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COI1ONEI1 DVMK'S MEHOBlAL. 

One of the best articles on Dakota 
that has ever appeared in print was the 
memorial presented to the Episcopal 
convention at Philadelphia last autumn, 
and as a result of his statement of the 
case the convention established the bish
opric of North Dakota. 

Colonel Donan's memorial is as fol
lows: 

No region in the United States or the world is 
attracting more widespread and favorable at
traction today than the imperial territory of the 
American New Northwest, and none is or ccnld 
be more worthy of such regard. With its 150,-
000 square miles of area, embracing every vari
ety of soil, climate and capacity of production, 
it is an empire grander than Tiny of the do
minions for which an- armies have 
wrestled in bloody strife during all the ages. 
It is greater and grander in domain than Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,Bhode 
Island, Cjnnecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Delaware and half of Pennsylvania all com
bined. 

It is 30,000 square miles larger than England, 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland, with Jersey and 
the Isle of Man thrown in—nearly 20,000,000 
acres larger than Great Britain, proud mistress 
of the seas. It is as far in a straight line from 
Pembina, on its northern border, to Yankton, 
on its southern boundary, as it is from Chicago 
to Memphis; from New York to Raleigh, North 
Carolina; or from Ontario, Canada, to Washing
ton. Its 96,000,000 acres of land would make 
600,000 farms of 160 acres each. If it was as 
dense y populated as Connecticut it would con
tain 16,965,000 inhabitants, or one third the 
whole population of the union; as densely pop
ulated aa England, it would contain 58,350,000, 
and as densely populated as Belgium, i would 
have 65.400,000. 

Every foot of all this vast area is rich in agri
cultural, pastoral or mineral resources. It in
cludes the grandest grain fields, the greatest 
gold mines and the greenest pastures on the 
globe. Its whole surface is traversed by majestic 
rivers and crystal lakes. From the golden har
vest burdened valley of the Bed river of the 
North, to the gold-ribbed peaks and pine-clad 
slopes of the Black Hills, from the romantic 
confines of the Yellowstone to the horizon-fenced 
cornfields and pastures of Yankton and Niobrara, 
it is a land fair and fruitful enough to tempt 
the angelB in their flight to pause and wonder 
whether a new Eden has not been formed and 
domed with sapphire skies. It is a land of wheat 
fields and meadows, of fruit treees and golden 
grain; under the feet a garden of flowers, and 
the bluest of heavens bending above and resting 
its arch on the walls of the forest. 

Its climate unites all that is bracing and in
spiring. It is a climate of health and vigor, 
nerving to work and the very audacity of dash. 
No more robust and enterprising tribes of In
dians than those of Dakota ever raised the scalps 
of their foes or smoked the peace pipe with their 
friends, and their white successors bid fair to 
become proverbial for strength, intelligence, 
energy and industry. 

The growth of this magnificent territory has 
(been unparalled in the history of the world. 
But twelve years ago, Gen. Hazen, who now 
grinds out at Washington daily weather rations 
for the country, stigmatized it in an official re 
port as a "frigid alkali desert, uninhabited and 
uninhabitable," and but seven years ago Custer 
and hiB battalion were massacred by the Sioux 
Just over its western border, and wild beasts and 
wilder men roamed undisturbed over the mighty 
wilderness. Today a hundred magic cities like 
Fargo and Deadwood, Bismarck ana Jamestown 
Grand Forks, Sioux Falls, Huron, Pierre and 
Aberdeen, have sprung from the wild prairie 
grass, full panoplied with all the armory of 
metropolitan life. Electric lights send forth 
their radiance where but as yesterday unexplored 
•rUrimraM reigned supreme. Churches, schools, 
frnnlra and daily papers are sown broadcast all 
over the feeding places of yesterday's antelope 
and buffalo. The skulls and bones of the scarce-
departed denizens of the wilderness are still 
strewn in the streets of cities that patronize 
lectures and opera*, and keep pace with Phila
delphia and Boston in culture and style. Every 
day and every hour are adding to the wonders. 
New towns and cities spring up like toadstools 
in the dewfall of a night. New railroads are 
being pushed in all directions. New enterprises 
are being undertaken, new industries estab
lished, new sources of wealth and prosperity 
developed with every rising sun. 

Thousands of people are pouring in from 
every i""* beneath the Bkies. All classes, ages, 
sexes and conditions are fl icking to Dakota's 
field of golden grain, her mines of golden ore, 
and her exhaustless stores of golden promise. 
Steamers are loaded down to the guards, and all 
the railways are panting under their burdens of 
home and fortune hunters. From a population 
of 2,402 whites in 1861, and 14,180 in 1870, the 
territory rose to 135,000 in 1880, and 250,000 in 
1882, and at lest 350,000 in 1883, and the tide 
rolls in with ever-increasing surge. And such a 
population can be found in no other state or ter
ritory of the union. # 

Dakota means "confederation," and the Da
kota Indians were confederate and allied braves 
of many tribes. Their white successors main
tain the distinction of the name. They are cos
mopolitans, confederate sons and daughters of 
every land and clime. It is a population of 
incomparable energy, enterprise, thrift, publio 
spirit and freedom of opinion and speech. 
They all stand shoulder to shoulder in every 
effort to advance the material or moral welfare 
of their glorious commonwealth, soon to be, and 
its rush forward in wealth, power and impor
tance, has shown how well they work. 

Suoh is the territory, which, with its SCO,000 
people, appeals to the church for recognition 
and aid. Such is the territory, grand in extent 
and infinite in resources, glorious in prosperity 
for the present and in promise for the future, 
which has so long been virtually ignored by 
church and state. The state baa made it a com
bined hospital, asylum and Botony Bay, for 

cripples, beggars and criminals. The 
church has treated it as a sort of an "annex" to 
the Sioux Indiana. It appoints a missionary 
bishop to the Indians, and then tacks on their 
350,000 Dakota whites to the hinder end of its 
jurisdiction. We are weary of this treatment 
and we pray respectfully and earnestly for a 
change. 

We wish, if the light reverend fathers of the 
house of bishops deem it expedient, two dio-
urmnfMrcitsMi*1""1! one for North Dakota and 
the 14V"1 for South Dakota. The territory is too 

; -iftrgw and unwieldy for one organisation orjuria-fit* J " ' 1 -
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diction, either political or ecclesiastical. The 
division of the vast domain on the 46th parallel 
of latitude will most assuredly be made in the 
near f ut e. South Dakota will include the 
wide and . jrtile grain fields and pastures of the 
southeastern portion of the territory, and the 
rich mining regions of the Black Hills, one of 
whose mines alone ships $4,000,000 a year in 
gold bricks. This section has now a population 
of nearly 250,000, and a total area of 75,000 
square miles, about equal to Maine, New Hamp
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Bhode Island, 
Connecticut, New Jeney and Delaware. 

North Dakota has almost exactly the same 
area as her southern sister section, including the 
far-famed wheat fields of the Bed Biver Valley 
of the North, the vast and scarcely explored 
Devil's Lake and Turtle Mountain regions, the 
-<tjeys of the James and Missouri, and the 
mighty pampas of the northwestern counties, 
where the flocks and herds of a nation may find 
pasture. It is a magnificent domain of 75,000 
square miles, while New York has but 49,000, 
Pennsylvania bnt 46,000, Ohio but 39,000, and 
all Bix New England states combined but 65,000. 
The population January 1,1883, was estimated 
at 110,000. 

Since that time many new counties have been 
formed and organized, tens of thousands of 
acres of government and railroad lands have 
been taken by new settlers, hundreds of new 
farms have been opened up, more than a score 
of flourishing towns have sprung up where the 
prairie grass was unbroken then, and all the 
older towns have grown with marvelous rapidity; 
so that it is safe to assume that the population 
of North Dakota has increased at least 25,000 
in the eight months since Jan. 1,1883. The ratio 
of growth in every respect is without precedent 
or parallel. 

The taxable valuation of North Dakota in 
June, 1880, was $7,324,703; in June, 1883, $70,-
000,000. 

The postal revenue for North Dakota for the 
year ending June 30,1880, amounted to $30,-
640; for the year ending June 30,1882, $75,-
294. 

In June, 1880, there were but one private and 
two national banks in North Dakota; January 
1, 1883, there were fourteen national and 
twenty-two private banks. In June, 1880, there 
were but nine churches; in January, 1883, there 
were seventy-six, costing $196,000. In June, 
1880, there were but seventeen school buildings; 
in March, 1883, there were 327 public and thir
teen private schools; Bince that time Fargo has 
completed an $85,000 echool building, and the 
foundation of half a dozen collegiate institu
tions have been laid in various portions of the 
territory. 

In June, 1880, there were in North Dakota but 
ten weekly newspapers and one daily; in Janu
ary, 1883, there were eleven daily, forty-two 
weekly and six monthly publications, and new 
ones have been established at the rate of from 
one to three a week ever since to Bupply the de
mands of an intelligent, newspaper reading peo
ple, daily growing in numbers. 

In June, 1880, there but 136,357 acres in cul
tivation; in January, 1883, there were 783,356, 
and the value of the wheat crop alone for 1883 
is estimate! at $15,000,000. 

In June, 1880, there were but 269 miles of' 
railroad in operation in North Dakota; in Sep
tember, 1883, there was something over 1,000 
miles in operation and several hnndred more in 
process of constructing. North Dakota has to
day a greater railroad mileage than Connecticut, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Florida, Oregon, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Nevada, West Virginia, 
Deleware or Bhode Island, and thet wo sections 
together have nearly 2,000 miles. 

The number of acres of land entered in North 
Dakota during the year ending June 30, 1879, 
under the act of congress requiring actual set
tlement or cultivation was 575,007; during the 
year ending June 39, 1883, the entries reached 
the enormous aggregate of 6,550,567 acres. 

Such rapidity of growth has never before been 
witnessed on earth. The field is a grand one 
for the church to enter. The harvest is ripening 
but the laborers are few. We have in North Da
kota seventeen Episcopal parishes and missions, 
three self-supporting, six church building com
pleted or iu process of erection, and church 
property valued at $80,000. The Bev. B. F. 
Cooley, of Fargo, and myself, have been sent to 
ask if the right reverend fathers of the church 
caa longer ignore the great and growing oppor
tunity which North Dakota offers the harvesters 
of God—if they can ignore her great and grow
ing needs? 

Praying and hoping for a favorable response, 
I am, reverend and dear sir, yours most respect
fully, P. DONAN. 

IN walking along the streets of a Dako
ta town the stranger eannot but observe 
that every man he meets moves with a 
light, springy step, with head erect and 
with sparkling eyes. The women skip 
lightly o'er the pavements as if each nerve 
was a hidden spring, and their cheeks are 
tinged with a bloom that comes not from 
the druggist. Their every movement is 
suggestive of life and .animation, and 
their faces are pleasing pictures of per
fect health. Men and women alike trip 
along the streets as if in a hurry to reach 
some given point. They meet and pass 
acquaint wees with a Bocial nod, a bright 
smile and a cheery salutation—so cjheeiy 

that one would think care or trouble had 
never dared to invade the territory. And 
why ? 

Our glorious, pure, heaven-sent.climate 
tells the story. The bracing, clear atmos
phere arid glad sunshine come to us, bear
ing health and strength upon-their invisi
ble wings. They penetrate every portion 
of the territory upon their ei rands, and 
scatter health and its attendants, joy, hap
piness and sweet peace, with lavish hand 
to rich and poor alike. They brighten 
the once dim eye, tinge with the flush of 
health the once pallid cheek, and upon 
the SKeleton frames upon which the grip 
of death was almost fastened, they build 
up bodies of robust health and strength. 
They clothe the brain with renewed vigor, 
quicken the failing senses and cause the 
laggard blood to dart through the veins 
with healthful pulsation. They cause 
that demon disease to flee from the prey 
it had marked ior its own, and fill our 
western homes with health, happiness, 
peace and prosperity, where else the 
gloom of death or the harrowing scenes 
of sickness might prevail. Truly the 

jori.ty of them were fitted up in the same 
unsurpassed style. ilJven in the homes of 
ihe poorer classes an air of comfort pre
vailed that is unknown in the homes of a 
similar class in the east. 

As to refined society, lacking the 
dreamy dude and the giggling dudes?, we 
challenge comparison with any city that 
looms up on American soil. Our people 
are nearly all from the east, raised in 'he 
haunts of refinement, and it is not at all 
probable that they would drop their re
fined tastes and habits at the border which 
separates the states and territories. We 
have here the very essence of refinement 
—that which is coupled with the bravery 
required to leave the homes of youth and 
penetrate into the wes'.em wilds, as many 
of our ladies did a tew years sinee. Go 
to one of the many social gatherings 
which occur in our city and look about 
you and converse with our ladies, doubt
ing strangers, and if you do not admit that 
you never met more genuine refinement, 
beauty and grace .in the cities of the east, 
our editorial head is at your disposal for 
a football, and you can kick it clear over 
the borders of the universe if you wish. 
Our ladies are queens of loveliness and 
refinement; they are noble and tiue 
mothers, wives and sweethearts, and the 
morality, quietude and peaceful prosperi
ty of our city is largely due to their gen
tle influence. 

IT is not a rare occurrence for the 
TRIBUNE to receive an eastern paper con
taining a letter from some shiftless, im
provident settler decrying Dakota. But 
a tew days since a Chicago journal con
tained a communication from a man in a 
southern county calling upon the mayor 
of that city for aid to put him through the 
winter, and in the letter he took occasion 
to hurl vituperation at the territory in no 
honied terrils. 

Such men would be unable to secure 
the necessaries of life in any country un
der the snn. If the writer of the letter 
could be traced up it would be safe to 
wager the best farm in the territory 
against a penny whistle that he would be 
found to be idle, indolent, shiftless, and 
from his very nature incapable of making 
a living. We probably have in Burieigh 
county some as poor families as there are 

giver ofevery"go°od" and perfect gift has ' ^eternt^ 
thrice doubly bles3sd Dakota from out """""" 
His omnipotent hand. 

DAKOTA HOMES. 

The writer rec ived a letterj*ecently 
from a friend in Pennsylvania, in which 
he said: 

"The Dakota fever has attacked me vigor
ously and I am almost crazy to emigrate to 
ypur wonderful 'land of promise,' but 1 can
not do so on my wife's account. She has 
ever been used to refined society and a com
fortable home, and could never live happily 
in the humble cabin or dwelling of the far 
west." 

Oui friend must have gotten his ideas 
ot a western home from is dreams. On 
New Year's day w too., occasion to call 
at every house where the ladies received, 
and we carried with us a pair of observ
ant eyes. While making the rounds one 
thought overpowered us—that there was 
a spirited rivalry existing between our 
people as to which one could fit up their 
homes in the most beautiful and luxuri
ous manner. An air of elegance and re
finement met ns upon every hand, and 
a cozy comfort and beauty of surround
ings unknown in the states greeted ou. 
eyes at every stopping place Some of 
the dwellings were built in a style of 
showy elegance that would not sufter by 
comparison if placed on a fashionable 

possessing health is living cbmfortably, 
and living in bright anticipation of the 
prosperity which they know the future 
has in store for them. They are never 
heard of appealing for public aid, and if 
some of them are obliged to live more 
plainly than they wish, they attribute the 
cause to- the proper source, and do not 
hurl anathemas at the country. It some
times happens that families emigrate to 
the west late in the fall and without any 
provision being made for the winter, and 
in such cases they may be called upon to 
endure privations that would not have 
fallen upon them had they exercised a 
little common sense and mature judgment 
in laying their plans. This is not a land-
where dollars grow on bushes and wealth 
is wafted to the eager waiters on each 
passing breeze, but it is a land of produc
tive soil that lies ready to bless with 
wealth and plenty all who will till it 
properly, and whose foresight has brought 
them here provided with all that is neces
sary to keep them until the harvest yields 
up its golden treasure. Croakers curse 
us with their presence yearly. They 
come here expecting to get rich in a few 
months, and when they find that they 
must ama;s wealth here as elsewhere, by 
labor and industry, they send letters back 
to their former homes crying down the 
country, and soon confer a lasting and 
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street of a peopled city, and the inside I wished-for blessing upon 11s by packing 
convenience and ornamentation of all up their scanty baggage and returning to 
were fit for, the proudest old king or | the east. Such croakers are not wanted 
queen that ever wore a royal diadem. 
Carpets of the finest texture and most 
beautiful design, oil paintings of great 
value, elegant piinos, costly furniture 
and a wealth of God's own incomparable 
ornamentation, natural plants and flow
ers, filled each peaceful, happy home with 
a beauty and grace that charmed the 
senses and held the eye a willing captive 
in the golden chains of fascination as it 
feasted upon the enchanting picture. 
U pon expressing his agreeable surprise at 
what he saw to a lady, she told the writer 
that she had resided in Bismarck for 
many years, and had visited nearly every 
home in the city, and that the large ma-

here. We want men of muscle and in
dustry, who realize that riches come not 
at the mere asking, and to all such we 
confidently promise prosperity and com
fort, such as they can never acquire in the 
older states. As rich soil as ever blessed 
with plenty the efforts of the husbandman 
lies herd outstretched like a great empire 
awaiting occupancy, and it will yield up 
its treasures in bountiful liberality to all 
who will encourage it to do so. 

The sacred realm of heaven itself is de
cried by some, and we cannot expect Da
kota to share a different fate. It is grati
fying to state that these croakers are few 
and widely scattered, and that the great 

masses of those who have come here to-
dwell among us, are more than satisfied: 
with their lot, and are thankful for the 
influence that led them to the great land 
of promise. They are prosperous and 
happy, and are yearly adding to their 
wealth. They see nothing but bright and 
propitious skies in the future, and wonder 
among themselves how the ey«3 of these 
malcontents can be so strangely eclipsed. 

THE COniKCr TIDE. 

THE TRIBUNE is almost daily M receipt 
of letters from parties in the east, asking 
for information regarding the section of 
country lying round about Bismarck. 
Each one of them breathes the same sen
timent—tha*, Dakota is the Mecca toward 
which the eyes of the whole country are 
turned in search of new homes to which 
they can emigrate from the overcrowded 
districts of the east. Countless thousands 
of weary, hopeful pilgrims will take up 
their line of march toward this great land 
of promise when the first soft zephyrs of 
spring fan away the frosts of winter, and 
here they will find homes and lifelong 
prosperity awaiting them. Dakota 
stretches out like an almost limitless sea 
upon every hand, and there is scarcely an 
acre of land within her broad domain that 
will not yield to the sturdy settler a golden 
harvest if touched by the magic influence 
of the gleaming plow. One is at times 
tempted to think that the allwise God in 
His great wisdom caused certain influen
ces to prevent the settlement of this grand 
northwestern empire until the surging 
millions began to jostle each other in the 
older states, and then, to relieve the pres
sure, threw wide open the welcoming 
gates and cried aloud unto such as were 
not comfortably situated in the east to 
gather together their wives and families 
and herds and household idols and come 
in and occupy the fairest land that ever 
reflected bask His giacious smiles from 
its rich and productive bosom. The moc
casin tracks of the red man have scarcely 
become cold ere they are obliterated with 
the flashing plow, and the hum of the 
reaper now re-echoes in pleasing harmony 
adown the valleys that erstwhile heard 
no sound but the yell of the savage. 

That the rush to Dakota this year will 
be a great one, no one can doubt. If we 
read the signs of the times aright it will 
come as comes the flood, covering the 
land with settlers in its impetuous march, 
rising higher with each rolling wave un
til it covers all the broad bosom of the 
northwest with sturdy, settlers whose( 

s'rong arms shall cultivate the soil and 
pile their golden harvests into the great 
commercial marts of the world. 

"We hear the tread of pioneers, 
Of nations yet to be. 

The first low wash of waves where soon 
Shall roll a human sea." 

It is coming from the east and from the 
south; from the sunny shores of Italy and 
from the vine-clad slopes of France; from 
the crowded marts of England and from 
the Emerald Isle; the sturdy German 
joins the rolling flood and the highlands 
and the lowlands of Scotland pour their 
thousands into the grand Dakota-bound 
phalanx; the dweller in the romantic 
hills of Switzerland sounds a farewell note 
upon his alpine horn and faces toward 
the great land of promise, and the Dane, 
the Norwegian, the Swede, the Russian, 
the Welshman—in short the oppressed 
and poverty-pinched people of every clime 
beneath the rays of heaven's sun are look
ing toward us with eager, hopeful eyes as 
they pack together their worldly goods 
and bid farewell to the land of their birth. 
Even the Almond-eyed, idol-worshiping 
Chinaman glances with his cut-biased 
eyes ia this direction, with envy in every 
look, and wishes he could come too. 

There is room enough for all. We 
could almost camp the world upon our 
lovely prairies and arable slopes, and the 
productions of our incomparable soil 
would feed the universe. 

To all we bid a cordial welcome. There • 
are homes here awaiting all, and the}' will 
be cordially greeted at our eastern gate 
and welcomed to peace and prosperity 
without regard to color, race, religion, 
previous condition of servitude or politi
cal opinions. Come on and help us build 
up a grand state that will one day raise 
its proud crest to the very skies and tower 
aloft, the wonder and envy of the whole 
civilized world. 

fcrrowth of Dakota. 

Dakota is attracting universal attention 
throughout the civilized world, and the met
ropolitan newspapers of the east are daily fill
ing their columns with reliable and valuable 
information relative to the territory that will 
prove of great valne. For instance, the New 
York Times of a recent date says: "The 
marvellous growth of Dakota mnst excite the 
world or all who have studied the movement 
of the population and the settling of the new 
soil. Twenty years ago there were only a 
few hnndred whites in the sonthwest corner 
of the territory; in 1870 the population was 
only 14.000, but in 1880, the population had 
grown to 135,000, and now it is believed there 
are over 250,000 persons in southern Dakota 
alone. The railroad companies are rapidly 
pushing their lines through from north to •, 
south and from east to west. Settlements 
are springing up as if by magic, and they 
are not mushroom mining camps that die 
soon after birth. In one settlement, which 
recently came into being, there were, only 
two weeks after the receipt of the first load 
of lumber, a bank, a newspaper office, two 
hotels, a church, seven stores, a market, two 
saloons, a telegraph office, a postoffice with 
289 call boxes and 80 look boxes, and three 
lumber yards. The soil is yielding enormous 
crops, emigrants are coming in by the thous-. 
ands, and congressmen who have been repu
diated by their contitnents elsewhere arrive 
by every train." 

The Bismarck TBIBUHK, T2 PER annum. 
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