the people are opposed to an honor-|
able compromise of this controversy. That they.

might be made so by wilful appliances, I have no ,
But I do not shrink from meeting such |

doubt.

“ However combinations or associations of the
above description may now and then answer popu-
lar ends, they are likely, in the course of time and
things, :0 become potent engines, by which cun-
ning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be
enabled to subrert the power of the PEOPLE,
and to veurp for THEMSELVES the reins of
Goverament, destroying afterwards the very en-
gines which have lified them to unjust domin-
ion.” Farewell Address.

What words of wisdom and of troth are these!

an issae directly—not I. I should hold myself They are the principles of libeity, well-regulated

no Democrat if I did.

fided to the PRESIDENT, under the advice of

the Senate. I talk of £2eaties; notordinary laws.

In treaty-making, we act in private, and upon in-
We deny to for-!
 President may peril his Administration—some of

formation we cannot disclose.
eign Ministers the right to discuss the cause of
their Governments to our PEOPLE. Should one
undertake it, he would be driven from the coun-

try, as he oughtto be. We represent STATES;

and Senators are presumed to be statesmen of |
We geaer- |
ally ratify a treaty before the PEOPLE are per-,
witted to know any thing of it, or of the reasous
If we were cautious to observe |
How | to be marked asa disturber of our party harmony.

i

some learning and great judgment.

for its ratification.
the rules, this would always be the case.
absurd, therefore, to assert that the PEorLE have

By the Constitution of the ‘k
United States, the MAKING OF TREATIES i$ con-l

iaarc to think like WASHINGTON—to act like

liberty ; of freedom, constitutional freedom.
Methinks I see the coming storm. The press
may be already charged ; but no mauer. This is
my country’s question, not a mere party strife.
'These are the sentiments my head and my heart
approve, and I will not withhold them. The

vou belicve he will—il he or his friends should

WASHINGTON. Bat he will violate his pu-
1y and prril his counTry if he dorsnot. So
did WASHINGTON peril his Adininistration ;
but, the people, the DEMOCRACY, came to
the rescue, and all was well. A much humbler
victim (like him who addreases you) must expect

But shall I preach harmony when there is no

retained, or that they wish to exert, or that they | concord, upon such questions as these 2 Tt would

can rightfully exercise, the power to insiruct the |
How exe-|

Secnate upon the making of a treaty.

be political hypocrisy. I read to an American
Scnate the lessons which Washington tanght, and

crable and revolutionary would be the doctrine | upon which Washington ACTED ; and if “that

that a President should sect aside his constilulion- |

al advisers, and go before the people, whether it

were the honest “ masses,” or Baltimore Conven-|

be treason, make the most of it.”
But, before you strike, the PEOPLE shall
hear. Are not these the true principles of the

tions, or town and county meetings, wheiein fac-| Constitution, upon which every Administration
tions are first formed, and then led by demagogues, | of this Government, from WasRINGTON down

who called them together. Oh, my counntry |—
my country ! when that shall be our fate, if, in
the providence of God, it shall ever be!

Sir, hear what the Father of his Country said, |
a half a century ago.
Let an American Senate hear him.
DENT POLK ncar PRESIDENT WASH-)
INGTON, and stand to his position! How prc-r
cious will be his reward !

“ There had becn a public meeting in Philadel-
¢ phia for the purpose of passing resolves against
¢ Jay's treaty. Alfier the busincss of the meeting |
¢ was closed, a copy of the treaty was suspended
“on a pole and carried about the streets by a com-
¢ pany of people, who at length stopped in front |
¢ of the British Minister’s house, and there burat
¢the treaty ; and also before the door of the British
‘ Consal, amidst the huzzas and acclamations of
¢the multitude " In Boston the same sort of thing
was done, and a town meeling addressed to the
President a protest. This was his reply to all:

“ To Ezekiel Price, Thomas Walley, Willam
Boardman. Ebenezer Seacver, Thomas (' afls,
Thomas Edwards, William Little, William
Scollay, and Jesse Pulnam—Selectmen of the
town of Boslon.

“ Uxrreno StaTes, July 28, 1795.

“ GenTLEMEN: In every act of my administra-
tion, | have sought the bappiness of my fellow-
citizens. My system for the attainmeunt of this
object has uniformly teen to overlook all personal,
local, and partial considerations ; (o contemplate the
United States as one great whole ; to confide that
sudden impressions, when erroneous, would yield
to candid reflection ; and to consult only the sub-
stantial and perm:anent interests of our country.

“ Nor have | departed from this line of conduct
on the occasion which has produced the resolu-
tions contained in your letter of the 13th instant.
W ithout a predilection for my own judgment, |
have weighed with atteation every argument which
has at any time been brought into view. But the
CONSTITUTION is the guide, which I never
can sbandon. It has assigned to the PRESI-
DENT the power of making treaties, with the ad-
vice and consentof the SENATE. It was doubt-
less supposed that these two branches of Govern-
ment would combine, without passion, and with
the best means of information, those facts and priu-
ciples vpon which the success of our foreign rela-
tions will always depend ; that they ought not to
substitute for their own conviction the opinions of
others or to seek truth through any channel but
that of a Zemper ate and well-informed investiga-
tion.

“ Under this persuasion, [ have resolved on the
manuoer of executing the duty before me. To the
high responsibility attached to, I freely submit ;
and you, gentlemen, are at liberty 10 make these
sentiments known as the Fruunds of my procedure.
While I feel the mostlively gratitude for the manly
instances of approbation from my country, 1 can
po otherwise DESERVE it than by obeying the
diciates of my CONSCIENCE.

¢ With due respect, | am, gentlemen, &c.,

“GEORGE WASHINGTON.”

Who does not know the history of that party
denuanciation and violence which disturbed this

| —Federal and DEMOCRATIC—have ACT-

ED,—have ACTE),
ment of our foreign affairs?
futation by their acTs—not mere words.

I say—in the manage-
I challenge a re-
It is

Lot the People hear him. | southern Democracy, Mr. President, beyond all
L.t PRESL-!

dispute. It is that sort which I have always pro-
feesed ; not like a potato, that grows under ground
at the root; but which blooms and bears its fruit
in the open air of heaven, and then ripens and is
FIT FOR USE.

I say nothing about LecistaTive INsTRUC-
Tions: not a word. I have not time to speak
upon that point, soas to express myself in a man-
ner to avoid misrepresentations ; and it is not ne-
cessary I should raise that question before I shall
be instructed. Suffice it to say, that NorTH
CaroLINA has not instructed her Senators. 1 es-
teem it a jewel in the crown of my State, that
North Carolina never did, in any party muta-
tions or political excitements, instruct her Sena.
tors upon a TREATY OF TREATY-MAKING, o far
as I know. [ presume it will not so much as be
pretended that I ought to pay obedience to the
mandates of any other State.

[At this stage of his remarks, Mr. Havwoop
gave an amusing account of the game of politics
to be played with this OrEcoN question in Pre-
sident-making. The substance was, that the great
Western Democralic statesman, (Mr. Benton )—
[he had seen ever since last sammer.]—was to be
drummed out of the party, with the false label up-
on his back, of * trailor to Oregon!” The great
Southern Democratic statesman, [Mr. Calhoun,)
was to be dismis<ed, falsely labelled with the ery
of “ Punic faith to Oregon The Senator from
Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,] another eloquent and
early friend of Oregon, would find himself march-
ed ont for his want of foresight—because, in the
last Congress, he made a speech for the natice,
but instead of going for * all or none,” * fight or
no fight" he had got for his reward a vulgar
pateh to his back, of “notice for the sake of me-
gotiation”” The Secretary of State, [Mr. Buch-
anan,] and all the Cabinet, would probably be dis-
missed, in a body, from the party, branched as
« British compromisers” And as that left the
Governor of New York still in the party, Mr. H.
asked, “what of him ? How is he to be got rid
of?” «Oh,that will be a_small job, provided the
indignation against the WASHINGTON TREATY
can be kept up to a white heat long enough. as
he voted for its ratification.” [Then turning to
Mr, Webster]—* The Senator from Massacnu-
gells mnay see a more amiable excuse for certain
etale strictures upon the © Washkinglon trealy”™
than malice towards the negotiator. GOVER-
NOR WRIGHT, as a Senator, voted for its ra-
tification; and he happens not lo be !mre to vote
upon the Oregom. So * Ratification of the
Ashburion treaty” will be his badge upon bis
dismiseal. During that part of the speech there
was much laoghter, and the picture, althoogh
drawn seriously, was exhibited in good humor.
He then proceeded as follows ]

nation even under Washington's Administration,

Why, in the name of all thatis safeto my

party, where do the Democrats expect to find »
Presidential candidate ? Who will be our Pre-
sident after we have expelled all our biggest
men ? Sir, Iam svure [ do not know.

[Mr. HaANNEGAN remarked : “ Take him from
amongst the people, where we got one before.”]

Oh! Ay, then he IS to be taken from among
the people, is he—without resorting to such states-
men as those | have named? We shall see how-
ever, whether the people agree to have this game
played afier a three year's notice.

There is a mistake, however, Mr. President,
in what the Senator from Indiana exclaimed, at
his first sight of my imperfect picture. In my
State, let me tell that Senator, when Democrats
talk of “the people,” we mecan “the masses"—
the * bone ancrsinew“ of the land, as distinguish-
ed from the statesmen, lawyers, politicians, and
such like. In that sense, 1 deny that President
Polk was got for a candidate from among * the
people.” He has been a politician all his life,
and we knew it when he was nominated. Thank
God for it!—he has now proved himself to have
been more—one of the sTaTEsMEN of this great
country. And if he will only stand up by the
side of Washington, as he has done,and [ hope
he will do, he will be entitled to our lasting ad-
miration. That sort of flattery to the people
would not fake at all with “the people” in my
part of the world, and I should be sorry to think
it would tickle the people very much anywhere.
A man is no worse, as a man, brcause he docs

'not possess the learning and political expericnce

which are requisite to fit him for the station of
Chief Magistrate of the United States. Nobody
pretends to that. But it is a great evil when
everybody thinks he is fit to be the President; and
if my friend from Indiana should stand up before
a crowd of honest Democrats in my State and talk
to *“the people,” the “real people,” the “ masses,”
there—the men who drive their own ploughs,
make their own carts, &c.. and quietly pursue
their occupation at home—about NOMINAT-
ING ONE OF THEM FOR PRESIDENT,
they would do what I will not—laugh in his
face, and tell kim that he might as well talk of
gelling a blacksmith to mend watches.

But let me ask the attention of Senators whilst
[ give to the Baltimore resolution a more parti-
cular notice. 1t has been often  referred to in the
Scnate, and no one has answered. I believe the
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Breese] is entitlid to
the distinction of having first read it in Senate.
He did not have the Secretary to read it, but read
it himself: Next year for the next step!
Senate, having no wish to misrepresent me, need
not be asked to remember that 1 shall have noth-
ing to say against the convention or ils members.

often relicd upon as deserving great weight end
consideration in our deliberations, is my subject ;
not the convention. 'I'he resolution on Oregon is
simply this: The declaration of opinions by a
party convention recommending opinions to the
people which were unanimously adopted by the
convention, That is its precise character. They
are before me:

“ Resolved, That our title to the whole of Ore-
gon is clear and unquestivnable ; that no portion
of the same ought 1o be ceded 1o Eungland or any
other Power; and that the re-occupation of Ore-
gon, and the re-annexation of Texas, at the ear-

ures, which this convention recommends (o the
cordial support of the Democratic party of this
Uunion.”

It 1s remarkable how this resolution bas ac-
quired so much importance now, whea it was
not even thought worthy of being communicated
to Mr. Polk at that time by its authors. I have
before me, in Niles's Register, the letter inform-
ing him of his nomination, and expecling lo elect
him ; and his reply accepts the nomination, Aop-
ing they may. That is about the whole of it
In good taste, and enough said. If any Senator
wishes it, 1 will read the letters. Here they are.
But not a word about Oregon—not a syllable.
No pledges made, and none required.  In truth,
we all know that the Baliimore Convention was
not called te instruct or to express opinions for
the party, but simply to choose a DEMOCRA-
TIC CANDIDATE. So you come round
again to Mr. Polk's opinion voluntarily express-
cd beiore he was a candidate for President, and
which has not changed to this day. Of that 1
have already spoken.

Then whom doesthis resolution bind? Why
brought into this Senate? But before you answer
me, rceollect there were two Baltimore Conven-
tions. [Some person said—*“three.””] 1 know,
but I don’t count the Tyler Convention. [A good
deal of laughter took place at this remark, and
Mr. H. said, “I mean no sneer--no offence to
any one’] The Whig Senntors, lsuppose it
will be admitted, are not bound by the Democra-
tic Convention resolution. [Mr. Dickinson, of
New York, and others said, “ Of course not.”]

|

Then that is settled. How is it witha Demo-
cratic Scnator, whose State voted for Mr. Clay,
and repudiated the Democratic Convention ? That
is my case. My Sute adopted the Constitution
many years ago; and besides that, they refused
to vote for Mr. Polk, or to approve this resolution
in 1844. Whatis it expecled of ME todo? To
obey the Constitution, and follow the people of
my State; or this resolution of a_convention sent
to Baltimore to NOMINATE A CANDI-
DATE FOR PRESIDENT, but not to make
CREEDS for the party ? [Some one remarked,
« Uf course you are not bound as a Senstor.”)
Very well ; itis as a Senator I talk here, 2sa
Senator 1 vote here, and as a Senafor 1 heard
these resolutions read here; and yet as a Senator
I am not boand to heed them. That isa strange
result after all we have heard of this matter. And
in behalf of my Democratic neighbors, the Sena-
tors from South Carolina, I would respecifully
inquire whether they were bound, and how far?
—since South Carolina would not join the con-
vention, and had no delegates in it
voices : * Oh, yes; her delegates came in afier.”]
1 understand it: South Carolina delegates came
into the nomination, However, 1 suspect that
much of all this, intended or not intended, will
be used to aid the ery of “ Punic faith "—* Panic
faith,” of which I shall speak hereaficr.

But in the next place, Mr. President, 1 presume
to tell my Democratic associates who thrust this
neww CREED upon me as a test of orthodoxy in
the party, that they seem to me not to understand
it themselves, and it were as well to look to that
before any cry of treason shall be got up, either
against the President, or agamst the Senate, or
against an humble individual like mysell. I
charge the Senator from [llinois, and all other
Senaore who subscribe this asa ¢crEED, and yet go
for 54 deg. 40 min, with insisting apon more than
the Baltimore Convention have recommended the

liest practicuble peried, are great American meas- |
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party to believe and do; and here is my proof
It truly says that Texas and Oregon are * great
American” questions! You insist that Oregon
is a “ Western™ question: and somelimes it is
treated by you as a “pariy™ question; and I am
afraid that, by bringing it here, you will soon in-
duce other persons (without Senators intending it)
to convert it into a very dangerous presidential
—sectional—anti-democratic, anti-Administration
question, and teach othersto PROSCRIBE those
who cannot lay aside our original faith as we do
onr clothes, and, therefore, still believe that this
is an “American” question, and that, like Texag,
the “twin-sister to Oregon,” the boundarics of
Oregon ought to be left to a settlement by negotia-
tion through the President and Senate of the U.
Siates—the only constitutional organs for treating
with foreign Governments.

But more than that, Mr. President: this
CREED is in favor of the “ RE-OCCUPA-
TION OF OREGON.” And that is what it
recommended to our party. Ah! “reoccupa-
tion "—that’s the word ; not occupalion but re-oc-
cupation. Now, we cannot * ze-occupy” whaut
we never “occupied " before. We never oceupi-
ed the Oregon that lies north of the compromise
line of 49 deg. before, but the Oregon on this side
of that line we have heretofore occupied. There-
fore we cannot re-occupy noith of 49 deg., but
we can re-occapy all south of that line! And
that is exactly what the President has becn en-
deavoring to do, and exactly what I am in favor
of doing—" fight or no fight” Sir, il a Demo-
crat thus comes fully up to this creed by his ac-
tion, what gave Scnators here the privilege to de-
nounce him as untrue to the Democratic faith?
This construction of the cREED is not hypercriti-
cal. Whatis “OREGON?’ The country on
the Columbia river and south of it—all lying be-
low the line of 49 deg.—used 1o be Oregon. The
old historians, maps, and geographers all bad it
so. Itisathing of modern origin to call any
part of the territory north of 49 deg. “ OrEcoxn.”
There is, then, an old Oregon and a modern Ore-
gon. The old Oregon was once occupicd by us.
Qutside of that we have never occupied any por-
tion of the modern Oregon; and therefore, if this
cregDp had gone for an occupation of Oregon, it
might well be construcd *all of Uregon,” old
land new. But as it only went for a “ rRE-occupa-
(tion,” it is as clear as day thatthe cREED must be
\interpreted to mean the old Oregon up to 49 deg ;
{that same Oregon which lies south of 49 deg ;
‘that same Oregon which the DEMOCRA'TS all

‘fight for ANy more! If we stand to the faith,
jand keep the bond as it was written for us, will
‘not that suffice? I think, Mr. President, I have

‘and specially.

With unaffected pain did I hear a charge of
“PUNIC FAITH?" brought and repeated a-
'gaiost the SouTn, i

upon what grounds can he make this charge a-
gainst the South, when he had only to have made
the passage of the Oregon bill a sine gua non to
his vote for Texas, and the thing would have been
done,—both would kave passed, or neither.  The
Oregon bill must have passed—always provided,
he could have got & SovruErN SENATOR O
make such a bargain with him! He had but two
Senators to trade with, for all the rest of us voted
for the Oregon bill without a price. That hedid
not diive a bargmin for Oregon is no concern of
mine,

[Mr. Haxwoop here spoke of Mr. HuoER as
an absent triend, whom he loved too well not to
vindicate against unjust aspersions, and was about
to proceed ; when

Mr. HaxxEeaN at once interrupted him by ex-
pressing the highest admiration and respect for
Ml:. Hucer, and disavowed all sort of intention
to impute to him, an act, or even a thought of the
slightest dishonor as a man or a Senator.]

M:. Havywoop continued. That is enough,
Mr. President. The other honorable Scnator
from South Carolina [Mr. McDuffie] is here, aud
very able to vindicate himself, if he thinks it is
required. But I turn to higher topics. This is
not a pleasant one.

Mr. President, in coming to the conclusions
1 have, which have been expressed to the Senate
without evasion or disguise, and in taking my
stand, as [ believe, alongside of the Executive de-
partment of the Goverament, I took no counael of
Great Britain’s strength to muke me recede from
the extremest claim of my own country. Were
it MEXICO, or any still weaker and more dis-
tracted Government, if I know my own heart, 1
would demand no more from it than 1 would in-
sist upon against Great Britain,—our rights, eur
honorable rights, peaceably and in love. From
neither, and from no other Government in the
world, would I take what was not honorable for
my own to demand ; nor go to war with any na-
tion for either a profitable or an unprofituble
wrong. I must be pardoned, therefore, for giv-
ing utterance to the sentiment, that an accusation of
this kind agaiost our own Government was nvith-
er just nor politic nor patriotic. I'he rest of the
world will be easy to persuade, with American
Senators to imstruct them, that our country is
| mean enough to oppress the weak, and too coward-
| ly 10 assert our rights against the strong.  Great
| Britain will hardly find in that (if she believed it)
|a motive for surrendering * all of Oregon™ with-
|out a fight, even if it should become recessary for

The ! go for still :—only some of us are not anxious to her to fight us single-handed for it.
g ) ] 3

So, before God and the Senate, [ do abjure and
-ircprobuu; the sentiment of hatred to any nation
as a motive for going back no further than the

The resolution which has been gravely read, and disposed of the Baltimore resolutions gencrally | offered compromse.

The venerated man whose image hangs con-
;stamly belore us, and whose name should ever be
Ihm ealogy in an American Scnale—GEORGE

anDay

—————— e
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If it does not aid nrgotiation it will not hinder i,

I believe Greal Britain desires peace, because
it is her interest to do it. Her Minister is still
here—the Minister of Peace—the Minister of
Pence from a Christian people and a Christian
Government. Why should we donbt the result 2
He will hardly leave hefore he has at least old
us what is that “ FURTHER PROPOSAL
MORE CONSISTENT WITH FAIRNESS
AND EQUITY,” which he trosted the Ameri-
can Government would make to him, (pp. 11,
69 ) Sir, the civilized world would execrate the
Ministers of both Governments i this negotiation
should be terminated upon any point of personal
or diplomatic riquerTE. Christian lands are
not to be involved in wars at this day for the per-
sonal pigue of their agents.  Ministers of peace do
not seek occasion for a quarrel ; but, iff really in-
clined to compromise, they would be looked upon
a3 miserable dunglers, when either or both of
them cannot find in their own correspondence, or
elsewhere, a reason or a pretext for making any
offer that would prove acceptable to both, I
THERE BE ANY svca, leave all that to them, and
there let the responsibility rest, undivided by us.

This matter can be compromised, if the two
Goveroments are willinz o do it,, 1f Great Bri-
tain does not intend to compromise, we ought (o
know it; let her not have the excuse for it that
the President was against “ all compromise.” but
in favor of “all Oregon or none.”” She shall not
be permitted to say that that misconstruction of the
American President, althongh proclaimed in the
American Senate by some Senators, was ncither
refited nor contradicted by any other.

T'his notice is no threat at all; and Tdo not ex-
pect it is either to inti nidie Great B imin or to
offend her. But hitherto neither of the two Gov-
ernments seemed 1o have realized the neeossity
of terminating this last cause of dispute betwern
them, and of opening the way wider for the cul-
tivation of a perimancnt national concord.

Whatcver may be their course or their condi-
tion it seems o me that WE are no longer lelt at
liberty to postpone n final settlement of this whole
controversy about Oregon. The public will. ex-
pressed through their immediate delegates in the
other House, is very conclusive upon that poiot.
Another Presidential election, and every other
question will be made subordinate Lo this one for
“Our Rights

The public mind, alrcady pre-oceupied by one-
sided arguments upon our title to th whole of
Oregon, will be in no state to discuss it; the peo-
ple will be excited and misled by denunciations
against every man who has the moral conrage
hereafter to doubt it, and even taught to call him
33 “ British ;" the prudence of age will be de-
cried as the counse!s of a foreign influence by a
(hif‘t'd press ; the wisdom of statesmen will bo set
taside by the clamors of sclfish demagognes; the
love of peace and the fear of God drnounced by

in this Scnate, with respect to. WASHINGTON—in his last words to the | factions, and vilified by sclf-constituted associa-

this Oregon notice, &c., and in a way that chal- country, taught us * that the nation which in- tions, as the cowardice of traitors and the affecta-

lenged a reply to it

1dulges towards anolher habilual HATRED is in

‘tion of hypocrisy. It will soon become the unho-

{ Personally I care nothing about it, as I voted some degree a sLavE;" and the Declaration of 1y work of an infuriated party spirit, aided by

tors know that my reason for voling against it the

session beforc was, that its form appeared 0o me
. [Mr. H. here explain- |
‘ed at length his objections to the form of that no-

to violate the Constitution.

tice. He also excused himseIf for voling to lake
‘up the Oregon bill last lession, by stating that if
‘he had knewn at the time (as he does now) how
ilhe negotiation then stood, he would not have vot-

ied for se much of that bill as proposed to take ju-

risdiction. But the Senate did not know the facts
‘at that time,?and they had not been told to him.
He did not wonder at the offince that was taken

litical maxim of this republic, “ o hold Greai
Britain, as we hold the rest of mankind, Exx-

'Fhere is nothing that has tempied me to lorget,
‘and nothing shall drive me to violaie, the counsel

im of free Amecrican iostitutious, Neither will [
teach the people to do it. Good men could not
applaud the Senate for it. Heaven would not ex-
‘cuse its practical application, nor fail, perhaps, to
! vigit the consegnences upon the nation nsell.

Without going into our title to the Perritory,

]
'

mies [only] in war, but in peace FRIENDS.” |

of my country’s futher, nor this fundamental max-

ed that we knew it all, at the time the bill passed  ter and whenever the bill for taking jurisdiction
the other House.] But I do not feel myself at|over Oregon, or *“any portion of it,” comes up for
hiberty to let such an accusation grow into a pro- - consideration,) I will tell you, in very few words,

[Several | pass.

verb against the Sovrn. The SourTn is my
Hoxe; and such accusations have a baleful in-
fluence in kindling and preserving seciional
feelings: I shall, therefore, expose its injustice,
and then forbear. [ shall do that by the Journals
of the Senate now before me. I will read from
the books, if any of my statements should be ques-
tioned. The charge of * Panic faith,” the Sen
ate will remember, was introduced here some
duys ago, when the honorable Senator from Geor-
gia, [Mr. Colquitt,] had spoken of the course of
the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Hannegan) upon
the Tezas guestion. 'T'he honorable Senator from
Indiana said, in substance, as [ understood him—
([ bave not his words before me)—that he had
for some time desired a fit occasion to explain his
vote against Texas, and now he had it; and that
it was simply because he had foreseen “ Punic
faith—Punic faith.” Then, or at some other time,
he more than intimated that he had found that
Punic faith in the South. Other Senators were
formally called to the fluor to vindicate that Sena-
tor, by their statements,
was suspicions of the South, of which I do not
complain. Altogether the complexion given to
this matter before the public eye was, that this
* Punic faith ” bad been practised by onc or more
Southern Senators of the Democratic party! and
the sagacity of the honorable Senator, it svems,
enabled him to see it beforehand. In that way
he explained his vote against Texas.

Now, Mr President, there is a grave mistake
in all this thing. In the first place, the Senator’s
memory dcceived him as to the fact of his own
vole. He did not vole against Texas! Upon
the trealy he did nol vote at ail! For the Tex-
as Resolutions, the next session, he voted ay!
The Journals are before me, and these are facts.
If contradicted, I will read the votes.

[Mr. HaxxecaN remarked: *1 was present,
and did not vote on the treaty.”] _

No doubt of it; but present or absent was all
the ssme. No single vote was worth having upon
the t1eaty, for everybody knew in the Senaie, al-
most from the beginning, that the {realy could not
The Senator will admit that. Then what
basis for his charge is lefi ?

In the sccond place, Mr. President, the resolu-
'tion for notice, &c., on Oregon was rejected at
'that session—Dbefore the Baltimore Convention
met! It was rejected by ayes and noes on the
21st of March! The convention met on 27th
May! Nouw, what does the Senator think of his
charge of ** Punic faith, Panic faith

In the third place, every Democratic Senator
‘save #wo—the two from South Carolina, [Messrs.
' Huger and McDuffic]—voted for the Oregon bill
upon the test vole in the Senate at the session when
Texas was passed through by the Senator’s vote.
The Senator from Indiana at that session held
Texas in his hand—Ahis single hand! Witaout
his vote it could not have passed] Oregon lack-
led one vote to save it, Texas but one vote to kill
lit. What claim will ha set up for sagneity, and

;1he ground of right upon which (if there were no
jother) I would put my vindication. I believe it
(is the political RIGH'T of my couutry to stretch

‘itsell without any interruption by foreign Gov-

‘ernments from the Atlantic to the Paciic—from
'sea to sca on this continent—according as we our-
't:t-.lvr_s shall judge it expedient or not. That we
'| acquired that RIGHT upon this continect when
‘our INDEPENDENCE was established, sub-
ject only to the proviso, that we must not do it so
‘as to deny the hke privilege to our neighbors,
.nor interfere with settlements permanently made
'before cur Independence was established, nor

(with similar rights belonging to or by them, nor

'act with injustice to the Adborigines. What we

;claim a R1GHT to do, we must not deny lo the

CanNapas
‘right to both. Great Britain cannot righteously
'comnpliin so long as wedo not deny to her, as the

' mother country of the Canapas, the same right

cqually with ourselves. She cannot rightfully
|interrupt our enjoyment of that right. And if she

mountains ; and if it is straightened to the Pacfic
on the other in harmony, we ought to be satisfied.
In settling that line between the two Governments,
‘the great law of * love and good will to man™ re-

| quires concessions for equivalents, to be agreed for

by mutual consent, and they should be mutually
are fit subjecis for friendly negotiation.
with the doctrines and the learning of books about

and they might well complain of me il I enlarged
upon those topics. My constitucnts are a plain
republican people, who generally do not care to
be enlightened by such treaties. As many of
them as do, will read for themselves. By the
Constitution they have entrusted the making of

They are satisfied with the Conslitution as il s,
and patriotically disposcd in all parties to takes
sides with their country. Imean “the People”
are. They will feel and understand this assertion
of our right to grow and multiply when in the

rovidence of God the country wants to do it; and
I doubt not it will vindicate me. At any rate,
they put me in this Senate (o act on questions of
this sort, questions of lreaty-making,and to advise
the President according to my best judgment, up-
on the rosponsibility of my own conscience, and I
shall govern myselfl accordingly ; accountable to
Giod that my wmotives are good, lo my associates
that my speech be frank, to the people only that
1 DO RIGHT.

What the end of these things may be, il the
Senate shall come to the same conclusion with
me, must depend upon the course Great Britain
may pursue, upon the subject of a compromise.
Of that I know nothing. I only know what she
ovonT 16 do, and that [ trust in God she will do.
One thing is certain—it will bring us to the end.

It is a sort of Nativnal pre-emption

contiguily and conliruity than [ profess to be; | you hesitate,

 for the Oregon bill last session ; and some Sen-| American Independence has sanciified it as a po-  selfieh ambition, to create and produce in our

.happy country this, and much more than this;—
.all, as 1 apprehend, for the sake of putting great
| mer down, and exalting little men to high plaers,
' more than it will be for the purpose of sccuring
“our national rights. Senators and others who
would scorn to play the game are mcautionsly
_farnished the cards—* All of Oregon. or none "'—

Our title is * clear and unquestionable”—* The
! Administration is with us"—" Down with the
treacherous Democrator * British™ Whig who
| oprns his mouth for compromise I’ These cries
' will be g0 many obstacles to Peace !—honorable

by the British Parliament, who, no doubt, believ- ' (which, ifthe Senate choose, can be done hereaf- 'prace. As we would keep the power aver this

subject in the hands to which the CONSTITU-
- TION bhas eotrasted it; as we wonld proteet the
trust committed to the SExaTe, and do our whole
duty to the cause of LIBERTY REGULATED BY
LAw, to God, and to our consciences— | think the
. Senate should aid to bring this controversy o a
conclusion, in some way or other, as soon as possi-
ble. Another year, and it may be too late to set-
‘tle it in peace. Another three years delay. and
(it will not be settled without a dieadful conflict of
political agitations at home, and perhaps a des-
‘perate war between two Christian nations. God
deliver us from both!

If the trusts of this body nnder the Constitution
must be carried for discastion beforeband to the
court-houses and party caucuses ol the land—il we
must encounter the ngitations and perils and bitter-
ness of a popular ordeal, in our foreign affiirs—
~will not the Scnate agree that it is safer and wiser
to take care that the pleading shall be made up so
‘as to preseot the TRUE ISSUES? Notice or no
‘notice is an old guestion—predetermined and pre-
jndged; and the peace of the country can hardly
be preserved il we suffer that to be the issue which

goes before the country. Lt us give the notice,

showing thut he really [does, then we CANNOT SUBMIT TO IT. then, to the President's hands, before the negotia-
Our dividiog line is at 49 deg. on this side of the | N

tion is closed, and, if there is a compromise, the
‘question will go to the peaple upon that.  The re-
sult is, to my mind. neither doubtful nor fearful
| If no compromise that we can-nccept with honor
| shall be offered now, itnever will be effered ; and
|then we shall soon have the whole snhject before

: _ 'us, and can take such steps as will protect our
made for the convenience of each other; and such | rights and earry this question into our popular elee.

tions upon fair and true issas. But there has

This Srnate, Mr. President, are more familiar been a doubt excited lest the President might

abuse the notice afier wwve have anthorized it, and
Is there not more danger (rom our

|delay, than in any trust we may r pose in the

'Execative by giving him the use of this notice,
even if he should abuse it? Friends of the Ad.
ministration— DemocraTs—surcly WE can eon-
file it 1o him, else we ought not to be his friends,
Confidence is not to be expected with s0 much

TREATIES with the President and- Senate. {alacrityfrom those who have been his political

opponents, especially when some of ourselves
have misconsirued the President. But, Wxios
of the Srnate, do you still doubt his position?
Do you fear he may abuse this notice afier it is
given to him, (as it has been suid he would.) by
abruptly closing negotiation, and even refusing
his own offer for &. compromise at 49 deg. should
it be returned 1o him? "T'o such asare resolved 10
stand by him AT THAT LINE OF COM.
PROMISE, and 1o NO OTHERS, do [ appeal.
I have said already that if you do not mean to
stop concession at that line, you do right in refus-
ing the notice. He cannot speak upon that point ;
official propriety forbids ii, as 1 have already said
and proved. But here is a guoaranty. ' Let him
but venture to occupy that position contrary to your
hopes and expectations. Lot him only attempt to
betray the confidence you put in bis conduct.
(Oh! he will gotdo it

ind again, that this constfuction CANNOT be

true.) But what if he should attempt it? The

1 leel like 1 was delend- .
ing a friend's honor, when [ say again, apd again, .
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